
NOVEMBER 2025NOVEMBER 2025

Photo by Bill Greene



2 NOVEMBER 2025 | Connecticut Freemasons ctfreemasons.net

Semi-Annual Communication of 
     The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Connecticut ....................................3, 4

Semi-Annual Communication - Photos - October 18, 2025................. Cover, 4, 6 

Grand Master's Message, Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr..............................................5

Congratulations to Our New Brothers!.................................................................5

From the Desk of the Grand Chaplain.................................................................7

Called by The Grand Architect of the Universe...................................................7

Grand Historian's Corner.....................................................................................8

Connecticut Freemasons Foundation Grand Master's Appeal 2025 ..................9

We Are Your Masonicare...................................................................................10

From the Desk of Jon-Paul Venoit..................................................................... 11

Donate Life........................................................................................................12

Congratulations to Our 75-year Member!..........................................................12

Congratulations to Our 50-year Members!........................................................12

Semi-Annual Communication - Photos - October 18, 2025...............................13

District 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 2,1.................................................................................13-24

Never Pay Dues Again......................................................................................21

Lafayette Consistory.....................................................................................25-26 

Do You Know a Hero?.......................................................................................26

Ashlar Chapter Order of the Eastern Star Initiates Masonicare Executive................26

Annawon Fellowcraft Club Charity Golf Tournament
      Supports House of Heroes.....................................................................27-28

Tall Cedars of Lebanon and Fellowship.............................................................29

Royal Arch Masonry Presentation at St. John's Lodge No. 2............................30

Semi-Annual Communication - Photos - October 18, 2025...............................31

Connecticut Masonic Scouters Association Holds Camp Degree.....................32

Keystone Chapter No. 6 Exalts Three New Royal Arch Masons.......................33

IORG 15th Annual Retreat.................................................................................33

Boosters............................................................................................................34

Growing Tomorrow In a Big Way: The Masonic Charity Foundation.................35

Masonicare .......................................................................................................36

Table of Contents 

Letters, articles, and advertisements may  
be sent to the Editor Frank Way  

at submissions@ctfreemasons.net  
and are due on the10th of the month prior 

to the next issue.

 

 2025- 2026 Officers of the
Grand Lodge AF & AM 

of Connecticut

Not just a man. A Mason.

Bro. Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr. Bro. Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr. 
Most Worshipful Grand MasterMost Worshipful Grand Master

Bro. Shane Dufresne Bro. Shane Dufresne 
RW Deputy Grand MasterRW Deputy Grand Master

Bro. F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr. Bro. F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr. 
RW Grand Senior WardenRW Grand Senior Warden

Bro. Mark H. Hawkins Bro. Mark H. Hawkins 
RW Grand Junior WardenRW Grand Junior Warden

Bro. Thomas Gondek Bro. Thomas Gondek 
RW Grand TreasurerRW Grand Treasurer

Bro. James M. Anderson Bro. James M. Anderson 
RW Grand SecretaryRW Grand Secretary

Bro. James Anthony Moran, Jr. Bro. James Anthony Moran, Jr. 
RW Grand Senior DeaconRW Grand Senior Deacon

Bro. Matthew F. Griffin Bro. Matthew F. Griffin 
RW Grand Junior DeaconRW Grand Junior Deacon

Bro. Nicholas H. Ives  Bro. Nicholas H. Ives  
RW Grand MarshalRW Grand Marshal

Bro. James A. Saraceni Bro. James A. Saraceni 
RW Grand Senior StewardRW Grand Senior Steward

Bro. Robert S. Eubanks Bro. Robert S. Eubanks 
RW Grand Junior StewardRW Grand Junior Steward

Rev. and Bro. Carl H. Anderson Rev. and Bro. Carl H. Anderson 
RW Grand ChaplainRW Grand Chaplain

Rev. and Bro. Carl H. Anderson Rev. and Bro. Carl H. Anderson 
RW Grand AlmonerRW Grand Almoner

Bro. David J. StewartBro. David J. Stewart  
RW Grand HistorianRW Grand Historian

Bro. Gary Graham Bro. Gary Graham 
RW Grand OrganistRW Grand Organist

Bro. Richard C. Memmott, Jr. Bro. Richard C. Memmott, Jr. 
RW Grand TilerRW Grand Tiler

Bro. Michael Abrahamson Bro. Michael Abrahamson 
Associate Grand TilerAssociate Grand Tiler

Bro. Frederick A. Marotti Bro. Frederick A. Marotti 
Associate Grand TilerAssociate Grand Tiler

Bro. Daniel W. Nichols  Bro. Daniel W. Nichols  
Associate Grand TilerAssociate Grand Tiler

Bro. Charles A. Miller, III  Bro. Charles A. Miller, III  
Associate Grand TilerAssociate Grand Tiler

Bro. Brian E. Beals Bro. Brian E. Beals 
Deputy Grand TreasurerDeputy Grand Treasurer

Bro. Gregory K. Whitehouse Bro. Gregory K. Whitehouse 
Deputy Grand SecretaryDeputy Grand Secretary

Bro. Jonathan E. Wilson, Bro. Jonathan E. Wilson, 
Assistant to the Grand MasterAssistant to the Grand Master



3Connecticut Freemasons |  NOVEMBER 2025 ctfreemasons.net

On Saturday morning, October 18, at the Knapp Auditorium in Ashlar Village, Most 
Worshipful Grand Master Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr. opened the Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge of Connecticut in due form. The Grand Secretary then ascertained that 

representatives of the nine Masonic districts were present and constituted a quorum, allowing the 
labor of the Grand Lodge to proceed. 

MWB Magliano greeted the Past Grand Masters and the current District Deputies on the 
level west of the altar with a handshake and a hug. He then led the rendering of Grand 
Honors for them.

He acknowledged the heads of bodies from the appendant bodies of Connecticut. 

The Grand Secretary read the Necrology, notable among them Bros. C. A. Duke, Dennis Elkins, 
James McWain, and Kenneth Hawkins. RWB Carl Anderson offered a prayer for the repose of 
their souls at the altar.

After memorializing those dearly departed brothers, balloting was opened and the Craft was 
instructed to fill out their ballots for the seven elected offices of the Grand Lodge, from Grand 
Master down through Grand Trustee.

After the Craft voted, MWB Magliano called the Craft from labor to refreshment for the purpose 
of the Masonicare Annual Meeting. The executive staff who are not Masons were invited into the 
room for that meeting.

RWB Chris Earle chaired the meeting and invited the CEO, WB J.P. Venoit, to the East for his 
comments. Many thanks were shared for the dedication of the staff and directors.

He recognized WB Jeff Blayman for his efforts in raising $3,500 for Masonicare through the 
Masonic Day of Giving at Dodd Stadium in Norwich in July. He also recognized WB Kyle 
Podpolucha, chair of the Donate Life Committee, for his efforts on the Jump for Life fundraiser, 
where brethren and friends parachuted out of a perfectly good airplane over Ellington. He then 
invited up Lindsay Vigue, head of Donate Life CT, and presented her with a check for $7,000.

When the assembled guests left the lodge room, the Grand Master called the lodge from 
refreshment to labor on the Master Masons Degree. RWB F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr., with the 
Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master, presented 16 Perfect Ashlar Awards Bros. Yew Cheong 
(Wyllys St. John’s No. 4), Issac Mawule (Compass Lodge No. 9), Tyler Androvett (St. Peter’s 
Lodge No. 21), Trevor Marinelli (Valley Lodge No. 36), Micah Yanis (Putnam Lodge No. 
46), Robert Gorman III (Jerusalem Lodge No. 49), Christopher Scholl (Jerusalem Lodge No. 
49), Jonathan Archer (Temple Lodge No. 65), Ryan Duff (Temple Lodge No. 65), Nicholas 
Hatsiandrou (Temple Lodge No. 65), Matthew Mocko (Washington Lodge No. 70), Jermaine 
Wint (Washington Lodge No. 70), Bryan Burke (Shepard Salem Lodge No. 78), Pedro Falcón-
Martinez (Acacia Lodge No. 85), Chad Ellis (Madison Lodge No. 87), and Reynaldo Laureano 
(Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140) were all recognized for their efforts.

Temple Lodge No. 65 received an award for its three Perfect Ashlar Award recipients.
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Bro. John Novak was awarded the Eric W. 
Manner Master Ritualist Award, becoming 
the 4th to receive the award: RW Eric W. 
Manner (posthumous), RWB F. Matthew 
Heinrich, Jr., WB Kyle Podpolucha, and Bro. 
John Novak.

Washington Lodge No. 70 and St. Peter’s 
Lodge No. 21 were presented the Lodge 
Fix-up Award, Master Craftsman Level, 
and Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 
received the Lodge Fix-up Award, Master 
Artisan Level.

