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By the time you read this, we will have entered meteorological summer. Meteorologists, it 
seems, can more easily track summer trends, and develop statistics like normal highs and 
lows, when they consider summer to be June, July, and August, as opposed to astrological 

summer which starts around June 20. It would also seem, based on observation of common 
practice, that most Masonic lodges consider summer to be July and August.

While a few lodges in our jurisdiction may elect not to meet in, perhaps, January and February 
when travel may be more difficult, most lodges choose to take July and August off. Note that they 
do not “go dark” in the summer, as many brothers are fond of saying. A lodge goes dark when they 
surrender their charter and shutter their lodge. They also don’t “go gray” as has recently become a 
popular expression. They just simply are not holding stated communications in July and August.

Time off for a lodge can be important. Many companies these days are stressing the need for 
employees to take vacation, to rest and recharge, so that they can return ready to continue their 
work and be productive employees, hopefully with a lot less stress. Lodges can learn quite a bit 
from those companies.

While Masonry in Connecticut seems to be enjoying a mini-surge in good men seeking what 
we have to offer and wanting to become Masons, it is important for the brethren, and especially 
the officers, to rest and recharge as well, and not give in to the temptation to meet “just for a 
degree” or “just to do some business.” Meet to enjoy a picnic or an outing, meet to just enjoy each 
other’s brotherly love and friendship, and remember that those times of just “hanging out with the 
brothers” can be one the best ways to build a stronger lodge. And it never hurts to rest up for the 
“sprint to the finish” as September, October, and November (meteorological autumn, by the way) 
can fly by, and a Worshipful Master will be seeing his successor elected before he knows it.

Even the staff of Grand Lodge Publications gets in on the act. They publish a July issue (to cover 
all the great happenings in June like Grand Masters Day) but then they take a break to rest up for 
the work of the September issue, which actually starts in August.

So, enjoy the summer. Wrap up June’s business, then kick back with a lemonade or something 
stronger, enjoy the sun, enjoy the warm weather, and, as Frankie says…relax.

All of us at Grand Lodge Publications wish you a safe, restful, and enjoyable summer.

Frankie Says…Relax!  
by Frank G. Way
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If your donation is “in honor of”, or “in memory of”, 
(circle one) a loved one, please include their name below: 

 

______________________________________________ 
Please send notice of my gift to: 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

Please have someone contact me about how to 
include the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation 

as a beneficiary in my will. _____ 

The CT Freemasons Foundation is a 501(c)(3) corporation organized 
to accept tax deductible contributions. Your gift may be restricted by 
designating your specific charitable choice from the above list in the 
memo section of your check. 

June 1, 2022 
Dear friends and brothers, 
 
The past year has seen many instances of human suffering: 

• Hurricane Ida destroyed hundreds of homes and Masonic buildings in Louisiana. 
• Tornadoes in Kentucky left a 220-mile-long path of devastation in their wake. 
• Fire swept through the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Rhode Island in Providence, one of the oldest Masonic structures 

in the United States. 
• The Coronavirus Pandemic left brothers in dire financial situations. 

 
In all these terrible situations, the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation has been there to help. The Foundation is a 501(c)(3), 
non-profit organization, coordinating with other non-profits to ensure that these funds go directly to those who need help.  
 
Your generous tax-deductible donations to the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation make it possible for us to reach out and 
assist our brothers and their families throughout Connecticut and around the world. It also enables us to support worthy 
endeavors in our local communities on a case-by-case basis. Our support of the Grand Almoner and the Child Identification 
Program make a positive difference in the lives of those we service. 
 
Please join with me and make your donation today. In this way, we can truly fulfill our Masonic obligation to “…help, aid, 
and assist our brothers.”  Thank you for your support as we continue the good work of Freemasonry. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
 
Rev. and Brother Bruce R. Bellmore 
M.W. Grand Master 2022 
 
Your support for 2021 totaling $128,800 includes donations to: 

¨ Grand Almoner’s Fund  
¨ Grand Lodge Matching Grant Program 
¨ CT DeMolay 
¨ International Order of Rainbow for Girls 
¨ CIP (Child Identification Program) 
¨ The Masonic Charity Foundation/ Quality of Life  
¨ CT Freemasons Foundation General Endowment 
¨ 32nd Degree Children's Dyslexia Center of CT 

¨ George Washington National Masonic Memorial  
¨ Medical Research Lab 
¨ Masonic Model Student Assist Program 
¨ Masonic Service Association 
¨ Organ Donor Project 
¨ Shriners Hospital: Boston Burns Unit/Hospital for 

Children, Springfield 

 
The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation Inc. Board of Directors: 

Christopher J. Earle, Chairman, Trumbull No. 22 
Paul L. Watson, Secretary/Treasurer, Uriel No. 24 
Bruce R. Bellmore, Hiram No. 1 
Robert H. Everest, Valley No. 36 
Edward C. Page, Moriah No. 15 

Joseph J. Porco, Hiram No. 18 
Garret W. Post, Temple No. 16 
O. James Purnell, Fayette No. 69 
Marshall K. Robinson, King Hiram No. 12 

 

NOTE:  Donations can be made via PayPal on the Grand Lodge Website  www.CTFreemasons.net 
 

""""""--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------"""""" 
 

Make check payable to: CT Freemasons Foundation – mail to PO Box 69, Wallingford, CT 06492-0069  
To assist the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation in their ongoing work, I / we donate to the Grand Master’s Appeal as 
follows: 

$1,000  Grand Master donor  $250  Fellowcraft donor 
$500  Master Mason donor  $100  Entered Apprentice donor 
    Other Amount   
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$1,000  _________ Grand Master donor  
$250  _________ Fellowcraft donor
$500 _________ Master Mason donor  
$100  _________ Entered Apprentice donor
Other Amount  $__________

If your donation is “in honor of,” or “in memory of,” (circle one) a loved one, please include 
their name below:
____________________________________________________________________________
Please send notice of my gift to: _________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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My dear brothers,

First, I wish to express my sincere thanks to all who attended the Gala on May 1. I am 
still overwhelmed and deeply honored and humbled by the number who attended. 
Thank you to the brothers of Hiram Lodge No. 1, Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125, and 

the Scottish Rite who made this event possible. The committee did an outstanding job with the arrangements, and I 
have received so many comments from those in attendance that it could not have gone any better. Special thanks to 
the staff at The Woodwinds who made certain that everyone was well taken care of.

On June 11, we will be celebrating “Grand Masters Day” at Masonicare. This year we are returning to our previous 
format with some new additions. The parade will kick off at 10:30 a.m. followed by ceremonies under the big tent. 
There will be new attractions for the children, food, Masonic items for purchase, and fun for all the family. A new 
addition this year will be a Dance Party under the big tent beginning at 1 p.m.!

While it is called, “Grand Masters Day” to honor my good friend, MWB Arnold Holmes, Grand Master of Prince 
Hall, and I, we both realize that this is a day for the residents. To give them an opportunity to reconnect with their 
friends and family. We ask that all lodges, appendant, and concordant bodies be represented on this day. We do not 
want to let our residents down. Once again, this year, the Grand Master’s Trophy will be awarded to the district with 
the greatest representation. Rev. and Brother Carl Anderson has assured me of good weather for the event!

As I travel to our sister jurisdictions, the common theme is a renewed spirit of excitement and interest in our 
fraternity. The lockdowns and deprivation of opportunities for social engagement have stimulated a new interest in 
the fraternity where men can search for “friendship, morality, and brotherly love.” We must do all we can to use this 
opportunity to welcome men of good character to join our fraternity. 

I urge you all to become active in your communities, places of worship, and workplaces, to show the light of 
Freemasonry to all you meet. Let your charity be toward all mankind, and “Be the Light” to those in darkness. Only 
by precept and example, can we show the world a better way forward.

Fraternally,

Grand Master’s Message
by Rev. and Bro. Bruce R. Bellmore

The deadline for the July issue of the Connecticut Freemasons is June 10. Connecticut Freemasons does not 
publish an August issue so articles that do not make the deadline will be held for September. The deadline for 
the September issue is August 10.
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THE MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE
OF ANCIENT FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS

OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT

BRUCE R. BELLMORE
Grand Master 2022
69 Masonic Avenue
Wallingford, CT 06492

CELL
203.800.5348

EMAIL
grandmaster@ctfreemasons.net

May 9, 2022

To the brethren of the several Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut:

A decision concerning the use of Cannabis products at Masonic Buildings and Events

Brethren,

The State of Connecticut, like many other states, has legalized the use of cannabis products by individuals for recreational 
use. Subsequently, I have received several questions regarding its use at Masonic functions and on Masonic property.

While use of cannabis products on your own property is a matter of personal choice, the use at Masonic Buildings or 
events puts the fraternity in liability should someone over-indulge or become ill from their use. Unlike alcohol, where we 
have specific State guidelines, rules and regulations, to attempt to indemnify Lodges and Lodge Officers from alcohol related 
incidents, we do not yet have any such guidelines from the State on how to protect Lodges, Building Corporations, or 
individual Lodge Officers from cannabis related incidents. Further, while the sharing of cannabis infused products, such as 
brownies or gummies, is allowed on private property between friends, doing so at a Lodge meeting could be interpreted as 
distribution, opening the possibility of prosecution.

It is therefore my decision, that all cannabis products for recreational use are banned from Masonic buildings, properties, 
and events until further notice. Brothers who need to use cannabis products for medicinal purposes are allowed to use 
cannabis infused products, such as gummies, but not to smoke cannabis or share cannabis products on Masonic property.

This decision shall take effect immediately.

Fraternally,

 
Rev. and Brother Bruce R. Bellmore 
Most Worshipful Grand Master



Connecticut Freemasons • June 2022 7ctfreemasons.net

 

Michael Matthew Akana 
Putnam Lodge No. 46

Ralph Peter Biondi 
Corinthian Lodge No. 63

Samuel Gene Blonstein
Fayette Lodge No. 69

Bruce A. Brett
Brainard Lodge No. 102

Kenneth W. Chadwick
Manchester Lodge No. 73

Delmar G. Cooke, Jr.
Columbia Lodge No. 25

Lynn E. George
Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Kenneth D. Gertz 
Day Spring Lodge No. 30

Jeffrey Allen Gorski 
Temple Lodge No. 16

Anthony Koban, Jr. 
Liberty Continental Lodge No. 76

Douglas G. Little, Jr. 
Seneca Lodge No. 55

Franklin E. McCoy 
St. Pauls Lodge No. 11

David W. McDonough 
Brainard Lodge No. 102

Richard Francis Miner 
Composite Lodge No. 28

Daniel William O'Grady
Ark Lodge No. 39

Benjamin Chandler Ryder 
Evening Star Lodge No. 101

Clarence E. Schiebel 
Manchester Lodge No. 73

Edward Schilke, Jr. 
St. Johns Lodge No. 2

Robert Clarence Seymour 
Federal Lodge No. 17

Frederick Ralph Shores 
Anchor Lodge No. 112

Frederick Brooks Storms 
St. Peters Lodge No. 21

Russell Frederick Swanson 
Corinthian Lodge No. 63

Robert Perry Ulrich 
Columbia Lodge No. 25

Walter August Von Hone 
Manchester Lodge No. 73

Robert H. Weidlich 
Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145

We offer our condolences to the families and friends  
of those brothers who have been called by  

The Grand Architect of the Universe
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Connection with people is an essential aspect of our society. 
We seek out and lean on human interaction when we are 
experiencing the stress of life’s challenges. Certainly, events 

of the last two years have challenged us all in ways we could not 
have imagined, especially because they impeded those interpersonal 
connections we crave.

