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Just A Year by Francis G. Way

It’s a year. Just a year.

To most, that year can pass by quickly. To another, burdened with 
responsibility, prerogatives, and the obligation to lead our Craft, 

having gradually prepared over the previous eight, that year can stretch out 
and seem the longest yet. In the words of the immortal bard, “uneasy lies 
the head that wears a crown.” 

But then something almost magical happens.

It begins in October, when autumn graces our region with spectacular 
colors and the satisfaction of a good harvest. There is the promise of 
the holiday season just around the corner. In our fraternity there is an 
election, and the Craft knows that the Grand Master now has a bona 
fide elected successor. From the point of the election, until the Annual 
Communication in March or April, the Grand Master begins to see the 
light at the end of the tunnel, the culmination of a nine-year journey. And 
an almost imperceptible relaxation starts to appear on his face.

There is still work to be done, labor to oversee, and as the holidays 
approach, are celebrated and disappear in a blur, the Grand Master is 
still a busy Mason, attending celebrations and observances and being in a 
million places almost at once. Time to lead and to progress programs along 
their path.

That coldest part of the year is a busy time in the life of a Blue Lodge 
– new officers are installed, in some cases first time Worshipful Masters 
are sitting in the oriental chair, and there is that feeling of promise in a 
new year. Lucky is the lodge that welcomes the Grand Master to their 

installation ceremony. While that is happening, one lodge is making 
preparations for a gala evening for the Grand Master-elect… 

The next months are a whirlwind of activity: lodges ramp up their 
programs, portraying their first degrees with a new officer line, and the 
Grand Master-elect leans into the preparations for his year. The Grand 
Master attends to those last obligations, enjoys those last visits and 
appearances, and perhaps begins to reflect, all the while planning and 
attending to the upcoming Annual Communication.

More visibly now, a few weeks before that auspicious day, especially 
to those closest to him—the Grand Lodge officers—the Grand Master 
appears more relaxed, almost enjoying the time he is spending in the 
Grand Oriental Chair.

And then, as has happened so many times here in our jurisdiction, a 
brother kneels and takes an obligation, and arises as the Grand Master of 
Masons in Connecticut. Another brother, now a Past Grand Master, gives 
a bittersweet sigh of relief and reflects on a year in his life.

It’s just a year. How long that year takes is a matter of personal 
perception. At the end of that year one brother begins a new journey, 
and another brother finishes his, forever to be known as Most Worshipful 
Brother, forever to be known as a Past Grand Master. The year is over, and 
a new one has begun.

But what an unforgettable year it was.

Grand Masters from the many jurisdictions attending the Cornerstone Rededication, assembled on the steps of the 
George Washington National Masonic Memorial. More photos on the cover and pages 27 and 29.

Connecticut Masons Attend the George Washington 
National Masonic Memorial Cornerstone Rededication
MWB Bruce R. Bellmore, 

a contingent of Grand 
Lodge officers, members 

of Connecticut Scottish Rite, and 
other members of the Craft, chartered 
a bus to Alexandria, VA, for the 
rededication of the cornerstone of 
the George Washington National 
Masonic Memorial. They left 
Connecticut on February 18 and 
returned on February 21.

On February 20, Presidents’ Day, 
a great parade of Masons from all 
over the world made their way 
through Alexandria to the memorial 
for the rededication ceremony.  
The Connecticut contingent had 
an especially large marching unit. 
They can be seen on YouTube 
(https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=hF6b4VXe0l0&t=2670s, 
short link:  http://bit.ly/3FLkFTj) or 
use the QR code on page 27, courtesy 
of the Valley of Bridgeport.



Connecticut Freemasons • April 20234 ctfreemasons.net

Your Masonic Record is Now Online!
To access your record:
•  Visit the Grand Lodge of Connecticut website at https://ctfreemasons.net and select “Member 

Portal”. This will bring you to the Grandview sign in page, select “Member Registration” at the top right 
and follow the directions. 

• If you have any problems, please call the Grand Lodge office at 203-679-5903 or email at grandlodge@
ctfreemasons.net for person-to-person help.

Once you are signed on you will have access to Masonic information, i.e. Rules and Regulations, Official 
Directory, Master Path Program, etc. To reach general Masonic information go to “My Portal” then 
“Resources” and check things out.

Also under “My Portal” you will find “Seminars” and you will see a number of informational Masonic 
lectures that you may view at your leisure.

 

Dannie L. Adair 
Coastal Lodge No. 57

Dennis Roy Corsalini
Temple Lodge No. 65

Mallory Factor 
St. Johns Lodge No. 2

Charles J. Fisher, Jr.
Hartford Evergreen 

Lodge No. 88

Frederick E. Schumitz
Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Donald E. Sharpe
Robert E. Smith

King Hiram Lodge No. 12

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR 50-YEAR 

BROTHERS!CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR 75-YEAR 

BROTHER!
Eugene Baranowski 

Unity Lodge No. 148
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A warm greeting to all. It is an incredible honor to serve as the 
Grand Master of Connecticut. To be entrusted to discharge 
the duties and responsibilities of this office is humbling, and 

I am immensely grateful for the opportunity to serve. I assure you that 
I am mindful of the obligation I have taken. I will endeavor to move 
this jurisdiction forward with tactical actions that will strengthen our 
membership and enhance our outreach to men in our communities.

On behalf of myself and the other Grand Line Officers, we wish to 
express our sincere gratitude to everyone who attended the 234th Annual 
Communication and installation ceremony held on April 1. A special 
thank you to all of you who contributed to the planning and execution 
of the weekend and its activities. I would also like to thank MWB Bruce 
Bellmore for his service to our jurisdiction and recognize the tireless effort 
he made and the incredible schedule he adhered to during difficult times.

This year, I ask that each of us make an extra effort to do what we can 
to enable the success of others. Above all things, as Masons, we should 
respect one another and contribute to each other’s happiness. If one is 
not happy, one has lost the very purpose of life. Each day, if we let light 
in, darkness will disappear. Let’s do our best to shine light. If we do, great 
things will happen.

Beyond required duties, the focus of my attention during my year of 
service will be on enhancing our ability to attract men into our ranks 
and improve membership retention. To achieve this, the Acquisition 
and Retention ‘Special’ Committee (A&R) is in place, led by Chairmen 
RWB Robert Polito and RWB Nicholas Ives. Months of planning have 
gone into the rollout of our new membership program. We will pivot 
off proven successes achieved in other jurisdictions. Education and 
engagement will be rolled out in waves to the lodges. Opportunities for 
partial or full engagement in the program will be available to any lodge 
that is willing, ready, and able to comply with the criteria. Those that are 
not immediately able to meet the criteria but desire to participate will 
receive assistance from their Grand Line Officer and District Deputy to 
address their needs. 

Engagement will require accountability and sustained collaborative 
effort. Those with oversight responsibilities and messaging roles have 
received their orientation. Your District Deputy or Grand Line Officer 
will be visiting your lodge to share a letter of instruction from the 
Chairmen and to direct you to program collateral and training. Whether 
your Lodge is in the first wave of training or the second, it will not 
matter. Over time, all lodges that wish to embrace the program can if 
they are prepared.

To achieve meaningful results from the membership program, lodges 
will need a dedicated brother to handle phone calls and data entry for 
new inquirers. Equally important is the role of mentorship, which must 
be thorough. The A&R Committee will have Team Leaders/Coaches 
who will help track outcomes and follow best practices, including 

setting clear expectations, 
encouraging ownership of 
the workflow, monitoring 
candidate status, and providing 
feedback. In short, success 
requires strengthening personal 
accountability at every level.

Any lodge that is truly interested in increasing its membership should 
set goals for the year. The program is sound, previously tested, and 
has helped others exceed their own membership growth expectations. 
Considerable automated messaging enhancements have been made within 
Grandview. Improvements have been put in place to route inquiries more 
effectively, process controls were developed, and professional services 
have been engaged to increase awareness of Freemasonry to men in our 
communities. The talent and acumen of our brothers that serve on the 
A&R Committee are outstanding. If you follow the process, your lodge 
membership will increase, and the retention of brothers will improve. 

As well prepared as we might be, please remember what we were told 
to do before entering upon any great and important undertaking. Be 
sure to give thanks to the Grand Architect for all that we do have and 
believe in your heart the words of the Chaplain’s opening prayer. By doing 
these things, it will be a fantastic year for you, your lodge, and the entire 
jurisdiction of Connecticut. 

Fidelity St. John's Lodge No. 3
Mark Charles Morehouse

Corinthian Lodge No. 104
Troy LeVaughn Lloyd

WELCOME TO  
OUR NEW BROTHERS! 

Grand Master’s Message
by Joseph J. Porco
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WB Keith MacDowall (left), 

Chair of the 2023 Masonicare 

Wine & Beer Tasting, is looking 

forward to a successful 

fundraiser next month that will 

benefit Masonicare residents 

and patients in need.

“My main goals for this event aren’t just to raise a 

lot of money and for people to have a great time,” 

he said. “I want to increase awareness about what 

Masonicare is doing.”

Bro. Keith supports Masonicare as a board 

member, donor, and volunteer because he has 

seen the emphasis we place on treating everyone 

in our care with compassion and dignity.