The Grand Master presented MWB 
William L. Greene with a Military Service 
Award and a U.S. Veteran's flag that flew 
over the Masonicare Campus.

Representing the George Washington 
Masonic Memorial, MWB Chip Stamm 
presented MWB Bruce Bellmore, from the 
Valley of New Haven, with the 26th edition 
of an oil painting of the memorial building. 
Bro. Stamm also gave WB Alan Carlson 
a pocket medal for his donations to the 
George Washington Masonic Memorial.  

MWB Stamm, representing the 
Committee on Fraternal Relations, 
presented a hard-bound copy of the 

History of the Grand Lodge of Brazil, 
written in Portuguese, to be placed in the 
library at the Grand Lodge offices.

RWB Robert Polito, Jr., gave a Trustees 
Report, which was moved, seconded, and 
passed by the craft.

MWB Bruce Bellmore made a Report on 
Addresses, which was moved, seconded, and 
passed by the Craft.

The Grand Master reported in his address 
that there are currently 7,050 members 
and, as of October 3, there are 166 new 
Masons from the Blue Wave Program. 
He and his officers performed several 
Cornerstone Ceremonies for the new 
buildings that Masonicare has acquired 
over the last year. He and his Grand 
Lodge officers portrayed an Entered 
Apprentice degree in Meriden. He also 
visited the Grand Lodges of Delaware 
and West Virginia within the last two 
weeks. He stated that there are currently 
86 lodges in the state, but that they may 
end up with 83 lodges. He concluded his 
report by thanking his wife, Mary, for 36 
years of marriage and 24 years of service 
to Freemasonry.

Deputy Grand Master Shane Dufresne gave 
a brief report and praised Masonicare and 
all the friendly employees.

The election tellers returned and reported 
that Bro. Shane Dufresne was elected 
Grand Master, and he accepted. Bro. F. 
Matthew Heinrich, Jr. was elected Deputy 
Grand Master, and he accepted. Bro. Mark 
Hawkins was elected Grand Senior Warden, 
and he accepted. Bro. James A. Moran, Jr, 
was elected Grand Junior Warden, and he 
accepted. Bros. Tom Gondek and James 
Anderson were reelected Grand Treasurer 
and Grand Secretary, respectively, and they 
each accepted. 

The budget was not voted on as there was a 
clerical error, and it was not correctly provided 
to the Craft for discussion. The vote was 
tabled to the Annual Meeting in 2026.

Bro. Robert Polito, Jr was re-elected Trustee 
for three years and he accepted. 

There being no further business, the Grand 
Master Magliano closed the Grand Lodge 
in Ample Form at 11:14 a.m. 

Semi-Annual Communication continued from page 3

Photos by Bob Furce

THE SEMI-ANNUAL COMMUNICATION ~ PHOTOS ~ OCTOBER 18, 2025

Continued on page 6
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Grand Master’s Message 

by MWB Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr.

Hello my brothers,

I can’t believe that my term of office 
is halfway through. It seems only 
yesterday that you honored me by 
installing me as your Grand Master. 

Much has been accomplished in those six months, yet we still have 
more work to do. 

My focus this year is to use our efforts to strengthen our fraternity. 
This strengthening of the membership adds support to the Masonic 
family, the appendant and coordinate bodies, and Masonicare. Our 
programs this year have been designed to do just that.

The height of Freemasonry membership in Connecticut was in 1957, 
with a total of 48,394 members (the historic count is likely off due to 
dual memberships). After that year, the Grand Lodge of Connecticut 
recorded a steady decline in its membership for several decades.

Today, Grand View records (with dual membership removed), our 
membership is as follows:

Candidates                    58 
Entered Apprentices    264 
Fellowcrafts                 118 
Master Masons          6610 
Total                         7050

It is said that the decline of Freemasonry in Connecticut is part of 
a broader national trend affecting fraternal and civic organizations. 
These factors include generational shifts, increased competition 
for leisure time, and demographic changes. It should be noted that 

approximately 109 lodges have closed their doors over time. That is, 
more lodges have closed their doors in the state (or been forced to 
merge) than remain open today.

However, it has been proven that we can overcome the decline and 
reverse the trend. Many thought that it was impossible, but we did 
do it. We did have positive growth from April 2023 to April 2024. 
As Grand Master this year, I will make every effort to help the 
jurisdiction achieve positive growth again and overcome losses caused 
by deaths and demits.

I had set a goal of 500 new Masons. If every lodge had just one 
more petition or one more member initiated, we would be close to 
the target. Think about it, just one more brother per lodge to be on 
target. Brothers, we can do it. Let’s do our part to welcome in well-
recommended men. But please don’t think that the efforts to bring 
in prospects relieve the lodges of the need to ensure these inquiries 
are good men. We still guard the West Gate; background checks and 
investigations are still a must. 

My brothers, we can continue to build on the hard work everyone 
has performed so far. You have my unwavering support, and I hope 
I have yours.

Fraternally, 
Brother Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr. 
Most Worshipful Grand Master

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW BROTHERS!

Moriah Lodge No. 15 
Ryan Nolan Grauer

Joshua Paul Jacques 

Putnam Lodge No. 46 
Zachery Ryan Smith

Moosup Lodge No. 113 
Zacharia John Dorsey 

Cameron Anders Morgan

Jonathan R. Quiello
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From the Desk of the Grand Chaplain 
The Rev. Carl H. Anderson

We all know that November 
kicks off the holiday season with 
Thanksgiving. While many refer 
to the holiday as Turkey Day, I 
would argue that Thanksgiving 

is a far better description. As one reads the history and intention of 
the holiday, it was not about the food that was served; rather, it was 
about the provisions provided by God to make the meal possible. 
For the Pilgrims, this meal was a ritual of sorts, to give thanks to 
God for the protection and blessings received during a challenging 
time in their new home. 

History tells us that the first Thanksgiving meal was in 1621. 
However, it may have been a three-day event as the Pilgrims 
expressed their gratitude to God for the bounty of the harvest. This 
historical event gave the Pilgrims and their Native American guests 

the opportunity to collectively express gratitude for the bounty of 
God’s blessing and protection during the previous hard winter.

Today, Thanksgiving centers on the large turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings, football games, and the iconic Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade. It is far different than the first Thanksgiving meal, where 
pumpkin pie and stuffing were not on the menu. However, the 
purpose of the day should remain the same: to give thanks to the 
Grand Architect of the Universe. Psalm 107, verse one reminds us 
to “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever! So, on this upcoming Thanksgiving, as you gather 
with your loved ones, take a moment to offer a word of thanks for 
the bountiful blessings you have received. 

May you have a blessed Thanksgiving with your family and friends. 

We offer our condolences to the 
family and friends of those  

brothers who have been called by 
The Grand Architect of the Universe.

Charles Stephen Bowen, Jr. 
Putnam Lodge No. 46 

Jesse J. Chadwick 
Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145 

Gustav E. Dessaules, Jr. 
Coastal Lodge No. 57

Edward J. Harrold 
America St. Johns Lodge No. 8

James G. Holcomb 
Valley Lodge No. 36

Donald G. Maehlenbrock 
Corinthian Lodge No. 104

Chris Michael Marino 
Seneca Lodge No. 55

Frederick W. Messenger 
Village Lodge No. 29

James Horsburgh Murphy 
King Hiram Lodge No. 12

November 2

Freemasonry is founded on the 
immutable laws of Truth and 
Justice and its grand object is 
to promote the happiness of the 
human race.
- George Washington
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Grand Historian's Corner 
Bro. David J. Stewart

Staying Steadfast 
Through the Storm
There are moments in history 
when the world feels uncertain. 
Conflict, violence, division, 

and despair seem to rise like floodwaters; images that disturb the 
soul appear without warning. Voices of anger drown out voices of 
reason, and it can feel quite overwhelming.

As Masons, we are taught to remain centered when all else is 
shifting. This is not the time for fear. It is the time for fortitude. 
It is the time to return to our working tools, to examine ourselves, 
and to strengthen our minds, bodies, and souls. Freemasonry does 
not promise a world without hardship. It teaches us how to endure 
it. The storm around us is not new. Every generation faces its own 
trials. What matters today is how we respond.

Our world is certainly loud, and our lodges are quiet. That contrast 
matters. It reminds us that we are not called to match the chaos 
outside, but to bring order, peace, and moral clarity wherever we 
go. Silence, reflection, and careful thought are not weaknesses; they 
are sources of strength and are desperately needed.

Endurance is not accidental. It must be cultivated. A Mason is 
not made strong by ritual; he becomes strong through repetition, 
reflection, and real effort. When the world outside grows darker, 
we must make sure our inner lights grow brighter. That means 
maintaining physical health, mental clarity, and spiritual discipline. 
It also means guarding the mind's inputs, feeding it truth and 
beauty, and avoiding the noise and poison that weaken the soul.