What’s going to make this month so special for Masonicare 
and for me, personally, is because it’s going to offer many 
opportunities to reconnect, face-to-face, with our employees 
across the state, members of the Masonic family, friends in the 
community, and others.

The 2022 Masonic Communities & Services Association (MCSA) 
annual conference returns to Masonicare at Mystic June 5-7. We’re 
looking forward to hosting representatives from other Masonic-
sponsored human-service organizations and charities to share 
resources and learn from one another.

Then comes our Grand Masters Day Family Festival on June 
11 on the Wallingford campus of Masonicare Health Center. 
We’ll welcome MW Grand Master Bruce Bellmore and MW 
Grand Master Arnold Holmes of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of 
Connecticut and there will be a parade with bands, motorcycles, 
antique cars, marching units, and a competition for Masonic 
districts for the Grand Master’s Cup for the best attendance 
of a Masonic district (for which I hope there will be strong 
competition!). There will be plenty for the kids to do and, as always, 
admission is free.

And all throughout the month, 
I’ll be attending Employee 
Appreciation events at Masonicare 
locations across the state, including 
the new Eastern Regional Branch 
of Masonicare Home Health & 
Hospice in Norwich.

Since this is a popular time of year 
for people to relocate, and when 
we historically see an influx of new 
residents at our Independent Living 
and Assisted Living communities, 
I want to remind you again of the special benefits Masonicare is 
offering Masons, Masonic widows, and the rest of the Masonic 
family under our Concentric Circle Policy. These include 
discounted base monthly fees for six months at our Independent 
Living and Assisted Living communities across the state.

Hope to see you all soon!

Sincerely and fraternally,

From the Desk of Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit
President & CEO of Masonicare

DEE’S ANTIQUES  
$ PAYS $ TOP DOLLAR sg 203-235-8431

BUYING Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Coins, Military Items, 
Musical Instruments, Old Advertising Signs & Memorabilia, 
Fishing & Hunting Equipment, Vintage Toys, Comic Books, 
Antique Furniture, Anything Old & Unusual 

Serving Community & Family Respectfully for Over 50 Years
Call Thomas Spratta at 203-235-8431

600 West Main St., Meriden, CT 06451
TJS600@cox.net
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We are your Masonicare.
For more information, please call 1-800-982-3919 or visit masonicare.org

Right Worshipful Bro. Gary Cohen, Associate Grand 

Almoner for District 4, has told the origin story of Masonicare 

– about how Freemasons turned a $332 nest egg into a state-wide 

healthcare provider for seniors – more times than he can count. 

It’s a great story, but it doesn’t really explain who we are and what we do. 

Our President and CEO, WB Jon-Paul Venoit, likes to say “Masonicare is in the 

people business.” And for good reason. 

Both of Bro. Gary’s late parents utilized Masonicare’s services, but his mother’s journey 

through our continuum was more recent and extensive. Prior to her passing in 2019 at the 

age of 102, Bernice Cohen – Bunnie, to those who knew and loved her – used Masonicare 

assisted living services at Smithfield Gardens as well as outpatient rehab, skilled nursing, 

memory care, and behavioral health at Masonicare Health Center.

“Masonicare took phenomenal care of my mother,” Bro. Gary said. “They took great care of our  

entire family.”

Bro. Gary speaks with great fondness and admiration for the CNA who stayed with his mother even 

after Bunnie had been moved to a different unit to ease the transition. And another CNA who would 

take residents by the hand, even if they were in a wheelchair, and dance with them and sing to them. 

And the admissions counselor who responded so quickly to accommodate a lodge brother in urgent 

need of rehab services.

Our employees’ compassion and willingness to go above and beyond for those in our care make  

these and so many other Masonicare experiences possible. They have helped make Masonicare the 

No. 1 nonprofit provider of healthcare and retirement living options for seniors in Connecticut.

Creating “Masonicare 
Experiences” for the ones 
you love

Bernice Cohen
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Dana Francis Basto
Putnam Lodge No. 46

Ronald Martin Dworkin
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Carroll W. Hersom
Somerset St. James Lodge No. 34

Harvey L. Maron
Sequin Level Lodge No. 140

Harry Sanders Nichols, Jr.
Composite Lodge No. 28

Richard Albert Reynolds
Temple Lodge No. 16

Edward John Ross
Liberty Continental Lodge No. 76

Timothy F. Schildge
Madison Lodge Lodge No. 87

Clark W. Sheck
Harmony Lodge No. 67 

George A. Stickels
Seneca Lodge No. 55

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR 50-YEAR BROTHERS!

 

 
Moriah Lodge No. 15 

James Daniel Champlin
Bruce Ernest Crossman, II 

Temple Lodge No. 16 
Andrew Jason Kazimer

Federal Lodge No. 17 
Jeremiah John Federich

Harmony Lodge No. 42 
Benjamin Wilson Concepciõn

Joseph Dillion Morais

Putnam Lodge No. 46 
Travis Franklin Turner, lll

Wolcott Lodge No. 60
Michael David James Boutin

William Dean
Matthew Sears Holden

Acacia Lodge No. 85
Frank B. Ryan, Jr.

Ivanhoe Lodge No. 107
Ronald Telemarque

WELCOME TO OUR NEW BROTHERS!
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In May, the Valley of Hartford 
portrayed the Feast of the Paschal 
Lamb, and held its Annual Meeting 

and Election of Officers for the upcoming 
Scottish Rite year of 2022–2023. 

Also, in May, some of our members saw 
their children or grandchildren graduate 
from college. For the 24 applicants for the 
Supreme Council’s Abbott Scholarships 
or the Ill. Sterling N. Viets, 33rd Valley 
of Hartford scholarships, there is no 
information yet as to who is receiving which 
scholarship. However, if the 24 applicants 
provided the necessary documents when 
applying, all will receive one of the two 
types.

At the Annual Meeting Bro. Mark E. 
Blackaby, 32nd, was elected Thrice Potent 
Master of the Charter Oak Lodge of 
Perfection; Bro. Thomas A. Duclos, 32nd, 
was elected Sovereign Prince of Hartford 
Council Princes of Jerusalem; Bro. Deepak 
C. Saluru. 32nd was elected Most Wise 
Master of Cyrus Goodell Chapter of Rose 
Croix; and Bro. Walter Grube, 32nd, 
MSA, was elected Commander-in-Chief 
of Natthan Hale Consistory for the next 
two years. Bro. David C. Lockard, 32nd, 
was elected as Valley Treasurer, while Ill. 
Bro. Tony S. Angelica, 33rd, was re-elected 
Valley Secretary. The names. and titles of 
the other elected and appointed officers of 
the four bodies will appear in the Calendar 
of Events and Directory for 2022-2023. 
We all wish them good luck as they portray 
their degrees on the next class of candidates 
and for any programs that they may be on 
charge of.

Since we are now heading into the summer 
months, I hope that you will enjoy your 
summer. But what’s next on the agenda? 

June 2022
On June 11, we celebrate Grand Masters 

Day. It’s a fun day for all, not just for 
Masons and our family members, but also 

for the public. Wouldn’t it be great if 
we could see us marching in the parade 
behind a banner that read, “Scottish 
Rite Masons” followed by a gathering 
of brothers, current and past officers, 
MSA’s, and 33rds from the four Valleys 
parading in their caps? It would look like 
a beautiful rainbow of color. So, gather 
one and all, and plan to attend this year’s 
event from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Also in June, the Valley will hold its 
2nd Annual Fishing Trip. The date will 
be announced shortly by email.

On June 17, the Annual Meeting and 
Luncheon of the Scottish Rite Foundation 
will take place. All members of the 
Foundation will be notified with detail by 
the Foundation’s Secretary. Any member 
of the Valley of Hartford who would 
like more information about joining the 
Foundation should talk to any officer of 
the Foundation or Valley Secretary, Ill. Bro. 
Tony Angelica, 33rd.

 
July 2022

In July, the Cyrus Goodell Chapter of 
Rose Croix will portray a live 18th Degree 
on July 14. On July 23, the Valley will 
hold its Annual 5K Run/Walk to support 
the Childrens Dyslexia Center. If you are 
available to help, please contact the Valley 
Secretary for an assignment or show up 
that day.

 
August 2022

On August 18, the Valley will hold the 
Annual Workers Appreciation Dinner and 
Installation of Officers. On September 3, the 
Valley hold host the Annual Family Picnic. 
More information on both events will appear 
in the July issue of the Connecticut Freemasons 
newspaper, and via email. 

 Stay safe and enjoy the summer!

Valley of Hartford, AASR
by David R. Blythe, Sr. 

To the Wives and Mothers of  
The Valley of Hartford: 

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY! 

And as we celebrate Memorial Day, 
To Those Members of The Valley of Hartford 
Who Served or are Currently Serving in the 

Armed Services:
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE! 

• 

We are now accepting applications for our next 
class. See what we have to offer by visiting our 

website: www.valleyofhartford.org  
Or, learn more about the Scottish Rite by 

visiting the Supreme Council NMJ website.

•
 

For more information about becoming a member 
of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, or to receive 

a copy of a Scottish Rite informational DVD .…
 Contact Tony Angelica, 33º, at the  

Valley of Hartford, AASR: (860) 666-0712  
Email: office@valleyofhartford.com

www.valleyofhartford.org

Save the Date
Monday, February 20, 2023 

for the 
Re-enactment of the  

Cornerstone Dedication of the  
George Washington National Memorial 
Come and Join your Brothers at the Memorial  

for this Historic National Masonic Event!
The Memorial is a National Historic 
Landmark that stands as American 

Freemasonry's tribute to George 
Washington and the values of Freedom. 

The forms to become a charter member of 
the George Washington Memorial Society, 
other means of support, and to become 
a member of the Society of Washington 
Lodges, are on the website gwmemorial.org. 
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The sounds of the bagpipes have 
a way of bringing grown men to 
tears (or sometimes to war). If you 

have not heard Amazing Grace played on 
the pipes you are missing out. The Sphinx 
Shrine Highlanders, organized in 1966, and 
originally named the Sphinx Temple Bagpipe 
Band, have been entertaining the masses for 
56 years. Over the years, they have performed 
at countless Shrine Ceremonials, Potentate’s 
Receptions, Shrine Parades and Blue Lodge 
installations. The Highlanders also play in 
non-Shrine parades, competitions, pipe 
band performances, memorial services, and 
Highland performances.

