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Grand Master’s Message
by Bruce R. Bellmore

My dear Brothers,
Thank you for giving me the honor to serve you this year. Serving as Grand
Master is a sacred trust, and I promise that I will do all in my power to deserve
that trust.
As much as we don’t want to consider this fact, Freemasonry is at a
crossroad. Our membership has steadily declined over the last half century. When I was raised in
1976, our membership was over 37,000 Masons. Now we have less than 8,000. Nationwide, the
numbers are similar. Our total membership has declined to one quarter of what it was just 50 years
ago. Most other civic and fraternal organizations are experiencing similar declines.
There are many studies to explain the decline. Most studies point to external reasons, and they are a great
part of the decline. However, my brothers, there are internal reasons as well. We cannot affect the external
reasons, but we can and must address the internal ones.
Brother Timothy Wheeland, Most Worshipful Grand Master of Ohio, has performed an in-depth
analysis of Masonic membership in Ohio, Illinois, Washington DC, and Connecticut. Surprisingly, his
research has shown that over a 10-year period, those brothers who were raised in “One Day Classes,”
had a higher retention rate than those raised traditionally. The Scottish Rite did interviews with brothers
across the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction to find out why they either demitted or dropped NPD. The
response was overwhelmingly, lack of engagement by the lodge. My brothers, we must do better.
Let us rededicate ourselves this year to the principles that underly our great fraternity. Let us seek
opportunities to help, aid, and assist our brothers. Let us work diligently to “spread the cement of
brotherly love, relief, and truth” in our lodges, our homes, and our communities.
We often tell the world Freemasonry is a way of life, and it is indeed. But we must work to share that
way of life with the world. We must show the world that we are a force for good, a force for change, and
a source of Light and knowledge for all. Look for opportunities in your communities – soup kitchens,
food pantries, battered women’s shelters, reading programs, just to name a few. Assist in the great work
of Masonicare; support our DeMolay and Rainbow youth who are the future of our country and of the
world and reach out to our brothers who we have not heard from in some time. Let our officers dedicate
themselves to performing the type of outstanding ritual that our predecessors prided themselves in, and
that separates us from other fraternal institutions and the rest of the world. Let each of us truly be, “Not
a man. Mason.”
My brothers, we have all knelt at our sacred altars and received the thrice-given light, but that light does
no good if it stops at the door of the lodge. We must go forward trusting in the Grand Architect of the
Universe, guided by that greatest light in Freemasonry, and bear that light into the world, that we may
continue to “shed Freemasonry’s beneficent influence on mankind.”
My Brothers – BE THE LIGHT!

ctfreemasons.net
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Grand Master's Programs
and Initiatives for 2022

T

he next twelve months will be an active and exciting time for
Freemasonry in Connecticut! We have several new programs
which will help us continue to move forward following
the setbacks from the pandemic, to strengthen our fraternity, and
reintroduce Masonry to the community in a positive light.

Honor a Hometown Hero
During the next twelve months, we are asking each lodge to
reach out to the police, fire, and/or EMS department in your local
community, to recommend one of their members to be honored
by the Craft. It is hoped that the lodge will invite the honoree, his
family, department chief, and colleagues to the Lodge Awards Night
where the Grand Lodge will present a Certificate of Recognition to
the recipient, and a $100 contribution to the department from the
Connecticut Freemasons Foundation. This is a great opportunity to
reach out to your community and introduce the good work of the
fraternity to those whose only knowledge of us is the disinformation
they get from TV or movies.

Passover Seder Ladies at Table
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125 in New Haven holds an Annual
Passover Seder Ladies at Table. No knowledge or experience of a
Passover Seder is required – everything will be explained. This is
a wonderful opportunity to get a glimpse of Jewish faith, culture,
and tradition while sharing a wonderful meal and experience
with your brothers and families. The price is $18 per person and
children are free. Reservations are a must and should be sent to the
Junior Warden, Bruce Liebman at 203-468-6944 or by email to
liebmanbruce@gmail.com.

Masonic Community and Services Association
Masonic Community and Services Association will hold their
Annual Convention in Mystic on June 5-7, hosted by Masonicare.
MCSA is the association of all the Masonic health care facilities,
senior living, and outreach care givers throughout the country.
There will be several events that may be of interest to members of
the craft and their families. Please look for a list of activities coming
out soon.

Connecticut Masonic Family Picnic
The event is being held on the grounds of Masonicare in Wallingford on
Saturday, August 13. There will be food, music, activities for the children,
4

and a great time to share with all the Masonic Family. More details will be
in the May and June issues of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper.

Trip to Tanglewood and the Norman Rockwell Museum
The Valley of Bridgeport and the Grand Lodge will be sponsoring
a bus trip to Tanglewood on August 27. Michael Tilson Thomas will
be conducting the Boston Symphony Orchestra featuring teenage
piano prodigy Alexander Malofeev! We will be stopping on the
way to visit the Norman Rockwell Museum where you can see the
paintings of this well-beloved artist.

Spaghetti Supper Fundraiser for the George Washington
National Masonic Memorial
2023 marks the 100th Anniversary of the George Washington
National Masonic Memorial in Alexandria, VA. This Masonic
landmark paying tribute to our brother and father of our nation
has just finished undergoing a $10 million renovation that
has seriously crippled their endowment. The Grand Lodge of
Connecticut has announced an initiative to hold a jurisdiction
wide spaghetti supper in our lodges on Friday, September 23
with the goal of raising $50,000 to help the endowment. We
introduced this initiative at the Conference of Grand Masters of
North America and as of this writing, 12 other jurisdictions have
signed on to join in this project. Our General Chairman, Brother
Larry Baker, has outlined a program that Sequin-Level Lodge
has used successfully in the past that lodges can utilize for this
event so that they don’t have to start from scratch. Thumb drives
with all the information, letters, menu plan, and how to run this
successfully are available from our chairman.

100th Anniversary Re-enactment of the Laying of the
Cornerstone
In conjunction with the Scottish Rite, the Grand Lodge of
Connecticut will be sponsoring a bus trip to Alexandria, VA, in
February 2023 to participate in the parade and re-enactment of the
cornerstone laying for the George Washington National Masonic
Memorial. This trip will include a tour of the House of the Temple,
home of the Southern Masonic Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite,
and we are working to arrange an opportunity to lay a wreath at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery. We
are hoping for a strong contingent from Connecticut!
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On-going Programs

Publisher

We are also asking each lodge to continue the initiatives introduced last year by MWPGM Bill
Bohman. This includes the Almoner program asking each lodge to reach out to all their members at
least twice a year. Our obligations call for us to “help, aid, and assist” our brothers, but we cannot
keep our promises if we do not know what their needs are.
The Master’s Achievement Award is being continued. Masters who follow this program and meet it
goals will greatly benefit both their lodge and the Craft. The goals are both measurable and attainable.
The Perfect Ashlar Program continues to be a great way to introduce, involve, and engage new
members. Those who were raised in 2020, have until October 2022 to complete this program.
Those raised in 2021 have until January 1, 2023, and those raised this year, the first post-pandemic
year, will have until April 2023 to complete the program. Each new brother who completes the
requirements will be recognized both at a Grand Lodge Communication and in their home lodge.

Publications Committee
Theodore J. Nelson, Chairman
Francis G. Way, Editor
Jeff S. Bartlett
Bud Buckner
Rev. Carl H. Anderson, Masonicare
Adam Raider, Masonicare
Creative/Layout Pat Kalinauskas

CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR
75-YEAR BROTHER!
Harry G. Gallagher
Composite Lodge No. 28

Grand Lodge of
Connecticut A.F. & A.M.

Final Thoughts
The best programs in the world are only as effective as the participation in them. The Grand
Lodge Officers and committees have put a lot of work into each of these opportunities, and we
hope that you will support them enthusiastically. Only with each of us working together, can we
make this a great year for our beloved fraternity!

Warren Lodge No. 51
Jacob Czeslaw Mumford

OF CONNECTICUT A.F. & A.M.

CONTRIBUTORS
John Amarilios • Gary Arseneau
Bruce R. Bellmore
Jeffrey A. Blayman
David R. Blythe, Sr.
Bill Bundy • Rudolph Cabata
Donald M. Casey, Jr. • David Cole
Richard F. Denno
Fritzner Erauda
Pedro Garcia
Robert J. Gorman, Jr.
Bill Greene • Sandie Greene
Arnie Grot • Mel Johnson
Patrick Jones • Patrick Kilby
Jaime Paul Lamb
Allyan L. Lopes
Martin J. Macary
Andrew R. Melillo
Ted Nelson
Daniel W. Nichols
Edward Page • Eric Pogg
Phillip E. Rathbun
Michael D. Sabia, Jr.
Chip Stamm • Jon-Paul Venoit

Last year, we introduced the Six-Steps to a Petition Program and that will continue this year. Every
lodge is to meet and get to know a prospective member before giving them a petition. While we are
always looking to grow our fraternity, we need to know who we are bringing into our lodges and
guard the West Gate.

WELCOME TO OUR
NEW BROTHER!

