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My brothers, last month I talked of a Masonic spring 
following the COVID-19 shutdown and asked you to 
“get going.” Well, my brothers we have all gotten going!

Lodges are holding the degrees necessary to 
Initiate, Pass, and Raise the candidates/brothers 
who have in some cases been waiting for over a year. 
Here are just a very few examples I have heard from 
Masters I have talked with just this week of how lodges have been getting going. I know 
there are many more:

One lodge in the northern part of the state has raised one Master Mason, taken a second 
brother to another lodge to be raised with their class of Master Masons, has an Entered 
Apprentice Degree for four candidates scheduled for this month and is working to schedule 
a Fellowcraft Degree for those four Entered Apprentices, and has scheduled a second Master 
Mason Degree for two existing Fellowcrafts.

Another lodge in the eastern part of the state has raised one Master Mason, is having an 
Entered Apprentice Degree this month for two candidates, has scheduled a Fellowcraft 
Degree for those two brothers and has scheduled a second Entered Apprentice Degree for two 
additional candidates, a third Entered Apprentice Degree for three additional candidates, and 
two more Fellowcraft Degrees to accommodate their Entered Apprentices. They commonly 
meet in July and expect, providing everyone meets proficiency, to have raised nine Master 
Masons by the end of July.

My home lodge has raised one Master Mason, has a Master Mason degree scheduled for this 
coming Monday (May 17) where they will raise two more Master Masons and they have a 
candidate they are scheduling for his Entered Apprentice and a Fellowcraft Degrees.

A third lodge in the southwestern part of the state has an Entered Apprentice Degree 
scheduled for five candidates, has two brothers waiting for a scheduled Fellowcraft Degree 
and has three more candidates waiting for a second Entered Apprentice Degree which will be 
held in June.

I have also been traveling this Grand Jurisdiction to honor new District Deputies as they 
are presented to their districts. At each of the lodges where new District Deputies have been 
presented, the lodge rooms have been full. It is heartening to see how our Masonic family is 
overcoming the fear we have all lived under and are coming out to show their support, to see 
each other and break bread together.

So far I have traveled to District Deputy Presentations in Meriden, New Milford, 
Stratford and New Haven. In each of these locations masks were warn, social distancing was 
maintained and food, where it was offered, was served in compliance with the rules set out by 
our Governor.

I am so grateful for our Masonic family that is not afraid and is turning out in support of 
the new District Deputies and Masonry in general. Thank you.

Grand Master’s 
Message

by William E. Bohman
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The Grand Lodge is pleased to announce that Brother Maxwell A. Thomas has been hired as 
Director of Membership Development with the Grand Lodge, and will begin officially on 
Monday, May 10. 

In his position he will be responsible for managing and supervising all direct membership referrals, 
managing and facilitating electronic and social media communications, developing management 
membership reporting solutions, developing and managing NPD strategies as well as membership 
retention and supporting the Grand Lodge and Grand Lodge committees as directed by the Grand 
Master. 

Brother Maxwell is a member of Hiram Lodge No. 1 in New Haven. He will be working initially both remotely and from the Grand 
Lodge office in Wallingford. His email contact is: maxwellthomas@ctfreemasons.net

Please join us in welcoming Maxwell on board!

Grand Lodge Hires Director of 
Membership Development

Grand Master’s Request:  
SAVE THE DATES

The Grand Master, MWB William E. Bohman requests 
that you save the following dates. More information 
will be forthcoming regarding payment, Paypal 

links, etc. These events promise to be fun and enjoyable. His 
comments are included below:

September 18, 2021 - Down East Table Lodge at Moriah 
Lodge No. 15 in Brooklyn. Perhaps the most "fun" table 
lodge I have ever attended put on by RWB Edward Page and 
the brothers of Moriah Lodge.

October 2, 2021 - Outdoor Master Mason Degree in 
a farm field in Suffield. Degree work by the brothers of 
Composite Lodge No. 28 and food by the brothers of Sequin 
Level Lodge No. 140.

October 23, 2021 - Family Halloween trip to Salem, 
Massachusetts. The whole town dresses in Halloween 
costumes and Salem is a really good place to find a great meal.

April, 2022 - Passover Seder at Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 
125 in New Haven. The brothers of Cosmopolitan Lodge 
are very proud to provide a traditional Passover Seder for our 
education, and I am grateful for the education.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
75-YEAR BROTHERS! 

Charles C. Capen 
Union Lodge No. 40

Thomas F. Weber 
Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88
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The Master Mason Perfect Ashlar Award
by William E. Bohman

My brothers, last month I talked with you about The Six Steps to a Petition Program. It is a program designed 
to help lodges figure out who among the men expressing interest in Masonry are worthy to receive a petition 
and eventually be called, brother.

This month I want to review with you the Master Mason Perfect Ashlar Award. This program is designed to help new 
Masons figure out what aspect of Masonry appeals to them. 

A man can start this program as soon as he takes his Entered Apprentice obligation and becomes a Mason.
Participants have one year after they have been Raised a Master Mason to complete the program. This year, because 
of the COVID-19 shut down, I am extending the completion deadline for brothers who would have been eligible 
last year, 2020. It is not fair to exclude brothers who wanted to and would have participated but could not because of 
COVID-19.

When you complete the program, you will receive a plaque from the Grand Lodge recognizing your accomplishment.

The Perfect Ashlar Award program helps new brothers to find the aspect of Masonry that appeals to them. It leads 
you through some of the fundamental and rewarding labors that will assist you in the practice and understanding of 
Masonry. 

To Complete the Perfect Ashlar Award, you select 10 tasks from a list. Tasks such as:

• Attend each of the three degrees of Masonry,

• Visit two lodges that are at least 15 miles away from your home lodge,

• Attend a meeting of your lodge's building association,

• Attend a Grand Lodge Session,

• Attend and march with your lodge in a parade or

• Attend a Table Lodge.

You may have noticed the vast majority of tasks listed begin with begin with “attend.” That is because Masonry 
requires attendance and participation. If you don’t participate you will receive very little from Masonry. If you do 
participate what you give will come back to you tenfold.

If you do participate here are just a few of the benefits you will receive:

• You will learn how a lodge of Masons works,

• You will gain the satisfaction of contributing to the operation of your lodge by performing simple tasks,

• You will gain confidence by increasing your Masonic knowledge, 

• You will get to know your lodge brothers and brothers from all over the State and

• You will make lifelong friends.

I hope the Perfect Ashlar Award will help you find your way in Masonry. 

Get going my brothers! Masonry is out there offering itself to you, hoping that you choose to participate.
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For all the nurses, CNAs, recreation therapists, dining services staff, 
and others who regularly interact with our residents and patients, 
there are many other Masonicare employees who perform essential 

duties behind the scenes. Their efforts are rarely spotlighted in the thank 
you notes that cross my desk or fill my email inbox, but are nonetheless 
appreciated by their peers and coworkers. It was for them that 
Masonicare recently expanded its GEM (Go the Extra Mile) Customer 
Appreciation Award to include peer-to-peer recognition.

The response so far has been terrific. Nominations for this award 
are made using a form on our internal intranet. One of the first 
we received came from Jessica, a recently promoted Food Quality 
Assurance Supervisor at Ashlar Village. Jessica was feeling a little 
overwhelmed in her new position, something to which many of us can 
relate. She came to rely heavily on Lori, a longtime employee in our 
Finance Department. 

Jessica had to learn much of her job “on the fly,” so to speak, but 
found that Lori took the time to answer all of Jessica’s questions, day 
or night, with professionalism and understanding. She also offered 
encouragement and moral support.

The interesting thing about the bond that developed between Jessica 
and Lori was that their many exchanges took place over phone and email. 
Although both women work in Wallingford and have each been with 
Masonicare for over 20 years, they had never met face to face … that is, until 
recently, when we arranged for Jessica to present Lori with a GEM Award.

We are so grateful to Jessica and Lori for all that they do in service 
to our residents and each other. It was great to finally be able to bring 
them together.

The gradual reopening of 
Masonicare Health Center and our 
residential communities continues. 
Although the infection rate locally and 
nationally is dropping as vaccination 
rates climb, in our judgment, the 
virus continues to pose too significant 
a threat for us to speed up our 
reopening plans. I can recall at least 
half a dozen examples of residents and 
staff across our continuum who were 
fully vaccinated but still tested positive 
for COVID-19. It’s a reminder that 
while vaccines are saving lives, they do 
not offer 100% protection.

As you are probably aware, for the second consecutive year, we have 
had to cancel our June Grand Masters Day event. However, plans are 
underway for a special 125th anniversary celebration for the Masonic 
family on September 25. Until then, be well, be safe, and thank you for 
your steadfast support of Masonicare.

Sincerely and fraternally,

From the Desk of Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit
President & CEO of Masonicare

Pyramid Shriners Inspired By Excellent Medical Care 
For Children At Shriners Hospital by Donald M. Casey, Jr

Stacey Perlmutter, donations 
specialist at Shriners Hospital 
for Children in Springfield, 

Massachusetts, conducted a 
presentation at Pyramid Shrine 
Temple. Ms. Perlmutter presented 
a video of all the amazing services 
at Shriners Hospital. Everyone in 
attendance was inspired by the 
excellent medical care for 
children at Shriners Hospital.
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My Brothers,

Many times, in our lives we do something 
so many times we just “go through the motions” 

so to speak. Unfortunately, one of those “things” is prayer. We, as 
Freemasons, must remember to affirm to the world that the Great 
Architect of the Universe exists and reigns at all times. At times it will 
feel like we are a voice crying out in the wilderness. Yet we need to do 
it. A lot. All the time. 

Remember that your prayer is the still, small voice speaking for all 
those who are silenced by hunger, fear, injustice, oppression, sorrow 
and terror. One of the easiest prayers I know is “I love you.” The voice 
of the person speaking to their beloved, “I love you.” To a spouse, a 
fraternal brother, a friend. We need to dust off and say these words 

more often: “I love you, I love you, I love you.” We know that nothing's 
more profound for the widow and orphan and nothing is more 
profound for you and me, than to know that God loves us, and that 
we love each other. 

My brothers, remember what is important. Dust off mercy and leave 
revenge behind. Dust off compassion and leave bigotry aside. Dust 
off understanding and forego prejudice. Dust off friendship. Dust off 
a hug, the shaking of a hand, visiting someone who can’t get out. My 
friends, dust off that which is good, and true and courageous, and 
then the world will witness our strength, our resolve, our courage, and 
most importantly, our brotherly love.

