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Fans of the Netflix series Stranger 
Things will recall that the alternate 
dimension that played such a big 

part in the first and subsequent seasons 
was called “the upside-down.” In 2020, 
that pretty much describes the entire 
year. Worshipful Masters, who had 
planned their work, were barely in their 
Oriental chairs when everything went, 
well, upside-down.

From that point in March, the year has taken on a surreal quality. Overnight, everyone 
was locked down, looking for masks and nitrile gloves, hand sanitizer and toilet paper. 
Chlorox Wipes still can’t be found in a lot of places. With bars and restaurants closed, 
everyone was pretty much staying home and -- until lodges and other Masonic bodies got 
rolling with Zoom, Netflix, Amazon Prime Video -- lots of books got a good workout. 
Heavy traffic on the road, became a memory for the most part, and for those who had 
to work from home, pants became a memory as well, most of us completely ignoring the 
asinine advice to “dress like you’re going to the office and you will work better.” Yeah, right. 

At first, Teams, Webex, and Zoom had a novelty to them. The viral video of the woman 
who, in the middle of a meeting, grabbed up her laptop, walked through her house to her 
bathroom, and proceeded to take care of business, all while still on Zoom video, provided 
laughs, and relief to everyone that they had not (yet perhaps) screwed up like that. Viewing 
a co-worker’s occasional nose pick on Zoom was a reason to smirk and chuckle (on mute, 
of course). By the end of the year, however, Zoom was so ubiquitous that other proclivities 
rose up, making some doubt that a pants-optional approach was all that okay, and even 
those who love a good schadenfreude moment were left shaking their heads. What was 
Toobin thinking??? It was all just getting old.

Time has taken on a strange quality as well. Last March seems like five years ago. A 
month more like a year. Summer came and went – at one point even a simple trip to the 
beach could require filling out a form and self-quarantining for two weeks. It seemed to 
blur together with spring and fall. Fourth of July fireworks became a homemade event 
and lasted from Memorial Day to Labor Day and beyond, popping up (or booming, 
depending on the DIY skill level) at a moment’s notice, sometimes even in mid-afternoon. 
A tropical storm at summer’s height added just the right amount of insult to injury, killing 
power, and then neighborhoods filled with the sound of generators, AC didn’t work, and 
nights were long and hot. For days….and days...

Even the fall foliage seemed a little off. At first there were touches of color, but nothing 
really bright and vibrant. Then, as we waited and hoped, more trees changed, but still, it 
wasn’t quite there, like a Monet painting but without all of Monet’s talent behind it. A 
quick afternoon trip to Kringle Candle in Bernardston, MA, on a Sunday normally in peak 
season, provided some nice yellow and orange views, but still a lot of green. And then the 
leaves were on the ground and that was that.

Now, once again, the year is waning. Orion rides high in the night sky, and darkness comes 
earlier and lingers longer. The mornings are cold, the mid-day sun is weak, and the nights are 
frigid. The trees are bare, the Thanksgiving turkey is down to the most meager of leftovers, 
and Christmas and Hanukkah are about ready to ring the doorbell. The feats of amazing 
strength around the Festivus Pole may be somewhat curtailed, but the Airing of Grievances 
will be epic – how could it not be this year? Snow may or may not be flying – the NOAA 

Merry Christmas, 
Happy Hanukkah, 
Happy Festivus 

for the Rest of Us  

by Francis G. Way
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long range winter forecast said lower than average 
snowfall -- but in the upside-down it snows all the time, 
so who knows?

In the midst of all this chaos and upside-down 
insanity, the end of the year, as it always has, brings a 
message of hope and salvation. And in this direst year in 
any living generation’s memory, hope is a most welcome 
commodity, a balm from Gilead, as it were. One night’s 
portion of oil lasting for eight days. A baby boy, born 
in a stable, laid in a manger, while shepherds watched 
their flocks by night...

The holidays will be a respite from all the upheaval of 
this very odd year. As with everything else in 2020, the 
year of the upside-down, even the holidays may not be 
exactly as expected. The family gathering may be a bit 
different. The traditions will still be enacted although 
maybe not quite the same way. But look to those small 
messages of hope, those seeds planted and growing in 
the frigid ground under the winter snow, and know 
that eventually everything will return to normal – not a 
“new” normal, but a normal-normal. Eventually we will 
all return from the upside-down, and all of the stranger 
things we have experienced will exist only in stories, 
stories that start with “Remember when...”

