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Grand Lodge of 
Connecticut A.F. & A.M.   

69 Masonic Avenue • Wallingford, CT 06492 
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

1:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 
203-679-5903 • 800-529-4161 (in-state only)

Fax: 203-679-5996 
email: grandlodge@ctfreemasons.net 

web: www.ctfreemasons.net

At 9 a.m. on Saturday, October 15, Brother Bruce R. Bellmore, Most Worshipful 
Grand Master of Masons in Connecticut, congregated and opened the Semi-Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge.

Business was transacted quickly and efficiently after recognition and welcoming of the Past 
Grand Masters, current District Deputies, and Associate Grand Marshalls. The first order of 
business was voting for Grand Lodge officers for the upcoming year 2023-2024. Ballots were 
filled out and collected, and sent off to MWB William Bohman, MWB Marshall Robinson, and 
RWB Grant Gould, who had been appointed election tellers.

The brethren elected RWB Joseph J. Porco as Grand Master, RWB Edward C. Page as Deputy 
Grand Master, RWB Les B. King as Grand Senior Warden, RWB Rinaldo F. Magliano as Grand 
Junior Warden, RWB Thomas J. Gonek as Grand Treasurer and RWB James M. Anderson as 
Grand Secretary. RWB Robert F. Polito, Jr. was elected as Grand Lodge Trustee for a 3-year term.

The Grand Lodge was called to refreshment for the purposes of the Masonicare Annual Meeting. 
Masonicare leaders were recognized, and trustees were elected. Chairman of the Masonicare 
Board, RWB Robert F. Polito, Jr. gave remarks and introduced the five informational videos 
that Masonicare has just produced. The first of these videos, an introduction to Masonicare and 
its services, featuring RWB Polito, WB J.P. Venoit, and MWB Bruce Bellmore was shown. It is 
informative, conveying its message in a warm, conversational way. Their session wrapped up with 
closing remarks by WB J.P. Venoit, President and CEO of Masonicare.

Upon returning to labor, the Grand Lodge heard the Necrology and the Treasurer’s report. 
The proposed budget featured some proposed changes. Several viewpoints were expressed by 
the brethren, and the proposed budget was voted. The hand vote was too close to call, so MWB 
Bellmore ordered a written ballot.

The results were 89 for and 150 against. The proposed budget will again be voted on at the 
Annual Communication in April. In the meantime, RWB Porco will attend Blue Lodge Council 
meetings to further explain and clarify his proposals. 

Following Perfect Ashlar and Masters Achievement Award presentations, MWPGM Mel Johnson 
had an opportunity to present an award from his term, which he was unable to present previously 
because of COVID-19. During MWB Johnson’s term, any lodge that had three Perfect Ashlar 
Award recipients would be recognized. Corinthian Lodge No. 104 had three recipients that year 
and MWB Mel presented them with a plaque in honor of that accomplishment.

RWB Porco gave an inspirational Deputy Grand Master address, again promising to give 
further explanation as to the nature of the proposed budget and stressing the need to build our 
membership. The Craft will be well served by this brother.

The first Eric W. Manner Master Ritualist Award was presented to RWB F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr. 
RWB Matt completed all the requirements of the program and will be the first to labor among the 
Craft wearing the Master Ritualist pin.

MWB Bellmore then proceeded to close Grand Lodge, ahead of schedule, closing in ample 
form to the delight of the brethren.
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My dear brothers,

Let me begin this month’s message by thanking the staff at Ashlar Village for their support of 
our Semi-Annual Communication. It was wonderful to be able to join as Freemasons in the 
Hartog Auditorium and set the course for the ensuing term. Special thanks to the Sessions 
Committee, RW Carl Anderson, and WB Michael Abrahamson, for their efforts to make 

the session run smoothly. As always, the heavy lifting of preparing for our Communications rests on our Grand Secretary, 
Grand Treasurer, and our outstanding office staff, Debbie Fowler, and Erika Rose, who keep us organized and on track.

I offer my congratulations and support to all those who were elected, especially our incoming Grand Master, Brother 
Joseph Porco. Please be assured that I will do all in my power to facilitate your accession to the Grand East.

It is appropriate that we start November with a message of thanks. President and Brother George Washington proclaimed 
the first nationwide thanksgiving celebration in America marking November 26, 1789, "as a day of public thanksgiving 
and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty God" and calling on 
Americans to "unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech 
him to pardon our national and other transgressions."

From Wikipedia: Modern Thanksgiving was proclaimed for all states in 1863 by Abraham Lincoln. Influenced by 
Sarah Josepha Hale, who wrote letters to politicians for approximately 40 years advocating an official holiday, Lincoln 
set national Thanksgiving by proclamation for the final Thursday in November in celebration of the bounties that had 
continued to fall on the Union and for the military successes in the war, also calling on the American people, "with humble 
penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience...fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the 
wounds of the nation..." Because of the ongoing Civil War, a nationwide Thanksgiving celebration was not realized until 
Reconstruction was completed in the 1870s.

On October 31, 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a presidential proclamation changing the holiday to the 
next to last Thursday in November in an effort to boost the economy.

As we approach Thanksgiving this year, let us be grateful for all the blessings we enjoy. Let us give thanks for our families, 
our country, and for the rich opportunities for friendship and brotherly love bestowed upon us through our Masonic 
Fraternity.

May you enjoy a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving and may our hearts be filled with joy for all the goodness and blessings 
of our Divine Creator.

Fraternally,

Rev. and Brother Bruce R. Bellmore

Most Worshipful Grand Master 

Grand Master’s Message
by Rev. and MWB Bruce R. Bellmore
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Spiritual Corner by Rev. & RWB Carl Anderson

We know full well that November kicks off the holiday season with Thanksgiving. Then it seems our 
journey sails through the month of December to New Year with just a blink of an eye. This rapid pace 
of multiple priorities and events can easily result in missing the blessings of the season if we do not 

take time to notice them. 

Certainly, we know that Thanksgiving is more than just a day to eat turkey or watch a parade or football game 
on television. During this time, we are reminded to reflect on the manifold blessings of God that are bestowed 

upon us each and every day. 

As we consider the first thanksgiving in 1621, history books tell us that the Pilgrims wanted to express their gratitude to God with a festive dinner to 
celebrate the bounty of their harvest. However, this historic gathering of Pilgrims and Native Americans was also giving thanks for the bond between 
these two groups. The Pilgrims knew well that they were truly blessed to receive the help, aid, and assistance of the Native Americans. Therefore, they 
offered their praise to God for their new friends and farming consultants who helped guide them through the brutal winter. 

In this season of thanksgiving, let us rejoice for the blessings of God, family, friends, and brothers, who help guide us along the way as we travel down 
the road of life. Let us take time to, as Isaiah 12: 4-5 urges, to “give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. Make known His deeds among the peoples; 
make them remember that His name is exalted." Praise the LORD in song, for He has done glorious things; let this be known throughout the earth. 

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving.. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO OUR 50-YEAR BROTHERS!

 
Stephen W. Bormolini 
Harmony Lodge No. 42 

 
Brian C. Bowen 

King Hiram Lodge No. 12 

Stanley Brooke 
Unity Lodge No. 148 

Raymond A. Cobb 
Frederick Franklin 

Lodge No. 14 

Michael Dragan 
St. Pauls Lodge No. 11 

 
Bruce L. Kosowsky 

King Hiram Lodge No. 12 

Gregory P. Rasmussen 
Evening Star Lodge No. 101 

Willard A. Revaz 
Harmony Lodge No. 42 

 
Robert I. Ritchie 

Anchor Lodge No. 112 

Steven Samuel Shiner 
Cosmopolitan Lodge 

No. 125 
 

Stillman A. Swan, Jr. 
Madison Lodge No. 87 

 
Edgar Milton Valenti, Sr. 

Granite Lodge No. 119

Albert L. Whaples 
Sequin Level Lodge No. 140

Robert P. Forrest 
Ivanhoe Lodge No. 107 

Lionel C. Post 
Solar Lodge No. 131

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR 75-YEAR BROTHERS! 
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Winter Leadership Workshop   by Nicholas H. Ives

As our next generation of Masonic leaders prepares 
to step forward, we in the Committee for Masonic 
Education have developed a seminar that is designed to 

help you face the challenges of advancing toward the Oriental 
chair. It is no secret that many lodges are facing membership 
declines, an increasing complexity of legal and financial 
decision-making, and a lack of activity and engagement among 
the membership of our lodges. Just one of those topics would 
be a daunting task to overcome, let alone solving all three of 
them at the same time. However, our charge as a committee 
compels us to equip you with the tools you need to be 
successful as a leader in your lodge. This seminar endeavors to 
do just that.

The first talk of our program will be on identifying 
connection levels among your members and what techniques 
you can use to deepen the relationship between the lodge 
leadership and all your members from the most active to the 
most distant. Using the work of J.M. Hink we will discover 
some of the reasons why that relationship can become strained 
or even hostile. This lecture, delivered by Chairman RWB 
Nicholas Ives, will highlight the invisible reasons our members 
fall away from active lodge membership and propose solutions 
to make your lodge vital once again. 

Our second talk will be led by WB Nicholas Valinsky, who 
is not only a member of the committee but a practicing 
attorney. He will share with you the challenges that lie ahead 
in regulating Masonic law and the changes in Connecticut 
statute that may impact your choices. His deep experience as 
a member of the trial commission and as a past master makes 
him well-suited to help us move forward with prudence. 

The third talk of the day will be on creating events that your 
membership will find interesting and gratifying, led by Bro. 
Jamie Pearson. Bro. Jamie has experience in not only his blue 
lodge but Scottish Rite planning and executing events that 
many brothers feel are unmissable. After listening to his talk, 
you will have an arsenal of ideas at your disposal to make it 
a great year. He will also talk about communication avenues 
that will get the word out to all of your members. 

