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Anchor Lodge No. 112 Supports 
Vets in Skydiving Fundraiser 

on 9/11by Richard F. Denno

On Saturday, September 11, brothers of Anchor Lodge No. 112 participated in the 6th 
Annual Freedom Jump Fundraiser sponsored by Skydive for Veterans. All proceeds raised 
from the jump were split between Work Vessels for Veterans and House of Heroes. Anchor 

Lodge raised over $2,000 for the two groups. The jump took place at Connecticut Parachutist, 
located at Ellington Airport. 

Each jump has three jumpers, a photographer, and a co-pilot. The three brothers who jumped were 
Grand Junior Deacon RWB Ron Magliano, RWB John Spencer, and Brother Daniel Strong. This 
author sat in the co-pilot’s seat (not able to jump). Both Brothers Strong and Spencer had jumped 
once before. The three brothers each said it was an exciting and thrilling experience. The brothers are 
planning on jumping for Skydive for Veterans next year. 

Founded in January, 2000, the House of Heroes™ is a nonprofit organization serving the 
nation's military and public safety veterans and their spouses who are disabled, living on a fixed 
income, or facing other physical/financial challenges. Volunteers perform minor repairs and make 
improvements to the homes of veterans and their spouses at no cost to the veteran through the 
generosity of individuals, civic organizations, and corporations.

Work Vessels for Veterans (WVFV) is an all-volunteer movement assisting returning veterans to 
begin their civilian careers or educational pursuits by acquiring and distributing the necessary start-
up tools. Founded with the gift of a fishing boat that began a commercial fishing career for an Iraq 
veteran, the foundation is expanding its outreach to other industries to assist our returning military. 

Their model is unique and based on a sustainable, “pay-it-forward” dynamic. They support veteran 
entrepreneurs so they can establish businesses that thrive, so they can then hire more veterans 
creating quality jobs and career opportunities. Once the new business is profitable, WVFV becomes 
a beneficiary through contributions back into the organization including “gifts in kind.” 

When we all actively help build and support veteran-owned businesses that hire other vets, then 
contribute to the model so even more entrepreneurs can succeed – the result is ongoing, long-lasting 
economic success and personal happiness – stronger families and stronger communities. 

WVFV is currently developing relationships in many industry sectors to secure necessary products 
for distribution. All donations of 
products or services are directly 
distributed to veterans and all 
financial contributions are used 
to acquire, prepare those items to 
be gifted. 

For more information on both 
groups or Skydive for Veterans, 
go online to:  
houseofheros.org, 
workvesselsforveterans.org, or 
skydiveforveterans.org
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the most worshipful grand lodge 
of ancient free and accepted masons 

of the state of connecticut 
 
  
  

  

EDICT 
No. 2021 — E002 

 
Issued By: William E. Bohman, Most Worshipful Grand Master 
Issued To: All Lodges under the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Connecticut 
For Use On: October 16, 2021 
Purpose of Edict: Change the voting to mail-in ballots (postal) for the election of officers and other 

items at the Semi-Annual Communication to be held on Saturday, October 16, 2021. 

 

Whereas:  COVID-19 variants remain a serious threat to the health and safety of our membership and the 
general populations and for that reason the Masonicare campus will be unable to host a significantly large 
gathering; and 
 
Whereas:  Under ARTICLE III of the Grand Lodge constitutions - Regular and Special Communications 
"The Grand Lodge shall hold …a Semi-Annual Communication on any Saturday during October in each year 
at 9:00 A.M. at such place as the Grand Master may select."; and 
 
Whereas:  Under ARTICLE IV of the Grand Lodge constitutions - Election and Appointment of Grand 
Officers "The Officers of the Grand Lodge shall be elected by majority ballot -at the Semi-Annual 
Communication at a time in the morning convenient to the Grand Master,"; and 
 
Whereas: not every Mason who is entitled to vote can use an internet connection and conferencing software 
in a private and secure area (tiled); 
 
Now therefore, I, Most Worshipful Brother William E. Bohman, do hereby ORDER AND DIRECT: 
 
1. Voting for Grand Lodge Officers and Trustee, Masonicare Board of Trustees and minutes, Grand 

Lodge Legislation, nominations to CT Freemasons Foundation Committee, and certain other items 
will be conducted by paper ballot delivered to the Grand Lodge office by the United States Postal 
Service.  Approval of the Budget, reports, and miscellaneous items will be conducted electronically 
during the session. 

 
2. The ballots will have tamper proofing features. 

 
3. The ballots will be returned via an included stamped return envelope or hand delivered to the Grand Lodge 

office by a date and time specified by the Grand Secretary. 
 

Given under my hand and seal this 1st day of September A.D. 2021,  
in the city of Wallingford, Connecticut 

 
 
 
 

M.W. Grand Master 

tamperproofing features.tamperproofing features.



Connecticut Freemasons • October 2021 5ctfreemasons.net

REGULAR SEMI-ANNUAL COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST WORSHIPFUL
GRAND LODGE A.F. & A.M. of CONNECTICUT  

OCTOBER 16, 2021 

Due to the current protocols of Masonicare and to comply with the current state/federal mandates, it is necessary to make format changes 
to our Semi-Annual Communication again this year.

The 2021 Regular Semi-Annual Communication of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Connecticut will be held at the 
Scottish Rite AASR, Valley of Hartford, 207 Deming Road, Newington, Connecticut on Saturday, October 16, 2021. This will be a 
Zoom meeting with only the Grand Lodge Officers, Past Grand Masters, District Deputies, Associate Grand Marshals, one (1) represen-
tative from each lodge, and special guests in the lodge rooms. Voting for officers, legislation items, and Masonicare Board of Trustees will 
be achieved through mail-in paper ballots. 

Information regarding registration and participation in the video conference will be forthcoming. Please review your member-
ship information in Grand View to verify your email address. To register on Grand View, go to www.ctfreemasons.net > Member 
Portal > Member Registration and follow the instructions. Please call the Grand Lodge office if you have any questions on the mem-
bership registration.
 
The formal opening will begin promptly at 9:00 A.M. Recommended arrival time is 8 am. Please note it is anticipated that the session 
may extend slightly beyond noon, but it will conclude by 12:30 P.M.

This Regular Communication is called for the purpose of electing Grand Lodge Officers for the year 2022. In addition, we will receive 
certain committee reports, act on any legislation changes which may be in order for consideration and other issues, time permitting, as 
directed by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Brother William E. Bohman. Section 8203 of our Masonic Law does permit action on 
changes to the Rules and Regulations which are raised from the floor or motions presented in Committee Reports at the meeting without 
prior notice to the craft.

The explanation of legislation items is published in the September (page 17) issue of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper.

The current committee reports (October 2021) will be posted on the Grand Lodge membership system (Grand View). 

Proxy forms will be emailed directly to the lodge officers. Sections 2300 and 2301 of our Rules and Regulations state that a Roll of 
Lodges will occur.

Due to the potential of COVID-19 restrictions being reinstituted, we will closely 
monitor the situation and advise of any changes or cancellations.

  With my fraternal best wishes,

Wallingford, Connecticut    Grant S. Gould
September 1, 2021     Right Worshipful Grand Secretary

TO BE READ AT THE NEXT STATED COMMUNICATION UPON RECEIPT
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Grand Master’s Message
by William E. Bohman

My brothers, October is here, the halfway point in the Grand Lodge year. 

I want to thank all the brothers and sisters I have met in my travels. Your warm welcome 
and exceptional hospitality represent a genuine love for each other; your desire to serve all the 
communities all of us belong to; and real excitement at being able to meet together, again. We 
missed each other more than we knew.

COVID-19 is still hanging on and we are all still feeling its effects. As an example, our 
Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Communication will be an in-person/Zoom hybrid meeting 
because we don’t have a room big enough to hold us. The session is just one example of the 
obstacles we are all facing that we must and will overcome.

Here are some COVID-19 aftereffects that Masonry in Connecticut has to overcome:

Almost every lodge has men waiting for degrees. These men have waited for COVID-19 to recede. Now is the time to reward their 
patience and old the degrees they have waited to receive. 

Every lodge has “traditional” events that have not been possible to hold for almost two years. Whether it’s a steak picnic, an awards 
night, a Halloween haunted house, or a Thanksgiving celebration, please hold these events. A lot of us have gotten out of the habit of 
going out to events and may need a friendly call to get reactivated. 

Remember my brothers, what you don’t use, you lose, so get out there call every brother you know and get to work.

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  
50-YEAR BROTHERS!

 

Sherwin Kenneth Baril 
Temple Lodge No. 16

Richard Arthur Cassada 
Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140

Robert Scott Erwin 
St. Peter's Lodge No. 21

Donald Herbert Gleason, Sr. 
Corner Stone-Quinebaug Lodge No. 122

Support Our Future. 

Support Our Masonic Youth!

DEE’S ANTIQUES  
$ PAYS $ TOP DOLLAR sg 203-235-8431

BUYING Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Coins, Military Items, Musical 
Instruments, Old Advertising Signs & Memorabilia, Fishing 
& Hunting Equipment, Vintage Toys, Comic Books, Antique 
Furniture, Anything Old & Unusual 

Serving Community & Family Respectfully for Over 50 Years
Call Thomas Spratta at 203-235-8431

600 West Main St., Meriden, CT 06451
TJS600@cox.net
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During our last Annual Communication, there was 
expectation for a vote on background checks (for 
individuals desirous of petitioning). At that time, 

concern was expressed that the legislation (as drafted) would be 
viewed as too invasive, resulting in it being rejected due to some 
of its components. 

With long term objectives in mind, and with measured 
concern to succeed at addressing our jurisdiction’s need and 
ability to better Guard the West Gate, the matter was tabled 
by M.W.B. Stephen Petri pending further review. 

After actively engaging in discussion with numerous 
parties, M.W. Grand Master William Bohman has completed 
his review on this important topic and ‘revised’ proposed 
legislation for Background Checks will be presented in 
October. As part of his review on July 23 and 24, M.W. Bill 
Bohman and his elected officers; R.W.B. Bruce Bellmore 
(DGM), R.W.B. Joseph Porco (GSW) and R.W.B. Edward 
Page (GJW), attended the Northeast Conference of Grand 
Masters in Concord New Hampshire. The Northeast 
Conference attendance included representation from Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and Rhode Island. Background checks for new petitioners 
was slated as a key topic for discussion. In depth reviews 
had been conducted by all of jurisdictions present and the 
consensus is that Criminal Background Check Screenings are 
essential and should be utilized.

Criminal Background checks can help avoid (minimize) 
unfavorable petitioners from slipping through the cracks 
and thereby compromising the safety, security and standing 
of our Fraternity. There was broad agreement that timely 
criminal record searches should be used to additionally 
ensure that petitioners are verified by historical record and 
appear to meet the basic requirement of being ‘good men’, 
prior to their petition is voted on. A disingenuous man, 
most likely, will not volunteer accurate information on 
their petition or during an investigation. It was noted that 
instant search records of criminal history might not provide 

information you would otherwise receive via a thorough 
records search and that some searches limit the search to 
records only available at the local level and State level. The 
consensus from the Conference attendees is that the primary 
concern is to identify individuals with a history of behaving 
in a threatening or violent manner, inclusive of known 
sex offenders and those that have convictions for financial 
malfeasance such as fraud, theft, and embezzlement. In 
short, identifying those with a history of criminal behavior, 
is the focus and concern.

Matters pertaining to personal financial difficulties such 
as liens, bankruptcies or other invasive searches are not part 
of the focus or scope of search criteria, and such data only 
comes into view (by the agency) if such facts are recorded as 
part of a criminal case history. The consensus of Conference 
attendees is that inclusion of personal financial matters is too 
far reaching. 