THE GRAND LODGE

69 Masonic Avenue • Wallingford, CT 06492
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
1:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday
203-679-5903 • 800-529-4161 (in-state only)
Fax: 203-679-5996
email: grandlodge@ctfreemasons.net

web: www.ctfreemasons.net
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Grand Historian'sCorner

by Andrew R. Meillo

N

o one saw it coming. The
Morgan Affair, as it would
later be called, was only a few
months away from taking place. In May
of that fateful year of 1826, the Grand Lodge
met at its annual session in the Tontine Building in the City of New
Haven on the 10th day of May. The Grand Master was absent after
submitting his letter to the session, which read in part:
Brethren – Having concluded to remove into the State of
New York in the course of the summer, I would decline being a
candidate for any office in the Grand Lodge at the approaching
election. In taking leave of my worthy and much respected
brethren, I beg them to accept my sincere thanks, for the many
distinguished honors which they have heretofore conferred on
me. However, we may be separated, I shall always cherish a
grateful recollection of their friendship, and their general and
individual prosperity will ever be an object of my ardent wishes
and fervent prayers.
The Craft, upon hearing this letter, instead of looking toward
RWB Daniel Brinsmade, as the next immediate successor, the
Grand Session recognized the Grand Senior Warden, RWB
James Carrington, who in turn rose from his chair, expressed
his gratitude to the brethren for recognizing him as a possible
successor, but declined candidacy for the office.
The ballot was taken and the Deputy Grand Master, RWB
Brinsmade was elected Grand Master. The outgoing Grand
Master Goodrich possessed little doubt in his successor, for they
were brothers, but they also came from the same social stock.
MWB Goodrich was chosen elector for John Adams in the 1796
presidential election, and thereafter served as Congressman in the
Sixth and Seventh Congresses, after which receiving government
appointments by President Adams. He served on the Governor’s
Council, taught law at Yale College, and was probate judge and
mayor of New Haven, and a member of the Yale Corporation in
several capacities. He is buried at Grove Street Cemetery.
The new Most Worshipful Grand Master Brinsmade was the son of
Daniel Nathaniel Brinsmade, who graduated from Yale in the class
of 1772, and with an MA in 1775. He practiced the law with Mr.
Samuel Canfield, Esq. in the town of Sharon. Grand Master Daniel
B. Brinsmade was born 1782 in Washington, Connecticut. He was
town clerk for 40 years, deputy to the General Assembly, and served
as Colonel in the 5th Connecticut Calvary during the War of 1812.
Brinsmade was now the Grand Master.
6

The first petition he heard at that session was from the brethren
who resided in Greenwich, but were members of Union Lodge No.
5 of Stamford, per its original charter of 1763. The petition was
read, and after some debate, was tabled and continued to the next
Grand Communication. The brethren of the future Acacia Lodge
had no idea they would have to wait another 30 years to be heard
again, many of them would be dead before it was heard again at a
Grand Session, but MWB Lockwood never gave up the hopes and
legacy of his father and kinsmen in town, and eventually secured
its charter in 1857 after being raised in 1856 at Union Lodge No.
5.
At this time, Masonry was growing rapidly and was unaware of
the intense national upheaval the Morgan Affair would cause to
their future plans. While many petitions were read and debated at
this Grand Session, many of them were tabled to be continued at
the next Communication, yet by that time, this upheaval would
be tearing away at the sturdy foundations of Connecticut Masonry
and Masonry at large, but it stood the test.
In addition to the petitions for chartering new lodges and
relocating existing lodges, it was at this time a resolution was
adopted that:
The Grand Lodge having at this communication removed
from their old quarters into the new Lodge Room in the
Tontine Building, the following resolutions were adopted:
Resolved, That the Grand Lodge hereby relinquish all claim
which they may have to the room heretofore occupied and used
by them, in the house of Br. Amos Doolittle, in the city of New
Haven; and that the Grand Treasurer be directed to cancel
and give up to Bro. Doolittle the lease of the same, now held
by the Grand Lodge.
Doolittle’s Tavern being the same location in which was written
the first constitution and the first official session of the Grand
Lodge was held. And as the Masons of Connecticut, the nation,
and the world had no idea that the Morgan Tempest was about
to heap heavy trials and tribulations on their lodges and personal
lives, there was one last bright flash of light and glimmering sun in
the ambitions of the Masonic Craft. It was reported in this session
of 1826 that:
The Grand Secretary laid before the Grand Lodge
communications from the Grand Lodges of New Hampshire,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Etc., relative to the
erection of a Monument, by the Masonic Fraternity of the
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From the Desk of Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit

M

President & CEO of Masonicare

asonicare has come a long way and overcome many
All of this represents Masonicare’s
obstacles over the last few years. We braved the worst of the commitment to smart growth while
COVID-19 pandemic and made great strides in reducing
staying true to our founding ideals.
our reliance on poor governmental funding. Now, it’s time for us to
“Masonic” is still in our name, after all.
talk about how we’re going to take Masonicare to the next level.
On that subject, Masonicare Board
When I say that we’re pursuing a strategy of growth, what does
of Trustees Chairman Bro. Bob
that mean exactly? I can tell you it does NOT mean we’re going to
Polito and I have had some long
be acquired by Yale New Haven Health or any healthcare network.
conversations about outreach to the
It DOES mean we’re going to continue to seek out partnerships
fraternity and affiliated bodies. We
with likeminded, best-in-class providers to better serve our residents agree that more can and should be
and patients.
done to familiarize the entire Masonic
family with the services offered by
It means we’ll assess and reassess how we’re utilizing our physical
Masonicare. We want you to know who we are, what we do, and why
spaces. Leasing out a part of our Medical Office Building and
we do it. We want you to be proud of YOUR Masonicare.
expanding the Behavioral Health Hospital at Masonicare Health
Center are two recent examples.

It also means we’re open to sharing what we’ve learned with other
organizations that might benefit from our expertise through our
GenM consulting affiliate.

Sincerely and fraternally,

We will expand Telehealth and other consumer-centric “smart
technologies” to allow individuals to access healthcare and wellness
services remotely.
And I wouldn’t rule out Masonicare one day acquiring
another independent living community, if the right opportunity
presented itself.

DEE’S ANTIQUES
$ PAYS $ TOP DOLLAR sg 203-235-8431
BUYING Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Coins, Military Items,
Musical Instruments, Old Advertising Signs & Memorabilia,
Fishing & Hunting Equipment, Vintage Toys, Comic Books,
Antique Furniture, Anything Old & Unusual
Serving Community & Family Respectfully for Over 50 Years
Call Thomas Spratta at 203-235-8431
600 West Main St., Meriden, CT 06451
TJS600@cox.net

ctfreemasons.net
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Grand Historian's Corner continued from page 6
United States, to the memory of our illustrious Brother George
Washington, and the creation of a fund for that purpose,
by appropriations from the different Grand Lodges. The
communications been read and discuss, the following resolutions
were proposed and adopted:
Resolved, That the sum of five hundred dollars be appropriated
by this Grand Lodge to the erection of a Monument to the
memory of our Illustrious Brother, General George Washington,
whenever similar appropriations, amounting to ten thousand
dollars, shall have been made by the other Grand Lodges of the
United States.
Resolved, That the Grand Master be authorized to appoint
three Trustees from this Grand Lodge, to meet with such Trustees
as may be appointed by the other Grand Lodges in the United
States, at the City of Washington, in the District of Columbia,
on the third Wednesday of February, 1827, then and there
to form themselves into an Association by the name of, “The
Trustees of the Masonic Fund for erecting a Monument over
the remains of Washington, at Mount Vernon.” Any the said
Trustees shall be authorized to make such arrangements as they
shall deem expedient for erecting said Monument; and they shall
report their plan and proceedings to the different Grand Lodges
respectively appointing them; and if a majority of such Grand
Lodges shall approve their plan, said Trustees are authorized
and empowered to erect the same.
And all the while Masonry, whether in Connecticut or across
the nation, looked upward to the mesmerizing Light and built
monuments to its glorious heritage and legacy – all were too
transfixed on it to notice the dark storm clouds gathering behind
them. The Grand Session ended in typical fashion; hearing a few
more petitions and debates on chartering lodges and opining on
local internal lodge squabbles. Connecticut Masonry had a change
in leadership with a bustling agenda in which to take on and resolve.
It was a time of confidence and hope for the Connecticut Craft, but
in reality, with the pending Morgan storm, it was the last years of
the generation and age of Washington’s Masonry – whether here in
Connecticut or across the nation. While Masonry would rise from
the ashes of that fateful period – it would never emerge the same as
before. The old order was gone, a new Connecticut Masonry was
about to face the ultimate test of the Craft in the aftermath. Who
best can work, and best agree?

CONGRATULATIONS TO
OUR 50-YEAR BROTHERS!
Reid B. Burdick
Coastal Lodge No. 57
Edward Cramer
Union Lodge No. 31
Joel Evans
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125
Henry Fitzgerald
Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14
Gregory C. Hill
Coastal Lodge No. 57
Alexander Jarvis
Ashlar Lodge No. 332
Alan W. Luft
Meridian Lodge No. 77
Dennis R. Rich
Jeptha Lodge No. 95
Arthur E. Richards
Bay View Lodge No. 120
Thomas D. Rodgers
Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145
William Woodbury Roots
Ansantawae Lodge No. 89
Walton Baldwin Schlechtweg
Fayette Lodge No. 69
Lynn E. Simpson
Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14
Laurence G. Small
Fayette Lodge No. 69
Lowell R. Spink
Washington Lodge No. 81
Earle W. Tarbell
Composite Lodge No. 28
Nestor Aristotles Zavras
Union Lodge No. 5
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We offer our condolences to the families and friends
of those brothers who have been called by
The Grand Architect of the Universe
Robert C. Ashley
Liberty Continental Lodge No. 76

Herbert Hughes, III
Shepherd Salem Lodge No. 78

Charles Alan Banky
Brainard Lodge No. 102

Harold R. Law, Jr.
Wooster Lodge No. 79

Ernest Champagne
Wolcott Lodge No. 60

Alphonse A. Major
Wyllys St. Johns Lodge No. 4

David P. Custer
Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145

Wayne D. Sabin
St. Johns Lodge No. 2

Irvin Roy Daubert
Temple Lodge No. 16

Edward P. Sanderson
Coastal Lodge No. 57

Frank DiNardo
St. Alban's Lodge No. 38

Walter C. Schiller
Wyllys St. Johns Lodge No. 4

Robert S. Goodman
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

William R. Sears
Sequin Level Lodge No. 140

Clyde H. Hall
Uriel Lodge No. 24

Walter E. Smith
Wooster Lodge No. 79

William Leroy Hitchcock, Jr.
Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88

Ernest Tischler
America St. Johns Lodge No. 8

Sumner Earl Hopkins
Center Lodge No. 97

John Milton VanKirk
Harmony Lodge No. 42

Wooster Lodge No. 10
A.F. & A.M.
~ Since 1781 ~
Serving the Community for
more than 240 years
ctfreemasons.net
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Valley of Hartford, AASR

A

s I was in the hospital and at the
Masonic Healthcare Rehab Center
for about a month, I was unable to
write my usual article for the March issue
of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper.
Therefore, I could not mention several of
the events scheduled to take place at the
Valley of Hartford. Those events were the
presentation of the 17th Degree on DVD,
and a public ceremony, the Feast of the
Pascal Lamb, which was open to family and
friends of our fellow brethren who passed
away since COVID-19 put the Valley into
lockdown. However, the Valley did still
communicate with its members via email
and kept them up to date on the Supreme
Council, NMJ’s presentation of different
degrees online on Thursday nights.

by David R. Blythe, Sr.