Exercising compassion without becoming naïve, and wisdom 
without becoming cynical. We cannot change the whole world. But 
we can hold the line where we stand. 

The values of the Craft (brotherhood, truth, charity, humility, and 
moral discipline) are not just ideals. They are defenses and tools for 
the inner war that rages quietly beneath the headlines.

While the world may not acknowledge this struggle, we know it 
exists. We feel it. We see its signs in the breakdown of trust, the 
erosion of virtue, and the confusion between right and wrong.

We are not meant to despair. We are meant to prepare. When 
darkness increases, even a small light matters. We do not need to 
be loud; we need to be luminous. Let the world see Masons as men 
who act with calm, speak with care, and move with purpose. Let 
them see in us a quiet dignity, a steadfastness that cannot be shaken 

by news cycles or storms. Let our presence be felt, not by force, but 
by example.

To do that, we must tend to the flame within, stay close to our 
principles, reflect often, check our conduct, improve what needs 
improving, and never stop working on our rough stone of self.

We were never meant to walk this path alone. The square teaches 
us equality. The compasses teach us balance. Together, they teach us 
how to lift one another when the burden grows heavy. Freemasonry 
is not a shield from pain. It is a place where pain is shared, where 
truth is spoken, and where strength is rebuilt.

The world may continue to tremble. But the foundation beneath 
our feet need not. If you have forgotten the lessons of your working 
tools, examine them again. If you have grown tired, rest, but do not 
give up the work.

If you feel overwhelmed, do one small act of good. Then another. 
You need not try to fix everything. You only need to remain 
upright. To speak when it is right. To be silent when it is wise. Act 
when it is required. Love without condition. Correct your errors 
and carry the light. This is what it means to be a Mason in times 
like these.

Our world does not need more noise; it needs more examples of 
good. It requires more people, who are honest, calm, faithful, and 
courageous—not with weapons, but with wisdom. We cannot 
predict what tomorrow will bring. But we can meet it prepared. 
Stand steady, build quietly, live nobly and in doing so, help the 
world to heal.

Our craft is rooted in the pursuit of light, not just symbolic 
illumination, but a lifelong commitment to wisdom, discernment, 
and integrity. We are taught to test ideas, weigh them carefully, and 
never mistake speculation for insight. This takes work, and that’s 
precisely the point.

The Mason’s role is not to keep up with the noise, but to rise above 
it. To be the kind of man who, when truth finally arrives, he has 
already made room for it. Because light doesn’t shout, it reveals. 

Travel safely, my brothers.
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CONNECTICUT FREEMASONS FOUNDATION, INC.
of the GRAND LODGE OF ANCIENT FREE & ACCEPTED MASONS

of the STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
A 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt Organization

    PO Box 69 
Wallingford, CT 06492

Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr. 
Grand Master 2025
Dear Brothers, Family, and Friends,,   June 16, 2025

We are taught that Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth are the foundational principles that unite us in this great fraternity. These principles are the basis for 
the formation of the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation, Inc., our 501(c)3 charitable arm. It is my honor this year to appeal to you to support the vital 
charitable activities of our foundation, by making a tax-deductible contribution to the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation, Inc.

I have singled out three options for your special consideration. You may split your gift, if desired. Please check choices in the return section and indicate 
the amount of your gift that you desire to restrict to that category. A gift of any size is meaningful, so please consider contributing whatever is within your 
means. Thank you for your consideration of this appeal.

•First is our Grand Almoner’s Fund. We are reminded continually of the importance of providing for “the relief of poor distressed Master Masons, their 
widows, and orphans” Our Almoners provide a focus for ensuring this duty is carried out and the fund is an important element of that relief. 

•Second is our Matching Grant Program. It is designed to encourage lodges to actively support charitable causes in their local communities by having 
the foundation match the cash gifts made by the lodges to those 501(c)3 charities. The size and scope of this activity will depend on the support you give 
to it in this appeal. The goal is to raise enough to match up to the first $1,000, on the dollar that lodges gift to qualifying entities. 

•Third is our General Endowment Unrestricted Funds Option which enables the Board of Directors to utilize the funds for any pressing circumstance 
which arises. In the past we have provided help to relieve human suffering caused by devastating hurricanes, tornadoes, and fires. We are one fraternal 
body, wherever so dispersed.

Fraternally,

Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr.
M.W. Grand Master 2025

The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation is a 501(c)(3) corporation organized to accept tax deductible 
contributions. Your gift may be restricted by designating your specific charitable choice from the above list in 
the memo section of your check.

• Grand Almoner’s Fund
• Grand Lodge Matching Grant Program
• CT Freemasons Foundation General Endowment
• CT DeMolay
• International Order of Rainbow for Girls
• The Masonic Charity Foundation/ Quality of Life  
• 32nd Degree Children's Dyslexia Center of CT

• George Washington National Masonic Memorial
• Masonic Medical Research Institute
• Masonic Model Student Assist Program
• Masonic Service Association
• Masonic Organ Donor Porgram "Donate Life"
• Shriners Hospital: Boston Burns Unit/Hospital 

for Children, Springfield

Your Support for 2024 included donations to: The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation Inc.  
Board of Directors:
Christopher J. Earle, Chairman, Trumbull No. 22  
Paul L. Watson, Secretary/Treasurer, Uriel No. 24
Salvatore R. Ferrigno, Jr., Trumbull No, 22
David A. McCain, Union No. 40
Rinaldo F. Magliao Jr., Anchor No. 112
Joseph J. Porco, Hiram No. 18
Shane Dufresne, Harmony No. 42
Dee A. C. Smith, Fayette no. 69
Marshall K. Robinson, King Hiram No. 12
F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr., Hartford Evergreen No. 88

NOTE:  Donations can be made via PayPal on the Grand Lodge website www.CTFreemasons.net 
Located under “About Us” “The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation”

XXX---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------XXX
Make check payable to: CT Freemasons Foundation – mail to PO Box 69, Wallingford, CT 06492-0069

To assist the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation in their ongoing work, I / we donate to the Grand Master’s Appeal as follows:

________Grand Almoner’s Fund

________Matching Grant Program

________General Endowment (unrestricted)

________Other-please note in the memo 

                  section of  your check

If your donation is “in honor of,” or “in memory of,” (circle one) a loved one, please include their 
name below:
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Please send notice of my gift to: ______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Please have someone contact me about how to include the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation as a 
beneficiary in my will. ________
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Masonicare at Ashlar Village’s 

newest intern-turned-employee 

comes from a family steeped in 

Masonic tradition and, though 

still in his teens, is already 

envisioning a career in senior 

living.

Bro. Aiden Nielsen (right), 

State Master Councilor of 

Connecticut DeMolay and a 

member of Friendship Lodge 

No. 33, Southington, is a third-

generation Mason and nephew 

of MWPGM Gary Arseneau. His 

mother (International Order 

of the Rainbow for Girls) and 

grandmother (Order of the 

Eastern Star) are also Masonic-

affiliated.

Aiden’s first job was at a nursing 

home in Southington, where he 

enjoyed building connections 

with the residents. When that 

ended, he was able to focus 

more of his time and energy into 

an internship at Masonicare that 

just recently became a full-time 

job.

“I’ve only ever worked in senior 

living,” he said, “and I love it.”

From talking to staff in the 

Administration offices at Ashlar 

Village, the feeling is mutual. 

They say Aiden has achieved 

local celebrity status in the 

community thanks to the tech 

support he provides residents for 

their personal devices – just one 

of his many duties as Resident 

Engagement and Support 

Assistant. He’s able to patiently 

resolve most cell phone, 

computer, and printer issues.

“On my busiest day,” he said, 

“I had 13 appointments. The 

biggest thing I get out of it is 

seeing the joy the residents have 

when I’m able to help them.”

Aiden balances his work at 

Ashlar Village with his studies – 

he is currently pursuing a degree 

in Business Administration at 

Tunxis Community College – 

and his leadership duties with 

DeMolay.

“Aiden is so unique in that he’s 

a young gentleman who really 

has an affinity for our work 

and for our residents,” said 

Kimberly Magalhaes, Executive 

Director at Ashlar Village. “He’s 

so adaptable and flexible, from 

providing administrative support 

to now taking on bigger projects 

that will enhance our residents’ 

experience. He does whatever 

he can to help us, and he’s only 

going to continue to learn and 

grow.”
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From the Desk of Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit
President & CEO of Masonicare

By the time you read this, Masonicare Health 
Center’s beautifully refurbished courtyard will 
have reopened after a two-month shutdown 

for the enjoyment of residents, staff and visitors. It 
features new stonework, an outdoor grill, synthetic 
grass, and new outdoor furniture.