We are incorporating a workshop session that will give you 
time to work with other leaders to brainstorm ideas and ask 
questions of the presenters. A number of committee members 

will be on hand to assist you and bounce ideas off of. You will 
leave this workshop feeling like you are far more prepared for 
your year than when you walked in.

Most importantly, you will need to know how you can access 
this seminar. There are two ways to access our content. The 
host will be Meridian Lodge No. 77 in Meriden, as they are 
unparalleled in their internet service. You are welcome to come 
in person, but you do not have to be there physically. If you 
would like to come in through Zoom, that is an option as 
well. This will also be recorded so that you can watch it again 
or remember some of the comments from the seminar. Login 
information is below.

• When: December 3, 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.

• Where:

0 In Person: Meridian Lodge No. 77,  
   35 Pleasant St., Meriden

0 Online: Zoom Pre-Register  
   https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYsf- 
   Chrz4pdVSn9VI3lj76ELVbTTZf8rE  
   or use QR code with your phone

0 Passcode: brothers

• Who: All Masons who aspire to become better leaders 
   in the craft

• What: Seminar with a focus on lodge leaders and how to 
   craft a plan to lead your lodge successfully in the future. 

• Questions? nickives@ctfreemasons.net
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Robert Alan Beardsley 
Montgomery Lodge No. 13 

Edwin H. Carlson 
Fayette Lodge No. 69

Steven M. Casey 
Meridian Lodge No. 77 

Ronald C. Christensen 
Columbia Lodge No. 25

Robert Clay 
Coastal Lodge No. 57

Anthony Raphael Cocchiola 
Federal Lodge No. 17

Joseph Carl Diani 
Evening Star Lodge No. 101 

Alan H. Gepfert 
Ivanhoe Lodge No. 7 

Robert Morton Haff 
Composite Lodge No. 28 

Robert Wesley Hollis, III 
Columbia Lodge No. 25

Gilbert John Hunter 
Compass Lodge No. 9 

Charles Raymond Mertens 
Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145 

Robert M. Milvae 
Valley Lodge No. 36

Philip D. Thomas 
Corner Stone Quinebaug Lodge No. 122

We offer our condolences to the families and friends  
of those brothers who have been called by  

The Grand Architect of the Universe
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If you haven’t seen it already, our video series about Masonicare made just for the Masonic family is now live on our 
website at masonicare.org/i-am-mason. There are five videos in all, beginning with an introduction to Masonicare 
that explores our origins, mission, vision, and values. The next three episodes delve into each of our separate but 

interconnected service lines: Residential Services, Healthcare Services, and Home and Community Based Services. 
We close out the series with a look to the future and what we’re doing to make sure that Masonicare is still here 
generations from now.

One thing that stands out in these videos is how passionate our Board of Trustees Chairman, RWB Bob Polito, is 
about Masonicare and the work we do. No doubt, that influenced LeadingAge Connecticut to honor Bro. Polito last 
month with their 2022 Trustee of the Year Award – fitting recognition for someone who cares as deeply about this 
organization as anyone I’ve ever met.

Congratulations to all of our incoming Grand Lodge officers elected at the Semi-Annual Meeting at Ashlar Village. I 
hope those of you who made it to Wallingford on October 15 enjoyed your visit.

You may have noticed that we recently repaved much of the lower campus around Masonicare Health Center, just in 
time for winter. Inside, we’re making some cosmetic improvements on the 
first floor and recently celebrated the reopening of our newly renovated, 
secure unit for patients with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia. 
It’s a beautiful space but, as I said at the ribbon-cutting ceremony, what’s 
really going to make the unit special is our staff. Our nurses, CNAs, 
housekeepers, maintenance staff, and others are the key to how we deliver 
on our mission.

On the subject of Alzheimer’s, I want to thank everyone in the Masonic 
Family who participated in or supported Masonicare at the Greater New 
Haven and Eastern Connecticut Walks to End Alzheimer’s. Both teams 
exceeded their fundraising goals! Until there’s a cure, Masonicare will 
continue to answer the call to help fight this terrible, degenerative disease.

As we enter the season of Thanksgiving, I hope you’ll have opportunities 
to enjoy togetherness, express gratitude, and thank those who’ve made a 
difference in your life.  

          Sincerely and fraternally,

From the Desk of Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit
President & CEO of Masonicare

In between takes with RWB Bob Polito, WB Jon-Paul Venoit, MWGM Bruce 
Bellmore, and Masonicare’s Director of Corporate Marketing, Marie Jablonski
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Masonicare Videos – A Letter to the  
Craft from RWB Robert J. Polito

 
Dear brothers and families of the Connecticut Grand Lodge,

In early September 2022, our Most Worshipful Grand Master Bruce R. Bellmore, the CEO of Masonicare, Jon-Paul Venoit 
and I met to record five videos on the primary aspects of Masonicare and how that can assist you. 

We want to ensure that as many brothers, their families, and our affiliates, know as much about Masonicare as possible. I feel 
strongly that education is critical before there is a family emergency. Prior planning is extremely important when it comes to 
services for senior healthcare and senior housing.

It is my distinct pleasure to share these five videos with you. It is an easy conversational format and I hope that you and your 
family find them helpful. While we hope you watch all five videos, you are free to pick and choose what topic might interest 
you now. These videos can also be found on Masonicare’s website at Masonicare.org. 
Introduction to Masonicare - https://bit.ly/MasonicareIntro

 
Residential Services - https://bit.ly/MasonicareResidential
Healthcare Services - https://bit.ly/MasonicareHealthcare
Home & Community-based Services - https://bit.ly/MasonicareHomecare
The Future of Masonicare- https://bit.ly/MasonicareFuture 

Please also remember that as Connecticut Masons, we, as well as our families, have priority access to Masonicare admissions. 
You might recall our “Concentric Circle” from “Connecticut Freemasons” newspaper. We are also offering our Masonic family 
discounts on unregulated services we offer. Watch for additional discounts in the future. 

For more information on admissions or questions on any of our services, you need to look no further than the back of your 
dues card and call Masonic Community Services at (800) 982-3919. Rev. and Brother Carl Anderson, VP for Fraternal 
Relations, can also be contacted at (203) 654-1142.

I would like to thank Reverend and Brother Bruce R. Bellmore, Grand Master of Masons in Connecticut, and Jon-Paul 
Venoit, CEO of Masonicare for their time and talent. They did an outstanding job in our outreach effort to inform and 
educate. We are truly blessed to have such men in the Craft. 

I again hope you find this outreach effort helpful and informative. Nothing would make me happier than our Connecticut 
Masonic family using Masonicare’s services, whether on one of our campuses or wherever it is you call home. Masonicare will 
be there for you. 

May God bless you and your families.

 

Robert F. Polito Jr
Chairman of the Board
Masonicare Corporation
(203) 823-7664
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We are your Masonicare.
For more information, please call 1-800-982-3919 or visit masonicare.org

Making the Wright Decision   
Named for the late Bro. Leslie G. Wright, a quiet, 

unassuming resident who surprised Masonicare 

with an incredibly generous bequest of over $7 

million, the Wright Residence in Wallingford offers 

affordable, care-free living with easy access to the 

healthcare and wellness services of Masonicare for 

seniors aged 55 and over with limited income.

“Here, low income or low asset doesn’t mean low 

expectations,” said Bethany Camputaro, Associate 

Executive Director of Residential Services.  “We 

strive to exceed expectations and look to our 

residents for feedback about how best to do that.”

Amenities in the licensed Residential Care Home 

include three meals per day, fully furnished 

apartments, housekeeping, laundry services, 

24-hour security, emergency call-for-aide, 

transportation services, and much more – all in

a welcoming community that combines a social 

atmosphere with the element of privacy. It’s the 

best of both worlds!

“I feel like I have finally arrived in a permanent and 

very pleasant home,” said resident Vincent W., 

“which is a life-long dream come true for me. The 

staff here is extraordinarily kind and supportive. I 

receive outstanding medical care here that assures 

me that all my health concerns are addressed 

by the best specialists available anywhere. The 

highly skilled Maintenance staff immediately 

addresses any issues of concern in my spacious 

and comfortable apartment, and our Transportation 

services are superb, providing prompt, safe travel 

to and from all my medical appointments. I feel 

extremely fortunate and truly blessed to be living 

here at the Wright Residence.”

Whether you’re interested in living options for 

yourself or a loved one, we invite you to come take 

a tour of the Wright Residence. Maybe it can be a 

“dream come true” for you, too.
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It's that time of the year again, days away 
from changing our clocks back to standard 
time. We welcome back the winter season. 
The trees have lost their colorful leaves and 
are once again almost completely bare. Yom 
Kipper has ended. Halloween is now just a 
memory, except for the trick-or-treaters who 
may still be munching on candy. Soon we will 
see the beginning of the real holiday season as 
Thanksgiving approaches.

In October, the new class saw a live portrayal 
of the 15th Degree, Knight of the East, 
portrayed by the officers of the Hartford 
Council Princes of Jerusalem and fellow 
brethren. The Family Life event was a new 
addition to the calendar of yearly events — a 
Hartford Athletic Soccer match — which was 
a good chance to be with fellow Scottish Rite 
brethren and their family members.

November
On saturday, Novemver 5, beginning at 10 

a.m., the Valley will present a video of the 4th 
Degree followed by a live portrayal of the 18th 
degree by the officers of CyrusGoodell Chaoter 
of Rose Croix. Luncheon will follow in the 
Sphinx Shrine Center. To make a reservation, 
contact the Valley office by November 3.

On Sunday, November 20, a winner of a 
Family Life Event will be held. I made this trip 
more than 20 years ago with my wife and we 
really enjoyed it. It will start the holiday season 
in a festive mood. Sign up quickly for the bus 
trip to Newport, RI, for a Christmas tour of 
the mansions, since space may be limited. If 
we meet the requirements there will be two 
buses. The trip also includes a luncheon stop 
in the area.