The oldest Shrine pipe band, founded in 
1934, the Alhambra Shriners 
Highlander Pipes and Drums is 
the oldest continually operating 
Shrine pipe band in North 
America. The Highlanders 
perform at various parades and 
events around the Tennessee 
Valley. The band and individual 
members of the band perform 
for funerals, weddings, and 
other special events. 

Our neighbors to the 
South, Pyramid Shriners 
in Stratford, have a very 
successful unit called Pyramid 
Shrine Pipes and Drums. 
This unit had been going 
strong since 1970. I have seen 
them practice at all times of 
day and night, even standing on the beach at the Mid Atlantic 
Shrine Association meetings in Virginia Beach as the waves 
come crashing ashore. They have also won many awards and 
competitions over the years. 

Bagpipes are a woodwind instrument using enclosed reeds fed 
from a constant reservoir of air in the form of a bag. A set of 
bagpipes minimally consists of an air supply, a bag, a chanter, 
and usually at least one drone. Many bagpipes have more than 
one drone (and, sometimes, more than one chanter) in various 
combinations, held in place in stocks—sockets that fasten the 

various pipes to the bag. Though the 
bagpipes may be harder to play than 
other instruments for some, for others 
it’s as simple as breathing. 

The Sphinx Highlanders are not just 
about the pipes. Snare and tenor drums are 
just as important in a group performance, each of which is tuned to a 
precise pitch. Pitch selection per drum is chosen from, and tuned to, 
the bagpipes, whose chanter is only capable of nine different pitches.

The Highlanders once had three variations of uniform when 
performing. When events required formal dress, they were attired 
in bright red military doublets (tunics) and feather bonnets. The 
full-dress uniform was fashioned in the style of the former Queen’s 
Own Seaforth Highlanders. A black waist belt, black cross belt, plaid, 
military horsehair sporran and white spats completed this formal 
attire. The kilt tartan was, and remains, the Ancient MacKenzie. In 

warmer months, they switched 
to white short-sleeved shirts 
and Glengarry caps. Cooler 
weather afforded them to wear 
black military style sweaters, 
over the white shirts. Today, 
with the astronomical cost of 
replacing formal military style 
uniforms, the Highlanders 
presently appear in black vests, 
white shirts, red ties, Glengarry 
caps and non-horsehair sporrans. 
This alternative has proven to 
be a more financially acceptable 
alternative, while affording them 
the opportunity to retain the 
Scottish theme. 

Do you have a sincere desire, 
and the determination, to become a member of the Sphinx 
Highlanders? If so, and if you’re willing to make the commitment, 
stop by and visit with us on one of our practice nights. We practice 
on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month at 7:30 
p.m. at our Shrine Center. The first Wednesday of each month is 
reserved for our business meeting. There is no practice on the third 
Wednesday as this is the Shrine’s monthly meeting night. Training 
on the pipes and the drums will be afforded. If you would like 
more information about the Sphinx Shriners, please register online 
at www.BeAShrinerNow.com or contact Noble Eric Pogg at 860-
803-0784 or at ejpogg@gmail.com.

Sphinx Shrine News
by Eric Pogg

 Sphinx Shriners 

 

The Mission of Sphinx Shriners is to:
• Be the premier fraternal organization for men of good character.
• Provide attractive, quality programs and services for its 

members, their families, and their friends in a spirit of fun, 
fellowship, and social camaraderie.

• Foster self-improvement through leadership, education, the 
perpetuation of moral values, and community involvement.

• Serve mankind through the resources of its philanthropy, 
Shriners Children’s. 
If you would like more information or an application to  
Sphinx Shriners for the Spring Ceremonial, please register  
oline at www.BeAShrinerNow.com or contact Noble Eric  

Pogg at 860-803-0784 or at ejpogg@gmail.com

3066 Berlin Turnpike 
Newington, CT 06111

860-666-5449 
www.sphinxshriners.org
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June sees the Valley of Bridgeport and the Lafayette Consistory 
shifting gears into summer mode, with live degrees and plenty of 
outdoor family life fun over the next few months.

Labor continues Saturday July 23, with a live presentation of the 7th 
Degree at 11 a.m., and a video rendition of the 24th Degree, followed by 
a luncheon at the Pyramid Shrine next door. If you are starting on your 
Scottish Rite path this summer, please make the office aware that you need 
the 4th Degree as well, and that will be presented on video at 10:30 a.m.

The emphasis this season are the family life events. Members, please take 
note of the following:

• June 18: Bus Trip to Red Sox 
vs. St Louis Cardinals at Fenway Park, 
Sam Adams Brewery ($95/person)

• June 25: Bus Trip to Dinner 
and Show at the Goodspeed Opera and 
Gelston Houses in Haddam ($95/person)

• July 10: Ferry Trip to Port 
Jefferson from Bridgeport ($20/person)

• July 16: Bus Trip to Rhinebeck 
Aerodrome w/ dinner at the Beekman 
Arms ($65/person)

• August 6: Annual Clambake 
picnic in Booth Park, Stratford ($10/
person)

• August 12: Scotch and Cigar 
Nite in Stamford, 75 Research Drive 
($15/person)

• August 27: Bus Trip to Norman Rockwell Museum, then Michael 
Tilson Thomas Night at Tanglewoods, Lenox, MA, with piano pordigy 
Alexander Malofeev.

For more information, payment and other details please call the 
Consistory office at (203) 375-0064. Early reservations are a MUST as 
these events close out quickly.

“I am certain that I have been here as I am now a thousand times before, 
and I hope to return a thousand times.” 
 -- Brother Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe, Letter to I. Falk

Our Blue Lodge ritual emphasizes the need to subdue our passions 
early on in our Entered Apprentice days. This work, the subduing of the 
passions, is necessary if we are to begin earnestly transmuting our souls 
from a passive slumbering state to one of spiritual perfection. In most 
men the soul remains dormant, giving way to the desires, preferences 
and passions of the animal personality that is ingrained in the temporary 
vehicle (the body) that accompanies it during a lifetime. 

This search for the literal light within, which is the subject of much 
Masonic thought and comment, is the object of what some call the “Great 

Work.” While the personality, whose mortal time span is limited, can 
affect great feats of logic and mental manipulation, the soul is capable of 
other feats which are not understood, or given credence, in this almost 
solely materialistic society. 

Many of us have had intuitive glimpses into matters in the future. The 
whole realm of unexplained phenomena is dismissed as coincidence. 
Brother Albert Einstein, who penned his Theory of Special Relativity, 
hinted that the dimension of time moves relative to an observer. If we do 
not dismiss that who we truly and immortally are but an infinitesimal 
element of light, a smidgeon of Deity encased in a physical vehicle, 

then many things are made 
understandable. Light travels 
at great speed, and time, as set 
forth by Brother Einstein, is 
relative to the observer. The soul’s 
consciousness, in other words, is 
not bound in linear time. 

Artists and writers, people who 
typically turn the emphasis and 
attention of their lives inward, are 
well known for positing future 
events and technologies in their 
works. A stark and uncannily 
accurate writing happened in 
a novel written by Morgan 
Robertson entitled Futility, or the 
Wreck of the Titan in 1898. The 
novel was written 14 years before 
the sinking of the famous ocean 

liner HMS Titanic. Had passengers who had boarded the Titanic read the 
novel, I am sure they would never have booked passage on that fateful 
April voyage. 

Robertson’s novel was about an unsinkable new liner whose name was 
the Titan. The similarities do not end there. Both hit icebergs in April, the 
Titan displaced 75 million tons whereas the Titanic displaced 66 million 
tons. The overall length of the Titan was 800 feet whereas the Titanic was 
882 feet. Both could travel at 25 knots. Both were deemed state of the art 
and unsinkable, and both carried insufficient lifeboat capacity bowing to 
design pressures. The similarities speak for themselves. 

The soul has immense faculties and capabilities, but in order to access 
them the labor which is proscribed gently and fleetingly in our rituals must 
be assiduously attended to.

Fiat Lux!

As always, the Valley of Bridgeport, stands ready to help further your 
understanding of the Three degrees of Freemasonry. Should you have questions 
about the Scottish Rite, please feel free to contact me at the email address above 
or call the Consistory office at (203) 375-0064.

Subdued Passions: How the Titan Foresaw 
the Titanic by John A. Amarilios, membership@lafayetteconsistory.com

SCOTTISH RITE DEGREES 
  

Sat., July 23 - Stratford at 11 a.m. 
7th Degree (live) and 24th Degree (digital)  

with a luncheon following the degrees.  
Degrees start at 7:30 p.m. and dinners  
are at 6 p.m. unless otherwise stated, 

in the Shrine building. 
 

Reservations required. Call the 
Consistory Office at 203-375-0064. 

Meals and degrees are subject to Health Dept.  
edicts in affect at the time of the event.
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District 1 
Lodges 3, 5, 6, 8, 19, 65, 67, 85, 104, 109, 107, 142, 144, 149

America-St. John’s 
Lodge No. 8  
Celebrates Easter
by Donald M. Casey, Jr.

Masons from America-St John’s Lodge No. 8 in 
Stratford, celebrated Easter with their annual Family 
Pancake Breakfast. Brothers cooked up scrumptious 
flapjacks with sausage and muffins. Children in 
attendance scavenged for more than 200 eggs filled 
with all kinds of goodies. The Easter Bunny made a 
special appearance and posed for pictures. Pyramid 
Shriner Clowns entertained the guests with balloon 
animals and games. 

Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3 
Passes Two to the Degree of 
Fellowcraft by Fritzner Erauda

On the evening of April 21, the brothers of Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 
3 passed two Entered Apprentices to the degree of Fellowcraft in front 

of almost 30 brothers. In what has became somewhat of a tradition at 
Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge, the new Fellowcrafts were welcomed by the 
lights of just several lanterns hanging on the ceiling. The effect made 
the ceremony solemn and memorable not only to the newly admitted 
Fellowcrafts, but to all the brothers present. The evening’s Middle 
Chamber lecture was delivered by the Worshipful Master of the lodge. 

The brothers of 
Fidelity-St. John's Lodge 

with several visiting brothers.
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District 2 
Lodges 13, 18, 21, 39, 40, 48, 49

Ark Lodge No. 39 Gives to Local Charity
by Daniel W. Nichols

On April 13, Ark Lodge No. 39 gave back to their local community. There is a famous say-ing, “Think Globally, Act Locally.”  Ark Lodge found a local 
need and assisted Dream Come True of Western Connecticut. This charity does have a national presence, but with local chapters so their efforts reach 
local people. Their goal is to fulfill the dreams of seriously, chronically, and terminally ill children, ages 4 to 19 years. The local chapter covers Fairfield, 
Litchfield, and New Haven Counties. This is a charity where you see the local children that are helped. 

Worshipful Master Greg Stackpole gave a large check, literally, in the amount of $1,000. Help-ing others is the core of the fraternity. Ark Lodge No.39 
is showing the light of the way. 