A Past Master of Hiram Lodge No. 1, New 

Haven, Bro. Keith remembers visiting friends 

and brother Masons at Masonicare at Ashlar 

Village in Wallingford and being struck by the 

stark differences between our healthcare and 

residential living services and the skilled nursing 

facility where his aunt lived many years ago.

Then he learned that Masonicare’s fundraising 

affiliate, The Masonic Charity Foundation of 

Connecticut, has a Quality of Life Fund (supported 

through the Masonicare Annual Appeal) that 

benefits residents and patients in need by paying 

for programs and services that wouldn’t be 

covered by any other source, from live music at 

worship services and medical out-trips for long-

term residents at Masonicare Health Center to 

social work visits for patients of Masonicare Home 

Health & Hospice.

“That resonated with me,” Bro. Keith recalled, 

“because I viewed it as correcting a problem I saw 

at the place where my aunt lived. I’d go there and 

think to myself, ‘This can’t be the best we can do 

for our seniors.’”

It wasn’t. Masonicare has been enhancing the 

quality of life of seniors through exceptional care 

for over 125 years. And we’re just getting started.

The 2023 Masonicare Wine & Beer Tasting will 

be held on Friday, May 19, from 6:00 to 9:00 PM. 

As this will be a hybrid event, samples of fine 

wine and craft beer can be enjoyed in person at 

Ashlar Village or in the comfort of your home.                           

Tickets are $45 per person. Register online at 

masonicare.org/2023wine.

We are your Masonicare.
Call us today at 1-800-982-3919 or visit masonicare.org.

WB Keith MacDowall: 
“I want to increase awareness about what 

Masonicare is doing.”
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It was great catching up with old friends from the Masonic Family at last 
month’s Nutmegger Reunions and having the opportunity to deliver 
some good news about what’s happening up north at Masonicare.

I talked about how, five years ago, Masonicare was struggling. We 
managed to turn the tide by reducing the number of skilled nursing beds 
at Masonicare Health Center, growing our Behavioral Health Hospital, 
focusing on the things we do really well, and outsourcing other services. 
This strategy has moved Masonicare closer to financial stability. In fact, 
we are again looking to grow … most likely by acquiring more residential 
communities that could be referral sources for Masonicare Health Center.

We’ve made great progress, but we still have a lot of work to do. 
Changes in the healthcare industry – particularly as the White House 
prepares to end the national emergency stemming from COVID-19 this 
May – will present new challenges and we need to be ready. Grass doesn’t 
grow beneath our feet for a reason: we must constantly change and adapt 
to meet the needs of those we serve.

On the subject of COVID, it’s been said the pandemic has settled 
into an endemic state (that is, that the virus is still present in a region 
or population, but its behavior is more predictable and manageable). 
That may be. But around the same time Yale-New Haven Health 
permanently closed its drive-thru testing facility on our Wallingford 
campus and we began to loosen some of our masking protocols at our 
residential communities, over a dozen people came down with COVID 
at Masonicare at Mystic. Executive Director Lauren Dubuque responded 
quickly, temporarily suspending communal dining and requiring masks 
during activities to help get the outbreak under control. 

I had the opportunity recently to join 
with staff from the Eastern Regional 
Branch of Masonicare Home Health & 
Hospice for an open house at their new 
location in Norwich. The new space – a 
completely renovated house in a quiet, 
rural section of town – will serve as a 
home base for our homecare staff in 
that part of the state.

I want to thank MHHH Executive 
Director Ann Olson and her leadership 
team for their efforts to identify this 
space and transform it into an office 
that our staff would enjoy coming to. I also want to acknowledge the 
work of Chief Information Officer Brian Richard and the team from IT 
for providing the technology infrastructure.

And finally, I need to thank our amazing Eastern Regional team 
members for their patience and flexibility over the last few months. As I 
said at the event, our staff certainly showed the ability to adapt following 
the closure of our offices in downtown Norwich last summer. The new 
space on Ortrobando Avenue is a symbol of Masonicare’s resilience and I 
know our staff will accomplish great things there.

Sincerely and fraternally,

From the Desk of Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit
President & CEO of Masonicare

DEE’S ANTIQUES  
$ PAYS $ TOP DOLLAR sg 203-235-8431

BUYING Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Coins, Military Items, 
Musical Instruments, Old Advertising Signs & Memorabilia, 
Fishing & Hunting Equipment, Vintage Toys, Comic Books, 
Antique Furniture, Anything Old & Unusual 

Serving Community & Family Respectfully for Over 50 Years
Call Thomas Spratta at 203-235-8431

600 West Main St., Meriden, CT 06451
TJS600@cox.net
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There is just a month until the 
joint Ceremonial with Pyramid 
and Sphinx Shrine Temples in Niantic 

on Saturday, May 6 at 9:00 a.m. The location 
is Brainard Lodge No.102, 32 Society Road, 
Niantic. Go to BeAShrinerNow.com to join either 
Pyramid or Sphinx Shrine. If you cannot make it to the 
Ceremonial, you can always join at a monthly meeting. 
Respective membership directors will contact you with 
the formalities.

Fraternity and fellowship are core values of the Shrine. 
These two words describe what the Shrine is all about. 
With fraternity and fellowship among our Nobles, only one 
thing can happen—we have fun, a core reason why the Shrine was 
founded in 1872.

The Pyramid Pipes and Drums and the Sphinx Highlanders have 
a habit of spreading fun across the fraternity. Playing the pipes and 
drums at local lodges, St. Patrick Day parades, including the New 
Haven parade, a six town St. Patrick’s Day Pub crawl that lasts 
all day and even the spirited practices. All these events in the past 
month and more bring everyone together in the fraternity.

The Sphinx Motor Patrol has started the parade season 
with festive St. Patrick’s Day parades in Hartford and Mystic. 
The busy Memorial Day weekend with seven parades is fast 
approaching as we honor those that made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country. The Motor Patrol is always looking for new 
drivers. Training is easy. We will even tell you how to brake.

Member Engagement. Greater Masonic Involvement. Greater 
Community Involvement. These are three things that Pyramid and 
Sphinx Shrines are looking to improve.

Many of our recent events this year – Brew Crew’s First Fridays, 
Installation of Officers and Reception, Super Bowl Sunday, 
Hillbillies Pot Luck, Motorcycle Club Guest Bartender event have 
all been well attended; our friends and membership are coming out 
and enjoying what we’re doing and what we offer.

It’s more than just coming to our events. Our members are 
getting out in the greater Masonic community and attending 
installations, dinners, and planning future events and visitations 
with Blue Lodges, Rainbow, Daughters of the Nile, DeMolay, 
Grand Lodge, fellow Shrine centers and more. We believe Pyramid 
and Sphinx Shriners can, should and will be a core part of the CT 
Masonic organizations. 

Pyramid has been participating in various communities in 
parades (Stamford, Hartford, Bridgeport, North Haven, just to 
name a few), pub crawls, tap takeovers and more. They are hoping 

to plan some brewery visitations (Two Roads is 
right down the street) and opening up the 
events at our facility to the local community. 

Look for a Brew Crew First Friday plus Comedy 
Night on Oct. 6.

Sphinx will be having a brewery visitation at Broad 
Brook Brewery in Suffield on June 14 from 3 to 7 p.m. 
This will be a fundraising event for Shriners Children’s 
New England in Springfield.

On April 22, Illustrious Past Potentate Weston 
Bedore will be installed as President of the Mid Atlantic 

Association Shrine Motor Corps at the Hilton Garden Inn, 
555 Corporate Drive, Windsor. Taste of the Islands Cocktail hour 
will be at 5:30 p.m., dinner and program at 6:30 p.m. Dress is 
casual island apparel and fez. There will be food, music, dancing, 
and fun. Cost is $50 per person. Make checks payable to Weston 
Bedore, 97 Robertson Street, Bristol, CT 06010. Venmo@Weston-
Bedore. Please RSVP to Weston by April 9 at westonbedore@
gmail.com. Weston will be the first Noble from Sphinx to be 
installed as president of the 
MAASMC in its history.

Pyramid is working on 
communication. If you are not 
receiving our emails and would 
like to, contact us at recorder@
pyramidshriners.org or call 
(203) 876-2811.

We look forward to welcoming 
you at our events, visiting you at 
yours, and, of course, your interest in joining us in our mission in 
support of fun, philanthropy and supporting Shriners Hospitals for 

Children.

If you would like to receive 
emails from Sphinx, please go to 
the website sphinxshriners.org 
and click on the box to receive 
future communications. You 
can also contact the office at 
sphinxshriners@gmail.com or call 
at (860) 666-5449.

Sphinx & PyramidShriners
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What's Happening at the Valley of New Haven?   

2023 Degree and Meeting Schedule  
Apr. 24   18th Degree Live. 4th Degree Digital

Oct. 30  6th Degree Live & 15th Degree Digital

Nov. 13  Stated Meeting - 8th Degree Live, 17th Degree & 4th Degree Digital

All degrees and meetings start at 7:30 p.m. with pre-degree dinners beforehand at 6:15 p.m. The 4th Degree DVD is offered prior 
to degrees so one can start their Scottish Rite Journey on any date except on 32nd Degree reunions. For more information or to 
sign up for degrees or reservations, please email the Valley Secretary at office@valleyofnh.com or call direct at 203-580-4386. 