The project, as well as the renovation of MHC’s 
auditorium, was made possible by our philanthropic 
affiliate, The Masonic Charity Foundation of 
Connecticut. If the Foundation’s mission is to 
enhance the quality of life for those we serve, then 
these projects will certainly do that by making it 
possible for us to offer new and improved activities 
and special events for our residents and patients. Gifts to The 
Foundation come from many sources, including generous members 
of the Masonic Family. Thank you for your support!

We have been following with great interest recent reports about 
progress in the fight against Alzhemier’s disease, including tests to 
help assess early signs of Alzheimer’s and other causes of cognitive 
decline and even potential treatments currently in clinical trials. 
But, until there’s a cure, you can count on Masonicare to be 
well-represented at the annual Walks to End Alzheimer’s, held in 
September and October. We had a strong presence, again, at the 
Greater New Haven and Eastern Connecticut walks but, with 

our recent growth into communities like Shelton, 
Farmington, Newington, and Rocky Hill, we were 
also able to form teams and raise funds for the 
Greater Hartford, Fairfield County and Bristol 
walks.

As we get ready to gather with family and friends 
this Thanksgiving, I want to express my heartfelt 
gratitude to everyone who makes sure the 
Masonicare mission endures, from our clinicians 
and social workers to the drivers and waitstaff. Their 
dedication and compassion towards our residents, 
patients, and each other continue to inspire me. 
And I am thankful for the families who trust us with 

their loved ones. Happy Thanksgiving to all!

Yours fraternally

,

Jon-Paul Venoit
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Daniel L. Berdell 
Anchor Lodge No. 112 

Don M. Clark 
Somerset  St. James Lodge No. 34 

John T. Fantozzi 
Meridian Lodge No. 77

Eugene A. Foley 
Wyllys St. Johns Lodge No. 4 

Jacque Garland Francois 
Ionic Lodge No. 110 

Randall Willard Gee 
Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145

Ernest A. Greenwood Jr. 
Coastal Lodge No. 57 

Erich H. Hantsch 
Compass Lodge No. 9

Roger E. Levesque 
Harmony Lodge No. 42

Robert John Montelius 
Widows Son Lodge No. 66

John Elwood Overman 
Somerset  St. James Lodge No, 34

Michael Charles Pedrazzini 
Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88

Edward A. Portaluppi 
Columbia Lodge No. 25

Terrence L. Reaviel
Uriel Lodge No. 24

Marshall Keith Robinson
King Hiram Lodge No. 12

Kenneth Lawrence Twombly
Washington Lodge No. 19

Karl Christian Veith 
Hiram Lodge No. 1

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 50-YEAR MEMBERS!

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 75-YEAR MEMBER!
Robert C. Gomez 

Montgomery Lodge No. 13

Greetings brothers, 

My name is Kyle Podpolucha, and I have recently been assigned 
to head the Matching Funds program. The Matching Funds 
program is designed to encourage lodges to have their brothers 
become actively involved in supporting worthwhile charities and 
governmental activities in the community served by that lodge. The 
program aims to make dollar matching available, thereby helping 
them participate in meaningful ways in their local communities. 

The program is willing to match the first $500 on a dollar-for-dollar 
basis and the next $500 at 50 cents per dollar. This allows any lodge 
to have a maximum matching contribution of $750 in any calendar 
year. Lodges are only eligible to use this program once per calendar 
year. The CT Freemasons Foundation, Grand Master, and the 
Matching Funds program reserves the right to approve or deny any 

claim. It is important to remember that this must be for a charity or 
nonprofit, and only donations will be matched. Lodges cannot and 
will not be reimbursed for materials. 

To apply for the Matching Funds program, you must fill out an 
application that can be accessed via the resources section on Grand 
View. Under the resources section, you will see the Coca tab, which 
has further instructions for Matching Funds and the application. 
Once the application is completed, it should be mailed to the 
head of the Matching Funds program. My email address is kyle.
podpolucha@ctfreemasons.net. 

It may be advantageous for you to reach out before an event to ask 
about details and whether your cause is eligible for the program. If 
you have any further questions, you can also contact me via phone 
at (203) 694-4546. 
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District 8 
Lodges 10, 31, 34, 57, 102, 116, 150

Brainard Lodge No. 102 Hosts Two Entered Apprentice 
Degrees in September by Jonathan Lamas
Brainard Lodge No. 102 in Niantic conferred two Entered 
Apprentice degrees in September, welcoming six new brothers into 
the fraternity.

The first, on Tuesday, September 9, was under the leadership 
of WM Craig Pedro and his officers. The evening drew strong 
attendance from across the 8th Masonic District, including RWB 
Glenn E. Studwell, District Deputy of 8B, and his Associate Grand 
Marshall WB Axel Mahlke. New Bros. Bob Locker and Chad 
Merriman received an exemplary degree.

On Tuesday, September 23, the second EA degree was conducted 
as an 8th District Junior Warden’s Night, with JW Michael Bogdan 
presiding in the East. On this occasion, four 
new brothers were welcomed: Kyle Beaumier, 
Joshua Talley, Dylan Vojick, and Jordan 
Vojick. JW Bogdan and the officers displayed 
excellent work, highlighted by an outstanding 
Steward’s Lecture by Bros. Michael Matovic 
and Michael Cantwell.

THE SEMI-ANNUAL COMMUNICATION ~ PHOTOS ~ OCTOBER 18, 2025
Photos by Bill Greene

Continued on page 31
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District 7 
Lodges 2, 43, 51, 81, 95, 112, 119, 131, 151

St. John’s Lodge No. 2 Honors Members at Annual 
Awards Night  by Jerry Nero
St. John’s Lodge No. 2 celebrated its annual awards night on October 
8, recognizing the dedication and service of its longstanding brothers 
in a heartfelt ceremony attended by lodge brothers and their families. 
The evening's highlights included the presentation of a 25-year 
service pin to Bro. Gerald Calabritto, honoring his quarter-century 
of commitment to Freemasonry’s principles of brotherhood and 
community service. Bro. Calabritto, a fixture in lodge activities, 
expressed gratitude for the recognition, noting the enduring bonds 
that had been formed at St. John’s Lodge. 

In a historic moment, the lodge conferred its inaugural Francis S. 
Distefano Award, with the namesake brother's wife, Patti Distefano, 
in attendance. This new accolade celebrates distinguished service and 
was bestowed upon Bro. Brett Braccideferro, who was praised for 
his exceptional dedication during the lodge's recent relocation from 
Middletown to Meriden. His efforts extended to undertaking numerous 
selfless tasks that ensured a smooth transition. Bro. Brett's contributions 
have been invaluable. He went above and beyond when the lodge needed 
it most. Named after RWB Francis S. Distefano, a past master of St. 
John’s Lodge, past District Deputy, former grand lodge officer, and 
devoted Mason, the award honors his enduring legacy while recognizing 
future brothers who embody his same passionate commitment. 

Additionally, certificates of appreciation were awarded to WBs Vincent Cowie and Robert Grismer for their decades of unwavering support. Both have 
played pivotal roles in sustaining the lodge through challenges, ensuring its growth and continuity. The MWGM Rinaldo F. Magliano, Jr. and the 
Assistant to the Grand Master, RWB Jonathan Wilson, attended the ceremony, as well as RWB Michael Maselli, District Deputy of Masonic District 7B, 
to see his AGM, WB Grismer, receive the award. 

The event underscored the Masonic values of fellowship and perseverance, with attendees looking forward to future milestones. St. John’s Lodge 
continues to thrive in its new Meriden home, welcoming new members to its storied legacy.

Warren Lodge No. 51 Ladies 
Appreciation and Awards Night 
by Jeffrey A. Blayman
On an absolutely lovely Sunday afternoon, guests in their semi-formal attire enjoyed 
the melodious tunes of RWB Rob Krawic’s jazz guitar during the social hour before 
Warren Lodge’s ladies' appreciation and awards night.

Everyone enjoyed the banquet. WM Jeffrey Blayman began the evening's program.  
After numerous service pins, framed photos, DD Presentation picture books, and 
keepsakes were handed out, a truly beautiful moment occurred as WB John B. Sterry 
Sr., presented a Lewis Jewel to his son Jack Sterry, Jr., continuing the family legacy of 
dedicated Freemasonry. 

Continued on page 15
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A number of certificates of appreciation were presented, including to Bro. Glen Hansen for his 
unyielding support to his brethren wherever dispersed; to Bro. Joseph Piatti, Jr. for his care and 
compassion driving children to and from their doctor appointments as a lifelong member of the Shrine; 
to Mrs. Sara Sterry Rutter for her endless list of projects to benefit the city of Portland, the American 
Legion Auxiliary, the brothers of Warren Lodge as well as all the other commitments she has made; and 
to Richard “Karl with a K” Faass, whose name elicits so many complimentary stories of devotion to his 
fellow man that the lodge was honored to present him an award of Service to his Community. 

