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In some years, as it is this year, Thanksgiving (the fourth Thursday of November) falls in such a way 
that most, if not all, of the following week coincides with the first week of December. Retailers will 

tell you that makes for a short shopping season, especially when contrasted with years that have one 
more full week of November following Thanksgiving Thursday. These short Christmas seasons mean 
that the holiday is upon you almost before you realize it. This year is just such a year. 

For me, it has been a very unusual year. After 66 years of enjoying my birthday, 
Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas, in New England with fall foliage and 

perhaps snow, the only real constant this year has been those important dates 
themselves. Otherwise, autumn has been full-on sun almost every single day; 
shorts and flip-flops were the uniform of the day through Veterans Day, and save 

for one lone aspen tree in Red Rock Canyon, there was not a lot of fall foliage. 
Of course, the spectacular sunsets almost every single evening do have 

a way of lessening any need for brilliant orange and red leaves – one 
merely needs to just look at the sky.

I also worked on a software project with a team from Auckland, 
New Zealand, for most of this year. While I didn’t get to travel 

there, the Teams meetings with Kiwi engineers who were starting 
to wear long sleeves and fleece as we got warmer and warmer were 
interesting. Christmas for them might be spent by the pool in 

midsummer. Our July 4 is the middle of their winter… All that was a 
lot to comprehend, as if the realization that in our Teams meetings, 
we were effectively “talking to tomorrow” because of the 19-hour 

time difference wasn’t mind-boggling enough.

And so, I’ve learned that it doesn’t really matter the weather, it 
doesn’t really matter if there is snow. Christmas decorations are 

Christmas decorations, even in the desert. What makes the 
holidays special (and has always made them so) is family and 
friends, old memories, and opportunities to make new memories. 

Brothers gather with brothers and lodges celebrate as they have 
according to their tradition. Families gather also according to their traditions; the 
older generation enjoys the youngest, while the youngest waits impatiently for 
Christmas Eve with Santa Claus coming down the chimney.

Another year is almost in the books, another circumambulation around the Sun. Some old friends and 
brothers are now but cherished memories, but as rosebuds wait beneath the silent snow, new friends 
and brothers are silently waiting to be made.

We at Grand Lodge Publications would like to wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas, a Happy 
Hanukkah, and a Happy New Year. 

Be safe, be warm, be happy, and may God Rest Ye Merry…

Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M.  
of Connecticut�  

69 Masonic Avenue • Wallingford, CT 06492 
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 

1:15 p.m. 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 
203-679-5903  

Fax: 203-679-5996 
email: grandlodge@ctfreemasons.net 

web: www.ctfreemasons.net

 
 
 
 
 

Volume 21 Number 4
Publisher 

THE GRAND LODGE 
OF CONNECTICUT AF & AM 

Publications Committee  
Theodore J. Nelson, Chairman 

Francis G. Way, Editor
Jeff S. Bartlett 
Bud Buckner

Rev. Carl H. Anderson, Masonicare 
Adam Raider, Masonicare

Pat Kalinauskas, Creative/Layout 
 

CONTRIBUTORS 
John A. Amarilios
Carl H. Anderson
Jeffrey A. Blayman

Shane Dufresne
Ray Geer

William L. Greene 
Sandie Greene

Kraig Gray
Arnie Grot

Nicholas H. Ives
Patrick Jones
Steve Lewis

Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr.
Perne Maynard
Martin & Max
Mark Orsini
Jeff Parker

Raul A. Pereles, Jr.,
Kyle Podpolucha
David J. Stewart 

Miguel Thompson 
Jon-Paul Venoit 
George Zinycz

Of Christmas, One Lone Aspen, Talking to 
Tomorrow, and Happy New Year

by Francis G. Way



4 DECEMBER 2025 | Connecticut Freemasons ctfreemasons.net

Grand Master’s Message 

by MWB Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr.

Hello my brothers,

First, I hope everyone had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving, such a 

great time to spend with family and 
friends! Next, I'm looking forward to 

a joyous Merry Christmas! Mary and I wish health and happiness to all!

During my travels throughout our Grand Jurisdiction, I've 
encountered a recurring situation: a seeming lack of knowledge or an 
abundance of misinformation regarding the Grand Lodge Rules and 
Regulations. I recall that in the early days of my Masonic journey, 
after becoming a Master Mason, I received a blue binder containing 
the GLR&Rs. I would periodically receive updates and changes to 
keep my book current. Now, with Grandview, the current rules and 
regs are available online.

I encourage all who haven't to register with Grandview to gain 
access to this, as well as numerous other resources. After logging 
into Grandview, select ‘My Portal’ at the top of the page, click on 
‘Resources’ and then ‘Master Mason,’ scroll down to the bottom to 
'Rules and Regulations' where you will find the Rules and Regulations 
with Nickerson’s Digest, and a study course on the rules and regs. I've 
also decided to use this opportunity to highlight some important 
sections for all Master Masons, new and old alike. The following just 
scratches the surface of our Rules and Regulations:

Section 4001. Rights of a Member Defined.

The rights of a member of a Lodge are:

a. To sit in the Lodge.

b. To vote upon all questions brought before the Lodge.

c. To be tried by his peers.

d. To appeal to the Grand Lodge.

e. To visit any Lodge while it is not engaged in private business.

f. To cast his ballot for or against all petitioners for admission, or affiliation, 
as well as candidates who have not received their Entered Apprentice 
obligation, without assigning any reason therefor. 10/12

g. To be relieved and comforted in want, sickness, or distress.

h. To be buried Masonically by his Lodge, if practicable, or by a recognized 
Masonic Lodge.

i. To receive a dimit upon payment of his dues to the Lodge, if not under 
charges of unmasonic conduct, nor under Masonic censure, provided 

the granting of such dimit will not impair the efficiency of the Lodge. See 
Section 4601.

j. To sit in the Grand Lodge.

Section 4006. Plural Membership, Rights, Limitations, and Privileges, 
Defined.

A Mason may be a member of any number of regular Lodges and Lodges 
of Research within this Grand Jurisdiction... 

The member’s “Primary Lodge” in this Grand Jurisdiction is defined as the 
Lodge of which he first became a member in this Grand Jurisdiction. When 
a member holds membership in other Connecticut Lodges as well, these 
Lodges are defined as a member’s “Affiliate Lodges” ...

Involuntary loss of membership in his Primary Lodge shall constitute the 
loss of membership in his Affiliate Lodge or Lodges. However, involuntary 
loss of membership in one or more of his Affiliate Lodges shall not 
constitute the loss of membership in his Primary Lodge or other Affiliate 
Lodges, providing that he is a member in good standing in his Primary 
Lodge. Involuntary loss of membership in a Lodge in another Grand 
Jurisdiction has no effect on his Lodge membership(s) in this Grand 
Jurisdiction. It shall be the duty of the Secretaries of the Lodges in this 
Grand Jurisdiction to keep each other informed of additions, losses, or 
changes in status of dual or plural members on their rolls. When an out-of-
state Lodge is involved, it is the duty of the Lodge Secretary to keep that 
Lodge advised of changes in status of such members through the office of 
the Grand Secretary.

Section 4405. How Suspension Is Terminated.

Such suspension of membership ceases on the expiration or revocation of the 
dispensation, or the expiration, or stay or reversal of the sentence of decree.

Section 4406. Reinstatement of a Grand Lodge Suspended Member.

A member suspended by the Grand Lodge shall have the right to petition 
Grand Lodge for the reinstatement of his membership, and thereupon a 
hearing for that purpose shall be held by the Commissioner of Trials as 
soon as feasible; the provisions of Part 6 shall govern such hearing except 
that the burden of proof shall rest upon the petitioner. Membership may 
be restored by a two-thirds vote of the Grand Lodge at a Regular Grand 
Lodge Communication upon recommendation of the Trial Commission, 
notice of the intent to take such vote having been given in the Call for the 
Communication.

Continued on page 5
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Section 4500. How Membership is Lost.

Membership is lost:

a. By obtaining a dimit.

b. By being struck from the Roll of Members, upon due notice for non-payment 
of dues.

c. By being expelled from Masonry, after due trial.

d. By the abrogation or surrender of the charter of the Lodge.

Section 4501. How Membership Is Suspended.

Membership is suspended:

a. By sentence of suspension by the Lodge, after due trial.

b. By decree of the Grand Lodge.

c. By arrest of the charter of the Lodge.

d. By conviction of a felony, without further proceedings, except as to notice 
hereinafter set forth. 10/11

Notice of such suspension shall be signed by the Grand Master and sent by 
the Grand Secretary by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, 
postage prepaid, to such person at his last address on file with the Grand 
Secretary, and a copy thereof sent to the Lodge of such person.

Sorry to be a little long-winded, but there's so much more that I could 
have added. I again ask that you familiarize yourselves with Grand 
Lodge's rules and keep this resource handy. 

Fraternally yours,

Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr. 
Grand Master

Grand Master's Message continued from page 4

Bruce Alyn Jaxheimer 
Somerset-St. James Lodge No. 34

August John Molitano 
St. Andrews Lodge No. 64 

Robert P. Mulvihill 
Estuary Lodge No. 43

Dean Eldon Phillips 
Warren Lodge No. 51

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 50-YEAR MEMBERS!

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 75-YEAR MEMBER!
Frank G. Smith 

Brainard Lodge No. 102

Continued on page 4
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Deputy Grand Master's Message by RW Bro. Shane Dufresne

On Saturday, October 18, at the Grand Lodge Semi-Annual 
Communication, the brothers in attendance elected me to serve our 

jurisdiction as the Grand Master for 2026. I’m honestly still processing 
this. It feels surreal, and I’m extremely humbled and filled with gratitude.

While serving as a progressive Grand Lodge line officer, I have had 
brothers ask me how it feels to know that you’ll be Grand Master one day, 
or say, “When you are Grand Master…” I always stopped them and said 
there is no guarantee of that happening. They gave me a perplexed look 
and asked what I meant by that. I always answer that nothing is definite 
and that I shouldn’t assume it’s going to happen. 