   2023 Family Life Events 

July 15  Valley of New Haven Family Picnic

Aug. 2   Organizational Installation Meeting, La Luna, Branford

Sept. 10 Valley of New Haven Oktoberfest Celebration

Dec. 31  Annual New Year’s Eve Party, Best Western Plus Hotel, North Haven

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite
The Valley of New Haven
Masonic Temple, 285 Whitney Avenue, New Haven

 
 

Mario L. Accornero 
Columbia Lodge No. 25

Danny Eugene Buzzell 
America St. Johns Lodge No. 8

William H. Covey
Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116

Marvin Lewis Curland
Coastal Lodge No. 57

Robert George Fitzgerald
Columbia Lodge No. 25

Martin Jude Macary
Harmony Lodge No. 42

James Wilks Oates
Valley Lodge No. 36

Carleton Lester Quint
King Solomons Lodge No. 7

Noble F. Richards
St. Lukes Lodge No. 48

Ian MacDonald Scott
Putnam Lodge No. 46

John W. Shaw
America St. Johns Lodge No. 8

Thomas J. Shubbuck
Brainard Lodge No. 102

Harold F. Wheeler, Jr.
Evening Star Lodge No. 101

We offer our condolences to the families and friends  
of those brothers who have been called by  

The Grand Architect of the Universe.
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Lafayette Consistory hits its stride this month as it heads to the 
end of the degree season, take note of the dates if you need to 
complete your passport:

April 10: 27th Degree live with a video rendition of the 19th Degree; 

May 1: 32nd Degree, the culmination of the degree season with the 
semi-annual live presentation. This year the Consistory will also participate 
in the Hartford Reunion held on Saturday April 15 with a presence in the 
live 22nd and 32nd Degrees held that day.

For degrees held in Stratford, dinners typically precede the degrees at 6 
p.m., except for the 32nd Degree which has separate seating that require 
reservations, starting at 5 p.m.

The summer degrees this year will 
be the 14th Degree live with a video 
rendition of the 6th Degree at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, July 22. Lunch will 
follow the summer degrees.

For those seeking to embark on 
their Scottish Rite Journey, the 4th 
Degree will be presented on a special 
Rite on the Road presentation at the 
following lodges: 

April 25: Corinthian Lodge No. 
104, Stratford

May18: Morning Star No. 47, 
Seymour

June 14: Ivanhoe Lodge No. 107, 
Darien

Online pre- registration is required 
at: https://scottishritenmj.org/
membership-application. 

UPCOMING FAMILY LIFE EVENTS INCLUDE:

April 15: Trip to the Palace Theater to see Fiddler on The Roof, dinner 
at 5 p.m., show at 8 p.m... Includes a roundtrip bus from Stratford to 
Waterbury

May 21: Greater Connecticut Youth Orchestra Concert at the Klein 
Auditorium in Bridgeport

May 29: Memorial Day Parade, Stratford, meet at the theatre

June 4: Fishing trip on LI Sound, leaving on the Lucky Lady in Clinton

For hours, costs, availability and reservation details please call the 
Consistory office at (203) 375-0064.

••

Many brothers may speak of the proverbial Masonic Light, but it is only 
when that chatter is underpinned by actual desire, that the process leading 
to the light can begin. Many speak of it, or of the need to obtain it, yet 
do not have any great desire to obtain it. Everything that we may aspire 

to can be attained if we make sincere and persistent efforts, never ceasing 
or resting until our goals are met. Thus, the first step to attaining Masonic 
Light is the creation of an innate desire. 

Until this potent driver is aroused within us, knowledge of the “Master 
Within” is impossible for any man to obtain. Once the desire is ignited, 
then other faculties within us become awakened. One’s intuitional faculty 
will help one plan, accumulate information, and help weigh the truth 
from that which is false. Finally, once all of this has been activated within 
oneself, one will find the knowledge that leads to the requisite internal 
growth that will lead to the attainment desired. 

Those seeking the knowledge of the initiates must come as naïve 
children, willing to obey and utilize the Masonic tools which have been 

given to them in their Blue Lodge 
degrees. These are powerful tools 
which are hard to manage and 
use on a daily basis until, through 
strict application and desire, one 
makes them his own by utilizing 
them every time a situation 
arises that mandates their usage. 
Situations arise daily in everyday 
life which mandate their usage. 
Making the commitment to 
be a Seeker of Masonic Light 
means that one will employ 
every Masonic tool in every life 
situation that one may encounter. 
There is no doubt that this is a 
difficult, and perhaps seemingly 
unnatural way to lead one’s life. 
In some cases, it may “appear” 
to be to one’s detriment to do 

so. Mastership involves constantly leading one’s existence in accordance 
with the ritual and utilizing the implements that Freemasonry endows 
one with therein. It is a system of moral, ethical and life excellence. If one 
is to rise above the sobbing din of the masses of humanity who wallow 
in the morass of material, emotional unhappiness, callous selfishness, 
and spiritual emptiness, one must make the commitment to lead one’s 
existence AT ALL TIMES in the manner taught in the lectures of the Blue 
Lodge degrees. 

 If one seeks the promise of immortality that could be his, one is 
exhorted to keep in mind the warning contained in the Great Light at 
Ezekiel 18:20, “The Soul that Sinneth…”

FIAT LUX!

As always, the Valley of Bridgeport, stands ready to help further your 
understanding of the Three degrees of Freemasonry. Should you have questions 
about the Scottish Rite, please feel free to contact me at the email address above 
or call the Consistory office at (203) 375-0064. 

How is Your Search for Masonic Light?
by John A. Amarilios, membership@lafayetteconsistory.com

SCOTTISH RITE DEGREES 
Mon., April 10 - 7:30 p.m. 

27th Degree (Live), 19th Degree (Video) 
in Stratford 

Mon. May 1, 7:30 p.m., Stratford 

Sat., July 22, 14th Degree (Live) 6th Degree (Video)

Dinners are at 6 p.m. in the Shrine building 
unless otherwise stated.

Reservations required. Call the 
Consistory Office at 203-375-0064. 
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Ill. Brother David R. Blythe, Sr., 33rd, is again hospitalized at Yale New Haven Hospital. He dictated this article to his son David Blythe, Jr. who submitted it 
to us. This speaks to the dedication that Ill. Bro. Dave has shown over the years as he has written this column every month.  We pray for a speedy recovery for Ill. 
Bro. Dave and ask that you do the same – Ed.

Before I start my Secretary Emeritus article for this month’s issue of the Connecticut 
Freemasons newspaper, I would like to thank Ill. Bro. Frank Way, 33rd Degree MSA for 
covering for me while I was in the hospital and while recovering in rehabilitation.

In February, the Valley portrayed the 16th Degree in banquet format.

During March, Daylight Savings Time began, we celebrated St. Patrick’s Day and the arrival 
of spring. April will be upon us as we celebrate Easter. 

Now as this 2022-2023 year, we continue our canoe trip to the 32nd Degree Island. It is 
not too late to arrange another canoe while plans are made to land on the island together 
where the 32nd Degree is to be performed.

At the last Council of Deliberation session last fall, Brothers David C. Lockhard and 
Maroun Zoghbi received the Ill. Bro. Fredrick H. Lorenson 33rd Degree Meritorious 
Service Award (MSA). Who do you think will receive it next? Remember all current officers 
are not eligible.

Finally, Happy Easter to all.

Upcoming Important Dates:

April 15: Consistory Day, 22nd, 26th, 32nd Degrees all portrayed live.

April 23: Feast of the Pascal Lamb (public), dinner served after the portrayal.

May 20: 17th Degree, live, with statewide participation.

Also in May, the Annual Meeting of the Valley of Hartford. Stay tuned for details.

 LOOKING FOR SOMETHING  
MORE IN MASONRY?

Why not attend the College of Freemasonry 
where the CORE Values of LIFE are 

portrayed in theatrical presentations of the 
Scottish Rite degrees:  

* Justice * Integrity * Tolerance * Service 
* Reverence to God * Devotion to Country 

The Scottish Rite is a Masonic  
organization where you will find 

Inspiration – Convenience – and Enjoyment  
with fellow brethren. 

We are now accepting applications 
for our next class. 

•

For more information about becoming a 
member of the Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite, or to receive a copy of a Scottish Rite 
informational DVD . . . 

 Contact Tony Angelica, 33º, at the  
Valley of Hartford, AASR: (860) 666-0712  

Email: office@valleyofhartford.com
www.valleyofhartford.org

Valley of Hartford, AASR
by David R. Blythe Sr., Secretary Emeritus

WB Roy A. Wells:  
An Almost Forgotten 
Masonic Author and 

Researcher by Jamie Pearson

Throughout the history of the fraternity, there have been many 
questions asked by brothers of lodges all over the globe, all who 
were seeking more light. One such brother did not just seek more 

light; he sought to share it with the world.

Brother Roy A. Wells, born in South Woodford, Essex, England, in 
1908, was that brother. He was initiated, passed, and raised in 1938 at the 
Five Orders Lodge No. 3696 of the United Grand Lodge of England.

Bro. Wells was a well-known expert in the Royal Arch, having been the 
Scribe of the Domatic Chapter of Instruction No. 177. He had several 
books and papers published and was a respected member of Quatuor 
Coronati Lodge of Research No. 20176, the premier lodge of Masonic 
Research, of which he was Past Master, Secretary, and former editor of 
their transactions.