The last two awards of the evening were very special. WB Daniel P. Alexander was named Mason of the 
Year for his tireless passion for Freemasonry and the tremendous responsibilities he juggles. Finally, the 
ladies were thanked for all their support and patience, and each received a Blue Slipper pin, symbolizing 
the brothers’ commitment to widows, wives, and daughters.

The evening was a huge success, and Warren Lodge congratulates everyone on their 
accomplishments throughout the year.

District 7 continued from page 14
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District 6 
Lodges 4, 25, 28, 70, 73, 88, 145, 400

Columbia Lodge No. 25 Passes Three Fellowcrafts
by Arnie Grot
Columbia Lodge No. 25 in South Glastonbury conferred a Fellowcraft Degree 
on Wednesday evening, September 17, passing Bros. Paul Gacek, Cesar A. 
Echeverri, and Vijay J. Pachamuthu.

SW Chris Gness stepped up to the East for the evening. RWB Earl Evans 
delivered the Coming to Light Lecture, WB Jack Ranney presented the 
Working Tools, Bro. Brian Dikun and WB Walt Grube delivered the Staircase 
Lecture, RWB Dave LaFargue presented the Letter G, Bros. Phillip Crump 
and Julio Florez gave the First Section Lecture, and RWB Evans delivered the 
Charge.

New Fellowcraft Paul Gacek thanked the Lodge and said he is excited to 
continue his Masonic journey. 

District Deputy of Masonic District 6B, RWB Bob Dodge, congratulated the 
lodge on a fine degree and told the new Fellowcrafts how much work goes into 
preparing for a degree. He emphasized that this work is done for the candidates, 
and the lodge brothers will always be there for them.

Bro. Shaun Lasich of Omni Lodge No. 509 in Dravosburg, PA, also visited that 
evening.

(l-r) RWB Arnie Grot, Bro. Jason Felber, RWB Bob Dodge, Bro. Vijay J. 
Pachamuthu, Bro. Brian Dikun, Bro. Julio Florez, Brol. Cesar A. Echeverri, 

SW Chris Gness, WM Deepak C. Saluru, Bro. Paul Gacek, Bro. Michael 
Lombardi, Bro. Juan C. Diaz, WB Walt Grube, RWB John DiCiccio, Jr.,  

RWB F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr., Bro. Raul Sanchez, and WB Richard Berson.

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 Joins Six Lodges For 
Master Mason Degree by Pat Jones
     Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 of South Windsor enjoyed a very successful weekend at the 4H Camp in Marlborough in September, portraying 
a Master Mason Degree during a three-day encampment. Brothers from six other lodges, Columbia Lodge No. 25, Ionic Lodge No. 110, Fayette Lodge 
No. 69, Moosup Lodge No. 113, Wolcott Lodge No. 60, and Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145 joined them.

Ten brothers were raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason.  Seven were from Hartford Evergreen Lodge: Bros. Nicholas Guillette, Raheem Vann-Davidson, 
Chad Pelletier, Fredrick Craig, Kirt Ciantar, Daniel Jacques, and Patrick Mitchell. Also raised was Bro. Wes Crouch of Ionic Lodge, and Bros. Justin McCollum and 
Pete Howard of Fayette Lodge.

RWB Robert Malt served as Senior Deacon for the Degree. The Tragedy 
was portrayed with RWB David LaFargue (Friendship Tuscan Lodge) as 
MEKS, RWB Greg Stump (Hartford Evergreen Lodge) as Grand Master 
Hiram Abif, and Bro. Jonathan Hood was Hiram, King of Tyre. RWB 
Arnie Grot, Bro. Kirk Monstream and WB Brian Warren portrayed the 
ruffians. Bro. Lou Lamphear was the Sea Captain, and the Craftsmen 
were Bros. Duane Mason, Kirk Montstream, Aaron Alder, Roland 
Mason, and WBs Tad Bistor, Arnold Grot, and Brian Warren.

Bros. Roland Mason and Jonathan Hayes recited the First Section 
Lecture. WB Brian Keith (Moosup Lodge) presented the Charge. It was 
widely agreed that this was one of the most inspirational treatments of 
the Charge most had ever heard.

The weekend ceremonies ended with a plentiful barbecue and a bonfire.
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District 5 
Lodges 14, 29, 33, 36, 101, 128, 140, 146, 148

Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140 
Oktoberfest by Brian Sprouse
On September 20, Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140 held its annual Oktoberfest. This 
event was open to Masons and their families as well as to the public. 

Forty-nine attended, and they feasted on pretzels, German beet salad, bratwurst, 
German potato salad, German short ribs, rotkohl, German creamed spinach, 
German chocolate cake, and assorted German beers and wine. 

A raffle also raised $500 for the Scholarship Fund.

Friendship Lodge No. 33 Supports Apple Harvest 
Festival by Rudy Cabata 
The Southington Apple Harvest Festival is a six-day event held over two 
weekends each fall. This year, the event was held two successive weekends, 
October 3-5 and October 10-12. This annual event is one of the largest 
and longest-running festivals in the northeast, typically drawing a crowd 
of more than 100,000 people. 

 Friendship Lodge No. 33 is proud to participate in the festival, 
sponsoring their Apple Empanada and cider booth and marching in the 
parade with a float supporting Connecticut Masonry. Brothers from 
around the 5th Masonic District join in, and money is raised to support 
Masonic scholarships in Southington.
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Valley Lodge No. 36 Swings Big at 5th Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament by Nathaniel Jillette
The sun was shining, spirits were high, and golf balls were (mostly) flying straight as Valley Lodge 
No. 36 hosted its 5th Annual Charity Golf Event at Simsbury Farms Golf Course on Saturday, 
September 20. With 44 golfers, the day was a perfect mix of friendly competition, community 
spirit, and a few creative interpretations of the term “golf swing.”

Golfers of all skill levels joined in the fun – from seasoned golfers to those who believed “par” was 
just short for “participation.” Throughout the day, golfers vied for prizes and bragging rights in 
contests like Longest Drive, Closest to the Pin, and Drive the Green. (Spoiler alert: Some drives did 
find the green — others found trees, sand, and at least one unlucky water hazard.)

After the final scores were tallied (and a few mulligans quietly forgotten), golfers and their families 
gathered for a relaxed family-style dinner filled with laughter, storytelling, and only a little bit of playful 
gloating from the contest winners.

More importantly, the event successfully raised funds to support Valley Lodge’s charitable mission, which 
has benefitted numerous local organizations over the years. Past grant recipients include: 
•	 The Interval House that assists victims of domestic violence 
•	 Volunteer Ambulance Associations in Simsbury, Granby, and Bloomfield 
•	 Local food banks that provide essential support to families in need 
•	 Simsbury Volunteer Fire Company, always first on the scene — even if not invited to the cookout

“We’re incredibly proud of how this event has grown over the past five years,” said Valley Lodge Worshipful 
Master and event organizer Shane Dawe. “The support from our golfers and sponsors allows us to continue 
making meaningful contributions to the organizations that serve our communities.”

The lodge extends its heartfelt thanks to all who participated, donated, and volunteered to make the day a 
success. 

Plans are already underway for the 6th Annual Charity Golf Event, where the golf may or may not improve 
— but the laughs, camaraderie, and community impact will be stronger than ever. We hope you will join us 
on September 19, 2026.
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District 4 
Lodges 1, 9, 16, 22, 30, 38, 63, 66, 77, 79, 87, 89, 97, 115, 125, 332, 401, 500

Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66 Thimble Island Cruise Breaks 
With Tradition by David Cole
On Saturday, October 4, Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66 held their 7th Annual Thimble 
Island Cruise aboard the Sea Mist. The weather was warm and sunny, with blue skies, 
with both the sunset and stars at night were spectacular views from the top deck. 

This was far from the lodge’s typical cruise, which has been marked by rain and fog.  
As soon as the brethren saw the forecast, there was talk of rescheduling to a more 
dreary day, as there was a tradition of getting soaked at stake. But unfortunately, the 
rest of the Sea Mist’s season had already been booked.  

The lodge did the best they could and suffered through just a gorgeous evening.
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Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66 Honors Charter Members on 
200th Anniversary by George Zinycz
To observe the 200th anniversary of the founding of Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66 
in Branford, brothers gathered at two local cemeteries to remember and honor the 
lodge’s founding brothers. The lodge was founded on September 27, 1825.