The report provided from the Background Company will 
list the offenses of the inquiry. Those wishing to petition a 
lodge are made aware of their need to first engage and pay 
for the background check (approximately $20). They are 
given instructions as to how they engage the service. Upon 
being cleared, the petition can be finalized and voted upon. 
Hence, the social security number of the individual is not 
recorded by the Grand Lodge staff or by lodge members, 
rather such questions and answers remain private between 
the submitter and the agency. 

 Therefore, upon further review by M.W. William 
Bohman, revised proposed legislation will be brought 
forward and will be limited to Criminal Background Check 
Screenings. The motion will be brought forward at the 
October Semi-Annual Communication.

Criminal Background Check Screenings 
to be Proposed in October by Les King, Legal Matters
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TO:  All Voting Members of Masonicare Corporation

FROM: Bro. Robert F. Polito, Chairman, Board of Trustees

OFFICIAL NOTICE

ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-SECOND
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

MASONICARE CORPORATION 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2021
SCOTTISH RITE AASR, VALLEY OF HARTFORD

207 DEMING ROAD, NEWINGTON, CT 

Time: 9:00 a.m. *

This will be a Zoom meeting with only the Grand Lodge Officers in the lodge room. 
Voting for officers, legislation items, and Masonicare Board of Trustees will be achieved through electronic 

voting.  Each voting member will be sent the Zoom link, log in credentials, meeting identification number, 
and electronic voting instructions in advance of the meeting.

This meeting is being held as part of the Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Communication. 
Please make every effort to attend.
The purpose of the meeting is to vote upon the following issues: 
 • Approval of the 131st Annual Membership Meeting Minutes 
 • Election of Trustees

1.  Bro. Kevin J. Hecht – Friendship Lodge No. 33
2.  Bro. Theodore J. Nelson -  Brainard Lodge No. 10 
3.  Bro. Mark D. Winne – Composite Lodge No. 28
4.  Order of Eastern Star Representative – Worthy Matron Laura Michnowski, Ashlar Chapter

Board of Trustees,

 

Robert F. Polito

Chairman

Masonicare Corporation

* Actual time is at the discretion of the Grand Master.
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Last month, myself and other members of Masonicare’s 
leadership kicked off another round of virtual town halls that 
we call “The State of Masonicare.” It’s an opportunity for us to 
update our employee team members about what’s happening 
at the affiliate level and across our organization. We discussed 
everything we’ve accomplished together over the last six months 
and what we hope to achieve in the months (and years) to come.

The overarching theme was how Masonicare has continued 
to be a leader in senior healthcare and retirement living 
despite the ongoing effects of COVID and unfavorable 
government reimbursement. The reasons for our success are 
many but start with our employees: their ability to adapt, 
to overcome great challenges, and deliver on our promise to 
everyone we serve. And, of course, we continue to be grateful 
for the outstanding support we receive from the Masonic 
family and friends in the community.

Renovations at Masonicare Health Center are progressing, 
though we have had to adjust our timeline due to COVID-
related delays impacting the construction industry (builders and 
contractors, like other industries, are dealing with supply chain 
issues beyond our control). Our expanded Behavioral Health 
Hospital, originally expected to open in September, should be 
completed in October. We are in the process of hiring clinical 
staff to work on that unit, which will provide highly specialized 
behavioral care in a secure setting. 

Our new, larger Outpatient Rehab unit was also set to 
open and will provide one-on-one attention and customized 

treatment plans for adults of 
any age to help bridge the gap 
between hospital and home. 
Both Outpatient Rehab and 
Behavioral Health will be 
important areas of growth for 
Masonicare Health Center.

We are also expanding our 
partnership with Southwick 
Village in Massachusetts. 
Members of our leadership 
team have been onsite, sharing 
their experience and expertise 
in a range of areas. Reflecting our increased presence there, 
the property is now being marketed as “Southwick Village 
Residential Living: A Masonicare Managed Community.” We’re 
excited to have the opportunity to maximize the power of the 
Masonicare brand in growing that community.

I wish you all good health and thank you, again, for your 
steadfast support of Masonicare.

Sincerely and fraternally,

From the Desk of Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit
President & CEO of Masonicare
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CONNECTICUT FREEMASONS FOUNDATION, INC.
A 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt Organization

of the GRAND LODGE of ANCIENT FREE & ACCEPTED MASONS
of the STATE of CONNECTICUT

William E. Bohman PO Box 69
Grand Master    Wallingford, CT 06492

My Brothers, Family, and Friends,

Due to COVID-19 we are asking for your help for our brothers in need and our Connecticut affiliated organizations, such as Order of DeMolay and CT 
Order of Rainbow for Girls, who have not been able to host their own fundraising activities during the past year. Masonry has always taught that we should 
each seek to be better members of society and, in so doing, leave the world better than we found it. The Grand Master’s Appeal gives us all the opportunity 
to support that effort.

The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation is the charitable arm of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut and uses the Foundation income from its endow-
ment, together with your personal donations to the Grand Master’s Appeal, to fund its worthwhile giving on your behalf. This is a 501(c)3 corporation or-
ganized to accept tax deductible contributions. Your continued support enhances our ability to help the organizations associated with our Masonic Family.

Again, this year, the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation, Inc. is pleased to continue its expanded support of the Grand Almoner's Fund within the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut and the Matching Grant Program which assists our local Lodges in charitable activities. Your generous response to this Grand Master's 
Appeal will assure continued support of the organizations listed below. Please give what you can without injury to yourself.

	 Your	gift	may	be	restricted	by	designating	your	specific	charitable	goal	in	the	memo	section	of	your	check.

Your support for 2020 totaling $134,700 includes donations to:
• Grand Almoner’s Fund      • George Washington National Masonic
• Grand Lodge Matching Grant Program   • Memorial Medical Research Lab
• CT DeMolay      • Masonic Model Student Assist Program
• International Order of Rainbow for Girls   • Masonic Service Association
• CT CHIP (CT Child Identification Program)   • Organ Donor Project
• The Masonic Charity Foundation/ Quality of Life   • Kids Empowered by Your Support/Horizon Wings
• CT Freemasons Foundation General Endowment  • Shriners Hospital: Boston Burns Unit/Hospital for Children, 
• 32nd Degree Children's Dyslexia Center of CT   Springfield 

Fraternally,

William E. Bohman
M.W. Grand Master 2021

The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation Inc. Board of Directors:   Robert H. Everest, Valley No. 36  
 Christopher J. Earle, Chairman, Trumbull No. 22   Joseph J. Porco, Hiram No. 18 
 Paul L. Watson, Secretary/Treasurer, Uriel No. 24  Garret W. Post, Temple No. 16
 William E. Bohman, Valley No. 36    O. James Purnell, Fayette No. 69 
 Bruce R. Bellmore, Hiram No. 1    Marshall K. Robinson, King Hiram No. 12

 NOTE:	Donations	can	be	made	via	PayPal	on	the	Grand	Lodge	Website	www.CTFreemasons.net

Make check payable to: CT Freemasons Foundation – mail to PO Box 69, Wallingford, CT 06492-0069 
To assist the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation in their ongoing work, I / we donate to the Grand Master’s Appeal as follows:

Name: _____________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
$1,000 _____ Grand Master Donor
$500 _____ Master Mason Donor 
$250 _____ Fellowcraft Donor 
$100 _____ Entered Apprentice Donor 
$50  _____    $25 _____    $10 _____ 
Other Amount  _____

If your donation is “in honor of”, or “in memory of”, (circle one)  
a loved one, please include their name below:

___________________________________________________________ 

Please send notice of my gift to: _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
Please contact me about how to include the Connecticut Freemasons 
Foundation as a beneficiary in my will. __________
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I start this month’s installment with MORE SHOUTOUTS!!  
Who would have thought it would take a trip to Cleveland, Ohio, 
to discover some great Connecticut people with a big GLOW in 
their hearts: 

MWPGM Mel Johnson, another Mason (a.k.a. a guy), who is 
working with his home lodge to help them develop programs and 
events that appeal to not just the members but their spouses and 
families as a means of growing membership.

And I hope you all take a moment to get to know these three 
women: Claudia Farkas, Kim Kinsella, and Dorothy Barnhart.  
This trio of women truly exemplifies what it means to GLOW. 
Claudia is the nicest person you would ever want to meet and is 
always ready to pal around with a group of gals for lunch or just a 
good chat. Kim is a new bestie and someone who enthusiastically 
embraces an opportunity to get to know another female as not 
just an acquaintance but as a potential friend. And Dorothy is an 
absolute sweetie who cares about and has a real interest in others, 
is great at including everyone in the conversation and at making 
anyone feel special. 

Have a GLOW story you would like to share?  Write to this 
magazine and let us know.  In the meantime, let’s continue our 
journey looking at ways women can Grow the GLOW

Best known for Veterans Day and Thanksgiving, November is 
packed with a whole cornucopia of special days and observances 
that are just GLOW perfect.

National Inspirational Role Models Month

Inspiring females are all around us.  They help us by providing 
feedback, teaching, affirmation, support, and guidance, and can 
have a broad impact on helping us successfully navigate life.  Has a 
female had a positive influence on your life?  Well now is the time 
to tell them so.  Explain how they have impacted or changed your 
life for the better, and thank them for what they did.  Another way 
to celebrate is by striving to be a good role model for other women.  
Some ways in which you can do that: Be a good listener; interact 
with everyone in the room, not just your friends; and be interested 
in others, even if you do not know them well.

National Family Caregivers Appreciation Month

It is estimated that between 53-68% of family caregivers are 
women.  It is also estimated that 20% of all female workers 
are family caregivers.  Caregiving can take both a physical and 
emotional toll.  What can we women do to help?  Offer a few 
hours of respite care, giving the caregiver a chance to step away and 

take care of themselves.  Offer to prepare a Thanksgiving or other 
holiday meals.  Send a card and some flowers to help cheer their 
day.  Give your friend a gift card to their favorite restaurant, coffee 
shop, or bookstore.  Offer to grocery shop for them, take their dog 
for a walk, or help them with any other small task that will make 
their day easier.

 Your Unique Talent Day

Who isn’t amazed by someone that can pat their head, and rub their 
tummy, all while humming a tune.  Well here is your opportunity to 
share with others those talents that are uniquely yours.

• Do you like to sing? – Why not make someone feel special 
by performing their favorite song.

• Are you good at art? – Why not offer to make a sketch of 
someone’s house or draw their favorite pet.  

• Are you good at math? – Why not tutor a young woman in 
grade school or college. 

• Like sports? – Why not teach another female how to drive a 
golf ball or hit a tennis ball.

Whatever talent makes you stand out, make sure that you not 
only share it, but compliment and appreciate others’.

Chicken Soup for the Soul Day

Now that's a ready-made GLOW event if ever I heard one.  
GLOW is all about helping you establish new or deepen existing 
friendships, and what better way to do that than by nurturing each 
other, something that women do really well?  For those of you who 
don’t know, Chicken Soup for the Soul started as a book nearly 30 
years ago and is filled with true stories written by ordinary people 
about their own lives.  So when was the last time you shared an 
inspirational story with some gal pals?  Why not celebrate by 
telling your friends how much they mean to you.  Or how about 
make one of your favorite recipes but make it a double batch to 
share.  Or gather a group of friends and watch a movie with an 
uplifting message.  Who knows, through one simple act you could 
just become the light in someone else’s life.

I am looking forward to seeing/meeting you as Bill and I 
continue to travel around the state, and to sharing more ideas with 
you to help you find your GLOW next month.