The staff of Grand Lodge Publications and the 
Connecticut Freemasons would like to wish you and 
yours a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, a joyous 
holiday season, and a very healthy and Happy New 
Year.

Merry Christmas, Happy
Hanukkah continued from page 3

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR 

75-YEAR BROTHER!

Wood D. Beeghly 

Union Lodge No. 5

AND TO OUR 
50-YEAR BROTHERS!

Paul F. Stacoffe 

Annawon Lodge No. 115

Stanley R. Warner 

Washington Lodge No. 81



Connecticut Freemasons • December 2020 5ctfreemasons.net

Last night I went to my mother lodge, Union Lodge No. 5, 
for our Stated Communication. It was a special evening 
for the lodge and its brothers for several reasons. We 

were meeting on the 257th anniversary of our charter, a dear 
Past Master who, due to medical issues, has been unable to 
attend lodge was able to join us and, as a special gift to him, the 
Worshipful Master had the PM preside in the East. That PM had 
a surprise for us too: gifts for three brothers of the lodge with a 
presentation speech that touched us all deeply.

Indeed, on this Wednesday evening in November, our dear 
brother brought joy to our hearts, tears to our eyes, and a renewed 
reminder of why we do this thing called Freemasonry. What he 
had written from his heart is a message I want to share. So with 
his permission I repeat his words here, edited for clarity and 
to remove the names of the brothers involved to protect their 
privacy. I hope you enjoy his words as much as we did. 

Masonic Gift Presentation by WB, A.B.     November 18th, 2020 
Union Lodge No. 5, Stamford, Ct. (257 years young)

Lodge Night1: It is lodge night once more and as I head through 
that door, I look upon the altar and at the Light that shines 
through the darkness. It is in this room I find comfort knowing 
what is just and right. I march in with pride and dignity from 
the dark into the Light. I look around and see my …2 brothers 
that I hold so dear. It is in this room things come clear and I am 
surrounded by loved ones dear. At last, a family that I can trust, 
others that are great and just. I stand with pride in this room and 
gain the knowledge that is true. The blue room is where I find my 
ray of hope and happiness for the rest of my days. The five points 
…3 define life in all its ways. The lessons learned here I shall never 
forget. I will carry them with me always as its greatest gift.

What are these gifts? 

Brother and friend, A.A. please stand. I have learned from 
you that: “The study of Freemasonry is the study of man as a 
candidate for a blessed eternity. It furnishes examples of holy 
living and displays the conduct which is pleasing and acceptable 
to God. The doctrines and examples which distinguish the order 
are obvious and suited to every capacity. It is impossible for the 
most fastidious Mason to misunderstand; however, he might 
slight or neglect them. It is impossible for the most superficial 
brother to say that he is unable to comprehend the plain 
precepts and the unanswerable arguments which are furnished by 
Freemasonry.”4

Brother and friend 
B.B., please stand. 
From you, I have 
learned that “The 
true Mason's level of 
discernment increases 
with every use of 
the working tools, 
because the true Mason is ever working on himself.”4 In many 
rituals, I have heard you recite the various Charges of each degree. 
You do them justice, brother. Thank you for imparting them to 
me.

Brother and friend, C.C. please stand. Over the years, you and 
I have confided the joys and trails of our family and personal 
lives and you have always been there with a good joke or timely 
advice to share. From you, I have learned that: “The true Mason 
takes full responsibility for the condition of his character and ever 
strives for its perfection.”4

Each of you, collectively, have taught me what it is to be a 
Mason.

To quote Bro. Benjamin Franklin, I have been shown that 
“Masonic labor is purely a labor of love. He who seeks to draw 
Masonic wages in gold or silver will be disappointed. The wages of 
a Mason are earned and paid in their dealings with one another; 
sympathy begets sympathy, kindness begets kindness, helpfulness 
begets helpfulness, and these are the wages of a Mason.” 

Thank you, my brothers, for showing me by degrees the lessons 
of Masonry and their import. There are many fortunate men who 
have friends, but I have been, also, blessed to have brothers.

Have a happy and safe holiday season  brothers!