December
The Consistory Degrees are scheduled 

for Thursday, December 1, at 7:30 p.m. 
Remember to sign up for the pre-degree 
dinner by November 30. The 25th Degrees 
will be shown on DVD followed by a portrayal 
of the 27th Degree, Knight of Jerusalem, by 
the Consistory officers. 

December’s Family Life programs repeat 
some popular previous events. A bus 
trip to New York City to see the 2022 
Radio City Musical Hall Christmas Show 
featuring The Rockettes is on December 
8 and includes a luncheon. Other events 
are holiday movies, the Christmas Cookie 
Recipe Exchange, and the Ugly Sweater 
Party/Contests. Dates for those will be 
announced.

 

Ongoing Valley Projects
September through December:  
 Toys for Tots collection

September through January 2023:  
 Winter garment collection for 
the homeless, and a food drive.                                              

September through July 2023:  
 Children’s Dyslexia Center

 Donations (Ties, Leaves, & Tabs)

Some of these projects will be ending 
shortly, so if you are able and willing to 
help, please bring donations on a degree 
night or contact the Valley office to 
arrange a pick-up.

Join the Current Class
Applications are currently being 

accepted for a Master Mason in good 
standing interested in joining the current 
class. Petitions can be completed online 
at https://valleyofhartford.org/join or 
https://scottishritenmj.org/join. If you 
have questions call the Valley of Hartford 
Secretary at (860) 666-0712, or email at 
office@valleyofhartford.org.

    On behalf of the Officers of the Valley 
of Hartford like to wish you and your family 
a Happy Thanksgiving!

Valley of Hartford, AASR
by David R. Blythe, Sr. 

A recent survey by the Supreme 
Council, NMJ, shows there are four 
reasons why Master Masons joined 
the Scottish Rite:

Continuing the Masonic journey
Continuing one's personal journey
 Expanding one's fraternal circle

Educational opportunities
 
•

For more information about becoming a 
member of the Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite, or to receive a copy of a Scottish Rite 
informational DVD . . . 

 Contact Tony Angelica, 33º, at the  
Valley of Hartford, AASR: (860) 666-0712  

Email: office@valleyofhartford.com
www.valleyofhartford.org
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  is the 150th Anniversary of Shriners International and 
the 100th Anniversary of Shriners Children’s. Both the fraternal and 
healthcare sides of Shriners have undergone several changes over 
the years. From one Shrine temple in New York City to over two 
hundred Shrine Centers across the globe. From one Shrine Hospital 
in Louisiana, treating polio patients, to 22 hospitals transforming 
the healthcare system of today, on the way to 200 hospitals, clinics, 
and centers worldwide. 
Freemasonry at its best!

One program that has 
brought our fraternity 
together over the years is the 
collections of tabs. Masonic 
Lodges, Eastern Star Chapters, 
DeMolay Chapters, Rainbow 
Assemblies, York Rite, and 
Scottish Rite Bodies, and even 
businesses all collect can tabs 
for the Shriners. You can often 
see brothers and ladies at 
picnics and other social events 
prying a tab off a can, saving 
it for later to be donated to 
the Shrine. 

At Sphinx Shrine, the tabs 
are often dropped off during all hours of the day and night, left 

outside the door during 
off hours, or delivered 
to the office. The tabs 
are left in boxes, bags, 
jugs, milk containers, 
and other assorted 
vessels of many shapes 
and sizes. These tabs are 
collected, sorted, and 
packaged to be turned 
into cash proceeds 

which are then turned over to the Sphinx Transportation fund.

The Transportation Fund covers transportation for the patients 
and parents to Shriners Children’s New England in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, Shriners Boston, and sometimes to Shriners 
Philadelphia. Sometimes overnight stays are required depending 
on the needs of the patient and the severity of the treatment. The 
drivers of the Transportation Unit are all volunteers and spend much 
time ensuring that patients who do not have transportation can 
obtain it through the Shrine. 

Recently, however, the donations of pull 
tabs are not only from aluminum beer 
and soda cans but also from steel and 
tin food cans having a pull tab. This is 
not good. The intermingling of any steel 
tabs with aluminum tabs can contaminate 
the material being sent back for remelting. Because we do not want 

to provide our metal recycler 
with contaminated materials, 
we must take time to resort 
tabs, search out all steel tabs (cat 
food, tuna cans) and remove 
that before we send the tabs to 
the recycler. 

We greatly appreciate the time 
and effort of those that take the 
time to think of the Shriners 
Children by collecting the tabs, 
but please be mindful of the 
steel tabs by not including them 
in the donation. All aluminum 
tabs have the same shiny or 
color (red, black, or blue for 
example) appearance and a 
uniform shape, while steel pull 

tabs can be grey in color and of various shapes. If you have any 
doubt, you can always run a magnet over the tabs and the steel ones 
will be quickly found by being attracted to the magnet.

Please do not let the tabs sit in the basement of your lodge, 
in your home garage, or in various containers throughout your 
building. Donate them to either Sphinx or Pyramid Shrine Centers 
in Connecticut. If you are unable to deliver them, find a Shriner 
in your lodge, chapter, assembly, or other body so that they can 
be properly processed. If you would like to donate an entire can 
or bottle, please contact a member of the Sphinx Motor Patrol for 
drop-off times. The Hospital and Transportation Unit also accepts 
monetary donations that can be mailed to the Sphinx Shrine office.

Be on the lookout for information for the Sphinx Holiday Party, 
on December 10th, and the Kids Christmas Party, on December 
17th at the Sphinx Shrine Center. Both events are sure to be great 
fun for all.

Sphinx Shrine News 
by Eric Pogg

 Sphinx Shriners 

 

The Mission of Sphinx Shriners is to:
• Be the premier fraternal organization for men of good character.
• Provide attractive, quality programs and services for its 

members, their families, and their friends in a spirit of fun, 
fellowship, and social camaraderie.

• Foster self-improvement through leadership, education, the 
perpetuation of moral values, and community involvement.

• Serve mankind through the resources of its philanthropy, 
Shriners Children’s. 
If you would like more information or an application to  
Sphinx Shriners for the Spring Ceremonial, please register  
oline at www.BeAShrinerNow.com or contact Noble Eric  

Pogg at 860-803-0784 or at ejpogg@gmail.com

3066 Berlin Turnpike 
Newington, CT 06111

860-666-5449 
www.sphinxshriners.org

2022
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What a busy fall season it has been at the Stratford theater! The 
degree season begins to wind down in November as we head to the 
holidays. Mark your calendars for a live performance of the 22nd 
Degree and a video rendition of the 17th Degree on the evening of 
November 14, starting at 7:30 p.m. The 22nd Degree is a special treat 
for those of you who have never witnessed this operetta-style degree. 
The members of the Valley of Bridgeport Choir will be in costume 
for this degree entitled the Prince of Libanus.

The season winds down with the 32nd Degree on the evening of 
December 5. This is the ultimate degree in the Scottish Rite Path, 
typically features a very large cast, and should not be missed. This 
degree is always very well attended, and reservations are almost 
mandatory as there will be several dinner seatings, starting at 5 p.m. 
Please call the office and let them know that you are coming and 
what seating time you prefer. 

•
Upcoming family life events for Scottish Rite Masons and their 

families include an early morning run through Stratford on the 
morning of November 24 when the Annual Turkey Day Trot gets 
underway at 8 a.m. Other events are the December 10 trip to 
Boston’s Symphony Hall to see the Boston Pops Holiday Concert 
and the December 16 Holiday Party at Woodwinds in Branford. 
Reservations and prior payment are required for these two events. 
Call the Consistory office at (203) 375-0064 or see the fall issue of 
the Lafayette Consistory News for more details. 

•
James Allen, the British philosopher who penned the wonderful 

tome As a Man Thinketh was on to something significant that we 
all need to understand and make our own if our search for light is 
to be fruitful. Our search for light begins with a desire that awakens 
the forces that will harmonize our acts with this very same goal. 
Accordingly, our acts will be managed by these desires. 

We begin concentrating our thoughts on whatever our desire is. We 
then visualize the image of our desire and repeatedly hold it in our 
mind’s eye. We do this repeatedly with concentration and systematic 
effort. This is the alchemical process that one seeking the light utilizes 
to convert one’s dross desires to spiritual gold. 

Thought is therefore the primary substance of things hoped for. It 
is also evidence of existing things not seen. Mankind cannot think 
of anything that cannot be manifested physically or that cannot be 
brought into existence. Hoping for a thing or attainment of whatever 
nature, causes us to think and plan its production or manifestation. 
Faith induces us to work according to the thought we hold. Faith is 
what gives us the courage and persistence to continue in our efforts 
until we finally succeed. 

Thoughts are things. If there is no faith, there could be no thought. 
Once again, the Great Light instructs: “According to your faith, be it 
unto you.” (Matthew 9:29). We manifest our faith in our thoughts 
because they cause us to act in ways consistent with our thoughts and 
desires. If you are seeking the light, dig deeper and seriously into the 
degree work, the symbolism, and the ritual of the Fraternity. Bring 
your thoughts and desires in accordance with the fraternal teachings 
that you will find in many of the rituals and degrees of Masonry. 

The embryonic soul residing within you needs your rigorous 
and unwavering attention and devotion if it is to finally ignite and 
manifest the light within you. Only your faith can make that happen 
and you can do it daily without sacrificing your mundane obligations. 
Daily life doles out plenty of opportunities and challenges to test and 
challenge your desire to attain the light and overcome the darkness. 
Your faith will assist you in pulling yourself up from the proverbial 
bootstraps each time you fail such a challenge – until you, through 
much internal effort, one day realize that the challenges no longer are 
taxing you. Your path is then lit by the Light and you will realize that 
which you desire!

FIAT LUX!