Grand Chaplain’s Message 

 Rev. Harry Elliott (Father Chip)

William Nelson Elliott 
Temple Lodge No. 16

LeRoy T. Glover 
King Hiram Lodge No. 12

Howard M. Goldman 
Annawon Lodge No. 115

Evan Griffiths 
Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140

Charles S. Grigorian 
Unity Lodge No. 148

Robert M. Hadley 
Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140

Wayne G. Haley 
Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140

Paul Frank Johnson 
Montgomery Lodge No. 13

John Hall Kirschner 
Corinthian Lodge No. 63

George E. MacDiarmid 
Trumbull Lodge No. 22

Frank R. Mangiero 
Annawon Lodge No. 115

Eugene F. Martin 
King Solomons Lodge No. 7

Robert G. Messner 
Shepherd - Salem Lodge No. 78

Nicholas G. Papadopoulos 
Annawon Lodge No. 115

Michael D. Parks 
Wooster Lodge No. 79

Frank Robert Rodrigues 
Shepherd - Salem Lodge No. 78

Frank W. Sherman, III 
Annawon Lodge No. 115

J.  Lawrence Tanenbaum 
Day Spring Lodge No. 30

George Thomas Zinn| 
St. Luke's Lodge No. 48

We offer our condolences to the families and friends  
of those brothers who have been called by  

The Grand Architect of the Universe



Connecticut Freemasons • June 20218 ctfreemasons.net

Grand Historian’s Corner  

Andrew R. Melillo

On October 6,1886, recorded in the official proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge for 1887, are minutes of an Emergent Communication of the 
Grand Lodge in Norwalk. Presiding as Grand Master was Henry Howe 
Green, a direct descendant of patriot Nathaniel Green. Accompanying 
the Grand Master were his suite of officers and many local Masons. The 
purpose of the communication was to lay the

…cornerstone stone of a Masonic building in process of erection by the 
Benjamin Isaacs Masonic and Benevolent Association…

A list of articles that were deposited in the time capsule within the 
cornerstone were listed as follows:

o Reports of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut for 1885 and 1886

o By-Laws of St. John’s Lodge No. 6 AF & AM

o By-Laws of Washington Chapter No. 24 RAM

o By-Laws of Washington Council, R &SM

o By-Laws of Clinton Commandery No. 3, KT

o Names of officers and members of the Benjamin Isaacs  
   Masonic and Benevolent Association

o List of officers of St. John’s Lodge No. 6

o List of officers of Washington Chapter No. 24

o List of Officers of Washington Council

o List of officers of Clinton Commandery No. 3

o Charter and Circulars of the Benjamin Isaacs Masonic 
   and Benevolent Association

o A stone from the ruins of King’s Solomon’s Temple,  
   properly avouched for

o A sprig of Acacia from the Mount of Olives

o A list of officers of the MW Grand Lodge of Connecticut

o A copy of the Norwalk Gazette

o A copy of the South Norwalk Sentinel

o A copy of the Norwalk Hour

o A copy of the South Norwalk Republican

o A copy of the Mechanics’ Journal

o A copy of the Real Estate Journal

o A copy of the Norwalk Star

o A Copy of the High School Review

The laying of the cornerstone address was given by the President of the 
Association, Brother B. W. Maples who stated, 

Several years ago St. John’s Lodge laid the foundation of a building fund, 
and since that time the amount has increased steadily, but very slowly. Under 
the most favorable circumstances foreseen, the time when that fund would be 
large enough to warrant the construction of a building was so far distant that 
comparatively little interest was taken in its increase. But other influences 
were forming, and the opportunity came when we were able to exchange an 
indefinite future for an immediate present. 

What resulted was the brother purchasing a property that belonged to 
the descendants of the lodge’s first master, Benjamin Isaacs, and consulted 
with the descendants on how best to lay out the property for Masonic use. 

After the laying of the cornerstone, an oration was given by the 
Reverend Brother Edward Anderson of that place. He starts off his 
oration with the following words:

Brothers and friends: Heretofore the often speeches that I have 
made to you were wholly impromptu and rollicking in fun; today, 
and out of respect for the day and the very serious work which it 
takes in hand, I want to speak to you very soberly and earnestly of 
masonry and our masonry; and, as much that I say is historic of 
Norwalk, I have departed from usual custom on such occasions, 
and have placed on paper my address. I do it if only that you may 
thereby be able to see that I so regard the occasion as to put into 
it time and labor as you do, and stationery which may represent 
stationary walls. Secret organizations seem to have existed from the 
earliest recorded time, and they were evidently found at first for 
purposes of mutual protection. 

The good reverend and brother goes on to discuss the Roman 
Sepulchral Inscriptions, Theophrastus, Jesus and his disciples, and the 
ancient Egyptians. And how, 

Everything is to be judged by its effects, and those effects must 
be where we can see and test them. What is only speculative and 
theoretic is of very little value. The religion or its equivalent which 
everyone calls good, is one that makes a man better in home and 
society and business. That which does not so result in valueless in 
the eyes of all men. Every such religion or its equivalent is loved and 
trusted by men according to that showing.

The good reverend and brother then goes on to orate the following 
wise and simple truths of all ages, and of all societies founded on sound 
principles of morality and justice:

Continued on page 9
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The strength of any order or organization lies in its intrinsic worth. 
The Bible says, ‘By their fruits ye shall know them: do men gather grapes 
of thorns?’ An organization which lacks worth cannot long live, and 
on that has such worth will survive all manner of assaults. There was a 
profound philosophy in the words of Gamaliel: ‘If this counsel and this 
work be of men it will come to naught. But if it be of God ye cannot 
overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.’

In order to have a broad and lasting foundation in the confidence 
and love of men, such an order or organization must be helpful to men. 
This is true whether it is a church or a lodge. Either will be popular and 
well attended in the proportion that it is really helpful in a practical 
way. I mean that it will be attended by practical men who look to just 
such affects…The growth of this order is seen in that between 1816 and 
1886 – the first and last years for which I have the statistics – the figures 
of membership have been as follows:

                Templars         Royal Arch     Master Masons

1816       500                6,000     30,000

1886     57,219   140,915    593,164

…I join you in the hope that this may be the inauguration of times 
of unity and growth such as the century we have considered has longed 
for but never seen. And yet this will be saying much for the future, as all 
the lodges in the surrounding town, with the three exceptions of which I 
have spoken, were the children of this lodge; and lusty growth they have 
made, showing the good blood which they inherited. 

What is it making this growth that, out of the small beginning, has 
put a lodge into every little town in Connecticut? What puts men into 
lodges and keeps them there, and what leads poor men to give so freely 
and so constantly? – for the poor and the rich pay just the same. 

It is because in the lodge man finds the answer to his craving for love 
in society, that he goes there. It is because brother there are king to his 
failings and long-suffering to his weaknesses and quick to help if he 
falls. It is because men there are patient in bearing with his ignorance, 
ready in helping him to work, tender in caring for him in sickness, and 
thoughtful introducing him to acquaintance. It is because no man can 
go into a lodge and remain a stranger to the brothers. 

There are, no doubt, men who are in the lodges – under its obligations 
but not in the real spirit of its purposes – who do harm to their order 
by their misdeeds and thereby bring a discredit to their society. Men, 
no doubt, sometimes on the ‘we sam’ hours anent the twal’ stay at 
billiards or keno and tell their wives that they have been all the time at 
lodge. Bad habits grow and culminate in intemperance, while through 
misrepresentation the lodge suffers under the hiding that is made behind 
it…and even in the bugaloo of the secrets of the order there is a great 
misapprehension. These secrets are very few and wholly innocent. A man 
may make all the signs of the orders I know anything about and not be 
noticed even by members of his own order unless they are specially on the 
alert for such signs; and even then, they are merely for recognition, and 
much lies back to be told…

The main secrets of our order are but two: the secrecy in which we hold 
from the world our knowledge of a brother’s faults and foibles, as we 

cover them with the mantle of charity; and the secrecy with which we go 
to him and tell him his faults, between him and us alone, while we ever 
conceal and never reveal the sting that might accompany our rebuke. Yet 
this does not hold, common rumor to the contrary notwithstanding, to 
the extend of defeating claims of justice. 

Yet another secret, had by our orders in common, is in our relief. We hold it 
a sacred fact that there may be some brother or brother’s family, under stress 
of poverty or of sickness, too noble to stoop to wrong, and too proud to beg or 
even to make pinching wants known to us, on whom griping want may be 
laying her bony hand. It is our duty to know of such instances, by searching 
them out, and very secretly to help them. 

There are a good many of us who remember a time when we stood 
poor, penniless men, without even a paltry two-shilling piece, and 
when we were relived from our distress by some kind hand which to 
this day we never discovered. Ah! How such a lesion is marked on one’s 
mind and conscience. Under such a kindly deed you remember that you 
determined, ‘should you ever meet a friend,’ etc., ...

Each society or order has a part in al this grand work of mutual 
beneficence. It does not profess to be a religion; it is a fraternity. So, in 
the work of our order, we find that which is a general and generous 
benevolence, helping where the need is, and with never a thought of fee 
or reward. No one sees the machinery by which the work is done. That is 
all in the secret conclave – ‘the silent half-hour.’ All that appears is that 
men and women are helped; not where they can pay it back; not when 
they are on a pinnacle and the observed of all, to reflect the glory of the 
deed; but in poverty and obscurity and contempt, when the helping is 
life to them. 

Maybe in this we come nearer than we think to the Christ-teaching 
and to the spirit of the Master, who said, ‘Inasmuch as you done it to 
one of the least of these, you have done it to me.”

And so here a local country Pastor – a friend, a Brother, a lettered 
man of Scripture and servant of the Supreme Power and Architect 
of the Universe decided to do what any man of sound Morals, Faith, 
and Hope would do on such a happy, proud, and auspicious occasion, 
such as the laying of the cornerstone for a new home for the fraternity: 
remind us all to stay humble, stay true, and to remember the very core 
tenets of our Ancient and Honorable Society. Here is a solemn address 
at a happy occasion. Just like the squire boys who would whisper into 
the ears of the Roman Generals during their homecoming parades after 
great military conquests: Memento Mori (remember too that you must 
die) – so too did the good Reverend of Norwalk in 1887 remind all 
Masons and friends at that event that the success of any venture, that 
the strength of any edifice, is only as good as each individual stone of 
which the building comprises. 

Grand Historian's Corner continued from page 8
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Who can’t use more inspiration in their life? 
The Growing League Of Women offers 
you the opportunity to be inspired every 

time you make the decision to get to know just one of 
the many fabulous women that attend lodge events.

GLOW is all about viewing lodge buildings as more 
than just meeting places for the Masons in our lives; 
they can also serve as hubs where we women can 
establish new or deepen existing friendships with other 
women by expanding our shared social, educational, 
cultural, professional and charitable experiences cross-
generationally. 

