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“New Year, New You.” I’ve always disliked that saying, because it really is kinda dumb. You 
are what you are; there is no “new edition” of you instantly springing into being when 

January 1 rolls around. But you can say “New Year, Better You,” and that might make more sense. 
I’m not talking about the folks who resolve to go into the gym and lose 30 pounds and look like 
Mr. Universe, only to stop going three weeks later. I’m talking about a slow and steady course of 
improvement over 2026… what are we doing with the time we’ve been given to improve our lives?

I heard a quote the other day that is simplistic, almost banal in nature, but which really does make 
a lot of sense: “To do something you’ve never done before, you have to do something you’ve never 
done before.” On the surface, it sounds trite, but dig a little deeper, and it becomes much more 
self-evident.

What have you never done before? Is there something in lodge that you have thought about doing 
but have never stepped up to do? Have you ever thought about doing something hard, like learning 
the Middle Chamber lecture and presenting it during your lodge’s Fellowcraft Degree (Senior 
Deacons, I’m talking to you) … Have you ever thought about getting into the line of officers 
and making that big commitment? How about taking a spot on a committee? Even something 
supposedly simple (don’t underestimate it), like helping in the kitchen, can expand your horizons 
and abilities – and the camaraderie among a kitchen crew is legendary.

For 2026 in your lodge, do something to get outside of your comfort zone. Study up on a rule 
or regulation, then volunteer to give a brief educational presentation about it at a lodge stated 
communication. I guarantee you that your Worshipful Master will appreciate that. Dig into the 
history of your lodge and do a presentation about some fascinating bit that no one in lodge knows. 
That discomfort you might feel when doing something new is really good for you and will drive 
other improvements in your life. Don’t believe me? Give it a try!

So, New Year, New You? Nope. New Year, Better You … And in becoming a better you, believe it 
or not, in a lot of ways, you can make those around you better, too. Again, try it and see.

Happy New Year, and wishing all the lodges, with their new line of officers, a wonderful, 
productive, and enjoyable year.

Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M.  
of Connecticut�  

69 Masonic Avenue • Wallingford, CT 06492 
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 

1:15 p.m. 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 
203-679-5903  

Fax: 203-679-5996 
email: grandlodge@ctfreemasons.net 

web: www.ctfreemasons.net
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From the Desk of the Grand Chaplain 
The Rev. Carl H. Anderson

At the beginning of each year, many of us make New Year’s resolutions that do not last 
beyond January 31. Although they are often made with the best of intentions, some 

of them are not sustainable for many reasons. Resolutions are often hard to keep because of 
the pressures of life and busy schedules, which make setting aside time difficult.

Since the rate of achieving New Year’s resolutions is low at best, I would suggest that one might look at 
them from a spiritual perspective. While it is great to make goals to improve oneself, a little help from 
a higher power may well be needed. Reflecting on one’s relationship with the Grand Architect of the 
Universe often brings a sense of spiritual enlightenment that assists in making positive changes in life. 
All too often, speaking to God only happens in times of crisis or desperation. However, in all things, 
including resolutions, God is always available to help 24/7. 

In 2026, consider making a resolution to simply talk to God a little more often. This conversation could 
include asking for a sense of peace in unsettling times of stress and uncertainty, or for clarity in decision-
making. Finding time to sense God’s presence through prayer or meditation is beneficial to one’s 
overall well-being in many ways. Perhaps making every effort to keep this resolution by chatting with 
God might just make other resolutions easier to accomplish. This New Year, may God bless you with a 
renewed sense of strength and hope in your pilgrimage through life.

 Happy New Year! 

We offer our condolences to the 
family and friends of those  

brothers who have been called by 
The Grand Architect of the Universe.

Anthony N. Fusco 
Harmony Lodge No. 42

Robert R. Nattrass, III 
St. Alban's Lodge No. 38

John Anthony Vergnetti 
Hiram Lodge No. 1

Richard P. Wurst 
Fayette Lodge No. 69

Lawrence W. Lloyd 
Ansantawae Lodge No, 89

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO OUR  

50-YEAR MEMBER!
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Grand Master’s Message 

by MWB Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr.

 
Happy New Year, my 
brothers!

I hope you and your families 
had a wonderful time this holiday season! 

I'm looking forward to your fellowship in the days to come!!

As we start the new year, I encourage the incoming lodge 
officers to reach out whenever you need support, guidance, 
reassurance, or anything else. Reach out to your Past Masters, 
your fellow lodge officers, your District Deputy, and/or your 
District Grand Lodge Officer for advice, words of wisdom, or 
whatever it is that helps. I'm reminded of an adage that's fitting 
in this situation: "Relationships Before Issues" – Building 
relationships with each other and other organizations (whether 
Masonic, religious, or work) creates trust. When challenges 
arise, those relationships allow us to solve problems effectively. 
Please don't “Stay in your own swim lane.” Too often, people 
hesitate to reach across groups, orders, or bodies out of fear of 
overstepping or losing recognition. But in today’s environment, 

we cannot succeed in isolation. We must collaborate, innovate, 
and avoid duplicity.

Other tools that can help with education can be found on 
Grandview in the Resources section of your Dashboard. Under 
the Master Mason and Masonic Education selections, you'll 
find videos, articles, and interviews with knowledgeable Masons 
on various topics, all available for use. Of particular interest is 
the Officer Manual (dated 4/2024) for all the lodge officers.

Lastly, I wish all of the lodges to work hard to initiate the 70 
or so petitioners we have waiting in the wings. These men 
are waiting in breathless anticipation to begin their Masonic 
journey. Let's get them moving. Whether it's a state-wide 
Entered Apprentice degree with the assistance of the Grand 
Lodge, district-wide degrees, or joint lodge degrees, we can do 
it! If need be, ask for help; it's out there waiting to be used.

Thank you for all your hard work. Let's keep it going!

Fraternally, 
Brother Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr. 
Grand Master

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW BROTHERS!
Hiram Lodge No. 1

Alfredo Cortez Cordero
James William Henderson

Matthew R Kerzner
Jamil  Sanchez

King Hiram Lodge No. 12 
David Michael Boudreau, Sr

 
Hiram Lodge No. 18

Robert Onofre DeOliveira
Francisco  Rivera

St. Peters Lodge No. 21
Scott H. Earle

Columbia Lodge No. 25 
Cesar Alberto Echeverri

Paul  Gacek
Vijay Jayanthi Pachamuthu

Morning Star Lodge No. 47
Eugene  Chapman

 

Madison Lodge Lodge No. 87 
Joseph  Stark 

Ansantawae Lodge No. 89 
John-Vincent Malayao Brennan

Erno Laszlo Nandori

Ouroboros Lodge No. 151 
Joseph Dante Gambardella
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Before I became editor of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper, the paper rarely, if ever, ran articles about degrees. The 
editorial thinking of my predecessor at that time was that degree articles are boring: most degree articles read the same 

way, tending to give rosters of officers, menu at the dinner, and often ending with the worst phrase to ever appear in a 
Masonic (or any) article – “a fine time was had by all.”