2022 DEGREE SCHEDULE
April 9-- 20º DVD; 28º Live;
32º Live (Consistory Day-Lunch Served)
July 14 — 18º Live
All evening degrees start at 7:30 p.m. with
pre-degree dinners beforehand at the Sphinx
Shrine Center at 6:15 p.m. Consistory Day
begins at 9 a.m. and features lunch after the
degrees. Please call the office to reserve your
spot. For more information or to sign up,
please contact the Valley of Hartford office at
office@valleyofhartford.com or by calling our
secretary, Tony Angelica at 860-666-0712.
•
For more information about becoming a
member of the Ancient Accepted Scottish
Rite, or to receive a copy of a Scottish Rite
informational DVD .…
Contact Tony Angelica, 33º, at the
Valley of Hartford, AASR: (860) 666-0712
Email: office@valleyofhartford.com
www.valleyofhartford.org

Thanks to Ill. Frank Way, 33rd, an article
did appear in the March issue. He did
me a favor and wrote a short article about
the requirements necessary for a child or
grandchild, of a member of the Scottish Rite
Valley of Hartford to qualify for a college
scholarship. Either the Supreme Council,
NMJ, Abbott Scholarship or the Valley of
Hartford Scholarship will be awarded to
those member’s children or grandchildren who qualified. In the
past, the average number of scholarships awarded each year has been
anywhere between 28 and 34 scholarships. Prior to the pandemic
the scholarships were presented to the recipients at our Annual
Summer Picnic.
The Scottish Rite year ends on June 15, but the Valley still has
several items on its calendar. Consistory Day is on April 9 with
the live portrayals of the 28th Degree, and the 32nd Degree, along
with the presentation of the 20th Degree on DVD. As in the past,
there will be a Prime Rib luncheon. Please note that reservations
for the luncheon should be made as soon as possible. The cost is
$25 (in advance) or $30 (at the door). However, only a limited
number of walk-ins for the luncheon will be available, so plan
accordingly. The day's activities start at 9 a.m. with the luncheon
splitting the day's activities at noon. The entire day should be over
in mid-afternoon.

from the Scottish Rite Foundation
of Hartford. For those members who
are not members of the Foundation,
you can join and be eligible to attend
their Annual Meeting luncheon,
by contacting our Valley Secretary
for details. There is a one-time life
membership fee required, and it
entitles you to be invited to their
Annual Meeting luncheon, each year,
as their guest.
Have you paid your 2022 dues yet?
In late summer, the dues bills will be
going out for 2023. With the way
prices have been going up on just
about everything, it may become even
harder to make a double payment.

Your dues payments support each
of our four bodies, who in turn are
assessed rent by the Scottish Rite
Foundation of Hartford. The Valley
supports several organizations with
donations: the Children’s Dyslexia
Centers; our Hospitaler Fund that
assist members who need financial
help; subsidizing our pre-degree
dinners, and the Consistory Day
luncheon; supporting DeMolay and Rainbow Girls programs;
making cash donations to the Connecticut Humane Society
and the Newington Fire-Ambulance Service organization, and
subsidizing the Thanksgiving food that Estuary Lodge No. 43
prepares for its local Senior Citizen Center, to feed those in need.
These are just a partial list of donations and support.
I hope that you all noticed the picture, in our latest Valley insert to
the Connecticut Freemasons, of Deputy for Connecticut, Ill. Kevin J.
Hecht, 33rd with a Mohawk haircut. He lost a bet that the Scottish
Rite members could not raise over $2,500 to support our Children’s
Dyslexia Centers.

On Thursday, May 5 at 7:30 p.m. the Valley will hold its
Annual Meeting and Election of Officers. At that meeting, the
Valley’s year-end reports will be presented along with a report
10
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Sphinx Shrine News

S

by Eric Pogg

phinx Shrine, then of Hartford was granted a dispensation by the
Imperial Council of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine on April 13,
1896. It was the 73rd temple to be established in North America.
Current Shrine Centers now stand at 200 worldwide. The Sphinx Shrine
Charter was officially signed June 23, 1896.

Sphinx Shrine is now enjoying 126 years of
history. Shriners International is celebrating
150 years with the formation of Mecca
Shriners in 1872 in New York City.
Shriners Children’s is celebrating 100 years.

Sphinx Shrine came into history because there was a need for a Temple in
rapidly growing Hartford and its surrounding territory. Masonry has always
been strongly entrenched in Connecticut and until Sphinx was established,
those who desired to become Nobles of the Mystic Shrine found it necessary
to travel to Pyramid Temple, then of Bridgeport. It was not surprising,
therefore, that on the night of February 26, 1896, a group of 19 Nobles
gathered at the Masonic Club in Hartford to initiate the movement that was
to give Connecticut its second Shrine Temple.

Founded as the Ancient Arabic Order
of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, the
organization has grown and evolved over the decades. In the late 1900s to
early 2000s, the fraternity was referred to as Shriners of North America,
given that chapters were in the U.S. and Canada. In 2010, a resolution
was passed to replace the name with Shriners International, reflecting the
fraternity’s worldwide presence. More recently, with the ever-changing
world of healthcare, the name of Shriners Hospitals for Children had been
changes to Shriners Children’s.

In the humble beginnings
of Sphinx Shrine, the names
of the following Nobles were
mentioned in the proceedings:
Frank D. May, Rial S. Peck,
James H. Jarman, H.B.
Philbrick, Charles B. Andrus,
William T. Marchant and Sidney
E. Clark. Peck was selected
Chairman of the meeting and
Jarman the Secretary. These
Nobles were the pioneers of
Sphinx. They had the vision
and courage to build a Temple
and make application to the
Imperial Council for a Charter.
A committee appointed to select
a name for the new Temple
reported that “Sphinx” had
been chosen and the name was
immediately adopted.

Sphinx Shriners

3066 Berlin Turnpike
Newington, CT 06111

The Mission of Sphinx Shriners is to:
• Be the premier fraternal organization for men of good character.
• Provide attractive, quality programs and services for its
members, their families, and their friends in a spirit of fun,
fellowship, and social camaraderie.
• Foster self-improvement through leadership, education, the
perpetuation of moral values, and community involvement.
• Serve mankind through the resources of its philanthropy,
Shriners Children’s.
If you would like more information or an application to
Sphinx Shriners for the Spring Ceremonial, please register
oline at www.BeAShrinerNow.com or contact Noble Eric
Pogg at 860-803-0784 or at ejpogg@gmail.com

The first meeting of Sphinx Shriners under dispensation, was held at
a store owned by Noble William T. Marchant at Allyn Street, Hartford,
on April 24, 1896, and a permanent organization was formed with the
election of Rial S. Peck as Potentate.
Four meetings were held while the Temple was under dispensation at
which detailed incidentals to organize were completed. Meetings were held
at the old Hartford Auditorium, Noble W. T. Marchant’s store, Recorder
Sidney E. Clarke’s office at 356 Main Street, Hartford, and the Masonic
Temple on Anne Street.
At the meeting held on July 13, 1896, the members were notified that a
charter had been granted to Sphinx Shrine and on the following October
15, at a ceremonial held in Foot Guard Hall, Imperial Potentate Harrison
Dingman assisted by Imperial Recorder Benjamin W. Rowell, presented
the Charter to Illustrious Potentate Peck. The Imperial Potentate then
constituted Sphinx Shrine, presented the Illustrious Potentate with the
emblem and authority.
ctfreemasons.net

860-666-5449
www.sphinxshriners.org

The possibilities for having fun
as a Shriner are endless, and it is
often said our members are "first
to fun." Sphinx Shrine has plenty
of activity-based clubs, units and
events that provide ways for members
to connect with each other in a
fun environment. A unique aspect
of our Shrine is that creativity is
encouraged, and if a club for a
particular activity doesn’t exist,
members are empowered to create
one. Sphinx Shrine will provide
guidance and resources to help
members develop their ideas and
build their own member experience.

In today's busy world defined
by demanding careers, family
responsibilities and social obligations,
men have many diversions vying for their time. While other organizations
offer membership centered around one hobby or interest, it isn’t always
practical or affordable to join multiple groups. However, as a Shriner, a
man can be involved in as much or as little as he chooses. For example,
a member can be part of a hiking club, motorcycle unit or professional
development club; attend golf outings, beer or wine tastings and
participate in events with his family – all within one organization. And
he can do all of these things while spending time with a group of fun,
trustworthy, supportive friends and their families.
The members of Sphinx Shriners share common values and qualities,
but the fraternity also appreciates their differences in personalities,
backgrounds, and interests. The organization thrives on a variety of
member experiences. For example, everyone enjoys breaking bread with
friends, whether you prefer to attend a formal dinner party or having a
casual dinner after Motor Patrol practice or at one of the many Shrine
Clubs that meet across Connecticut, these options are available to you
through Sphinx Shrine.

Connecticut Freemasons • April 2022

11

Science Affirms the Benefic Effect of Charity

T

by John A. Amarilios, membership@lafayetteconsistory.com

he month of April sees the Valley of Bridgeport and the
Lafayette Consistory celebrating the arrival of spring with
degree and, memorial presentations.

The moving presentation of the “Feast of the Paschal Lamb” will
take place at 7:30 on April 11. It is a celebration of the lives of all
the brothers who have transitioned to the lodge in the heavens made
without hands, in the past two years. The presentation is open to all
Masons and their families. A dinner will be served, by reservation only,
at the Pyramid Shrine next door to the Theater in Stratford at 6 p.m.
On April 25, the Dewitt Clinton Lodge of Perfection will present
the 5th Degree live at 7:30 with a
video rendition of the 12th Degree
immediately following. Again,
dinner will be served at 6 p.m. at the
Pyramid Shrine next door.
I hold that when a person dies, His
soul returns again to earth; Arrayed in
some new flesh-disguise, another mother
gives him birth – Bro. John Masefield
(1878-1967) “A Creed”

part of the brain that is activated when a decision to pocket the
monies for themselves.
A second part of the brain was also activated, the so called subgenual
area, a part of the frontal lobes, an area of the brain that contains a
dense collection of receptors for oxytocin, a hormone which promotes
relationships between people. These findings lead the author to suggest
a link between altruism and social relationships.
Lastly, a third part of the brain, the anterior prefrontal cortex was
activated. This part of the brain regulates our ability to make complex
judgments and decisions.

SCOTTISH RITE DEGREES
Mon., April 11 - Stratford
Feast of the Paschal Lamb

Mon. April 25 - Strarford
5th Degree (live), 12the Degree (video)
Mon., May 2 - Stratford
32nd Degree (live) Dinner - 5 p.m.

Degrees start at 7:30 p.m.
Dinners at 6 p.m. unless otherwise stated,
in the Shrine building.
Reservations required. Call the
Consistory Office at 203-375-0064.