Dream Come True’s website is www.dreamcometruect.org. 

Washington Lodge No. 19 
Raises Three Master Masons
by Roy Nealon

Washington Lodge No. 19 raised three brothers. Special thanks to all the 
brothers who participated, a very special night. Congratulations to the new 
Master Masons.
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District 3 
Lodges 7, 11, 12, 17, 42, 47, 55, 64, 76, 78

Raising a New Brother at 
King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7
by Steve Lewis

On the evening of May 4, King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 conferred the 
Sublime Degree of Master Mason to a rising star, Brother Sultan Ayash.

Worshipful Master Douglas Barry, Jr. presided over the evening’s 
ceremony with assistance in the west by WB Daniel Reeve of Seneca Lodge 
No. 55, who is also Associate Grand Marshal of District 3A and Almoner 
from District 3A.

King Solomon’s Lodge was honored with the attendance of the 
candidate’s cousin, Bro. Bilal O. Tajildeen of Evening Star Lodge No. 101 
in Unionville. Bro. Tajilden, and Bro. Ayash’s father-in-law both hail from 
the same lodge and were instrumental in inspiring his interest in Masonry, 
as well as instructing him on his path to Master Mason.

Brother Ayash was born in Beirut, Lebanon, where he was raised, 
schooled, and attended university, obtaining his BA in Banking and 
Finance. He worked in the financial arena in Lebanon, then spent six years 
in the same field in Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. Eight years ago, he followed 
his heart and entrepreneurial spirit, moved to Watertown to entice his 
long-time girlfriend to marry him, and he and his wife now have two 
children, ages three and five.

He has also been successful with his career choice. While spending 
time in the financial industry, Brother Ayash realized that being desk and 
computer bound was not a way of life conducive to his wellbeing. He 
considers himself primarily to be a people person. He enjoys the face-to-
face contact of dialog, is contagiously congenial, and sincerely interested 

when he looks you in the eye. He believed that going into a retail trade 
would be the most satisfying outlet for his personality and the best way to 
apply his passion and ambition to achieve his dream.

Bro. Ayash owns and operates Liquor Super Store in Watertown. His 
customers consistently rate his store five out of five stars. He is personable, 
honest, and always willing to engage and freely convey his knowledge. Going 
out of his way to make your day easier is Bro. Ayash’s standard mode.

King Solomon’s Lodge welcome Brother Sultan Ayash. May we impart to 
you as much as you impart to us.

Bro. Sultan Ayash, WM Douglas Barry, Jr., and Bro. Bilal Tajildeen.

Harmony Lodge No. 42 
Celebrates Cinco de Mayo 
with Table Lodge; Attends 
Garibaldi Lodge 
by Joseph M. Pisani

Harmony Lodge No. 42 in Waterbury held a table lodge on 
Thursday May 5, celebrating Cinco de Mayo, with steak and chicken 
tacos and burritos. The meal was prepared by RWB Marty Macary, 
Bro. Gerry Matthews, WB Hal Elwell, and Bro. Frank Pisani. 

The following day, Friday May 6, the brothers from the lodge 
traveled to Manhattan to attend Garibaldi Lodge No. 542’s world 
renowned Entered Apprentice Degree, commonly referred to as the 
“Italian Degree.” The history of this lodge and its degree work is 
particularly unique and historic. 

WB Joe Pisani, Bro. Kevin Kazlauskas, WB Ken Tarwood, Bro. Frank Pisani,  
and Bro. Jason Gadue on the way to New York.

Continued on page 17
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King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 Does It Again! by Steve Lewis

Each year, 1.9 million people will be diagnosed with cancer. For those undergoing 
chemotherapy treatments, a blood transfusion gives relief from some symptoms 
and improves their quality of life. Cancer patients use nearly one-quarter of the 
blood supply – more than patients fighting any other disease – but only 3% of 
Americans donate blood in a given year. Three percent!

There is probably not a single brother within this Masonic jurisdiction who 
has not been impacted by cancer one way or another… either a friend, a relative, 
a loved one, or themself. The American Red Cross provides one of the most 
necessary items to ensure a higher survival rate: transfusions of plasma, whole 
blood, or platelets. Those life-giving components come only from a single 
source… blood donors.

The brothers of King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 in Woodbury decided to stand 
with those three percenters. In a coordinated effort with the American Red Cross 
of Farmington, they sponsored a blood drive at the Woodbury Senior Center on 
April 24. It was the second blood drive the lodge has co-sponsored in the past 
six months.

The King Solomon’s Lodge annual budget sets aside a few dollars to 
benefit charitable organizations within the community. For this event, a 

Bro. Frank Pisani, Bro. Giuseppe Pisani, WB Lorenzo Cesare, WB Joe Pisani,  
and Bro. Jason Gadue at Garibaldi Lodge.

Garibaldi Lodge No. 542 and Harmony Lodge No. 42 pins

RWB Marty Macary, MWB Tom Maxwell, Bro. Kevin Kazlauskas, and 
Bro. Manny Tirado at the table lodge.

In 1864, a group of Italian Masons led by WB Attilio Massabo was issued a charter 
from the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State of New York to become the 
first Italian speaking lodge in the United States. It is named after the “hero of two 
worlds,” MWB Giuseppe Garibaldi. MWB Garibaldi was, at that time, not only 
regarded as a brilliant general, accomplished statesman, and the Great Unifier of the 
Italic peninsula, but was also the MWGM of the Grand Orient of Palermo, and he 
personally thanked the brothers of the New York City lodge named in his honor. 

Once the EA Degree and the evening’s events had concluded, WB Joe Pisani and 
the brothers of Harmony Lodge met on the level with WB Lorenzo Cesare and the 
brothers of Garibaldi Lodge, to thank them for their wonderful hospitality and an 
excellent degree. They presented them with a copy of the history of Harmony Lodge 
No. 42. WB Lorenzo thanked the Waterbury brothers for their good fellowship and 
continued support and wished them safe travels.

District 3 continued from on page 16

l-r front) Matthew Brouillard, John Stack, (l-r rear) WM Douglas Barry, Jr., 
Marc Cohen, Steve Lewis, Wayne Anderson, Mitchell Godlburgh, 

and Stephen Saxton.

Continued on page 18
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portion of these funds were used to 
purchase an advertisement in the 
local community newspaper, Voices. 
Additionally, the brothers placed posters 
about town in the local merchant shops, 
listed the event on the lodge Facebook 
page and notified the brothers via email 
and a “call-em-all.” King Solomon 
Lodge’s active participation doubled 
the number of donors from the average 
Woodbury Blood Drive event.

As with the prior blood drive, the 
American Red Cross made participation 
easy. On the day of the drive, brothers 
served at the registration table and 
at the canteen, where donors receive 
refreshment after donating. All supplies 
were provided by the American Red 
Cross. Volunteer participation frees up the Red Cross personnel to spend their time 
processing donors, rather than having to allocate resources to administration and 
attending the donors after they have competed their donation.

A total of 52 donors attended, giving of themselves to help others in need. Once 
the red cells, platelets and plasma are separated, the donations will impact 156 
patients. What a great feeling of joy, serenity, and accomplishment knowing that our 
single day of activity eased some of the suffering of those most in need.

To become involved with sponsoring a local blood drive, contact Claudette 
Plasczynski at (860) 609-2251 or Claudette.plasczynski@redcross.org.

John Stack

(l-r) WM Douglas Barry, Jr. Bill Hubert, John Novak, Wayne Anderson,  
and David Friebel.

(l-r) Mitchell Goldburgh, Albin Weber, Mark Cohen, and David Friebel.

District 3 continued from on page 17

Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66, St. Alban’s Lodge No. 38 and 
Annawon Lodge No. 115 Perform 
Fellowcraft Degree by David Cole

Recently Widow's Son Lodge No. 66 and St Albans Lodge No. 38 performed a 
joint Fellowcraft Degree to pass Brother Charles Uschak of Widow’s Son Lodge 
and Brother Salvatore Migliaro from St. Albans Lodge.

There were 28 brothers from various lodges present, including three sitting 
Worshipful Masters: WM Jonathan Collingwood of Widow's Son Lodge, WM John 
Kelley of St Alban’s Lodge and WM John Garcia of Annawon Lodge No. 115.

This degree was truly a joint effort, with WM Collingwood in the East and 
St. Alban’s SW Colin Souney in the West for the first half of the degree. The 
Middle Chamber lecture was split between Bro. Jim Fennel, WB David Cole, 
Bro. Ron Ferris, and WB Mike Ganci. The First Section Lecture was given by 
Bros. Charles Miller and Rich Memmott. The Charge was given by WB Kyle 
Pdpoluca of Annawon Lodge.

District 4 
Lodges 1, 9, 16, 22, 30, 38, 63, 66, 77, 79, 87, 89, 97, 115, 125, 332, 401, 500
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Reopening Ashlar Lodge  
No. 332 for Awards 
Presentation by John M. Chan

With the sound of the gavel, Worshipful Master John M. Chan opened 
Ashlar Lodge No. 332 at 10 a.m. on April 11, at Ashlar Village, after more 
than two years of shut down due to COVID-19. In the interest of keeping 
residents of Ashlar Village safe, all business of Ashlar Lodge had been 
conducted virtually since March 9, 2020. 

In attendance were WMGM Bruce R. Bellmore; RWB Carl H. 
Anderson, Grand Almoner; MWB Charles B. Fowler; MWB Alexander 
Jarvis, PGM Prince Hall; RWB Daniel M. Luft, District Deputy of 
District 4C; WB Nick Barnes, Associate Grand Marshal of Distric 4A; 
and WB JP Venoit, Masonicare President and CEO. Also attending were 
eight Past District Deputies, four Past Associate Grand Marshalls, five Past 
Masters of Ashlar Lodge, eight 50-year Masons and eight recipients of the 
Pierpont Edwards Medal in Bronze, and 31 brothers.

After a brief business meeting, the WM called the lodge to refreshment 
for the Annual Service Awards presentation. MWGM Bellmore was then 
received. MWB Bellmore, assisted by RWB Luft and WB Barnes presented 
the 50-year pins and certificates to MWB Jarvis and RWB Edgar Valente, 
both of whom are charter members of Ashlar Lodge. WM Chan presented 
the incremental service pins and certificates to the brothers present.

Brothers recognized for their service were: 10 Years: Christian Godbout; 
15 Years: Konstantinos Antoniou, J. Michael Wolf; 20 Years: Stephen 
B. McPherson, Robert A. Simon, and Sam R. Turgeon; 25 Years: John 
L. Anderson, Robert J. Knowles; 30: Craig A. Pease; 35 Years: Scott T. 
Sherrick; 45 Years: William S. Clark; 55 Years: Richard C. Memmott Sr.; 
60 Years: Lewis P. Bither, Leonard H. Bucher, Richard A. Eppler, and 
Richard V. Travis.