As always, the Valley of Bridgeport stands ready to help further your 
understanding of the three degrees of Freemasonry. Should you have 
questions about the Scottish Rite, please feel free to contact me at the 
email address above or call the Consistory office at (203) 375-0064

Thought In the Mind Hath Made Us
by John A. Amarilios, membership@lafayetteconsistory.com

SCOTTISH RITE DEGREES   
Mon., Nov. 14 - 7:30 p.m. 

22nd Degree (live), 17th Degree (digital)

Mon., Dec. 5 - 7:30 p.m. 
32nd Degree Live - Dinner starts at 5 p.m. 

Dinners are at 6 p.m.  
in the Shrine building 

unless otherwise stated.
Reservations required. Call the 

Consistory Office at 203-375-0064. 
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UPCOMING DEGREES 

 

Monday, November 21, 7:30 p.m.
8th Degree - Live & 17th Degree - DVD

 
4th Degree DVD offered prior to degrees so one can start their Scottish Rite Journey on any date except on 32nd Degree 
reunions. Dinner before each reunion. Call the Valley Secretary at 203-580-4208 or email the office at office@valleyofnh.com 
for information on degrees or reservations.

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite
The Valley of New Haven
Masonic Temple, 285 Whitney Avenue, New Haven

Scottish Rite
Valley of New Haven

celebrates the beginning of

20232023
New Year’s EveNew Year’s Eve
 Extravaganza Extravaganza

Formal  Masquerade  BallFormal  Masquerade  Ball
$35 per person includes

Buffet Dinner • Cash Bar • DJ Music
Dinner, Dancing, Champagne toast at midnight.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m., December 31, 2022.
for more information contact: Office@ValleyofNH.com

Best Western Plus Hotel
North Haven, CT

Reserve a room $99
Scan Here!

Buy tickets $35
Scan Here!
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https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=FTWAZ7CKM73US

Lord, I could not endure a husband with a beard on his face! 
Shakespeare - ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ act 2, scene 1. 

Support this Fund Razor!

Fortunately for our Grand Master, his lady does not 
necessarily share such preferences, (although she is not 
objecting to this challenge either!) However, he has thrown 
down the gauntlet and has challenged us to raise $30,000 
for the Connecticut Children’s Dyslexia Centers. If we 
manage to do so by the time the Scottish Rite Christmas 
Holiday Party on December 16 at the Woodwinds in 
Branford, MWGM Bruce Bellmore has said “All good 
things must come to an end“ and has agreed to submit to 
the ministrations of a tonsorial artist who will, in person, 
shave off his signature beard! 
 

Please donate today! Help us 
continue the great work that the 
Children’s Dyslexia Centers are 
doing for the kids of this state. 
Use the QR code or the PayPal 

link to make your donation.

Prefer to mail a check? Please 
make it out to CT Children’s 
Dyslexia Centers, and mail 
it to Lafayette Consistory,  

P.O. Box 309,  
Stratford CT 06615 

Questions?  
Call the Consistory at  

(203) 375-0064.
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October 15, 2022  
Semi-Annual Communication 

Grand Lodge A.F.&.M. 
 of Connecticut
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CONNECTICUT FREEMASONS FOUNDATION, INC. 
A 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt Organization 

of the GRAND LODGE of ANCIENT FREE & ACCEPTED MASONS 
of the STATE of CONNECTICUT 

Bruce R. Bellmore 
Grand Master 

 
PO Box 69 

Wallingford, CT 06492 

 

 

If your donation is “in honor of”, or “in memory of”, 
(circle one) a loved one, please include their name below: 

 

______________________________________________ 
Please send notice of my gift to: 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

Please have someone contact me about how to 
include the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation 

as a beneficiary in my will. _____ 

The CT Freemasons Foundation is a 501(c)(3) corporation organized 
to accept tax deductible contributions. Your gift may be restricted by 
designating your specific charitable choice from the above list in the 
memo section of your check. 

June 1, 2022 
Dear friends and brothers, 
 
The past year has seen many instances of human suffering: 

• Hurricane Ida destroyed hundreds of homes and Masonic buildings in Louisiana. 
• Tornadoes in Kentucky left a 220-mile-long path of devastation in their wake. 
• Fire swept through the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Rhode Island in Providence, one of the oldest Masonic structures 

in the United States. 
• The Coronavirus Pandemic left brothers in dire financial situations. 

 
In all these terrible situations, the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation has been there to help. The Foundation is a 501(c)(3), 
non-profit organization, coordinating with other non-profits to ensure that these funds go directly to those who need help.  
 
Your generous tax-deductible donations to the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation make it possible for us to reach out and 
assist our brothers and their families throughout Connecticut and around the world. It also enables us to support worthy 
endeavors in our local communities on a case-by-case basis. Our support of the Grand Almoner and the Child Identification 
Program make a positive difference in the lives of those we service. 
 
Please join with me and make your donation today. In this way, we can truly fulfill our Masonic obligation to “…help, aid, 
and assist our brothers.”  Thank you for your support as we continue the good work of Freemasonry. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
 
Rev. and Brother Bruce R. Bellmore 
M.W. Grand Master 2022 
 
Your support for 2021 totaling $128,800 includes donations to: 

¨ Grand Almoner’s Fund  
¨ Grand Lodge Matching Grant Program 
¨ CT DeMolay 
¨ International Order of Rainbow for Girls 
¨ CIP (Child Identification Program) 
¨ The Masonic Charity Foundation/ Quality of Life  
¨ CT Freemasons Foundation General Endowment 
¨ 32nd Degree Children's Dyslexia Center of CT 

¨ George Washington National Masonic Memorial  
¨ Medical Research Lab 
¨ Masonic Model Student Assist Program 
¨ Masonic Service Association 
¨ Organ Donor Project 
¨ Shriners Hospital: Boston Burns Unit/Hospital for 

Children, Springfield 

 
The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation Inc. Board of Directors: 

Christopher J. Earle, Chairman, Trumbull No. 22 
Paul L. Watson, Secretary/Treasurer, Uriel No. 24 
Bruce R. Bellmore, Hiram No. 1 
Robert H. Everest, Valley No. 36 
Edward C. Page, Moriah No. 15 

Joseph J. Porco, Hiram No. 18 
Garret W. Post, Temple No. 16 
O. James Purnell, Fayette No. 69 
Marshall K. Robinson, King Hiram No. 12 

 

NOTE:  Donations can be made via PayPal on the Grand Lodge Website  www.CTFreemasons.net 
 

""""""--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------"""""" 
 

Make check payable to: CT Freemasons Foundation – mail to PO Box 69, Wallingford, CT 06492-0069  
To assist the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation in their ongoing work, I / we donate to the Grand Master’s Appeal as 
follows: 

$1,000  Grand Master donor  $250  Fellowcraft donor 
$500  Master Mason donor  $100  Entered Apprentice donor 
    Other Amount   

 

Dear friends and brothers,

The past year has seen many instances of human suffering:
• Hurricane Ida destroyed hundreds of homes and Masonic buildings in Louisiana.
• Tornadoes in Kentucky left a 220-mile-long path of devastation in their wake.
• Fire swept through the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Rhode Island in Providence, one of the oldest Masonic structures in the United States.
• The Coronavirus Pandemic left brothers in dire financial situations.

In all these terrible situations, the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation has been there to help. The Foundation is a 501(c)(3), non-profit organization, coordinat-
ing with other non-profits to ensure that these funds go directly to those who need help. 

Your generous tax-deductible donations to the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation make it possible for us to reach out and assist our brothers and their families 
throughout Connecticut and around the world. It also enables us to support worthy endeavors in our local communities on a case-by-case basis. Our support of 
the Grand Almoner and the Child Identification Program make a positive difference in the lives of those we service.
 
Please join with me and make your donation today. In this way, we can truly fulfill our Masonic obligation to “...help, aid, and assist our brothers.” Thank you for 
your support as we continue the good work of Freemasonry. 

Fraternally, 
 
 

Rev. and Brother Bruce R. Bellmore 
M.W. Grand Master 2022

Your support for 2021 totaling $128,800 includes donations to: 
• Grand Almoner’s Fund
• Grand Lodge Matching Grant Program
• CT DeMolay
• International Order of Rainbow for Girls
• CIP (Child Identification Program)
• The Masonic Charity Foundation/ Quality of Life 
• CT Freemasons Foundation General Endowment
• 32nd Degree Children's Dyslexia Center of CT
• George Washington National Masonic Memorial
• Medical Research Lab
• Masonic Model Student Assist Program
• Masonic Service Association
• Organ Donor Project
• Shriners Hospital: Boston Burns Unit/Hospital for Children, Springfield

The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation Inc. Board of Directors:
Christopher J. Earle, Chairman, Trumbull No. 22  
Paul L. Watson, Secretary/Treasurer, Uriel No. 24  
Bruce R. Bellmore, Hiram No. 1
Robert H. Everest, Valley No. 36
Edward C. Page, Moriah No. 15
Joseph J. Porco, Hiram No. 18
Garret W. Post, Temple No. 16
O. James Purnell, Fayette No. 69
Marshall K. Robinson, King Hiram No. 12

 The CT Freemasons Foundation is a 501(c)(3) corporation organized to  
accept tax deductible contributions. Your gift may be restricted by 

designating your specific charitable choice from the above list 
in the memo section of your check.

NOTE: Donations can be made via PayPal on the Grand Lodge Website www.CTFreemasons.net
XXX---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------XXX

Make check payable to: CT Freemasons Foundation – mail to PO Box 69, Wallingford, CT 06492-0069

To assist the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation in their ongoing work, I / we donate to the Grand Master’s Appeal as follows:
$1,000  _________ Grand Master donor  
$250  _________ Fellowcraft donor
$500 _________ Master Mason donor  
$100  _________ Entered Apprentice donor
Other Amount  $__________

If your donation is “in honor of,” or “in memory of,” (circle one) a loved one, please include 
their name below:
____________________________________________________________________________
Please send notice of my gift to: _________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Please have someone contact me about how to include the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation 
as a beneficiary in my will. ________
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District 1 
Lodges 3, 5, 6, 8, 19, 65, 67, 85, 104, 109, 107, 142, 144, 149

Wine and Food Tasting at Corinthian Lodge No. 104
by Pedro Garcia
 
Brethren, spouses, and friends shared an 
excellent evening at the Corinthian Lodge 
No. 104 Wine and Food Tasting event.