Growing League Of Women | GLOW
by Lisa D'Addeo Bohman
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Grand Historian's Corner 
     
by Andrew R. Mellilo

The name 
Luke Adolphus 

Lockwood is the 
name by which a man 

and Mason was called on his 
earthly pilgrimage during the years of 1833 
to 1905 in the old Nutmeg state and the land 
of steady habits. A man that was not just an 
accomplished and well-respected citizen, friend, 
family man, and Mason, but a man whose 
energy and passion and commitment to the 
betterment of his family, his community, his 
fraternity, his profession, and his country was 
honorable and commendable of the highest 
respect and esteem. 

Luke A. Lockwood was born December 
1, 1833, in his ancient family home on 
what is now called Lockwood Road in the 
neighborhood of Riverside in the Town of 
Greenwich. On the very same place and road 
in which Lockwood’s ancestral home once 
stood, live and have lived the Grand Historian’s 
grandparents and uncle, and he is proud to call 
Lockwood his noble ancestor and Brother. The 
author does not write about Luke because of 
this fact, as personal as it is to him, but because 
the brute truth of facts about Lockwood’s life 
speak testaments to the character of the man. 
He was the type of person that does not make 
their earthly pilgrimage frequently, and the 
men who had the privilege to know him -- let 
their words speak for the man, alongside his 
actions and great achievements. 

Most Worshipful Brother Lockwood was 
planning to celebrate his 50-year Golden 
Anniversary in Masonry in December 1905. 
He showed no signs of illness, and was fit 
as ever, attending to his law practice, to the 
fraternity, to the needs of his local community, 
and to the Episcopal Society at large across the 
State of Connecticut and New York. He was hit 
with a sudden fit of illness and died November 
20, 1905, in the same room in which he was 
born. The Craft lamented the loss with great 
fervor and intensity. 

In the Grand Lodge proceedings of 1906, at 

the annual Grand Session held on January 17 
in the very new temple building of St. John’s 
Lodge No. 4, the following words were written 
in recognition of Most Worshipful Brother 
Lockwood’s death:

Brother Lockwood was one of the oldest Past 
Grand Masters and the best-known mason 
in our jurisdiction. He was the author of our 
jurisprudence, and the representative of the Grand 
Lodge of England, near our Grand Lodge. I 
caused the following memorial to be sent by the 
Grand Secretary:

Hartford, Conn., Nov. 25, 1905.

To the Master Wardens and Brethren of the 
several Lodges in this Grand Jurisdiction, and to 
all Grand Lodges in fraternal correspondence:

Once more the Angel of Death has entered 
our fraternal circle, and our hearts are filled 
with sorrow, we mourn the sudden and almost 
irreparable loss of one to whom we looked for 
counsel and instruction, one ever ready to devote 
his time, energy and talents to the cause of 
Masonry, one who in his daily life exemplified the 
teaching of our time-honored Institution. Most 
Worshipful Brother Luke A. Lockwood, Grand 
Master in 1872 and 1873, who died at his 
residence in Riverside, November 20th, 1905:

‘Life labor done, 

Serenely to his final rest he passed.

While the soft memory of his virtues yet 

Linger, like sunlight hues when

That bright Orb as set.’

Brother Lockwood was born at Riverside, 
December 1st, 1833, in the house in which he 
died. His early education was in the public schools 
and academy at Greenwich, where he prepared 
for college. He entered Trinity College in 1851 
and graduated in 1855. In early life he became 
a member of Christ Church at Greenwich. In 
1875 he started a mission at Riverside which 
subsequently became the present St. Paul Parish. 
For many years he officiated as a lay reader until 
the parish was able to sustain a Rector, was its 

senior warden until his death, an active member 
at the conventions of his diocese, and an earnest 
and devoted churchman. In 1890 he was elected 
trustee of Trinity College, which office he held 
during his life. 

At the close of his college course, he took up the 
profession of the Law, and was admitted to the 
bar in 1856 and remained in active practice until 
his death. 

He was made a Mason in Union Lodge No. 
5, at Stamford in 1856; in 1858 he came a 
charter member of Acacia Lodge No. 85, at 
Greenwich, and was its first Master, continuing 
in office for ten years. He served as Grand Master 
of Connecticut in 1872 and 1873. It was as 
this time that he was deeply imbued with the 
practical teachings of masonry, - CHARITY, - he 
ably presented the subject in his address before the 
Grand Lodge, and largely by his persistent efforts 
lead to the establishing of the Masonic Home, 
located at Wallingford and dedicated September 
25, 1895. He was its first President and remained 
in office until his death, this was the work nearest 
his heart, and to which his time and services were 
freely given. His associates in the management of 
the Home feel his loss a personal one. 

To his afflicted family we extend most sincere 
sympathy. May the Allies and Omnipotent One 
send comfort and consolation to them. 

It is ordered that this memorial be read in all 
the Lodges under our jurisdiction, and the altars 
draped in mourning for sixty days.

Asa P. Fitch, 
  Grand Master.

Attest: John H. Barlow, 
  Grand Secretary

The proceeding continues a little more and 
states, 

The funeral of Brother Lockwood was largely 
attended, especially by the Masonic fraternity, 
who fathered at the cemetery in Stamford, 
witnessed the last sad rites of his burial. The 
Masonic service was impressively rendered by 

Continued on page 13
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Past Grand Master, John H. Barlow – your 
Grand Master acting as one of the honorary 
bearers. Sixteen Grand Lodge officers and nine 
Past Grand Masters were present…

Most Worshipful Brother George McNall 
(1899) of Acacia Lodge No 85 in Greenwich, 
was preparing Most Worshipful Brother 
Lockwood’s 50-year anniversary when Brother 
Luke suddenly laid down the working tools 
of life, and quietly went away to that other 
realm of light, life, and love. Acacia Lodge had 
purchased him a $1,000 silver service (worth 
$25,000, if not more, in today’s money). They 
never gave him his gift, nor put on the gala of 
appreciation and admiration for such a great 
and noble man and Mason. 

Lockwood was a member of Phi Beta Kappa 
at his alma mater, but his college fraternity 
was Alpha Delta Phi. He was a Junior Fellow 
of Trinity College from 1877 to 1883, and at 
the time of his death was one of its trustees. In 
1902, his alma mater conferred the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws on him - a well 
merited degree after he demonstrated his legal 
capacity both as a country lawyer and as a 
Masonic legal foundational writer, and Grand 
Master. After his graduation from college, he 
studied law with Mr. Thomas H. Rodman, 
Esq. of New York City and was admitted into 
the New York Bar in 1856, and afterwards 
admitted to the Connecticut Bar. He practiced 
law in the New York City and was for many 
years the senior member of the well-known 
firm, Lockwood and Hill. 

He was the High Priest of Rittenhouse 
Chapter, RAM, of Stamford in 1863; Grand 
High Priest of Royal Arch Masons of the 
State of Connecticut in 1865 and 1866; and 
published his work on Masonic Law and 
Practice in 1867 which is still the recognized 
authority on Masonic jurisprudence. Through 
his efforts, the fraternity is largely indebted 
for the establishment of the Masonic Home 
at Wallingford, of which as mentioned, he 
served as its first President until the time of 
his death. He was appointed in 1895 the sole 
representative of English Masons in North 
America by Prince Albert, Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of England, and Prince of Wales 
– who later became King Edward VII after his 
mother, Empress Victoria died in January of 
1901. He walked with farmers, and he walked 

with Kings – and he never lost his common, 
but noble touch to all that he put his energy 
and intellect. 

He was married at Christ Church in 
Greenwich on September 11, 1862, to Mary 
Louise Lyon, daughter of Captain William 
L. and Catherine (née Mead) Lyon. Captain 
William Lyon also being a charter member 
of Acacia Lodge and a parishioner of Christ 
Church, in which church yard he is buried 
with the Square and Compasses proudly 
displayed upon his stone. 

Lockwood was an indispensable force in 
his native town, state, country, and in the 
ancient and honorable society of Masonry. In 
the preface to his and great and good work, 
Masonic Law and Practice, he writes:

At the urgent request of many intelligent 
brethren in high official position the author 
was induced to prepare this condensed system of 
Masonic Law and Practice…On every disputed 
point the authorities have been examined, the 
reason advanced by opposing authors have been 
weighted, and the principles conscientiously 
deemed to best comport with practical 
common sense, the design of the Institution, its 
Landmarks and its usages have been enunciated 
in a single paragraph. In the admirable works of 
the several distinguished authors upon Masonic 
Jurisprudence the arguments for and against 
the legal principle are given in detail, and it 
has many times occurred that in Grand Lodge, 
and by Grand Officers, these eminent authors 
have been cited as sustaining a position, which 
upon attentive examination, it would be found 
they, in fact, most earnestly combated…The 
author would acknowledge his great obligations 
for assistance afforded by the well-known works 
of Oliver, Mackey, Simons, Morris, Chase and 
others, and by the friendly suggestions of many 
kind brethren in various parts of the country. If 
this work shall in any measure meet the wants of 
the Craft, so often expressed, of a convenient and 
decided enunciation of Masonic Law, the author 
will feel that his labor has not been in vain.

He ends his introduction of the same work 
with these words:

Every Mason is a member of the universal 
brotherhood, professing the same faith and 
possessing but one Law. When, therefore, Masonry 
is considered in this aspect of Universality and 

Oneness, and each Lodge and Grand Lodge is 
viewed as the rivulet and river which swell and 
sustain the busy ocean of universal brotherhood 
- the pride and boast of every Mason, and the 
wonder and admiration of philosophers - how 
insignificant came the puny distinctions and 
selfish pride of locality. It is but a reputation of 
the well-known fable of certain members of the 
human body lording it over their fellow-members 
instead of laboring together harmoniously, in 
obedience to the one law of their nature, for 
the glory and welfare of the whole body. How 
beautiful and suggestive the language of the 
Trowel, as it ‘spreads the cement of brotherly love 
and affection which binds and unites us into a 
Common Band or Society of friends and Brothers, 
among whom no contention should ever exist, 
except that noble contention, or rather emulation, 
who can best work and best agree.

Most Worshipful Brother Lockwood has 
few who can match his zeal and labor for the 
fraternity upon which the present Craft now 
benefits from and stands upon. He sleeps the 
quiet sleep of death next to his wife, under 
the black slate Lockwood crested stone at 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church of Stamford, 
off the very developed, dense, and busy 
thoroughfare of Washington Boulevard. May 
Light Perpetual shine upon his immortal soul 
and may no member of the Craft forget his 
great and good work for the fraternity. May 
you always remember his name. As Grand 
Master Asa P. Fitch reported in his final 
remarks on Lockwood’s passing during the 
Grand Lodge session of 1906:

Brethren, we have met with a loss that seems 
almost irreparable, and I am of the opinion that 
I express the sentiment of all present, when I ask, 
‘Who is the one to take his place?

Grand Historian's Corner continued from page 12
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The first 10 candidates to sign 
up for the ceremonial will receive 
their initian, fez, and 2022 dues 

for $110. This is a savings of over 
a hundred dollars.

JOIN SPHINX SHRINERS FOR OUR WINTER CEREMONIAL! 
It's time you take your journey through the desert.

SPHINX SHRINERS CEREMONIAL &  
YEARS OF SERVICE AWARDS 

PRESENTATION
December 4, 2021, 11:00 a.m.

at Sphinx Shriners
207 Deming Street, Newington, CT

He lp us he lp the k ids 
by bec o mi ng a Sh r i ner !

Register on line at
www.BeAShrinerNow.com 

or contact Nobel Eric Pogg, 
Assistant Rabban 

at 860-803-0784 
or ejpogg@gmail.com

We love receiving article submissions here at the Connecticut 
Freemasons newspaper. One of the joys of editing so much 
news is getting an early peak at all the great activities all the 

lodges are engaged in, especially now that things are much more open.