With the assistance of Grand Historian RWB David Steward, Senior Steward 
George Zinycz compiled a definitive list of the 16 charter members of the lodge, as 
well as the first Entered Apprentice initiated in the new lodge during its inaugural 
year. Using findagrave.com and other online resources, Bro. George was able to 
locate the graves of the first eight officers and the first Entered Apprentice. Most are 
buried in two local cemeteries, but one of the founders, Bro. Lyman Frisbie, the first 
Secretary, later moved to a small farm town near Quincy, Illinois, in the 1830s.

Seven Widow's Sons’ brothers met at the Branford Center Cemetery on Sunday, 
September 28, to perform a short remembrance ceremony at each gravesite. 
The Chaplain, WB Charlie Miller, led the ceremony, which consisted of a short 
reading honoring the commitment and service of the lodge founders, placing 
sprigs of acacia at each grave, a recitation of The Bridge Builder poem, and 
concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. The brothers took turns leading the ceremonies, 
then drove to the Mill Plain Cemetery to honor two more founding brothers 
buried there. 

The Morgan Affair, which cast a dark shadow over Freemasonry in America, 
started less than a year after the founding of the Widow’s Son Lodge. The 
lodge’s survival was severely challenged by anti-Masonic sentiment that swept 
popular opinion nationwide, and its continuity was hardly assured. That the 
first Worshipful Master, Merit Foot, was able to keep the nascent lodge from 
collapsing during this time is an enduring testament to his commitment and 
service to the lodge. This rough patch lasted 20 years, but the lodge emerged 
reinvigorated and thrived. On his last visit to Widow’s Son Lodge before he laid 
down his working tools, WB Foot charged the lodge with some final guidance 
that all Masons would be well served to heed today as then:

   “Stand by the old landmarks.  
   Deal justly with man and walk humbly before God.  
   Thus, in due time, you will each receive your reward.”

Continued on page 25
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DISTRICT 4  continued from page 24 

The Grand Lodge has adopted  
a Lifetime Membership Plan

X  Once purchased, you opt out of your local lodge dues and 
     Grand Lodge assessments.

X  Your lodge, through the plan, receives your dues until your 
     50th year of membership.

X  Upon your passing your lodge still receives your dues benefit 
     for an additional 10 years.

X  Regardless of your financial situation, once the plan is 
     purchased, you can’t be dropped for non-payment of dues.

X  Applications and quotes for the Lifetime Membership Plan 
     are FREE.

X  Never pay dues again. Apply today!
X  Contact your Lodge Secretary or Grand Lodge for a application.  
     Grand Secretary: grandsecretary@ctfreemasons.net

NEVER PAY DUESNEVER PAY DUES AGAIN! AGAIN!

DEE’S ANTIQUES  
$ PAYS $ TOP DOLLAR • 2032358431

BUYING Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Coins, Military Items, Musical 
Instruments, Old Advertising Signs & Memorabilia, Fishing 
& Hunting Equipment, Vintage Toys, Comic Books, Antique 
Furniture, Anything Old & Unusual 

Serving Community & Family Respectfully for Over 50 Years
Call Thomas Spratta at 203.235.8431

600 West Main St., Meriden, CT 06451
TJS600@cox.net
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Quinta Essentia Lodge No. 500 
Congratulates Brother Joe Ushchak  
by Jonathan Glassman
Quinta Essentia Lodge No. 500 congratulates Brother Joe Ushchak, who did an excellent job in proving 
proficiency for the Master Mason degree at a special communication of Quinta Essentia Lodge on September 
12. Having done so, he was presented with his own customized, hand-made lodge apron.

Quinta Essentia Lodge No. 500 Fellowcraft Degree and 
Festive Board by Jonathan Glassman
Bro. Dan Burns was passed to the degree of Fellowcraft on September 20 
by the brethren of Quinta Essentia Lodge No. 500. The lodge congratulates 
Bro. Dan. He also led a fascinating discussion during the lodge’s festive 
board about science, faith, and religion! Good food and drink, and 
fellowship that abounds!
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District 2 
Lodges 13, 18, 21, 39, 40, 48, 49

Union Lodge No. 40 Celebrates 245 Years of Brotherhood 
and 100 Years at Historic Main Street Home
Union Lodge No. 40, one of Connecticut’s oldest Masonic lodges, 
proudly celebrated two remarkable milestones in 2025: its 245th 
anniversary and the 100th anniversary of its lodge building at 337 Main 
Street in downtown Danbury.

Founded in 1780, during the earliest years of the American Republic, 
Union Lodge has been an integral part of Danbury’s civic and charitable 
life for nearly 2.5 centuries. Its founding members – soldiers, tradesmen, 
and local leaders – laid the cornerstone for a tradition rooted in the 
enduring Masonic principles of brotherhood, charity, and truth.

Since 1925, the Lodge has called 337 Main Street its home. This historic 
building has served as a center of fellowship, learning, and community 
service for generations of Masons. On September 13, the lodge marked 
the building’s centennial with a public rededication ceremony and the 
opening of a 100-year-old time capsule placed by its predecessors—a moving tribute 
to the continuity of Freemasonry in Danbury.

To culminate this year of celebration, Union Lodge held a gala celebration at The 
Amber Room Colonnade in Danbury. The event brought together members, 
families, community leaders, and friends to honor the lodge’s legacy and look ahead 
to its future of service.

“Reaching 245 years is more than a milestone – it’s a testament to the strength of 
our brotherhood and the values we uphold,” said Robert MacDonald, Worshipful 

Continued on page 24
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Master of Union Lodge. “As we celebrate both our 
founding and a century in our current home, we 
renew our commitment to the community and to 
the timeless principles of Freemasonry.”

Union Lodge remains a living symbol of 
Freemasonry’s enduring presence in Danbury—
steadfast, enlightened, and ever mindful of the 
light it is called to share.

DISTRICT 2  continued from page 23 

District 1 
Lodges 3, 5, 6, 8, 19, 65, 67, 85, 104, 107, 142, 144, 149

Ashlar-Aspetuck Lodge No. 142 Oktoberfest Fellowship 
and More Light
On October 8, the brothers of Ashlar-Aspetuck Lodge No. 142 in Easton 
enjoyed a perfect autumn evening for their October fellowship meal, 
celebrated with an Oktoberfest theme.

The Junior Warden and his kitchen brigade prepared a traditional 
German-inspired menu featuring kartoffelsuppe with krakauerwurst, 
bratwurst with egg noodles and mushroom gravy, and rotkohl. In English, 
it was potato soup with sausages and red cabbage—but prepared with 
unmistakable enthusiasm and brotherly care! The attending brothers were 
intrigued by the menu; although the ingredients were familiar, the final 
composition of the meal proved to be new and delicious. Adding to the 
evening’s atmosphere, several brothers shared their personal experiences 
from Oktoberfest celebrations in Munich and other parts of Germany, 
offering firsthand accounts and a sense of travel to the fellowship.

Following dinner, the lodge was called to labor for its stated communication. WB Kyle Podpolucha, AGM of Masonic District 4A and a member of 
Annawon Lodge No. 115, delivered the evening’s Masonic education, presenting the Third Lecture of the Entered Apprentice Degree. His flawless 
presentation—articulate, insightful, and sincere—was followed by a thoughtful discussion on its meaning and symbolism. The lodge was honored to 
host visiting brothers from Morning Star Lodge No. 47 who are progressing along their own Masonic journeys.

Ashlar-Aspetuck Lodge continues to bring light to its newly initiated brothers, calling them to deeper understanding through fellowship and reflection. 
The evening embodied the spirit of Freemasonry at Ashlar-Aspetuck Lodge.
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WOW! Did this year fly by or 
what? As we head around the 
corner to the holidays, the 

Valley of Bridgeport will be presenting the 
25th Degree live with the 31st Degree on 
video on November 17, and then the semi-
annual presentation of the 32nd Degree on 
December 1, which concludes the degree 
season in Stratford. 

Family life activities include the Annual 
Turkey Trot in Stratford early on 
Thanksgiving day. This event typically 
attracts more than 1,000 runners and 
estimates are that this year might be 
a record breaker for attendance, so 
volunteers and Road Wardens are gladly 
invited to assist! The next event is a trip 
to Boston’s Symphony Hall to join the 
Boston Pops in their annual sing-along 
concert on December 13, and then the 
Annual Holiday Party at the Woodwinds 
Banquet Hall in Branford featuring a 
sumptuous buffet and silent auction on 
Friday, December 19. All proceeds from 
our Family Life events are in support of the 
Connecticut Dyslexia Centers.

Remember – dinners precede our degrees at 
6 p.m., except for the 32nd Degree which 
has three dinner seatings starting at 5 p.m., 
5:45 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Reservations are 
required in advance. Please contact the 
Consistory Office at (203) 375-0064 for 
details and reservations for all events. If 
calling after hours, leave a voicemail with 
your name and callback number. 