I learned this early in my Masonic career, when I became an officer 
in my lodge, Harmony Lodge No. 42, in Waterbury. I was advised 
that there are no promises of being appointed or elected to the next 
position. I was further informed that I had to earn the next position 
by putting in the work in the current position that I held. I was told to 
treat it as a yearly lease. I have operated that way since. I think that has 
helped me remain focused on the tasks at hand. To assume that you will 
automatically attain something long before it happens is a disservice 
to the Craft and a bit presumptuous. It may lead you to become lax or 
lazy in your efforts, as you may think you have already secured the next 
position. I honestly believe you still have to earn the next position by 
showing the Craft you are putting in the work and effort, and not just 
going through the motions. 

I had this same mentality as a District Deputy. After being appointed, I 
knew I served at the Grand Master’s will and pleasure. I knew he could 
replace me at any time if he felt I was not doing my job. I never assumed I 
would be automatically re-appointed to a second year. I knew that was at 
the discretion of the next Grand Master.

During my four years as Grand Almoner, I had the absolute pleasure of 
living my obligation by helping brothers and widows in need. To date, 

this was one of my proudest and most fulfilling accomplishments in 
Masonry. But I also knew that I served at the will and pleasure of the 
Grand Master and that there were no promises of being re-appointed by 
the next one. 

That all being said, I knew I couldn’t be shortsighted and not start 
planning for the possibility of being elected Grand Master. I would fail 
if I didn’t. I have been working hard behind the scenes to ensure I am as 
prepared as possible. So, if I am fortunate enough to be installed at the 
2026 Annual, I have several events currently being planned by myself 
and numerous other brothers. I believe you will be impressed and enjoy 
them all. My potential year as Grand Master coincides with the 250th 
anniversary of our country. Several themed events will be announced over 
the next few months, as some details are still being finalized. I am looking 
forward to a fun year with those events. I hope you and your families will 
also have the same experience.

I will be working closely with our Grand Almoner, RWB Carl Anderson, 
and all of the Associate Grand Almoners, as well as the District Lecturers. 
I have several ideas in mind that I feel will benefit and enrich our 
fraternity. As I finish working on these ideas and meet with them, they 
will also be rolled out to all of you at the appropriate time. We all should 
also remain focused on moving the men along through the Blue Wave 
process. As MWB Magliano has stated, membership is the key to any 
organization. Equally as important is mentoring these and all new Masons 
so that they stay with us for many years to come. We need to protect our 
future.

Finally, I would like to thank you again for trusting me to represent our 
Grand Lodge. It is truly an honor, and I will work hard to make you 
proud to be a Connecticut Mason.

Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas,  
Happy Kwanzaa, and a Happy New Year!
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From the Desk of the Grand Chaplain 
The Rev. Carl H. Anderson

It is December, and the holidays are upon us once again. While the season is often hectic with overflowing 
schedules, this time of the year can be challenging amid the frenzy of so many added activities and events.

Scripture reminds us that peace is a gift of God. For example, the book of Isaiah defines "peace" by 
the Hebrew word shalom, which means more than just the absence of conflict; it signifies wholeness, 

completeness, and well-being.” The Prophet understood that God is present in times of challenge and busy schedules. 

The foundations of peace, hope, and joy are the true meaning of the holiday season. They remind us that God has given them freely to 
humanity. They describe God’s gift of unending love for all. 

As Isaiah suggests, let us not lose sight of the peace of God. Let us take a few moments to remember the many ways that God blesses us. May you 
experience hope, peace, and joy, which are the true meaning of this season.

We offer our condolences to the family and friends 
of those brothers who have been called by 

The Grand Architect of the Universe.
Dana Francis Basto 
Putnam Lodge No. 46 

Paul F. Berg 
Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 

Ronald G. Busch 
America St. Johns Lodge No. 8 

James E. Butler 
Annawon Lodge No. 115 

 
Robert G. Clarke 

St. Alban's Lodge No. 38 

Royce H. Friedman 
America St. Johns Lodge No. 8 

 
William G. Gunter, Sr. 

America St. Johns Lodge No. 8 
 

Paul M. Kuziel 
Widow's Son Lodge No. 66 

 
James Thomas McWain 

Temple Lodge No. 65 
 

George A. Pattison 
Columbia Lodge No. 25 

Norman B. Peck, Jr. 
Brainard Lodge No. 102 

Joseph F. Turechek, Jr. 
Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

 
Robert C. Woodford, Jr. 
King Hiram Lodge No. 12
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Grand Historian's Corner 
Bro. David J. Stewart

Keeping Masonic Tradition Alive 
With the Light We Share

As Freemasons, we are bound by more 
 than ritual and ceremony. We are bound 

by a timeless pursuit of light. In our world of 
constant change, where knowledge expands but 
wisdom sometimes fades, we remain eternal 
learners. It is our duty to keep alive the sacred 
flame that our founders lit – men of vision 
and courage, who understood that the greatest 
legacy they could leave was history.

To keep our tradition and history alive, we 
must do three things:

Recommit to Learning and Self-Mastery

Our ancient charges remind us that Masonry 
is a system of morality, veiled in allegory and 
illustrated by symbols. These symbols are living 
lessons, tools for continual refinement.

We must model curiosity and humility with 
reading, studying, and reflecting, so that 
younger men see in us not perfection but 
progress. Let them see that Masonry is not a 
title but a life’s journey of transformation.

Make the Craft Visible Through Service

The world watches what we do more than what 
we say.

Our charity, mentorship, and presence in our 
communities are the living stones of our temple. 
When young men see Freemasons serving without 
fanfare, giving without recognition, and leading 
with integrity, they just might seek that same light. 
Let our actions be our loudest lectures.

Mentor with Intention

Every brother is a link in a chain stretching 
across centuries.

It is our duty to extend that chain, hand to 
hand, heart to heart. Invite younger men to 
our lodges, teach them not just the words, 
but the meaning. Share with them the stories, 
the challenges, and the joys that come with 
walking uprightly before the Grand Architect 
and man.

In doing so, we do more than preserve Masonry – 
we propel it forward.

Not so long ago, I had the opportunity to 
read about a conversation that had taken place 
between two people:

A friend, someone of deep faith, found out that 
I am a Freemason. She smiled politely and said, 
“Oh, I guess I’ll have to act and talk differently 
around you.”

Curious, I asked her why. She told me, quite 
honestly, that she’d always heard the Masons were 
some sort of secret society, maybe even a cult.

Now, as Freemasons, we’ve all heard some 
version of that before. And while I could have 
brushed it off, I decided instead to explain who 
we really are and what we stand for.

I told her that Masonry is not a religion, but 
that it requires a belief in a higher power – 
The Great Architect of the Universe – as a 
foundation of moral living. Masonry is one 
of the few remaining entities in today’s world 
where men of all faiths can meet upon the level, 
work together in harmony, and support one 
another without the barriers of creed, color, or 
background.

In our lodges, we do not ask what a man 
believes—only that he believes. And in a 
world so divided by ideology and fear, that is 
something truly extraordinary.

We live in a time when faith is often used to 
divide rather than unite, when institutions are 
mistrusted, and when genuine brotherhood is 
becoming increasingly rare. But Masonry, our 
Masonry, remains a place where light is still shared 
freely among men who seek it.

We cannot expect the world to see us as 
we see ourselves, especially if we keep that 
enlightenment hidden behind closed doors. It 
shines not only in our rituals and meetings, but 
also in how we live our lives, how we treat others, 
how we serve our communities, and how we 
conduct ourselves as Freemasons in public.

Every time we help a neighbor, speak kindly, or 
act with integrity, we are teaching the world what 
Freemasonry is. Every time we show compassion, 
patience, or humility, we are demonstrating 
that Freemasonry is not a secretive cult – it is a 
fraternity of men striving to be better husbands, 
fathers, friends, and citizens. 

Our fraternity is built around many symbols and 
the ensuing explanation of each one. The Square 
reminds us to act justly, the Compasses teach us 
to keep our passions within due bounds, and the 
Level brings us together as equals – those are not 
just lessons for the lodge room. They are lessons 
for the world outside our doors.

We are builders – not of temples of stone, 
but of lives shaped by virtue and guided by 
enlightenment. We believe that faith and 
reason can coexist, that kindness is strength, 
and that unity among diversity is not a dream, 
it’s a duty. We strive to live openly, honestly, 
and compassionately so that when people 
hear the word Freemason, they think not of 
mystery but of honor, not of secrecy but of 
service. Let our lives be the best defense against 
misunderstanding, and our actions are the truest 
expression of our faith. 

May the Great Architect of the Universe guide 
our hands and hearts as we labor together. Not 
for ourselves, but for the generations to come, 
who will build upon our foundation and add 
more history to this great fraternity.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW BROTHERS!

Fidelity St. John's Lodge No. 3
Bryan Perry Sample

Fayette Lodge No. 69
Peter James Howard

Justin Michael McCollum

Washington Lodge No. 70
William D. Pelkey

Hakan Yula

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88
Kirt Joseph Ciantar

Fredrick Anthony Craig
Nicholas Ryan Guillette
Daniel Steven Jacques
Patrick James Mitchell
Chad Nicholas Pelletier

Raheem James Vann-Davidson

Brainard Lodge No. 102 
Christopher William Collett

Mazen Mohamed ElMaghrabi
A. J. Powers

Corinthian Lodge No. 104 
Marcos Signorini Prado

Ionic Lodge No. 110
Wesley Adam Crouch

Annawon Lodge No. 115
Ralph  Warner

DEE’S ANTIQUES  
$ PAYS $ TOP DOLLAR • 2032358431

BUYING Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Coins, Military Items, Musical 
Instruments, Old Advertising Signs & Memorabilia, Fishing 
& Hunting Equipment, Vintage Toys, Comic Books, Antique 
Furniture, Anything Old & Unusual 

Serving Community & Family Respectfully for Over 50 Years
Call Thomas Spratta at 203.235.8431

600 West Main St., Meriden, CT 06451
TJS600@cox.net

The Grand Lodge has adopted  
a Lifetime Membership Plan

XOnce purchased, you opt out of your local lodge dues and 
 Grand Lodge assessments.