A special thank you extends to Brother 
Jay, who cooked, along with his helpers 
for the delicious hors d’oeuvres. Brother 
Roy did a wonderful job explaining and 
handling the wines.

Thanks also to the officer and guests, 
and for all the donations which increased 
the proceeds to the benefit of Hall 
Neighborhood House.

Universal Fraternity Lodge No. 149 Portrays EA Degree
On Saturday, September 17, Universal Fraternity Lodge No. 149 
of Stratford performed the Entered Apprentice Degree, initiating 
two new brothers into the Craft.

It was an excellent performance by the officers of Universal 
Fraternity Lodge.

Universal Fraternity Lodge 
No. 149 Celebrates  
St. John’s Day
Universal Fraternity Lodge celebrated St. John’s Day. The lodge was 
honored to have Most Worshipful Grand Master Bruce R. Bellmore 
in attendance for this event.
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District 2 
Lodges 13, 18, 21, 39, 40, 48, 49

St. Peter’s Lodge No.21 Supports 
the George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial 

by Daniel W. Nichols

On September 23, St. Peter’s Lodge No. 21 hosted a community pasta dinner 
in District 2A to raise funds to help renovate the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial. The dinner was a huge success and the 
families of brothers who attended enjoyed each other’s company. 

This monument’s construction was completely funded by Masons. 
With no loans or banks involved, the memorial was built slowly so that 
no debt was incurred. The land was provided by a brother. It took several 
decades before it was completed. Many brothers from many jurisdictions 
gave their time to its completion. 

For those who have never been there, it is well worth a trip. Since 
Brother George Washington was a member of the local lodge (Alexandria 
Lodge, Virginia) there are many artifacts in the memorial to observe. One of the most famous is the only accurate 
portrait of George Washington, which happens to be a Masonic portrait. 

Over time all things decay. The monument is in dire need of repair and renovation and has called out to all 
Masons again for support. Please consider donating or becoming a member of the monument. Lastly, make a trip to 
visit; you will be surely impressed.

Union Lodge No. 40 Holds Annual Awards Night by Daniel W. Nichols

On September 20, Union Lodge No. 40 held its annual awards night to honor brothers for their time and support. It was a great night of brotherhood 
with food and laughs, entertainment of stories of time past. Masons always 
need to remember to be thankful for the brothers who have spent their time 
and given of themselves so that society can flourish. 

A simple “thank you” can always be given along with a pat on the back or 
a hug. Although brothers never look for 
awards or titles being appreciated is a 
human necessity. 

Union Lodge not only recognizes their 
brothers but has a special award for 
one brother every year that goes “above 
and beyond.” It’s a great way to show 
brothers that their toils in the quarries of 
Freemasonry don’t go unnoticed. 

Painting by William Joseph Williams 
(1759-1823), 1794. Alexandria-

Washington Lodge No. 22,  
A.F. & A.M., Alexandria, Virginia.
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The cooks at work.

RWGSD Ron Magliano and RWDGM Joe Porco.MWPGM Chip Stamm and brothers.

The brothers that served all.

Hiram Lodge No. 18 holds 29th Annual Surf & 
Turf Table Lodge
by Daniel W. Nichols

On October 5, Hiram Lodge No. 18 held its 29th 
Annual Surf & Turf Table Lodge. With summer over and 
winter coming it only made sense to make the theme 
Hawaiian shirt night. Approximately 15 lodges were 
represented showing in this post-COVID-19 era that 
these types of functions are missed. 

Many smiling faces were about as brothers who have 
not been in contact for a while were able to catch up and 
the hall was packed but never felt full. Everyone worked 
together, from an Entered Apprentices who helped serve 
the meal to a Past Grand Master caught pushing a broom. WM Tony Neri did his best to keep the noise level to 
a dull roar as the night went on. 

Toasts were given as usual with brother’s excitement for what followed. The food 
was second to none and the brothers that prepared it, deserve recognition for a job 
well done. 

These are the type of events that exemplify Masonry and teach brothers how to 
work together and enjoy each other’s help. 

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat!!!

MWPGM William Bohman and brothers.

MWPGM George Greytak 
“the work is never done.”

Illustrious Bro. Jack Farkas 33rd (DD 1C) and WM 
JD DeBaun (Daytime 144).

WM Tony Neri starts the night off.
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Albert Robert Thierfelder Receives 50-Year Pin at St. Peter’s 
Lodge No. 21 by Daniel W. Nichols

On October 4, RWB Albert Robert Thierfelder, Past District Deputy of District 2, received his 50-
year pin at St. Peter’s Lodge No. 21. When a Mason reaches the pinnacle of 50 years, the stories and 
memories are remarkable. Brother Al, as he is affectionately called, an ear to talk to and a counsel for 
good advice. Many Masons in the lodge that night were brothers that he either investigated or helped 
to raise.

A pillar of St. Peter’s Lodge that many masters called upon for help and a mentor to new brothers, 
RWB Al’s favorite sayings range from, “how can I help” to “just do it” It was a good night to say 
thank you for all that Brother Al has done and continues to do. 

RWB Joe Porco, Deputy Grand Master, presented Brother Al with his pin. Brother Al then spoke 
of the night he was raised in St. Peter’s. He spoke of how his father and uncle were both sitting in the 
north giving their approval and blessing for Brother Al in his new Masonic career. The story brought 
a tear to his eyes and made us the brothers think of the night they we raised, and all the support 
brothers share. 

RWB Al spoke of how fast the 50 years have gone by and stated he would not change a thing and 
what an honor it has been for him. The lodge then gave him a standing ovation. When lodge was 
closed, everyone huddled around Brother Al for it was obvious his glowing happiness was contagious. 

DEE’S ANTIQUES  
$ PAYS $ TOP DOLLAR sg 203-235-8431

BUYING Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Coins, Military Items, 
Musical Instruments, Old Advertising Signs & Memorabilia, 
Fishing & Hunting Equipment, Vintage Toys, Comic Books, 
Antique Furniture, Anything Old & Unusual 

Serving Community & Family Respectfully for Over 50 Years
Call Thomas Spratta at 203-235-8431

600 West Main St., Meriden, CT 06451
TJS600@cox.net



Connecticut Freemasons • November 2022 23ctfreemasons.net

District 3 
Lodges 7, 11, 12, 17, 42, 47, 55, 64, 76, 78

Bro. Mark Cohen.

View of pavilion.

 Bro. Wayne Anderson and Bro. John Stack

Tag Sale Raises Funds for Region 14’s 
Scholarship Fund by Steve Lewis

On Saturday, October 8, the brothers of King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 held a tag sale to 
benefit Region 14’s, scholarship fund.

This community-focused event was the brainchild of Brother Lorenzo Gaudioso, who 
coordinated the event in October 2020, when it was held outdoors and with COVID-19 
protocols strictly enforced. It was such a successful fundraiser that Brother Wayne Anderson 
decided to run it again.

Brother Anderson started months ago, securing a date for the town-owned Hollow Park in the 
center of Woodbury and soliciting items through various channels such as condo associations, 
friends, brothers, and local churches. His goal was to have enough items donated at no cost 
other than the labor to go pick them up. Items began pouring in. Brother Anderson enlisted 
the aid of the lodge as many hands make light work… a recurring theme in King Solomon’s 
Lodge. Brother Anderson also placed road signs about the town and classified ads in the tag sale 
sections of local newspapers.

The day before, brothers loaded a large trailer and three pickup trucks in preparation for the 
following morning. The next morning more brothers showed up with cars full of treasures. 
One man’s trash is another man’s treasure, and it was a great excuse to empty the basement 
and garage.

The sale was set up in the open-air pavilion at Hollow Park and the fun began. No items 
were priced as the goal was to make it a fun time and give the tag sale attendees bargain 
after bargain. Most items went for a dollar, or “fill a box for five.” The lodge wanted to raise 
scholarship funds, present the spirit of Masonry to the community, and make sure everyone 
had a wonderful time. At the end of the day, unsold items were taken to a local Goodwill 
store to avoid sending anything to the landfill.

The day was a joyous event for the tag sale hunters, the brothers and of course, the high 
school students who will benefit from the scholarship funds raised that day.

The brothers who made this happen are Wayne Anderson, Matt Brouillard, Ken Bolin, 
Mark Cohen, Lorenzo Gaudioso, Mitchell Goldburgh, Bill Huber, Steve Lewis, John Novak, 
John Stack, Lee Warner, and Albin Weber. Also, one candidate was hands-on at every step 
along the way.

Bro. Ken Bolin.

Bro. Lee Warner and Bro. Wayne Anderson.
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District 4 
Lodges 1, 9, 16, 22, 30, 38, 63, 66, 77, 79, 87, 89, 97, 115, 125, 332, 401, 500

Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66 Honors First Responders
by David Cole

On the somber anniversary of 9/11, 
Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66, with 
the assistance of the Grand Lodge, 
honored the Branford Fire and 
Police Departments. Rather than 
recognizing a single individual, 
the brothers wished to show their 
appreciation to both departments 
for the service that they provide to 
the community. Brother Charlie 
Miller, the Junior Warden and 
East Haven firefighter, reached 
out to Grand Lodge and to both 
departments to put this event 
together.

(l-r) SW Richard Memmott, Lt. Ramey,  
WM Jonathan Collingwood, JW Charlie Miller.