What we don’t love so much is receiving those submissions in the 
body of an email.

Our submission guidelines ask for a Word .doc or .docx file, or a 
plain .txt file, attached to an email. Why do we do that? Mainly because 
when we pull text from the body of an email into any editing program 
(I currently use Libre Office), it pulls in non-printing formatting 
characters that I then have to remove. If I don’t pull them out, it causes 
Pat a lot of problems when she lays out the paper and pulls the files in 
to her layout software.

But what if you don’t have Microsoft Office? That’s not really a 
problem. On Windows you can always use Notepad and write a plain 
.txt file. On Mac you can use TextEdit. Attach that to an email and send 
it to submissions@ctfreemasons.net. “Easy peasy lemon squeezy.” If 
you’re a true geek and use Linux, I really don’t need to be explaining the 
process to you because chances are you already know.

What about photos? Glad you asked.

DO NOT embed photos in a Word doc. Why? Because Pat lays out 
the paper and places the photos where they fit in the paper, and that 
means we have to save the photos out of the doc and delete them from 
the doc. In some cases, Word will also resize the photos down, so that 
we lose photo quality. If you have photos that you’ve taken on your 
cell phone or digital camera (hopefully on the very highest resolution 
possible for your device), then just attach them individually to the email 
as well.

Finally, I should probably mention that sending a PDF is worse than 
sending a submission in the body of the email. Please just don’t. Period. 
Ever. Never.

With the amount of submissions, we receive (which are a lot now that 
so many activities are happening again) even a few articles submitted 
that don’t adhere to the guidelines cause a lot of extra work. And they 
might be the first cut for space. We would much rather spend that time 
polishing everything into a great edition of the Connecticut Freemasons.

Submissions?  Love 'Em.  In the Body of an 
Email? Eh, Not So Much… by Francis G. Way

Have you always wondered what 
the Shriners are all about?
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2021-22	Officers	of	the	Grand	Lodge	of	Connecticut	A.F.&A.M.
Top Row L-R: Bro. Robert J. Kovi, Associate Grand Tiler; Richard C. Memmott Jr, R.W. Grand Tiler; Rev. Carl H. Anderson,  
R.W. Grand Almoner; Mark H. Hawkins, R.W. Grand Junior Steward; Brian E. Beals, R.W. Deputy Grand Treasurer; Gary Graham, 
R.W. Grand Organist; James M. Anderson, R.W. Deputy Grand Secretary; Rev. Harry. Elliott, R.W. Grand Chaplain; Donald R. 
Skinner, Assistant to Grand Master; Rinaldo F. Magliano Jr, R.W. Grand Junior Deacon;
Bottom Row L-R: F. Matthew Heinrich Jr, R.W. Grand Senior Steward; Shane Dufresne, R.W. Grand Marshal; Newton Buckner III, 
R.W. Grand Treasurer; Joseph J. Porco, R.W. Grand Senior Warden; William E. Bohman, Most Worshipful Grand Master; Rev. Bruce 
R. Bellmore, R.W. Deputy Grand Master; Edward C. Page, R.W. Grand Junior Warden; Grant S. Gould, R.W. Grand Secretary; 
Les B. King, R.W. Grand Senior Deacon.  Missing: Tony S. Angelica, Associate Grand Tiler

Widows Sons Donate to 
iCan Bike Program

 by Chris Smith

On July 29, the members of the Connecticut Widows Sons Masonic 
Riders Association made a charitable donation to the Miracle League of 
Connecticut’s iCan Bike program. The Miracle League of CT provides 

an opportunity for children with physical or cognitive challenges to participate in 
different recreational or sporting activities. 

The Widows Sons chose the iCan Bike program since it teaches children how 
to ride a two-wheeled bicycle within five 75-minute sessions. It was decided 
that this would be a worthy program due to the similarity of being on two 
wheels, the kids on their bicycles and the Widows Sons on their motorcycles.

One thing that was very apparent was the big smiles on the faces of the children 
as they gained the confidence and independence to ride a two-wheeled bicycle on 
their own for the first time.

The Connecticut Widows Sons MRA is a group of men who share their 
combined love of Masonry and motorcycles while giving back to the local 
community. The CT WSMRA is a registered 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization. 

Brothers Chris Smith, Stan Mackiewicz and Jake Gonska 
presenting the  donation to Miracle League’s 

Executive Director Mike Michaud 
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There is an interesting, 
though regrettably 
underdeveloped passage in 

Mackey’s Symbolism of Freemasonry 
(1882) likening the form of the 
lodge to the geography of the 
ancient known world. He begins by 
addressing the Masonic significance 
of the oblong square before offering 
the following observation… 

“If, for instance, on a map of the 
world we should inscribe an oblong 
figure whose boundary lines would 
circumscribe and include just that 
portion which was known to be 
inhabited in the days of Solomon, these 
lines running a short distance north and south of the Mediterranean Sea, 
and extending from Spain in the west to Asia Minor in the east, would form 
an oblong square, including the southern shore of Europe, the northern shore 
of Africa, and the western district of Asia, the length of the parallelogram 
being about sixty degrees from east to west, and its breadth being about 
twenty degrees from north to south. This oblong square, thus enclosing the 
whole of what was then supposed to be the habitable globe, would precisely 
represent what is symbolically said to be the form of the lodge, while the 
Pillars of Hercules in the west, on each side of the straits of Gades and 
Gibraltar, might appropriately be referred to the two pillars that stood on 
the porch of the temple.” 

After superimposing the Brazen Pillars on the porch of King 
Solomon’s Temple over the Western Mediterranean’s Pillars of Hercules, 
Mackey abruptly stops short of applying this perspective to other 
features of the lodge. In the present article, we will pick up the thread 
begun by Mackey and endeavor to flesh out the symbolic geography of 
the lodge. 

First, we note that Mackey’s oblong square essentially centers on the 
Mediterranean Sea. The word Mediterranean conjoins the Latin medius 
(meaning “middle”) and terra (meaning “land” or “earth”), and most 
directly comes to us from the Latin mediterraneus, denoting the sea “in 
the middle of the earth.” If the Mediterranean Sea may be thought of as 
the center of the world, as it anciently was in the region, then we may 
understand the lodge as being a microcosmic model of the known world.

Mackey orients us in this regard by his superimposition of the 
pillars at the “West Gate” of both the sea and the lodge – Morocco’s 
Jebel Musa to the south and Spain’s Rock of Gibraltar to the north 
corresponding to J.∙. to the south and B.∙. in the north of the lodge. 
Thus, we know that the directionality of the lodge is aligned with that 
of the ancient world – an oblong square whose longer sides run east-to-
west. From here, we may begin to fit other geographic features to the 
lodge and, conversely, other features of the lodge to the geography of 
the ancient world. 

Obviously, the Levant plays an 
important geographical role in Masonic 
ritual and symbolism, as the region 
contains both Jerusalem, the site of 
King Solomon’s Temple, and the 
Phoenician city of Tyre, from whence 
King Hiram and the G.∙.M.∙.H.∙.A.∙. 
hailed. The easternmost end of the 
lodge corresponds to the Levant in 
this symbolic geography, which is 
appropriate since this is where the 
Worshipful Master is seated as well as 
being the source of Masonic Light.

The island of Crete is the 
largest of the Greek islands and is 
relatively centrally located in the 

Mediterranean Sea. The Minoan civilization flourished on the island 
during a precessional period known as the Taurian Age, which is the 
approximately 2,000-year period when the zodiacal sign of Taurus 
hosted the vernal equinox. Consequently, there was an abundance 
of Taurian symbolism in Minoan culture, such as the minotaur, the 
practice of bull-leaping and numerous frescoes depicting the animal. 
This is Masonically significant because the fraternity’s Anno Lucis 
(“Year of Light”) marks the approximate commencement of this 
precessional age. Thus, it would make sense, symbolically, for the 
island of Crete to represent the altar in the geographical lodge, since 
it is at the altar (Crete) that Masons are brought to Light (the Anno 
Lucis; 4000 BCE).

In Masonic symbolism, the north is considered the “place of 
darkness”; this makes sense in the geographical model as well, since the 
Sun will always be at a lower declination at higher, northern latitudes. 
Oppositely, the south is the station of the Junior Warden and is 
represented geographically by North Africa – a correspondence which 
seems to imply a resonance between the legend of the G.∙.M.∙.H.∙.A.∙. 
and the Osirian cycle wherein the murdered god becomes entangled 
in the acacia tree at Byblos in Phoenicia. Thus, a link between Egypt 
in the south and Phoenicia in the east is forged, and the locations of 
temporary interment for both Osiris and the G.∙.M.∙.H.∙.A.∙. are marked 
by the acacia. 

Symbolic geography, when used as an interpretive key, not only 
allows us to view Masonic ritual and symbolism from the mythological 
perspective of the ancient world, but also to view the ancient world 
through the lens of Freemasonry, whereby we may discern a certain 
perennial current in the Craft. Both superimpositions of meaning 
appear to support the other in strangely resonant ways, which seems 
to imply that there may be some species of occult synergy at work, or 
perhaps that Masonic symbolism is just another iteration of an ever-
recurring mythological projection.

The Symbolic Geography of the Lodge
by Jaime Paul Lamb
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Technology Changes at Grand Lodge
Grand Lodge Email Addresses:

Grand Secretary Grant Gould  grandsecretary@ctfreemasons.net 
Grand Treasurer Newton Buckner grandtreasurer@ctfreemasons.net 
Administrative Assistant Deb Fowler dfowler@ctfreemasons.net 
Secretary Erika Rose   erose@ctfreemasons.net 
Grand Lodge Office   grandlodge@ctfreemasons.net 

Grand Lodge Phone Contacts:

Main Office line    (203) 679-5903 
Grand Master’s office   (203) 679-6932 
Grand Treasurer Newton Buckner (203) 679-5454 
Grand Secretary Grant Gould  (203) 679-5453 
Administrative Assistant Deb Fowler (203) 679-6206   
Secretary Erika Rose   (203) 679-6236 
Grand Lodge Fax   (203) 679-5996

The Grand Lodge telephone, network access, and 
systems support have historically been provided 
to Grand Lodge through Masonicare. As our 

operations increasingly require greater use of technology 
and the ability to work both from the office and remotely, 
the Grand Lodge officers, in consultation with Masonicare 
IT, have been reviewing alternate solutions that would 
be in the best interests of both Masonicare and Grand 
Lodge operations. Ultimately, the decision was reached 
to establish separate network and telecommunications 
systems for Grand Lodge. The network conversion is 
complete, and the telecommunications upgrade will occur 
over the coming weeks. As part of this conversion, our @
masonicare.org email addresses will be discontinued. Our 
phone numbers will essentially remain the same, as will 
most of our email contacts. All are effective immediately 
and are listed as follows.