XYour lodge, through the plan, receives your dues until your 
 50th year of membership.

XUpon your passing your lodge still receives your dues benefit 
 for an additional 10 years.

XRegardless of your financial situation, once the plan is 
 purchased, you can’t be dropped for non-payment of dues.

XApplications and quotes for the Lifetime Membership Plan 
 are FREE.

XNever pay dues again. Apply today!
XContact your Lodge Secretary or Grand Lodge for a application.  
 Grand Secretary: grandsecretary@ctfreemasons.net

NEVER PAY DUESNEVER PAY DUES AGAIN! AGAIN!
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Masonicare employees, board members, and 

members of the Masonic Family gathered on a 

chilly November evening to celebrate the grand 

reopening of Masonicare Health Center’s newly 

renovated outdoor courtyard.

Enhancements include new stonework, an 

outdoor kitchen with grill, gazebo, new outdoor 

furniture, and more. 

“This is a space that will bring peace, joy and 

connection to our residents, patients, famililes 

and staff for years to come,” said Long-Term 

Care Administrator Courtney O’Sullivan. “It’s a 

wonderful example of what can happen when 

vision meets generosity and we’re deeply grateful 

to the donors and friends of The Masonic Charity 

Foundation of Connecticut whose philanthropic 

support made it possible.”

“We’re not just celebrating a new courtyard,” said 

WB JP Venoit, President and CEO of Masonicare. 

“We’re celebrating the priceless memories that 

will be created here.”

Cold Hands, Warm Hearts at Ribbon-
Cutting for MHC Courtyard

We are your Masonicare.
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From the Desk of Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit
President & CEO of Masonicare

Last month, I had the pleasure of joining our Vice President of Assisted 
Living Services, Rachael Laudano, on a trip to Texas to support our 

colleague, Ashley O’Brien, as she received a Future Leader Award from 
Senior Housing News.

The award honors high-performing employees aged 40 or younger who 
are passionate and dedicated advocates for older adults, committed to 
ensuring their well-being. Ashley has certainly been that as she approaches 
her first anniversary as Executive Director of Masonicare at Greenridge 
Place in Rocky Hill.

Ashley has many strengths as an emerging leader – patience, compassion, 
and professionalism chief among them. But she also understands that 
success in our industry hinges on one’s ability to adapt and grow. That 
applies to individuals as much as it does to organizations.

Ashley and Rachael then accompanied me to Arlington for a visit and 
tour of the Texas Masonic Retirement Community of the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of Texas. Their gorgeous, 100-acre campus features a variety 
of senior living options and all sorts of amenities … along with a small 
herd of cattle (it is Texas, after all).

From there, it was off to Stoney Brook of Hewitt, an assisted living 
community in Central Texas. It is one of many communities in the region 
managed by the Long Hill Company, Masonicare’s consulting arm. 
Not only did I meet some great staff, but I got to witness the impact of 

Masonicare’s growing reach. Through 
Long Hill, we are helping other 
senior living providers across the 
nation achieve operational success 
and hold themselves to the highest 
standards of care.

As we close out another year, I want 
to thank the Masonic Family for its 
continued support of Masonicare. I 
hope you take pride in the successes 
we’ve achieved and look forward, as 
I do, to what’s in store in the year to 
come. I wish you all a holiday season 
filled with happiness and good cheer, and a joyous New Year.

Yours fraternally,

Jon-Paul Venoit
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From Darkness To Light –  
A Missive from Martin & Max

by Martin & Max

Close your eyes, and imagine being born into darkness, blind, never seeing light. You live your time on this earth using your other senses 
to touch, feel, and identify objects. Sounds help you learn your surroundings.

While performing the Masonic play Martin & Max we use darkness and light to signify the passing of time, and scene changes. Today, 
through the miracle of Lasik eye surgery, some people can be brought from darkness to light. What a wonderful feeling it must be to 
experience light for the first time! To be able to see colors and to distinguish shapes.

However, studies have proven that this is not the glorious epiphany people have when opening their eyes after surgery. Colors are blurred, 
shapes are indistinguishable, and the new light is harsh and blinding.

Our three degrees: Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason, bring our new Masonic brothers to light gradually through each 
beautiful ceremony and Masonic lecture. Masonry is a Craft that must be nurtured through time, instruction, and experience.

When we try to take shortcuts on our Masonic path to eternity, we are not embracing the light of our journey. Your decision to become a 
brother Mason was one of the most important choices of life, both here, and the hereafter.

Finally, in your leisure hours, find the time to converse with well-informed brethren who will be as willing to impart Masonic knowledge as 
you are ready to receive it.

Grand Lodge Office Hosts Secretaries Seminar in Meriden 
by Mark Orsini

Secretaries from across the state gathered in Meriden on the morning of Saturday, November 8, for the Grand Lodge Office Secretaries Seminar.

Grand Secretary RWB Jim Anderson, together with Deputy Grand Secretary Greg Whitehouse and Administrative Assistants WB Mark Orsini and 
Lynnmarie Evans, hosted the program, which featured updates to Grand View and the introduction of improved, streamlined procedures for managing 
membership more effectively. Attendees enjoyed hot coffee and freshly baked pastries during the informative session.

A follow-up seminar for new secretaries is scheduled for February 2026.
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The Committee for Masonic Education is comprised of brothers who 
are experienced in the Craft and are willing to share their knowledge 

with the brothers of Connecticut Masonry. This article aims to share some 
of the offerings you might find helpful in your practice of Masonry. 

Our last seminar targeted prospective senior leaders in our lodges. We 
were able to record most of the seminar and have uploaded it to Grand 
View so that you can watch the videos at your leisure. They make fantastic 
lodge programs for lodge itself or an officer meeting. If you log into 
Grand View with your member login, go to Resources > Master Mason 
> Masonic Education, and you will find a host of great content inside. To 
highlight our latest work, I recommend:

• "Good Master, Bad Master" by the CME Brotherhood - This was a 
series of vignettes designed to show some of the challenges a Worshipful 
Master may face when in the East. We have “Bad Master” (played by 
RWB Steven Allinson) make a host of mistakes and gaffes that make the 
problem even worse. “Good Master” (Played by WB Julio Calvao) listens 
to our assembled attendees and makes the problem better by handling it 
in a better way.

• "Building a Ritual Team" by WB Kyle Podpolucha - This talk is all 
about how you can develop your ritual team as a leader in the Craft for 
maximum efficacy.

• "Planning Your Year as Master" by WB Christopher Bolster - Want 
to know how to lay out your trestleboard? WB Chris shows you how to 
easily develop a program for your lodge that brings brothers to lodge and 
promotes the Master’s goals for the year.

• "Grand Lodge Awards" by RWB Nicholas Ives - I speak briefly about 
the awards given out by the Grand Lodge and encourage brothers to 
apply for them.

• A Guide to the East: A Course for the Worshipful Master - This self-study 
course guides the upcoming Master in how to prepare for the important 
role of leader of the lodge. This uses a framework of before/during/after 
your year as Master and shares the collective wisdom of the committee.

As part of our initiative for membership and education, I have conducted 
a number of interviews with thought leaders in the Craft to learn more 
about who those brothers are and how their exceptional skills help 
promote our labors in the quarries. Those interviews are posted on 
Facebook and in Grand View in the same location. You can learn more 
about York and Scottish Rite, as well as hear more from many of those 
who work in the Grand Lodge for the benefit of all Masons throughout 
the jurisdiction. 

I am happy to announce our next seminar, Ritual Boot Camp 2026. We 
walk through each part of lodge officer’s practice, reading the book as we 
do so. If you do attend, I encourage you to bring your own personal ritual 
book and take notes as you go to ensure that you pick up the small details 
that will level up your ritual performance and make your brothers proud. 

It will be held on January 31, 2026, at Meridian Lodge No. 77, as close to 
the center of the state as we could get. We will have coffee and donuts at 
8:00 a.m., and the seminar will start promptly at 8:30 a.m. The address is 
35 Pleasant St. Meriden, CT, and the lodge is on the third floor. 

On March 14, 2026, we will be holding a seminar for new Masons who 
would like to begin to learn more about the symbols and values of our 
Craft, all while understanding how our traditions and decorum help 
preserve those tools for us. This is recommended for brothers who would 
like a refresher on the basics of Freemasonry and its practice and want a 
chance to remember some of their earlier learnings. I will publish more 
about that seminar as it grows nearer. 

If you have questions about the committee or need a referral for a speaker 
in your lodge from the committee, please contact me at nickives@
ctfreemasons.net, and I will do my best to assist. 

Ready for the Next Step? The CME Can Help.
by Nicholas H. Ives
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Syria Grotto Table Grotto
On Saturday, November 1, Syria Grotto held its first-ever Table 

Grotto: The Medieval Order of the Knights of La La Rookh. 
Masons from all over Connecticut, Vermont, and Long Island attended.

The Grand Historian of Grottoes International and President of the 
Empire State Grotto Association, Frank Sforza, also attended.

The meal was eaten “medieval style” with one’s hands or using bread as 
scoops. The dinner included Dragon’s Blood (tomato bisque), roasted 
Cockatrice (roast chicken), and mulled cider.

After a night of good fellowship and sufficiently rosy cheeks, all those 
attending were created Knights of La La Rookh in true medieval fashion 
by King Bubba, after which they descended to the Grotto in the basement 
for further revelry.
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Washington Commandery No. 1, KT  
Creates Five New Knights of Malta

by Arnie Grot

On October 7, Eminent Prior Eric Hoy opened a 
 priory of Malta at 7:30 p.m., and the Order of Malta 

was portrayed with Samuel Caligiuri as Exemplar. Tad 
Bristor, Craig Buckley, Samuel Caligiuri, Robert Dodge, and 
David LaFargue were created Knights of Malta. Eminent 
Commander of Washington Commandery No. 1, SK Eric 
Hoy, thanked Bill Miller for his role as director and the cast 
for their wonderful performance. Those present acknowledged 
this achievement with hearty applause.