(l-r) SW Richard Memmott, Deputy Chief Tim Judd, 
WM Jonathan Collingwood, JW Charlie Miller.
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District 5 
Lodges 14, 29, 33, 36, 101, 128, 140, 146, 148

Valley Lodge No. 36 Holds 2nd Annual 
Charity Golf Event by Nate Jillette

On Saturday, September 10, the brothers of Valley Lodge No. 36 hosted a charity golf event 
at the Simsbury Farms Golf Course in Simsbury, to raise funds to increase their end-of-the-
year charitable donations. The event was successful with over 40 golfers at all levels of play, 
and generous hole sponsorships and raffle items donated from many local businesses. 

The afternoon kicked off with a shotgun start at 12:30 p.m. and included on-course 
competitions of the longest drive (men’s winner- Alex Wasz; woman’s winner – Jo Ellen 
Fogarty) and closest to the pin (Jared Petit, 6’4”). The winning foursome of John Calnan, 
Jon Young, Aaron Arsenault, and Shane Dawe finished 8 under par, earning themselves the coveted trophies and a free round of golf!

The evening closed with a teacup raffle and dinner. A special thanks go out to the organizing committee, especially Emily Dawe for the continued 
support and endless efforts she has put in with this event. See you on the green next year! 

Composite Lodge No. 28 Has Busy 
Week Welcoming Visitors and Hosting 
Oktoberfest by Charles Jewart

On Tuesday, September 27, Composite Lodge No. 28 had a visiting brother all the way from 
Edmonton, Canada. WM Adam Pantelimon, from Commercial Lodge No. 81 was in Suffield visiting 
family and after six years of wanting to attend the lodge was finally in town on the night of a meeting. 
The following evening, he attended the 6th District Blue Lodge Council where he brought fraternal 
greetings from MWB Christopher John Uchman, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Alberta to 
our own MWGM Bro. and Rev. Bruce Bellmore. Afterward, Bro. Adam inquired about affiliation, as 
he makes several trips to Suffield a year.

District 6 
Lodges 4, 25, 28, 70, 73, 88, 145, 400

Continued on page 27
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On Saturday, October 1, Composite Lodge held its annual Oktoberfest Festive 
Board. The festivities were run by WB Bill Zimmerman while the kitchen was 
run by WB Eric Pogg. The 40-plus attendees all enjoyed the German dinner 
along with the nine required toasts plus several others. This year brought back 
the vaunted ox-tail soup and everyone in attendance received their own stein to 
take home.
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Washington Lodge No. 70 Confers Entered Apprentice Degree
by Robert Dodge

On Monday, September 26, Worshipful 
Master Kevin Dugdale, assisted by the 
officers and brothers of Washington Lodge 
No. 70 in Windsor, put on a spectacular 
Entered Apprentice Degree for newly 
initiated Brother, John Angelakopoulos. 

On a step-up night, Senior Deacon 
Kenneth Roach III, did an exemplary 
job in the Master’s chair, as did the other 
officers who fulfilled their step-up duties. 
Brother Glen Ellis presented the Apron. 
Brother Jeremy Gaffney explained the Working Tools. WB Jonathan White gave the Lecture. WB Steve Matthews presented the Charge. 

The lodge was also pleased to welcome RWB Gregory Stump, District Deputy for Masonic District 6A. The degree was preceded by a pasta dinner put 
on by Junior Warden, Kenneth Roach II, assisted by the lodge’s culinary team. 

Hartford Evergreen Lodge 
No. 88 Sky Dives to Save Lives
by Pat Jones

Early on July 16, my wife and I were on the road to Ellington Airport 
for “The Sky is the Limit” skydiving fundraiser supporting The Masonic 
Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Program.  RWB Greg Stump, District 
Deputy of Masonic District 6A, President of the Tobacco Valley Blue 
Lodge Council, and Treasurer of Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88, had 
committed to jumping, with an adult family member of his choice, if he 
could raise at least $1,000. By that morning he had easily raised $5,500. 
Greg and his daughter Salem were ready to go.  

Hartford Evergreen Lodge was well represented with spectators as 
Brothers Mike and Cliff McClellan, Duane Mason, Don Robertson, Pietro 
Cerone, and Pat Jones were there to watch. Grand Lodge officers Matt 
Heinrich, his wife Barbara, Joe Porco, Mark Hawkins, and Edward Page 
were there as well. Masons from many parts of the state participated.

The weather was beautiful, cool with high temperatures forecast for 
the low 80s. Although there was much excitement and interest in the 
sky, there were also some real benefits on the ground. The day’s event 
also supported the Rainbow Girls and members of Demolay and the 
Rainbow Girls offered a delicious array of snacks, highlighted by hot 
dogs and hamburgers, that were delicious.  MWB George Grevtak and 
Brother Jerry Nero cooked. The Rainbow Girls also held a raffle with 
some very nice prizes.  

Filled with prizes, food, and fun, the “Sky is the Limit” event was organized 
by RWB Richard Denno, who also jumped that day. It was an enjoyable 
opportunity to meet other Masons and enjoy much fellowship and camaraderie. 

As Brother Stump slowly descended, followed by his daughter Salem, the 
pride of the brothers and their families was obvious.  

RWB Greg Stump and daughter Salem.
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Scottish Rite Council of Deliberation Meets 

On September 23, the Scottish Rite Council of Deliberation met to conduct its yearly business. Additionally, officers of the Valleys who had not 
been previously installed were installed, and the nominees for Sovereign Grand Inspector, 33rd Degree, Honorary Members of the Supreme 
Council were announced.

October 15, 2022  
Semi-Annual Communication 

Grand Lodge A.F.&.M. 
 of Connecticut
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WB Al R.R. Johnson and Cindy Sorrentino.RWB Magliano poses with Giuseppe as the tree 
service widens the fairways.

Pyramid Shriners Golf Tournament 
by Jeffrey Blayman

On September 30, the Pyramid Shriners hosted a fundraiser 
golf tournament in Stratford at Oronoque Country Club. The 
parking lot was full of familiar faces excited to get on the links 

and explore the course. It was a perfectly gray day and thankfully there 
was no inclement weather. An additional psychological hazard, however, 
was the tree removal crews on multiple holes in bucket trucks. 

After the tournament, everyone congregated inside for a barbecue feast 
that left no one hungry, while raffle prizes were called out and winners 
announced. 

Thank you to all the members of the Shrine who organized the event 
as it was an outstanding day.

WB Jeffrey Blayman, RWB Joe Porco, RWB Rinaldo 
Magliano, and RWB Mark Hawkins. 

 From “downtownnnnnn.”

Pyramid Shriner Dances with 
Heart by Donald M. Casey, Jr. 

Noble Illustrious Bill Russo recently competed in the 2022 Dancing with Heart competition at the 
Cedars Banquet Hall in Springfield, Massachusetts. Mr. Russo, and his instructor April Knight, 
choreographed a dance to the song “Word Crimes.” Proceeds from Dancing with Heart competition 

will be donated to Shriners Children’s Hospital in Springfield.

(l-r) Steven Bruner, Donald Casey, Jr. and Illustrious Bill Russo.
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Connecticut Brothers Assist 
GL of Massachusetts in 

Latin Lodge of Instruction 
 by Joseph Grieco

On September 29, brothers from Connecticut, Rhode Island, and 
Massachusetts took part in a special Lodge of Instruction for District 
19 of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. The brothers presented a 

translation of the Middle Chamber into Latin and performed it in medieval garb. 
The “candidates” were treated as if they were accepted as Fellows of the Craft in 
an operative lodge in conjunction with the building of a cathedral or other grand 
structure. The brothers in garb have all been medieval re-enactors for many years. 

WB Steven Mesnick (MA) was the translator and served as SD. WB Gary Dryfoos 
(MA) served as SW. Bro. Joe Grieco (Friendship Lodge No. 145) served as JW. Five 
other brothers served as JD, SS, JS, and two candidates. WM Masella, while not in 
garb, did present his part in Latin, as well.

(l-r front): Dennis Hayworth (JD), Joe Grieco (JW), Gary Dryfoos (SW), 
RW Bryan Simmons (DDGM-19E), RW Michael Gagne (DDGM-19W), 
Steven Mesnick (SD). (l-r rear): Curt Abbot (JS), Frank Kautz (SS), Josué 

Romero (Cand), Paul Vento (Cand), and WB J. P. Masella (WM).

RWB Don Skinner Receives the  
DeMolay Legion Of Honor

by Nate Jillette

On Saturday, October 1, in the presence of family, friends, and brothers, 
the Connecticut State Chapter of DeMolay and members of the 
International Supreme Council of DeMolay invested RWB Don 

Skinner of Valley Lodge No. 36 to the Legion of Honor in his home lodge.

“The Legion of Honor was founded for the purpose of bringing together a select few out 
of the millions who have knelt at the altar of DeMolay. Legion of Honor recipients must 
have actively demonstrated outstanding leadership in some field of endeavor, whether it be 
a civic, professional, fraternal, or spiritual arena. It consists of men who can be implicitly 
relied upon, as the years pass, to aid young men in carrying the ideals of DeMolay into 
every walk of life.”   -DeMolay International

RWB Don joined the Order of DeMolay in 1969 in Charles E. Dagenhardt 
chapter of Bloomington, Illinois. He then moved to Avon Lake, 
Ohio, where he joined Ekal Nova chapter and served as Master 
Councilor.

RWB Don served as a DeMolay state officer and received the Order 
of Chevalier, the highest honor an active DeMolay member can 
receive.

Don has also been active in the International Order of Rainbow for 
Girls, serving as an advisor to Valley Assembly No. 26 which meets 
at Valley Lodge No. 36 building.The ceremony was beautiful and 
impressive.
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IORG Grand 
Officers Confer 

Initiatory Degree  
by Matthew F. Griffin

On Saturday, September 24, the 
Grand Officers of the Connecticut 
International Order of Rainbow for 

Girls held a Grand Officers Night. The Grand 
Officers conferred the Rainbow Degrees on 

Brooklyn Daniels (Norwich Assembly No. 30), 
and Empress Valencia and Mariah McCalla 
(New Britain Assembly No. 6).