After I became editor, we decided to run degree articles for several reasons. The primary intent is to give that new 
Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, or Master Mason the opportunity to have a memento for his scrapbook of that time 
when he took the degree. Most people have at least a little thrill when they see their name in print, get a little excited 
when they are the subject of an article, and enjoy having a tangible keepsake to remind them of their special night. 
That is the primary reason, despite the overwhelming lack of variety in the articles, that the Connecticut Freemasons 
chooses to run degree articles.

With that in mind, it goes without saying that degree articles submitted should ALWAYS include the name of the 
candidate and the date of the degree. These are the basics that should be in any article, really, especially degree articles. 
While I can try to dig around in Grand View to see who took what degree and when, that’s a lot more work than just 
making the editorial decision not to run an article that lacks the fundamentally important information. 

Another very important point to be mindful of, especially when crafting articles on the Fellowcraft or Master Mason 
degree, is that the audience of this newspaper is not just Master Masons in Connecticut. Entered Apprentices and 
Fellowcrafts, not to mention the profane and readers from other jurisdictions, have access to what we publish. As a rule, I 
will try to edit out excessive details, especially about the MM degree. While it is true that any man can pull up a YouTube 
video of just about any degree that exists in Masonry, I strongly feel that our newspaper should not contribute, even 
inadvertently, to any exposé or spoiler.

So, if you are submitting an article on a degree, please remember the basics: it’s all about the candidates, their 
names, and the date are required, and be mindful that any details you might include might be giving away more 
than any of us desires...

An IMPORTANT Note on Degree Articles
by Francis G. Way

National Camping Travelers Makes 
Annual Donation to  

The Masonic Charity Foundation 
Quality of Life Fund

 
Each year at the time of its last camp-out of the season, National Camping Travelers 
(NCT) makes a donation to the Quality of Life fund at MCF.

The Quality of Life fund was created for, and is crucial for patient/resident needs that 
insurance does not cover. These items might be music therapy, personal care items, 
pet programs and enhanced recreational activities across the Masonicare continuum 
of senior living, home health and hospice care. The fund ensures dignity and 
comfort for those needing financial assistance.

l -r: NCT's National President Dennis Morgan presenting its 
annual donation to Past Grand Master William L. Greene, NCT 
member and NCT's liaison to The Masonic Charity Foundation.
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Grand Historian's Corner 
Bro. David J. Stewart

 
 

A Masonic Reflection on America’s 
Semi-Quincentennial

On this first day of January, in the year 
of our Grand Architect 2026, and in 

the Year of Light 6026, we as Freemasons 
and citizens of this great Republic will 
begin gathering to commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of the founding of the United 
States of America on July 4, 1776. It will be 
a moment both solemn and joyful, a time 
to honor the vision, courage, and enduring 
faith of those who kindled the flame of 
liberty and built upon the eternal principles 
of freedom, equality, and brotherly love.

We look at the forefathers, and in that list, 
we find many were brothers of the Craft. 
They labored not only with the tools of 
nation-building but also with the moral 
instruments of Masonry: Faith, Hope, and 
Charity. Through their labor, they sought 
to lay the foundation of a nation that might 
endure through the ages.

Among them we recall George Washington, 
that steadfast brother whose leadership and 
virtue set the cornerstone of our republic; 
Benjamin Franklin, whose wisdom and 
diplomacy illuminated a new age; Paul 
Revere the courageous herald of liberty’s 
dawn; John Hancock, whose bold signature 
became the emblem of defiance and 
independence; Joseph Warren, who gave his 
life for freedom at Bunker Hill; John Paul 
Jones, whose valor upon the seas proclaimed 
that America would not yield; and the 
Marquis de Lafayette, that noble brother 
from France who offered his heart and sword 
in the cause of liberty.

Through the generations that followed that 
date in July, Freemasons have continued 
to serve as faithful stewards of our nation’s 
destiny. Fourteen Presidents of the United 
States were members of the Craft: George 
Washington, James Monroe, Andrew 
Jackson, James K. Polk, James Buchanan, 
Andrew Johnson, James A. Garfield, William 
McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, William 
Howard Taft, Warren G. Harding, Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, and Gerald 
R. Ford. Each of these brothers, in his own 
way, upheld the tenets of Brotherly Love, 
Relief, and Truth – striving to govern with 
integrity, to serve with compassion, and to 
preserve the liberties entrusted to their care.

As we stand at the threshold of America’s 
semi-quincentennial, let us renew our own 
Masonic obligations to act uprightly, to meet 
our fellow man upon the level, and part 
upon the square. Let us strive to continually 
advance the cause of truth, justice, and 
charity, both within our Lodges and in the 
greater world.

One day, when you are long gone, your 
name just might be mentioned in lodge. You 
won’t be there to hear it, you won’t know 
who said it, or why. But something you did, 
how you served, how you spoke, will echo in 
a room filled with brothers you never met. 
Your memory will sit among them, even if 
only for a moment.

This is one of the quiet truths of 
Freemasonry. We do not just build our 
own lives. We help build the lives of others, 
and in doing so, you and I become part of 
a living structure that endures beyond our 
time.

The lodge will continue, as it always has, 
with every brother leaving his fingerprints 
on its future. The true labor of a Mason is 
not measured in stone or steel but in the 

building of character, in the strengthening 
of conscience, and the unending pursuit of 
Light.

May this anniversary remind us that the work 
of our Forefathers remains unfinished; that 
every generation must add its own stone to 
the Temple of Liberty, guided by faith in the 
Grand Architect and fidelity to the principles 
of our Order.

Wishing all brothers wherever so dispersed, 
along with their families, a very happy, healthy, 
and joyful New Year, and Happy Birthday, 
America!

January 19, 2026
FEDERAL HOLIDAY
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From the Desk of Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit
President & CEO of Masonicare

We kick off 2026 with an important milestone: the one-
year anniversary of Masonicare’s merger with United 

Methodist Homes!

Reflecting on the 12 months since our two companies joined, I 
am pleased with how we have integrated positive changes into our 
system, discovered new efficiencies, and created a more seamless 
continuum of care to better meet the needs of everyone we serve. 
Occupancy is trending upward, our home health and hospice 
agency is seeing more internal referrals, and the success of our Long 
Hill consulting arm is helping increase awareness of Masonicare 
throughout the aging services industry.

On January 6 at 4:30 p.m., you’re invited to another ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at Masonicare Health Center – this time to celebrate 
the grand reopening of the newly renovated auditorium. As the 
largest space in the Health Center, the auditorium is a hub for 
resident and employee events and activities. The transformation 
of this room is simply amazing and extends way beyond just a 
fresh coat of paint and new flooring. Walls were knocked down to 
restore access to windows facing the front of the building, allowing 
natural light to enter for the first time in decades. The stage was 
refinished. And a new audio-video system was installed. This 
project, like the refurbished MHC courtyard, was made possible by 
donors’ generous support of The Masonic Charity Foundation of 
Connecticut.