WB Roy was honored in 1980 by The Masonic Lodge of Research as The 
James Royal Case Recipient. He was unanimously elected by the brothers 
of MLR for his outstanding contributions in the field of masonic research 
and his further accomplishments in making Masonic light more readily 
available through the written word and lectures that he was so well known 
for during his lifetime.

If you’re a brother seeking more light in masonry, pick up a copy of 
Brother Roy’s book, Understanding Freemasonry, or make a visit to the 
next Masonic Lodge of Research meeting
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The Experience of a Lifetime and #1 on Your Bucket List! 
by Richard F. Denno

Be sure to add Saturday, June 24 to your calendar. That’s when 
your Masonic brothers, family and friends, first timers and 
previous skydivers, will experience the thrill of a lifetime, 

jumping out of perfectly good airplanes, all while benefiting Organ 
& Tissue donation. The Masonic Organ & Tissue Donor Awareness 
Program will be sponsoring its 2nd annual Skydiving and Masonic Family 
Fun Day, “The Sky is the Limit 2.” The rain date is Sunday June 25. Our 
hosts will be the kind and experienced folks from CT Parachutists, located 
at the Ellington Airport at 350 Somers Road in Ellington.

There’ll be raffles, Donate Life giveaways, and hot dogs, hamburgers 
and other goodies deliciously prepared by MWB George Greytak and the 
Rainbow Girls. A photographer will take photos of the divers as they float 
down to a safe landing, as well as fantastic ones of your fellow Masons, 
family, and friends. Bring your own camera or smartphone to capture 
your own special memories.

Everything about this exciting, fun-filled day has one major purpose, to 
raise awareness of the desperate need for more registered organ donors. 
Over 100,000 patients are still waiting on the organ transplant waiting 
list for a compatible donor, either living or deceased. For some, time 
runs out before a donor can be found. The funds raised from our skydive 

and donations are used by New England Donor Services are used to 
accomplish those goals. 

Skydiver registration information will be announced soon. If you raise 
over $500, you get to dive FOR FREE and scratch one item off of your 
“Bucket List.” You’ll also be the envy and hero of all your neighbors. If, 
for whatever reason, you can’t jump, your generous contribution will 
make a huge difference in our total contribution to New England Donor 
Services. Many skydivers and contributors dedicate their efforts to loved 
ones who have either been donors or organ recipients.

All proceeds will be donated to New England Donor Services, to assist 
them in their efforts to educate New Englanders on the importance of 
registering as organ donors, online at www.registerme.org or their local 
Department of Motor Vehicles.

So, stay tuned, slim down (there is a 230 lb weight limit) and get ready 
for the best experience of your life.

Remember – Don’t Take Your Organs to Heaven – Heaven knows we 
need them here!
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On The Level on The High Seas
by Patrick M. Kilby

Brothers have a longstanding history with water and the high seas, especially with boats. 
The seafaring man is often the first part in any degree that new Masons learn. Many 
Freemasons share their love for boats and even operating on open waterways. 

Freemasons in the United Kingdom have also become Seamasons. As many as 9,000 
Masons in the U.K. all share their love of boating. These brothers formed and opened 
the Spinnaker Lodge No. 9932 Portsmouth, U.K. They meet and discuss maintenance 
projects with boats, boat brands, and models, or any boating-related topics before and 
after lodge meetings. Meetings are held in or near marinas, with most brothers arriving 
via boat. 

Even the Grand Lodge of Ohio held a Masonic degree recently on the high seas aboard 
the Carnival Horizon while cruising the Caribbean. While on vacation, I was fortunate 
enough to run into brothers of College Lodge No. 378, Prince Hall Affiliation, from 
South Carolina.  Cecil and William shared their love of boating with the personal history 
of the brotherhood. 

Calling all Campers!
Do You Enjoy Camping? Do You Have a Camper or Tent?

Join us on May 5 – 7, 2023, for a Friendship Rally — 
A fun-filled weekend for campers with great campground food,  

activities for all ages, and evening campfires.
Camping at Mineral Springs Campground, 35 Leonard Rd, Stafford Springs, CT. 
Hosted by National Camping Travelers (NCT), a Masonic Family Camping Club.

The following link has the flyer with all details followed by the registration form
ctoes.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Flyer_2023_Friendship_Rally.pdf 

If you cannot come but want more information or to attend other NCT functions,
contact Madolyn Morgan at mmorgan.oes@gmail.com

 



Connecticut Freemasons • April 202314 ctfreemasons.net

District 3 
Lodges 7, 11, 12, 17, 42, 47, 55, 64, 76, 78

Seneca Lodge No. 55 Presents Three Eagle Scouts with Awards   by Matthew Kuhr
On February 18, Seneca Lodge and the CT Masonic Scouters Association attended the 
Troop 3 Torrington Court of Honor to bestow Anishka Perera, Elijah Shapiro, and Cody 
Chivinski with the CMSA Eagle Scout Commendation Award.

Anishka earned a total of 35 merit badges, 14 above the 21 required to earn the Eagle 
Rank, and organized a Ruck March for Veterans, an event to raise money and awareness for 
veterans suffering from mental health challenges.

Elijah set a Troop 3 record of earning a remarkable 55 merit badges, 34 above the 21 
required to become an Eagle Scout, and facilitated the refurbishment of the storage shed 
outside Center Congregational Church.

Cody earned a total of 34 merit badges, 13 above the 21 required to become an Eagle 
Scout, and facilitated a book drive to improve access to literacy for first-grade students at the 
Vogel-Wetmore School in Torrington.

Seneca Lodge is very proud of the newest Eagle Scouts and looks forward to seeing them lead future generations in scouting and citizenship. CT Masonic Scouters 
Association’s RWB Tom Transue, with Seneca Lodge’s WM Robert Namias, SS Matt Kuhr, and JS Jason Mendez presented the awards. Seneca Lodge has formed a 
bond with Troop/Pack 3 in Torrington, which will sustain the lodge and scouts for years to come. All four brothers work actively with Troop/Pack 3.

If you wish to become a CMSA member, contact Brother Ken Krasco at sandbservices@yahoo.com.

Stephen Saxton: Mason of the Year for 
King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 by Steve Lewis 
The Mason of the Year award is given to a Master Mason who epitomizes the highest standard 
of friendship, fellowship, brotherly love, and service to the Craft and who has demonstrated a 
willingness to serve King Solomon's Lodge No. 7 and Masonry in general through his conduct 
and actions during the preceding year. As his last official act as Worshipful Master, WB Douglas 
Barry, Jr. awarded WB Stephen Saxton the Mason of the Year award. WB. Saxton worked closely 

with WB Barry throughout the year, participated in the annual 
Community Services food drive, two blood drives, organized the 
Masonic Monument spaghetti dinner fundraiser, sat in various 
chairs whenever requested, and acted as a confidante and advisor 
to WB Barry.

WB Saxton was raised in Prospect and lives in Woodbury 
with his wife of 12 years, Giulia, and their two daughters, Gianna, and Adriana. He has an associate's degree in 
occupational science from Vaughn College of Aeronautics and an Airframe and Powerplant license through the 
FAA. He has worked at Sikorsky Aircraft since 2005, where he has held positions such as Flight Mechanic, Quality 
Assurance, and Technical Instructor.

WB Stephen was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason on October 17, 2015, at Morning Star Lodge 
No. 47 in Seymour, served as Worshipful Master in 2021, and is currently the Secretary. He is also a member of 
King Solomon’s Lodge, where he is currently the Senior Warden. He is currently the Second Ceremonial Master for 
Pyramid Shrine 9 and Keeper of the Quill for the CT Swamp Yankees Hillbilly Clan 72. He is also a member of the 
York Rite bodies, Scottish Rite Valley of New Haven, Zindah Grotto, and Tall Cedars of Lebanon Laurel Forest.

Congratulations, WB Saxton. Masonry would be lessened without you.

WB Saxton and WB Barry, while Bros. Hal Elwell and 
Steve Chiappalone look on.

WB Saxton being installed as 
Sr. Warden.



Connecticut Freemasons • April 2023 15ctfreemasons.net

Harmony Lodge No. 42 Celebrates 
George Washington by Joe Pisani

On Saturday, February 18, WB Patrick Donnelly and the brothers of Harmony Lodge No. 
42 in Waterbury celebrated the life and legacy of Brother George Washington at the annual 
George Washington Dinner. With 75 brothers and friends in attendance, good fellowship was 
shared by all. 

Brother Gerry Matthews led the committee charged with organizing the event and assisted 
Bros. Frank Pisani and Frank Bombardier in the crafting of a most excellent meal. The evening 
concluded with a profound and inspiring speech by RWB Dave Sharkis, for which he received a 
standing ovation.

King Hiram Lodge No. 12 
Takes on Cybercrime by Eric Iken

On February 21, brothers of King Hiram No. 12, family and friends 
were treated to an enlightening talk on cybercrime by Bridgeport 
Police Detective Frank Podpolucha, and U.S. Postal Inspector Jeremy 
Tendler. Det. Podpolucha and Inspector Tendler explained the various 
ways that criminals can access and sell one’s information and why it is 
so lucrative to them. They also provided advice on protecting oneself 
from cybercrime and what to do if one is a victim. A key message is that 
cybercrime is only going to get more pervasive, and one needs to take 
steps to minimize being a target. 

Report identity (ID) theft to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
online at IdentityTheft.gov or by phone at (877) 438-4338.