Joseph  Gregory Angelo 
Washington Lodge No. 70

William  P. Atkinson 
Jeptha Lodge No. 95

Ernest  P. Bauer 
Estuary Lodge No. 43

Roswell  T. Davis 
Center Lodge No. 97

Ronald  Earl Edmondson 
Uriel Lodge No. 24

Alan  E. Feinstein 
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Joel  Allen Goldberg 
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Robert  Scott Gregan 
Uriel Lodge No. 24

Robert  Lionel Kilgore 
Center Lodge No. 97

Charles  Hubert Reeve, Jr. 
Hospitality Lodge No. 128

Carl  W. Shields 
Frederick-Franklin Lodge No. 14

Alexander  J. Sullivan 
Compass Lodge No. 9

Joseph  W. Tabarrini 
Corinthian Lodge No. 104

Stanley  A. Taylor 
Columbia Lodge No. 25

Alfred  Matthew Traver, Jr. 
Federal Lodge No. 17

Robert  M. Winzler 
Seneca Lodge No. 55

Robert  D. Wolff 
Valley Lodge No. 36

We offer our condolences to the families and friends  
of those brothers who have been called by  

The Grand Architect of the Universe
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District 1 
Lodges 3, 5, 6, 8, 19, 65, 67, 85, 104, 109, 107, 142, 144, 149

Washington Lodge No. 19 Annual 
Picnic by Roy Nealon

It was a perfect August day for Washington Lodge No. 19’s annual picnic. 
The food, games, brotherly love, and friendship were in abundance.  

Funeral Service for Brother Lee Hitchcock by Roy Nealon

On Saturday, August 21, one of lodges in the 1st District could not fully support a Masonic funeral service for Brother Lee Hitchcock, 
a brother who served Masonry for over 50 years. 

A call was made to all the lodges in the district and 10 brothers answered the call and came running to provide support. There was 
a total of 15 brothers at the service. Brother 
Lee’s widow and sister are both 50-plus year 
Easter Star Ladies, and his son is a Past Master 
of a lodge in Georgia. 

In Masonry, Brother Lee held five officer 
positions in Washington Lodge No. 19 in 
Monroe prior to moving to South Carolina. 
In South Carolina, he continued in Masonry 
at the Omar Temple in South Carolina, and 
the Grand Strand Lodge AF & AM of North 
Myrtle Beach Shrine Club.

This was Masonry at its best.



Connecticut Freemasons • October 2021 19ctfreemasons.net

District 2 
Lodges 13, 18, 21, 39, 40, 48, 49

St. Peter’s Lodge No. 21 
Back at Labor by Daniel W. Nichols

Everyone is always sad when the summer starts to end. Kids 
have to go back to school. Summer vacations are a thing of 
the past. But Masons are gearing up for a fall full of events 
and brotherhood. How do these things come to pass? By the 
September, back to labor, stated communication. 

Almost every lodge has that initial early September meeting to 
start the ideas for the plans of the fall events. Some shrug and 
say, “stated communications are boring,” but I disagree. These 
meetings are the heart of the lodge. These are the meetings where 
ideas become the events of the fall. These are the meetings that 
can put a finger on the pulse of the lodge.

In the first week of September, St. Peter’s Lodge No. 21 had 
their planning meeting. Much was discussed and plans started to 
become the great events of the fall.

Once business is concluded, brothers must always remember to 
educate themselves. Short talks are always the best, they don’t take 
much time but to leave the brothers with a new perspective and 
maybe a question that will be personally research.

Worshipful Master Matt Fitzgibbons gave a great short lecture 
about the meanings behind B.C., A.D., and 6021 – all different 
measurements used for time – and about the arguments from 
medieval times of what is accurate. This was definitely a lecture 
that made the brothers ponder.

Just before closing there was a surprise: WB Peter W Nordholm, 
a past master of St. Peter’s Lodge in 1989 told a story of a gavel 
that was made by a past brother of the lodge and was engraved. 
WB Peter then held up the gavel for all to see, and the work on 
the gavel was truly beautiful. WB Peter then stated he wanted 
to give it to St. Peter’s Lodge to display for all the brothers to 
admire. It was truly a gracious gift. 
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District 3 
Lodges 7, 11, 12, 17, 42, 47, 55, 64, 76, 78

On Saturday, September 4, the Masons of King Solomon's 
Lodge No.7 came out in force and held their 8th annual food 
drive in front of LaBonne's Market in Woodbury. Especially 
with the challenges of the past year and a half, the services of 
the Woodbury Food Bank are needed now more than ever. The 
brothers heartily thank the people of the greater Woodbury area 
for their continued support in this important work. 

The Woodbury Food Bank provides weekly access to 125 
families and seniors in need. This program serves both to 
support proper nutrition and to enable families to conserve 
scarce financial resources for other household necessities. 

In addition to providing food and household staples, the 
Community Services Council’s supplementary energy assistance 
program offers additional support to meet urgent heating oil, 
gas, and electricity needs that are not met through assistance 
available through the state of Connecticut and energy 
providers. The crisis assistance program enables authorized 
clients to request short-term financial help with critical 
emergency needs. The program seeks to brighten the holiday 
season for client families by providing holiday dinners with all 
the trimmings through the food bank.

(l-r): Albin Weber, Wayne Anderson, Steve Lewis, Jeffrey Leavenworth, Douglas Barry, Mitchell Goldburgh, Bob Taylor from Woodbury 
Community Services, Mark Cohen, John Novak, Richard Miska, and Richard Silverman. (Not pictured but participated): Lorenzo Gaudioso, 
Ken Bolin, John Monteleone, and Lee Warner.

King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 Annual Food Drive at 
LaBonne’s Market by Richard Miska
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Widow’s Son 
Lodge No. 66 and 
Ansantawae Lodge 
No. 115 Jointly 
Raise Five 
by David Cole

On Wednesday evening, September 15, 
in Branford, the brothers of Widow’s Son 
Lodge No, 66 and Annawon Lodge No. 
115 jointly raised five Fellowcrafts to the 
Sublime Degree of Master Mason. 

Congratulations to Brothers Edward 
Papero and Raymond Lafarier from 
Widow’s Son Lodge. Congratulations to 
Brothers Jerry Nero and Naquan Boyd 
from Annawon Lodge. 

Congratulations also to Brother 
Alexander Rode from Granite Lodge No. 
35 in Vermont. Brother Alexander is a U.S. 
Marine currently residing in Branford. 
He had received his first two degrees in 
Vermont but due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
could not go back to complete his Masonic 
journey. Through the efforts of the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut and the Grand Lodge of Vermont he 
received permission to receive his MM Degree and continue his 
Masonic journey in Connecticut. 

A special thank you goes out to the brothers from Ansantawae 
Lodge No. 89 that helped by putting on the tragedy portion of 
the degree. They were amazing.

Widow’s Son Lodge’s Senior Deacon Bro. Charlie Miller put 
on a wonderful linguini and clam sauce dinner. He really outdid 
himself on this evening. The turnout for the degree was over 30 
brothers, and it was wonderful to see the sidelines filled. What was 
truly special was the teamwork of three lodges coming together to 
put this degree on. 

l-r front: SW Jonathan Collingwood, Edward Papero, Jerry Nero, Raymond Lafarier, WM Edward Anyafulu. 
l-r back: Alexander Rode, Granite Lodge No. 35, Vermont; Naquan Boyd

District 4 
Lodges 1, 9, 16, 22, 30, 38, 63, 66, 77, 79, 87, 89, 97, 115, 125, 332, 401, 500
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District 4 continued on page 23

Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66 Teams 
With Annawon Lodge No. 115 for 
Ladies At Table by David Cole

The brothers of Widow's Son Lodge No. 66 in Branford teamed up with 
brothers from Annawon Lodge No. 115 in West Haven to hold a joint Ladies 
at Table Lodge event. 

The dinner was to honor the ladies of course, but it had a fun twist. A few 
months ago, when the idea was mentioned, it started out as a challenge from 
the Widow's Son brothers. They like to cook and the brothers from Annawon 
Lodge like to cook, so they challenged Annawon Lodge to a cookoff. 

A BBQ theme was chosen with three different foods: corn, macaroni and cheese, and 
brisket. Attendees would be served both versions and vote blindly on which was better. The 
winning lodge would be the lodge that won at least two of the three categories. The prize was 
bragging rights of course. 

It was decided to do this for charity and to secure donations for the food and raffle items. 
Any profit from the event would be split by the lodges for the charity of their choice. 
Annawon Lodge chose to donate to the West Haven Animal Shelter and Widow's Son Lodge 
chose to donate to Branford Youth Sports. 

Almost everything needed was secured via generous donations from local businesses. 
Annawon and Widow’s Son would like to thank the following businesses: Parthenon Diner, 
Cork Shop, Nero HVAC, Stop and Shop of Branford, Home Depot of Orange, Ashley's Ice 
Cream, Stillwater Wellness, and Rosso Vino. Please keep these businesses in mind and use 
them as often as possible. Without them this would not have been possible. Other needed 
items were generously donated by some brothers from both lodges. 

Overall, $1,750 was raised for charity. Each lodge will be donating $875 to their 
charities.

Anawon Lodge won the bragging rights for the year, but Worshipful Master Ed Anyafulu 
declared the kids and the animals the real winners. 

A special thanks go to Bro. Charlie Miller of Widows Son Lodge No. 66 and Bro. Joe 
McVety of Annawon Lodge No 115 for spearheading this event.

District 4 
Lodges 1, 9, 16, 22, 30, 38, 63, 66, 77, 79, 87, 89, 97, 115, 125, 332, 401, 500
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District 4 continued on page 20

District 4 continued from page 22
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In August, and early September, we saw an increase 
in COVID-19 cases throughout the United States of 
America and the rest of the world. However, this has 

not yet affected our plans for the coming fall season. As 
there was no shutdown, the Valley held a fishing boat trip, 
that appealed to so many Valley brethren that it sold out in 
record time. In addition, our long-delayed Worker’s Night 
Appreciation Dinner, and 
Installation of Officers for 2021-
2022, also took place in August.

Also in August, the Annual 
Session of the Supreme Council, 
AASR, NMJ took place in 
Cleveland, Ohio. At which 
time, along with the reading of 
various committee reports and 
normal business, the following 
occurred:

Ill. Peter J. Samiec, 33rd, 
was elected, and installed, 
as the new Sovereign Grand 
Commander for the Supreme 
Council, AASR, NMJ.

Ill. Kevin j, Hecht, 33rd, 
was appointed and installed as 
the new Deputy for the State 
of Connecticut. Ill. Bruce T. 
Work, 33rd, is the Active for 
Connecticut. 

The nominess for Sovereign 
Grand Inspector General, 
Honorary Members of the 
Supreme Council, 33rd were 
elected and received the 33rd Degree. Among that class were 
several Scottish Rite members from Connecticut including 
Valley Secretary Bro. Tony S. Angelica, and Bro. David S. 
LaFargue, MSA, who runs the control booth during degree 
 

presentations. I would like to personally congratulate them 
for their hard work.

In September, the Valley began to hold live degrees for a 
new class of candidates. On Thursday, September 9, there 
was a live portrayal of the 4th Degree under the direction 
of Bro. Frank Dlugoleski, MSA, and a DVD presentation 

of the 6th Degree. The Lodge of 
Perfection’s Thrice Potent Master, Ill. 
Jeffery A. Flynn, 33rd, followed that up 
on Thursday, September 30, with a live 
portrayal of the 7th Degree and a DVD 
presentation of the 12th Degree. 

Looking ahead to October, the 
Hartford Council Princes of Jerusalem’s 
Sovereign Prince, Bro. Robert V. 
Dynak, will present a live portrayal of 
the 15th degree.

The Valley will also join the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut and the Valley of 
Bridgeport for a Halloween bus trip to 
Salem, MA on Saturday, October 23.

Some final reminders:

On degree nights a pre-degree dinner 
is held, followed by the degree and an 
after degree social hour. The price for 
the dinners is $15 in advance ($20 at 
the door), unless you signed up for the 
four-dinner package.

If you are not vaccinated, masks are 
required. If you are not vaccinated and 
do not choose to wear a mask you will 
be asked to leave.

If you know of a Master Mason who would like to join 
Scottish Rite, it is not too late to join the fall class. They may 
join at any time and be brought up to date.

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING  
MORE IN MASONRY? 