So let’s look at some more ways you can Grow the 
GLOW during the month of July:

Bastille Day

Ever thought about getting familiar with another 
country, culture, and/or language other than your 
own? What better time than the long days of Summer 
to form a Language Club. Many local libraries 
offer online resources that will help you learn a new 
language at your own pace right from your computer, 
tablet or smartphone. How much fun would it be 
getting to know other women while practicing your 
French and enjoying madeleines and a nice cup of 
coffee? Or if languages are not your thing, how about 
starting a Cooking Club that maybe meets once a 
month, and where you all choose a different country’s 
cuisine to make and sample. We are all familiar with 
Taco Tuesday, but how about Wales Wednesday or 
Thailand Thursday. Too much money and trouble 
to travel abroad? How about forming an Armchair 
Travel Group, where each month you can discover the 
world without actually going anywhere. You can take a 
virtual safari in South Africa or Kenya with Africam or 
Explore.org, wander the British Museum in London, or 
tour Sydney’s famous Opera House. The possibilities 
are endless.

Space Exploration Day

The summer night sky provides a great canvas upon 
which you can view a variety of celestial wonders. 
Grab a blanket, a chair, and head to a clear spot 

in your neighborhood; or visit a local planetarium 
or science museum. The Delta Aquarids Meteor 
Shower peaks the night of July 28 and morning of 
July 29. Best viewing will be from a dark location after 
midnight. Meteors will radiate from the constellation 
Aquarius but can appear anywhere in the sky. It’s 
summer, so why not head to the shore, Mystic that 
is, to the Treworgy Planetarium located at Mystic 
Seaport Museum and catch one of their shows. There 
you can discover the natural beauty of the night sky as 
they help you locate some of the major constellations 
and explore the visible planets of the season. Or 
how about a visit to The Talcott Mountain Science 
Center where you can enjoy sky gazing from their 
mountaintop vantage point, providing an unparalleled 
view of the night sky through their vast array of 
telescopes.

American Artist Appreciation Month 

Want to beat the heat? Then get out of the sun 
and get your culture fix at one of the state’s great 
art museums. The name says it all – the New 
Britain Museum of American Art has a collection 
representing over three centuries of American art, 
including colonial and federal portraits, Hudson 
River School landscapes (my personal favorite) and 
American Impressionists. The Wadsworth Atheneum 
boasts a large American art collection featuring 
Hudson River School paintings, along with works 
by Georgia O’Keeffe and Andrew Wyeth. Doing 
it yourself more your speed – then how about you 
invite a few women to join you for a Paint Night. 
There are numerous Paint & Sip venues located across 
Connecticut. It’s fun – sample some wine or craft beer 
while you create a painting of your choice – no artistic 
abilities necessary to enjoy.

Friendships take time to cultivate. I believe that if 
you take the time to get to know some or even just 
one of the special women that I know are out there at 
the Masonic events, you will reap a crop, the fruits of 
which could last a lifetime. 

Looking forward to sharing more ideas with you next 
month to help you find your GLOW.

Growing League Of Women | GLOW
by Lisa D'Addeo Bohman
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King Hiram Lodge No. 12 
Jason Adam Bradshaw

Temple Lodge No. 16 
Sean R Caruthers

Union Lodge No. 31 
Wesley Ralph Olesen

Union Lodge No. 31 
Marvin Lee Troelsen

Morning Star Lodge No. 47 
Alexander J DeFranzo

Morning Star Lodge No. 47 
Chad Lee Mullins

Morning Star Lodge No. 47 
Sevy Ryan Martin

Morning Star Lodge No. 47 
John Anthony Vergnetti

Wolcott Lodge No. 60 
Max Alden Simons

Wolcott Lodge No. 60 
Jacob Allan Richard Spurlin

Fayette Lodge No. 69 
Timothy William Fabuien, Sr.

Fayette Lodge No. 69 
Duane Lee Mason

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 
Gregory Araujo

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 
Pietro Cerone

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 
Eliad Johnson

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 
Michael John Kahayias

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 
Michael Matthew McClellan

Center Lodge No. 97 
Stephen Albert Russo

Center Lodge No. 97 
Howard Lloyd Christensen, Jr.

Annawan Lodge No. 115 
Daniel J.Turcotte

Annawan Lodge No. 115 
Donald JonTurcotte

Purity Lodge No. 150 
Robert Wade Smith

WELCOME TO OUR NEW BROTHERS!
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Bruce F. Anderson 
Montgomery Lodge No. 13

Michael P. DeCesare 
Corinthian Lodge No. 104

Roy M. Duff 
Friendship Lodge No. 33

Milton M. Flaks 
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Charles Kenneth Klein 
Coastal Lodge No. 57

Vincent J. La Bella 
Columbia Lodge No. 25 

 
Norman A. Main 

Somerset - St. James Lodge No. 34

Robert J. Maturo 
Corinthian Lodge No. 63

John J. Mendillo 
Day Spring Lodge No. 30

Alden F. Mitchell 
Coastal Lodge No. 57

Joel L. Most 
America-St. John's Lodge No. 8

Manuel A. Rodrigues 
Uriel Lodge No. 24

Philip D. Thomas 
Corner Stone-Quinebaug Lodge No. 122

Franklin Walsh 
Fidelity-St. John's Lodge No. 3

Arthur Edward Zollin, Jr. 
Wooster Lodge No. 79

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 50-YEAR BROTHERS!
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DEE’s ANTIQUES  
$ PAYS $ TOP DOLLAR sg 203-235-8431

BUYING Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Coins, Military Items, 
Musical Instruments, Old Advertising Signs & 
Memorabilia, Fishing & Hunting Equipment, Vintage Toys, 
Comic Books, Antique Furniture, Anything Old & Unusual 

Serving Community & Family Respectfully for Over 50 Years
Call Thomas Spratta at 203-235-8431

600 West Main St., Meriden, CT 06451
TJS600@cox.net

District 2 
Lodges 13, 18, 21, 39, 40, 48, 49

St. Peter’s Lodge No. 21 
Call for Book Donations

Calling All Connecticut Brothers and Lodges!

St. Peter’s Lodge No. 21 is refurbishing and expanding our library. 
If you or your lodge have any Masonic books you would be 

willing to donate to us, whether old or new, we will gladly accept 
them. Someone from the lodge will be happy to coordinate to 
come to your lodge and pick them up. 

Please reach out to brother Dan Keeler at (860) 318-6206 or 
dan_keeler@hotmail.com. Thank you, brothers!

Helping Those Who 
Help Others

by Nathan Schoonover 

In these difficult times, those who want to help their 
community have trouble gathering people together to serve 
the public. When WM Matt Fitzgibbons of St. Peter’s Lodge 
No. 21 in New Milford faced a pandemic year, one of his first 
initiatives was to appoint RWB Al Thierfelder to head up the 
community outreach program.

The brothers of St. Peter’s Lodge were thrilled for the 
opportunity to help the Thrift Mart in New Milford when 
RW Brother Al announced they needed help changing their 
inventory for fall and winter to summer and spring. The Thrift 
Mart of New Milford is an independent non-profit dedicated 
to providing inexpensive clothing to those in need. In the past 
the brothers have assisted in collecting winter coats for the 
store’s Free Coat Program. 

On April 24, six Brothers of St. Peter’s Lodge, (WM Matt Fitzibbons, WB Nathan Schoonover, RWB Al Theirfelder and his daughter Cally, 
Brothers Mark Bagg, Joe Jaskolka, Chris Rivers and Brother J.D Debaun of Daytime Lodge No. 144) gathered together and helped the Thrift Mart 
volunteers. Together they performed the initial turnover, normally a half day event, in just over an hour. 

It is a pleasure to be a Freemason and it is an honor to help those dedicated to helping others.     

(l-r top): Cally Thierfelder, RWB Al Thierfelder, Bro. J.D. Debaun, Bro. Chris River (Senior 
Steward), Bro. Joe Jaskolka (Senior Warden), (l-r bottom) WB Nathan Schoonover, Bro. Mark 
Bagg (Junior Warden), WM Matt Fitzgibbons

Continued on page 14

June 6, D-Day,World War II
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On April 21, Most Worshipful Grand Master William 
E. Bohman traveled all the way to New Milford to St. 
Peter’s Lodge No. 21 in Masonic District 2A to install 
the District Deputy and the Associate Grand Marshall. 
On a night full of brotherly love and friendship, 
every lodge in the district was represented. MWB 
Bohman, with the assistance of RWB Joseph Porco, 
Grand Senior Warden, performed the installation with 
perfection and a personal touch. RWB Daniel Nichols 
was installed as the new District Deputy for Masonic 
District 2A and WB Peter Dolce was installed as his 
Associate Grand Marshall. A light meal was served with 
all COVID-19 protocols followed. This opportunity 
gave all the brothers of Masonic District 2A an up 
close and never to be forgotten experience.

And as if that was not enough, on April 27, St. Peter’s Lodge hosted a District Deputy 
presentation ceremony for the new District Deputy and his Associate Grand Marshall. To 
everyone’s surprise and delight, MWB Bohman attended, only this time he brought several 
Grand Lodge officers to welcome the new appointees. RWB Bruce Bellmore, Deputy Grand 
Master and RWB Carl Anderson, Grand Almoner were several who accompanied the Grand 
Master. MWPGM George Greytak also attended.  

RWB Joseph Porco, Grand Senior Warden, was the Presiding Officer with the help of RWB 
Mike Sliech as Marshall and RWB Jim Saraceni for readings. For the newer brothers who had 
never witnessed a District Deputy presentation before, they saw biographies read, heard stories 
told, and gained a deeper knowledge of the newly appointed brothers and their responsibilities 

and duties. 
Afterward, many 
stated what an 
informative night 
it was, with new 
brotherly bonds 
formed. As the 
week before, a light 
meal was served, 
and all COVID-19 
protocols were 
followed.

Thanks go out 
to WM Matt 
Fitzgibbons of St. 
Peter’s Lodge No. 
21, his stewards and all his officers for their support, time and planning of the two events in 
back-to-back weeks. While planning events is time consuming, when the end result is brotherly 
love, relief and truth those events create memories in our lodges that will last forever.

District Deputy and Associate Grand Marshall  
of District 2A Installed by Daniel W Nichols

District 2  continued from page 13
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District 3 
Lodges 7, 11, 12, 17, 42, 47, 55, 64, 76, 78

St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 64 Honors 165 Years 
of Masonic Experience by George Frascarelli

St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 64 had the unique experience of celebrating three brothers with a total Masonic 
experience of over 165 Years! On April 21, Worshipful Master Keith Deardon celebrated a truly unique event 
honoring a 65-year member and two 50-year members of Saint Andrews Lodge.

MWB Marshal Robinson conducted the ceremony in which WB Fred Hudon, of Canton, received his 65-year 
pin.  He was raised as a Master Mason on March 21, 1956. WB Hudon recalled working on St. Andrew’s Lodge in 1962 when it was brought 
to light, doing construction in the lodge on 
projects that are still present today. In addition, 
he was the youngest Worshipful Master ever 
at St. Andrew’s Lodge, and he also served as a 
Temple Director. 

Brother Frank Prelli, known to all as Phil, 
was brought to light June 3, 1970, an ardent 
supporter of his lodge.

Brother Fred Richards was raised on May 21, 
1969, and has been a mainstay at St Andrew’s 
Lodge, an ardent supporter of the lodge and also 
a Temple Director. 