The results were duplicated by
an economist at the University
of Oregon, Bill Harbaugh, who
discovered that charitable giving
also activated a fourth section
of the brain – the nucleus
accumbens. This section of the
brain contains neurons that
releases dopamine as well.

Further research has uncovered
We live in a truly incredible time
the fact that not only giving
Meals and Degrees are subject to Health Dept. edicts in
in history, where the opportunity
of money, but also giving
affect at the time of the event.
to actually confirm physically the
time or support to others also
benefits of the ancient wisdom and
brings about happiness. The
orthodox religious teachings has, in
journal Psychological Science
many instances, become a reality.
reported in an article “Providing
Masonic science, as well as religion,
Social Support May Be More
has forever inculcated the practice of
Beneficial Than Receiving
charity as a spiritual path to light and a higher, happier consciousness.
It,” that mortality was greatly reduced for individuals who reported
providing instrumental support to friends, spouses, relatives, and
A recent book, What Makes a Hero? The Surprising Science of
neighbors. The implications for understanding how social contact
Selflessness by Elizabeth Svoboda, establishes the fact that there is a
influences health and longevity are undeniable. The Psychological
biological basis for why individuals experience feelings of elevated
Science journal further cites numerous additional studies that confirm
happiness when engaging in charitable endeavors. A 2013 Wall
these findings. For example, two studies (Omoto and Snyder, 1995;
Street Journal article, “Hard Wired for Giving,” not only cites the
and Wilson and Musick, 1999) found that volunteering provides
above book, but also quotes Jordan Grafman, the director of brain
benefits to volunteers such as improved physical and mental health.
injury research at the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, who was
Increased happiness and decreased depression along with a sense of
researching empathy and generosity in the mid-2000’s. His studies
purpose, belonging, and mattering was associated with a regimen of
involved positioning subjects inside a brain scanner and then giving
volunteering.
the subjects choices to donate, refuse to donate, or to pocket for
themselves monies that they had been given and laid at their disposal
for purposes of the experiment.
The results led to some profound revelations. Utilizing MRI scans,
the study found that when a person makes a decision to donate,
three sections of the brain are activated. When people act generously,
different areas of the brain light up, and some acts further result in a
release of the pleasure inducing chemical, dopamine.
The first part is the midbrain. This is the identical part of the
brain that controls the desire for food and sex. It is also the same
12

We now see how modern science has finally quantified and explained
how charity, one of the triumvirates of the Masonic Principles of Faith,
Hope, and Charity, operates. Masonic science, if we closely follow its
teachings, will enable us to navigate our mortal sojourn successfully and
with purpose – helping others, while we help ourselves.
Fiat Lux!
As always, the Valley of Bridgeport, stands ready to help further your
understanding of the Three degrees of Freemasonry. Should you have
questions about the Scottish Rite, please feel free to contact me at the email
address above, or call the Consistory office at (203) 375-0064.
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3rd District Blue Lodge Council Honors its
Past and Present Brethren by Martin J. Macary
On January 27, the 3rd District Blue Lodge Council met at Morningstar Lodge
No. 47 in Seymour. The 3rd district consists of ten lodges and spans from St. Andrew’s Lodge
No. 64 in Winsted to King Hiram’s Lodge No.12 in Shelton and
all of the lodges in between.
The brethren gathered to commemorate the lives of recently departed brothers who slipped
from the bounds of earthly grasp to reside in that house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. Twenty-eight brothers from the 3rd Masonic District died in the last year and it was
fitting and proper to remember them. RWB Al Rollinson and RWB Steven Nevins, both of
Shepherd Salem Lodge No. 78, conducted the necrology ceremony, which has its origins in a
similar military commemorative ceremony for missing and downed pilots.
A table was set for nine, representing the nine lodges of the 3rd District, for dinner with lit
candles and place cards for each of the lodges. As RWB Rollinson read out the names of the
departed brethren from each lodge, a bell was rung, a candle extinguished, and the place card
removed from the table. The necrology ceremony is a solemn ceremony for a solemn time.

RWB Al Rollinson reads the names of those
who have passed.

RWB Shane Dufresne, RW Grand Marshal and 3rd District Grand Lodge representative then
presented the 3rd District Mason of the Year award to WB Peter Keefe, St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 64.
He was picked by the 3rd District permanent members. WB Peter is a Past Master of St. Andrew’s
Lodge and is currently the chaplin. WB Peter was chosen for his 48-plus years of devotion to the
Craft and the work he puts into his Masonic profession for the betterment of the lodges and brothers
in the district.
The brethren of the 3rd District then elected new officers for the ensuing year:
WB Jack Baril, President; RWB Mark Dzurnak, Vice-President; WB Kenneth Tarwood, Chaplain;
and RWB John Stack, Secretary. MWPGM Marshall K. Robinson, then installed the newly elected
officers in due form.

RWB Stephen Nevins performs the
necrology ceremony.

RWB Shane Dufresne presents WB Peter Keefe
the 3rd District Mason of the Year Award.
RWB Mark Dzurnak, WB Jack Baril,
WB Ken Tarwood, and WB Doug Barry.

ctfreemasons.net
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8th District Blue Lodge Council
Hosts Surprise Birthday Bash
by Phillip E. Rathbun

On Monday, February 28, with 55 members of the 8th District Blue Lodge Council present at
Coastal Lodge No. 57, the highlight of the evening was a surprise birthday celebration. After a
wonderful evening meal of lasagna, salad and all the fixings, RWB C.A. Duke of Somerset-St.
James Lodge No. 34, was given a surprise cherry cobbler pie and two cakes lit with nine candles
(in honor of his 90th year, and that took him nine minutes to extinguish), and of course serenaded
by the brothers singing “Happy Birthday.”
RWB Robert Krawiec, District Deputy of District 8A baked the pie personally, complete
with Square and Compasses and Duke’s name.
We wish RWB C.A. Duke many more happy and healthy birthdays to come!

F

The Landmarks of Freemasonry by Chip Stamm

reemasonry is a unique society and institution that
endeavors to positively impact every brother (member) to
emulate civility in our society and engage in a life-long
quest to make our world a better place for those who follow. Our
Connecticut Masonic Law and Practice defines The Landmarks
of Freemasonry as “those ancient principles and practices which
mark out and distinguish Freemasonry as such, and they are the
source of Masonic Jurisprudence.”
Freemasonry is not a religion; it better explained as a science and an
art. The “Landmarks of Freemasonry” encompass both realms, the
“science” (exoteric) and the “art” (esoteric), known as Freemasonry.
Landmarks of “the science” of speculative Freemasonry teach its
principals of morality and virtue, its tenants of Brotherly Love,
Relief and Truth, and its belief in a supreme-being that unites all
mankind as brothers. Masonic scholars over the centuries have
attempted to quantify and define the Landmarks of “the science” to
provide each brother with a place to start on this personal journey
through the Landmarks of “the art.” The first major attempt to
define Landmarks was published by Albert Mackey (1807-1881)

14

in 1858 enumerating “25 Landmarks of Freemasonry.” (Take some
time to Google Mackey’s Landmarks).
In the 1950s Grand Lodges across America each adopted written
Landmarks for their jurisdiction that I contend are Landmarks
of “the science.” Our Grand Lodge of Connecticut at that time
recognized “15 Landmarks” and “6 Ancient Charges of a Free
Mason” that are attached to our Constitution. (Take some time to
review our Connecticut Grand Lodge Constitution with its Ancient
Charges and Landmarks.) These are invaluable resources for every
brother to contemplate, to govern his actions, and provide better
government for the Craft in Connecticut as a whole.
Landmarks of “the art” of speculative Freemasonry are unwritten
and need to be developed by each brother individually as he applies
the principles taught in “the science” to the circumstances of life he
encounters along his journey. Our ritual provides the best insight
for the individual in determining these unwritten Landmarks
and how to best apply them to improve himself as he builds his
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District 1

Lodges 3, 5, 6, 8, 19, 65, 67, 85, 104, 109, 107, 142, 144, 149

Acacia Lodge No. 85
Announces Annual
Awards Lunch
by Michael D. Sabia Jrr.

At the Stated Communication of Acacia Lodge
No. 85 in Greenwich on February 12, the
Annual Awards for 2022 were announced to the members.
The Annual Warren J. Dennison Community Service Award will go
to local citizen Joseph Havrenack, a retired Greenwich police officer who
donates much of his time to the Neighbor-to-Neighbor food pantry, among
many other organizations. The award was created in 2019 to honor a
local member of the community who goes above and beyond in his or her
volunteerism in the Greenwich community.
The next award, a revision of the former Hon. David N. Theis
Scholarship, was rededicated this year as the Hon. David N. Theis
Outstanding Teaching Award. It is to be given to a local public school
teacher who makes a difference in the youth of Greenwich. The award

comes with a plaque and a $1000 grant to the teacher. The first recipient
of the award is Ms. Sandra Zuccarelli, a reading specialist at the Old
Greenwich Elementary School who has had a profound effect improving
her students reading at or above their grade level.
The recipient of the Mason of the Year Award will be announced at the
ceremony.
The recipient of the Dr. Albert E. Austin Meritorious Service Award for 2022
will also be announced at the ceremony. This award was also commissioned in
2019, is limited to no more than one per year awarded by the Worshipful Master
and has the likeness of RWB Albert E. Austin on the jewel. This award was
previously presented to WB James Fahy in 2020, prior to his passing later that
year, and to Brother Ralph DelVecchio in 2021.
Both awards were created by Acacia Lodge to honor those who work well
and exemplify the tenets of our time-honored institution to both Masons
and non-Masons alike.
The Annual Awards Lunch will be held on Saturday May 28 at 12 p.m.
in the dining hall of the St. Lawrence Society. Tickets are $20 per person
for the lunch. RSVP’s can be made by emailing mdsabiajr@gmail.com.

Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3
Presentation on Freemasonry
and Stoicism
On February 17, Fidelity-St. John’s No. 3 held their stated communication and business meeting. As an
ongoing effort to provide education to the lodge, especially to the many young members, Worshipful
Master Fritzner Erauda provided a short presentation about the similarities of Freemasonry and Stoicism,
focusing solely on the Four Cardinal Virtues.
Everyone has been challenged in many ways in the last couple years. Between COVID-19 and the
ongoing conflict in Eastern Europe, many cannot help but reflect on what the future holds. Everyone has
had their share of losses, especially within Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge. But the question that matters is, how
will these challenges affect how we see the world? How will these challenges influence how we act? Finally,
how can we turn these challenges to our advantage and make us better people and brothers?

$$$

Never Pay
Dues Again!
The Grand Lodge has
adopted a Lifetime
Membership Plan.
Join the growing list of
Lifetime Members.