Noted sources: 1 Sister Stephanie Bernard, Order of the Eastern Star. 
2 [sisters and]. 3 [of the star]. 4 Bro. William Howard Taft

Grand Master’s Message
by Stephen W. Petri
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Apparently one of the best kept secrets of Connecticut 
Freemasonry, The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation 
is entering its second decade of service on behalf of you, 

the Connecticut Masons! So, what is the Connecticut Freemasons 
Foundation (CTFF) and what does it do? The Foundation is an IRS 
501(c)3 designated charitable entity that was created as the charitable 
arm of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut. Since its inception 10 years 
ago, it has donated over one million dollars on your behalf to both 
Masonic and non-Masonic charitable causes. Every voting member of 
the Grand Lodge is also a member of the CTFF. The CTFF has a nine 
member Board of Directors that consists of the Grand Master, Deputy 
Grand Master, Grand Senior Warden, and six directors at large that 
are elected by you. Directors at large are elected for staggered three-
year terms and may succeed themselves once before being ineligible for 
continued service.

The CTFF relies on you, 
the members of the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut, for 
the financial support that 
enables us to continue to 
make a positive impact 
toward making the world 
a better place. What do 
we support through your 
generosity? Annually, 
we make significant 
financial contributions 
to Connecticut Rainbow 
for Girls, Connecticut 
DeMolay, the George 
Washington National 
Masonic Memorial, 
the Masonic Service 
Association of North 
America, the Masonic 
Medical Research 
Laboratory in Utica, 
NY, the Masonic 
Charity Foundation of 
Connecticut, the Grand 
Almoner’s Fund, CT 
CHIP, the National Masonic Foundation for Children, the Children’s 
Dyslexia Centers of Connecticut, the Shriners Hospitals in Springfield 
and Boston, and the Masonic Model Student Assistance Program.

In addition to these major masonic related programs, your Foundation 
also provides financial support for the educational endeavors of local 
Connecticut organizations such as Roaring Brook Nature Center, 
Horizon Wings (wild bird rehabilitation and public education), and 
KEYS (providing instrumental music instruction to disadvantaged 
children in Bridgeport), as well as for the Lodge Matching Fund 

program. Finally, each year, your CTFF responds to requests from 
other Grand Jurisdictions for aid in response to natural disasters that 
affect other parts of North America. Donations are sent in response to 
hurricanes, tornados, floods, mudslides, and fires. In the past, donations 
were sent to Florida, Puerto Rico, the Bahamas, the Carolinas, Texas, 
Louisiana, Iowa, California, and Guatemala. So far, in 2020, donations 
were made to Louisiana and Iowa. When requests are received, your 
Foundation acts on your behalf.

Your CTFF contributes more than $150,000 each year on your behalf 
with zero effect on your dues and assessments! From where does the 
money come? First, and foremost, we rely on YOUR generosity. Each 
year, the Grand Master issues an appeal for support of your CTFF. 
Any contributions you make are tax deductible in accordance with 
501(c)3 guidelines and 100% of your donation is used for charity. Your 

CTFF Board of Directors 
are volunteers who give 
of themselves without 
any monetary reward for 
service. In addition to your 
donations through the 
Grand Master’s Annual 
Appeal, your Foundation 
relies on the income 
generated by an investment 
account that is managed by 
Glenmede, the same entity 
that manages the Grand 
Trustees’ funds and Masonic 
Charity Foundation funds.

Every Connecticut 
Mason can reflect with 
pride on the good works 
that are supported by the 
Connecticut Freemasons 
Foundation. The support 
we provide on behalf of the 
membership of the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut is 
exemplary. Do YOU want 
to feel even better? Help the 
CTFF make an even bigger 

impact! If you haven’t already done so, please send your contribution 
to the Grand Master’s Appeal for 2020. You may make checks payable 
to The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation and mail to P.O. Box 
69, Wallingford, CT 06492 or, if you prefer, make a donation online 
through Paypal. Please do it today! All you’ll feel is good while doing 
good and helping your Connecticut Freemasons Foundation do even 
more.

See page 34 for donation information. 

The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation
by Charles W. Yohe

Call for Nominations for 
Connecticut Freemasons 

Foundation
 

The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation is accepting nominations to 
fill two vacancies for service on its Board of Directors beginning in April 
2021. All interested Master Masons who are members of the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut, AF&AM are eligible for service. 