These brothers of St. Andrew’s Lodge set an 
example to be followed by all brothers in 
Masonry!

District 4 
Lodges 1, 9, 16, 22, 30, 38, 63, 66, 77, 79, 87, 89, 97, 115, 125, 332, 401, 500

Annawon Lodge No. 115 Fellowcraft Club Provides 
Easter Baskets by Kyle Podpolucha and Matt Schwartz 

On March 19, the Fellowcraft Club met at Annawon Lodge No. 115, 
to assemble and create 100 Easter baskets for Saint Louis and Saint John 
XXIII Parish. The baskets were made by the Craft, friends, and family. 
This is an annual event that the Annawon Lodge Fellowcraft Club 
does every year. This year the number of baskets increased from 50 the 
previous year, to 100 baskets.

This program started in 2013 under Worshipful Master Alan 
Friedman and Fellowcraft Club President John K Ryan. While on 
a walk, they began to brainstorm new ways to give back to the 
community. As they were walking by the community center on 
Noble Street, they stopped and inquired on how they could be of 
service. The center helped them to reach out to some local charities. 

Continued on page 16
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That year they donated 40 baskets to Saint Paul’s Church in West Haven, which later grew to 50 baskets.

Some lodges do not have a Fellowcraft Club, but Annawon Lodge’s Club is very fortunate to have non- 
Annawon brothers in addition to the vibrant Annawon brothers that make up the organization. Membership 
in the club is open to any brother in the Craft.

In attendance were Fellowcraft Club president Joey McVety, former Fellowcraft president Dennis Frosolone, 
Worshipful Master Ed Anyafulu and his wife Jen, WB Kyle Podpolucha, Doug Turcotte, Rich Werner, WB 
Rich and Cheryl Biela, Chris Belous, Evan Mangiero, WB Alan Friedman, John Garcia, WB Steve Mullins, 
Matt Schwartz, and Frank Andrulli, III. The delivery was made to Father Jose Mercado, Pastor of St. John XXIII 
Roman Catholic Parish in West Haven and Monica L. Pang, Director of Christian education at the church.

District 4 continued from page 15

District 5 
Lodges 14, 29, 33, 36, 101, 128, 140, 146, 148

Hospitality Lodge No. 128 Returning Home
by Francis G. Way

Over a year ago, the Town of Wethersfield suspended operations at the Solomon Welles House in Old Wethersfield, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Groups and organizations, including Hospitality Lodge, who rented the house for their meetings and events had their rental contracts 
suspended and were eventually issued refunds for the unused portions of the contracts.

Hospitality Lodge was prepared and reached out to Unity Lodge No. 148 in New Britain for temporary lodging.  Unity welcomed the brothers 
from Wethersfield with open arms, dispensation was received, and much good work was done by Hospitality Lodge in the lodge room in New 
Britain.

But recently Hospitality Lodge received great news.  The town was opening the house to meetings and events, and a rental contract was received.   
With the contact signed, and payment tendered, Hospitality Lodge is returning home to Old Wethersfield.

Their first meeting in the house will be their Stated Communication and Lodge Picnic on June 9.  Their next Stated Communication will take 
place in September, the lodge having voted to suspended meetings in July and August.

The brothers of Hospitality Lodge would like to thank the brothers of Unity Lodge for their hospitality (no pun intended).  A more formal thank 
you will, of course, take place, but for now, “Thank you brothers!”

Speaking personally, I will miss that Senior Warden chair in New Britain. It was quite comfortable.

Continued on page 17
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Hospitality Lodge No. 128 
Passes Four to the  
Degree of Fellowcraft 
by Francis G. Way

On Wednesday evening, April 28, Hospitality Lodge No. 128 was 
“from,” passing four brothers to the degree of Fellowcraft. It was a 
night of fine degree work as three 5th District lodges gathered to labor 
in the quarry.

Working in their temporary home at Unity Lodge No. 148 in New 
Britain, the brothers of Hospitality Lodge were joined by Brothers from 
Unity Lodge and Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14. Candidates were 
from all three lodges. Brothers Jeff Davis, Peter DiMauro, and Robert 
Rys, all of Unity Lodge, sat as Junior Warden, Senior Steward, and 
Junior Steward respectively. Brothers Joseph Distin, Jed Philip, Roanek 
Ahmed (Unity Lodge), and Conor Claywell (Frederick Franklin Lodge) 
were the candidates.

Despite the somewhat lessened COVID-19 restrictions, the candidates 
were escorted in the manner previously used in their EA degree – each 
with a specific “conductor” – to reduce contact. The Stewards, and WB 
Keath Romano, and Brother Hiram Morales, performed those duties. 

Three “satellite” altars were used for the obligation so that candidates 
were not crowded at the altar. The candidates were given the obligation 
by WB Alberto Dieguez, Worshipful Master of Hospitality Lodge.

The working tools of the degree were presented by RWB Charles D. 
Weiss, Junior Deacon. The Middle Chamber was presented in long 
form by RWB Francis G. Way, Senior Warden. The letter G was 
performed by RWB Brian E. Beals, Chaplain. The Charge was delivered 
by WB Matthew F. Griffin, Secretary, and the 1st Section Lecture was 
beautifully presented by RWB Harry E. Needham, Districty Deputy of 
Masonic District 5B and Bro. Peter DiMauro.

Besides the warmth and fellowship generated by being together and 
doing good work, square work and true work, the brothers also felt that 
special “rush” that comes from doing excellent degree work. Very few 
prompts were needed, floorwork was smooth and practiced, and at the 
end of the night all of the brothers were proud of their labors, while the 
new Fellowcrafts had enjoyed their degree.

The Fellowcraft degree can often be overlooked. A candidate will always 
remember his Entered Apprentice degree and, of course, the night he is 
raised. A well portrayed Fellowcraft degree, full of the very important 
lessons that carry a brother forward throughout his Masonic journey, can 
take its rightful place in the middle of those two memorable milestones, 
and gives the brother a firm foundation from which to proceed.

District 5 continued from page 16

Continued on page 32
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District Deputy 
R.W. Mark S. Agnew
 Associate Grand Marshal 
 W.B. Richard J. Gross 

1
A

District Deputyl  
R.W. Barry F. Belardinelli, Jr.

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Robert C. Fleming

1
B

District Deputy 
R.W. Barry E. Buzzell

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B Timothy R. Quinn

1
C

District Deputy 
R.W. Daniel W. Nichols

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Peter W. Doice

2
A

District Deputy 
R.W. Mark W. Dzurnak

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Daniel J. Reeve

3
B

District Deputy 
R.W. Daniel M. Luft

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Robert J. Kovi

4
C

District Deputy 
R.W. Robert F. Polito, Jr.

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Mark E. Hubina

4
B

District Deputy 
R.W. Scott B. Bumps

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Glenn A. Jacques

4
A

District Deputy 
R.W. Steven Chiappalone

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Jack J. Baril

3
A

District Deputy 
R.W. Harry E. Needham, III

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Keith A. Romano

5
B

District Deputy 
R.W. Robert H. Everest

Associate Grand Marshal (At Large) 
W.B. Lee R. Martin

5
A

2
B

District Deputy 
R.W. James A. Saraceni

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. David A. McClain

District Deputies and Associate GrandMarshals 2021-2022
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District Deputy 
R.W. David S. La Fargue

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Christopher D. Ramsey

District Deputy 
R.W. Arnold S. Grot

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Brian J. Berk

District Deputy 
R.W. James H. Landry

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Charles A. Seagrave, II

District Deputy 
R.W. David S. Smith

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Gordon C. Hurlbert

7
B

District Deputy 
R.W. Robert G. Krawic

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. John E. Stogden

8
A

District Deputy 
R.W. Robert S. Eubanks

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Barry N. Shead

9
A

9
B

District Deputies and Associate GrandMarshals 2021-2022
6
B

7
A

6
A

District Deputy 
R.W. Kenneth A. Luutsema

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Robert P. Malt

District Deputy 
R.W. Phillip E. Rathbun

Associate Grand Marshal 
W.B. Eric C. Donch

8
B

Associate Grand  
Marshal At-large 

W.B. Lee R. Martin

District Deputy At-large 
R.W. Guy O. Whelchel

District Deputy At-large 
R.W. James S. McNeely

District Deputy At-large 
R.W. Frank Dlugoleski

District Deputy At-large 
R.W. Timothy V. Cavanaugh
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Associate Grand Almoner 
W.B. Adam J. Plotnick

Associate Grand Almoner 
Bro. Paul J. Garavel

Associate Grand Almoners 2021-2022

Associate Grand Almoner 
W.B. Joseph A. Zannino, Jr.

Associate Grand Almoner 
R.W. Gary E. Cohen

Associate Grand Almoner 
W.B. Rudolph L. Cabata

Associate Grand Almoner
Bro. Robert B. McKay

Associate Grand Almoner 
R.W. Raymond E. Moore

Associate Grand Almoner 
C. A. Duke

Associate Grand Almoner 
R.W. Fred L. Watts, III
(Photo not available)

      s of this issue, Craft At Labor and Craft At Refreshment 
            are back!! 
             Throughout much of the COVID-19 pandemic, the “Craft 
At” columns have been dormant, as few events were posted on the 
Google calendars associated with the lodges. But with restrictions 
being lifted, lodges, albeit slowly, are posting again.

For example, there are three degrees posted this month – two 
Fellowcrafts and an Entered Apprentice. We suspect there are more, 

but those are what was posted. Similarly, there are a handful of refreshment events posted as well.

This is a reminder – if you want your lodge degrees, awards nights, picnics, parties and other events posted, they need to be 
put on the Google calendar for your lodge. Each month, we pull the events listed, sort through them (we don’t list Stated 
Communications, for example) and include them in the issue. To account for variations in newspaper delivery, we list for that 
month, through the 15th of the next month. For example, this June issue, has events running through July 15.

If you don’t post your events, they will not be listed. It is impossible, with nearly 100 lodges, to take any events submitted by 
email and list them as well. There’s just not enough time available to do that.

So as restrictions lift, and lodge life begins to return to normal, please remember to post your events! We’ll pull them, and run them, 
and hopefully to make them successful.

Craft At Labor  
& Refreshment 

Are Back!
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MWB Glenn S. Carlson Receives 
Pierpont Edwards Medal in Bronze

Brother Glenn Scott Carlson was born in 
Providence, RI, on January 14, 1963, the son of 
Herman L. and Pauline M. (Durfee) Carlson, 

the youngest of three brothers, Richard, Paul, and Glenn.

He was educated in the Cranston Public School 
system and graduated from Cranston High 
School East where he enjoyed physics, chemistry, 
and architectural drawing.  While in high school 

Glenn participated in many sports and lettered in 
the sport of soccer. He continued his education and 

received an Associate of Science Degree in Electronic Technology from 
New England Institute of Technology and a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Computer Information Systems from Bryant College now Bryant 
University in 1995.