The Worshipful Master shared his thoughts and lessons he learned while practicing the philosophy of
Stoicism, which is a philosophy of personal ethics and a methodology for seeking practical wisdom in life. Like
Freemasonry, Stoicism has its Four Cardinal Virtues, which are Wisdom, Justice, Courage, and Temperance.
These cardinal virtues present notable similarities to Freemasonry’s Four Cardinal Virtues, which are Fortitude,
Prudence, Temperance, and Justice.

Contact the Grand Lodge
office or the the Grand
Secretary
for an aplication.

The Worshipful Master concluded his education by asking all the brothers present to take a moment and
find a quiet place to just sit down and reflect, to think about each one of the virtues individually and what it
means to them.

Grand Secretary:
grandsecretary@
ctfreemasons.net

To read more about the education, please visit the lodge website
at https://fidelitystjohns3.com/.
ctfreemasons.net
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Corinthian Lodge No. 104 Installation of Officers
by Pedro Garcia

Corinthian Lodge No. 104 celebrated a wonderful occasion for this year's installation. Lots of great brothers from many lodges attended the festivities.
MWPGM Steve Petri along with WB Adam Plotnick were the installing officers. Thank you very much for the great work.
There was a Lewis Jewel presented, along with really good food, fun, and fellowship. Local brothers, Prince Hall brothers, and out-of-state brothers
along with family, candidates, and those viewing through Zoom made this a very special event.
Corinthian Lodge says thank you all for the support and all
who helped and attended, and a wish for a blessed year to WM
Travis Gerald and the suite of officers.

Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge
No. 3 Portrays Entered
Apprentice Degree in
Candlelight by Fritzner Erauda
On the evening of the first Thursday of March, the brothers of
Fidelity-St. John’s No. 3 welcomed four new Entered Apprentices
in a dark room filled with nothing but candlelight. The brothers
in attendance were transported from a regular lodge room to
something resembling that of a magical world of Hogwarts.
To try something new and to provide a memorable experience
to the new brothers, the members of the lodge hung several
lanterns and placed candelabras in several stations of the lodge.
The entire room was silent except for an eerie-yet-calming
music, that added to the ambiance of the room. It’s as if
everyone was in a trance and their focus and attention was only
on what was in front of them.

Several lanterns and candelabras placed around the lodge room.

The brothers of Fidelity-St. John’s No. 3 not only provided
a memorable experience to the newly initiated brothers, but
also to the rest of the brothers in attendance who’d never seen a
degree done in such a way.
Congratulations to the members of Fidelity-St. John's Lodge for a memorable degree.
Congratulations to the four new Entered Apprentices!
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Founder’s Day Table Lodge: Celebrating The 260th Anniversary
of Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3 by Fritzner Erauda
“Give me the punch ladle, I’ll fathom the bowl” was one
of the many songs that surrounded the entire dining hall
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church on Saturday, February 12.
The brothers of Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3, and many
visiting brothers from other lodges in the state, celebrated
their 260th anniversary by singing songs fitting such a
monumental occasion.
It was on the same day in 1762 that St. John’s Lodge No. 3
received their charter from George Harrison, the Provincial
Grand Master of the Colony of New York, enabling them to
organize a Masonic lodge in Fairfield County. Throughout its
long history, St. John’s Lodge gave birth to several new lodges,
some still prospering today. Others however, like Fidelity Lodge
No. 134 merged back into St. John’s Lodge in 1990, reforming
its name to Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3.
With over 40 brothers attending, representing at least different
lodges in the state, the brothers enjoyed each other’s company
through seven ceremonial toasts. However, the highlight of the
evening wasn’t any one of the toasts, but rather an old tavern just
a short distance away.
To make the evening memorable, the brothers had a private tour
of the Sun Tavern, known to have held some of St. John’s Lodge’s
stated communications. The Sun Tavern is located on Old Post
Road, originally called the “King’s Highway” that connected the
colonies of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. It was believed
that Bro. George Washington stayed at the Tavern during a
presidential tour of New England on October 16, 1789.
Incorporating a tour of the Sun Tavern was very fitting.
It gave the members of Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge a better
appreciation of their own history. For the visiting brothers, it
gave them a memorable experience and opens new ideas for a
similar or other innovative program they can incorporate for
their next table lodge.

ctfreemasons.net
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Friendship, Morality, and Brotherly Love by Pedro Garcia

An unfortunate time of grieving is never sought for one to suffer alone. A
dear Corinthian Lodge brother suffered such a loss when a family member
of his passed away just before the holiday season. This was compounded
by the fact that he had lost two others, including his father and another
sibling, as well as his beloved dog, within the past couple of years.

A few brothers from Corinthian Lodge No.104 and Fidelity -St. John’s
Lodge No. 3 met after the funeral to attend a Celebration of Life in honor of
this beautiful woman. However, their role wasn't only to celebrate but to help,
aid, and assist. Along with the family, the brothers set up, opened in prayer,
served food, and then helped clean up.

However, as brothers in this honorable fraternity know, as one hand
reaches out, another is there to meet it. This display of friendship,
morality, and brotherly love is what brothers hold so dear.

As brethren are all fingers of the hand, it is important that brothers
remember these principal values and continue to support each other, and
this, “Our Masonic Walk.”

The Landmarks of Freemasonry

continued from on page 14

inner spiritual temple. Often, I have sat in lodge pondering a personal life
situation to myself during a degree, then suddenly, a line in a charge or
obligation will provide me a solution to the situation I was uncertain of.
That is the power of Masonry and its Landmarks. To me the search for
the unwritten Landmarks of “the art” continue to make me a better man,
husband, father, and citizen of my communities.
The originators of Freemasonry placed much faith in the hearts and minds
of its brothers and saw no need to explicitly spell out “Landmarks” for us to
follow. Just as each lodge Master is “charged” to search the book of sacred law
for truths therein he needs to guide his decisions “as he therein shall find it,”
each lodge member is encouraged search for Landmarks and apply them to his
life journey.
As truths are truths…. Landmarks are Landmarks… both left to
the individual to personally benefit from and put into practice. Each
circumstance in life and lodge is unique and we as Masons are fortunate to
have this rich heritage of Truths and Landmarks to aid us on our journey to
leave the world a better place for those who follow. We here in Connecticut
and across the globe entrust these “Landmarks” to every Master Mason who
is “charged” to carefully preserve the Landmarks, never infringe upon them
nor deviate from the established usages and customs of the fraternity.

LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING MORE
IN MASONRY?
Applications are still being
accepted for the current
Scottish Rite Classes.

See what we have to offer
by visiting our website:
valleyofnewhaven.org

But how does a good and faithful brother act upon this charge? It takes
time and effort, laboring in the quarries of Freemasonry, and the rewards
and benefits there from correspondently increase.
18
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Lodges 13, 18, 21, 39, 40, 48, 49

2nd Masonic District Comes
Together at Jerusalem
Lodge No. 49 by Daniel W. Nichols
On February 21, the 2nd Masonic District came together in
spectacular fashion. In these days of the “me” generation, Masonry
once again prevailed.
Jerusalem Lodge No. 49 in Ridgefield was set to have an Entered
Apprentice Degree. But due to unforeseen circumstances and illness,
some essential brothers were going to be absent. Rather than cancel
the degree, RWB Jim Saraceni, District Deputy of 2B, put out a call
to arms. The call was heard, and the response was astounding.
Every lodge from the district sent brothers with the “can do”
attitude. Brothers showed up for a degree not knowing what part
they would be asked to do, but happy to do any part needed. This is
Masonry! The degree was done, and the candidate became a brother.
Brothers in the lodge laughed about how fun it was and how long it had
been since every lodge in the district was at one degree. It was a night
everyone will remember.

Take this story to heart brothers. If you are not traveling to the lodges
in your district, you are missing out on the fun of it all. The nights that
do not go as planned are the nights that you look fondly back on. When
things go awry but brothers pull together, that is Masonry in its truest
form.

Afterward brothers hung out and told stories of how traveling in the past
would lead to nights like this. These are always the nights that everyone
looks back on and states, “I was there!”

Lightning Strikes Twice in
8th District by Ted Nelson
So many of the brothers that I have known over the years who were
raised in the 1930s, 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s have seen what I just
witnessed for the very first time over the last 18 months. Brothers,
fathers, and sons, at the initiation of their grandson or son into Masonry.
In July, 2020, during a Special Communication, the Worshipful Master
and officers of Brainard Lodge No. 102 initiated Mr. Zachary Larkham,
who is the son of WB Scott Larkham, who with his father, Brother Del
Larkham were present and accounted for. It was a very special night for all
involved. Brother Zach then went off to college. It wasn’t until the winter
and spring of 2021 that we were able to pass and raise Brother Zach
to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason. For each degree, father and
grandfather were in attendance, and so was I.

friends and active in the fraternity. Both are members of my sister lodge,
Wooster Lodge No. 10 in Colchester. After the formal program young
Jeff asked me privately how he could become a Mason. Well that was all
the qualifications I needed and since all Masons keep an envelope in the
glove box of their car or truck with a blank petition, I proceeded to excuse
myself for a short walk back to my truck. I returned and gave the envelope
to Jeff in the presence of his dad and said, “Just fill it out and get it back to
your dad.”
This past January, while Jeff was on his college break, the Master
and officers of Wooster Lodge No. 10 initiated Jeff while his dad and
grandfather looked on with much pride. I was just happy to be there and
pitch in where needed and enjoyed watching lightning strike a second
time in my life. Wow! What a blessing.