 
So, what do the following have in common? 

Justice * Integrity * Tolreance * Service
Reverence to God * Devotion to Country

They are the CORE VALUES portrayed 
in the Scottish Rite degrees, a Masonic 

organization where you will find... 
Inspiration - Convenience - Enjoyment

 
See what we have to offer by visiting our 

website: wwww.valleyofhartford.org
or learn more about the Scottish Rite by 

visiting the Supreme Council, NMJ website.
___________________

Applications for the next 2021-2022 Classes 
are now being accepted.

Valley of Hartford, AASR 
by David R. Blythe, Sr.
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October brings the degree season at the Lafayette Consistory into 
full swing. The month of October features a live presentation 
of the 25th Degree, along with a video rendition of the 17th 

Degree on Monday evening, October 4. Then, on October 18, there will 
be a live presentation of the 29th Degree followed by a video rendition 
of the 15th Degree. On both dates, a meal will be served next door at 
the Shrine Building at 6 p.m. with the degree work commencing at 7:30. 
Reservations are necessary, so call the Consistory office to reserve a meal 
and a seat for the degree. The number is (203) 375-0064.

The Children’s Dyslexia Centers is still looking for a part-time business 
manager who will be working out of the Waterbury Center. A full 
description of the employment opportunity can be found in the July 
2021 Lafayette Consistory News. The gig is a permanent part-time 
position for about four days a week, and it is ideal for a semi-retired 
person who has business and computer savvy and who is not looking for 
a full-time opportunity. Cover letters and resumes should be emailed to: 
cas.wtbylc@gmail.com

The October Waterbury Walk for Dyslexia will take place on Sunday, 
October 3. This year’s two-mile 
walk around the Town Plot area 
of Waterbury is scheduled to be 
held, rain or shine, starting at the 
Masonic Temple at 531 Highland 
Avenue, Waterbury, next to the 
Children’s Dyslexia Center, barring 
any safety and health restrictions 
that may still be in place, set forth 
by the State of Connecticut Dept. of 
Health. There will be refreshments 
for all participants following the 
walk. Registration begins at 12 p.m. 
This is a fun outdoor, naturally 
socially distanced activity for the 
family and is a great opportunity for 
lodges to participate in an already 
organized outdoor event!

 * * * * *

The search for more light is not an 
intellectual exercise. The mind of intellect is important to us as a whole, 
and desirable as a personality builder, as a thinker, as a reasoner, and as 
an inventor of all things new both instructive and destructive. However, 
it is not the spiritually understanding mind until it has become 
awakened to a more desirable mode of activity. The mind is often too 
self-satisfied, conceited, arrogant, and vainglorious to the degree of its 
intellectuality. 

It is rarely open to spiritual impulses or ideals until, or unless, it is 
awakened by suffering of itself and the body that it inhabits. It is for this 
reason that the old adage that “suffering is the mother of all wisdom” 
applies so accurately to human existence. The mind must become 

conscious of its role as the builder of the soul, just as the architect is the 
designer and director when building a palace or temple. 

Unfortunately, in most all cases, the educated, highly intellectual 
mind does not always function as the builder of the soul, nor does it 
bring the nascent soul spark within to conscious individualization. For 
this reason, we often observe that great brilliant minds are incapable 
of comprehending the possibility of attaining soul consciousness or 
immortality. Great minds that have lived and labored for mental, 
physical and material improvements have seldom given any thought 
to the things which are lasting and beyond price, i.e., the things and 
matters belonging to and of the realm of the soul. However, if acquiring 
truth and spiritual understanding depended entirely upon the mind, 
and the mind recognized the inner urge or incentive upon the divine 
spark buried within the debris of the personality, then the world would 
have long ago come into the age of light as indicated in the last book 
within the Great Light. 

Lack of education more than as a result of experience, lack of 
intellectual attainment, or brilliancy of mind, although they may be 

deemed desirable, need not, in the 
least, deter anyone from seeking the 
knowledge of how to awaken and 
build a soul, radiant with light and 
wise in all things desirable. Inner 
wisdom must come from the soul. 
This wisdom once attained is capable 
of illuminating the intellect and 
become its directing force. 

This then is the proper role of 
the mind in relation to the soul. 
This is why repeated absorption 
of the Masonic ritual by regular 
lodge attendance is important 
in expeditiously affectuating this 
nascent awakening. The science 
underlying the words in the ritual 
have been arranged in a manner so 
as to help the brothers accomplish 
this alchemical transformation while 

attending and listening to the words being recited in the lodge room. 
Regular attendance at lodge is clearly one of the best investments in 
time and effort that a brother seeking light can make.

 Fiat Lux!

 As always, the Lafayette Consistory, and the Valleys of Bridgeport, New 
Haven, and Waterbury stand ready to help further your understanding 
of the Three degrees of Freemasonry. Should you have questions about the 
Scottish Rite, please feel free to contact me at the email address above or call 
the Consistory office at (203) 375-0064.

The Mind is the Stumbling Block of the Soul
by John A. Amarilios, membership@lafayetteconsistory.com

SCOTTISH RITE DEGREES 
Mon. Oct. 4, 2021 ~ Stratford 

25th Degree (live) & 17th Degree (video)
Mon. Oct. 18, 2021 ~ Stratford 

29th Degree (live) & 15th Degree (video)
Mon. Nov. 15 ~ Stratford 

8th Degree (live) & 26th Degree (video) 
 

Degrees start at 7:30 p.m.  
Dinners at 6 p.m. in the Shrine building.  

Reservations required. Call the 
Consistory Office at 203-375-0064.

Meals and Degrees are subject to Health Dept.  
edicts in affect at the time of the event.
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Tucked away on 46 lovely acres, in the pristine village of Southwick, MA, is a vibrant residential 
community where the good life just keeps getting better.

Community amenities include:

• Spacious cottages and apartments
• Farm-to-table dining
• Chef-prepared meals
• Newly renovated social house
• And more!

802 College Highway . Southwick, MA 01077 . 413.569.1945 . southwickvillage.com

A name you can trust.
The comfort and security you deserve.

Come home to Southwick Village and immerse yourself in worry-free living in the safety and 
security of a quintessential village community.
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Masonicare’s GENM Consulting Group to 
Manage Southwick, MA, Senior Community

GenM Healthcare Consulting Group (“GenM”), A 
Division of Masonicare, was recently selected to oversee 
operations, human resources, marketing, and sales for 

Southwick Village Residential Living in Southwick, MA. 

Southwick Village, previously The American Inn, was purchased 
in November 2020 by a West Coast investment group who 
selected GenM to assist with moving the community forward. 
“Following a robust search and months of due diligence, it was 
evident that the GenM team understands our mission, vision 
and desired outcomes,' states Tracey Messina, executive director. 
“Their proven record of success and innovative approach to 
residential services align perfectly with our goal to provide a one-
of-a-kind, truly exceptional residential living experience.” 

Renovations and upgrades to the community began in March 
2021 and include a clubhouse, pool, grilling area, fire pit, bocce 
courts, and more. “Southwick Village plans to offer the amenities 
of a vacation-like experience in the comfort of the community 
you call home”, states Messina. “We anticipate being the most 
sought-after residential living community in Massachusetts and 
Northern Connecticut.” 

In addition to providing operational support, GenM will assist 
the community in developing programs that support aging in 
place. “People want to be home for as long as possible. Our goal 
is to safely provide care for residents in the privacy and comfort of 
their home, through on-site services that grow as a resident’s needs 
do", added Messina. 

“We are excited to have the support of GenM and the 
Masonicare name behind the services we offer. It’s not every day 
you find a consulting company that intimately understands the 
day-to-day operations of a community and what it takes to offer 
best-in-class services. Masonicare has been in operation for over 
125 years and is Connecticut’s largest integrated, not-for profit 
senior care company. The breadth of services they will bring to 
this community is going to significantly elevate and fast track 
the community’s position as a leader in residential living,” states 
Messina.  “This is such a win for our current residents and the 
those who will come to call our community home.”

About GenM Healthcare Consulting Group

GenM is a team of proven Masonicare executives who are 
uniquely versed in the senior living and healthcare industry. 
Together they have developed multi-faceted strategies that have 
positively changed the course of a 125-year-old company and 

positioned it for growth. GenM’s integrated resources provide 
consultative support to senior living communities and healthcare 
organizations.

About Southwick Village Residential Living

Southwick Village is a 55+ retirement community, located in 
the historic town of Southwick, MA.  The 187-unit community 
is nestled on 46 acres of towering trees and nature in a park-
like setting, close to golf courses, hiking trails and quaint town 
amenities. 

Community amenities include:

• Spacious one and two-bedroom cottages with garage and 
full basement

• Cozy one- & two-bedroom apartments

• Flexible meal plans

• Farm-to-table dining

• Daily activities and events

• Historic club house for social gatherings

• Emergency alert system

• Exterior maintenance, landscaping, snow plowing, water, 
and sewer included

• Available housekeeping services

• Transportation options for shopping, theater, medical 
appointments, and more!

Enjoy the benefits of this vibrant community without ever 
leaving the property or take advantage of the options nearby – 
meander through the wilderness on the nearby Southwick Rail 
Trail or get in a round of golf on a Francis Kelleher designed 18-
hole golf course.

With no entrance fee, flexible lease options, discounts and 
move-in incentives for Masons in good standing, moving to the 
safety and security of a Masonicare community has never been 
so easy. For more information, visit www.southwickvillage.com, 
or www.masonicare.org or call 413-569-1945.
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12 Years – And Counting!
by Richard F. Denno 

That’s right. Your Masonic Organ and Tissue Donor 
Awareness Program was formed in January 2009. 
Dedicated to raising awareness and encouraging donor 

registrations, we have told many stories of lifesaving experiences 
these past 12 years.

MWPGM Bob Stika was the first Grand Master to approve the 
program. Before forming the committee, we secured assurances 
from all members of the Grand line that the program would 
be continued during their respective years. We’ve all seen 
many worthwhile programs started and not be picked up the 
next year. This usually happens because the incoming line has 
different program priorities. A west coast grand jurisdiction had 
a very successful organ donation program started only to have 
it replaced the following year by another cause, on “terminal 
dandruff.” Our deepest thanks to our past Grand Masters, whose 
commitment to the program allowed it to become established 
and grow. Thanks to them, lives have been saved or quality of life 
vastly improved.

Having heard organ donation talks by our committee, Anchor 
Lodge’s PM Joseph Bonola approached his mother-in-law about 
donation. They were able to recover both of her corneas. Her son, 
who died suddenly, was able to donate one of his corneas as well. 
MWPGM Robert Stika, a registered organ and eye donor, was 
able to donate both of his corneas. Many families of both donors 
and recipients have come forward with their donation stories. 

One story in particular involved a family whose son died in an 
auto accident. His organs were recovered, with his heart going to 
a heart patient in Vermont. The woman who received his heart 
contacted Donate Life and a meeting was arranged with the 
donor family. The recipient took the mother’s hand and put it to 
her chest. 

“Feel this?" she asked. “This is your son’s heart beating in my 
body. If it were not for his kindness, I wouldn’t be alive today.” 
Both families are still in contact to this day. Whenever I tell that 
story, there isn’t a dry eye in the house. Imagine being able to 
make such a difference in the life of another with the stroke of a 
pen on a donation card. 

Now, thanks to the internet, it is even easier. Go online to www.
registerme.org , learn about organ donation and make a difference 
in the life of others. You can add more Precious Moments to the 
lives of those in need. The families of patients on the waiting list 
will also be impacted as well. Make today the day you decide to 
possibly make a difference in the lives of others.