(rear l-r) Arnie Grot, Andrew Flasko, Bill Weisert, Steve Matthews,  
Joseph Grieco, Jason Rieger, Charles Fowler, and Walt Grube. 

(middle l-r) Bill Miller, Eric Hoy, David Lafarge, Mark Blackaby,  
F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr., Jack Ranney, Gary Shepard, and Duane Mason. 

(front l-r) Hiram Morales, Brian Dikun, Philip Crump, Andrew Work, 
Robert Lamanga, Jeffery Davis, Don Wills, and Ed Varjabedian..

Safe and Reliable 
Since 1918.

Part-Time Drivers/Monitors Needed 
to Join a Busy Livery Company 

Requirements: 
• Monday-Friday availability.
• Must be 21 years or older.
• Valid CT Driver's License for three consecutive years, 
• Clean driving record. 

Must Pass: a DCF Background Check, the Sex Offender Registry, 
a DMV Background Check, and a DOT Medical Exam.

We offer our Team Members Paid Training, 401k, and Uniforms. 
Pay rate: $19 per hour upon endorsement approval.  
All our vehicles are DMV inspected. 
 
Interested applicants apply online at 
curtintransportationgroup.com
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District 9 
Lodges 15, 24, 46, 60, 69, 110, 113, 122

200th Anniversary of Fayette Lodge No. 69 by Perne Maynard
The 200th Anniversary rededication of Fayette Lodge No. 69 in Ellington on May 10, was a momentous 
occasion, celebrating two centuries of rich history and dedication to community service. The event was 
marked by a formal ceremony, attended by esteemed guests, family members, and brothers from local 
lodges.

The rededication ceremony was performed by the Grand Lodge officers, who led the proceedings with 
dignity and reverence. Their participation underscored the importance of this event and the enduring 
legacy of Fayette Lodge. The ceremony began at 6:30 p.m., setting the stage for an evening of reflection 
and celebration. Attendees gathered in the beautifully decorated and renovated lodge, which was adorned 
with historical memorabilia and commemorative displays. This 200th anniversary signifies a milestone in 
the lodge's history, reflecting its unwavering commitment to the values and principles that have guided it 
through these many years. It serves as a reminder of the lodge's role in fostering friendship, morality, and 
brotherly love, which are the building blocks for fellowship and community.

As Fayette Lodge embarks on its next century, this rededication ceremony serves as a hopeful beginning 
to a bright future for the lodge. Members and guests were inspired by the pictures of the past, and now 
the hope is to continue the lodge’s mission of promoting unity and service, ensuring its legacy endures for 
generations to come.
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Moosup Lodge No. 113 Demonstrates 
Connecticut Ritual in Rhode Island
Moosup Lodge No. 113 in Moosup has enjoyed close fraternal relations, with its Rhode Island brethren 
dating back to the late 1800s when Ionic Lodge No. 28 in Greene, RI was only two stops down the newly 
established rail line. In late October, Moosup Lodge travelled a bit farther into Rhode Island, visiting 
Charity Lodge No. 23 in Charlestown. 

“We were invited by Matt Pelletier (WM of Charity Lodge) to come to Rhode Island and demonstrate 
how a Connecticut lodge opens and closes,” recounts WM John Richmond of Moosup Lodge. “Matt was 
raised in Moosup before moving to Rhode Island, so he knows the differences, but he thought it would be 
interesting for the rest of his lodge to see the variations.” With Charity Lodge at refreshment, WB Brian 
Keith provided a presentation that highlighted the differences between Connecticut and Rhode Island 
ceremonies and explained how many Connecticut lodges have their own unique customs, after which the 
Moosup brothers demonstrated Connecticut form.

Less than a week later, WM Pelletier returned the favor at Moosup Lodge, bringing a contingent to 
demonstrate the Rhode Island ritual in Connecticut. Brother Bill Nagel said“It was really interesting to see 
how much things were the same -- but different -- between the two states.” If, in your travels, you get a chance to visit Rhode Island, take advantage of it! 
You’ll enjoy both the same brotherly friendship you are accustomed to – and the differences.

District 5 
Lodges 14, 29, 33, 36, 101, 128, 140, 146, 148

Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14 Helps Ring In the 
Holiday Season
On Saturday, November 8, members of Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14, in Plainville, eagerly offered their 
time and their empanadas at the Congregational Church of Plainville’s 30th Annual Snowflake Fair.

As a new addition to the festivities, members of the lodge joined a number of local crafters and vendors 
for this unofficial start to the holiday season. With live music and local artisans, it’s no wonder that Santa 
himself even showed up!

At the conclusion of the fair, the lodge was able to donate over $400 to the Congregational Church of 
Plainville. “It feels good when you’re doing something that helps others,” said Lodge Secretary Chet Russell, 
who is hopeful that this partnership can continue next year and well into the future.

The Chaplain of Frederick Franklin Lodge, Andy Bronson, echoed Mr. Russell’s sentiments. “Charity is at 
the core of Freemasonry,” he explained. “Being involved in our local community is a big part of that, and 
we’re so glad we had the opportunity to join in the fun. Being able to donate our proceeds to the church was 
just the icing on the cake.”
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District 8 
Lodges 10, 31, 34, 57, 102, 116, 150

District 8 First Thursday 
Breakfast by Ray Geer
About 20 Masons from the 8th Masonic District and their ladies gathered for breakfast 
at the Groton Town House on Thursday morning, November 6. The group meets for 
breakfast on the first Thursday of the month at 9 a.m.  Guests are always welcome.

Recent 8th Masonic District News by Jeffrey A. Blayman
Oxoboxo Lodge No, 116, Senior Deacon Opens Lodge

Recently, Bro. Daniel Frechette, Senior Deacon of Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116 in 
Montville was afforded the opportunity to practice the lodge opening ritual with 
the permission of Grand Lodge and the assistance of RWB Glenn Studwell, District 
Deputy of Masonic District 8B. 

The Worshipful Master and Wardens were unusually absent due to extenuating 
circumstances, and after RWB Studwell congregated the lodge, Bro. Frechette worked 
the opening, inquiring as to the stations with the poise of a seasoned Worshipful 
Master.  Having no authority to conduct the business of the lodge, he received updates 
on the Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Meeting and numerous event invitations.  He 
closed the lodge with confidence. It was genuinely a proud moment for all the Past 
Masters who filled the chairs to support this opportunity.

While RWB Studwell rapped the gavel to officially close the lodge, it was evident that the future of Oxoboxo Lodge is in good hands.

Brainard Lodge No. 102 Senior Warden Night

Two Entered Apprentices of Brainard Lodge No. 102, Bros. Kyle Beaumier 
and Bob Locker, were passed to the degree of Fellowcraft on Senior Wardens 
Night.  WB Andrew J Pedro II, Grand Lecturer 8th District, led the degree, 
and Senior Wardens from throughout the district took officer roles.

The floor work was tight and regimented, and the lectures were delivered 
with thoughtful enunciation. The highlight of the evening was Bro. Michael 
Cantwell, of Brainard Lodge, who provided the Middle Chamber Lecture 
with a wonderful tempo and confidence, and also the Steward’s lecture, 
assisted by Bro. Michael Matovic. 

The last words of the night were generously deferred by RWB Jim Moran, 
Grand Senior Deacon; RWB Glenn Studwell, District Deputy Masonic 
District 8B, who brought the warm and fraternal greetings of MWB Rinaldo 
F. Magliano, Jr., and then closed the evening with some kind words of praise and gratitude for the fine work done by the brothers of the 8th District.
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Anchor Lodge No. 112 Passes Three by Jeffrey A. Blayman
The brothers of Anchor Lodge 
No. 112 in East Hampton passed 
three brothers to the degree of 
Fellowcraft under the watchful 
eye of RWB Michael S. Masselli, 
District Deputy Masonic District 
7B, for their annual inspection. 
WM Rey Francis Millares presided 
in the East, SD. Justin Kozikowski 
circumambulated Bros. David 
Rubino, Fritz Acurantes, and 
Nickolos Daniolos. Once the 
brothers were passed, WB Fred 
Huhn and WB Chip Seagrave split the Middle Chamber Lecture. WB Daniel P. Alexander 
presented the Charge, cementing the imparted knowledge.

With the work of the evening completed, everyone celebrated some recent birthdays with cake and good cheer in the dining hall.

Warren Lodge No. 51 Enlightenment for  
Entered Apprentices 
WB Seth Lee of Estuary Lodge No. 43 in Clinton traveled to Warren 
Lodge No. 51 in Portland to inform the lodge's youngest Entered 
Apprentices about the EA 3rd Section Lecture. New brothers Mark A 
Fontaine and William 
R Hurteau, IV, leaned 
into the informational 
overload with 
excitement. 

Another surprise is in 
store after spending 
the year arriving early, 
staying late, cleaning, 
preparing, and assisting 
with the lodge's needs, 
Bro. Brian T. Gilman 
was appointed Steward for the duration of this year. RWB David F. Mosher, District Deputy Masonic District 7A, installed Bro. Brian in his station. The 
members of the lodge greatly appreciate his efforts, as well as his tenacity and dedication. 

District 7 
Lodges 2, 43, 51, 81, 95, 112, 119, 131, 151
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DeMolay Portrays DeMolay Degree at  
Columbia Lodge No. 25 by Arnie Grot
On November 5, at Columbia Lodge No. 25 in South Glastonbury, 
eight DeMolay members portrayed an excellent presentation of the 
DeMolay Degree. Some of the DeMolays, three of whom are also 
Master Masons, also spoke of how much they have gotten out of the 
program, including self-confidence, public speaking, and brotherhood. 
DeMolay Executive Officer Brian Beals thanked the lodge for inviting 
DeMolay to come to Columbia Lodge. 