2
In the ritual of Freemasonry, King 
Solomon’s temple is taken as a symbol. 
The story of the building of the temple 
is allegorical and represents the toil and 
drama through which every soul must pass 
if it is to attain soul consciousness and 

be rewarded with its 
final immortality.  

In the lodge the 
building and 
restoration of the 
temple at Jerusalem 
are dramatically 
represented in the 
work of the lodge and 
in the ceremonies 
attendant to each 
brother’s initiation. 
The symbolism in 
our three degrees is 
designed to fit our 
ideal relations rather 
than actual existences 
or historical events. 
Sol-Om-On represents the name of 
Deity in three languages and the Biblical 
narrative is, in one sense, an allegory or 
myth of the travails of the individual 
inexperienced soul as it left the Godhead 
and took up residence in the physical life-
pulsating structure we know as the body of 
man. 

There is no reliable history of the 
construction of any such temple in 
Jerusalem, though unquestionably 
many temples of that nature were 
constructed in ancient cities. The real 
temple (and perhaps the only one worthy 
of consideration or of real value to 
humanity) referred to from first to last in 
Freemasonry, as in the ancient initiations, 
is the Tabernacle of the Human Soul. 

That, my brothers, is the structure that is 
built without the sound of hammer or any 
tool of iron (though it works with material 
substances of gross matter, i.e., the human 
body). It is like that other spiritual temple, 
not made by hands, eternal in the heavens, 
for the old Kabbalistic philosophy teaches 

that the immortal spirit (soul) of man is 
the artificer (rebuilder) of the body and its 
source of life. 

In other words, Hiram is the Soul who 
becomes the mediator between the 
physical man and the universal spirit – 
the Father in Heaven. Once awakened 
(as a result or gift of God’s grace or 
Karma), Hiram will assist the “poor blind 
candidate,” that is, the man of sense 
immersed in the realm of materialism, to 
learn the ineffable name and obtain the 
Lost Word thus “climbing up some other 
way.” He then works at attaining wisdom 
and eternal life (i.e., soul consciousness) 
without self-conquest – power without 
sacrifice (the transmutation of selfish 
interests). 

He will not listen to the voices of 
impatient pleading. He will not follow 
the misguided path of the three impatient 
ruffians. He takes to heart the words of 
Hiram, “wait until the temple is complete, 
and then I will do my best to serve you.” 

The Great Work  
of Solomon’s Temple 

 
by John A. Amarilios, membership@lafayetteconsistory.com

SCOTTISH RITE DEGREES
Reservations required.  

Call the Consistory Office at (203) 375-0064. 
 

Mon. Nov. 17- 25th Degree (live), 31st Degree (video) 
4th Degree as Needed for New Candidates at 7 p.m. 

Mon. Dec. 1 - 32nd Degree (live). There will be several 
seatings for dinner for the 32nd Degree.
Reservations for dinner seatings should  
be made by calling the Consistory office. 

For the latest copy of the  
Lafayette Consistory News visit   

https://ctfreemasons.net/appendantbodies/
lafayetteconsistory/ 

Continued on page 26
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He realizes that it is impossible to attain to soul consciousness 
before the alchemical work of Freemasonry is completed. If he 
attempts to attain to this consciousness by erroneous shortcuts 
or the use of dubious substances, he will defeat only himself, 
and shall “flee into the deserts of remorse, and shall call 
upon the rocks to hide him from the pursuits of his accusing 
conscience (the 12 fellowcrafts). 

You now are in possession of the keys to understanding the 
esoteric import of Freemasonry’s most valuable and perhaps 
misunderstood drama. Good things take time, and your 
continued attendance at your Blue lodge and, more especially, 
its degrees, are a form of repetitive instruction that will enable 
you to slowly attain the higher consciousness that you were born 
to have, if you only take the proper steps to awaken it!

Fiat Lux!

As always, the Valley of Bridgeport, stands ready to help further your 
understanding of the three degrees of Freemasonry. Should you have 
questions about the Scottish Rite, please feel free to contact me at the 
email address above, or call the Consistory office at (203) 375-0064. 

The Great Work of Solomon's Temple 
continued from page 25

On October 8, 2025, Ashlar Chapter No. 116 in Wallingford 
initiated Kim Magalhaes, executive director of Ashlar Village, 
when the Worthy Grand Matron was at the chapter for the Official 
Visitation. Kim has the distinction of being the first woman 
without a Masonic relationship to join Ashlar Chapter. The newly 
initiated sister has been employed by Masonicare for 15 years. J.P. 
Venoit, Masonicare's CEO, and also a member of Ashlar Chapter, 
was a witness as she received the degrees.

Membership in the Order of the Eastern Star includes affiliated 
Master Masons in good standing and any female relatives who are 
related by birth, marriage, or adoption to affiliated Master Masons 
in good standing, or if deceased were in good standing at the time 
of their death; as well as members – either active for three years or 
majority – in the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls or 
in the Job’s Daughters International, each of whom having attained 
the age of 18 years, and women sponsored by a sister and brother 
who are members of the Order. If you have any questions, please 
call the Grand Chapter office at 203-679-5520.

Ashlar Chapter Order of the Eastern Star Initiates 
Masonicare Executive by Pat Kalinauskas

l-r: Sisters Delores M. Burr 70-year member; Suzanne L. Dana, Worthy Grand Matron; 
Patsy Cleaves, Worthy Matron; and Kim Magalhaes, Executive Director, Ashlar Village. 
Brothers The Rev. Bruce R. Bellmore, Worthy Patron Protem, Associate Grand Patron, 

Past Grand Master; and Richard A. Kassay, Worthy Grand Patron.
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Annawon Fellowcraft Club Charity Golf Tournament 
Supports House of Heroes Connecticut

by Douglas Turcotte
On August 19, Wheeler Family Traditions 
Golf Club hosted a charity golf tournament to 
support House of Heroes Connecticut. This 
organization assists veterans and their families 
with home repairs and modifications.

The tournament was organized by the 
Annawon Fellowcraft Club, led by Jerry Nero, 
and featured a full day of activities, including 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, and fun raffle prizes. 
Participants competed in various contests, 
including Hole-in-One, Closest to the Pin, and 
Long Drive. Proceeds directly benefited the 
House of Heroes' mission to honor military 
and public safety heroes.

The tournament received substantial backing 
from key sponsors, including Platinum 
Sponsors the Valley of New Haven AASR and 
Torrco Supply. The Banquet Sponsor was The 
Star Supply Company, Lunch Sponsor was 
George S. Greytak, and Cart Sponsor was 
Masonicare. Additional gratitude was extended 
to New Haven Credit Union for its generous 
donation and to A1 Toyota for sponsoring the 
Hole-in-One contest.

The tournament raised $9,500, which was 
later presented at the Annawon Lodge 
Awards Night on September 22. Everyone 
had a great time, underscoring the impact 
of such initiatives in supporting those who 
have served. The Annawon Fellowcraft 
Club would like to thank all those who 
participated and extend special gratitude to 
the event’s repeat supporters. Without their 
help, it couldn't get done. They also extend 
our sincere appreciation to Wheeler Family 
Traditions Golf Club for graciously hosting 
the tournament at their exceptional venue.

Continued on page 31
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Annawan Felllowcraft Club Charity Golf Tournament  continued from page 30
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Tall Cedars of Lebanon Labors and Fellowship
by Jeffrey A. Blayman 
On Saturday, September 13, the Tall Cedars of Lebanon gathered at the 
Scottish Rite Cathedral in Newington for a portrayal of the Prologue and 
Royal Court Degree, which had not been seen live in over 40 years.

Members from Nutmeg Forest No. 116 of Glastonbury, Laurel Forest 
No. 130 of Wallingford, and Massasoit Forest No. 91 of Attleboro, 
Massachusetts, all participated in this unique and exciting opportunity.  
Brother Cedar Eric Hoy, District Deputy Supreme Tall Cedar for District 
15, watched them initiate 17 new brothers.

After the work of the day was done, Grand Tall Cedar Eric Pogg and Scribe David 
LaFargue PGTC took the opportunity to address the assembled brethren to discuss the 
organization and its impact further. Although Cedarism originated in 1843, the foundation 
was established in 1951 with a mission to provide relief to children and their families 
affected by neuromuscular diseases in our local communities. It is this 
philanthropy, in addition to the decree for Fun, Frolic, and Fellowship, 
that gives the Tall Cedars of Lebanon their unique purpose.

The Forest meets only four times a year (three dining-out meetings 
and one tiled meeting). This frequency could be a welcome addition 
to any brother's Masonic schedule. 

Following the portrayal, members gathered at the Portland Ale House 
to hold one of the open standard communications. These open 
communications, in a dining-out format, offer the opportunity to 
dine with wives and significant others while completing some routine 
deliberations.  