Learn more about identity theft at https://portal.ct.gov/AG/
Consumer-Issues/Identity-Theft/Identity-Theft (short URL: http://bit.
ly/3YGbiL2)
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Seneca Lodge No. 55 Takes 
Penguin Plunge
On Saturday, February 18, Seneca Lodge No. 55, participating as the 
“Seneca Swimmers,” took part in their first penguin plunge at Camp 
Moe to raise money for the Kids of Summer Foundation in Torrington. 
Organized by Seneca Lodge’s Junior Steward, Brother Jason Mendez., 
encouragement came from WM Robert Namias, who promised to jump in, 
too, if the lodge raised $500. That goal was shattered when Shayla Vaill of 
IORG Hope Assembly No. 46 joined the team and raised $523.13 herself! 
In total, Seneca Swimmers raised $1,185.74. 

Jumping in for the Seneca Swimmers were WM Robert Namias, SD 
Mychael Scribner, SS Matthew Kuhr, Team Captain, and JS Jason Mendez, 
Br. Mike Nelson Jr., Br. Frank Baba; and from IORG Hope Assembly No. 
46, Shayla Vaill and Aryana Namias.

Seneca Lodge had the honor of kicking off the plunge at 9:30 a.m. when 
the air temperature was only around 20 degrees, and the water was as cold 
as it would be. All in all, it was a great time raising money for a local cause, 

and the response 
from the community was more than could have been expected. 

The Kids of Summer Foundation is a 501c3 non-profit charity organization. Their 
mission is to provide opportunities and access for young people to participate in all sorts of 
recreational activities. They 
want children to do what they 
do best...have fun! The Kids 
of Summer Foundation forges 
relationships with local camps 
to provide full or partial funding 
for children’s families that may 
need it. Summer “camperships” 
are the core of the organization, 
but they are also exploring the 
opportunity of funding local 
physical projects.

King Solomon's Lodge No. 7  
Sweetheart’s Dinner by Steve Lewis

What better way to say "I love you"than by spending time with one’s loved ones?

On Saturday, February 18, the brothers of King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 in Woodbury celebrated 
their appreciation and joy by attending a Sweetheart's Dinner at the lodge. 

Originally intended as a fundraiser for a kitchen renovation, WM Lorenzo Gaudioso’s vision rapidly 
morphed into a celebration of life, family, friends, and community. The feedback from all who attended 
was overwhelmingly positive, and a good time was had by all.

A special thank you is extended to Brothers Mitchell Goldburgh and John Stack, who turned the 
Social Hall into pageantry, and Brother Steve Saxton, who rounded out the committee work. 

Next year’s Sweetheart's Dinner is on the calendar for 
Saturday, February 17, 2024. Continued on page 20
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Harmony Lodge No. 42 Hosts 
Garibaldi Masonic Club of CT 
Degree Team by Scott Gleason

On February 16, the Garibaldi Masonic Club of CT joined Harmony 
Lodge No. 42 to conduct an EA degree. This was the first degree 
ever portrayed by the newly established Garibaldi Masonic Club of 
Connecticut EA Degree Team, which added its own Italian-inspired 
personal touches to the degree. Forty-two brothers attended, including 
two Past Grand Masters, the Grand Junior Deacon, two District 
Deputies, and two AGMs. 

The Garibaldi Masonic Club is a social club whose purpose is to 
strengthen the harmony among all brothers of AF&AM lodges. It 
was organized on January 7, 1932, in Bridgeport, in the spirit of 
Giuseppe Garibaldi, the first Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Italy. Originally formed by and for the purpose of strengthening the 
friendship of Masons of Italian heritage, the Club is open to any Mason interested in joining.

Any brother interested in having the Garibaldi Club portray an EA degree at their lodge should contact WB Joe Pisani, ironandoak357@gmail.com. 

King Solomon's Lodge No. 7  continued from page 20
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Annual Gala
Dinner 

to honor Brother 

Joseph J. Porco
Most Worshipful Grand Master of the

Grand Lodge, A.F. & A.M. of the State of Connecticut

Please join us to congratulate, support, 
and celebrate! 

May 7, 2023 - 6 to 10 p.m.
The Woodwinds
29 School Ground Road

Branford, CT 06405

$55 per person or $550 table of 10 Includes 
buffet dinner, music, dancing,

hand-rolled cigars, and
a cash bar (credit, debit card only)

 For reservations, please 
scan the QR code.
 You may also mail reservations 
and payment to:

 Hiram Lodge No.18
 P.O. Box 526
 Sandy Hook, CT 06482
 (please make checks out to: Masonic Temple Corp. of Newtown)

The Brothers of
Hiram Lodge 

No. 18

Invite you to join us!
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District 4 
Lodges 1, 9, 16, 22, 30, 38, 63, 66, 77, 79, 87, 89, 97, 115, 125, 332, 401, 500

Quinta Essentia Lodge No. 500 Robert 
Burns Night by Jonathan Glassman

“Fair fa’ your honest, sonsie face, Great Chieftain o’ the Puddin-race!”  The brothers of Quinta Essentia 
Lodge gathered to enjoy good food, drink, poetry, and song in honoring Scotland’s Bard, Bro. Robert 
Burns at the lodge’s annual Burns Supper!

District 6 
Lodges 4, 25, 28, 70, 73, 88, 145, 400

Washington Lodge No. 70 
Initiates a Brother
by Robert Dodge

On Monday, February 13, WM Robert Dodge, the officers, 
and brethren of Washington Lodge No. 70 in Windsor 
portrayed a well-executed Entered Apprentice Degree for 
newly initiated brother, James F. Durant. This being the first 
degree of the year, the officers performed exemplary work in 
their new stations. 

Bro. Dwight Bolton presented the Leather Apron, WB Steve 
Matthews explained the Working Tools, WB Jonathan White 
presented the lecture, and Bro. Victor Barile gave the Charge. 
Also in attendance were RWB F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr., Grand 
Marshal, and District Deputy, RWB Gregory J. Stump. The 
degree was preceded by a pasta dinner put on by JW Kenneth 
Roach III, assisted by Bro. Sam Caligiuri.
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Washington Lodge No. 70 Past 
Masters Portray Master Mason 
Degree by Robert Dodge

On a snowy Monday night, Washington Lodge No. 70 in Windsor put 
on a Past Master’s Master Mason Degree on February 27. Brother Darren 
M. Waterhouse was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. WM 
Robert Dodge opened lodge and then presented his gavel to WB Kevin 
Dugdale to preside over the degree.  

Participating Past Masters included Michael Scheidel, Richard Incorvati, 
Mark Fernandes, John Lukens, David Shaw, Charles Jackson III, Jon White, 
Stephen Matthews, Joseph DiFraia, and Mark Keenan. To commemorate 
Washington’s birthday, the lodge was honored by a visit from WB George 
Washington, historically portrayed by WB Paul Hendricks.

Special Guests included RWB Gregory Stump, who enthusiastically took 
part in the degree as a ruffian.

At refreshment in the dining hall, brothers enjoyed a roast beef dinner 
prepared by WB Matthew Chmiel (2015), JW Kenneth Roach III, and a 
great supporting crew of Brothers.
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Washington Lodge No. 70 
Holds Valentine’s Day Lunch  
by Robert Dodge

On Saturday, February 11, WM Robert Dodge, and his wife Stephanie 
hosted a Valentine’s Day Luncheon at Washington Lodge No. 70 in 

Windsor.  Approximately 30 brothers, wives, and “special someones” 
attended. The decorations were very festive, and everyone enjoyed dressing 
up for the holiday. Lunch was half a roasted chicken, oven-roasted 
potatoes, salad, and dessert.

The event is part of a series of special monthly events planned by WM 
Dodge and Stephanie to include brothers and their families. 

March will feature a St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon.

Bro. Ken Roach III and daughter Cassidy

WM Bob Dodge and Stephanie

WB Jon White and Tricia

WB David Terry and Mary

RWB Don Scroggs and Joan

MWB Chuck Fowler and Muff

Bro. Miguel DeJesus and Nona
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Hartford Evergreen Lodge 
No. 88 Awards Night by Pat Jones

In late November, Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 held its 2022 
Awards night and recognized more than 50 individuals. WM Dave 
Prior opened the ceremonies with a hearty welcome to guests and 
dignitaries. Grand Lodge officers present included RWB Matthew 
Heinrich, Grand Marshal; RWB Arnold Grot, District Deputy of 
Masonic District 6B; RWB Gregory Stump, District Deputy of 
Masonic District 6A; WB Dave Larse n, AGM 6A; and WB Robert 
Malt, AGM, 6A.

Twenty-two brothers received Masonic service pins for service 
ranging from five to 75 years:

Brother Arthur Quoos received his 75-year pin. 

Brothers Charles Schaeffer, George Raitt, and Richard Hayes 
received 65-year pins.

Brothers Delbert Jellison, Robert Hathaway, and Lawrence Moore 
received 55-year pins.

Lodge college scholarships were awarded to Andrew Aldrich, 
Eastern Connecticut State University; Matthew Aldrich, Manchester 
Community College; Kayla Brown, University of New Hampshire; 
Kyle Brown, Bryant University; Kiefer Culligan, Dean College; 
Malachi Dunham, Bellingham Technical College; and Nicholas 
Martin, University of Connecticut.