In December, we gathered at 
Greenridge Place in Rocky Hill 
to mark that community’s first 
anniversary as part of the Masonicare 
family. Executive Director Ashley 
O’Brien has done an outstanding 
job of establishing the Masonicare 
culture there.

And Masonicare Home Health 
& Hospice was recognized by 
BusinessRate as a TOP 3 of 2025 
Wallingford Award Winner in the 
homecare category. An important note about this honor is that 
it’s based on reviews posted by patients and their families who are 
willing to recommend Masonicare to others based on their positive 
experiences using our services. That’s been a driver of our success for 
130 years, and I know it will be for the next 130.

Yours fraternally,

Jon-Paul Venoit
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Nutmeg Forest No. 116 Tall Cedars Installs New Leaders
by Jeffrey A. Blayman

Nutmeg Forest No. 116, Tall Cedars, held their only tiled meeting of the year 
at Columbia Lodge in South Glastonbury. Grand Tall Cedar Eric Pogg had 
an impressive year, holding the first live Royal Court degree in 40 years and 
cultivating new growth, adding 13 new Tall Cedars for his Forest. He and 
Scribe PGTC David Lafargue both contributed immensely to the Tall Cedars 
of Lebanon's newfound success in the State of Connecticut. 

Following nominations, the scribe cast one unanimous ballot, and PGTC 
Eric Hoy, District Deputy Supreme Grand Tall Cedar, installed the full line of 
officers.  New GTC Charles Jewart expressed his desires for continued growth 
and participation by the brethren who seemed eager to offer their assistance.  

In addition to the officers, Tall Cedars Ray Choinard and Jeffrey Blayman were 
appointed as Trustees to assist with Nutmeg Forest's finances.  

If you are a brother who would enjoy fun, frolic, and fellowship with only four 
meetings a year (three are dining out and one is tiled), then consider the Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon. For more information or to join a Forest near you, please 
contact Bro. Cedar David LaFargue slafargue1@gmail.com or (860) 402-7265.

DEE’S ANTIQUES  
$ PAYS $ TOP DOLLAR • 2032358431

BUYING Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Coins, Military Items, Musical 
Instruments, Old Advertising Signs & Memorabilia, Fishing 
& Hunting Equipment, Vintage Toys, Comic Books, Antique 
Furniture, Anything Old & Unusual 

Serving Community & Family Respectfully for Over 50 Years
Call Thomas Spratta at 203.235.8431

600 West Main St., Meriden, CT 06451
TJS600@cox.net
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Worshipful Brother Donald A. Wills was 
born in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, 

on March 7, 1943, the son of Donald G. and 
Marla K. Wills. He has three sisters, Barbara, 
Marla, and Judy. Don grew up in East Hartford 

and attended public schools until he joined 
the Army right out of high school. He was 
assigned to the 82nd Airborne Division as 
a Specialist 4th Class and became a soldier 

with technical expertise. His infantry division 
specialized in parachute assaults during the early 

years of the Vietnam War.

After his army enlistment was completed, Don returned home and 
was accepted into the Pratt & Whitney three-year Apprenticeship 
program, becoming one of a few to qualify for a fourth year in 
Tool & Die, learning to become a Machinist. He worked in 
the Development Operations Dept. at Pratt & Whitney in East 
Hartford for 35 years, retiring in 2005.

Don was very fortunate to marry the love of his life, Priscilla 
Stevens, on June 10, 1967, and that blessed union produced two 
children, David and Victoria. Don and Priscilla enjoyed several 
years spending quality time with their four grandchildren, but sadly, 
Priscilla passed away in 2019.

Don's favorite hobby is skiing the slopes of New England. He and 
Priscilla traveled to Utah in 2006 and Canada in 2008 to pursue 
this interest. He also considers it a hobby to restore the 1773 home 
he resides in. This has been going on for about 45 years and is 
now nearing completion. The work that Don completed on his 
home may have been a factor in Governor M. Jodi Rell's decision 
in 2007 to appoint him to the Connecticut Historic Preservation 
Commission. Currently, Don spends his leisure time with his friend 
and companion, Linda Collier of East Hartford, and he also enjoys 
researching his family's genealogy.

Don became a Master Mason in Orient Lodge No. 62 in East Hartford 
on February 24, 1979, so he will celebrate 46 years as a Mason this 
year. He held several offices in three Blue Lodges, including Daskam-
Columbia Lodge No. 25, where he served as JD, SD, JW, SW, and 
Worshipful Master in 2004. Later in Columbia Lodge No. 25, he was 
twice Tiler, twice SS, twice SD, a Trustee for three years, and twice JS, 
and is currently serving as the President of the Building Corporation. 
In 2022, he served as SD at Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145 in 
Manchester. His home lodge is Columbia Lodge No. 25 in South 
Glastonbury. Don served as President of the 6th District Tobacco 
Valley Blue Lodge Council in 2015 and is also an affiliate member 

of Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145 in Manchester and Hartford 
Evergreen Lodge No. 88 in South Windsor. 

Don is a very active member of the Valley of Hartford, AASR, in 
Newington, serving in acting roles in several degrees. He is also active 
in the York Rite bodies of East Hartford, currently the Grand Master 
of the Second Vail in Pythagoras Chapter No. 17, RAM, and a 
member of Wolcott Council No. 1, R&SM. As another way to serve 
the York Rite Bodies, Don is currently serving as a director of York 
Masons Hall, Inc. in East Hartford and is the principal coordinator 
of the $75,000 porch and exterior renovation project now in full 
swing. Don has also been an active member of Good Intent Chapter 
No. 17 OES in South Glastonbury for 29 years, serving as Sentinel 
for three terms and as Associate Patron for two terms.

Moving on to the Grand Lodge, Don has served as a District 
Grand Lecturer for two consecutive 2-year terms: 2006-2008 and 

Worshipful Brother Donald Allen Wills Receives 
Pierpont Edwards Medal in Bronze

Continued on page 11
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2024-2026. He was also a member of the Brotherhood-in-Action 
Committee, 2002-2005, and the Masonic Education Committee, 
2004-2007.

When the Hartford Marathon course was changed in 2022 to no 
longer run through South Windsor, Don contacted the Hartford 
Marathon Foundation. He volunteered to be the captain of Water 
Station No. 12, which they agreed to move a half mile along 
the route to be right in front of his house. He now hosts a crew 
of about 20 volunteer Masons each year to staff the water and 
electrolyte tables. 

A deeply religious man, Don was an active member of Wesley 
United Methodist Church in East Hartford for many years. He 
served in several leadership capacities there for many years. More 
recently, Don has been a very involved member of the Vestry 
serving St. John's Episcopal Church in Vernon.