Over the summer of 2021 I went to a Court of Honor for the Boy
Scouts to represent our Grand Master in presenting a certificate to Eagle
Scout Jeff Stober. I’ve known this young man for years because his dad,
Brother Cody Stober and his grandfather, Brother Jeff Stober, are dear
ctfreemasons.net
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District 3

Lodges 7, 11, 12, 17, 42, 47, 55, 64, 76, 78

Harmony Lodge No. 42 celebrates
WB George Washington by Martin Macary
On a cold and windy Saturday evening, 60 brothers and friends gathered at the Waterbury
Masonic Temple to celebrate the life and achievements of Worshipful Brother George
Washington. Brothers came from far and near in anticipation of the wonderful meal that
Harmony Lodge No. 42 has earned the reputation of serving to the brethren.
The meal started with a prodigious amount of appetizers, including fantastic elk and
venison sausage and peppers carefully prepared by Brother Gerry Matthews. An excellent
green salad with an enormous number of toppings, and a hearty pasta with marinara sauce,
rounded out the pre-dinner courses. In the kitchen, Bro. Frank Pisani, Bro. Gary Byram, and
RWB Marty Macary were preparing 45 pounds of beef filet for dinner. Sautéed mushrooms
and mashed potatoes were also served along with green beans. Cherry, apple, and blueberry
pies with vanilla ice cream were served for dessert while guests listened to a lecture by RWB
David Sharkis.
RWB Dave gave an inspiring lecture on WB George concerning his Masonic career,
his presidency, and the 100th Anniversary of
the laying of the cornerstone of the George
Washington Masonic Memorial, located in
Alexandria, Virginia. All brethren and friends
received a copy of “George Washington’s Rules
of Civility and Decent Behavior in Company
and Conversation.” The assembled brothers and
friends then sang “Happy Birthday” to RWB
Dave and wished him many happy returns of the
day while Dave cut his birthday cake.
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District 4

Lodges 1, 9, 16, 22, 30, 38, 63, 66, 77, 79, 87, 89, 97, 115, 125, 332, 401, 500

The Old Lodge at Hiram Makes
New Brothers by Jeffrey A. Blayman
It is always with a profound sense of wonderment that brethren reconnect
with their core values, sitting on the sidelines watching another Entered
Apprentice Degree unfold. The lessons once learned about governing
themselves through the meaning of the Holy Bible, square and compasses
once again illuminates their present condition. Masons are taught to
conform to the law of the land and to abide by the rules and regulations of
the lodge. They are taught to hold the Bible in high esteem as the rule and
guide of faith, to square their actions, less they bring reproach upon their
lodge and fraternity. The compasses teach brethren to circumscribe their
passions and keep themselves within due bounds towards all mankind but
especially one another. It’s refreshing to look upon young brothers who are
eager to uphold Masonry’s glorious traditions.

The Hiram degree team with new brothers Jordon Restifo,
Tyler Pascarella, Nicholas Gachi.

Here at the Old Lodge the efforts of the brethren make a lasting impression
upon the candidates once again. WM Scott R. Atkins was pleased
by the degree team and their dedication to proficiency. Indeed, the
new brothers were fortunate. The WM withheld the business of the
evening until after the degree, allowing the newly made brothers to
witness and take in the order and manner the labor of the evening.
A hearty congratulations was given to all for the hard work and
dedication, but a special note of gratitude was offered to WB Kyle
Podpolucha of Annawon Lodge No. 115 for his lengthy and flawless
3rd Section Lecture. WB Keith Macdowall, the most recent Past
Master of Hiram Lodge No. 1 was given his Past Master Apron
in honor of service to the fraternity. In addition, Bro. Raul Pereles
received his 5-year service pin with a hearty round of applause by the
assembled brethren.

WB Keith Macdowall received his
PM apron from WB Scott R Atkins.

Bro. Raul Pereles receives his 5-year award
from WM Scott R. Atkins.

Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66 Hosts
31st Annual Robert Burns Night
by David Cole

On Saturday, March 5, 64 friends, families, and brothers came out to enjoy the
31st Annual Robert Burns Night at Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66 in Branford.
There were pipes, drums, haggis and more. After a year of COVID-19 restrictions
this annual tradition was a welcome return. Joining the celebration this year was
MWGM William E. Bohman, and four current Worshipful Masters – WB Jonathan
Collingwood of Widow’s Son Lodge, WB John Kelley of St Albans Lodge No. 38,
WB Scott Atkins of Hiram Lodge No. 1, and WB Albert Johnson of Masonic Lodge
of Research No. 401.

Visitors

Continued on page 22
ctfreemasons.net
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District 4 continued from page 21
The haggis was presented by WB Al Johnson, and was piped in by Brothers Kyle Dougherty of
Pyramid Shriners and Gary Jenson of Sphinx Temple. WM Jonathan Collingwood then gave The
Address to the Haggis from memory. Many toasts, food and drink followed.
Widow’s Son Lodge would like to thank the brothers from Hiram Lodge who provided the chefs
for the evening. The food was delicious and the company great. The evening closed with all
holding hands and the singing Auld Lang Syne.
In the words of the immortal Robert Burns:
And you, farewell! whose merits claim
Justly that highest badge to wear:
Heav'n bless your honour'd noble name,
To Masonry and Scotia dear!
A last request permit me here,
When yearly ye assemble a',
One round, I ask it with a tear,
To him, the Bard that's far awa.

Piping in the haggis.
Addressing the haggis.

The memorial toast.
The Selkirk Grace

The kitchen crew
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District 5

Lodges 14, 29, 33, 36, 101, 128, 140, 146, 148

Friendship Lodge No. 33
Welcomes Author Angel Millar

History; The Three stages of Initiatic Spirituality and his more recent release,
The Path of the Warrior Mystic – Being a Man in an Age of Chaos.

It was a great honor and privilege for the brethren of Friendship Lodge
No. 33 in Southington to welcome award-winning author, Brother Angel
Millar, who spoke at the lodge on February 7.

Brother Millar is a 20-plus year Mason, raised in 2001 at Publicity
Lodge No. 1000 in New York. With his extensive background in initiatic
societies in both England and America, he is also a master of hypnosis and
related consciousness techniques and has over a decade of experience in
martial arts. He is a Masonic author known for his writings on initiation,
symbolism, and self-development.

Brother Millar is the author of The Crescent and The Compass;
Freemasonry: Foundation of the Western Esoteric Tradition; Freemasonry: A

Brother Millar is also the new Guest Editor in Chief of the Fraternal
Review, the magazine of the Southern California Research Lodge.

by Allyan L. Lopes

							

Brother Millar and WB Lopes

Brother Millar addresses the lodge.

Friendship Lodge No. 33 Holds Ladies
at Table for Ladies Night by Gary Arseneau
Friendship Lodge No. 33 celebrated Ladies Night by holding a Ladies at Table table lodge. Fortyfive brothers and ladies attended. Friendship Lodge’s Junior Warden, RWB Rudy Cabata, and the
Stewards, Brothers Jacob Manke and Andrew Pion, served a wonderful seven-course dinner.
All the ladies had a wonderful time and are looking forward to the event next year.

ctfreemasons.net
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Frederick Franklin
Lodge No. 14 Initiates
Three New Brothers
by Patrick Kilby

The brothers of Frederick Franklin Lodge
No. 14 congratulate their three newest brothers,
Marlon Zakuri, Peter Morrone, Bilal Chakas, who
received their Entered Apprentice Degree in front of a
packed lodge on Tuesday, February 22.
As always, the brothers from Unity Lodge No. 148
showed strong support as they attended the degree as
well. The brothers of Frederick Franklin Lodge sincerely
thank everyone who attended.

Frederick Franklin Lodge
No. 14 Hosts Traditional
Monthly Breakfast by Patrick Kilby
Fredrick Franklin Lodge No. 14 in Plainville has resurrected a monthly
tradition started by brothers of the
lodge some years ago. A monthly meet
up for breakfast to enjoy fellowship and
to share happenings in one’s life and/or
the community. An opportunity to also
reminisce about the good old days over
a cup of coffee or tea and the enjoyment
of some good hot comfort food among
brothers of the fraternity.
The political theology network opines:
Eating together is an intimate act. It’s no
coincidence that in many present-day cultures
first dates occur around food (or at least coffee). On the one hand, food,
literally the eating of bread in Luke’s Gospel account, is a basic need of
life. On the other hand, to share this act with someone else breeds a sort of
familiarity and trust. In a first-century Jewish context, particularly among
ritually observant Pharisees, this intimacy was heightened by a concern for
ritual purity, which could be disrupted by eating with someone who was
ritually unclean.

another in an otherwise highly silo-ed world. The meal becomes a moment of
community in which everyone connects first over a common hunger, but then,
over an opportunity to share common hopes, joys, and pains.
In the ancient Greco-Roman world, the meal was a place not only of
conversation, but of philosophical dialogue. Long before Jesus reclined
to his first meal, emperors, senators, and philosophers were reclining to
high browed entertainment and intellectual
conversation. By the first century in the
Roman occupied Mediterranean, the word
“symposium,” used to designate such elite
feasts, had become a common term used to
describe the act of eating together among all
classes of people.
Masonic history is rich and deep with the
meeting of men over a meal and the discussion
that entailed.
The brothers of Frederick Franklin Lodge
welcome any brother who would like to join
in our monthly breakfast. Each month varies, but there are normally
anywhere from 8-20 brothers who join. Brethren meet on the third
Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. at Uncle Bob’s Ham & Eggers, 2
Linden Street, Plainville. Stop down and enjoy some fellowship and
comfort food with some great brothers!

The intimacy of eating together is further solidified by the connection between
meals and conversation. Today, families are encouraged to eat together so
that they can share their days and weeks and maintain connections with one
24
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Worshipful Master of Friendship Lodge
No. 33 Receives Master’s Achievement
Award by Rudolph Cabata
On Monday, March 7, WB Vasilios Tiniakos, the most recent Past Master of Friendship
Lodge No. 33 in Southington, was presented with a Master’s Achievement Award. The
award was presented by RWB Nick Ives, representing the Masonic Education Committee.
Along with RWB Nick, and a full lodge of brothers and friends, RWB Brian Beals read a
letter from RWB Harry Needham III, District Deputy of Masonic District 5B, praising
WB Vasilios for all his hard work and contributions to Masonry. Current Worshipful Master
Allyn Lopes spoke about the friendship that he and WB Vasilios had formed while serving
as officers together.
RWB Nicholas Ives, WB Vasilios Tiniakos, WB Allyn Lopes
and RWB Brian Beals.