Aprons and Bibles were presented to the lodge’s newest Master 
Masons, Brothers Deshawn Morris, and Brother Aaron Alder.

Numerous brothers took part in the Serve Safe Program, a food 
service and preparation course. Certificates were earned by Brothers 
Eliad Johnson, Michael McClellan, Christopher Packer-McCarthy, 
Wayne Rettburg, and Duane Mason. Mrs. Grace Rettburg also 
earned a certificate.

Hometown Hero Award recipient Shelley Carter, although not 
present, was recognized for receiving this important Grand Lodge 
award, given to an individual who demonstrates outstanding public 
service in their community.

Brother Mike McClellan was recognized as Mason of the Year by 
Worshipful Master Dave Prior for his tireless contributions to lodge 
activities. He frequently travels to other lodges with the goal of visiting 
every lodge in Connecticut and occasionally travels out of state.

The Master’s Choice Award was given to Brother Brian Warren, 
now Master of Hartford Evergreen Lodge, for his willingness to lead 
brothers in a variety of fruitful activities.

Outstanding Service Awards were given to RWB Greg Stump 
and Brothers Bart Blonstein, Khamp Phimvongsa, Chris Packer-
McCarthy, DeShawn Morris, and Eliad Johnson.

A Certificate of Appreciation was Given to Mrs. Jane Kinsley for the 
creative programs that she conducts at the lodge.

The Trestle Board of Excellence award was received by WM Dave 
Prior and Pat Jones.

Hartford Evergreen Lodge veterans were honored for their service to 
the country. Brothers Greg Araujo and Alex Prague were recognized 
for active duty during the past year, while all other lodge veterans 
were recognized for their past service.

Perfect Ashlars were earned by Brothers Pietro Cerone, Mike 
Kehayias, and Michael McClellan.
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Ouroboros Lodge No. 151 is the newest 
lodge in the jurisdiction, and I am the 
newest Past Master of that lodge. I want to 
share a little about our identity and what 
we have developed over the last few years as 
the foundation of our lodge culture. In the 
past two years, we have grown, with two 
new Masons made and one affiliate member 
joining us. These new voices have added new 
perspectives and improved our practice with 
new ideas. While the vast majority of our 
meetings are exactly like other lodges, one 
difference is very noticeable, our emphasis 
on a discussion-based lodge that seeks to 
improve each Mason through introspection 
and self-examination. This is the concept 
behind our lodge name, as we continuously 
strive to evaluate ourselves and how Masonry 
influences us as men in the world. 

We only meet once a month on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month and open lodge 
earlier than most. At 6:30 p.m. lodge opens 
in the lodge room of Compass Lodge No. 
9, and we always try to observe a one-hour 
maximum for the Stated Communication. 
We always talk about what is happening in 
our lives as the opener, and we often have a 
lot to share. Business is kept to a minimum, 
and the agenda is sent out in advance, so 
brothers have time to prepare their questions 
in advance. We then hold a short Masonic 
education session for about 10 minutes. This 
introduces a specific masonic topic that will 
be discussed afterward. At 7:30 p.m., we 
travel next door to a restaurant where we get 
a private room, have dinner, and discuss two 
questions that are based upon the Masonic 
education we received in lodge. The questions 
revolve around how we apply the teachings of 
Masonry in our lives as active men. By 9:30 
p.m., we give a last word from all of us and 
go on our way. 

The only major difference is that when we 
do degrees, we work them on a Saturday 
afternoon. We love to “be in the moment” 

when we do a degree. Any distraction from 
work or life can sometimes take away from 
the initiative experience. By conferring a 
degree on the weekend, it frees us from 
those distractions and allows focus on the 
degree work. We usually wrap up with a 

happy hour afterward to celebrate the 
moment with the advancing brother.

We very much enjoy having visitors. Many 
brothers from District 7 have made the trip 
to share our lodge and table, and they have 
always given us a new perspective on our 
nightly topic. Whether you just come to 
lodge or would like to stay for the festive 
board as well, we welcome you. Please let 
our Worshipful Master know that you 
will be joining us at nicholasvalinsky@
ctfreemasons.net. Whether you come out of 
curiosity for how a discussion-based lodge 
works or just want to add a stamp to your 
Masonic passport, you will be welcomed as a 
brother should be.

The process of opening a new lodge 
forced us to reflect on what key parts of 
Masonry were the most meaningful to 
us. With education and discussion at the 
core of our practice, we hope to be better 

men and Masons. I was fortunate to pass 
my gavel on to a brother who is extremely 
talented and will bring us to the next 
chapter of our history. As the first chapter 
falls to a close, I wanted to share with all 
of you our experience and our practice 
as we weave ourselves into the fabric of 
Masonry in Connecticut. 

District 7 
Lodges 2, 43, 51, 81, 95, 112, 119, 131, 151

About Ouroboros Lodge No. 151 by Nicholas H. Ives
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Light and Truth at Warren Lodge 
No. 51 by Jeffrey Blayman

Warren Lodge’s continuing 3rd Thursday festive board and educational guest 
speaker was once again exceptional. RWB Craig Pedro generously donated his 
time to come to elucidate on the Light & Truth lithograph. Having two newly 
entered brothers gave the tracing board some extra meaning as they looked on. 
It was a pleasure to welcome two brothers from Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116 of 
Montville. 

A set of Masonic Birthday mailers were sent inviting brothers who were raised in 
February to the night’s communication. Three brothers made the trip to celebrate, 
including Bro. David L. Rutter (27 years), newest member Bro. Patrick J. Cofer (7 
years), and the man of the evening, Bro. Ned R. Cassady (58yrs). He was unable 
to drive himself, and the brothers arranged a bit of car service and offered to do so 
on any night he’d care to attend. Many thanks to all who came, and we hope to 
see even more brothers as the year continues.

Don’t hesitate to join Warren Lodge No. 51 in Portland on 3rd Thursdays. 
RSVP (860) 334-5277. 

RWB Ray Moore from Anchor Lodge No. 112 looks on with interest.

Light & Truth lithograph as presented by  
RWB Craig Pedro.

Bro Jeff Creighton and Bro Christian Tynan of 
Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116.

Left: Bro. Ned R. Cassady, born in 1938, 
raised 1965, 58 years a Mason.

Passover is April 5, 2023 
Easter is April 9, 2023
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The Traveling Man: 
Visiting the Grand  
Lodge of Ireland

by Christian Tynan

Over the New Year’s holiday, I had the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to sit in lodge with our Irish brethren from Corinthian Commercial 
Lodge No. 245 in the Grand Lodge of Ireland. I coordinated this 

visit through my District Deputy and the Grand Secretary to be introduced to 
a lodge that would meet while I was visiting Dublin. 

We met our Irish brethren for dinner on January 3 at 6 p.m. in Freemason’s 
Hall, 17 Molesworth Street, Dublin 2, Ireland. The building has a museum 
and a tour that is open to the public daily. The museum on the first floor 
is comprised of artifacts and mementos from various lodges, Masons, and 
meetings in Irish Freemason history. On display are various jewels worn by 
officers, Past Masters, and appendant bodies of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, 
including aprons and working tools worn and used by trailblazing brethren 
who are the bedrock of Irish Freemasonry.

The porter, who sits in the front of the stunning building, gives tours 
to anyone who walks in off the street, whether they are a Mason or not. 
I attended this tour and found four lodge rooms that all serve different 
purposes. They can be used by and arranged for blue lodge meetings 
interchangeably. There are rooms for the Grand Lodge, the Royal Arch 
Chapter, the Knights Templar Chapter, and the Prince Masons Chapter. 

We met in the Grand Lodge room. The setup is similar to what we are 
accustomed. Some customs and courtesies differ slightly, however, and some 
differ greatly. These differences were in the sign and due guard, the wear of the 
apron, the lectures, and the craftwork. The passwords were different, but the 
grips were the same. When visiting a lodge with different customs, the rule 
shared with me by the Worshipful Master of Corinthian Commercial Lodge 
was to practice the craft as you would in your own home lodge.

That evening, I was lucky enough to witness two back-to-back Entered 
Apprentice Degrees and assist in welcoming two new candidates into our 
beloved fraternity. Although the degree work shared the same sentiments 
and outline, it had some noticeable differences. Nonetheless, watching and 
underscoring the same key points, virtues, and philosophies in our version 
of the degree was fascinating. I found that our fraternity is more connected 
than we know. For example, the son of one of the newly initiated brothers is 
attending the University of Connecticut.

At the end of the meeting, I had the opportunity to share lapel pins from our 
state, our Grand Lodge, and my home lodge, Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116, with 
the officers of Corinthian Commercial Lodge No. 245. Likewise, the brethren 
shared with me two lapel pins and a tie from the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

For anyone interested in visiting another lodge and have yet to do so, it is 
custom to inform your Worshipful Master so that he can introduce you to 
the lodge you would like to visit. The rules are generally the same for visiting 
a lodge in another Grand jurisdiction. Contact your District Deputy and 
the Grand Secretary, and they will reach out to the Grand Secretary and/or 
Grand Tiler of the Grand Lodge you intend to visit and introduce you. You 
will arrive and present your letter of introduction and your Master Mason 
certificate and be tested further to prove yourself to be a Master Mason. From 

then on, you will have 
sat in lodge with them, 
and those brethren can 
vouch for you.