In recognition of his service to our fraternity, his lodge and community, 
the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the state of Connecticut is 
pleased to present Brother Donald A. Wills the Pierpont Edwards 
Medal in Bronze for Distinguished Masonic Service. 

Worshipful Brother Donald Allen Wills 
Receives Pierpont Edwards Medal in 
Bronze  continued from page 10

The Grand Lodge has adopted  
a Lifetime Membership Plan

XOnce purchased, you opt out of your local lodge dues and 
 Grand Lodge assessments.

XYour lodge, through the plan, receives your dues until your 
 50th year of membership.

XUpon your passing your lodge still receives your dues benefit 
 for an additional 10 years.

XRegardless of your financial situation, once the plan is 
 purchased, you can’t be dropped for non-payment of dues.

XApplications and quotes for the Lifetime Membership Plan 
 are FREE.

XNever pay dues again. Apply today!
XContact your Lodge Secretary or Grand Lodge for a application.  
 Grand Secretary: grandsecretary@ctfreemasons.net

NEVER PAY DUESNEVER PAY DUES AGAIN! AGAIN!

Brothers and Sister Gather in Gettysburg  
for Remembrance Day by Greg Webster

 
Brothers and a sister from Eastern Star gathered at the “Friend to Friend” Masonic Monument in Gettysburg on Saturday, November 15, 
2025, as part of the annual Remembrance Day activities. Brothers from Virginia, Ohio, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Maryland, and from 
Good Samaritan Lodge No. 336 in Gettysburg, and including both Union and Confederate re-enactors, gathered for a short ceremony to 
honor not only those who served in the Battle of Gettysburg, but also to re-member the fraternal ties that bound and manifested themselves 
at this time in U.S. history, even across the lines of battle.
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Sojourner’s New London Chapter No. 58 “Builds a Flag” 
at Sachem Chapter No. 57, OES by Greg Webster 

On the evening of November 12, 2025, at the invitation of Worthy 
Matron Elizabeth Warner, the brothers of National Sojourner’s New 
London Chapter No. 58 conducted a “Build a Flag” presentation for 
Sachem Chapter No. 57, OES. After the presentation, refreshments 
were served along with great fellowship!

Safe and Reliable 
Since 1918.

Part-Time Drivers/Monitors Needed 
to Join a Busy Livery Company 

Requirements: 
• Monday-Friday availability.
• Must be 21 years or older.
• Valid CT Driver's License for three consecutive years, 
• Clean driving record. 

Must Pass: a DCF Background Check, the Sex Offender Registry, 
a DMV Background Check, and a DOT Medical Exam.

We offer our Team Members Paid Training, 401k, and Uniforms. 
Pay rate: $19 per hour upon endorsement approval.  
All our vehicles are DMV inspected. 
 
Interested applicants apply online at 
curtintransportationgroup.com
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District 1 
Lodges 3, 5, 6, 8, 19, 65, 67, 85, 104, 107, 142, 144, 149

Masonic Funeral Education: Preparing New Brothers for 
a Sacred Duty
Ashlar-Aspetuck Lodge No. 142 hosted an evening of meaningful 
fellowship and instruction as brothers from across the lower part of the 
state gathered for a special program on the Masonic funeral, one of the 
Craft’s most solemn public ceremonies. A simple shared meal brought 
together Entered Apprentices to Past Masters in a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere, including visiting brethren from Morning Star Lodge No. 
47, Corinthian Lodge No. 104, Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3, and 
St. Peter’s Lodge No. 21. The goal was simple but essential: to ensure 
that a brother’s first exposure to a Masonic funeral is one where he 
feels prepared to support the grieving family with dignity, respect, and 
confidence.

Bro. Kraig Gray, formerly a police honor guard commander who has led far 
too many funerals, brought a sharp eye for precision, logistics, and ceremonial 
detail to the evening. RWB Robert Furce, District Deputy of Masonic District 
1B, joined him as co-presenter. RWB Furce’s dedication to this ritual dates 
back even before he was raised a Master Mason; the first Masonic funeral 
he witnessed as a non-Mason left such a profound impression that it helped 
cement his desire to join the Craft.

Together, they provided a thoughtful and practical examination of the 
ceremony, noting how this public ritual has evolved over time. The brothers 
were provided with the most up-to-date explanations and guidance drawn 
directly from the ritual and teachings of the Grand Lodge AF&AM of 
Connecticut.

An important reminder was emphasized: no amount of ritual knowledge, fine clothing, or 
polished delivery matters if a brother does not actually attend the funeral. The true strength 
of a Masonic funeral lies in the presence of the Craft—brothers standing together to honor 
a departed brother and support the family with a bond that cannot be broken. If a brother’s 
cable tow allows, his duty is to be there.

WB Zuccerella offered an additional insight, reminding everyone that for many families, 
this public ceremony may be their first genuine encounter with Freemasonry. “For them,” he 
noted, “this may be Masonry’s coming to light moment.” 

The discussion was well-received. Even several seasoned Masons expressed their appreciation 
for the clarity and depth of the instruction, noting that they left with a renewed 
understanding of both the meaning and the practical expectations of this sacred duty. 
One brother reflected afterward, “I had attended a couple of funerals in the past, but it always seemed a little hurried, and I was unsure of 
what I was really supposed to do. This really helped me understand.” The evening concluded with warm fellowship and a shared sense of 
purpose—a good night for the lodge and a bright moment of light for all in attendance, especially the newest brothers.
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Ashlar-Aspetuck Lodge No. 142 Holiday Food Drive    
by Kraig Gray
Ashlar-Aspetuck Lodge No. 142 in Easton played an essential role in the annual 
holiday food drive for the Easton Senior Center. After community volunteers 
collected and bagged the donations, the lodge loaded the van and completed the 
delivery the next morning.

Deputy Director Randy met the volunteers, accepted the lodge’s check from 
WM Bob Curwen, and expressed sincere appreciation for Ashlar-Aspetuck’s 
continued support. Director Valerie Buckle received and distributed the food.

Families from TransitionCT not only contributed to the drive but also helped load 
and move dozens of bags and boxes quickly and efficiently. These donations offer 
comfort and stability during a challenging season for many of the less fortunate, 
and the lodge’s hands-on involvement reflects Masonic values in action.
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Temple Lodge No. 65 Fills Carts and Hearts by Jonathan Achar
On November 22 and 23, 2025, Temple Lodge No. 65 of 
Westport collected food donations at Stop & Shop in Wilton. 
The brothers collected more than 20 boxes of non-perishable 
food items and over $1,500 in donations. The food drive was 
initiated by Stop & Shop manager Bro. Justin Magri.

Despite the frosty November conditions, the brothers, 
coordinated by WB Bruce Duff and Bro. Tom Fagan enjoyed 
the fun and good spirits for 12 hours on Saturday and Sunday. 
The generosity of the Stop & Shop patrons 
was overwhelming by any measure. 