Glenn married the former Dawn Marie Trudell in September of 1986, 
and their marriage was blessed with two daughters, Chelsea and Adriana.  

Glenn was a member of the former Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and served on the church council for many years and taught Sunday 
school where his daughters attended and were confirmed. He is now a 
communicant of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Warwick, Rhode Island.  

In 1983, while earning his Associates Degree from New England 
Tech in electronics, he met with the owners of Showtime Theater Group 
and was hired as a supervisor in charge of the Point-of-Sale Systems and 
worked on the production of the Elnicky robots.  

He quickly moved up the ranks with Showtime Theaters and had 
responsibility for three theater locations.

In 1986 Glenn was employed by Cranston Print Works Co. beginning 
as a communications technician. Throughout his tenure with the 
company, he held many positions of increasing responsibility.  He also 
held the position of President of the Corporate Office Supervisors 
Association and the Employee Stock Ownership Plan representative.  He 
retired from Cranston Print Works in 2018 and is now working at the 
University of Rhode Island College of Environmental and Life Sciences.

Brother Carlson petitioned Manchester Lodge No. 12 in Anthony, 
Rhode Island, and received his EA degree in September 1996, his FC 
Degree in November 1996, his MM Degree in February, 1997 and signed 
the by-laws in March, 1997.  He was elected Worshipful Master of his 
lodge in 2000. He continued to serve his lodge as Secretary from 2001 
to 2014. Glenn was twice awarded Mason of the Year from his lodge in 
1999 and in 2006.

He holds additional membership in St. John’s Lodge No. 1 Providence, 
an honorary member of Moriah Lodge No. 15 in Brooklyn, CT, and is an 
honorary member of the Grand Lodge of Ohio. 

He received the Grand Lodge Meritorious Service Medal in 2006 for 
his work on the Grand Lodge website and a Grand Lodge Distinguished 
Service Medal in 2019.

In 2010 MWB Kenneth N. Bruns appointed Brother Carlson to the 
Grand Lodge line as the RW District Deputy Grand Master for the 

Southern Masonic District.  He continued to receive re-appointments and 
served the remaining four Masonic Districts and was elected RW Junior 
Grand Warden in 2014, RW Senior Grand Warden in 2015, RW Deputy 
Grand Master in 2016, and in November 2017 was elected the 163rd 
Grand Master of Rhode Island by his Grand Lodge for 2018. 

As a York Rite Mason, he holds membership in Harmony Chapter 
No. 15, Narragansett Council No. 6 and St. Johns Commandery No. 1 
Knights Templar.

He joined the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Valley of Providence 
in 2002 and currently is the Senior Warden in the Chapter of Rose Croix. 
Earlier this year he was nominated and elected to receive the 33° of Inspectors 
General Honorary for the Scottish Rite from the Supreme Council. 

Brother Glenn is a member of the Rhode Island Shriners Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine and is a Prophet of Moslem Grotto, 
M.O.V.P.E.R.

Brother Glenn is also an Honorary Senior DeMolay and Honorary 
Member of the DeMolay Legion of Honor.

He holds additional Masonic memberships as a Past President and 
Associate Member of the Rhode Island Masonic Secretaries Guild, member 
of the Masonic Veterans Association, the Philalethes Society, the Masonic 
Society and Swords of Bunker Hill, Gaspee Order No. 99.

In recognition of a true and faithful brother who has accepted the 
tenets of Masonry and pursued them in his everyday living, it is an honor 
and pleasure for the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons of Connecticut to present to Most Worshipful 
Brother Glenn Scott Carlson the Pierpont Edwards Medal in Bronze for 
Distinguished Masonic Service.

(r-l)  Most Worshipful Grand Master Stephen W. Petri presents the Pierpont Edwards 
Medal in Bronz to MWB Glenn S. Carleson..
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Edward Carlton Page was born on 
March 8, 1963, in Waterville, Maine, 
a small town 20 miles east of Augusta, 

to Orville Carleton Page (known as “Gus”) and 
Mary Eleanor Page. He spent his childhood 
playing baseball, riding snowmobiles, skiing, 
and helping out on his mother’s family dairy 
farm. He learned the value of hard work and 

the reward of being part of a team. He also has 
fond memories of helping his father at Masonic 

fundraisers and events. Gus was a funeral director, and 
Edward envied the ease of his dad’s ability to speak to people in 
difficult life moments and remembers how a sense of humor at 
the right time could make most people feel comfortable. 

Although Gus was disappointed Edward didn’t follow in 
his footsteps after graduating from Winslow High School in 
1981 and join him in the funeral business, he was very proud 
to see his son go off to Vermont and graduate in 1983 with 
an Associate Degree in Mechanical Engineering. During his 
time there, Edward joined their basketball team, became their 
captain, and was in the local paper frequently for scoring a 
record number of points; this was a remarkable achievement 
given his start in basketball came just two years prior at high 
school. In high school, Edward received several awards for sports 
achievements including Most Improved for Varsity Baseball, Best 
Defense for Varsity Basketball, and Best Male Athlete presented by 
the Waterville Jaycees.

Edward quickly began his engineering career in Keene, NH, and 
when that company transferred him to Billerica MA, he was settling 
into what would be a long and satisfying career designing medical 
devices. During this time, Edward was an avid runner and also got 
into body building competing in the 1992 American Natural Body 
Building 6th Annual Green Mountain Classic. He also purchased 
his first home in 1996. 

It was while working for that company in Billerica, that he met 
his wife, Christina on a business trip to Ohio. Christina’s mother 
worked for the same company as Edward, but in Mentor, Ohio. 
Once the two were introduced, they got to know each other, 
and Edward was able to extend his trip a little longer to spend 
more time with Christina. After just eight months of dating long 
distance, Edward proposed and they were married on August 30, 
1997, just one year after meeting each other. They began their lives 
in Baldwinville, MA.

A few years later, although working 50 hours a week designing 
medical devices, for which he now holds multiple patents, and 
pitching for the local softball team; Edward went back to school 
and graduated from the University of Massachusetts in 2003 with 
his Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering. 

Even before Edward became a Freemason, he was always helping 
people and his community, and was recognized for his work in the 
community by receiving the coveted Dean’s Distinguished Public 
Service Award in June of 2003 from the University of Massachusetts. 
He also volunteered his time to judge science fairs at local schools and 
participated in Relay for Life events.

Upon graduation from UMass, Edward decided to revisit one of his 
fears, the fear of heights, and began taking flying lessons at the Fitchburg 
Municipal Airport in Fitchburg, MA. He had also previously completed 
bungee jumping off a fixed site while on vacation to work on conquering 
his fear.

After being transferred from Massachusetts to Rhode Island with his 
company, Edward and Christina moved to Brooklyn, CT, in February 
2005. It was here that Edward began his Masonic journey. He stopped by 
one day at Moriah Lodge No. 15 and spoke to a gentleman there. That 
man became Edward’s mentor and dear friend, Frank E. Maxim, III. 
Frank immediately put Edward at ease with his concerns of speaking 
in front of others and learning rituals, reminding him that Freemasons 
are exceptional men who have all gone through the same steps and 
similar fears. With RWB Frank by his side, he completed the Entered 
Apprentice degree on September 14, 2007, the Fellow Craft degree on 
October 10, 2007, and was raised to the sublime degree Master Mason 
on November 14, 2007, by his father’s brother Paul H. Page of South 
China, ME.

With the support of his wife, who also comes from a family of 
Freemasons, Edward quickly began making up for what he considered 
to be “lost time,” and served on the Grand Lodge Strategic Planning 

RWB Edward C. Page Receives 
Pierpont Edwards Medal In Bronze

Continued on page 23

(r-l)  Most Worshipful Grand Master Stephen W. Petri presents the Pierpont Edwards 
Medal in Bronz to RWB Edward C. Page.
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Committee in 2009-2012. He was a member 
of Moriah Lodge’s Building Corporation 
Committee and he also moved through Moriah 
Lodge officer positions quickly, serving as 
Worshipful Master in 2011 and 2012. He 
dedicated his term as Master to his father, 
Gus, and created the “God – Unity – Service” 
theme, donating a new set of officer jewels 
and aprons, with an inscribed wooden box 
to keep them in. He also started an annual 
Down East Maine Table Lodge, to help raise 
funds for the small lodge, which has become 
one of the district’s favorite events with guests 
always guaranteed a good time with music 
and friends. He also sent out birthday cards 
to each member during his two years to let 
them know they were all very important in 
breathing life back into Moriah. He started 
and coordinated a golf tournament for three 
years, soliciting donated goods and certificates 
from local businesses so the lodge could 
maximize its net profits, and he also started a 
program to deliver poinsettias to widows of 
Moriah Lodge members at Christmas time, 
which was continued for several years. 

He was honored to be installed as Associate 
Grand Marshal of District 9A in 2010, and 
again in 2011 and 2012. He received the 
Mason of the Year Award for District 9A in 
February 2011 and has personally donated to 
the sponsorship of the Brooklyn Little League 
every year on behalf of Moriah Lodge to help 
foster the relationship between the Lodge 
and the community, and to bring awareness 
of Freemasonry to the younger generation. 
As each ball is hit to the outfield or a home 
run is made, the Masonic symbol is proudly 
displayed on a large banner.

In 2015-2016 he was installed as District 
Deputy of 9A. While he was serving 
his second term as District Deputy, an 
unfortunate event occurred in District 9B 
when their District Deputy was called to the 
Celestial Lodge. Edward stepped in without 
hesitation to finish out that Brother’s term 
while still presiding as District Deputy in his 
own district. It was a less stressful transition 
for the brethren of 9B because Edward had 
already been traveling through the lodges in 
that district for years, displaying a general 
support, and knew a lot of them already. 

In addition to his other duties, Edward is 
also the EMR coordinator and Trustee for 
his mother lodge and has been a mentor 
for incoming candidates and brethren – 
creating CD’s and other useful techniques 
to help candidates with their rituals, using 
his ability to overcome his own insecurities 
as a role model to others. Many of those 
brothers that Edward mentored are now 
incredibly active in the continuation of the 
revitalization of Moriah Lodge and have 
become great ritualists. In recognition of his 
vision, dedication, excellent leadership, and 
support of his mother lodge, Edward has been 
presented multiple plaques and certificates 
from its members through the years.

In 2017, Edward was promoted to 
Executive Director of Operations and 
Engineering at his place of employment after 
only being there a few short years, and in 
April, Edward was installed as Grand Junior 
Steward of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut. 
In August, he and his wife traveled back to 
Ohio where they met to renew their vows in 
celebration of their twentieth anniversary. As 
a newly installed Grand Lodge Officer, he 
was asked by MWGM Theodore J. Nelson to 
chair the Lifetime Membership Committee 
and appointed to the EMR Committee, and 
still serves on them both. 