The lodge was called back to labor at the conclusion of the Awards 
Presentations. MWGM Bellmore gave a presentation of his year’s programs 
before the lodge was closed. Following the meeting, a light luncheon was 
served, hosted by RW Edgar Valente and his wife Becky.

WB Chan presenting 60-year award to WB Dick Eppler.

50-year awards (l-r) RWB Luf, MWB Jarvis, RWB Valenti, MWGM Bellmore.

Receiving MWGM Bruce R. Bellmore.
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District 5 
Lodges 14, 29, 33, 36, 101, 128, 140, 146, 148

Friendship Lodge No. 33 Hosts Breakfast 
with the Easter Bunny by Allyan Lopes

On April 16, Friendship Lodge No. 33 hosted breakfast with the Easter Bunny. There were games, 
an Easter egg hunt, and crafts. More than 34 attended this festive celebration.

WB Allyan Lopes as the Easter Bunny and two of the egg hunters.

Frederick Franklin 
Lodge No. 14 
Conducts Annual 
Food Drive  
by Patrick M. Kilby 

The brothers of the Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14, in Plainville, 
conduct an annual food-drive at Gnazzo’s Food Center in town each 
spring. The proceeds benefit the Plainville Community Food Pantry, 
which processes and distributes the food to the local community. Since 
COVID-19 struct, this yearly tradition has not been able to continue. 

On Saturday April 30 and Sunday May 1, the tradition was back up and 
running. This year the lodge had the assistance of the sisters of Frederica 
Chapter No. 110, Order of the Eastern Star who were enthusiastic to 
volunteer as well. The food drive was a success with the grand total of 
1,400 pounds of food and $411 in cash and gift cards graciously donated 
by members of the community. 

The following brothers and ladies donated their time and assisted with 
the drive:

Frederick Franklin Lodge brothers: Mike Butteri, Peter Boychuck, Dan 
Dabrowski, Bilal Chakas, Bill Calder, Alan Zanewski, Charles Rowland, 
Matthew Griffin, Keath Romano, Patrick Kilby, Jude Medena, Chet Rusell, 
Fred Rosenbaum, Dan Levine, Marlon Zakuri, G. Randal Hornaday, 
William Seery & Dan Hurley. Order of Eastern Star Sisters: Joan Rowland, 
Debbie Boychuck, Faith Jones, Sara Corey, and Barb Morrelli.
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Sequin-Level 
Lodge No. 140 
Hosts SyFy 
Table Lodge
by Jon D. Faasen

On April 23, Worshipful 
Master Jon D. Faasen hosted a 
Science Fiction Festive Board at 
Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140 in 
Newington. Distinguished guests 
from all over the galaxy, including 
Rev and MWB Bruce R. Bellmore, 
beamed in and were treated to 
a 7-course meal including Beef 
Wellington, Blood Wine, Romulan 
Ale, and many more exotic treats 
from across this quadrant in 
space. A delicious, fun, and very 
memorable time was had by all 
who attended. Qapla’!!! Live Long 
and Prosper.

Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14 
Conducts Annual Lodge of Sorrows 
and Award Night by Patrick M. Kilby

Each April, Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14 conducts a Lodge of Sorrows and Awards 
Ceremony. On Tuesday, 
April 26, brothers of the 
lodge participated in the 
Lodge of Sorrows to honor 
those brothers who passed 
on over the past year. 
Afterwards, the Annual 
Awards Night commences. 

This year RWB Matthew F. Griffin, Grand Junior Steward presented WB Fred 
Rosenbaum with his 50-year certificate, pin, and dues card. RWB Shane Dufresne, 
Grand Junior Deacone, and WM Jude Medena, supported by RWB G. Randal 
Hornaday and RWB Matthew F. Griffin presented the newly created “Hometown 
Hero” award to Plainville Police Chief Christopher Vanghele. Chief Vanghele has over 
20 years of service in law enforcement between Newtown Police Department and now 
Plainville Police Department. 

Annual incremental pins for years of service were also issued to brothers of the lodge 
on that evening. 

WB Fred Rosenbaum receives his 50-year certificate.

Chief Vanghele receives his Hometown Hero Award.
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Valley Lodge No. 36 Brings 
Back Annual Easter Eve 
Egg Hunt and Breakfast For 
Community by Nate Jillette

In a return to normalcy, on Saturday April 16, the brothers of Valley Lodge 
No. 36 opened their doors for an annual Easter Eve egg hunt and pancake 
breakfast. Prior to the pandemic, this event had grown wide support from 
the community and after a two-year hiatus it felt wonderful to see happy 
faces of families roaming the hall once again and searching for hidden eggs. 

Many brothers, led by JW Kevin Hobson and WM Michael Hunter, 
cooked eggs, bacon, sausage, waffles, and pancakes while some of their 

children and friends assisted guests and prepped for the egg hunt. 
Hundreds of eggs were hidden both inside and outside the lodge as the 
rain fortunately held off. The brothers would like to thank the Rainbow 
Girls of Valley Assembly 26 for their continued support of filling each 
egg with candy! Children of all ages ran with excitement collecting eggs 
and were particularly thrilled by a surprise visit from the Easter Bunny, a 
special thanks for this to Bro. Nicholas Dethlefsen. 

Turnout was fabulous and everyone left the hall with full bellies, candy, 
and smiles. Collected donations were provided to the Full Gospel Church 
of Westfield, Mass. for their direct support in the Ukrainian crisis. Excess 
pancakes and waffles were donated to the Simsbury A Better Chance 
(ABC) Program.

Continued on page 23
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Live Kidney Donor Needed
 
Dear Brethren,
I am reaching out to you all with the hope that you can help me share this message.
I had chronic kidney disease along with a rare autoimmune disease affecting my kidneys for many years. However, three years 
ago my kidneys failed, and I had to immediately start dialysis. Living on dialysis is very hard for kidney patients both physically and 
emotionally. The only way to stop dialysis in my lifetime is by receiving a kidney transplant.
A kidney from a living donor can save or extend my life. If you or someone you know would consider being a live donor, please call me to 
arrange medical screening to make sure you are not at risk if you donate. Thank you.
Br. Adam Hadir, 203-768-1159
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Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14 Brothers 
Meet On The Level In The Sunshine State 
by Patrick M. Kilby

So many New Englanders flock to the southern states during the wintertime. The dry bitter cold air, 
the not having to deal with the snow and ice, and maybe the occasional utilization of a second home 
for a vacation, are all the reasons you hear most often when it comes to wintertime and folks wanting 
to leave the north. Florida has such a robust variety of residents, from the snowbirds to the retirees 
relocating down to enjoy the golden years of retirement, to those who are relocating for employment, 
or those who are attending the occasional conference or training for work. 

On April 7 all three reasons applied to some of the brothers of the lodge. WB Ken “KC” Jones had 
relocated to Florida within the past year due to his employment at the Disney Corporation. WB 
Richard “Dick” Guimond had retired and relocated before COVID-19 and Brother Patrick Kilby was 
attending a week-long course at a local police academy for his marine law enforcement job. All three 
brothers met for dinner together and some much needed conversation to catch up. Great stories were 
told, and the time flew by. Whatever one’s reason for visiting or residing in the state of Florida it is a 
great place to be especially when one is with brothers. 

Unity Lodge No. 148 Is Busy with Activities 
by Hiram Morales

Continued on page 25

Hoops For Homeless

The first time back after COVID-19 put things to a halt, the Annual 
Hoops for Homeless event in downtown New Britain took place. With 
the assistance of International Order of Rainbow for Girls Assembly 
No. 6, the lodge cooked and served 350 hot dogs and provided bottled 
water, all free to the participants and the homeless. Even Mayor Erin 
Stewart stopped by to say hi!
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Couple’s Night

Brothers of Unity Lodge with their significant others enjoyed a great meal and fellowship at J. 
Timothys Restaurant. Each of the special ladies received a red rose upon arrival. A great time 
bringing everyone together in what would look to become a yearly event!

Teacher Appreciation

On the last day of Teacher 
Appreciation week, we 
stopped by Vance Elementary 
School to drop off snacks and 
drinks for the teachers and 
staff to enjoy.
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Chocolate Program a Sweet 
Success At Hartford Evergreen 
Lodge No. 88 by Pat Jones

On an otherwise cold winter night in late February, Jane Kinsley brought 
sweetness to life at Hartford Evergreen Lodge. She volunteered to do a 
chocolate program for the women of the lodge, but it captured the men’s 
interest as well. Worshipful Master Dave Prior had made a commitment 
to involve the women in the lodge’s activities, and this was well received 
by everyone. The fact that Jane’s chocolate is delicious did little to 
dampen the enthusiasm of all who attended. Everyone went home with a 
box of chocolate.

Jane is the widow of RWB Fletcher Kinsley, a 60-year member of the 
lodge who passed a couple of years ago. He had been a Past Master and 
a recipient of the Pierpont Edwards Medal in Bronze and held virtually 
every office in his stellar Masonic career. He was loved and well respected 
by all of the brothers.

With more than 40 years’ experience making chocolates, Jane has two 
things in mind when preparing it. It must look good as well as taste good. 
She succeeds on both counts. If it doesn’t meet her standards, she throws 
it out. As Jane says, “Making chocolate is my hobby and passion.” She 
doesn’t use pre-flavored chocolates. She makes her own flavors. “Every year 
I come up with new chocolate recipes. This year I made one chocolate that 
turns into three chocolates.”

 She is on a continuous mission to find the best oils to use in the process. 
As example, Jane points out that “many people do not like mint chocolate, 
so I made my own, mixing both mint and crème de mint. People loved it 
and still do today.”

She doesn’t typically use molds to make her chocolate but uses cookie 
sheets with sides or little paper cups. Chocolate demonstrations are held 
in many places. “I teach people how easy it is, and that it is cost saving as 

well. It makes people happy. They always give you a big smile, and you feel 
good as well.” 

Everyone who attended the program at Hartford Evergreen Lodge most 
certainly had smiles and enjoyed the program. She makes it look easy, but 
it is not hard to taste her chocolates.

Jane is available to do programs. Her versatility has enabled her to hold 
programs in a variety of settings, including on cable television. She will 
also be doing a program on pointillism at the lodge soon. Pointillism is a 
technique of painting in which small, distinct dots are applied in patterns 
to form an image. It will be well received but would be even better if Jane 
brings a box of chocolates. Get the point?

District 6 
Lodges 4, 25, 28, 70, 73, 88, 145, 400

Photo by Bart Blonstein. Jane Kinsley prepares to give a chocolate demonstration.

Flag Day 
~ June 14 ~

Happy Father's Day 
~ June 19 ~
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The transient nature of our modern society has created new 
burdens on our membership’s ability to possess more than a casual 
knowledge of each petitioner, which has resulted in some joining 

our fraternity that otherwise should not have. It has become harder to 
maintain the integrity of our fraternity for future generations. A public 
records background check is an informational tool to help the lodge’s 
investigation committee be more prepared for their investigation.