Grand Worthy Advisor Brenna Wrinn and her 
team (Grand Worthy Associate Calleigh Cotter, 
Grand Charity Brielle Laferriere, Grand Hope 
Sophia Patterson, Grand Faith Abby Darling, 
Grand Chaplain Sabrina Clar, Grand Drill 
Leader Kaylee Conners, Grand Love pro-tem 
Caitlin Tellier, Grand Religion 
Emily Madeley, Grand 
Nature pro-tem Samantha 

Affricano, Grand Immortality pro-tem Lily 
Daniels, Grand Fidelity Carter Parkinson, 
Grand Patriotism Taylor Batterton, Grand 
Service Sarah Memmott, Grand Confidential 
Observer pro-tem Ashley Memmott and Grand 
Outer Observer pro-tem Kyra Feeney-Wallace) 
portrayed fine degree work in welcoming the 
new members.

Students At Risk – Masonic Model Student 
Assistance Program by Ted Nelson

Brothers, and Ladies of the Eastern Star and 
Amaranth:

I am in search of contacts for a list of those of 
you who are teachers or faculty at public or 
private schools, K-12. I am the state coordinator 
for the Masonic Model Student Assistance 
Program. Some of you may have heard of this 
program. MMSAP was founded over 40 years 
ago by two teachers who are Masonic brothers. 
Brothers Thom Stecher and Larry Newman 
created the Pennsylvania Student Assistance 
Program in the early 1980s. They helped found 
the National Masonic Foundation for Children.

This program is very unique in that it trains 
groups of teachers and faculty members from the 
same school to act as an informal team inside 
their school to identify children at risk. Once 
identified, the team can then recommend proper 
professionals to assist them. The first training 
that I attended in 2018 opened my eyes to the 
challenges that our young people of all ages 
face physical and mental abuse, homelessness, 
bullying, suicidal indicators, etc. 

I have only been able to hold two training classes 
since 2019, and I need more contacts in the 
educational community. That’s where you come 
in. If you could reach out to me, I need to find 

out when principals and superintendents around 
the state are meeting. I’d like to get on their 
schedules as a speaker to tell them about this 
wonderful free program that the CT Freemasons 
have to offer their districts. The classes for the 
teachers and staff are only one to three days long 
depending on their interests and time. 

Please email me at Ted@tjnelsonhomes.com 
or text my cell phone at (860) 235-0770. 
Also please check out our website at NMFC@
MasonicModel.org

Thanks.
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The Bucket List – Part 2: Deceased Donations by Richard F. Denno

It’s been two months since Part 1 of the 
Bucket List was published. Due to the 
unfortunate passing of Jim Gleason, President 

of TRIO (Transplant Recipients International 
Organization,) Part 2 of the Bucket List was 
pushed back, to allow for the publication of 
a tribute honoring Jim. This postponement 
afforded us the opportunity to more thoroughly 
research the benefits of living donation which 
accounts for one-third of all kidneys transplanted 
each year. Below are the benefits, as noted by the 
Mayo Clinic, of living donation.

“Compared with a deceased-donor kidney 
transplant, the benefits of a living-donor kidney 
transplant include:

• Less time spent on a waiting list, which could 
prevent possible complications and deterioration 
of the health of the recipient

• Potential avoidance of dialysis if it has not 
been initiated

• Better short- and long-term survival rates

• Your transplant may be scheduled in 
advance once your donor is approved versus an 
unscheduled, emergency transplant procedure 
with a deceased donor kidney

The risks of a living-donor kidney transplant 
are similar to those of a deceased-donor kidney 
transplant. They include risks associated with the 
surgery, organ rejection, and side effects of anti-

rejection medications.”

Approximately two-thirds of organs currently 
transplanted are known as Deceased Donations, 
those ‘recovered’ from a donor who has passed 
away. Deceased donations include organ, cornea, 
and tissue donations. Deceased organ donation 
is the process of giving an organ or a part of an 
organ, at the time of the donor’s death, for the 
purpose of transplantation to another person. 
Cornea donation restores sight and tissue 
donation helps save and heal lives.

 In order for a person to become an organ 
donor, blood and oxygen must flow through 
the organs until the time of recovery to ensure 
viability. This requires that a person dies under 
circumstances that have resulted in a fatal brain 
injury, usually from massive trauma resulting in 
bleeding, swelling or lack of oxygen to the brain.

Only after all efforts to save the patient’s life 
have been exhausted, tests have been performed 
to confirm the absence of brain or brainstem 
activity, and brain death has been declared, is 
donation a possibility.

The state and national Donate Life Registries 
are searched securely online to determine if the 
patient has personally authorized the donation. If 
the potential donor is not found in the Registry, 
his or her next of kin or legally authorized 
representative (usually a spouse, relative or close 
friend) is offered the opportunity to authorize 

the donation. Once the donation decision 
is established, the family is asked to provide 
a medical and social history. Donation and 
transplantation professionals determine which 
organs can be transplanted and to which patients 
on the national transplant waiting list the organs 
are to be allocated.

Each day, 17 patients die while waiting for 
an organ transplant. Over 880,000 have taken 
place since 1988. In 2021, nearly 20,400 donors 
brought new life to recipients and their families. 
It’s numbers like these; provided through the 
kindness of strangers and loved ones, like yourself, 
that purchase those added Precious Moments to 
those in need. Through your thoughtful generosity, 
they can continue to work on THEIR Bucket List. 

Individuals between the ages of 18-65 who 
register their decision to be a deceased organ, eye, 
and tissue donor through the National Donate 
Life Registry, RegisterMe.org, will also be offered 
the opportunity to register their interest in being 
a living kidney donor.

Remember: Don’t Take Your Organs to Heaven 
– Heaven Knows We Need Them Here!

** NOTE: Much of the information for this 
month’s column is from both Donate Life 
America and The Mayo Clinic. We are most 
appreciative of both organizations

Pyramid Shriners Flip Flapjacks by Donald M. Casey, Jr. 
 

On Sunday, September 25, 
Pyramid Shriners had a family 
pancake breakfast, coordinated 

by the Divan leadership team. Attendees 
enjoyed delicious pancakes, eggs, sausage, 
and bacon.
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District 7 
Lodges 2, 43, 51, 81, 95, 112, 119, 131, 151

Ladies Appreciation and 
Awards Night at Warren 
Lodge No. 51
by Jeffrey Blayman

Making up for lost time due to the COVID-19 delay on numerous 
celebratory occasions, Warren Lodge No. 51 invited 80 brethren, wives, 
and widows to Campagna‘s restaurant in Portland.  The guests enjoy 
a sumptuous buffet and the melodic musings of RWB Rob Krawic on 
the guitar.

There were numerous pins to present, but several were especially heartfelt 
and special.

As the son of a Mason, newly raised Bro. Jacob C. Mumford was 
entitled to wear the Lewis jewel. However, he was in California training 
as a recon Marine, so his father, WB Thomas F. Mumford, and mother, 
Anna, accepted the award for him to the delight of all. 

WB Michael Masselli received a plaque for his dedication throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic and for serving for three consecutive years in 
the East.

RWB James H. Landry received his Past District Deputy jewel with a 
humble heart as the Craft looked on fondly.

The Grand Lodge First Responders Award was presented to Portland Fire 
Chief Robert Shea by RWB Shane Dufresne, Grand Junior Deacon. Chief 
Shea’s dedicated service began when he was only 16 with the fire service of 
Naugatuck. His long and storied career made him a perfect candidate for 
just such an award as his resume of accomplishments was nearly endless.

The last award of the night came just after WB Brett Braccidiferro 
presented Warren Lodge with a surprise gift.  WB Brett has gone above 
and beyond many times and bestowed upon the lodge a portrait of patriot 
and Revolutionary War general Dr. Joseph Warren.  He commented that it 
was the one element the lodge was missing. Walking back to his seat, WB 
Brett was called back to the front and presented with the Mason of the Year 
Award for his dedication to not only his mother lodge but to his affiliate 
Warren Lodge, his district, and his fraternity statewide. A boisterous round 
of applause filled the room as he graciously accepted the honor.

As everyone enjoyed dessert and coffee, people said their goodbyes, and 
the women were presented with roses as a symbol of gratitude for their 
support of each and every brother. Behind every good man is an even 
greater woman.

Service Award recipients were: 5 years - WB Brett O Braccidiferro, Bro. 
Greg Warzecha, Bro. Josh Braccidiferro; 10 years - Bro. Justice Taylor, WB 
Ryan T. Howard; 15 years - WB Robert J. Grismer, Bro. Dan Guillmette; 
25 years - Bro. David Rutter, Bro. Joe Piatti Jr.; 45 years - RWB Richard 
R. Washburn; 60 years - WB Howard J. Swanson, WB Donald Goodrich; 
and 65 years - WB John B. Sterry Sr.

RWB Rob Kraweic of 
Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116 
serenades.

WB Robert J. Grismer receives his  
15-year pin.RWB Richard R. Washburn receives 

his 45-year pin.

WB Fred Marotti and MWB Marshall K. Robinson

WB Howard J. Swanson 
and WB Donald W. 
Goodrich each receive their 
60-year pins. 
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WB Thomas F. Mumford and his wife Anna receive 
their son Bro. Jacob C. Mumford’s Lewis Jewel.

The time Past Master WB Michae S. Masselli.

RWB James H. Landry receives his Past District 
Deputy Jewel.

.

A gift from St. John’s Lodge No. 2 to Warren Lodge 
No. 51, a portrait of Dr. Joseph Warren.

Mason of the Year, WB Brett O. Braccidiferro.