DeMolay has a long history, dating back to 1919. Its teachings go 
beyond what can be learned in school. DeMolay cultivates mature 
young men with strong values, who are a valuable asset to society. 
DeMolay officers who also attended were Harry Needham (Past 
Executive Officer), WMPGM Gary Arsenault (Assoc. Executive 
Officer), Randy Nielson (Director of Membership), Jeremy Bradbury 
(Associate State Chapter Dad), and Aiden Nielson (State Master 
Councilor). 

The presentation is part of the Connecticut DeMolays' outreach program 
to Blue Lodges in Connecticut. Worshipful Masters can schedule 
this Degree by contacting either Executive Officer Brian Beals (eo@
ctdemolay.net) or PGM Gary Arsenault (garseneau@ctdemolay.org).

District 6 
Lodges 4, 25, 28, 70, 73, 88, 145, 400

Columbia Lodge No. 25 Raises Three New Master 
Masons by Arnie Grot
Columbia Lodge No. 25 portrayed a Master Mason Degree on 
Wednesday, October 15. MWB Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr., Grand 
Master’s Assistant RWB Jonathan Wilson, and RWB F. Matthew 
Heinrich, Jr., Grand Senior Warden attended.

WB Deepak Saluru found Fellowcrafts Paul Gacek, Cesar A. 
Echeverri, and Vijay J. Pachamuthu in waiting to receive the 
Master Mason degree. RWB Earl Evans delivered the Coming to 
Light Lecture, Bro. Brian Dikun presented the Working Tools 
in long form, and WB Walter Grube delivered the Charge. WB 
Geoff J. Holmes of Wolcott Lodge No. 60 in Stafford assumed 
the East as MEKS for the Tragedy.

RWB John DiCiccio, Jr. complimented the Lodge on a fine 
degree, RWB Heinrich congratulated the new Master Masons 
and told them there are many ways to contribute to the lodge. 
He also commended the entire degree team.

MWB Magliano said it was always great to come to Columbia 
Lodge and congratulated the new Master Masons, presenting each of them with his Grand Master pin. He also complimented the lodge on an excellent 
Degree, particularly mentioning all the brothers reciting the obligation and the Working Tools presentation by Brother Brian Dikun.

New Master Masons raised on October 15.  Photo by Greg Stump

 DeMolays with WM Deepak Salaru.
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Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 Awards Night by Pat Jones
Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 held its annual Awards Night 
in late October, with more than 70 brothers and their significant 
others in attendance. Festivities included a delicious prime rib 
dinner, dessert, and fellowship.

WM Khamp Phimvongsa and the brothers of the lodge were 
honored by the attendance of the MWB Rinaldo F. Magliano, 
Jr., and two Past Grand Masters, MWB Edward C. Page and 
MWB William E.  Bohman. Most of the current Grand Lodge 
officers also attended.

They were on hand to see RWB F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr., Grand 
Senior Warden, receive the Pierpont Edwards Medal in Bronze. 
RWB Matt has been a Mason for more than 50 years and has 
fostered a positive influence that encourages brothers to get 
involved and enjoy the true benefits of Masonic brotherhood. 
Much effort was made to keep this award a secret from RWB 
Matt, especially as several members of his family attended the 
ceremonies.

The Master Artisan Award was presented to WM Phimvongsa. 
He has completed a variety of projects that have beautified and 
improved the lodge. The award emphasizes “expending resources, 
acquiring, conserving, and restoring historic, antique, and 
important artifacts.” He did a masterful job mounting, framing, 
and installing chandeliers in the first-floor dining area of the lodge 
and framing and mounting stained glass windows in the second-
floor meeting room. These beautiful accessories were originally in 
Manchester Lodge No. 73 in Manchester.

WM Khamp recognized the seven newest lodge Master Masons: 
Bros. Jonathan Hayes, Kirt Ciantar, Dan Jacques, Fredrick Craig, Patrick Mitchell, Chad Pelletier, and 
Raheem Vann-Davidson. They were raised at the 4H Camp Master Mason degree this past summer.

He also presented various special lodge awards to Bros. Roland Mason, Duane Mason, and Pat 
Jones, WB Brian Warren, and RWB Gregory Stump.

To everyone’s delight, Brother Michael Pedrazzini was recognized for receiving his 50-year service pin 
earlier this year.

Masonic Service pins were presented to: Robert McCann (75 years); William Swanback, Aldo 
Prario (65 years); Charles Hollan (60 years); Ed Varjabedian, Oliver James Purnell, Chris Hoehle 
(55 years); Paul Odegard, Michael Pedrazzini (50 years); James Cameron (45 years); Randall Hall 
(40 years); James Hammitt, Jeffrey Herz, 
Michael Seamon (35 years); Charles Weiss, 
Walter Lasbury (30 years); Keith Brown, Gary 
Waterhouse (20 years); Dwaine Clarke, Jacek 
Bucior (15 years); Jeffrey Sinnamon, Richard 
Harrison, Michael Cloutier, David Prior, Brian 
Warren, Curtis Dynak, Gregory Bugbee (10 
years); Eliezar Galarza (5 years).

Additionally, WB Don Wills was recognized for 
receiving the Scottish Rite Frederick M. Lorensen 
Meritorious Service Award.
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Brothers Support Eversource Hartford Marathon  
at 14-mile Mark by Arnie Grot
Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 staffed a water station in front of the lodge in South Windsor for many years until the marathon course changed in 2023.

WB Don Wills arranged with the Hartford Marathon Foundation to place Water Station No.12 in front of his house on King Street in East Hartford 
near the 14-mile mark. He recruited brothers from the 6th Masonic District, family, and friends to work at the water station for the Eversource Hartford 
Marathon on the morning of October 11

The brothers pose in front of the Nuun Electrolyte Sports drink tables for a  
photograph before the arrival of the first runner.

Brothers offering water to marathon runners.

District 2 
Lodges 13, 18, 21, 39, 40, 48, 49

St. Luke’s No. 48 Initiates Four by Jeff Parker
On October 30, St. Luke’s Lodge No. 48 in Kent welcomed four new brothers into the fraternity. The torrential rain was not enough to keep brethren of 
St. Peter’s Lodge No. 21 in New Milford from bringing two candidates. 

As St. Luke’s Lodge is a lunar lodge, the full moon dictates the annual 
schedule of stated communications. Meetings are held on “the Thursday 
on or before the first full moon of the month.” Therefore, the regular 
November Stated Communication was held on October 30. 

Before the degree, the stewards provided a fine meal after which 
Associate Grand Tiler Bro. Dan Nichols conducted the candidates to be 
properly prepared. Many thanks to WB Nichols for his thoroughness 
with the degree preparation and guidance throughout the evening.

It was very satisfying to include the brothers and candidates of St. 
Peter’s Lodge in the humble confines of St. Luke’s Lodge. Hopefully, 
more brothers can find time in their schedules to do more traveling. 
While it occasionally feels inconvenient to attend such events, it usually 
feels very gratifying once completed. 

(front l-r) Bros. Chris Burgess, Brian Cheney, Bruce McIntire, and Leonard Corso;  
WM Jeff Parker, Bro Anthony Rivera, Bro Dan Whalen. (back l-r) WB Dave Warren,  

WB Dick Vreeland, WB Kevin Coons, Bro Bob Scillitoe, Bro Glenn Titus,  
RWB Dave McClain, WB Matt Fitzgibbons, and WB Williston Case.  

Photo by Bro. Mikey Horton
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Ed Note: In the November 2025 issue of the Connecticut Freemasons, we ran an article on Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66 celebrating their 200th Anniversary, 
including honoring the charter members at their resting places. However, one brother, Lyman Frisbie, spent the latter part of his life in Quincy, Illinois. In the 
words of the great Paul Harvey, “and now, the rest of the story...”

Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66 200th Anniversary: 
Last Founder Honored by George Zincyz
“Most are buried in two local cemeteries, but one of the founders, Bro. 
Lyman Frisbie, the first Secretary, later moved to a small farm town near 
Quincy, Illinois in the 1830s.” - Connecticut Freemasons, November 2025

Bro. Lyman Frisbie was the charter Secretary of Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66, 
and one of several men from the Frisbie family who were active in the lodge. 
But he left Branford sometime around 1837 to help settle the small farm 
town of Mendon, Illinois, just outside of Quincy. That area of Illinois is very 
near the Missouri River, and at that time, the land on the other side of the 
river was part of the Missouri Territory – frontier land. Lyman Frisbie lived 
out the rest of his days there, passing away in 1868 at the age of 74. 

Upon discovering that Bro. Frisbie was buried in the Mendon Cemetery, 
Widow’s Son Lodge contacted the officers of Mendon Lodge No. 449 
AF&AM. Exchanges of emails led to Mendon Lodge agreeing to help 
Widow’s Son Lodge remember and honor charter member Frisbie.

The Mendon Lodge brethren reviewed their lodge archives but were unable 
to determine whether Bro. Frisbie had ever joined Mendon Lodge. They did, 
however, find an early 20th-century mention of Bro. Raymond L. Frisbie, and 
found that he was Lyman Frisbie’s great-grandson. Bro. Frisbie would likely have appreciated being honored by his brother Masons today.

On Thursday, October 16, Secretary Rick Morrison, SD Terry Fuller, Bro. Dennis Woodworth, Treasurer Wayne Beeler, and SW Stacy Beeler, of 
Mendon Lodge, gathered at the Mendon Cemetery to remember and honor Widow’s Son’s charter member Lyman Frisbie, adapting the ceremony 
recited for the brothers buried in Branford. Mendon Lodge meets once a month, and Widow’s Son Lodge deeply appreciates that brethren from Illinois 
helped honor the last of Widow’s Son’s founders at their monthly communication.

Brother Rick Morrison said afterward, “It has been an honor to help with such a great project. It has me thinking about our founding brothers. Your 
article should get more lodges thinking about our brothers who kept our lodges strong all these years.” 

Widow’s Son Lodge will be sending a package to their brothers in Mendon to express gratitude for their helpful participation in completing Widow’s 
Son’s 200th Anniversary celebrations, including copies of the relevant issues of Connecticut Freemason newspaper.