Edward is also very active in York Rite. 
He was Knighted as a member of St. John’s 
Commandery No. 11 in June 2009, served 
as Eminent Commander in 2013 through 
2016, and has served as Recorder in 2017 
to the present. He is a Royal Arch Masons 
member of Trinity Chapter No. 29 and 
a Royal & Select Master in Montgomery 
Council No 2. In April 2016 he received the 
Knight Commander of the Temple award by 
the Grand Encampment Knights Templar 
of the United States of America. He had the 
honor of serving as Pre-Eminent Governor of 
the Connecticut York Rite College No. 17 in 
2017. And in addition to being a Connecticut 
Grand Lodge Line Officer, he was installed 
onto the Grand Commandery Knights 
Templar of Connecticut line in 2017 and is 
now serving as Grand Generalissimo. Edward 
was also privileged to be invited to join the 
Apostles Tabernacle No. 17, Holy Royal Arch 

Knight Templar Priests and was ordained 
December 7, 2017. 

With his father being a member of the 
Scottish Rite, Edward chose to follow in his 
footsteps and in February 2018, joined the 
Scottish Rite Valley of Norwich, receiving his 
32nd Degree in May of 2018.

On August 25, 2018, Edward took the 
prestigious Royal Order of Scotland Degree and 
on November 3, 2018, he joined the Auvergne 
Chapter, as a Senior Honorary DeMolay.

In August 2019, Edward experienced the 
highest honor in the York Rite Sovereign 
College by taking the Order of the Purple 
Cross of York, recognizing his service to the 
Rite and humanity.

Since petitioning Moriah Lodge to become a 
Freemason, he has represented the very essence 
of what a Freemason is: championing the very 
liberties and values established by the founding 
members and upholding the moralities 
originated when Freemasonry began. He is a 
Freemason twenty-four hours a day, always 
conscious that the image he portrays symbolizes 
the principles of Freemasonry.

His genuine concern for others is obvious and 
his compassion to those in need is undeniable. 
Whether he is paying and pumping gas for an 
elderly stranger, going out of his way to open 
or hold a door for someone, gifting money to 
brothers in need without asking for it in return, 
or giving rides to brothers wanting to attend 
lodge functions; Edward is clearly happiest 
when he is helping others.

In recognition of his service to our 
fraternity, his community and to the state of 
Connecticut, the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of 
the State of Connecticut is pleased to present 
Right Worshipful Brother Edward C. Page 
the Pierpont Edwards Medal in Bronze for 
Distinguished Masonic Service.

RWB Page Receives Pierpont continued from page 22
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Valley of Hartford, AASR 

by David R. Blythe, Sr.

On May 1, the Governor of the State of 
Connecticut lifted some of the COVID-19 
restrictions that we have been living under since 

early 2020. As those restrictions have lifted, the Grand 
Master has followed suit, lifting restrictions that affect 
how our Masonic bodies operate.

      On May 16, additional restrictions were scheduled 
to be lifted. As the Grand Master’s edict requires lodges to 
adhere to state guidelines, that would also affect we operate 
our meetings and social gatherings.

   I am sorry to say that, as of this writing, the news is 
limited regarding on what is currently happening at the 
Valley of Hartford. There 
is not yet an official 
announcement on when 
we will be partly or fully 
operational with regards to 
live portrayals of degrees, 
pre-degree diners, social 
gathering, and family events.

On April 22, presentation 
of the 31st and 32nd 
Degrees for a limited 
number of our membership 
and candidates from the 
Spring Class occurred. Four 
additional brothers, from a 
previous class, Frank E. Pysz, 
Thomas Damon-Smith, 
Marc J. Gargiulo, and Henry 
R. Holliday, and one brother 
who name was omitted last 
month due to error, Dennis 
P. LaBelle, also received the 
degrees. 

To all of the new members, 
it is hoped that each of you 
enjoyed your trip so far 
through the degrees of the 
Scottish Rite and that  
 
 

hopefully that you will return to see additional degrees. Join 
us as often as possible as things get back to normal for the 
fellowship, and possibly get involved in some of our live 
portrayals of the degrees.

In last month's issue, I stated that the Annual Meeting and 
Election of Officers for 2021-2022 was scheduled to take 
place on May 6. However, the meeting was postponed until 
Thursday, May 20, in hopes that more members would be 
able to attend the meeting as a result of the additional lifting 
of restrictions. 

The Annual Family Picnic, and the 5K Race for this year, 
have been cancelled at this time.

Since the 5K Race/Walk 
helps support our  Children’s 
Dyslexia Center, it is hoped 
that you will consider 
making an additional tax 
free donation to support the 
Center when you pay your 
2022 dues, if not before. 
Thank you in advance if you 
do make a donation to this 
fundraiser.

At this time, on behalf of 
the members of the Valley of 
Hartford, I wish fellow Valley 
member, Ill. Bro. William 
E. Bohman, congratulations 
on being installed as our 
new Grand Master for the 
current year Masonic year. 
We wish him well and, more 
importantly, a great and 
enjoyable year. That through 
his leadership our Masonic 
organization will continue to 
grow stronger and larger.
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With the virus seemingly abating, and restrictions being lifted 
across every aspect of life, Lafayette Consistory is planning 
on presenting live degrees once again. The first live degree 

will be on Saturday July 24, at 11 a.m. This will be followed by a video 
presentation on the big screen of the 31st Degree. If you are starting on 
your degree curriculum with the Rite you can make advance arrangements 
to have the video 4th Degree shown prior to the 11 a.m. start time. In any 
case, call the Consistory office to make reservations as the capacity issues 
may or may not exist in July. In addition. June will see the resumption of 
Family Life Events: 

June 6, 12:30 p.m. - Fishing Trip leaving Clinton Harbor

June 12, 8 a.m. - Trip to HQ at Lexington followed by 4 p.m. 
attendance at Fenway to see the Red Sox play the Blue Jays

In order to avoid disappointment please contact the Consistory office 
to make reservations for Degree and 
Family Life events at (203) 375-0064.

A full listing of Fall Degrees and 
Summer/ Fall Family Life events 
will be posted in the July Lafayette 
Consistory News, which will be 
included with your July issue of the 
Connecticut Freemasons.

Last month we continued delving 
into the writings of Marcus Aurelius, 
the Stoic Philosopher- Emperor who 
addressed the topic of subduing 
anger at great length. In his writings 
Meditations, he propounded ten 
methodologies which he named the 
“Ten Gifts from Apollo and his Nine 
Muses” (Apollo was the Ancient 
Greek God of Healing and the Muses 
were akin to psychotherapeutic 
prescriptions). We will finish up with 
the last of his techniques that he proposed in his writings. Again, these 
techniques were to be employed before a situation which engendered anger 
occurred so they should be employed first thing in the day:

6. Remember that all of us are mortal, and that our days will eventually come 
to an end. Marcus in his Meditations instructs us to focus on the transient nature 
of things and events in the Grand Scheme of things. By remembering our 
temporary state of existence, we should keep in mind that at some point that 
we and the person with whom we are at angry will be no more and forgotten. 
Viewed in such an expansive light, our targeted anger will thus be forgotten, or 
the event(s) so trivial in hindsight that the expenditure of energy will be of little 
meaningful consequence. Being an objective observer in such situations will 
avoid the emotional and psychical morass that comes from being pulled into 
unhappy situations with little consequence.

7. It is our own judgment which upsets us. Cognitive Distancing – 
when we get angry about something or someone, it is not the people with 
whom we have anger, but it is rather our judgment and perception of what 
they are or are doing that makes us angry.  It is natural to experience anger 

when certain events occur, but it is solely our prerogative to persist on these 
feelings. While it may be very hard to control our initial reaction, we can 
control how we respond to it. According to Marcus, it's not what happens 
initially that matters most, but what we do with the emotion afterwards. 
We must keep in mind that another person’s action can harm our property 
or physical being, but they can never harm our character or spirit unless we 
allow them to. He further states that if you let go of the opinion that you 
are harmed by another’s actions, the feeling of being harmed will disappear. 
The difference between a true Master Mason and an Entered Apprentice is 
how quickly they can transmute the initial reaction to such an affront into 
the dispersal of higher emotion. 

8. Anger does us more harm than good. Think about the consequences 
of responding with anger and compare them to the consequences of 
responding rationally, calmly and with kindness. Anger is typically counter-
productive. More effort is usually expended in contending with the 

consequences of our anger than in 
tolerating the acts which triggered 
our anger in the first place.

9. Nature has endowed us with 
the virtues in order to deal with 
anger. Virtue is an inherent part 
of our nature, and we should 
rely on our nature to respond 
to life events and other people’s 
behaviors. We should accept that 
wrongdoing exists and will always 
happen. We should internally 
seek to ask ourselves what virtue 
do we possess to address this 
wrongdoing. Marcus likens virtues 
to medicines, prescribed by nature, 
as an antidote to vice. The main 
antidotes for anger are kindness 
and fairness. Abe Lincoln referred 
to this technique when he said, 

“Am I not destroying my enemies when I make friends of them?”

We should remember that anger and the emotions it engenders links 
us vibrationally to the source of the problem. Letting go is the healthiest 
means of liberating ourselves from the source of the disease that it 
engenders. 

If interested, Marcus Aurelius’s Meditations are available online at no cost 
from a variety of sources. Freemasonry is a progressive science which entails 
personal unheralded effort in self-improvement.  This can be a truly wise 
and profitable investment in time and effort as you seek to obtain and make 
the Light yours.

As always, the Lafayette Consistory, and the Valleys of Bridgeport, New 
Haven, and Waterbury stand ready to help further your understanding of the 
Three degrees of Freemasonry. Should you have questions about the Scottish Rite, 
please feel free to contact me at the email address above, or call the Consistory 
office at (203) 375-0064.

To Learn to Subdue My Passions - Anger III
by John A. Amarilios, membership@lafayetteconsistory.com
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As the organ donor and recipient families will attest, New 
England Donor Services’ Aftercare Program is an especially 
important part of the organ donation process. As the title 

implies, the Aftercare Program is there to assist families in dealing with 
issues and emotions related to loved one’s transplant experience, be it as 
a donor or recipient family. 

When Midge Denno died in March, 2018, Kelley Green and her 
team were there to support our family during our time of grief. They 
were the liaison between our family and the recipients of her corneas. 
The same occurred nine years earlier, when Midge received a much-
needed kidney. 

In an article written for this column last year entitled, “This is Your 
Son’s Heart Beating in My Body,” we told the story of a Glastonbury 
family who lost their son in an accident. A New Hampshire woman in 
great need of a heart was the fortunate recipient of his heart. Through 
the Aftercare Program, the two families met. The recipient took the 
hand of the mother, put it to her chest and both could feel the son’s 
heart beating in the recipient’s chest.

Kelley Green kindly forwarded the following valuable information 
about their program, including their website. Their kindness and 
support will always be appreciated by my family and of others in the 
transplant community.