Interested Brothers should submit a resume that lists contact 
information and includes work and personal experience that could 
prove to be an asset to the operation of the Foundation. Resumes must 
be received in the Grand Lodge office no later than Tuesday, January 5, 
2021. Please send all correspondence to The Connecticut Freemasons 
Foundation, P.O. Box 69, Wallingford, CT 06492. The nominating 
committee will bring forward a list of nominees for consideration and 
vote at the annual meeting which will be included as a part of the Grand 
Lodge Annual Communication in April 2021.
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We are approaching religious holidays. Many people will gather as 
family and friends. It is particularly important that we be very discreet 
in all that we do. There is so much going on in the world that citizens of 
many nations have become extremely frustrated. A zealous attachment 
to all our duties will insure public and private esteem. However, 
frustrated in the state, we should be quiet and peaceful subjects, true 
to our government and just to your country; do not be disloyal or 
rebellious, but patiently submit to legal authority, and conform with 

cheerfulness to the government of our 
country. Let not interest, favor, or prejudice, 
bias your integrity, or influence you to be 
guilty of dishonorable action. 

Please remember the physical and spiritual welfare of all we meet 
during the holiday season remembering that we are all created by one 
Almighty Parent and inhabitants of the same planet.

Grand Chaplain’s Message 

by Very Rev. Joseph Krusienski

We offer our condolences to the families and friends  
of those brothers who have been called by  

The Grand Architect of the Universe

James H. Ashburner 
Estuary Lodge No. 43

Elliott Samuel Brause 
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Stephen Silvio Brighenti 
Evening Star Lodge No. 101

Paul Carlson Dewey 
Valley Lodge No. 36

Walter Reed Driggs 
Village Lodge No. 29

Howard L. Hankin 
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Edward Joseph, Sr. 
Meridian Lodge No. 77

Paris James Kollias 
Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88

Robert Gray MacQuarrie 
Fidelity-St. John's Lodge No. 3

Arthur Joseph McKinney 
Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88

Arthur Oh 
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Alvin Bernard Reiner 
Village Lodge No. 29

Richard George Sagan 
Estuary Lodge No. 43

Ronald Frederick Storms 
Composite Lodge No. 28

David William Winkler, Jr. 
Somerset - St. James Lodge No. 34
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Grand Historian’s Corner  

Andrew R. Melillo

The year 
was 1989 and 
no one in 

Connecticut Masonry, save a few, expected 
it to be as pivotal and full of the change as 
it has since become known. For the second 
time in Connecticut Grand Lodge history 
a son of a Past Grand Master was installed 
to the Grand East: Most Worshipful Gail 
Nelson Smith, son of Most Worshipful 
Brother Gail Linnell Smith. The first being 
Thomas H. Desmond and his son James M. 
Desmond.

The year 1989 was also the bicentennial 
anniversary of the Grand Lodge. It was 
the year that the Thank You Mr. Edwards 
publication was printed – and the 
Connecticut Craft – while reflecting on 
their 200 years of history under the Grand 
Lodge, affixed their eyes to the future. The 
installation of Most Worshipful Brother Gail 
N. Smith took place on March 29, 1989 
at the Park Plaza Hotel in New Haven – a 
fitting place to hold the anniversary session: 
in the very place where Grand Lodge was 
originally chartered two centuries before. 
And he, along with the other officers, were 
installed by his father. 

As some present at that session remember, 
it was a particularly warm day for the season, 
and the climate control system in the hotel 
had not adjusted accordingly – making the 
room uncomfortable and perhaps a bit too 
warm. As a result, brothers were anxious to 
end the session. Most Worshipful Smith then 
asked, “Is there anything further to come before 
this Grand Lodge session?” The brotherss in 
attendance believing this was the standard 
routine to wrap things up and close the 
session. Then the voice was heard, “Yes, Grand 
Master, there is.”

MWB Gail Linnell Smith stood up and 

approached the podium, father and son 
stood together, and the elder Smith read 
the following resolution:

“WHEREAS – Qualified Masonic scholars 
and several in-depth investigations have 
demonstrated conclusively that the Prince Hall 
body of Freemasonry is completely legitimate;

“WHEREAS – Eminent and distinguished 
members of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, 
A.F. & A.M. have, more than once, attested in 
the courts of the land to the legitimacy of the 
Prince Hall Masons in Connecticut;

“WHEREAS – The doctrine of exclusive 
jurisdiction is a myth, and a device formulated 
by American Grand Lodges without any basis in 
Masonic custom and usage and not universally 
practiced by the originators;

“WHEREAS – Division among men and 
Masons claiming to practice the Brotherhood 
of all Man under the Fatherhood of one God 
is contrary to the basic and ancient tenets and 
teachings of Freemasonry;

“THEREFORE – Be it resolved that this 
Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 
of Connecticut, request fraternal recognition from 
the Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of 
Connecticut, Prince Hall Affiliation;

“And be it further resolved that the Grand 
Master is hereby authorized to appoint a special, 
temporary sub-committee to the Committee 
on Fraternal Relations for the sole purpose of 
contacting Connecticut Prince Hall Masons and 
advising the full Committee.