The evening was a 
world-class experience 
that few people 
ever get to see. The 
brethren of Corinthian 
Commercial Lodge 
and the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland were 
excellent hosts. They 
welcomed me back at 
any time and me to 
bring back the warm 
and fraternal greetings 
of the brethren and 
Worshipful Master 
of Corinthian 
Commercial Lodge 
No. 245 of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons. 
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For new move-ins: Masonicare is offering Masons, Masonic widows, and the rest of the Masonic Family 
a six-month, 5% discount on base monthly fees (excluding healthcare charges) in our Independent Living 
and Assisted Living communities! These include Masonicare at Ashlar Village, Pond Ridge Assisted Living, 
Masonicare at Chester Village, Masonicare at Mystic, and the Apartments on Masonic Avenue in Wallingford – 
A. Norman Johnson Apartments, Hawkins Apartments, and Wells Apartments – all of which offer convenient 
access to Masonicare Health Center.
 
Additional Concentric Circle Benefits include:

• PRIORITY ADMISSION / ACCESS to Masonicare following the “Concentric Circle” guidelines for 
Connecticut Freemasons, relatives, and appendant bodies

• REDUCED PRICING on applications for our residential communities
• FREE HEARING SCREENINGS in the Masonicare Hearing Center
• FREE BALANCE ASSESSMENTS in the Masonicare Health Center Outpatient Rehabilitation Department
• WAIVED ADVANCE PAYMENTS on Masonicare at Home (in-home, non-medical homemaker-companion 

services)

We are giving Masons and fraternal family members even more reason to choose Masonicare. With benefits 
developed exclusively for Masons, you can be sure you are receiving the best-in-class care and service you 
deserve from the provider you trust.

Masonicare is Here for You!Masonicare is Here for You!

The Concentric Circle is Growing!
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The Pythagorean Tetraktys Part Four: The Solid
by Jaime Paul Lamb

This is the last installment in a four-part series on the Tetraktys 
of the Pythagoreans. This enigmatic figure, as we have shown, 
is a model illustrating the organization of space through the 

emanations of the Grand Geometer: from a point to a line to a superficies 
and, finally, to a solid. We discussed its significance in both the geometrical 
(operative) and metaphysical (speculative) senses. In Part One, we began 
by examining the point, which issues from the first or top tier of the great 
Tetraktys, and noted how this position (for it is more of a place than a 
thing) symbolizes God, the Monad, and the individual Mason. We then 
considered the line, which is a straight segment connecting two points and 
is denoted by the second tier of the Tetraktys. We discussed how the line 
represents the Dyad, in the Pythagorean tradition. In the last installment, 
we addressed the third ‘Tetraktyan’ emanation: the plane, or superficies, 
which represents the synthesizing triad. We will now turn our attention to 
the culmination of this great Pythagorean cosmogonical figure: the solid..

The Solid

When the point of the Tetraktys is joined by another, a line segment 
is formed. Adding a third point creates a two-dimensional plane. Four 
points, joined together by their vertices (corners), are necessary to produce 
the simplest convex polyhedron: the tetrahedron, or triangular pyramid. 
This is the segue into solid geometry, which is the geometry of three-
dimensional space. The introduction of the fourth point adds depth to the 
length and width of planar geometrical figures. Concepts such as volume – 
the measurement of occupied space – now become applicable.

A solid is generally divided into two types: polyhedra and non-polyhedra. 
Polyhedra necessarily have flat faces (superficies) and include shapes such as 

cubes, pyramids, and prisms. Whereas non-polyhedra have at least one face 
that is not flat; this includes shapes such as spheres, cylinders, and cones.

Meta-geometrically, the most significant convex, regular polyhedra 
are the five Platonic solids: the tetrahedron, the hexahedron (cube), the 
octahedron, the dodecahedron, and the icosahedron. Though they are 
referred to as being “Platonic,” the Neoplatonic philosopher credits their 
discovery to Pythagoras. These shapes have been studied by geometers 
for thousands of years. Plato, in his Timaeus, equates each of the solids 
to a classical element: fire to the tetrahedron; earth to the hexahedron; 
air to the octahedron; water to the icosahedron; and, finally, aether (the 
quintessence, or “fifth element”) to the dodecahedron. These fit neatly 
into Aristotle’s cosmological model, which posited the four Empedoclean 
elements in the sphere of the Earth (the sublunary sphere, “below the 
Moon”) and aether as being the composition of the stars and planets due 
to their unchangeability and incorruptibility.

The Operative and Speculative Denominations

As we have established in this series of articles, the Pythagorean synthesis 
of the quantifiable and the qualifiable is evocative of the operative and 
speculative denominations of the Craft. The operative stonemason is 
engaged in the erection of the physical, concrete temple, whereas the 
speculative Freemason is concerned with the building of a metaphysical, 
abstract Temple. This is mirrored in the Pythagorean approach to 
geometry, which also had both an operative and speculative component. 

Connecticut waiting for the parade to begin, Alexandria, VA.  
To see the Connecticut contingent marching, scan the QR Code on the right.

Continued on page 28

Photos from Arlington, VA continued from page 5
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Last year while sojourning in Florida, RWB Alan Brown visited with WB Richard Rowe, a 
Past Master of Wooster Lodge No. 79 in New Haven. About 12 years ago, WB Rowe retired 
from the New Haven Fire Department and moved to Punta Gorda with his wife, Linda. 

Unfortunately, Linda passed of complications from dementia.

RWB Brown and WB Rowe were invited for dinner at WB Rowe’s son Brian's home in Punta Gorda, 
where Brian's wife Valerie served a lovely corned beef and cabbage dinner. Dessert was a delicious 
pineapple upside-down cake baked by WB Rowe.

After dinner, RWB Brown presented WB Rowe with his 50-year certificate. His son Brian, a 20-year 
member of Wooster Lodge, pinned his father with his 50-year pin. It was a pleasurable evening.

WB Rowe served two years as Master of Wooster Lodge and several years as Secretary. In his 
retirement, he enjoys playing golf and spending time with Brian, Valerie, and his cherished 
granddaughter Olivia.

Fifty-Year Pin Presented to WB Richard Rowe 
in Punta Gorda, Florida by Alan Brown

The Pythagorean Tetraktys continued from page 27

We saw above how the Platonic solids, for example, had both a practical 
(operative) and philosophical (speculative) application.

We’ve previously addressed how the Tetraktys, as a cosmological model, 
illustrates how things come into being or how they manifest intelligibly. 
Bringing this notion into the sphere of Masonry, we note that the 
operative Mason studies the two-dimensional plans from the architect’s 
drafting table and executes them in the building of a three-dimensional 
edifice. Analogously, the speculative Freemason contemplates the 
metaphysical designs on the Grand Geometer’s trestleboard and actualizes 
them in the building of his individual mnemonic Temple (through 
memory work) as well as the egregorical Temple (through fraternalization 
and labor) to which all Freemasons energetically contribute.

•
Thus, throughout this series, we have contemplated the great Tetraktys 

and used them to further investigate the operative and speculative 
denominations in the Craft. Most importantly, we have shown that 
the Pythagorean marriage of the quantifiable and the qualifiable, as an 
actionable project, did not wholly end over 2,000 years ago with the 
dissolution of their sects but survives in societies such as Freemasonry. 

Aisha Temple No. 83 
Installs Officers

by Christina Hitchcock

Congratulations to the Aisha Temple No. 83 Daughters 
of the Nile on their installation of 2023-2024 officers 
that was held on March 5. 
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Connecticut Masonic Scouters Association –  
Eagle Scouts by Jonathan Glassman 

Congratulations to new Eagle Scouts Gleb Syomichev, Maxim Williams, Jack Martens, and Paul Schaum (not pictured) of Scouts BSA Troop 
100 in Westport, Tucker Donegan, Ryan Treat, and Kiernan Wilson of Scouts BSA Troop 701 in Milford, and Zachary Cheslog of Troop 
474 in Guilford, pictured at their respective Courts of Honor receiving the Connecticut Masonic Eagle Scout Commendation from the 

Connecticut. Masonic Scouters Association and Grand Lodge of Connecticut.

Connecticut Masonic contingent arriving at the George Washington 
National Masonic Memorial in Arlington, VA.

Photos from Arlington, VA continued from page 5

MWBro. Bruce Bellmore on the steps of the 
George Washington National Masonic Memorial.
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Connecticut Masonic Scouters Association 
Annual Dinner by Jonathan Glassman

The brothers of the Connecticut Masonic Scouters Association, at their annual dinner held at Ashlar Village on March 5, were pleased and 
proud to honor MWB Bruce Bellmore and WB Stephen Thal for their ongoing support of and work to forward the missions of the association 
and the Scouting movement.  Also recognized was RWB Sanford Lunt, who attained the rank of Eagle Scout in 1945 and was presented with 

the Connecticut Masonic Eagle Scout Commendation. 

MWB Bellmore installed the officers of the Connecticut Masonic Scouters Association – WB Jonathan Glassman, Chairman; WB Kenneth Krasko, 
Vice Chairman; WB Seth Strohecker, Treasurer; Bro. Gabriel Zayas, Secretary – and a memorial was held for well missed departed brother, WB Anthony 
Giunta.
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District 8 
Lodges 10, 31, 34, 57, 102, 116, 120, 150

Norwich’s St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade 
With March full of ST. Patrick’s Day events, the city of Norwich got 
ahead of the curve and held its parade on Sunday, March 5. With a now 
shorter parade route, the opportunity to engage with the audience made a 
dramatic effect within the center of the city.