Legislation was brought before the craft during the October 2021 
Semi-Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge for consideration to 
amend the Grand Lodge of Connecticut AF & AM rules and regulations 
to allow for the background check of a petitioner for the degrees of 
Masonry in Connecticut. 

The proposed legislation was overwhelmingly approved. Changes to 
the Grand Lodge Rules & Regulations occur within Part 4, Subpart 41, 
Section 4115. Section 4115 is provided below with the approved change 
highlighted in bold and underlined:

Section 4115. Reception of Petition and Subsequent Procedure. 
No petition will be received without a specified background check 
consisting of publicly available information and court records, from 
a vendor determined by the Grand Lodge, which has been ordered, 
paid for, and has been attached in a sealed envelope, by the petitioner. 
Such petition can only be received at a stated communication of the 
lodge. It must then be referred to a committee of not less than three 
members of the lodge for investigation and report and lie over until a 
stated communication of the lodge, which interval must be at least two 
weeks, unless, on good cause shown, the Grand Master shortens the 
time by dispensation.

Criminal background checks can help avoid unfavorable petitioners 
from slipping through the cracks and thereby compromising the safety, 
security, and standing of our fraternity. There was broad agreement that 
timely criminal record searches should be used to additionally ensure 
that petitioners are verified by historical record and appear to meet the 
basic requirement of being “good men,” prior to their petition being 
voted on.

The vendor chosen by the Grand Lodge to provide these background 
checks is “Guarding the West Gate,” a company created specifically for 
providing criminal background checks for Masonic purposes. 

When a petition is provided to a prospective candidate an attachment 
will be included that provides information to procure a background 
check. The petitioner will deal directly with the Guarding the West Gate 
company. The petitioner will receive and review his background report. 
If there are any concerns, he will deal directly with the background 
company to clarify or correct any information on the report. The 
petitioner will then put the report in a sealed envelope and attach it to 
the petition that is submitted to the lodge.

The background report will be opened by the assigned investigation 
committee, reviewed, and discussed with the petitioner. Once the 
Investigation Committee has completed the investigation, the 
background report will be returned to the petitioner.

The contents of the background report will not be discussed in 
any open or public meetings, and it is restricted to use only by the 
investigation committee. 

While a public records background check will not guarantee a future 
free of some slipping thru, we have a duty to make our best effort to 
guard the West Gate and to maintain the integrity of our fraternity for 
future generations. Whether an inquiry comes to us through a knock on 
the door, an acquaintance, or through the EMR (Electronic Membership 
Request) system, knowing that a public records background check is part 
of the process could deter some unworthy men from petitioning. 

We have an obligation to protect the reputation of the Masonic 
fraternity and to persevere in seeking the quality and character of 
candidates. This process will be able to assist our individual lodges with a 
standardized approach and more in-depth investigation.

Background Check Process for Petitioners by Les King

 
LOOKING FOR

SOMETHING MORE 
IN MASONRY?

Applications are still being 
accepted for the current

Scottish Rite Classes.
 

See what we have to offer 
by visiting our website: 
valleyofnewhaven.org
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Jaime Paul Lamb is a Masonic author initiated at St. John’s Lodge 
No. 6, Norwalk, in 2012. He currently lives in Arizona with his 
wife and their pets. 

He is a member of Valley of Bridgeport, Valley of Phoenix, and Valley 
of DC, AASR. He is affiliated with South Pasadena Lodge No. 290 of 
California, Arizona Lodge No. 2, and a charter member of Arizona’s 
Ascension Lodge No. 89 currently serving as their Worshipful Master. He 
is a member of the Phoenix York Rite Bodies, and Arizona College of the 
SRICF. He is also a Past Master of Arizona Lodge of Research No.1.

Brother Lamb has been writing and lecturing on Masonry and 
Occultism since 2014. He has written three Masonic books:

Myth, Magick & Masonry: Occult Perspectives in Freemasonry (The 
Laudable Pursuit, 2018) 
 Approaching the Middle Chamber: The Seven Liberal Arts in Freemasonry 
and the Western Esoteric Tradition (The Laudable Pursuit, 2020) 
 The Archetypal Temple and Other Writings on Masonic Esotericism (Tria 
Prima, 2021) 

Brother Lamb has also written many Masonic articles for a multitude of 
Masonic journals and magazines and many podcast appearances. He also 
co-hosts the Tria Prima Podcast.

He currently works as a Project Manager for Commercial Lighting, and 
part time as an astrologer/tarotist and part time professional musician in 
many styles. 

I recently had the privilege to interview him briefly from the vantage 
point of a new research member of Connecticut’s Masonic Lodge of 
Research No. 401. I hope this interview develops Masonic researchers, 
writers, and lecturers. 

1) What inspired you to get into Masonic research?

Lamb: They say that teaching in the last stage of learning, so that’s kind 

of how I got into research/ writing/ presenting, etc. I started writing 
and researching immediately after I was raised. At first, I didn’t intend 
to publish or present on my findings but, several years later, I decided 
to clean up a lot of my early essays and that’s what became my book 
Myth, Magick & Masonry. 

2) Do you have any Masonic writer mentors?

Lamb: PD Newman and I are really tight and have encouraged each 
other on many projects. I find Piers Vaughan’s, Angel Millars’, Ben 
Williams’ work to be inspiring – and I am in frequent contact with them.

3) What Masonic writer do you aspire to be like if any? 

Lamb: Robert Hewitt Brown. Not so much for his tone/voice/style but 
because he really found a mind-blowing idea in his Stellar Theology and 
Masonic Astronomy. He was deeply versed in astrological/ cosmological 
symbolism and that’s kind of my main area of research as well. 

4) What would you consider your style of Masonic research and writing?

Lamb: I definitely lean on the more esoteric end of things, as opposed 
to the historical. I tend to view Freemasonry as a living tradition that 
is still developing and still has meaning for the modern man. It’s not 
just some static, historical curio to be autopsied. I like when people 
take chances in their research. Today’s bat-shit crazy idea is tomorrow’s 
accepted paradigm. I’m not afraid to go out on a limb or explore fringy 
ideas. 

5) What tips do you have for beginning Masonic researchers?

Lamb: Keep reading and writing. Try to find an idea that hasn’t been 
stepped all over and then fully develop it. A novel thesis can really be 
exciting for you and inspirational to others in the Fraternity. There are 
plenty of those hidden chestnuts left – you just have to think outside 
the box and find them.

An Interview with Jaime Paul Lamb by Jamie Pearson

Why Am I Here?
by Jaime Paul Lamb

I’m no stranger to writing articles that don’t 
win me any friends. In fact, I’ve written 
a couple for this very newspaper that I’ve 

gotten some blowback over. I figure that if 
people find it important enough to get upset, 
then I’ll take it; at least people are thinking 
critically. With this in mind, I’m not sure how 
the present article will be received because I want 
to talk about a couple of touchy subjects. I want 
to talk about the reasons why one might want 
to become a Freemason and, consequently, what 
Freemasonry is and what it is not. Let’s begin 
with the latter.

What is Freemasonry? When asked this 
dreaded question, a lot of Masons I know are 
too comfortable with regurgitating that tired old 
Prestonism (at least I think it was Preston) which 
states that Freemasonry is “a peculiar system 
of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated 
by symbols.” I’m not saying that I think that 
definition is wrong, per se, but I am saying that I 
think it’s kind of intellectually lazy. 

We must ask ourselves do we really mean that 
or is it just what we’ve been conditioned to say? 
It seems like something one might say in lieu 
of actually expending the philosophical energy 
to come up with something more personally 
meaningful. Besides, Freemasonry obviously 
does not corner the market on either morality, 
allegories, or symbolism – all of which are 
present and developed in pretty much every 

religion – so, this can hardly be said to define the 
Craft because it does little to differentiate it from 
other theological/philosophical systems. So, 
what is Freemasonry?

I’ll offer the following definition and you can 
decide for yourself if you think it sufficiently 
defines and differentiates the Craft: Freemasonry 
is a brotherhood dedicated to the art and 
science of speculative temple building. It’s 
short. It’s simple. It’s tight and explanatory 
and it is peculiar to the Fraternity. Freemasons, 
as opposed to operative stonemasons, build 
their temples on various META-physical 
planes (mnemonic, egregorical, moral/ethical, 
intellectual, astral, cosmic and celestial). No 
other organization of which I’m aware can 

Continued on page 29
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make that claim. The Freemason is a speculative 
temple builder. That is what we do that no one 
else does – and everything else we do may be 
said to be appendant and/or supplementary to 
that central project.

With that out of the way, we can move on to 
the question I really wanted to address: Why 
am I here? Let’s break this down into some of 
the most popular answers and address them 
individually.

“I’m interested in philanthropy.” This is nice 
– but anybody can write a check. You don’t 
need to be a Freemason to do that. It’s simple: 
(1) pick a charity you like and (2) write them 
a check. Bada bing! No dues, memorization or 
arcane rituals required.

“I’m interested in fellowship/fraternalism.” 
What’s wrong with the Elks, Rotary, Moose or 
the Knights of Columbus? This doesn’t answer 
“why Freemasonry?” There are many ways to 
find friendship and a sense of community that 

don’t involve all the “inconveniences” presented 
by membership in our Fraternity.

“My father/grandfather was a Mason.” What 
if your dad was a dishwasher when he was 17? 
Are you just as compelled to do that? Sure, 
rediscovering family traditions is great – but this, 
too, does not sufficiently answer the question, as 
it is fulfilling a goal that is not under the purview 
of what the Craft specifically has to offer.

“I’m interested in history.” This is my least 
favorite answer. Freemasonry is a living tradition; 
it is constantly evolving – even today. The more 
we look at Freemasonry as some historical corpse 
to be autopsied, the more it will become one.

“I’m interested in spiritual development/
esotericism/occultism.” Getting closer, I think, 
but what about church? Freemasonry is not 
a religion – though it may be considered to 
be supplementary to it (particularly to the 
Abrahamic traditions). And what about studying 
astrology, alchemy, magic, Tarot and Qabalah? 

You don’t need to be a Freemason to do that. In 
fact, Freemasonry doesn’t even teach any of those 
subjects. (I’ll bet some of you didn’t expect that 
answer out of me. Lol.)

“I want to become a better person.” While 
there may be no “right” or “wrong” answer, this, 
I believe, is the most holistic and conceptually 
accurate answer. We are given the “more noble 
and glorious purposes” of our Working Tools 
for a reason. Freemasonry provides us with 
nothing less than a trestleboard for metaphysical 
ascension through the Hermetic expanse of the 
temple archetype – a temple we must build. 
And we can’t expect to be fitted for “that House 
not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens” 
unless we first engage in a rigorous program 
of mnemonic, moral, ethical and intellectual 
development, which is the curriculum of the 
speculative Craft.

Why Am I Here? continued from on page 28

Your Masonic Record is Now Online!
To access your record:

• Visit the Grand Lodge of Connecticut website at https://ctfreemasons.net and select “Member Portal.”  
This will bring you to the Grand View sign in page, select “Member Registration” at the top right and 
follow the directions. 