Recipients of the community’s generosity 
include Charities, Women in Crisis Center, 
Christ Church Westport, Person to Person 
in Darien, The Gillespie Center of Westport, 
and Weston Food Pantry. 

Temple Lodge No. 65 Annual Christmas Brunch by Johnathan Achar
On Sunday, December 7, 2025, Temple Lodge No. 65 in Westport 
welcomed a large gathering for its annual Christmas Brunch. The event 
featured a sumptuous brunch enjoyed by the brothers, families, and friends, 
after which they moved upstairs, where this year’s recipients of the lodge’s 
generous charitable contributions were announced. WM Richard Ruggiano 
hosted the ceremony, and recipients were asked to say a few words about 
their charity and work in the community. 

This year’s honorees included Westport Police Department, Dyslexia 
Center of Connecticut, Westport EMS, Westport Human Services, A 
Better Chance of Westport, WEBE 108-FM (which conducts a generous 
Christmas Wish gift program in the region), Westport Community 
Theatre, Westport Animal Shelter, Whittingham Cancer Center, Lockwood 
Matthews Mansion, Homes for 
Hope, and Awesome Toys.

The day’s events were capped off by 
a visit from Santa Claus, who, while 
busy prepping for his busy season in 
the North Pole, found time to visit 
Temple Lodge to thank them for their 
annual generosity. The guests then 
finished the day with desserts and 
sweet treats.

Continued on page16
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Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3 Recognizes Brothers' 
Years of Service by Harrison Hinkley
The brothers of Fidelity St. John’s Lodge No. 3 in Fairfield gathered in November for a warm and 
festive Award Night Ceremony marking another year of dedication, fellowship, and community 
services. The celebration included a delicious Thanksgiving-style meal that set the tone for an 
evening filled with gratitude and camaraderie.

Following the meal, the lodge recognized several distinguished brothers for their years of service 
and commitment to Masonic principles.

One of the most notable honors was presented to WB Raymond Roche, who received his 35-year 
pin. His long-standing involvement and steady leadership serve as an example to both seasoned 
brothers and new initiates alike.

Also honored was WB William Schueler, who received his 30-year pin. His long-term devotion 
and loyal service have played a significant role in strengthening the lodge over many years.

The lodge also recognized Bro. Justin Magri with his 10-year pin for his renewed dedication to the 
lodge. Bro. Justin was also recognized for his many and continuous contributions and service as 
Past Potentate of the Pyramid Shriners.

The lodge recognized WB 
Fritzner Erauda with a 10-
year pin. His enthusiasm and 
ongoing contributions were 
warmly acknowledged by 
those in attendance.

In a special moment for 
lodge leadership, WM Barry 
MacDonald received his 
5-year pin, celebrating his 
years of commitment and his 
continued service in guiding 
the lodge throughout the 
current term.

The evening concluded with warm fellowship, reflections on the past year, and renewed inspiration for the work ahead. The lodge extends 
its congratulations to all honorees and expresses gratitude to the volunteers who made the event and dinner such a success.

DISTRICT 1 
Temple Lodge No, 65 
Christmas brunch 
continued from page 15
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Shepherd-Salem Lodge No. 78 Donates Food Baskets
by Miguel Thompson
Shepherd-Salem Lodge No. 78 in Naugatuck continues to appreciate family, 
community, and the riches of the land by providing Thanksgiving food baskets to 
needy families from Hop Brook Elementary School. The lodge provides for families 
who would not otherwise have the opportunity to express gratitude over a big meal a 
sense of hope, harmony, and love. 

On November 24, 2025, JW Miguel Thompson, RWB Al Rollinson, and RWB Steven 
Nevins made the presentations. This ongoing effort has also been expanded to provide 
Easter food baskets.

Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3: A Master’s Gavel 
Returns to Service by James W. D’Acosta
Leadership is the Worshipful Master’s challenge, responsibility, and burden. He wields a gavel to 
regulate meetings. The sound of a single rap ends discussions and commands brothers to stand or sit.

At the installation of officers on December 14, 2025, at Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3 in 
Fairfield, WB James W. D’Acosta, presented the lodge with a gavel for perpetual use.

The design, that of a setting maul used by operative stone masons, is sturdier than a gavel, which 
has a vulnerable neck. The maul’s dense mass recalls the implement’s intended use in building 
King Solomon’s Temple as depicted in the Scottish Rite’s 4th Degree, Master Builder, as well as 
its perversion when wielded as a weapon in another renowned degree. It is a tool whose use for 
good or ill depends on the character and wisdom of the man using it.

Symbolically, the Worshipful Master directs and participates in the work 
of building spiritual temples reflecting divine goodness, charity, and purity 
of thought and actions toward all, more especially fraternal brothers, their 
widows, and orphans. 

This maul was fashioned by Wade Manning, a gifted woodworking hobbyist, 
from a block of rare cocobolo, a variety of tropical rosewood so dense it sinks 
rather than floats in water. Its dominant reddish-brown color is interspersed by 
irregular darker hues, the whole polished to a lustrous finish. 

The weight of the maul takes its handler by surprise, much as the variety 
of tasks demanding a Worshipful Master’s attention. Its heft denotes its 
uncommon durability, but even cocobolo deteriorates and has its own 
numbered days, as does the Master’s tenure. There are just so many meetings 
and activities encompassing his elected term.

The circular inscription was produced by Fairfield Warde High School’s Wood Manufacturing teacher, Luke Allen, using X Tool’s model 
D-1 computer-operated laser engraver. Allen then filled the laser-cut letters and numbers with gold leaf pigment mixed with clear adhesive 
to withstand a century or more of use.

The inscription reads, “The journey east requires support, demands endurance, and leads to pride and humility.” Used during WB 
D’Acosta’s terms of office in 2014-15, it reenters service to regulate the work of Fairfield’s historic lodge, founded in 1762.

District 3 
Lodges 7, 11, 12, 42, 47, 55, 64, 78
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Morning Star Lodge No. 47 Annual Bike Raffle
On Saturday, December 6, 2025, Morning Star Lodge No. 47 in Seymour 
proudly hosted its sixth annual Free Bike Raffle for children as part of the 
Downtown Seymour Community event “Santa Visits Seymour.” Each year, 
Morning Star Lodge is recognized as a dedicated supporter of this festive 
occasion, and residents consistently look forward to viewing the bicycles 
available for the raffle.

The lodge’s ongoing commitment to the “Santa Visits Seymour” event has 
made its bike raffle a highly anticipated tradition within the community. 
Families and children eagerly anticipate the opportunity to participate and win 
a new bicycle.

This year, Morning Star Lodge raffled a total of nine children’s bicycles. Each 
winner also received a safety helmet, ensuring that the recipients could enjoy 
their new bikes safely. The event continues to foster a spirit of giving and 
community involvement in Seymour.