Thanks to the organizational efforts of WM Frank Saviano and 
the brothers of Somerset St. James Lodge No. 34, brothers marched 
through the center of town with brothers from Wooster Lodge No. 10 of 

Colchester, Warren Lodge No. 51 of 
Portland, Rainbow Girls, and MWB 
Ted Nelson. 

It is wonderful to see the city come 
alive and to experience the warm 
reception that the Connecticut 
Freemasons received.

Slainte!

Brainard Lodge No. 102 
Hosts Annual Corned Beef 
and Cabbage Dinner   by Jonathan Lamas

On March 11, brothers from Brainard Lodge No. 102 hosted 
their annual Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner. The longstanding 
event, organized by Brainard Lodge’s Treasurer RWB John 
Wadsworth, Senior Steward Mike Bogdan, and Senior Deacon 
Jonathan Lamas, attracted brothers, family, and friends from 
around District 8 and featured good eats of corned beef and 
cabbage and an assortment of snacks and desserts. The dinner, 
held at the Bay View Masonic Temple in Niantic, was a huge 
success. Brainard Lodge would like to thank all who attended, 
with special thanks to all the brothers who volunteered their 
time, talents, and resources to make it happen.

(l-r) RWB John Wadsworth, Bro. Mike Bogdan, Bro. Jonathan Lamas, WB Glenn Studwell, 
Bro. Richard Galbo, RWB Jim Moran, WB James Gilstrap.

Moments before stepping off. WB Jeffrey Blayman and Rainbow Advisor Heidi Webster.

Bob Reed in festive attire.
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Coastal Lodge No. 51 Celebrates 
WB John Piper by Christian Tynan

On January 31, the brothers and friends of Coastal Lodge No. 57 met at The 
Bridge Restaurant in Westerly, RI, to celebrate outgoing Worshipful Master 
WB John Piper and congratulate him on an awesome year. There, the brothers 
presented him with his Past Master’s apron and jewel. 

Photo by WB Paul Johnson  .

8th Masonic District Welcomes 
New Brethren by Christian Tynan

The brothers of the 8th Masonic District have been initiating candidates 
into the fraternity early this year.

 Somerset St. James Lodge No. 34 initiated three candidates on 
Wednesday, February 18, at the Preston Masonic Center. This degree was 
special as the Senior and Junior Stewards did an excellent job. This was 

their first time being on the other side of the experience since being raised 
last year.

Coastal Lodge No. 51 held its first degree of the year on Tuesday, 
February 7, at their beautiful lodge in Stonington. They welcomed two 
newly initiated brethren that night. The event was well attended by lodge 
members and four visiting brethren from Madison Lodge No. 87, who 
were able to attend and enjoy the evening’s events. 

Congratulations to the lodges on degrees well done and to the newly 
initiated brethren.

Brothers marching down Broadway.

Bro. Steven Shelley, WB Jeffrey Blayman, 
and MWB Ted Nelson.

Republican Town 
Committee Chairman 

Robert O’ Dempsky stops 
for a picture.
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New Haven St. Patrick’s Day Parade 2023 

What a glorious day for a parade. The weather was nearly 50 degrees, and brothers and their 
families were ready to go. The day started with a great breakfast of eggs, sausage, bacon, and 
pancakes. 

The construction crew hung banners and decorations on the 50-foot tractor-trailer float. Nearly 160 
people boarded buses to the start of the parade and met MWB Bruce R. Belmore, who was riding with the 
RWB Joseph J. Porco in a white convertible at the head of the parade. 

The group’s mascot was a brother dressed as a leprechaun, and the crowd loved it. The brothers were 
dressed in tuxedos, jewels, aprons, and top hats, while others sported traditional Irish celebratory garb. The 
TV news station’s coverage was stellar, and they provided an explanation of Freemasonry that lasted at least 

20 seconds. 

After the parade ended, the group enjoyed a 
wonderful picnic lunch at the New Haven temple. 
Thanks go out to all who made participation 
in the parade possible, from the kitchen staff, 
decorations person, and the construction crew. 
Without them, it would not have been possible. 

And also a special thanks to the sponsors: The 
Grand Lodge of Connecticut, Hiram Lodge No. 1, 
St. Alban’s Lodge No. 38, the 4th Masonic District 
Blue Lodge Council, the Winkle bus company, 
and the Scottish Rite Valley of New Haven for 
their generous contributions. 

The committee is already planning for next year, 
so mark your calendar and come on down!

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
mAsons Awarded  
"Best Fraternal 

Organization" that 
Marched, by the  

New Haven St. Patrick's 
Day Parade Committee
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New Haven Parade  continued from page 25
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Now you can support Connecticut Freemasons newspaper online! There is now a PayPal dropdown 
Connecticut Freemasons Booster form on the Grand Lodge home page (ctfreemasons.net) just 
below the PDF version of the paper. **Use the dropdown to select your level, click the “Pay Now” 
button and then follow the directions. You can pay with credit or debit cards or a PayPal account.  
        
Or, scan the QR Code on the right with your smartphone to go directly to the Connecticut Freemasons  
page on the website. Scroll down and follow the instrictions indicated ** above. The funds are used to help  
cover the printing and mailing expenses of the paper. 

An asterisk next to your name indicates that your support in the Booster list expires in one month. Please consider renewing your support of the Connecticut 
Freemasons newspaper at your current rate or at the next level up. The form to continue your financial support of this publication as a Booster is on page 29. 
After reviewing all of the receipts for Boosters, the lists are the Boosters who are current (i.e., within the 11 issue window). If your name does not appear and you feel that 
you should be on the list, please contact us. Note: Booster support is not deductible as a charitable contribution under IRC Section 170(c).

 Grand B o osters ($50 -  $99.99)

 Grand Master’s  Circle  $100 or more.

Daniel P. Alexander

Roger & Linda Bissell*

Gary A. Byram

Sam S.F. Caligiuri

Alexander Campana

Lowell H. Cantor

Carlton R. & Susan A. Csiki

Shane Dufresne

William H. Flagg

Leonard W. Finegold

Aubrey V. Fisher

Michael & Melinda Fitting

John W. Ford

Howard, Steve & Keith Franson

Robert Furce

Jim & Helen Gillan*

Thomas J. Gondek

Andy Goodhall

Bill & Sandie Greene

Pete Kenyon

Karl King

A. Richard Kirschner

Kenneth H. Kirschner

Paul Locicero

Rinaldo & Mary Magliano

Kurt Maehlenbrock

Paul S. Patterson

J. David Paulsen*

Jamie Pearson

Robert F. Polito, Jr.

Joseph J. Porco

Michael S. Shear

Gail N. Smith

Stuart M. Smith

John & Jane Sterry

Arthur R. Tinsz

Scott Werner

Richard R. Washburn

Andrew G. Weimann II

Andy Zeidler

In Memory of John F. Paulsen

Douglas T. Barrett

Judd S. Blaze

James Cockerille

Roger R. Cole

Jack Dilks

Ralph W. Ely, III

Earl S. Evans

Matthew F. Griffin

Walter Grube

Joseph O. Hoefflinger

Benjamin Isaacson

John R. Kinkade

Robert J. Knowles

Donald G. Maehlenbrock

Scott A. Mantz*

James Maxwell

Jesse J. Meeker

Raymond E. Moore

C. Frederick Neuffer

Frederick Newberth

Robert Peck

Philip V. Peluso*

Lewis Pennell

Edwin J. Phelps, Jr.

Clinton Potter

John R. Ranney

Wayne Rettburg

Charles A. Rogers

Rodney A. Spooner*

Thomas M. Smith*

Gerald F. Thompson

Dean True

Doug Turner

Gordon Willoughby

Don Wills*

George R. Zack

Master Mason Level $250 + 
 
CT DeMolay 
   Supreme Council Members

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88

King Hiram Lodge No. 12

Fellowcraft Level $150 - $249

Ashlar Lodge No. 332

Garibaldi Masonic Club

Entered Apprentice Level $75 - $149

Anchor Lodge No. 112

Coastal Lodge No. 57

Columbia Lodge No. 25

Evening Star Lodge No. 101

Temple Lodge No. 16

Trumbull Lodge No. 22

 Lod ges & Organizations

 B o oster  ($25 -  $49.99)

Robert Andrews

Ray Barker

Ken Buckbee

William G. Demetriades

Ward M. Edgerton

Gordon R. Hallberg

Carroll Hersom

Gordon Hurlbert

Roger Knickerbocker

Richard Sr. & Wendy Memmott

Sandra Osten

Anton Petras

George P. Rutherford, Jr.

Robert J. Shopey, Sr.

Robert J. Shopey, II

Robert J. Shopey, III

Gerald Usher

In Memory of Mario Accornero

BOOSTERS Thank you for your generous contribution! Update: February 14, 2023.
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• Samples of fine wine and craft beer in
person at Masonicare at Ashlar Village
or by virtual care package

• Light hors d’oeuvres

• Opportunity to purchase raffle tickets

• Supporting Masonicare residents and
patients in need

• High-quality event souvenir

• Live auction for ALL attendees

• Live-stream content for all online
attendees only

Friday, May 19, 2023 from 6 to 9 p.m.

Begins at 6 p.m. (Online & In-Person)