Many people do not know that New England Donor Services 
(NEDS) supports the families of organ and tissue donors following 
donation. There is an entire department—Aftercare Services—
dedicated to guiding families through the first year after a loved one’s 
donation by providing easy access to relevant resources, opportunities 
to share the legacy created by donation and to create pathways for 
making meaningful connections. 

Each year, over 2,500 new organ and tissue donor families are 
automatically enrolled into the Aftercare Program following their 
loved one’s organ and/or tissue donation. An Aftercare Specialist is 
assigned to each family to provide materials and support throughout 
the first year. Mailings include a sympathy card & medallion honoring 
the donor; donation outcome letter along with helpful bereavement 
information; six-month support mailing; and anniversary card. 

However, the support does not stop there. The Aftercare 
Specialists are available for phone calls and emails to help answer 
questions or just lend a supportive ear. The Aftercare team 
also assists in sending along letters between donor families and 
recipients and, when/if both parties are ready, to help them connect 

in person. They are still working with some families from as far 
back as the early 1990s. 

A dedicated Aftercare website for both donor families and recipients 
offers a wide variety of bereavement resources, ways to connect, 
testimonials, donor tributes, as well as information on volunteering 
and donation events held in the New England area. Please visit their 
website to learn more and to reach out to the Aftercare Services team:

www.caringconnectionsneds.org

Quotes from donor family members:

“Every time I receive something in the mail from NEDS it’s like a 
letter from my brother saying, ‘Hi, I’m still here and I haven’t been 
forgotten.’ Thank you for keeping my brother’s memory alive.”

“Long after everything else was over and done, you still were there to 
remember.”

“When I have a day that I miss her, I take out the donation outcome 
letter and it makes me smile that she could help so many others.”

To sign up as an organ donor, go online to www.registerme.org 

Remember – ‘Don’t Take Your Organs to Heaven. Heaven Knows We 
Need Them Here!’

Honor, Remembrance & Support  
by Kelley Green, Manager Aftercare Services, and Richard F. Denno

Wooster Lodge No. 10, A.F. & A.M.
~ 240 Years ~ 

 Serving Colchester Since 1781 
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Craft At Labor
To have your lodge events appear in the newspaper,  please update your 
lodge website Google calendars prior to the 10th of the previous month. 
If your lodge needs assistance accessing the website please have the 
Master or Secretary or Calendar Admin contact the Help Desk: https://
ctfreemasons.on.spiceworks.com/portal. 

All times are supplied by the lodges.  If there is a dinner, the time in 
the heading reflects that. The Connecticut Freemasons Newspaper is 
not responsible for errors.  When traveling, please contact the Secretary 
of the lodge to verify all times and events and to inquire about dinner 
reservations.

COVID-19 NOTICE: Due to restrictions on the number of brothers 
that may be in effect at the time of the degree, it is imperative that you 
contact the Secretary of the lodge to verify that your attendance will not 
put them over the limit.

Entered Apprentice Degrees

Tuesday, June 22, 7:30 p.m., Fayette Lodge No. 69,
Ellington

Fellowcraft Degrees

Wednesday, June 2, 7:30 p.m., King Solomon’s Lodge 
No. 7, Woodbury 

Thursday, June 24, 7:30 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1,
New Haven

Master Mason Degrees

Craft At Refreshment
For more details about any of these events, please contact the Lodge directly.  
In many cases, reservations are required,  and they may or may not be open 
to the public.

All times are supplied by the lodges.  The Connecticut Freemasons newspaper 
is not responsible for errors.  When traveling,  please contact the Secretary of 
the lodge to verify all times and events.

For recurring events and breakfasts, they may not take place during the 
summer months – call to check.

COVID-19 NOTICE:  The “Recurring Events’ listed here have not been 
verified.  As there may be limits in place for the number of attendees at any 
event, it is imperative that you contact the lodge prior to attending (i.e., 
don’t just show up).  

Recurring Events

Every Tuesday, Day Spring Lodge No. 30,  
Hamden, 7 p.m.,   BINGO 
Open to the public, all Masons and Eastern Stars. Refreshments

Every Thursday, Putnam Lodge No. 46, 
Putnam, 7 p.m.,  Thursday Night Meeting 
Socializing, Rehearsing, Prepping.

Second, Fourth Wednesday of the Month, Union Lodge No. 5, 
Stamford, 7 p.m., Fellowship Night at the Lodge. Open to all brothers,  
friends. Refreshments and discussion. Please call to verify.

Recurring Breakfasts

First Sunday of the Month, Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140,  Newington, 
7 a.m., SBA Breakfast Fundraiser

Second Sunday of the Month, Compass Lodge No. 9,
Wallingford, 8 a.m., Fellowship Breakfast (8 a.m. to 10 a.m.) 

Third Sunday of the Month, Washington Lodge No. 19,  
Monroe, 8 a.m., Country breakfast

Events

Thursday, June 3, 6 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1,
New Haven, Pizza Night
Inferno Apizza, 411 Universal Dr N, North Haven, CT 

Sunday, June 6, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., Composite Lodge No 28
Suffield, Chicken BBQ (Take out ONLY !!!)
150 Bridge St, Suffield, $13 (a half chicken, cole slaw, potato salad, baked 
beans, fresh roll) Reservations by calling (860) 698-0612

Tuesday, June 8, 9:30 a.m., Connecticut DeMolay
Wallingford, Golf Tournament,  
Farms Country Club, 180 Cheshire Rd, Wallingford, CT

Sunday, June 27, 4-9 p.m., Union Lodge No. 40,
Danbury, 240th Anniversary Celebration
Anthony’s Lake Club, 10 Christopher Columbus Drive, Danbury,
Outdoors – food, raffles, $55 adults/$25 kids
Reservations Required: UnionLodge40afam@gmail.com

Thursday, July 1, 6 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1,
New Haven, Pizza Night
Inferno Apizza, 411 Universal Dr N, North Haven, CT 
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The concepts of truth, beauty, and goodness have been regularly 
addressed by philosophers since the Pre-Socratic era, through 
Plato and Aristotle, through the scholasticism of the Middle 

Ages, the Renaissance and into our modern era. Truth, beauty and 
goodness – which are sometimes referred to as the Transcendentals, or 
the Three Properties of Being – are addressed in the fields of science, 
art and religion, respectively, and are studied by the disciplines of logic/
epistemology, aesthetics and ethics. Yet why, after millennia of inquiry, 
are these essential concepts still so elusive? Why do they seem to be 
increasingly out of reach?

Objective truth has been replaced by intersubjectivity – a 
sort of “personal truth,” dubiously molded to conform to one’s 
worldview, opinion or ideological perspective; beauty is said to be 
“in the eye of the beholder” and subject merely to one’s personal 
taste; and goodness has devolved into a slippery “moral relativism” 
– a situational ethics, as opposed to an absolute standard of 
behavior. These concepts have increasingly been rendered 
meaningless, particularly in the postmodern world. Have we 
strayed so far that the philosophical qualities of truth, beauty and 
goodness – those primary pursuits of the greatest minds in history 
– are now hopelessly devoid of any objective meaning?

I think there is an answer to this problem in the teachings of 
Freemasonry. 

In one of the old lectures accompanying the Entered Apprentice 
degree, we learn that “Truth is a divine attribute, and the 
foundation of every virtue. To be good and true are the first 
lessons we are taught in Masonry. On this theme we contemplate, 
and by its dictates endeavor to regulate our conduct; hence while 
influenced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown 
among us, sincerity and plain-dealing distinguish us, and the 
heart and tongue join in promoting each other's welfare, and 
rejoicing in each other's prosperity." This passage speaks to the 
absolute nature of truth; it exists whether we adhere to it or not, 
and we deviate from it at our own peril.

In the lecture accompanying the Fellowcraft degree, the Mason 
is introduced to the quadrivium. These four invaluable physical 
sciences introduce us to the means by which beauty may be 
discerned. The arts are not subjective – there are objective aesthetic 
criteria by which the beautiful is appreciated or critiqued; these 
are harmony, ratio, proportion, symmetry, balance, line, rhythm, 
etc., and the quadrivium directs us to the study of these numerical, 
spatial and temporal standards. Whether we are conscious of it 
or not, human beings (and all animals, really) respond to a set of 
mathematical and geometrical constants – and these underlay our 
seemingly subjective experience of beauty. 

We need look no further than the Working Tools of the Blue 
Lodge to find Freemasonry’s stance on what constitutes “good” 
behavior. The twenty-four-inch gauge teaches us to devote a portion 
of our time to providing relief to our Brethren and cultivating our 
relationship with Deity; the common gavel teaches us to divest 
“our minds and consciences of all the vices and superfluities of 
life;” the plumb teaches us moral rectitude; the square teaches us 
to deal fairly and virtuously with our fellows; the level teaches us 
to avoid condescension and conceit; and the compasses, of course, 
teaches us to “circumscribe our desires and keep our passions within 
due bounds toward all mankind.” These are the central qualities 
which define good, moral behavior – they are universally true and 
demonstrable in their real-world applications.

Thus we find that, while the world continues to slip headlong 
into logical, aesthetic and ethical ambiguity, the teachings of 
Freemasonry stand firm in their support of the integrity of the 
Three Properties of Being: truth, beauty and goodness. They are, 
in fact, central to the very experience of Masonry which, itself, 
has been called “a peculiar system (truth) of morality (goodness) 
veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols (beauty).”

Truth, Beauty, and Goodness In Freemasonry
by Jaime Paul Lamb
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Grand master’s  
circle 
$100 or more.

 
Daniel Paul Alexander

Roger & Linda Bissell

Lawrence L. Brandolini

Lowell H. Cantor

Timothy V. Cavanaugh

Al Chapman

Loretta & Ron Christensen

Carlton R. & Susan A. Csiki

Lester A. Culver, Jr.

Aquiles P. Faustino

Leonard Finegold

Aubrey V. Fisher

Michael G. Fitting

John W. Ford

Jim & Helen Gillan

Bud Greenbacker

Frank Ellis Hokunson

Robert E. Kenyon III

A. Richard Kirschner

Kenneth H. Kirschner

Kurt Maehlenbrock

Raymond E. Moore

Bill Neely*

John A. Novak

Paul S. Patterson

J. David Paulsen

Robert & Lori Polito*

Bill Pruehsner

Marshall Robinson

Deforest W. Smith

Gail N. Smith

John & Jane Sterry

William J. Strand

Arthur R. Tinsz

Richard R. Washburn

Andrew G. Weimann II

Charles & Barbara Yohe

Myron Yudkin

Andy Zeidler*

In Memory of 
   A. Norman Johnson

In Memorium of 
   Allan V. Johnson

In Memory of 
   Rebecca H. Schoeckk

Grand boosters 
$50 - $99.99 

Mario Accornero

Douglas T. Barrett

Paul F. Blake

Gustaf R. Bodin

David Brochu

Roger R. Cole

Jack Dilks

Earl S. Evans

George Frascarelli

Bill & Sandie Greene

Matthew F. Griffin

Walter Grube

Sonny Hendel

David P. Hocking

Louis O. House IV

A. Albert Kandarian

Karl King*

Sanford Lunt

Don Maehlenbrock

Scott A. Mantz

James Maxwell

Richard & Wendy Memmott

Richmond Morrison

Robert Peck*

Matt Pelletier

Anton Petras

Edwin J. Phelps, Jr.