District 6

Lodges 4, 25, 28, 70, 73, 88, 145, 400

Mason’s
“Gotcha
Day”

by Patrick Jones
Every dog has his day!
Some would say a
“Gotcha Day.”
Last spring the
South Windsor Police
Department needed a
police dog. The SWPD
had been without a dog
for almost ten years. The
brothers of Hartford
Evergreen Lodge No. 88 decided to help purchase a dog for the
department. The dog, fittingly named Mason, was a fifteen-month-old
German Shepherd that had been imported from Slovenia.
Before Mason joined the police force, the SWPD had to borrow a dog’s
services from other agencies. This was time consuming and costly. It
sometimes caused unnecessary delays in responding to alarms. This is no
longer the case since the brothers of Hartford Evergreen Lodge intervened

Mason. After initially completing a rigorous 15-week training course at
the State of Connecticut Police Academy, Mason and Officer Cosenza
have been trained in various areas of crime prevention, and like other such
police teams, have proven to be very valuable assets.
According to retired South Windsor Police Chief Scott Custer, also a
Freemason, “today (February 17) is canine Mason’s 'gotcha' day! Thanks to
a generous donation from the Hartford-Evergreen Masonic Lodge, Mason
was purchased with the help of the Enfield Police Department Canine Unit.
Since starting with the agency he has completed a combined 20 weeks of
training with Officer Cosenza, most recently, the Narcotics Detection crosstraining on February 11. Together they have responded to nearly 700 calls
for service. Mason has been deployed over 60 times for, among other things,
tracking, evidence recovery, and building searches. As a result of Mason and
Officer Cosenza’s work, the team was awarded a lifesaving medal. It has been
quite the first year for Mason. We love having him as part of the team and
hope to have him around for many more years.”
Mason has already earned his keep.
Worshipful Master Dave Prior says that “Mason and his handler,
Officer Zachary Cosenza, make us proud to be Masons. We have had a
very positive relationship with our local police department and support
anything that helps them in their important duties. We also thank them
for all they do!”
The brothers of Hartford Evergreen Lodge agree.

Has Mason earned his ‘bones” this past year? Make no bones about it,
he certainly has earned them.
It has been a busy year for Officer Zachary Cosenza, his handler, and
ctfreemasons.net
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Friendship Tuscan Lodge
No. 145 Helps Pass Four
Fellowcrafts by Arnie Grot
Our Entered Apprentices were passed to the Degree of Fellowcraft on March 3,
at Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145 in Manchester. The Worshipful Masters
and brothers from Composite Lodge No. 28 and Wyllys-St. John’s Lodge No. 4
each brought one Entered Apprentice, while Friendship Tuscan Lodge had two.
Senior Warden John DiCioccio, Jr. was in the East for the degree.
(l-r) Christopher Garthe, Otto Frizziel, WM Charles Jewart,
Juan Manuel Villalobos-Ulloa, WM Danis Mensa,
WM Brad Young, and Jesse A. Mejia.

Wyllys-St. John’s
Lodge No. 4 Presents
Pritchard’s Masonry
Dissected by Mel Johnson
On Monday, February 21, WB Will Mackey gave
a fascinating presentation of Samuel Pritchard’s
Masonry Dissected at Wyllys-St. John’s Lodge No. 4.
This purports to be the first section lecture of the
EA degree as it was performed in 1730. Those in
attendance took part in delivering the lecture and
the discussion that followed. A great time was had
by all, and many thanks were given to WB Will for
the work he put into the presentation.

District 8

Lodges 10, 31, 34, 57, 102, 116, 120, 150

Somerset-St. James
Lodge No. 34 Marches in
St. Patrick’s Day Parade
by Bill Bundy

On Sunday March 6, brothers from Somerset-St. James
Lodge No. 34, marched in the 2022 City of Norwich St. Patrick’s Day Parade. The brothers were joined by the parade’s
Past Grand Marshal, WB Jeffrey Blayman of Warren Lodge
No. 51 in Portland.
(l-r) WB Michael Gibeault, WB Jason Fletcher, Bro. Frank Saviano,
WB Jeffrey Blayman, Bro. James Martinez, Bro. Glen Hansen.
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District 9

Lodges 15, 24, 46, 60, 69, 110, 113, 122,

Moriah Lodge No. 15
from 2011 To 2021 by Edward Page
A lot has changed socially, culturally, physically, morally, politically,
and fraternally. Meeting face-to-face is the unusual not the norm
but Freemasonry notwithstanding, we prevail. Moriah Lodge No.
15 once again opened its doors to the beloved Craft to celebrate
what is good and decent, the Craft and brotherhood. This year’s
visual theme was very close to home, Resident Evil, Raccoon City. A
fictional town where a plague breaks out, sound familiar? However,
this city was well protected, with the “umbrella” of a mystic
assurance in one another, and unity, together with our faith being in
God, the Craft can succeed.

The night concluded as it has
over the past several years with
a salute to the kitchen crew,
with many Moosup Lodge No.
113 brothers volunteering their
time and Moriah’s sister lodge
being recognized, followed by
Glenn Campbell’s “Try a Little
Kindness.”

This year’s honored guest, MWGM William E, Bohman, oversaw
all proceedings, and at one point was presented, for his devotion to
the Craft, a bottle of Oban scotch as a thank you for his watchful
eye over the beloved fraternity. The Craft and Raccoon City could
not be in better hands. This year’s musical theme was none other
than brotherhood, from “Brother Juke Box” by Kenney Chesney, to
The Doobie Brothers, “Taking it to the Streets.”
In addition, this year RWB Edward Page recognized Robert E.
Beane, a best man at his wedding, who was tragically killed April
3, 2006, in a construction accident in Boston Massachusetts.
His family has established a scholarship for Narragansett High
School in his name, The Robert E. Beane Memorial Scholarship
Fund. Donations were collected that RWB Edward matched and
presented to Ida Beane, Robert’s mother.

8th Masonic District Monthly Breakfasts
by Ted Nelson

On the first Thursday of every month, members
and sojourners from the 8th Masonic District
meet for breakfast at the Groton Townhouse
Restaurant at 9 a.m. They have been meeting
since 2002 or 2003. Recently the group began
inviting their ladies, as they discovered that the
ladies (who were traveling with their Masons
to breakfast) were meeting at their own table
in the main dining room. Aside from enjoying
breakfast together, the meeting is primarily for
socializing and reporting on upcoming events in
the district.
ctfreemasons.net
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1st District
Blue Lodge Council
February Meeting

Moosup Lodge No. 113, A.F. & A.M. of Connecticut presents:

The Quarry Rite
A full-form Master Mason degree performed by Past Masters of
Moosup Lodge and District 9 in an operative stone quarry under torchlight.

by Michael D. Sabia, Jr.

On the evening of February 28, the lodges in the 1st
Masonic District held their Blue Lodge Council meeting
at Fire Engine Pizza in Bridgeport. The evening began with
Masonic trinkets from the estate of a brother who had
passed to the Celestial Lodge, available for the brethren to
purchase. Once the brothers ordered their food, President
RWB Chris Jennings opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. He
then gave the floor to guest speaker RWB Steve Hudson
from Jerusalem Lodge No. 49 in Ridgefield, who spoke
about seeking Masonic Light in an esoteric sense. He
was well received by the brothers in attendance, and the
discussion was very engaging. The meeting was adjourned by
8:45 p.m, followed by more fellowship.

Join us on Saturday, June 4, 2022 to
Celebrate Moosup Lodge's 150th Anniversary
at The Quarry Rite.
This unique event was last performed in 2017,
and was attended by nearly 200 brothers.
On Saturday, June 4, Moosup Lodge celebrates the
150th anniversary of its charter with this distinctive
experience. It will begin at 4 p.m. with a cookout at the
quarry, located
at 109 Industrial Park Road, Sterling, CT.

Save the Date

Monday, February 20, 2023
for the

Re-enactment of the
CornerstoneDedication of the
George Washington National Memorial
Come and Join your Brothers at the Memorial
for this Historic National Masonic Event!

Labor on the degree will begin at 6 p.m. and is expected
to conclude approximately 10:30. THIS IS AN OPERATIVE
STONE QUARRY—DRESS ACCORDINGLY. Boots and
jeans or shorts are suggested. You may pull up on the
nearest rock, but we suggest you bring a lawn chair.

The Memorial is a National Historic Landmark that
stands as American Freemasonry's tribute to George
Washington and the values of Freedom.

Reservations are required for the cookout.
For reservations or more information, contact WB Brian Keith
at moosup113@yahoo.com or 860-576-4726.

The forms to become a charter member of the George
Washington Memorial Society, other means of support,
and to become a member of the Society of Washington
Lodges, are on the website gwmemorial.org.

NOTE: THERE IS NO RAIN DATE.
In case of inclement weather, check the
Moosup Lodge Facebook page for event status.
Event proceeds to benefit the Sterling, CT "Family Day" Fund.

Pyramid Shriners
Flip Flapjacks
by Donald M. Casey, Jr.
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yramid Shriners recently had a family pancake breakfast. People in
attendance enjoyed delicious pancakes, eggs, sausage and bacon. This event
was coordinated by the Motor Patrol.
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Masonic Archaeology by Robert J. Gorman, Jr.

hen was the beginning of Freemasonry?
Was it the formation of The Lodge
of Edinburgh (Mary’s Chapel), No
1, UK in 1599 A.D.? Was it an outflow from the
constructions of Europe’s great cathedrals? Was it the
completion of King Solomon’s Temple in 957 BCE?
Or could it be something far more mysterious, and
even further back in time? Something that predates
our current historical records.
Several 18th, 19th, and 20th century Masonic
authors put forward the idea that Freemasonry is a
conglomeration of sacred knowledge from various
ancient cultures. But if this is true, which cultures and
why? These authors pointed out what appear to be
elements of Masonic knowledge apparent in ancient
art and architecture, including temples, tombs, and
other religious monuments. Yet none of these cultures
seem to have direct, cohesive ties to Masonry; in
other words, if there’s a link it’s missing.
Now, what if I told you that there’s an ancient
civilization and location that you could see some
of these ties from ancient culture to modern
Freemasonry? Would you believe me? What if I were
to tell you that it’s the ancient Khmer culture located
in the Asian country of Cambodia?
I know this may sound a bit strange, and I was
incredulous myself before I saw some amazing proof
carved right into the ancient stonework. How could
this ancient Far Eastern culture have anything to do
with Freemasonry? Then I saw it — the signs, the
symbolism, the esoteric power of it all — and I knew
immediately this place was special.
When I mention megalithic sites and architecture,
everyone immediately thinks of Egypt and
Mesoamerica. However, Asia has incredible examples
of this grand style of building. What sets Cambodia
apart is its detailed relief sculptures—many of which
encode Masonic themes. These carvings are not just
on a few walls, they are literally on every inch of the
floors, walls, and ceilings of the gigantic monuments
and their even larger complexes. All this imagery
contains ancient esoteric and Masonic knowledge
and iconography just waiting to be viewed, decoded,
and contemplated.
The Angkor region, located in Siem Reap,
Cambodia, is a truly magical place. There is a
youthful and vibrant energy throughout the city.
The people are the friendliest, most welcoming, and
sweetest I’ve ever encountered in my world travels.
Although it’s 8,500 miles away from the U.S.,
American visitors are welcomed like family. The
ctfreemasons.net

food is vegetable forward but with exotic and spicy
flavors. It’s as if you stepped back to a kinder, gentler
time where anything is possible.
Inside this area of Cambodia is the largest
collection of temples and temple sites in the world.
Hundreds of megalithic pyramids, pyramidal
monuments and spiritual sites all built with sacred
geometry and adhering to the cardinal points.
When one thinks about the sheer scale of even
one of these temples, they are humbled. But when
you suddenly realize that each temple is part of a
massive complex—a complex often surrounded by a
gigantic hand-dug moat—it takes your breath away!
There are hundreds of these types of temples and
complexes to discover.
As you enter each of these sacred sites, an incredibly
sophisticated
craftsmanship—and
showmanship—are
visible everywhere.
You’re funneled
through narrow
doorways inside of
giant gates that open
to vast complexes
and heart-stopping
temples. And, once
inside each of these
temples, you start to
see all the fine details
carved everywhere.
Some of the larger
carvings and structures
tell detailed religious
stories, creation
accounts, and battles of the gods. But,
if you look closer, you can see hidden in
the details a great Masonic significance
behind it all. And this should interest
and fascinate all of us.
There is no way that an article
or pictures can truly describe the
magnificence of Cambodia; you really
must see it in person. Cambodia is
safe, open, and welcoming guests.
There seems to be clear and direct
ties to Freemasonry visible in the
symbolism of Cambodia’s ancient
temples. If true, this pushes the age of our Craft
further back in time than we have ever imagined.
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Today is the FIRST DAY!