“I move that this resolution be accepted, 
printed in the proceedings and referred 
to the Committee on Fraternal Relations 
with instructions to present a report with a 
recommendation at the next communication 
of this Grand Lodge on October 14, 1989.”

As it was remembered, the brothers arose in 

acclamation to second the motion. The energy 
wasn’t the only thing to shift at that moment 
– so did the spirit of universal brotherhood 
shift one step closer to being made more 
wholesome. And while the resolution was 
enthusiastically accepted to be voted on at the 
semiannual in October, a great deal of work 
had yet to be carried out to make the vote a 
true and meaningful success. The work had 
just begun. 

Another officer installed that day was the 
late Right Worshipful Brother Gary Andrew 
Littlefield. About a year and half prior to this 
session, Right Worshipful James Royal Case, 
Grand Historian passed into the next life. As 
Tapley writes in the bicentennial publication,

Just before Thanksgiving Day, 1987, 
RW James R. Case, Grand Historian in 
Connecticut, left for New York State to spend 
the holiday with his daughter, Julie. He drove 
alone in his own car, as he frequently did. The 
visit continued to Thanksgiving Day. On that 
day, quietly and with no fanfare (as was his 
wont) Jim put his head down on his arm and 
simply went away. Had he lived two more days 
he would have celebrated his 93rd birthday. 
Shock waves were felt around the nation for he 
was widely known and revered. He had been 
Grand Historian in Connecticut for 33 years. 

The time had come to fill this office and 
the choice aptly fell upon a man more than 
qualified to carry on the work: Littlefield. 
Not only was he qualified and capable, 
Littlefield and Case were close friends. He 
had the privilege to drive Case to many 
masonic opportunities when he was in 
Lebanon. As Gary once said of Case: Jim 
taught me a lot and I had lots more to learn 
when he passed away. He was a great mentor, 
Brother and friend. 

RWB Littlefield was initiated on February 

Continued on page 9



Connecticut Freemasons • December 2020 9ctfreemasons.net

16, 1979 at Wooster Lodge No. 10 in 
Colchester, passed to a Fellow Craft on 
March 2, and raised on March 23 of the 
same year – his father presided in the East. 
His commitment and dedication to the Craft 
was evident from the beginning. A year after 
being raised he sat as Marshal and progressed 
steadily through the line of that lodge until 
in 1985 he presided as Worshipful Master 
– and to no surprise the following year was 
appointed Historian of the lodge! He would 
go on to serve his mother lodge two more 
times in the East. 

He affiliated with Ashlar Lodge No. 
332 on March 30, 2009 and with Eastern 
Star Lodge No. 44 the following year on 
December 8. He was active in the York 
Rite in the Trinity Chapter RAM and 
Montgomery Council RSM. He was a 
member of St. John’s Commandery No. 
11 Knights Templar and served as Grand 
Historian for all three Grand York Rite 
bodies. On September 21, 1990 he also 
affiliated with the Philosophic Lodge of 
Research No. 400. Plus he was a member 
of the American Lodge of Research, Maine 
Lodge of Research, and the South Carolina 
Lodge of Research. He was active in Scottish 
Rite and belonged to the Scottish Rite 
Research Society and the Philalethes. 

He was active in nearly a dozen other 
Masonic organizations, but also was very 
active in his community – serving as a Justice 
of the Peace, Republican Town Committee 
member and also on the Zoning Board of 
Appeals – and was the longest attending male 
church member of the First Baptist Church 
of Lebanon, where he served as moderator, 
deacon, newspaper editor, and Sunday 
School teacher. On May 21, 1999 at Wooster 
Lodge No. 10 he was presented the Pierpont 
Edward’s Award in Bronze. 

A man devoted to the Craft and his 
community – and a mentee of James Royal 
Case – he was the right person to serve as the 
next Grand Historian, and what a year to get 
installed! Witnessing one of the greatest shifts 
in Masonic history in the United States – and 

it was all spearheaded by Connecticut: equal 
recognition and regular fraternal affiliation with 
the Grand Lodge of Connecticut Prince Hall. 