Clinton T. Potter

Arthur M. Pugh

John R. Ranney

Charles A. Rogers

Bradford H. Ross

Michael S. Shear

Thomas Michael Smith

John H. Spencer*

John Spencer

Rodney A. Spooner

John A. Sturges, Jr.

Gerald Thompson

Dean True

Scott Werner

Gregory Whitehouse

Gordon C. Willoughby

Don Wills

H. Frederick Wintsch

George R. Zack

 
The form to continue 
your financial support 
of this publication as 
a Booster is in page 11.

Thank you for your generous contribution! Update: May 14, 2021 
An asterisk next to your name indicates that your support in the Booster list expires in one month. Please consider 

renewing your support of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper at your current rate or at the next level up.

After reviewing all of the receipts for Boosters, the lists are the Boosters who are current (i.e., within the 11 issue window). If your name does not appear and you 
feel that you should be on the list, please contact us. Note: Booster support is not deductible as a charitable contribution under IRC Section 170(c).

Continued on page 31
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lodGes & 
orGanizations 

Master Mason Level 
$250 +

CT DeMolay Supreme 
 Council Members

Paul S. Patterson

Hartford Evergreen 
 Lodge No. 88

Hospitality Lodge No. 128

Unity Lodge No. 148

Fellowcraft Level  
$150 - $249

Union Lodge No. 40

Entered Apprentice Level  
$75 - $149

Anchor Lodge No. 112

Columbia Lodge No. 25

Compass Lodge No. 9

Evening Star Lodge No. 101

Ionic Lodge No. 110

Temple Lodge No. 16

Trumbull Lodge No. 22

Valley Lodge No. 36

booster 
$25 - $49.99 
 
Robert C. Andrews

Ray Barker

Richard Beebe

Charon Belcher

Donald Berry

Lew & Nancy Bither

Gordon B. Boucher

David Brochu

Allen Bulmer

Vincent Celino

George W. Coulston

William G. Demetriades

Ward M. Edgerton

Gary Fenster

Rudolph A. Gaydos*

Donald R. Grohs*

Carroll Hersom

P. Roy Hucke

Shelby P. Jackson III

John Kinkade

Ted Knapp

Roger Knickerbocker

Paul R. Marte*

Jesse Meeker

Fred W. Nanamaker, Jr.

Sandra Osten

Mitchell K. Page

Glenn K. Pennell

Anton Petras

Arthur M. Pugh

Martin L. Rudnick

Christian Schunmann

Robert J. Shopey II

Robert J. Shopey III

Robert J. Shopey, Sr.

William T. Shopey

Robert A. Simon

Jack H. Stevens

Dale E. Sweet

Gerry Usher

John VanKirk

David Walker

Edward T. Willard, Jr.

Harold Wylie

 
The form to continue 
your financial support 
of this publication as 
a Booster is in page 11..

Now you can support Connecticut Freemasons newspaper online! 
You spoke and we listened. There is now a PayPal dropdown Connecticut Freemasons Booster form 
on the Grand Lodge home page (ctfreemasons.net) just below the PDF version of the paper. Use the 
dropdown to select your level, click the “Pay Now” button and then follow the directions. You can 
pay with credit or debit cards or a PayPal account. The funds are used to help cover the printing and 
mailing expenses of the paper. 

Thank you for your generous contribution! Update: May 14, 2021 
An asterisk next to your name indicates that your support in the Booster list expires in one month. Please consider 

renewing your support of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper at your current rate or at the next level up.

After reviewing all of the receipts for Boosters, the lists are the Boosters who are current (i.e., within the 11 issue window). If your name does not appear and you 
feel that you should be on the list, please contact us. Note: Booster support is not deductible as a charitable contribution under IRC Section 170(c).
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Hospitality Lodge No. 128 
Cleans Wethersfield Cove 
Park by Francis G. Way

On Saturday morning, May 8, several brothers from Hospitality Lodge 
No. 128 gathered at Wethersfield Cove Park to clean the parking lot 
and surrounding area.  This was the first of multiple planned cleanup 
days at the park for the lodge, whose home is on the far side of the cove 
from the park.

WB Alberto Diequez, Worshipful Master of Hospitality Lodge, was 
joined by RWB Frank Way, Brother Doug Maliszewski, Brother Joe 
Distin and Brother Jed Philip, to pick up trash and other various 
flotsam and jetsam left in the park.   As it is still early spring, the water 
level in the cove was high, and that prevented the brothers from reaching 
certain areas to clean – areas where they recovered much rubbish last 
year.  It was also interesting to see just how far the spring flood waters 
had pushed up the shore this year – much farther than in previous years 
– as evidenced by trash almost all the way up to I-91.

It is sad to say that many of our companions on this planet are incapable of 
walking a few feet to a trash can, and the variety displayed in the various types 
of refuse found evince the not so admirable qualities of our fellow man.

The brothers collected what they could in the available area, prevented 
by high water and an incredible amount of poison ivy from reaching 
other trash.  Future cleanups will employ some tools to reach more trash 
in amongst the annoying plants.

The lodge plans several more cleanup days, and will reach out to other 
Wethersfield residents to join them through the “What’s Happening in 
Wethersfield” Facebook group.

District 5 continued from page 17 

RWB William A. Bonney, Jr. 
Receives 50-Year Pin
by Roger Thorin

Tuesday, May 4, was a great night for Unity Lodge No. 148 in New Britain. 
As everyone has been trying to cope with COVID-19, distancing and keeping 
numbers of attendees small, the state relaxed its restrictions just in time for the 
brethren to honor RWB William A. Bonney Jr. for his 50 years in Masonry.

The night started with a delicious chicken parmesan dinner prepared by Junior 
Warden Jeffrey L. Davis and his team. It 
was the first dinner the lodge was able to 
have in 14 months.

After dinner, the program started with 
the introduction of Brother William E. 
Bohman. Most Worshipful Grand Master 
of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of 
the State of Connecticut, and his suite of officers. WB Donald R. Skinner, Assistant to the Grand Master; 
RWB Brian E. Beals, Deputy Grand Treasurer; RWB Harry E. Needham III, District Deputy of Masonic 
District 5B; RWB Timothy V. Cavanaugh, District Deputy at large; and WB Keith A. Romano, Associate 
Grand Marshal of Masonic District 5B.

Worshipful Master Raymond Rossingnol welcomed the brothers and RWB Bill's family and thanked 
everyone for coming and being a part of the historic night.  With that, the Grand Master took over the 
rest of the program.  The Secretary read Bill's Masonic record.  Raised a Master Mason on June 2, 1970, 
because of COVID-19, he had to wait an extra year to be honored.  RWB Needham read the Grand Lodge 

Continued on page 33
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District 5 continued from page 32

50-Year Certificate, and it was presented to RWB Bill by 
RWB Needham.  RWB Bill was given his 50-Year pin by 
MWGM Bohman. The Grand Master commented that 
RWB Bill followed in his father's footsteps, who was also a 
Past Master and District Deputy of District 5B.

The Grand Master thanked everyone for coming and said 
it was a night worth waiting for, to honor this brother who 
is still active in his lodge, as he has been Treasurer for the 
past 20 years.

A wonderful evening was had by all as Unity Lodge and all 
the brethren try to get back to some sense of normalcy. 

Eighth Masonic District 
Holds Simultaneous Drive-
Thru Food Drives by Glenn Studwell

The lodges of the 8th Masonic District held a one-day drive-thru 
food drive on April 24, at five locations to benefit local food banks. 
Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116 held their drive at the Montville Senior 
Center. Wooster Lodge No. 10 held theirs at the Colchester 
Town Hall.  Union Lodge No. 31, Brainard Lodge No. 102 and 
Bay View Lodge No. 120 took donations at the Niantic Masonic 
Center.  Somerset-St. James Lodge No. 34 held theirs at Rose 
City Senior Center, while Purity Lodge No. 150 and Coastal 
Lodge No. 57 received donations at Masonicare in Mystic.

Over 2,500 pounds of non-perishable food items and $700 in 
cash donations were received.

District 8 
Lodges 10, 31, 34, 57, 102, 116, 120, 150

Continued on page 34
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District 8  continued from page 33

 
Save the Date

Monday, February 20, 2023
for the

Re-enactment of the  
Cornerstone

Dedication of the  
George Washington  
National Memorial 

Join your Brothers for this  
Historic National Masonic Event!

The Memorial is a National Historic 
Landmark that stands as  

American Freemasonry's tribute to 
 George Washington and the  

values of Freedom. 

The forms to become a charter member 
of the George Washington Memorial 
Society, other means of support, and 
to become a member of the Society of 
Washington Lodges, are on the website 
gwmemorial.org. 
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Eppler Receives General Grand Council 
Medal of Honor by Charles A. McCollum

On April 29, during the meeting of Connecticut Priory No. 28, KYCH 
in Meriden, Most Puissant Companion Richard A. Eppler, Past 
Most Puissant Grand Master of Connecticut, was presented with the 

General Grand Council Medal of Honor.  This is the highest award given to 
a Cryptic Mason who has devoted his life to the improvement of Masonry. 
There is to be only one award presented at each Triennial Assembly. This means 
that, world-wide, there is one recipient every three years, and for 2017-2020, 
the recipient was MP Companion Richard. MP Companion Richard was 
recognized for his many years of service as the editor of the Cryptic Freemason 
Newsletter, and for being a tireless worker for Cryptic Masonry in Connecticut 
and wherever his travels have taken him.

At the same meeting, Most Puissant Companion Charles D. O’Neill, Past 
Most Puissant Grand Master of Connecticut, and Right Illustrious Companion 
James S. McNeely, IV, Deputy Puissant Grand Master of Connecticut, were 
inducted into the Order of the Secret Vault, in recognition of their years of 
service to Cryptic Masonry.

The award was presented, and the induction was led by Right Puissant 
Companion Charles A. McCollum, General Grand Treasurer of the General 
Grand Council, Cryptic Masons International. 

(l-r) Charles A. McCollum, General Grand Treasurer; Michael 
E. Seamon, Past Most Puissant Grand Master and Prior of 
Connecticut Priory No. 28; Richard A. Eppler, Past Most 
Puissant Grand Master; and Rev. Joseph Krusienski, Past Prior 
of Connecticut Priory No. 28

(l-r) Charles D. O’Neill, Past Most Puissant Grand Master; Charles A. McCollum, General Grand 
Treasurer; Michael E. Seamon, Past Most Puissant Grand Master of Prior of Connecticut Priory 
No. 28; James S. McNeely, IV, Deputy Puissant Grand Master; and Richard A. Eppler, Past Most 
Puissant Grand Master