• If you have any problems, please call the Grand Lodge office at 203-679-5903 or email at 
grandlodge@ctfreemasons.net for person-to-person help.

Once you are signed on you will have access to Masonic information, e.g., Rules and Regulations, Official Directory, Mas-
ter Path Program, etc. To reach general Masonic information go to “My Portal” then “Resources” and check things out.

Also under “My Portal” you will find “Seminars” and you will see a number of informational Masonic lectures that you may 
view at your leisure.
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Now that previous restrictions have eased, and the long respite is 
over, lodges are actively planning, organizing, and participating 
in community action. It is a wonderful time to think about 

coupling one of your lodge’s upcoming events with an Open House 
experience for your community or a particular group you are engaging. 

Lodges are organizing events such as ‘Honor a Hometown Hero’ 
(gathering) and look forward to undertaking one of MWGM Bruce 
Bellmore’s initiatives whereby we recognize a First Responder in our 
community. Coupling such an event with an additional guided tour of the 
lodge and making collateral material available (an Open House experience) 
can further expand awareness regarding who we are and what we do. 
Typically, for such events, there is an opportunity both before and after the 
main presentation to engage your visitors and take them on a brief tour.

Coupling an Open House experience with another event is an easy 
method to provide the traffic of visitors hoped for, rather than just 
anticipating that people will respond to Open House announcement. 
Joint purpose events marry well when recognizing a public safety & service 
professional or veteran during a recognition event. Likewise, a lodge could 
host local artists for the sharing of their work and hire a vendor or pull a 
permit for a wine and cheese tasting for the merchants in your community.

The planning and execution are not terribly complicated. Dovetailing 
your Open House with another event will ensure a degree of success. 
The first step is to speak with your Worshipful Master and let him know 
that you would be willing to serve on a planning committee, should he 
be interested in trying it. To get help with planning, contact the COCA 

Program Coordinator that you wish to couple an Open House experience 
with or call me directly for assistance. 

Organizing such an event is a broadening experience for our newer Masons. 
If given a little support and the opportunity to work as a team, you might be 
pleasantly surprised with the outcome and the fun our new Masons will have 
while organizing a community action event on behalf of the lodge.

The COCA Program Coordinators will provide the brothers with good 
instruction and suggestions. They can also help with obtaining collateral 
material that you can make available to your visiting guests. 

At the time of your event, the brothers managing the Open House 
portion will have secured brothers (officers or Past Masters) to be on hand 
as guides to take small groups on a quick tour of the lodge. During the 
tour they will have a chance to educate your visitors with talking points on 
what Freemasonry is and what Freemasons do. Such talking points might 
cover basic questions such as:

• Is Freemasonry a ‘Secret Society’?

• What are the requirements for membership?

• Who are some famous Masons?

• How do you become a Mason? 

Those interested in assistance can reach me at (203) 804-1163 or send 
me an email at rfmagjr928@comcast.net.

Joint Purpose Open House Experiences More 
Welcoming and Better Attended by Rinaldo (Ron) Magliano, Jr.
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For more details about any of these events, please contact the lodge directly. In many 
cases, reservations are required, and they may or may not be open to the public.

All times are supplied by the lodges. The Connecticut Freemasons newspaper 
is not responsible for errors. When traveling, please contact the Secretary of 
the lodge to verify all times and events.

Recurring Events

Every Thursday, Putnam Lodge No. 46, 
Putnam, 7 p.m., Thursday Night Meeting 
Socializing, Rehearsing, Prepping.

Second, Fourth Wednesday of the Month,  
Union Lodge No. 5, Stamford, 7 p.m.,  
Fellowship Night at the Lodge. Open to all brothers,  
friends. Refreshments and discussion. Please call to verify.

Recurring Breakfasts 
 
First Sunday of the Month, Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140,  
Newington, 7 a.m., SBA Breakfast Fundraiser

Second Sunday of the Month, Compass Lodge No. 9, 
Wallingford, 8 a.m., Fellowship Breakfast (8 a.m. to 10 a.m.)  
 
First Thursday of the Month, 8th Masonic District, 
Groton, 9 a.m., Groton Townhouse Restaurant 

Third Saturday of the Month, Frederick Franklin Lodge  
No. 14, Plainville, 8 a.m., Uncle Bob’s Ham & Eggers,  
2 Linden Street, Plainville

 
 
 
Events 
 
Sat., Jun. 11, 9 a.m., Grand Masters Day at Masonicare
Sun., Jun. 19, 8 a.m., Washington Lodge No. 19,  
Monroe, Country Breakfast

Sat Jun. 18, 2 p.m., Harmony Lodge No. 42, Waterbury, MWB 
Benjamin Franklin Fellowship BBQ. First annual MWB Benjamin Franklin 
Fellowship BBQ. Pig roast with all the fixings. Tickets required in advance from 
BBQ committee or Senior Steward. Additional details on Facebook event page.

Tue., Jun. 21, 6:30 p.m., King Solomon's Lodge No. 7, Woodbury, 
Awards Night -- Strawberry Festival

Thu., Jun. 23, 7:30 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1, New Haven

Sat., Jun. 25, 12 a.m., Union Lodge No. 5, Stamford, Summer Picnic.
Join the brothers for food, fun, and fellowship. Location TBD.

Sun., Jun. 26, 5:30 p.m., King Solomon's Lodge No. 7, Woodbury, Fire 
on the Rock

Sat., Jul. 9, 12 a.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1, Hamden, Pizza Challenge, 
Moon Cutter Co, 2969 State St, Hamden, CT, The annual Pizza Challenge 
for the benefit of the Tommy Fund.

To have your lodge events appear in the newspaper, please update your lodge 
website Google calendars prior to the 10th of the previous month. If your lodge 
needs assistance accessing the website, please have the Master or Secretary or 
Calendar Admin contact Technology Chairman Mike Abrahamons at michael.
abrahamson@ctfreemasons.net.

All times are supplied by the lodges. If there is a dinner, the time in the heading 
reflects that. The Connecticut Freemason Newspaper is not responsible for errors. 
When traveling, please contact the Secretary of the lodge to verify all times and 
events and to inquire about dinner reservations.

Entered Apprentice Degrees 

Mon., Jun. 6, 7 p.m., Compass Lodge No. 9, Wallingford 

 

 

Fellowcraft Degrees 

Wed., Jun. 1, 7:30 p.m., King Solomon's Lodge No. 7, Woodbury

Tue., Jun. 7, 6:30 p.m., America-St. John's Lodge No. 8,  

Stratford, Dinner 

Tue., Jun. 21, 6:30 p.m., America-St. John's Lodge No. 8,  

Stratford, Dinner

Thu., Jun. 23, 7:30 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1, New Haven

Tue., Jul. 5, 6:30 p.m., America-St. John's Lodge No. 8,  

Stratford, Dinner

Craft At Labor

Craft At Refreshment
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On Saturday, July 16 (rain date July 17) your Masonic Organ & 
Tissue Donor Awareness Program is sponsoring our “The Sky 
Is the Limit” skydiving event to benefit New England Donor 

Services (NEDS).

What was it like you ask? Exhilarating IS the best word, the one most 
often used by both first time and seasoned skydivers to describe their 
aerial experience. Like others before me, that first skydive is a memory I’ll 
treasure forever. 

If someone asks you to skydive as part of a fundraiser for organ, tissue, and 
eye donor awareness, or any other good cause, what is probably one of the 
first questions you’ll ask them? “How was it?” or “What was it like?” Now, if 
I were to ask you to sign up to jump, what would you say if I told you that I 
hadn’t done it before? You might say, “Why are you asking me to jump out 
of a perfectly good airplane, when you haven’t done it yourself?” 

With that in mind, a few Saturdays ago, I drove to Ellington Airport and 
with assistance from CT Parachutists and my instructor, Mike, I did just 
that. The experience was INCREDIBLE! After completing a very lengthy 
waiver form, I was fitted with my gear; and after a few photos it was off 
to the airplane and up into the beautiful blue skies over Connecticut. As a 
new skydiver, I was teamed “in tandem” with my instructor, Mike. As we 
climbed to 14,000 feet, he tightened the gear pairing us together. When 
we reached altitude, things went quickly. Mike and I were the last pair to 
exit the plane. We made our way over to the entrance and Mike had me 
dangle my feet out of the plane. We rocked back and forth twice – and 
then it was out the door! 

Words can’t adequately describe the thrilling, and yes EXHILARATING, 
feeling as we headed towards Mother Earth. The views coming down 
were both breathtaking and spectacular. When our parachute opened, we 
floated down to our landing spot. 

I’ve already said too much. The skydive is something YOU must 
experience for yourself. Even if you won’t be skydiving, you’re welcome to 
enjoy the festivities.

Be sure to bring your family, friends, and Masonic brothers, along with 
some beach chairs, a cooler or picnic basket and watch us divers (yes, I will 
be diving) come in for a soft landing on the green grass field. There’ll be 
hamburgers, hot dogs, and other snacks to eat, as well as souvenirs and lots 
of free stuff. It’s all for a good cause. We’re also having a great raffle AND 
a special separate raffle for “Fred the Wonder Lobster.” Who knows, you 
might be the lucky winner of Fred and give him a good home! You can 
even invite him for dinner.

To register online to skydive, go to skydivect.com and click onto first 
jumpers. Then click onto Tandem Video Waiver. Complete the form and 
submit it. 

RAISE $500 or more in pledges/donations and DIVE FOR FREE!! 

Those wishing to make donations may do online at www.neds.org or by 
a check made payable to NEDS (note skydive on check) and mailed to:

New England Donor Services, 60 1st Ave., Waltham, MA 02457

See you on July 16, and remember “Don’t Take Your Organs to Heaven 
– Heaven Knows We Need Them Here”

It Was Exhilarating!
by Richard F. Denno

Pyramid Shriners Raise 
Funds for Needy Children
by Donald M. Casey, Jr. 

Shriners helped raise funds for the Pyramid Shriners fifth annual spring 
fundraising event at Rite Aid Pharmacy in Monroe. They distributed 
informational pamphlets and coloring books.

They also collected donations to assist needy children receiving medical 
care through the Red Sneaker Fund. The fund provides financial support for 
research aimed at finding improved treatments and techniques for children 
with burn injuries at the Shriner’s Hospital.
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Child Identification 
Program Revision 

Completed; Training 
Now Available

by Kyle Podpolucha

I am pleased to announce that the revisions to our Child Identification 
Program have been completed. As chairman of the program, my task was 
to address the challenges and outdated processes that existed. The goal 

was to reinvigorate the program with a fresh approach, one that would enable 
our brothers to continue with their messaging regarding the value of child 
identification. The previous methodology had served us well for quite some 
time. Those that built-out the original processes did an excellent job. Previously 
multiple laptops were required for district team events, burning video onto CDs 
was considered state-of-the-art, and a station-line walk - through process for 
parent/child engagement, was required. Times have changed.