RWB Shane Dufresne presented Chief Robert Shea, Portland 
Fire Department with the Grand Lodge First Responders 

Award as WB Jeffrey A. Blayman looks on.

Walking For 
Children with 

Dyslexia
by Donald M. Casey, Jr.

Scottish Rite Masons held their annual Dyslexia 
Awareness Walk and Fundraiser in the Town 
Plot section of Waterbury on October 2.

This annual walk is designed to bring awareness 
to dyslexia around the state, so families who have 
children who are struggling to read and write 
because of dyslexia can apply to the Children’s 
Dyslexia Centers of Connecticut. Once accepted, 
they will receive one-on-one professional tutoring at 
no cost.

These centers provide the highest quality multi-
sensory reading and written language tutorial 
services for children with dyslexia through a 
network of nationally recognized centers of 
excellence. 

Walking together brings awareness so school-
aged children diagnosed with dyslexia will realize 
that there is help available for them. They need 
help now and the Scottish Rite is here to provide 
them with these professional services. The main 
Dyslexia Center is in Waterbury with satellite 
centers in Bridgeport and Farmington. Should 
you have any questions and/or concerns or want 
to make a charitable donation in support of this 
program, please contact the main Dyslexia Center 
in Waterbury at (203) 465-0830. 
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Right Worshipful and Very Reverend Joseph R. 
Krusienski (Father Joe) was born June 30, 1949, 
in Canonsburg, Pennsylvania. He graduated from 

McMillion High School, and then entered Savonarola 
Seminary of the Polish National Catholic Church. On 
graduating he was ordained by Most Reverend Thaddeus 
Zelinski on January 8, 1970. He was appointed Pastor 
of St. Casimir Church in Wallingford in April 1971, 

by Right Reverend Joseph Soltysiak. Father Joe moved to 
Holy Trinity Church in Plantsville in October 1974, assigned 

by Right Reverend Walter Slowakewicz, and he is still Pastor of Holy 
Trinity after over 50 years. Under his leadership, the parish has raised over 
1 million dollars for various projects and remodeling. He was elevated to 
the title of Very Reverend by Bishop Thomas Gnat in October 1985 and is 
Chairman of the clergy of the Eastern Diocese.

Brother Joe is married to the former Lorraine Drazba He has two 
children from a previous marriage: Jacob and his wife Melissa and 
granddaughters Kyrah and Brnyleigh; Lisa and husband Nicholas Berliner 
and two grandsons Luke and Zachary. 

He has been a member of the Southington Volunteer Fire Department 
since 1977 and he was elected 2nd Lieutenant in 1984, 1st Lieutenant in 
1986, Captain in 1988, and is still serving as Chaplain.

Brother Joe was initiated on January 21, 1974, passed on February 27, 
1974, and raised on March 4, 1974, as a Master Mason in Compass Lodge 
No. 9, Wallingford. He served as Worshipful Master of Compass Lodge in 
1980. He received the Raymond Sutterlin Award for Meritorious Service to 
Compass Lodge in 2017 and serves the lodge as Chaplain. Reverend Joe is 
also a member and Past Chaplain of Ashlar Lodge No. 332. He served the 
Grand Lodge as District Deputy in 2018 and has served as Grand Chaplain 
in 1985 for MWB Arthur W. Kratzert, 1987 for MWB Norman L. 
Getchell, 1992 for MWB Louis Vander Eyk, 2016 for MWB Gail N. Smith, 
2019 for MWB Melvin E. Johnson, and 2020 for MWB Stephen W. Petri.

RWB Krusienski was exalted in Keystone Chapter No. 6 in 1975 and 
served as High Priest in 2012 and 2013. He was Grand Chaplain of the 
Grand Chapter R.A.M. in 2015. Brother Joe joined Hamilton Council 
No. 9, R & SM in 1975 and served as Thrice Ill. Master in 1983 and 
is currently the Treasurer. Brother Joe is Past TI King of the Council of 
Anointed Kings. and has served the Grand Council as Grand Principal 
Conductor of the Work. He joined St. Elmo Commandery No. 9 in 1975 
and served as Commander in 1982 and 1983. Father Joe received the 
James Grace Award for Meritorious Service to St. Elmo Commandery. He 
is an Associate Grand Prelate of the Grand Commandery of Connecticut, 
member of CT York Rite College No. 17, and participates in the Knight 
of York Degree. He is a member and Past Prior of the Knights of the York 
Cross of Honour and an officer of Nutmeg Chapel, Order of St. Thomas 
of Acon.

Brother Krusienski has been a member of the Scottish Rite, Valley of 
New Haven since 1974 and is a Past Most Wise Master of New Haven 

Chapter of Rose Croix. He was coroneted an Honorary Member of the 
Supreme Council, 33rd Degree August 29, 2017.

In recognition of his service to our fraternity, his lodge and community, 
the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the state of Connecticut is pleased 
to present Brother and Very Reverend Joseph R. Krusienski the Pierpont 
Edwards Medal In Bronze for distinguished Masonic service. 

RWB Joseph R. Krusienski Receives Pierpont 
Edwards Medal In Bronze
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For more details about any of these events, please contact the lodge directly. In many 
cases, reservations are required, and they may or may not be open to the public.

All times are supplied by the lodges. The Connecticut Freemasons newspaper 
is not responsible for errors. When traveling, please contact the Secretary of 
the lodge to verify all times and events.

Recurring Events

Every Thursday, Putnam Lodge No. 46, 
Putnam, 7 p.m., Thursday Night Meeting 
Socializing, Rehearsing, Prepping.

Second, Fourth Wednesday of the Month,  
Union Lodge No. 5, Stamford, 7 p.m.,  
Fellowship Night at the Lodge. Open to all brothers,  
friends. Refreshments and discussion. Please call to verify.

Recurring Breakfasts 
 
First Sunday of the Month, Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140,  
Newington, 7 a.m., SBA Breakfast Fundraiser

 
 
 

Second Sunday of the Month,  
Compass Lodge No. 9, Wallingford, 8 a.m.,  
Fellowship Breakfast (8 a.m. to 10 a.m.)  

Third Sunday of the Month, Washington Lodge No. 19,  
Monroe, 8 a.m., Country breakfast 
 
First Thursday of the Month, 8th Masonic District, 
Groton, 9 a.m., Groton Townhouse Restaurant 

Third Saturdy of the Month, Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14, 
Plainville, 8 a.m., Uncle Bob’s Ham & Eggers, 2 Linden Street, Plainville

Events
 
Sun., Nov. 13, Hiram Lodge No. 1, New Haven, Lodge members will be 
cooking a Thanksgiving Meal for the folks at Life Haven. 

This is a family shelter for mothers and their children in need. After we put the 
meal together, we'll deliver it to the folks at the shelter. Please reach out to WB 
Scott Atkins for more info and to sign up to help.

Sun., Nov. 20, 5 p.m., Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125, New Haven, 
Cosmopolitan Lodge 125 Thanksgiving Dinner

Craft At Refreshment

To have your lodge events appear in the newspaper, please update your lodge 
website Google calendars prior to the 10th of the previous month. If your lodge 
needs assistance accessing the website, please have the Master or Secretary or 
Calendar Admin contact Technology Chairman Mike Abrahamson at michael.
abrahamson@ctfreemasons.net.

All times are supplied by the lodges. If there is a dinner, the time in the heading 
reflects that. The Connecticut Freemason Newspaper is not responsible for 
errors. When traveling, please contact the Secretary of the lodge to verify all 
times and events and to inquire about dinner reservations.

Entered Apprentice Degrees 

Wed., Nov. 2, 7:30 p.m., King Solomon's Lodge No. 7, Woodbury

Fellowcraft Degrees

Thu., Nov. 17, 6:30 p.m., Harmony Lodge No. 42, Waterbury, Dinner

Master Mason Degrees   Mon Nov. 7, 6 p.m., Compass Lodge No. 9, Wallingford, Dinner

Thu Nov. 10, 6:30 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1, New Haven, Dinner 

Craft At Labor
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NEW! Effective May 1 for new move-ins: Masonicare is offering Masons, Masonic widows, and the rest 
of the Masonic Family a six-month, 5% discount on base monthly fees (excluding healthcare charges) in our 
Independent Living and Assisted Living communities! These include Masonicare at Ashlar Village, Pond Ridge 
Assisted Living, Masonicare at Chester Village, Masonicare at Mystic, and the Apartments on Masonic Avenue 
in Wallingford – A. Norman Johnson Apartments, Hawkins Apartments, and Wells Apartments – all of which 
offer convenient access to Masonicare Health Center.
 
Additional Concentric Circle Benefits include:

• PRIORITY ADMISSION / ACCESS to Masonicare following the “Concentric Circle” guidelines for 
Connecticut Freemasons, relatives, and appendant bodies

• REDUCED PRICING on applications for our residential communities
• FREE HEARING SCREENINGS in the Masonicare Hearing Center
• FREE BALANCE ASSESSMENTS in the Masonicare Health Center Outpatient Rehabilitation Department
• WAIVED ADVANCE PAYMENTS on Masonicare at Home (in-home, non-medical homemaker-companion 

services)

We are giving Masons and fraternal family members even more reason to choose Masonicare. With benefits 
developed exclusively for Masons, you can be sure you are receiving the best-in-class care and service you 
deserve from the provider you trust.

The Concentric Circle is GrowingThe Concentric Circle is Growing

More benefits for you in 2022!



Save the date for one or all of our In-
Person Nutmegger Reunions!

Dates: 
Wednesday, March 8, 2023, 11 a.m.
Thursday, March 9, 2023, 11 a.m.
Friday, March 10, 2023, 11 a.m.

Progr am will include:
MWB Bruce Bellmore, Most Worshipful Grand Master 

Updates about Masonicare from: 
RWB Robert Polito, Chairman of the Board of Trustees 

WB Jon-Paul Venoit, President and CEO