Donate Life has many celebrations during the year. Perhaps 
your lodge would like to celebrate as well. November is National 
Donor Sabbath Month. To learn more. Go online to www.
donatelife.net/celebrations/ 

Remember – Don’t Take Your Organs to Heaven. Heaven 
Knows We Need Them Here!



Connecticut Freemasons • October 2021 29ctfreemasons.net

For more details about any of these events, please contact the Lodge directly. In many 
cases reservations are required, and they may or may not be open to the public.

All times are supplied by the lodges. The Connecticut Freemasons newspaper 
is not responsible for errors. When traveling, please contact the Secretary of 
the lodge to verify all times and events. For recurring events and breakfasts, 
they may not take place during the summer months – call to check

Recurring Events

Every Thursday, Putnam Lodge No. 46, 
Putnam, 7 p.m., Thursday Night Meeting 
Socializing, Rehearsing, Prepping.

Second, Fourth Wednesday of the Month,  
Union Lodge No. 5, Stamford, 7 p.m.,  
Fellowship Night at the Lodge. Open to all brothers,  
friends. Refreshments and discussion. Please call to verify.

Recurring Breakfasts

First Sunday of the Month, Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140, 
Newington, 7 a.m., SBA Breakfast Fundraiser

Second Sunday of the Month, Compass Lodge No. 9, 
Wallingford, 8 a.m., Fellowship Breakfast (8 a.m. to 10 a.m.)  

Third Sunday of the Month, Washington Lodge No. 19,  
Monroe, 8 a.m., Country breakfast 

Events

Sun, October 3, 10 a.m., America-St. John’s Lodge No. 8,
Stratford, Lodge Car Show
Short Beach, Stratford

Thurs, October 7, 6 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1, 
New Haven, Pizza Night
Inferno Apizza, 411 Universal Dr N, North Haven

Sat, October 8, 6 p.m., Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140,
Newington, Oktoberfest Dinner

Thur, October 14, 7:30 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1, 
New Haven, St. Patrick’s Day Themed Table Lodge
Why? Because we didn’t have enough corned beef in March...

Thur, November 4, 6 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1, 
New Haven, Pizza Night
Inferno Apizza, 411 Universal Dr N, North Haven

To have your lodge events appear in the newspaper, please update your lodge website 
Google calendars prior to the 10th of the previous month. If your lodge needs 
assistance accessing the website please have the Master or Secretary or Calendar 
Admin contact the Help Desk: https://ctfreemasons.on.spiceworks.com/portal. 

All times are supplied by the lodges. If there is a dinner, the time in the heading 
reflects that. The Connecticut Freemason newspaper is not responsible for errors. 

When traveling, please contact the Secretary of the lodge to verify all times 
and events and to inquire about dinner reservations.

GRAND LODGE SEMI-ANNUAL COMMUNICATION
Saturday, October 16, 9 a.m., Scottish Rite, Newington

Entered Apprentice Degrees
 
Tue Oct. 26, 7:30 p.m., Fayette Lodge No. 69,
Ellington.

Wed Nov. 10, 7:30 p.m., Hospitality Lodge No. 128,
Wethersfield, Dinner. Location is TBD, please contact  
Sec’y at mgriffin04@snet.net for details
 

Fellowcraft Degrees

Thur Oct. 21, 6:30 p.m., Harmony Lodge No. 42, 
Waterbury, Dinner

Thur Oct. 21, 6:30 p.m., Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140
Newington, Dinner

Master Mason Degrees

Thur Oct. 7, 6:30 p.m., Harmony Lodge No. 42, 
Waterbury, Dinner

Tue Nov. 2, 6:30 p.m., America-St. John’s Lodge No. 8,
Stratford, Dinner

Craft At Labor

Craft At Refreshment
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Grand boosters  $50 - $99.99Grand master’s circle  $100 or more.

Daniel Paul Alexander

Roger & Linda Bissell

Lawrence L. Brandolini

Bruce Cagenello

Timothy V. Cavanaugh

Loretta & Ron Christensen

Carlton R. & Susan A. Csiki

Lester A. Culver, Jr.

Aquiles P. Faustino

Leonard Finegold

Aubrey V. Fisher

William H. Flagg

John W. Ford

Robert J. Furce

Jim & Helen Gillan

Andy Goodhall

Bud Greenbacker

Frank Ellis Hokunson

Robert E. Kenyon III

Karl King

A. Richard Kirschner

Kenneth H. Kirschner

Kurt Maehlenbrock

Harold C. Mason

Raymond E. Moore

Bill Neely

John A. Novak

Paul S. Patterson*

J. David Paulsen

Heinz D. Rosskothen

Gail N. Smith

John & Jane Sterry

William J. Strand

Arthur R. Tinsz

Charles & Barbara Yohe

Myron Yudkin

Andy Zeidler

In Memory of  
 A. Norman Johnson

In Memorium of  
 Allan V. Johnson*

In Memory of 
 Rebecca H. Schoeck*

Thank you for your generous contribution! Update: September 18, 2021. 
An asterisk next to your name indicates that your support in the Booster list expires in one month. Please consider 

renewing your support of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper at your current rate or at the next level up.

After reviewing all of the receipts for Boosters, the lists are the Boosters who are current (i.e., within the 11 issue window). If your name does not appear and you 
feel that you should be on the list, please contact us. Note: Booster support is not deductible as a charitable contribution under IRC Section 170(c).

Paul F. Blake

Gustaf R. Bodin

David Brochu

Roger R. Cole

Jack Dilks

Howard, Steve & Keith 
Franson

George Frascarelli

Bill & Sandie Greene

Matthew F. Griffin

Walter Grube

Louis O. House IV

Don Maehlenbrock

Scott A. Mantz

Richmond Morrison

Lewis W. Pennell

Anton Petras

Clinton T. Potter

Robert Peck

Edwin J. Phelps, Jr.

Arthur M. Pugh

John R. Ranney

Charles A. Rogers

Michael S. Shear

Thomas Michael Smith

Rodney A. Spooner

John A. Sturges, Jr.

Gregory Whitehouse

Don Wills

H. Frederick Wintsch

George R. Zack

 

An asterisk next to your name indicates that your support 
in the Booster list expires in one month. Please consider 
renewing your support of the Connecticut Freemasons 
newspaper at your current rate or at the next level up.

The form to continue your financial support of this 
publication as a Booster is on page 9.
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master mason level 
$250 +

Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

CT DeMolay Supreme 
 Council Members

Paul S. Patterson*

Hartford Evergreen 
 Lodge No. 88

Hospitality Lodge No. 128*

Unity Lodge No. 148

FellowcraFt level  
$150 - $249
Union Lodge No. 40*

 

entered aPPrentice level  
$75 - $149

Anchor Lodge No. 112

Coastal Lodge No. 57

Columbia Lodge No. 25

Evening Star Lodge No. 101*

Temple Lodge No. 16*

Trumbull Lodge No. 22

Valley Lodge No. 36

Now you can support Connecticut Freemasons newspaper online! You spoke 
and we listened. There is now a PayPal dropdown Connecticut Freemasons Booster form on the Grand Lodge 
home page (ctfreemasons.net) just below the PDF version of the paper. Use the dropdown to select your 
level, click the “Pay Now” button and then follow the directions. You can pay with credit or debit cards or a 
PayPal account. The funds are used to help cover the printing and mailing expenses of the paper. 

Thank you for your generous contribution! Update: September 18, 2021. 
An asterisk next to your name indicates that your support in the Booster list expires in one month. Please consider 

renewing your support of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper at your current rate or at the next level up.

After reviewing all of the receipts for Boosters, the lists are the Boosters who are current (i.e., within the 11 issue window). If your name does not appear and you 
feel that you should be on the list, please contact us. Note: Booster support is not deductible as a charitable contribution under IRC Section 170(c).

lodGes & orGanizations booster $25 - $49.99

Robert C. Andrews

Ray Barker

Richard Beebe

Charon Belcher

Donald Berry

Judd Blaze

Gordon B. Boucher

Allen Bulmer

Vincent Celino

George W. Coulston

Gary Fenster

Rudolf A. Gaydos

Robert D. Hafner

Carroll Hersom

P. Roy Hucke

Gordon C. Hurlbert III

Shelby P. Jackson III

John Kinkade*

Ted Knapp

Jesse Meeker

Jeremy D. Merrel

Fred W. Nanamaker, Jr.

John R. Nordstrom

Sandra Osten

Mitchell K. Page

Glenn K. Pennell

Arthur M. Pugh

Martin L. Rudnick

Joseph Schiavo

Jack H. Stevens

Dale E. Sweet

Gerry Usher

John VanKirk

David Walker

Edward T. Willard, Jr.

 

An asterisk next to your name indicates that your support 
in the Booster list expires in one month. Please consider 
renewing your support of the Connecticut Freemasons 
newspaper at your current rate or at the next level up.

The form to continue your financial support of this 
publication as a Booster is on page 9.
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Save the Date

Monday, February 20, 2023
for the

Re-enactment of the  
Cornerstone

Dedication of the  
George Washington  
National Memorial 

Join your Brothers for this  
Historic National Masonic Event!

The Memorial is a National Historic 
Landmark that stands as  

American Freemasonry's tribute to 
 George Washington and the  

values of Freedom. 

The forms to become a charter member 
of the George Washington Memorial 
Society, other means of support, and 
to become a member of the Society of 
Washington Lodges, are on the website 
gwmemorial.org. 

2020-21	Officers	of	the	Grand	Lodge	of	Connecticut	A.F.&A.M.
Top	Row	L-R: Robert J. Kovi, Associate Grand Tiler; Rev. Carl H. Anderson, R.W. Grand Almoner; Brian E. Beals, R.W. Deputy Grand
Treasurer; Gary Graham, R.W. Grand Organist; James M. Anderson, R.W. Deputy Grand Secretary; Rev. Joseph R. Krusienski, R.W Grand
Chaplain; Mark H. Hawkins, R.W. Assistant to Grand Master; Shane Dufresne, R.W. Grand Senior Steward; Richard C. Memmott Jr,  
R.W. Grand Tiler; Rinaldo F. Magliano Jr, R.W. Grand Marshal;  
Bottom	Row	L-R: F. Matthew Heinrich Jr, R.W. Grand Junior Steward; Les B. King, R.W. Grand Junior Deacon; Newton Buckner III,  
R.W.Grand Treasurer; Rev. Bruce R. Bellmore, R.W. Grand Senior Warden; Stephen W. Petri, Most Worshipful Grand Master; William E. 
Bohman, R.W. Deputy Grand Secretary; Joseph J. Porco, R.W. Grand Junior Warden; Grant S. Gould, R.W. Grand Secretary; Edward C. 
Page, R.W.Grand Senior Deacon.  Missing: Tony S. Angelica, Associate Grand Tiler
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Connecticut Knights Templar Attend 
Grand Encampment Triennial by Francis G. Way

In mid-August, eight Sir Knights from 
Connecticut attended the Grand Encampment 
of Knights Templar Triennial in Minneapolis, 

MN. The Grand Encampment meets, as the name 
suggests, every three years to handle its business and 
vote on legislation. 

The Sir Knights, arriving on different flights, 
were picked up at the airport by REPGC James 
McNeely, who was their impromptu chauffeur and 
tour guide. REPGC McNeely lived in Minneapolis 
and served as Eminent Grand Generalissimo in the 
Grand Commandery of Minnesota before moving to 
Connecticut. Those attending the Triennial were SK 
Craig Nelson, Right Eminent Grand Commander; 
SK William Passera, Very Eminent Deputy Grand 
Commander; SK Eward Page, Eminent Grand 
Generalissimo, Sir Knight Francis G. Way, Eminent Grand Captain General; Sir Knight Vincent Cowie, Eminent Past Northeast 
Department Commander and Eminent Grand Recorder; SK Charles D. O’Neill, REPGC; SK James S. McNeely, REPGC, and SK 
Stuart K. Drost, Eminent Northeast Department Commander.