District 4 
Lodges 1, 9, 16, 22, 30, 38, 63, 66, 77, 79, 87, 89, 97, 115, 125, 332, 401, 500

Annawon Lodge No. 115 Supports WHEAT Food Pantry 
with Holiday Food Drive by Scott Shappy
On Tuesday, December 1, 2025, Annawon Lodge No. 115 
of West Haven continued its longstanding tradition of 
community service by delivering a generous collection of 
non-perishable food items to the West Haven Emergency 
Assistance Taskforce (WHEAT) food pantry on Washington 
Avenue in West Haven.

The successful drive was organized by JS Scott Shappy, who 
encouraged the brethren to bring canned goods, boxed 
meals, and other essential items to lodge meetings in the 
weeks prior. The members' response was outstanding, 
resulting in multiple carloads of much-needed donations.

That afternoon, WM Douglas Turcotte and JS Scott Shappy personally delivered the contributions to the pantry. The staff and volunteers 
at WHEAT warmly received the donation and expressed deep appreciation for Annawon Lodge’s continued support, noting that these gifts 
arrived at a critical time when holiday demand places extra strain on pantry resources. This effort reflects the lodge’s ongoing dedication to 
the Masonic principle of relief and its commitment to serving the West Haven community. 
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Annawon Lodge No. 115 Supports West Haven’s 
Homeless Students by Scott Shappy
Last fall, Annawon Lodge No. 115 in West Haven proudly partnered with the West Haven Community House to support homeless and 
housing-insecure students attending West Haven schools.

Through the efforts of brothers, families, and friends, the lodge collected a carload of non-perishable hygiene essentials – toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, deodorant, feminine products, diapers, and wipes. These items were delivered to the Community House, 
which serves as the coordinating hub for the school district’s homeless student liaison program.

The lodge paired the donation with dollars. Earlier this year, Annawon Lodge’s always fun duckpin bowling fundraiser brought Masons and 
guests together for an evening of strikes and brotherhood that raised $500. That check was presented with the hygiene items, giving the 
West Haven Community House both immediate supplies and flexible funds to meet ongoing needs.

From Entered Apprentices to Past Masters, everyone stepped up. This project is Freemasonry at its best, turning its principles into tangible 
help for local children facing hardship.

District 5 
Lodges 14, 29, 33, 36, 101, 128, 140, 146, 148

Unity Lodge No. 148 Provides Thanksgiving Meals for 
Local Families by Hiram Morales 
Every Thanksgiving, the brothers of Unity Lodge No. 148 
in New Britain come together to prepare full Thanksgiving 
meals for several families in need. This year was their largest 
effort yet, helping six families, most of whom were added to 
the list at the last minute.  

Several brothers arrive at the lodge at 4 a.m. on 
Thanksgiving morning to begin prepping the turkeys and 
putting on a large pot of coffee. Over the next few hours, 
brothers trickle in to help with cutting vegetables, mashing 
potatoes, packaging meals, and delivering them. Even the 
Worshipful Master helps by cooking up some biscuits and 
gravy for everyone.  

The brothers feel thankful for what they have by giving what others don’t have. This is truly 
the most humbling and impactful event of the year.
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Hospitality Lodge No. 128 Supports Wethersfield Food 
Assistance Program by Matthew F. Griffin
Brothers of Hospitality Lodge No. 128 in Wethersfield delivered a special run of 
groceries to the Town of Wethersfield’s Food Assistance program as part of their annual 
effort to make meals a little more festive for local residents during the holidays.

Since the lodge’s chartering in 2012, the members of the lodge have been steadfast in 
promoting community support for this event and other annual holiday programs that 
benefit their fellow residents—a special thank you to all the brothers who contributed 
to Hospitality Lodge’s efforts.

Bros. Matt Griffin, Secretary, WM Ted Hasty, and Doug 
Maliszewski, Marshal, at the entrance to Wethersfield Town Hall.

Friendship Lodge No. 33 Lights Up The Green
by Gary Aresneau
Friendship Lodge No. 33 in Southington participated in the "Light up the 
Green" event on December 5. The lodge was all lit up in green, and there were 
activities for the children. 

More than 100 children come through the lodge to visit with the Grinch. Eight 
brothers helped: Bros. Jake Manke, Andrew Pion, Richard Donovan, Jeremy 
Bradbury, and WB Dave Stribling. Bro. Andrew Stribling played the Grinch.

Eight DeMolays also helped: Ethan Charette, Paten Charette, William 
Charette, Jeremy Bradbury, Caleb Nielsen, William Bradbury, Andre Pion, and 
Nick Crawford.
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District 6 
Lodges 4, 25, 28, 70, 73, 88, 145, 400

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 News by Pat Jones
November and December were rewarding times at Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 in South Windsor. The lodge held 
a veteran’s breakfast, open to lodge brothers and the general public. For the event, WM Khamp Phimvongsa cooked 
a complete breakfast menu that was delicious and plentiful for about 30 deserving and appreciative individuals. The 
brothers thought that having breakfast was one way to say thank you to brave service members.

About 40 brothers and significant others enjoyed a baked potato bar with all the fixings during 
dinner hour before the stated communication on November 3. A potato dinner held earlier in 
the year was so popular that the brothers asked to do it again, and WM Phimvongsa agreed.  It is 
amazing how good a simple potato can taste.

The annual Children’s Law Center Gala in Farmington, held in mid-November, was well attended. 
The lodge has long supported this vital agency that advocates for children who need affordable legal 
support and guidance. The dinner and auction raised funding for the center. Attorney and Bro. 
Aaron Gersten, a 67-year member of Hartford Evergreen Lodge, serves as the center's liaison.

The lodge welcomed four new brothers at an early November Entered Apprentice Degree. Bros. Paul 
Morse, Christopher Carlson, Joseph Noti, and Richard Schempp III were initiated.

In early December, the lodge inaugurated a new program, “HE #88 CAN HELP!” suggested by 
WB Dave Prior, to help supply the local food banks. Each brother is asked to bring a non-
perishable canned food item to each lodge meeting or activity. The brothers have been 
responsive thus far, and it is hoped that this becomes a regular part of the lodge’s activity.

Congratulations to WB James Purnell, organist, who was sworn in recently as President 
of the National College of Probate Judges. WB James has been a Mason for more than 55 
years and is a member of Fayette Lodge No. 69 and Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88.  

Finally, Bro. Steve Rucki recently held an annual flu clinic at the lodge. Bro. Steve, a 
pharmacist, has generously given his time and expertise to provide flu shots to the brothers 
and their significant others each year.
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District 7 
Lodges 2, 43, 51, 81, 95, 112, 119, 131, 151

Warren Lodge No. 51 Hosts Presentation on the Purple 
Heart by Jeffrey A. Blayman
At a recent stated communication, 
Warren Lodge No. 51 hosted 
distinguished guest speaker Grand 
Master-Elect Shane Dufresne.  RWB 
Shane spoke on the Purple Heart, 
the origin of which was the Badge 
of Military Merit, first established 
by General and Brother George 
Washington in 1782.