(l-r) Bros. Rick Morrison, Terry Fuller, Dennis Woodworth, Wayne Beeler,  
and Stacy Beeler

Compass Lodge No. 9 
News
On October 20, Compass Lodge No. 9 passed Bros. Anthony Baur, Ricky 
Becker, Jose Dias, Kenneth Frye, and Joseph Thompson to the Degree of 
Fellowcraft. A courtesy degree was also conducted for Bro. Joseph Lee of 
Wooster Lodge No. 79 in New Haven.

The evening was also a step-up night, with officers advancing to the 
next station for the work. SW Kyle Piper skillfully presided in the East, 

exemplifying leadership and dedication as he guided the degree with poise 
and precision. The night reflected the unity, mentorship, and strength of 
the Lodge’s officer line as they continue their progression in the Craft.

On October 23, the lodge enjoyed an unforgettable Fellowship 
Night, bringing brothers together for an evening of history, light, and 
camaraderie. The night began with a Cemetery Lantern Walk through 
Wallingford’s historic Center Street Cemetery, led by local historian Bob 

District 4 
Lodges 1, 9, 16, 22, 30, 38, 63, 66, 77, 79, 87, 89, 97, 115, 125, 332, 401, 500

Continued on page 24
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Annawon Lodge No. 115 Halloween Table Lodge and 
Marriage Proposal by Kyle Podpolucha
On Monday, October 27, at Annawon Lodge No. 115 in West Haven, the lodge held a Halloween-
themed Ladies at Table event. WM Douglas Turcotte III presided over a full hall of 60 people. Everyone 
was encouraged to come dressed in their Halloween costumes, and over 90 percent obliged. 

The hall was fully immersed in Halloween decorations donated by Princess Pamela Marotti of Pyremus 
Temple and WB Kyle Podpolucha of Annawon Lodge. There wasn’t an inch of space left undecorated, as 
even the walls sported Halloween decals. It was a spooky evening where everyone enjoyed fun and mischief. 

The table lodge had everything – good food, good people, great costumes, and…a marriage proposal? 
WB John Garcia was set to do the final toast to the ladies. He paused and recited a speech to his 
girlfriend, Cassie, after which he dropped to one knee and proposed. After she said yes, the lodge 
erupted into thunderous applause. The event truly had everything!

A special thanks to Charlie Miller, Scott Atkins, Daniel Devoe, Al 
Johnson, Cindy Sorrentino, Jerry Nero, Scott Shappy, and Joshua 
Dwyer for all their efforts.

Devaney. Brothers learned about the town’s fascinating past, its early families, and even a few stories connecting our community’s history to 
Masonry itself.

Following the walk, the group gathered at Fraternity Hall for a hearty Oktoberfest feast, complete with traditional food, fellowship, and laughter shared 
among brothers old and new.

It was a night that reminded the brothers of what makes Freemasonry special—learning, light, and the bonds of brotherhood that grow stronger with 
every gathering.

District 4 continued from page 23
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District 3 
Lodges 7, 11, 12, 42, 47, 55, 64, 78

King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 Addresses Local Food 
Insecurity by Steve Lewis 
Heeding MWB Rinaldo F. Magliano Jr.’s priority request to address food insecurity in Connecticut, 
on Saturday, August 30, King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 of Woodbury conducted their 12th annual food 
drive at LaBonne’s Market to benefit the Community Services of Woodbury. 

As usual, when customers approached the entrance, they were handed a list of critical needs and invited 
to support those in need. Woodbury’s generous neighbors provided over 20 grocery carts filled with food 
and household items that helped restock the Food Bank’s shelves after the summer months. 

Additionally, cash donations totaled over $1,600, which, according to Megan E. Houlihan-Aceto, the 
Executive Director of Woodbury Community Services, will be used to purchase additional necessities.

The Woodbury Food Bank provides weekly access to over 140 families and seniors in need, totaling 
more than 250 people in the community who require assistance with food insecurity. This program 
supports proper nutrition and enables client families to conserve their scarce financial resources for other 
household needs. 

Information on the Community Services Council's programs can be obtained from Megan E. Houlihan-
Aceto, Deirdre Bologna, the Food Bank Manager, by calling (203) 263-3869 or emailing community.
services.council@gmail.com. Donations are accepted Wednesday through Friday 
mornings; however, additional contributions may be made on other days by contacting 
either Megan or Deirdra.

The brothers are continually humbled by the kindness and graciousness of LaBonne’s 
employees and customers, but especially by the continued generosity of the residents 
of Woodbury. 

If there is a Masonic service award for dedication and commitment, it surely belongs to 
Bro. Rich Miska, who is the sole brother who has participated in all twelve food drives.

Brothers of King Solomon’s Lodge who attended the 12th annual Woodbury Food Drive 
are Ken Bolin, Mark Cohen, Josh Dummitt, David Forber, Mitchell Goldburgh, Dennis 
Huebner, Jeff Leavenworth, Steve Lewis, Rich Miska, Bruce Morrone, Mike Plank, 
Stephen Saxton, Albin Weber, and Tom Williams.

(l-r) Bros. Mike Plank, Josh Dummitt, Steve Lewis, David Forber, 
Mitchell Goldburgh with Theo, Jeff Leavenworth.

(l-r) bros. Josh Dummitt, Ken Bolin, Rich Miska, 
Bruce Morrone, Tom Williams.WM Stephen Saxton

Bro. Mark Cohen, Megan E. Houlihan-Aceto, 
Bro. Dennis Huebner, and Bro. Rich Miska, the 
only brother participating in all 12 food drives.

Bros. Steve Lewis and Albin Weber.
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Shepherd-Salem Lodge No. 78 Raises Four Master 
Masons by Miguel Thompson
On Tuesday evening, November 11, Shepherd-Salem 
Lodge No. 78 in Naugatuck raised four brothers to the 
Sublime Degree of Master Mason, with the welcomed 
assistance of visiting brothers from Saint Paul's Lodge No. 
11 and Wolcott Lodge No. 146.

Brothers raised from Shepherd-Salem Lodge were Bros. 
Jason Ouellette and Matthew Keys, from Saint Paul's 
Lodge Bro. Lance Leifert, and from Wolcott Lodge, Bro. 
Jason Haney.

The degree was well attended and performed impressively. 
Special thanks to the brethren who performed the Master 
Mason Degree Tragedy. Also, to WB Kenneth Tarwood 
who presented the Working Tools, Bros. Bryan Burke and 
Alex Forbes, who delivered the First Section lecture, and WB Charles Harrell, who presented the Charge.

Trunk or Treat with King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 
by Steve Lewis
On October 31, the Woodbury Park and Recreation Department sponsored a Halloween 
"Trunk or Treat" event at Hollow Park, giving the area’s children a safe space and a fun 
place to participate in All Hallows’ Eve.

Five brothers spent several hours preparing the treats to be distributed, and Bro. Cohen’s 
1978 Cadillac “scare-mobile” drew the admiration of children and parents. 

The brothers of King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 make consistent and concerted efforts to 
participate in the local community’s activities. Being visible in the community makes 
Masonry less of a quiet, mysterious organization and more of a locally known entity and 
respected neighbor. 

The brethren are about town every day, but few know them as Masons. By participating 
in local activities, the brethren become known not only as parents, citizens, religious 
attendees, retailers, politicians, businessmen, and educators… but also as the good men of 
our Masonic fraternity. (l-r) Bros. Albin Weber, Mitchell Goldbuirgh, John Stack, 

Dennis Huebner, and Mark Cohen.

NOTICE  Due to holiday schedules and deadlines with  
our printer, the deadline for the January 2026 

issue of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper will be December 5, 2025 (and 
not the regular December 10).
Please get all articles, news, etc. in before the end of the day on December 5. They 
should be sent to the Editor Frank Way at submissions@ctfreemasons.net
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District 1 
Lodges 3, 5, 6, 8, 19, 65, 67, 85, 104, 107, 142, 144, 149

Ashlar-Aspetuck Lodge No. 142 Kicks Off Holiday Food 
Drive by Kraig Gray
Under a clouded November sky, the full moon peeked out from time to time, adding a 
quiet beauty to the scene as Ashlar-Aspetuck Lodge No. 142 gathered for its Friendsgiving 
fellowship night. The evening marked the launch of the lodge’s annual holiday food drive in 
support of the Easton Senior Center.

Brothers, family members, and guests, with two visiting prospects, enjoyed conversation 
around a fire pit before sharing a traditional Thanksgiving-style meal. The night blended 
warmth and camaraderie with reflection on those facing food insecurity during these 
uncertain times.

WM Robert Curwen welcomed everyone and expressed gratitude for their generosity as the 
lodge opened the drive to support the Senior Center’s holiday food drive. Attendees brought 
non-perishable food items and financial donations, marking a great start toward qualifying for 
matching funds from the Grand Lodge COCA and reaching the lodge's own goal.

This initiative directly supports the Grand Master’s Vision for 2025 that encourages 
Connecticut lodges to create meaningful outreach opportunities that address hunger and 
strengthen community ties.

The Friendsgiving celebration stood as a 
living expression of Brotherly Love and 
Relief, two of Freemasonry’s principal 
tenets. Through fellowship and service, the 
brothers of Ashlar-Aspetuck continue to 
bring the light of the lodge into the world, 
demonstrating that Masonic values are not 
only taught within the lodge room but also 
lived out in the community.

Continued on page 28
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District 1 continued from page 27

FREEBIES:  Plates, cups, and saucers formerly 
owned by a lodge, and with a history of 
being used for many years by the lodge and 
Eastern Star, are looking for a new home. 
Besides their Masonic family value, they would 
make a great addition to any member of the 
Masonic family in need of place settings for 
dinners.  Also, available is an older, functional 
commercial kitchen and dishwasher. It is 
yours for the take-away! Contact Scott at 
860-869-2842 for details.
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The year concludes with the 32nd Degree on Monday, December 1. 
This is the pinnacle of the 29-degree system of the Scottish Rite and 

merits an occasional repeat viewing so that the lesson it inculcates becomes 
etched more deeply in one’s mind. Even if you have seen it before, you are 
invited to review and reflect on the important lessons it offers.