T

by Richard F. Denno

hat’s true! For transplant recipients, TODAY is the first
day...of the rest of their lives. They have patiently waited
for that special person; the one who stepped forward by
going online to registerme.org or registering at the DMV when
they renewed their driver’s license and made the conscious decision
to become an organ/tissue/eye donor. By that simple act, they may
have extended the lives of five or more patients. Sometime that
selfless choice has a happy ending. The patient receives that much
needed transplant and his or her life is extended for up to 20 years
or more.
Actually, it’s like discovering “found money.” As I was cleaning out
items shortly after my beautiful wife Midge’s death, I came upon her
checkbook. In cleaning it out before discarding it, I found tucked
away twelve crisp one hundred dollar bills. ‘Paying it forward’, I
donated the found money to New England Donor Services to assist
them with their research.
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Without the organ donation that extension of time would not
have occurred. All of the wonderful times and experiences of the
transplant recipient would never have taken place, such as attending
the graduations, weddings, births, and other important occasions
of loved ones. On the flip side, their loved ones would not have
been able to share the gift of their company. From the kindness of
strangers, the lives of those waiting on the list are continued into
the future. Just like the “found money” I discovered in Midge’s
checkbook, a transplant is the “found time” that is so precious.
Over 107,000 people are currently on the national organ donor
waiting list. Each day, 17 people on that list die, still waiting for that
much needed organ. Your kindness could be what removes someone
from the list by buying them more time.
Remember: Don’t Take Your Organs to Heaven – Heaven Knows
We Need Them Here!
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Craft At Labor
To have your lodge events appear in the newspaper, please update your lodge
website Google calendars prior to the 10th of the previous month. If your lodge
needs assistance accessing the website, please have the Master or Secretary or
Calendar Admin contact Technology Chairman Mike Abrahamons at michael.
abrahamson@ctfreemasons.net.
All times are supplied by the lodges. If there is a dinner, the time in the heading
reflects that. The Connecticut Freemason Newspaper is not responsible for
errors. When traveling, please contact the Secretary of the lodge to verify all
times and events and to inquire about dinner reservations.

Fellowcraft Degrees
Master Mason Degrees
Tue., Apr. 19, 6:30 p.m., America-St. John's Lodge No. 8
Stratford, Dinner
Wed., Apr. 20, 6:30 p.m., Union Lodge No. 5,
Stamford, Dinner

Entered Apprentice Degrees

Wed., Apr. 20, 7:30 p.m., King Solomon's Lodge No. 7, Woodbury

Thu., Apr. 14, 7:30 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1, New Haven

Tue., May. 3, 6:30 p.m., America-St. John's Lodge No. 8
Stratford, Dinner

Craft At Refreshment
For more details about any of these events, please contact the lodge directly. In many
cases, reservations are required, and they may or may not be open to the public.
All times are supplied by the lodges. The Connecticut Freemasons newspaper
is not responsible for errors. When traveling, please contact the Secretary of
the lodge to verify all times and events.

Recurring Events
Every Thursday, Putnam Lodge No. 46,
Putnam, 7 p.m., Thursday Night Meeting
Socializing, Rehearsing, Prepping.

Wed., Apr. 6, 6:30 p.m., Union Lodge No. 5,
Stamford, Passover Seder, Stated Communication.
Family, friends, and guests welcome. Stated Communication for
Masons in good standing only.
Sun., Apr. 10, 5 p.m., Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125, New Haven,
Cosmopolitan Lodge Passover Seder

Fri. at Sunset, April 15 - Sat. at Nightfall,
April 23 - PASSOVER

Second, Fourth Wednesday of the Month,
Union Lodge No. 5, Stamford, 7 p.m.,
Fellowship Night at the Lodge. Open to all brothers,
friends. Refreshments and discussion. Please call to verify.
Recurring Breakfasts

Fri., April 15, GOOD FRIDAY
Sun., April 17, EASTER SUNDAY

First Sunday of the Month, Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140,
Newington, 7 a.m., SBA Breakfast Fundraiser
Second Sunday of the Month, Compass Lodge No. 9,
Wallingford, 8 a.m., Fellowship Breakfast (8 a.m. to 10 a.m.)
Third Sunday of the Month, Washington Lodge No. 19,
Monroe, 8 a.m., Country breakfast.
First Thursday of the Month, 8th Masonic District,
Groton, 9 a.m., Groton Townhouse Restaurant
Third Saturday of the Month, Frederick Franklin Lodge
No. 14, Plainville, 8 a.m., Uncle Bob’s Ham & Eggers,
2 Linden Street, Plainville
Events
Sun., Apr. 3, 8:30 a.m., Union Lodge No. 5,
Stamford, Breakfast for Brothers, Family, and Friends – all are welcome
ctfreemasons.net

Fri., Apr. 22, 7 p.m., Fidelity-St. John's Lodge No. 3,Westport, Observatory
Night, Westport Observatory, 182 Bayberry Ln, Westport, CT
Sun., Apr. 24, 2 p.m., Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125
New Haven, Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen, 311 Temple St, New Haven,
CT 06511, Start at 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Please contact RW Gary E. Cohen
at 203-530-6222 or email at: garyec39@gmail.com
Sun., May. 1, 4 p.m., MWB Bruce Bellmore Gala,
The Woodwinds, 29 School Ground Rd, Branford, CT
Sat., May. 7, 6:30 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1, New Haven,
District Deputy Presentation for Bro. Glenn Jaques and his AGM.
Bro. Nick Barnes. Ceremony and dinner.
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Washington Commandery No. 1 KT
Shows True Colors by Arnie Grot

E

ach year Washington Commandery No. 1, Knights Templar answers the request
of many Masonic lodges in the area to present the U.S. Flag at a lodge semipublic event. They bring an Honor Guard of three or more Sir Knights and the
Honor Guard commander recites the following:
“We direct your attention to the Flag of our beloved country. It is
always displayed in the East of every Lodge where it is accorded the
position of highest honor. It is a constant inspiration to every lover of
his country, to every true Knight of the Cross. It demands unswerving
loyalty and whole-hearted devotion to the principles of which it is the
glorious representative. It is the majestic symbol of Freedom under
Constitutional government. Beneath its protecting folds Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity have become the heritage of every citizen,
while the oppressed of many nations have found peace and happiness
in the land over which it floats. The flags of mighty empires have
come and gone, but the Stars and Stripes remain. Alone of all flags
it expresses the sovereignty of the people which endures when all
else passes away. Speaking with their voice it has the sanctity of
revelation. He who Lives under it and is loyal to it, is loyal to truth
and justice everywhere. So long as it flies, government of the people,
by the people, for the people shall not perish from the earth.”

Color Guard presents US Flag at Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145

Flag presentations performed in the last year: August 20, District Deputy
Presentation 6B, Columbia Lodge No. 25; September 25,Grand Master's Family
Day Parade and Flag Presentation; October 20, Columbia Lodge No. 25 Awards
Night; December 11, Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145; December 12, Uriel
Lodge No. 24; December 18, Composite Lodge No. 28; January 2, 2022, Hartford
Evergreen Lodge No. 88; and January 8, Washington Lodge No. 70.
Flag presentations scheduled: April 16, 2022, District Deputy Presentation
6A, Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88; and May 18, Columbia Lodge No. 25
Awards Night.
To schedule a Knights Templar U.S. Flag Presentation, contact the recorder of your
area Commandery by going to https://gcktct.org/wp/commanderies/.

Color Guard presents US Flag at Washington Lodge No. 70

Live Kidney Donor Needed
Dear Brethren,
I am reaching out to you all with the hope that you can help me share this message.
I had chronic kidney disease along with a rare autoimmune disease affecting my kidneys for many years. However, three years
ago my kidneys failed, and I had to immediately start dialysis. Living on dialysis is very hard for kidney patients both physically
and emotionally. The only way to stop dialysis in my lifetime is by receiving a kidney transplant.
A kidney from a living donor can save or extend my life. If you or someone you know would consider being a live donor, please call me
to arrange medical screening to make sure you are not at risk if you donate. Thank you.
Br. Adam Hadir
203-768-1159
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A Gala Evening
to honor Brother

Bruce R. Bellmore
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Grand Lodge, A.F. & A.M. of the State of Connecticut

The Brothers of

Please join us to congratulate, support, and
celebrate our new Grand Master.

Hiram Lodge #1
&
Cosmopolitan Lodge #125

Sunday, May 1, 2022, 4 to 8 p.m.

The Woodwinds

Invite you to join us!

29 School Ground Road
Branford, CT 06405

$55.00 per person

Includes buffet dinner, music, hand-rolled cigars.
Cash bar.

For reservations please
scan the QR code.
or
you may mail reservations
and payment to:
Gary Cohen
96 Bethmour Rd.
Bethany, CT 06524-3336
please make checks out to: Cosmopolitan Lodge, Bellmore Gala

ctfreemasons.net
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The name you trust.
T h e q u a l i t y o f c a re y o u d e s e r v e .
Residential Living - Independent, Assisted, Memory Care, Adult Day, Respite Stay
Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation, Behavioral Health Hospital
Home Care - Medical and Non-medical, Hospice & Palliative Care

Call today and ask about benefits designed specifically
for Masons and their family members .

888.332.0033