The order was created to encourage 
“virtuous ambition” and to honor 
the service of enlisted men and 
noncommissioned officers and 
was awarded for any singularly 
meritorious action. Bro. Washington 
wanted to create a road to glory open to all in the Continental Army, as 
ordinary enlisted men were not then eligible for the same recognition 
as officers. The award had fallen out of use after the Revolutionary War, 
but was revived in 1932 on the bicentennial of Washington’s birth and 
officially renamed the Purple Heart.

RW Shane’s presentation was a thoughtful look into the history of 
this award and some of its interesting recipients. It has been awarded 
to politician Lt. JG John F. Kennedy (politician), actor James Garner 
(wounded in the Korean War), Army Ranger Pat Tillman (football player), 
as well as to some notable animals who served, like Sgt. Stubby (Yankee 
Division, WWI dog), and Sgt. Reckless, a U.S. Marine 
Corps horse. 

The thoughtful question-and-answer session that followed 
RWB Shane’s presentation offered additional stories from 
veterans in the room, making for a touching and engaging 
evening at the lodge.
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As you read this, the sun has begun its northward journey, leaving the 
Tropic of Capricorn at a Latitude of 23.5 degrees south. Annually, 

it travels south to visit this location at the time of the winter solstice, and 
with it comes a time for nature in the northern hemisphere to rest and lie 
fallow. Nature follows its very own 24-inch rule, and the celestial orbs are 
key markers for periods of rest, regeneration, and fecundity. Deity’s plan 
applies to all facets of existence. Likewise, the order will slowly pick up 
the pace of dispersing light to its members as the sun inexorably travels 
towards the Tropic of Cancer at 23.5 degrees north.

Light through Family Life Events:

Friday, January 26, 7 p.m. Scotch and Cigar Night at the Stamford Cigar 
Bar, $15/Person. 
Sunday, March 1, 1 p.m. Greater Connecticut Youth Orchestra 
Concerts, winter concerts at Klein Auditorium, Bridgeport. Free of 
charge. 
May 13-15, Time TBD Gettysburg Trip – a 3-day outing with overnight 
stay at the battlefields at Gettysburg with close examination of the 
Masonic influence and lore of the tragic events of that time. 
Sunday, May 17, 1 p.m. Greater Connecticut Youth Orchestra 
Concerts, spring concerts at Klein Auditorium, Bridgeport. Free of 
charge. 
May 25, 11 a.m. Memorial Day Parade, Stratford, meet at the Theatre  
Saturday, June 6, Time TBD Les Misérables at Schubert, New Haven. 
Dinner before the show at Brazi’s. 
Sunday, June 7, Time TBD Fishing Trip on the Long Island Sound. 
Saturday, July 18, Time TBD, Dinner Cruise around Manhattan 

Light through Degree work: 
February 2: 4th Degree (live) and Stated Meeting 
February 16: 26th Degree (live) and 27th Degree (video) 
March 9: 8th Degree (live) and 21st Degree (video) 
March 23: 10th Degree (live) and 23rd Degree (video) 
March 30: Feast of the Paschal Lamb 
April 13: 19th Degree (live) and 28th Degree (video) 
May 4: 32nd Degree (live) 
Contact the Consistory office at (203) 375-0064 for information, further 
details, and reservations!

2

I broached the topic of celestial bodies earlier. Light workers should 
be aware of the portents in heaven, and as the Hermetic axiom 

proclaims, “As Above, So Below.” We are entering a period for which 
no known precedent exists in the history of modern mankind.

The overall celestial patina is suggested by the entry of Uranus into 
Gemini, which started last summer and will continue until May 2033. 
This happens with an infrequent cycle. Prior occurrences profoundly 
affected the nation from 1941-1949, 1859-1866, and 1774-1782. The 
historians amongst us can recognize the gravity and lasting societal 
effects of those eras.

In March 2026, six orbs will be in conjunction in the sign of Pisces, 
again an uber-rare event. Most of the outer orbs are changing signs at 
the same time, while Saturn and Neptune are conjunct in Aries. While 
this is not an astrological writing (there is much being written on this 
era elsewhere), it does point out that significant societal change is likely 
to take place in the period leading up to 2032. 

Massive societal pressures have built up globally, and global change of an 
unexpected and perhaps shocking nature is a likely outcome. No matter 
what happens, the only sure thing is that our search for light should be 
unimpeded, and our course must not be swayed by the mundane events 
that most likely will occur, and in which we might be entangled.

Tough times challenge us and our values. It's easy to talk lofty thoughts 
when things are soft and easy, but it's another thing when times turn 
rancid. During this period, we will probably all be challenged to use our 
tools to navigate unimaginable scenarios. Your soul chose this time to be 
alive, so it is an experience that you have spiritually chosen to address. 

Light workers bring skills, hope, and the ethical backbone that a society 
in change will need. Just like the Masonic forefathers who organized 
this great nation, it’s time to gird our proverbial loins and to get ready 
to assist in the making of yet another better society that will honor 
and enable free men to reach their potential. This might very well 
be a time of dislocation and sacrifice; however, possessing the 
knowledge of the Royal Secret will enable us to overcome any 
doubt as to what our conduct must be. 
FIAT LUX!

As always, the Valley of Bridgeport stands ready to help further your understanding of 
the Three degrees of Freemasonry. Should you have questions about the Scottish Rite, 
please feel free to contact me at the email address above, or call the Consistory office at 
(203) 375-0064.

The Royal Secret — Relevant as Ever 
 

by John A. Amarilios, membership@lafayetteconsistory.com

2026 SCOTTISH RITE DEGREES
Reservations required.  

Call the Consistory Office at (203) 375-0064. 
 

Mon. Feb. 2, Stated meeting, 4th Degree (live)

Mon. Feb. 16,  26th Degree (live), 27th Degree (video)
 

Mon. Mar. 9, 18th Degree(live), 21st Degree (video.)
 

For the latest copy of the  
Lafayette Consistory News visit 

https://ctfreemasons.net/appendantbodies/
lafayetteconsistory/ 
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District 8 
Lodges 10, 31, 34, 57, 102, 116, 150

Brainard Lodge No. 102 Past Masters Master Mason 
Degree by Jeffrey A. Blayman
On November 25, 2025, Brainard Lodge No. 102 in 
Niantic held a Past Masters Master Mason Degree, 
presided over by RWB Craig E. Pedro. Under his 
leadership, the lodge has portrayed numerous degrees 
throughout the year. RWB Pedro was precise in 
his ritual, flawlessly delivering the obligation, with 
the candidates, Bros. Joshua Talley and Dylan, and 
Jordan Voijick, echoing it back in perfect unison. The 
floor work was crisp and precise under the direction 
of SD Michael Cantwell. WB Andrew J Pedro II 
assumed the Oriental Chair to portray MEKS. He, 
like his father, gave a commanding performance.