The dinners for the 32nd Degree feature three dinner seatings starting at 
5 p.m., 5:45 p.m., and 6:30 p.m. Reservations are required. Please contact 
the Consistory Office at (203) 375-0064 for details and reservations for 
all events. If you call after hours, please leave a voicemail with your name 
and callback number.

The next Family Life event is a trip to Boston’s Symphony Hall to join 
the Boston Pops in their annual sing-along concert. The last event of the 
season is on December 19, when the Annual Holiday Party is held at the 
Woodwinds Banquet Hall in Branford. It features a sumptuous buffet and 
silent auction for the benefit of the Connecticut Dyslexia Centers. Please 
contact the Consistory office for information, reservations, and payments 
for these events.

2

I conclude this year with a sense of gravitas and ask that you carefully 
consider what is written below. Globally, there is a sense of unease 
in these waning days of 2025. Perhaps you can sense this. Financial, 
geopolitical, civil, and geological concerns seem to abound around us 
and in the media. 

Many feel that there is an essence of significant change, if not upheaval, 
directly ahead of us, and it is well-nigh possible that the mass mind 
and its collective consciousness may be sensing a potentiality that could 
occur in the near future. Our society has progressively strayed far from 
the light and has rushed headlong into the rancid depths of materialistic 
darkness, as our alleged societal and political leadership has tolerated or 
even fouled itself with dubious and dissipative involvements with the 
likes of Epstein and Diddy. 

Not since the depraved days of the Roman Empire, when the Emperor 
Caligula and later, the Empress Messalina, ruled and wallowed in 
heinous filth and depravity, has the leading strata of a world-leading 
society been so affected, with so many innocent lives ruined and state 
secrets compromised. 

War and injustices of every nature appear to occur daily. Solemn 
institutions have been reduced to politicized theater. Darkness has 
overshadowed this land of light, and a great karmic debt has been 
accrued. It must be repaid. 

The United States was founded by Freemasons who sought to create 
a society that would bring light to the world and which would enable 
freedom to be experienced by millions of souls who hungered for the 
ability to experience and work out their own destinies and express 
their God given talents for the benefit of society, themselves, and 

their families. While many “sheeple” go through the motions of daily 
life soporifically, it is clear that a convergence of crises appears on the 
horizon. Financial, geological, climatological, and societal unrest are 
percolating sub rosa, and those actors who perpetrate their acts of 
darkness continue to do so unabated and unhindered, as society and 
its leadership have simply forgotten right from wrong. The Great Light 
remains untouched and unstudied. It is viewed as an anachronism and 
useless in a modern world where profit and materialism are now the 
sole arbiter of a man’s success. This world, however is one of a very low 
material consciousness and thrives on fear, control, and violence. The 
mass mind is constantly being subjected to it by the media for purposes 
of persuasion, control, and denial of free will. 

The complete global subjugation of men’s minds, however, is anathema 
to the principles of Freemasonry. The Deity’s induced convergence I 
mentioned before is on a not-so-slow simmer. If a sufficient number of 
us do not awaken to what is happening, the painful consequences will 
befall all of us and this great land. The changes are happening at an 
inexorably increasing speed as humanity has broached Deity’s intended 
direction of development. 

The natural progression intended for man is to awaken from his 
material slumbers and to seek light and attain a lighter spiritual identity. 
However, the breakneck speed of technological progress has upended 
this intended gradual progress. The development of artificial intelligence 
and the tandem development of genetic engineering are causing 
humanity to take a trans-humanist trajectory that backs us away from 
the slow, gradual spiritual evolution intended for humanity by God. 
These developments have accelerated the rate of change, and it is now 
necessary for souls to make a decision as to which path they will take. 

The Times, They Are a-Changin' 
 

by John A. Amarilios, membership@lafayetteconsistory.com

2026 SCOTTISH RITE DEGREES
Reservations required.  

Call the Consistory Office at (203) 375-0064. 
 

Mon. Feb. 2, Stated meeting, 4th Degree (live)

Mon. Feb. 16,  26th Degree (live), 27th Degree (video)

 
For the latest copy of the  

Lafayette Consistory News visit 
https://ctfreemasons.net/appendantbodies/

lafayetteconsistory/ 

Continued on page 30
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The internet and mass instantaneous communications have spread ideas 
far and wide in an unprecedentedly compressed time. As a result, a 
large number of souls are ready to attain a higher plane of consciousness 
and a different physicality. Their collective desire to progress is also 
summoning this convergence, as it must occur before these light 
workers can move on. This will be divided into three distinct phases. 
First, the loss of faith in political and religious institutions, resulting 
in the exposure of corruption on a massive scale. The new age must be 
built on truth, and the lies and corruption of the old age must be torn 
asunder and exposed. We are living through this now. 

The second phase is a geophysical cleansing. The changes we are 
observing on Earth are but a tiny preamble of what is to come. This is 
the means by which the planet shakes off the dense negative energies 
that have irritated its surface. Insufferable heat, tsunamis, floods, fires, 
earthquakes, and the shattering of the earth’s crust are the mechanisms. 
Pole shifts and the eventual change in direction of the Earth’s mantle 
may be the next phase. One must use their cultivated sense of intuition 
to physically situate themselves so as to survive this phase, and perhaps 
man must develop a different sense of being rather than looking for a 
physical solution to this issue. 

Lastly, an etheric cleansing is taking place. Developing humanity 
cannot tolerate the pollution that the current society has subjected it to. 
Widespread cases of food allergy and intolerance, and even widespread 
tinnitus, are attributable to changes in many people's bodies. Some of 
humanity is changing biologically and is responding to the influx of a 
change in the ether, which is said to precede such a convergence.

Freemasons have been builders and seekers of light for centuries. We 
are now on the cusp of societal and planetary change, which mandates 
that we absorb and then espouse our philosophy to those around us. 
It is time that we work concertedly as bringers of light to humanity, so 

that it may begin to comprehend the changes and the reasons for this 
convergence. We must first nurture and ignite the light within and then 
point the way to the profane. If we walk this path, in the months and 
years ahead, we will be working alongside the legions of Deity’s helpers 
and will serve to do God’s will in a time of inexplicable and, for many, 
incomprehensible change. 

For the holidays, you may want to explore further by reading the 
following:

Secret Destiny of America – Manly Hall

Manisis Chronicles – Eugene Bruington

A Guide for the New Renaissance - Gerald Poesnecker

Are you ready to leap into the new society that awaits those who are 
ready? The 29 degrees of the Scottish Rite are meant to be viewed and 
reviewed, time and time again, so that the self-improvement that you 
are seeking will become part of who and what you are. This is one way 
to kindle the Light within. 

 

Fiat Lux!

As always, the Valley of Bridgeport stands ready to help further your 
understanding of the Three degrees of Freemasonry. Should you have 
questions about the Scottish Rite, please feel free to contact me at the 
email address above, or call the Consistory office at (203) 375-0064.

The Times, They Are a-Changin' continued from page 29

Happy Hanukkah
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CONNECTICUT FREEMASONS FOUNDATION, INC.
of the GRAND LODGE OF ANCIENT FREE & ACCEPTED MASONS

of the STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
A 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt Organization

    PO Box 69 
Wallingford, CT 06492

Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr. 
Grand Master 2025
Dear Brothers, Family, and Friends,,   June 16, 2025

We are taught that Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth are the foundational principles that unite us in this great fraternity. These principles are the basis for 
the formation of the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation, Inc., our 501(c)3 charitable arm. It is my honor this year to appeal to you to support the vital 
charitable activities of our foundation, by making a tax-deductible contribution to the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation, Inc.

I have singled out three options for your special consideration. You may split your gift, if desired. Please check choices in the return section and indicate 
the amount of your gift that you desire to restrict to that category. A gift of any size is meaningful, so please consider contributing whatever is within your 
means. Thank you for your consideration of this appeal.

•First is our Grand Almoner’s Fund. We are reminded continually of the importance of providing for “the relief of poor distressed Master Masons, their 
widows, and orphans” Our Almoners provide a focus for ensuring this duty is carried out and the fund is an important element of that relief. 

•Second is our Matching Grant Program. It is designed to encourage lodges to actively support charitable causes in their local communities by having 
the foundation match the cash gifts made by the lodges to those 501(c)3 charities. The size and scope of this activity will depend on the support you give 
to it in this appeal. The goal is to raise enough to match up to the first $1,000, on the dollar that lodges gift to qualifying entities. 

•Third is our General Endowment Unrestricted Funds Option which enables the Board of Directors to utilize the funds for any pressing circumstance 
which arises. In the past we have provided help to relieve human suffering caused by devastating hurricanes, tornadoes, and fires. We are one fraternal 
body, wherever so dispersed.

Fraternally,

Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr.
M.W. Grand Master 2025

The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation is a 501(c)(3) corporation organized to accept tax deductible 
contributions. Your gift may be restricted by designating your specific charitable choice from the above list in 
the memo section of your check.