New efficiencies in technology, inclusive of most phones having a 
camera, high-speed internet access, and the fact that inexpensive ID kits 
are readily available for parents to utilize in the privacy of their home, 
rendered the necessity of bringing children to an event location simply 
outdated. Added to this was the reluctancy for social interaction during 
the pandemic. The paradigm shift dictated that most parents desired 
to minimize their child’s physical contact with others. All these factors 
supported the observation and the recommendations made that the 
program under its previous design had run its course. Nonetheless, the 
importance of child identification awareness continues, and messaging 
is important. Dozens of our brothers remained passionate about the 
continuance of such messaging, and they desired a pathway to adjust 
and move forward. The revised Child Identification Program addresses 
this objective, includes new collateral, and provides a fresh approach for 
delivering information and interacting with the community. 

I will be setting up meetings with the District Leaders of the Child ID 
program this month to perform in-person training regarding how the 
revised program will operate. I look forward to the successful re-launch 
of this program and working with Brothers from around the state. I will 
be sharing the new collateral and demonstrating the new approach. The 
program’s events will run a little differently and brothers need to learn the 
new approach. I uploaded the guidelines in the resource section on Grand 
View. There is new website that will guide parents with information and 
enable them to select a vendor which will ship them a Child ID package. 
The new website address is childidkits.info. I hope all our brothers will 
take a few minutes and visit the landing pages. The new brochure’s look 
and feel contains similar images as the web landing pages and both 
complement the other. The new process is easy to understand for the 
Masons running an event and for the parents with whom we will be 
interacting. A copy of the brochure is also under the Child ID Tab on 
Grand View. The new brochure guides the parents to the website where 
information is laid out in a clear manner and is easy to navigate through. 
There is also a tab to request a demo event.

I believe that the revised approach can potentially reach more people 
than before. The new approach will continue to raise awareness about the 
importance of child identification. Awareness has always been the central 
goal. Our events will be easy to perform and such interactions with the 
community will continue to shine a positive light on Freemasonry. I 
believe if our brothers embrace the revised approach as seriously as they 
did with the previous design, then the results from engagement will be 
very positive on several levels. Please visit the website.

I would like to thank our Past Grand Masters who helped with the 
program's inception. I wish to express gratitude to all the brothers who 
have dedicated their time, especially Frank Mangiero who devoted so 
much of himself to the previous success of the program. I also wish to 
thank RWB Joseph Porco for his guidance and support, and MWB 
William Bohman and MWGM Bruce Bellmore for giving me the 
opportunity to revise this program rather than retiring it. 
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District 8 
Lodges 10, 31, 34, 57, 102, 116, 120, 150

Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116’s 
Newest Fellowcraft Raises 
Funds For Veterans  
by Jamie Pearson

On Saturday April 30, at veteran owned JD’s Roadhouse in Baltic, four 
bands performed for free to raise funds for a local Norwich veterans’ 
program. Brother Ron Lynch, III, Oxoboxo Lodge’s newest Fellowcraft, 
coordinated the event by sourcing the talent and hosting the event. 

Oxoboxo Lodge combined their Warden’s night with this event in support 
of their brother’s efforts. Many Oxoboxo brothers are veterans themselves. 

Through the support of the bands Victim or Victor, Forever Fool, Corinne Southern & The Constellations, and Bro. Ron’s band, Hopeville General 
Store, a $655 cash donation was raised for Easterseals Veteran’s Rally Point. Easterseals Veteran’s Rally Point provides free and local services to 
Connecticut veterans including educational, job skill training, professional clothing, a food pantry, 
and much more.

Wooster Lodge No. 10
A.F. & A.M.

~ Since 1781 ~ 
 Serving the Community for 

more than 240 years 
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Shriners Hospitals for Children Celebrates 
100th Anniversary as Brand Ambassadors

by Donald M. Casey, Jr.

This year Shriners Children's celebrates 100 years of delivering “The 
Most Amazing Care Anywhere." Part of this celebration includes 
identifying 100 system-wide Brand Ambassadors, five of whom 

were chosen from Shriners Children's Boston! As Brand Ambassadors, they 
will model the Shriners Children’s Core Values in their daily interactions 
with others, generate enthusiasm and support for different workforce 
engagement events and communications, and share ideas and feedback for 
other initiatives. 

Here are two Brand Ambassadors stories. 

Patient Spotlight: Sarah’s Story

Shriners Children’s Boston patient Sarahis an active and athletic 5th 
grader who has come a long way over the past 10 years. Sarah was born 
in China and suffered severe burns over roughly 60% of her body when 
she was just one year old. As she approached age two and her burn scars 
had contracted to the point that she could no longer stand or walk, her 
birth family made the difficult decision to bring her to an orphanage. But 
with the help of her adoptive parents and plastic surgeon Daniel Driscoll, 
M.D., Sarah is now unstoppable

Before bringing Sarah home to the U.S., her parents, Teresa and Michael 
met with a plastic surgeon in their hometown of Washington, D.C. They 
realized Sarah’s injuries were outside of the specialist’s comfort zone and 

needed to seek specialized care. To find appropriate care options for Sarah, 
Teresa called Shriners and was immediately impressed by the expertise 
they were unable to find anywhere else. The distance from Washington, 
D.C. and her care in Boston may seem far to others, but Teresa explains 
that it is actually more convenient after seeing that all the specialists Sarah 
needed were under one roof at Shriners. Teresa says, “Shriners has created 
an environment where Sarah is happy and comfortable despite the difficult 
procedures she has to go through,” she said. “We drop everything and go 
to Shriners Children’s because all of Sarah’s care is in one place.” 

Staff Spotlight. Jessica Willoughby, Occupational Therapist

Twelve years ago, I was admitted to Shriners Children's Boston as a 
patient -- to now be one of the Brand Ambassadors for the hospital is truly 
an honor. The remarkable staff I get to work with and the inspirational 
patients I treat daily are reasons why I am proud to represent the Boston 
hospital. This place has left an everlasting mark on me, and I am excited to 
continue to carry out the mission of providing the highest quality of care 
to children within a compassionate and collaborative care environment. I 
am excited to celebrate 100 years of the Shriners organization and hope for 
many more to come!”

Brainard Lodge No. 102 Sponsors Food Drive for Local Food 
Pantry by Jonathan Lamas

On Saturday, April 9, brothers 
from Brainard Lodge No. 102 
and Union Lodge No. 31 spon-
sored a food drive at the Bay View 
Masonic Temple supporting the 
East Lyme Food Pantry of Niantic.
The pantry, part of the Shoreline 
Soup Kitchens & Pantries, is an 
interfaith service that provides 
food and fellowship to those in 
need and educates the community 
on hunger and poverty. In all, 
brothers collected more than 500 
pounds of non-perishable items 
such as peanut butter, canned 
vegetables, and pasta sauces, in 
addition to $200 in donations. 
Many thanks to all who came out 
to support this event. It was a great 
day for a great cause!

(l-r) WB Scott Larkham, Bro. Mike Bogdan, WB John Wadsworth, RWB Richard Miller, Bro. Richard Galbo,  
Carolyn Miller, Anita Allen, WB Josh McDonnold, Bro. Jonathan Lamas, WB Fred Driscoll
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Your Masonic Legacy
by Charles Jewart

Pins, trinkets, jewels, aprons, hats, rings. Over the course 
of a Masonic lifetime many of us will accumulate many of 
these (and several of each). Occasionally, these items may 

make it back to the Masonic body that presented them. More 
often than not they find themselves in pawn shops, a random 
box in a closet, melted down as scrap, or thrown out.

Masonic message boards online are filled with questions from 
family asking, “What is this? What does it tell me about my 
grandfather/father/uncle?” More often there is a question “Is 
this worth anything?” For rings and jewels the answer is usually, 
“Just its weight in scrap.”

Many a brother passes on to the Celestial Lodge Above never 
talking about the Craft with family members or wanting to 
personally present it to their son/grandson/nephew etc. if or 
when they join the fraternity or earn a past officer jewel or 
apron. Many simply just state that “in their will” or think that 
their family will return it to the lodge or body to pass on.

Unfortunately, by the time the will is read, those objects may 
have already been divided up and many of the less “valuable” items tossed.

I am very fortunate to have been presented several legacy items: a past Thrice Illustrious Master jewel 
and apron, both of which I am the third Companion to wear; a past High Priest apron; and a Knight 
Templar chapeau. All of these have some intrinsic value, but the value to continue a brother’s memory 
every time I suit up adds special value to me as a Mason.

And that’s where your Masonic legacy comes in.

Before moving out of state, or into an old folks home, or if you’ve just hit a certain point in your 
life, be the one to present a jewel or apron back to your lodge or other Masonic body. Maybe you can 
even be allowed to present it to the outgoing head of the body.

Not for its intrinsic value or worth, but as a living record that some of the stones in the temple 
where shaped by your endeavors.
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NEW! Effective May 1 for new move-ins: Masonicare is offering Masons, Masonic widows, and the rest 
of the Masonic Family a six-month, 5% discount on base monthly fees (excluding healthcare charges) in our 
Independent Living and Assisted Living communities! These include Masonicare at Ashlar Village, Pond Ridge 
Assisted Living, Masonicare at Chester Village, Masonicare at Mystic, and the Apartments on Masonic Avenue 
in Wallingford – A. Norman Johnson Apartments, Hawkins Apartments, and Wells Apartments – all of which 
offer convenient access to Masonicare Health Center.
 
Additional Concentric Circle Benefits include:

• PRIORITY ADMISSION / ACCESS to Masonicare following the “Concentric Circle” guidelines for 
Connecticut Freemasons, relatives, and appendant bodies

• REDUCED PRICING on applications for our residential communities
• FREE HEARING SCREENINGS in the Masonicare Hearing Center
• FREE BALANCE ASSESSMENTS in the Masonicare Health Center Outpatient Rehabilitation Department
• WAIVED ADVANCE PAYMENTS on Masonicare at Home (in-home, non-medical homemaker-companion 

services)

We are giving Masons and fraternal family members even more reason to choose Masonicare. With benefits 
developed exclusively for Masons, you can be sure you are receiving the best-in-class care and service you 
deserve from the provider you trust.

The Concentric Circle is GrowingThe Concentric Circle is Growing

More benefits for you in 2022!



A day to honor individuals, past and present.
Masonicare Health Center, 22 Masonic Ave., Wallingford

10:00AM - 3:00PM 
• The Grand Masters, Bruce R. Bellmore and Arnold Holmes
• 10:30am: Parade featuring bands, motorcycles, antique cars, marching units and a 

competition for Masonic districts for the Grand Master’s Cup, for the greatest attendance 
of a Masonic district at the parade

• Festive food by Masonicare
• Music under the big tent
• Community Health Fair

• Enhanced Free Youth Activities

• Carnival Games

• Petting Zoo

• Pedal Car Races & Model Railroad

• Dance Party- With DJ under the main tent 1:00pm