On this occasion, Robert T. Goff, Supreme Director of Region 11 of the Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon International, attended. He spoke with great enthusiasm, 
congratulated the Forest on its growth and its passion for Cedarism within the 
district. The Grand Junior Steward of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, RWB 
Robert Eubanks, offered his own sentiments of gratitude and appreciation.  It 
was a very enjoyable evening.  

For more information or to join a Forest near you, please contact: 
Bro. Cedar David LaFargue - Scribe Nutmeg Forest No. 116 
slafargue1@gmail.com or 860-402-7265
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Royal Arch Masonry Presentation at St. John’s Lodge No. 2
by Jerry Nero

St. John's Lodge No. 2 hosted a Royal Arch Masonry presentation on 
Wednesday, September 24.  RE Grand Master of the First Veil, Douglas 
J. Turcotte, assisted by RE Grand Principal Sojourner Kristian M. 

Maiorino, informed the visiting brethren how the degrees of Royal Arch 
Masonry complete the degrees in Blue Lodge.

He explained the special meanings of the Royal Arch degrees and presented 
the history of the degrees and York Rite Masonry. Finally, they discussed 
the importance of York Rite membership as a whole and the need for more 
members to keep the Chapters thriving.

Also attending was ME Grand High Priest Jason R. Rieger, who enlightened 
the assembled brethren about Royal Arch Masonry and his goal to increase 
membership during his year.

The evening was a great success. Brothers petitioned for membership that evening. 

St. John’s Lodge encourages other lodges in the state to have this presentation. 
Contact Douglas J. Turcotte at douglasturcotteiii@yahoo.com for more information.

CORRECTION:  
Bro. John Elwood 
Overman, a 50-
year member was 
mistakenly listed 
under the incorrect 
lodge last month. 
He is listed, this 
month, with the 
correct lodge in the 
50-year members.



31Connecticut Freemasons |  NOVEMBER 2025 ctfreemasons.net

THE SEMI-ANNUAL COMMUNICATION ~ PHOTOS ~ OCTOBER 18, 2025
Photos by Bill Greene
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Connecticut Masonic Scouters Association  
Holds Camp Degree by Jonathan Glassman

 
The brothers of the Connecticut Masonic Scouters Association gathered at Camp Sequassen on 
September 15 for Camp Degree 2025, hosted by Seneca Lodge No. 55.

Dinner was followed by an Entered Apprentice Degree, and everyone enjoyed a wonderful 
experience.
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IORG 15th Annual Retreat
by Anne Needham

From September 26–28, Connecticut International Order 
of the Rainbow for Girls hosted its 15th Annual Retreat, 
a weekend designed to strengthen friendships and foster 

teamwork among members from across the state.

This year's theme, Clue, challenged participants to solve riddles, 
untangle a ribbon maze, and work together to decipher clues, 
setting the stage for a weekend of fun, problem-solving, and 
connection.

Saturday’s ropes course and giant swing pushed girls to confront 
fears and find inner strength. Every uncertain step became an 

opportunity to problem-solve and think critically to find the path 
forward. Each obstacle became a lesson in trust and perseverance, 
proving that when one girl rises, the group rises with her.

Afternoon workshops offered hands-on opportunities to learn new 
skills, including sewing a cinch bag, making pasta from scratch, 
designing tie-dye shoes, and creating string art. Later, the day 
concluded with a Clue-inspired game based on IORG. Members 
worked together to solve the colorful themed game.

The weekend was a success, with girls and adults learning from one 
another and sharing common bonds of sisterhood.

Keystone Chapter No. 6 
Exalts Three New  

Royal Arch Masons
by Mark Orsini

Most Excellent Grand High Priest Jason Rieger 
joined Excellent High Priest Philip Sharkey 
III and the companions of Keystone Chapter 

No. 6 in celebrating the exaltation of three new Royal 
Arch Masons.

Candidates Gregory Webster, Anthony Migliarese, 
and Gary Byram were exalted to the Sublime and 
Honorable Degree of Royal Arch Mason. This 

significant milestone represents the completion of the teachings 
of Ancient Craft Masonry and the continuation of their journey 
in the York Rite tradition.

The evening was marked by impressive ritual work, deep fellowship, 
and a reaffirmation of the enduring values of Freemasonry — faith, 
integrity, brotherhood, and the pursuit of greater Masonic light.
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Now you can support Connecticut Freemasons newspaper online! There is a PayPal dropdown Connecticut Freemasons Booster 
form on the Grand Lodge home page (ctfreemasons.net) just below the PDF version of the paper. **Use the dropdown to select your 
level, click the “Pay Now” button and then follow the directions. You can pay with credit or debit cards or a PayPal account.  
  
Or, scan the QR Code on the right with your smartphone to go directly to the Connecticut Freemasons page on the website. Scroll 
down and follow the instrictions indicated ** above. The funds are used to help cover the printing and mailing expenses of the paper. 

An asterisk next to your name indicates that your support in the Booster list expires in one month. Please consider renewing your support of the Connecticut Freemasons news-
paper at your current rate or at the next level up. After reviewing all of the receipts for Boosters, the lists are the Boosters who are current (i.e., within the 11 issue window). If your 
name does not appear and you feel that you should be on the list, please contact us. Note: Booster support is not deductible as a charitable contribution under IRC Section 170(c).

 Grand Boosters $50 $99.99

 Grand Master 's  Circ le  $100 or more.

LTC Dick & Cheryl Arndt

Douglas D. Barnard

Roger Bissell

Judd S. Blaze

Lawrence L. Brandolini

Bud & Bobbi Buckner

Lowell H. Cantor*

Lester Culver, Jr.

Carlton R. & Susan A. Csiki

Rob & Malin Eubanks

Bill Ferguson

Michael G. Fitting

William H. Flagg

John W. Ford

Steve & Keith Franson

Robert J. Furce

Colonel John G. Gergulis

Jim Gillan

Mitchell Goldburgh

Thomas J. Gondek

Bill & Sandie Greene

Matthew F. Griffin

Joseph O. Hoefflinger

Dana W. Ivey

Vin & Pat Kalinauskas

Karl King*

Kenneth Kirschner

Steve Lewis

Kurt Maehlenbrock

Rinaldo & Mary Magliano

James Maxwell

John A. Novak

Kyle Podpolucha

Daniel Reeve

Michael Shear

John & Jane Sterry*

George A. Stickels

William J. Strand

Edwin B. Tuthill, Jr.

Charles & Barbara Yohe

Andy Zeidler

Gus Bodin

Steven Canada

John P. Dilks, Jr.

David Elkodsi

Earl S. Evans

Walter Grube

Richard Guimond

Gordon R. Hallberg

Laurence Hangland

Dana W. Ivey

Melvin E. Johnson

Robert J. Knowles

Scott A. Mantz

Frederick F. Newberth, III

Sandra E. Osten

Lewis W. Pennell

Anton Petras

George A. Rados

William Reller

Charles A. Rogers

Heinz Rosskothen

Rodney Spooner

Philip D. True

Gordon C. Willoughby

Master Mason Level $250 +

Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88

Ivanhoe Lodge No. 107

King Hiram Lodge No. 12

Fellowcraft Level $150 $249

Quinta Essentia Lodge No. 500

Entered Apprentice Level $75 $149

Anchor Lodge No. 112

Columbia Lodge No. 25

Coastal Lodge No. 57

Corinthian Lodge No. 63

Evening Star Lodge No. 101

St. Peter's Lodge No. 21

 Lodges & Organizat ions

 Booster  ($25 $49.99)

Ken Buckbee

Philip D. Cogle

William G. Demetriades

Victor George

Cliff Kearney

Shannan Kinsella

Roger Knickerbocker

Robert B. McKay

Richard C. Memmott, Jr.

Marcos B. Ribeiro

Martin Rudnick

Darrel Scribner

Steven B. Shapiro

Robert J. Shopey, Sr.

Robert J. Shopey, III

William T. Shopey

Thomas Zampedri

Maroun G. Zoghbi

BOOSTERS Thank you for your generous contribution! Update: October 12, 2025.
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The Masonic Charity Foundation of Connecticut has embarked on an effort to transform Masonicare 
communities across the state. Growing Tomorrow is a campaign that will ensure Masonicare’s facilities 
meet today’s standards while anticipating the needs of generations to come. Transformative efforts are 
underway at the Masonicare Health Center and at Masonicare at Mystic, with more to come.
 
Just as a tree needs strong roots to grow tall, we need to invest in our Foundation today, 

to thrive tomorrow. 

We invite you to contact 
Executive Director Carrie McMahon 

to learn more about Growing Tomorrow 
at 203.679.5572 or email 

CMcMahon@masonicare.org.
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