• Grand Almoner’s Fund
• Grand Lodge Matching Grant Program
• CT Freemasons Foundation General Endowment
• CT DeMolay
• International Order of Rainbow for Girls
• The Masonic Charity Foundation/ Quality of Life  
• 32nd Degree Children's Dyslexia Center of CT

• George Washington National Masonic Memorial
• Masonic Medical Research Institute
• Masonic Model Student Assist Program
• Masonic Service Association
• Masonic Organ Donor Porgram "Donate Life"
• Shriners Hospital: Boston Burns Unit/Hospital 

for Children, Springfield

Your Support for 2024 included donations to: The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation Inc.  
Board of Directors:
Christopher J. Earle, Chairman, Trumbull No. 22  
Paul L. Watson, Secretary/Treasurer, Uriel No. 24
Salvatore R. Ferrigno, Jr., Trumbull No, 22
David A. McCain, Union No. 40
Rinaldo F. Magliao Jr., Anchor No. 112
Joseph J. Porco, Hiram No. 18
Shane Dufresne, Harmony No. 42
Dee A. C. Smith, Fayette no. 69
Marshall K. Robinson, King Hiram No. 12
F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr., Hartford Evergreen No. 88

NOTE:  Donations can be made via PayPal on the Grand Lodge website www.CTFreemasons.net 
Located under “About Us” “The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation”

XXX---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------XXX
Make check payable to: CT Freemasons Foundation – mail to PO Box 69, Wallingford, CT 06492-0069

To assist the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation in their ongoing work, I / we donate to the Grand Master’s Appeal as follows:

________Grand Almoner’s Fund

________Matching Grant Program

________General Endowment (unrestricted)

________Other-please note in the memo 

                  section of  your check

If your donation is “in honor of,” or “in memory of,” (circle one) a loved one, please include their 
name below:
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Please send notice of my gift to: ______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Please have someone contact me about how to include the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation as a 
beneficiary in my will. ________
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Now you can support Connecticut Freemasons newspaper online! There is a PayPal dropdown Connecticut Freemasons Booster 
form on the Grand Lodge home page (ctfreemasons.net) just below the PDF version of the paper. **Use the dropdown to select your 
level, click the “Pay Now” button and then follow the directions. You can pay with credit or debit cards or a PayPal account.  
  
Or, scan the QR Code on the right with your smartphone to go directly to the Connecticut Freemasons page on the website. Scroll 
down and follow the instrictions indicated ** above. The funds are used to help cover the printing and mailing expenses of the paper. 

An asterisk next to your name indicates that your support in the Booster list expires in one month. Please consider renewing your support of the Connecticut Freemasons news-
paper at your current rate or at the next level up. After reviewing all of the receipts for Boosters, the lists are the Boosters who are current (i.e., within the 11 issue window). If your 
name does not appear and you feel that you should be on the list, please contact us. Note: Booster support is not deductible as a charitable contribution under IRC Section 170(c).

 Grand Boosters $50 $99.99

 Grand Master 's  Circ le  $100 or more.

LTC Dick & Cheryl Arndt

Douglas D. Barnard

Roger Bissell

Judd S. Blaze

Lawrence L. Brandolini

Bud & Bobbi Buckner

Lester Culver, Jr.

Carlton R. & Susan A. Csiki

Robert Dodge

Rob & Malin Eubanks

Bill Ferguson

Michael G. Fitting

William H. Flagg

John W. Ford

Steve & Keith Franson

Robert J. Furce

Colonel John G. Gergulis

Jim Gillan

Mitchell Goldburgh

Thomas J. Gondek

Bill & Sandie Greene

Matthew F. Griffin

Arnold S. Grot

Joseph O. Hoefflinger

Dana W. Ivey

Vin & Pat Kalinauskas

Karl King

Kenneth Kirschner

Steve Lewis

Kurt Maehlenbrock

Rinaldo & Mary Magliano

James Maxwell

John A. Novak

Kyle Podpolucha*

Daniel Reeve*

Michael Shear

George A. Stickels

William J. Strand

Arthur R. Tinsz

Edwin B. Tuthill, Jr.

Charles & Barbara Yohe

Andy Zeidler

Gus Bodin

Bruce Cagenello

Steven Canada

James D'Acosta

John P. Dilks, Jr.

David Elkodsi

Earl S. Evans

Walter Grube

Richard Guimond*

Gordon R. Hallberg

Laurence Hangland

Dana W. Ivey

Melvin E. Johnson

Robert J. Knowles

Scott A. Mantz

Frederick F. Newberth, III

Sandra E. Osten

Lewis W. Pennell

Anton Petras

George A. Rados

William Reller

Charles A. Rogers

Heinz Rosskothen

Rodney Spooner

John Sturges

Philip D. True

Gordon C. Willoughby

Master Mason Level $250 +

Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88

Ivanhoe Lodge No. 107

King Hiram Lodge No. 12

Fellowcraft Level $150 $249

Quinta Essentia Lodge No. 500

Entered Apprentice Level $75 $149

Anchor Lodge No. 112

Columbia Lodge No. 25*

Coastal Lodge No. 57

Corinthian Lodge No. 63

Evening Star Lodge No. 101

St. Peter's Lodge No. 21

 Lodges & Organizat ions

 Booster  ($25 $49.99)

Ken Buckbee

Philip D. Cogle

William G. Demetriades

Victor George

Gold Door in the Wall

Cliff Kearney

Shannan Kinsella

Roger Knickerbocker

Robert B. McKay

Richard C. Memmott, Jr.*

Marcos B. Ribeiro

Martin Rudnick

Darrel Scribner

Steven B. Shapiro

Robert J. Shopey, Sr.

Robert J. Shopey, III

William T. Shopey

Thomas Zampedri

Maroun G. Zoghbi*

BOOSTERS Thank you for your generous contribution! Update: November 11, 2025.
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New Haven Commandery No. 2, Knights Templar, celebrated its 
200th Anniversary Gala at The Woodwinds in Branford, marking 

two centuries of faith, brotherhood, and courageous service. The formal 
evening gathered 55 distinguished guests, including statewide York Rite 
and Grand Lodge dignitaries, to honor one of Connecticut’s oldest and 
most historic Commanderies.

Among the honored attendees were the Most Worshipful Grand Master 
Rinaldo F. Magliano Jr., the Most Puissant Grand Master Michael D. 
Sabia Jr., and the Most Excellent Grand High Priest Jason R. Rieger. 
Three Eminent Commanders (SK Nick Barnes of St. Elmo Commandery 
No. 9, SK Michael Messner of Cyrene Commandery No. 8, and SK Raul 
Pereles, Jr. of New Haven Commandery No. 2) joined the celebration, 
with Past Eminent Commanders, Grand Commanders, and officers from 
the Grand Commandery of Connecticut.

The evening began with welcome remarks from EC Raul A. Pereles 
Jr., followed by the Blessing of the Food offered by SK Edward A. 
Varjabedian. The night concluded reverently with the Benediction 
delivered by SK William E. Weisert, II, whose words of gratitude and 
faith brought the evening to a thoughtful close.

Guests enjoyed dinner, musical interludes, recognitions, and 
presentations honoring Grand Officers from neighboring jurisdictions, 
including the REGC of New Hampshire. The celebration transitioned 
into photos, toasts, and dancing a fitting end to a night of fellowship and 
reflection.

Historical Foundations: Born in 1825

The roots of New Haven Commandery No. 2 stretch back to 1825, when 
a group of local Fraters sought to form a Templar encampment in New 
Haven. At that time, the only Commandery in the state was Washington 
Commandery, which served New London, Colchester, and Hartford.

According to records compiled by Rev. Sir Arthur F. Lewis, Fraters John 
Barker and William H. Jones petitioned Grand Master DeWitt Clinton 
for a dispensation, which was granted on November 5, 1825. The 
Commandery was formally organized on November 25, 1825, meeting 
in Doolittle’s Long Room on College Street, New Haven.

The original officers were John Barker, EC; Laban Smith, Generalissimo; 
Nathan Smith, CG; Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, Prelate. Other early members 
included William H. Jones, Amos Doolittle, John M. Garfield, William 
H. Ellis, Eli Beecher, Henry Beecher, James Carrington, Nahum Flagg, 
John Davis, and Frederick Lee.

By-laws adopted on February 14, 1826, established administrative 
procedures and even officer stipends – 10 dollars for the Master of 

Two Centuries of Faith and Courage: New Haven 
Commandery No. 2 Celebrates Its 200th Anniversary

by Raul A. Pereles, Jr.,  Photos by New Haven Commandery No. 2 Members

Grand Commandery of Connecticut

New Haven Commandery No. 2

Continued on page 34
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Dispatches and fifty cents 
per degree conferred for the 
commissary and sentinel. 
Although the formal charter 
was not issued until 1851, the 
General Grand Encampment later 
confirmed the legitimacy of the 
New Haven Encampment’s early 
work, securing its permanent 
place in Connecticut Templary.

The Value of Courage

In his keynote address, “The Value 
of Courage,” EC Pereles reflected 
on the virtue that has defined the 
Order for centuries.

“Courage isn’t just the absence of fear—it’s the presence of conviction,” he said. “It’s doing what’s 
right when the world says to stand down, Pereles emphasized.”

He reminded those gathered that today’s Knights must be modern Templars—carrying faith, 
compassion, and moral integrity into their communities rather than swords into battle.

A Legacy Renewed

As the final toast was raised and SK William E. Weisert, II delivered the closing benediction, 
the assembled Sir Knights reflected on the Commandery’s remarkable journey—from a small 
encampment in 1825 to a thriving modern body guided by the same faith and principles.

Through prosperity and change, New Haven Commandery No. 2 has stood as a symbol of 
Courage, Faith, and Service. The 200th Anniversary Gala was more than a celebration—it was 
a re-commitment to the enduring light of Templary in Connecticut, illuminating the path for 
the next two centuries of Knights who will follow.\

(l-r) REGC Steven J. Chiappalone and  
RECG New Hampshire Arthur W Stauff.

Two Centuries of Faith and Courage... continued from page 33

(l-r) Em. Grand Prelate William E. Weisert and EC Raul A. Pereles Jr.
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The Masonic Charity Foundation of Connecticut has embarked on an effort to transform Masonicare
communities across the state. Growing Tomorrow is a campaign that will ensure Masonicare’s facilities
meet today’s standards while anticipating the needs of generations to come. Transformative efforts are
underway at the Masonicare Health Center and at Masonicare at Mystic, with more to come.
 
Just as a tree needs strong roots to grow tall, we need to invest in our Foundation today, 

to thrive tomorrow. 

We invite you to contact 
Executive Director Carrie McMahon 

to learn more about Growing Tomorrow 
at 203.679.5572 or email 

CMcMahon@masonicare.org.