The result was a powerful evening of an awe-inspiring 
degree work designed to raise not just three brothers 
but the entire lodge.

"Freemasonry is an order whose leading star is philanthropy, and 
whose principles inculcate an unceasing devotion to the cause of 
virtue and morality."
                      - Brother Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette
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Now you can support Connecticut Freemasons newspaper online! There is a PayPal dropdown Connecticut Freemasons Booster 
form on the Grand Lodge home page (ctfreemasons.net) just below the PDF version of the paper. **Use the dropdown to select your 
level, click the “Pay Now” button and then follow the directions. You can pay with credit or debit cards or a PayPal account.  
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Kurt Maehlenbrock

Rinaldo & Mary Magliano

James Maxwell

John A. Novak

Michael Shear

John & Jane Sterry

George A. Stickels

William J. Strand

Arthur R. Tinsz

Edwin B. Tuthill, Jr.

Charles & Barbara Yohe

Andy Zeidler

Gus Bodin

Bruce Cagenello

Steven Canada

James D'Acosta

John P. Dilks, Jr.

David Elkodsi

Earl S. Evans

Walter Grube

Gordon R. Hallberg

Laurence Hangland

Dana W. Ivey*

Melvin E. Johnson*

Robert J. Knowles

Scott A. Mantz

Frederick F. Newberth, III

Sandra E. Osten*

Lewis W. Pennell

Anton Petras

George A. Rados

William Reller

Charles A. Rogers

Heinz Rosskothen

Rodney Spooner

John Sturges

Philip D. True

Gordon C. Willoughby

H. Frederick Wintsch

Master Mason Level $250 +

Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88

Ivanhoe Lodge No. 107

King Hiram Lodge No. 12

Fellowcraft Level $150 $249

Quinta Essentia Lodge No. 500

Entered Apprentice Level $75 $149

Anchor Lodge No. 112

Columbia Lodge No. 25

Coastal Lodge No. 57*

Corinthian Lodge No. 63

Evening Star Lodge No. 101

St. Peter's Lodge No. 21

Valley Lodge No. 36

 Lodges & Organizat ions

 Booster  ($25 $49.99)

Ken Buckbee

Philip D. Cogle

William G. Demetriades

Victor George

Gold Door in the Wall

Donald Goodrich

Cliff Kearney

Shannan Kinsella

Roger Knickerbocker*

Robert B. McKay

Marcos B. Ribeiro

William G. Rose

Martin Rudnick

Darrel Scribner

Steven B. Shapiro*

Robert J. Shopey, Sr.

Robert J. Shopey, III

William T. Shopey

Thomas Zampedri*

In Memory of CA Duke

BOOSTERS Thank you for your generous contribution! Update: December 6, 2025.
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FREEBIES:  Plates, cups, and saucers formerly owned by a lodge, and with a history of 

being used for many years by the lodge and Eastern Star, are looking for a new home. 

Besides their Masonic family value, they would make a great addition to any member 

of the Masonic family in need of place settings for dinners.  Also, available is an older, 

functional commercial kitchen and dishwasher. It is yours for the take-away! Contact 

Scott at 860-869-2842 for details.

District 9 
Lodges 15, 24, 46, 60, 69, 110, 113, 122

Fayette Lodge No. 69 Participates in Wadsworth 
Atheneum Tree Festival by Cody Baumgartner
The Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art in Hartford hosted its annual Festival of Trees 
& Traditions from December 4-14, 2025. Part expo, part fundraiser, part display of local 
talent and creative flair, attendees can walk among the trees, marvel at the work local families, 
schools, businesses, and groups have donated to the Wadsworth Atheneum, and also have 
the opportunity to purchase these fully decorated trees. This is why the festival runs in early 
December.

This year Fayette Lodge No. 69 of Ellington worked to donate a tree, and the brethren were 
very proud of how it came together! As this was the first of what is planned to be an annual 
event, the tree was titled “Hope, Faith & Charity,” with blue as the primary color scheme. 

The blue ornaments were selected to remain shatterproof for the future owner, and the surface 
was designed to facilitate decoration: images of lodge officers' jewels and various appendant 
bodies were hand-drawn, including the Shrine, Grotto, and Tall Cedars of Lebanon, all of 
which included Fayette Lodge brothers on their membership rolls.
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The Annual Toy Drive Nets an Ambulance Full of Toys for 
St. Mary's Little Ones by Pat Kalinauskas

The annual toy drive spearheaded by the Order of the Eastern Star (OES) 
and National Camping Travelers (NCT) netted an ambulance and an SUV 
loaded with toys for the Pediatric Trauma Unit of St. Mary's Hospital in 
Waterbury. The officers of Grand Lodge AF&AM of Connecticut and office 
staff were also very generous with a monetary donation that will be used to 
purchase toys for children with special needs. Lady Martha Chapter, OES,  
and Golden Rod Chapter, OES, also made a joint monetary donation to help 
purchase batteries, which are always in demand. The culmination of the toy 
drive was a fantastically delicious brunch prepared and served by members 
of Lady Martha Chapter on December 6 in Monroe.

Dr. Kent Burgwardt of St. Mary's Hospital, thanked Eastern Star, NCT, and 
the Grand Lodge for their support all these years. He expressed the dire need 
for these toys and how they make a visit to the ED less traumatic for a child, 
and also for siblings. The ED allows the older child to choose their toy, and 
there are always a need for stuffed animals for any child who may need 
something soft to hug and cuddle.

Worthy Grand Matron Suzie Dana spoke about the unique toy drive that 
OES has generously supported for 10 years. Star chapters around the 
state donate toys for the WGM's official visitation. She introduced her 
committee of Pat Kalinauskas, Linda Adams, and Joanne DeVoe, and 
Santa's helpers, Seth and Kimberlee Lee, and Craig and Cherrie MacIntyre. 

Dennis Morgan, National President of National Camping Travelers, 
was pleased with the number of toys collected. He spoke of the special 
collaboration between OES and NCT, and support from the Grand 
Lodge that helps make a trip to the emergency department less 
frightening for so many kids. 
 
Then the fun began when the toys were loaded into an ambulance, which was quickly filled. Additional 
toys were loaded into a Trinity Security SUV.  The toy drive for St. Mary's kids was a success again in 
2025. Associate Grand Matron Judy Behler said she and Associate Grand Patron Bruce Bellmore, look 
forward to supporting the toy drive and returning to Lady Martha Chapter in 2026!

l-r front: Tamika, head of St. Mary's security; Michele, RN, St. Mary's 
lead clinical advisor; Trinity EMT, St. Mary's Chief of Staff Dr. Kent 
Burgwardt; OES Worthy Grand Matron Suzie Dana, NCT National 
President, Dennis Morgan. l-r rear; Trinity EMT, and Tamika's son.
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