The session itself began on Monday, August 15. Voting delegates were provided with EVUs or “electronic voting units” (on loan 
from the Grand Lodge of Idaho) that gave the Sir Knights the ability to vote electronically with instantaneous result. After welcoming 
all the dignitaries (it would not be a large Masonic 
function if there were not a proportionally large number 
of dignitaries to introduce), the Grand Commanders 
were received under an Arch of Steel. That took up the 
morning session. The afternoon session saw the dispatch 
of any business that could be settled with a voice vote, 
and then the Sir Knights dove into the legislation.

There were 68 pieces of legislation to be debated 
and voted upon. The EVUs were incredibly useful in 
helping to dispatch a lot of this legislation quickly 
and efficiently. The most notable pieces of legislation 
concerned the wearing of Templar aprons: it passed, 
and subject to individual Grand Commandery 
regulations, SKs can now wear the skull and bones 
apron in Commandery and a Cross and Crown apron 
for any public functions; the attestation of faith – 
after debate and several amendments it failed; and the rescinding of a previous Most Eminent Grand Master decision pulling 
recognition of the Great Priory of America. The legislation stretched into Tuesday’s sessions. 

Tuesday ended with a grand banquet and fellowship in various hospitality rooms.

The next Triennial is scheduled for Salt Lake City, UT in 2024.

REGC Nelson is received by Most Eminent Grand Master Jeffery N. Nelson

The Holy Bible, Square, Compasses, Cross and Crossed Swords in front of the 
Knights Templar Sword of Merit
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Masonic Scouters 
Portray EA Degree 

at Scout Camp  
by Matthew Griffin

On August 28, the Masonic Scouters Association 
portrayed the Entered Apprentice degree at 
the Edmund D. Strang Scout Reservation 

in Goshen.   It being an incredibly rainy evening, this 
author’s car got stuck on a drainage pipe on the way into 
the camp, on what is termed a road but is barely that, a 
quarter mile from the camp. Half a dozen brothers braved 
the pouring rain to assist in getting the car back on track.  
By that time, it was nearly time for the degree to begin.

The Masonic Scouters Association performed the EA 
for a brother with Scouting history, in full uniform (in 
this case Summer Class A).  The Association accepts 
active and past Scout Masons from anywhere. The troops 
normally situated at Edmund D. Strang Camp comprise 
the bulk of the association. Attendance for the evening 
was about 30, including RWB Bruce Bellmore, Deputy 
Grand Master.

The degree went very well, and especially of note, 
the Apron Lecture and Second Section Lecture were 
performed flawlessly and would have made both Dan 
Beard and Lord Baden Powell proud.

continued on page 35

Freemasonry embraces the highest moral laws 

and will bear the test of any system of ethics or 

philosophy ever promulgated for the uplift of man.

- Brother Douglas MacArthur
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Masonic  
Scouters  
continued from 
page 34
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Pyramid 
Shriner 

Clowns Putt 
For 

Needy Children
by Donald M. Casey, Jr.

Nobles from the Pyramid Shrine Temple Clown 
Unit participated at the Shriners Hospital in 
the inaugural Putting for a Purpose mini-gold 
tournament in Springfield, MA. This family-friendly 
fundraiser helped to raise money to assist needy 
children receiving excellent medical care at Shriners 
Hospital.

Valley of Hartford Again Holds Workers Night 
Banquet by Francis G. Way

On Thursday evening, August 19, after 
missing a year due to COVID-19, 
the Valley of Hartford was once again 

able to hold their Workers Night Banquet 
and Installation of Officers at Casa Mia at the 
Hawthorne in Berlin. Normally held in May, 
the week after the Valley’s Annual Meeting, the 
banquet is a way for the Valley to say thank you 
to all those brothers who worked to portray the 
degrees for the classes the prior year. Since the 
Valley could not hold the banquet in 2020, it 
served to thank those who assisted in the classes in 2019.

As with many Masonic events over the past four or five months, it was clear that the brothers and their ladies were enjoying the 
opportunity to be out, gather with their friends, and enjoy the fellowship of this special evening. The buzz of conversation during 
the social hour preceding the meal really was music to the ears.

The meal was wonderful, and soon after, Ill. Brother Richard R. Jones, Jr., Commander-in-Chief, announced it was time for 
some presentations and the installation of officers. Since it was unknown at the time of the Annual Meeting in June 2021 if there 
would even be a banquet, some of the elected and appointed officers who were at the Annual Meeting were installed there. Those 
who were not able to attend the Annual Meeting were installed at the banquet by Ill. Brother Bruce T. Work, 33rd, Deputy for 
Connecticut, and assisted by Ill. Brother Kevin J. Hecht, 33rd, Active for Connecticut. 

After 18 months of dealing with restrictions and ever-changing plans due to COVID-19, it was a pleasure to see the Valley 
resume one if its highlight events. All those in attendance thorougly enjoyed themselves.

Special thanks go out to Ill. Brother Tony Angelica, 33rd, for quickly arranging the evening when it became evident that the 
banquet could once again take place.
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Masonic 
Assistance on a 

River Portage
by Mark Blackaby

It was a wet afternoon as WB Dean Gousse and I paddled 
our kayaks south, down the Connecticut River, towards 
the Bellows Falls Hydroelectric Station. We knew very 

well about the upcoming portage. For that we were able to 
find Masonic assistance. It wasn’t until I took refuge in a rather spacious 
portable toilet at an out of the way boat launch and WB Gousse donned 
his rain gear, that we realized that the weather reports for the day were 
a wholly different story. As the torrential downpour subsided (so much 
for a 30% chance of light rain), we made it to the portage. The portage 
around the hydroelectric plant follows a mile and a half of well-traveled 
roads in North Walpole, New Hampshire. Thankfully, with the help of 
Debbi Fowler, and the Grand Lodges of Connecticut and Vermont, we 
were put in contact with WB Robb Fox, the Master of King Solomon’s 
Temple Lodge No. 45 right across the river in Bellows Falls, Vermont.

WB Fox found the two of us rather soaked but no worse for wear at 
the North Walpole Upper Boat Launch. With the help of his truck and 
trailer, kayaks were loaded for the short road trip to the other side of the 
portage at the North Walpole Lower Boat Launch. We even had a stop 

along the way to pick up some supplies, namely water and some snacks. 
During our brief visit we had a good chat about our own Masonic 
journeys, the happenings at our lodges, and got a good living history 
tour of the area as well. We exchanged some lodge memorabilia and 
were on our way.

WB Fox kept in cell contact for most of the rest of the day texting to see 
how we were holding up. The somewhat misleading rain report went from 
light showers to a six hour, all out downpour, with a rather impressive 
electrical storm on top of it. I think we were all happy to know that we 
were safe at camp for the evening, if not soaked to the bone.

It was good to meet a brother from a different state, and it was 
wonderful that he was so willing to help us warm up and continue our 
journey. One day soon we hope to head back up to the area to properly 
thank WB Robb and sit in his lodge.

Portage map (photo by Blackaby)

WB Mark Blackaby with the impromptu rain 
shelters (photo by Blackaby)

WBs Fox, Blackaby and Gousse (photo by Fox)The back side of Bellows Falls in the rain  
(photo by Blackaby)

Wooster Lodge No. 10, A.F. & A.M.
~ 240 Years ~ 

 Serving Colchester Since 1781 
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DeMolay Conclave 
2021

On Sunday, July 18th, within the walls of the 
Scottish Rite Masonic Theater in Stratford, 
Connecticut, the State Chapter of Connecticut 

DeMolay underwent a changing of the guard. 

Dominic Rowland and his suite retired their collars, after 
which Sebastian R. Pesquera and his officers were installed. 
In attendance were dignitaries from the Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge AF & AM of Connecticut, the York Rite 
Masonic Bodies of CT, the Scottish Rite of CT, the Grand 
Chapter of CT Order of Eastern Star, the Grand Court of 
CT Order of the Amaranth, and the International Order 
of the Rainbow for Girls of CT. 

After the introductions, Executive Officer Dad Brian Beals, 
along with the other Supreme Council Members present 
invested Dad J. Andrew Birdsall (via Zoom) and Dad Eric R. 
Evarts with their collars as Deputy Members of the International 
Supreme Council. Dad Kevin M. Field and Dad Gary W. 
Arseneau were invested with their collars as Honorary Members 
of the International Supreme Council. 

Next, Most Worshipful Grand Master William E. Bohman 
presented the State Master Councilor Dominic Rowland on 
behalf of Connecticut DeMolay with the David Wooster 
Medal for eminent service to the youth and nation. After, 
SMC Dominic Rowland addressed the crowd with a farewell 
speech, recounting his time in office while guiding CT DeMolay 
through the COVID-19 pandemic. Shortly thereafter, Bro. 
Rowland and his suite of officers retired their 
collars in what became an emotional display of 
comradeship built up throughout the year.

Following a short intermission, Bro. Sebastian 
R. Pesquera was installed as the 91st State 
Master Councilor of Connecticut DeMolay 
alongside his new suite of officers. Sister Hailey 
Frechette was then installed as State Sweetheart 
for 2021-2022. Bro. Pesquera then addressed 
the crowd for the first time as SMC, thanking 
his family, his chapter, and his advisors, he also 
presented a brand-new membership incentive 
program as well as announcing that Make-A-
Wish Connecticut would be his charity for the 
year. 

It was then time for presentations, Brothers 
Dominic Rowland and Matthew Sprouse were 
presented with their swords as Master Ritualists. 

Brothers Sebastian Pesquera, Dominic Rowland, and Matthew 
Sprouse were presented with their Shields as Ritual Knights. 
Bro. Ryan Proto received the Distinguished Service Award 
(DeMolay of the Year) while Dad Brian Sprouse was awarded 
with the Guild of the Leather Apron (Advisor of the Year). 
Brother Dominic Rowland was presented his Past State Master 
Councilor’s Jewel and applauded for his hard work over the 
past year on behalf of the order. It was then time for MWGM 
Bohman to facilitate the passing of the David Wooster Medal 
from one SMC to the next, transferring it from PSMC Rowland, 
and placing it on SMC Pesquera, a tradition that will be carried 
on for years to come. Dinner was then served at Ansantawae 
Lodge No. 89 in Milford, Connecticut.

Sebastian Pesquera and Dominic Rowland

2021-2022 DeMolay State Officers

continued on page 39
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David Wooster PresentationGrand Lodge Officers, l-r: RW Grand Senior Warden Joseph J. Porco, RW Deputy Grand Master 
Bruce R. Belmore, and Most Worshipful Grand Master William E. Bohman

DeMolay Conclave 2021  
continued from page 38

The Order of DeMolay thanks all who attended, the Valley of Bridgeport 
for hosting us for our ceremonies and Ansantawae Lodge No. 89 for hosting 
our dinner.

Over the past year we have been posting and advertising our events on 
Facebook & Instagram. Our pages can be found by searching for ctdemolay. If 
you know of a young man age 12-21 interested in DeMolay please contact Dad 
Brian Beals at eo@ctdemolay.net or 860-620-4102.

Masons Shine at The 
Labor Day Road Race

by Donald M. Casey, Jr.

Masons from various lodges volunteered at the 44th Annual Faxon Law 
Group Labor Day Race  in New Haven. Over 3,000 competitors ran in five 
different races at this event. 

Masons assisted with distribution of race material and activities at the 
Boscov’s Kids Fun Zone. 