There was a lot of work to make this a 
reality. October was far off – but October 
14 would soon arrive. There were doubts on 
both sides at first whether it would happen, 
especially when subcommittee Chair, and 
future Grand Master, Ken Hawkins first met 
with Prince Hall Grand Master Lew Myrick – 
who described MWB Myrick’s initial reaction 
as ‘here we go again.’ This was not the first 
time recognition of Prince Hall had been 
attempted in the United States – it was always 
tried – and it always never seemed to work 
out – 1989 was different. The groundwork 
was laid, the cornerstone was set for the new 
edifice of masonic fraternity. 

October 14 arrived and the semiannual 
session convened. After many issues hashed 
out concerning sovereignty, MWPGM Morris 
I. Budkofsky, chairman of the Fraternal 
Relations Committee, reported absolute 
favorability with the legitimacy of the Prince 
Hall Grand Lodge and recommended: 
Fraternal Recognition, including rights of 
visitation be granted.

Grand Master Smith asked that all brothers 
present in favor to stand and be counted. 
Then those opposing it, to stand. And while 
the tally is not recorded in the proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge, it stated “a large majority” 
had stood up, been counted, and therefore 
approved of the resolution. To the sound of 
applause and jubilation, the session closed. 

October 14 – a day where the One 
brotherhood of Man, under the Fatherhood 
of God became real, manifest, and a new and 
purer Light to shine out on the masonic stage. 
Connecticut once again showed the global 
masonic community that being a Mason is 
not just reciting the ritual and keeping the 
ancient forms but honoring and maintaining 
the tenets and ancient landmarks of the 
Craft. Connecticut Masonry ended 1989 in 
harmony with all of its brothers throughout 
the state.

Grand Historian’s Corner continued from page 8
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Recently, at a small ceremony at Masonicare at Ashlar Village, I 
joined with the leaders of our various service lines to accept a 
very special honor on behalf of all Masonicare employees.

Represented by MWGM Stephen Petri and RWB Grant Gould, 
Grand Secretary, the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, A.F. & A.M., 
awarded the David Wooster Medal in Bronze to ALL Masonicare staff in 
recognition of their efforts throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. Bro. 
Petri noted that the Wooster Medal is the only Grand Lodge medal that 
can be awarded to a non-Mason. It’s also the only Grand Lodge medal 
that is presented for service other than to Freemasonry.

“Through their tireless and extraordinary efforts,” Bro. Petri said, “staff 
individually and collectively defended residents, patients and each other 
against the worst health crisis of our modern age.”

Our homecare and long-term care staff are working on the front lines 
to care for COVID-19 positive residents and patients. Infection control 
guidance from state and federal agencies changed frequently in the early 
days of the pandemic, but our 
nurses, CNAs, housekeepers, 
and others have adapted to 
meet the threat head-on. Amid 
a national shortage of personal 
protection equipment, Materials 
Management scoured the 
marketplace to secure the supplies 
we so desperately needed. Staff 
across our continuum sewed 
homemade masks for residents 
and coworkers. Recreation 
therapists are helping keep our 
isolated residents on quarantine 
engaged and connected with their 
families on the outside. When 

needed, our chefs and their teams 
have prepared and delivered meals 
right to residents’ doors. Legions of 
support staff, working remotely, are 
keeping our bills paid, our benefits 
administered, and our technology 
functional.

It fills me with tremendous 
pride to know that our employees’ 
work has been recognized by the 
fraternity that founded Masonicare 
125 years ago and continues to 
help guide our mission.

If this pandemic has taught us anything, it’s that conditions can 
change quickly. Only days after our Wooster Medal ceremony, 
Masonicare Health Center saw the beginning of its worst COVID 

outbreak to date. While I was 
understandably concerned 
about the sudden and dramatic 
spike in cases, I was also pleased 
at how the team at MHC 
responded. They moved quickly 
to isolate the positive residents, 
performed contact tracing, 
tested roommates and others 
who may have been exposed, 
and received permission from 
the state to restrict visitation.

As difficult as it is for us to 
impose precautionary measures 

From the Desk of Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit
President & CEO of Masonicare

Continued on page 11
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that keep our residents physically separated from their 
loved ones on the outside, we know it is necessary. 
Until there is a vaccine, limiting the risk of exposure to 
a vulnerable population will continue to be our No. 1 
priority.

On the subject of a vaccine, there appear to be a few 
promising candidates nearing the end of clinical trials. 
Masonicare has registered to participate in a national 
program that will provide end-to-end management of 
the COVID-19 vaccination process for our residents and 
staff. When a vaccine is approved, manufactured, and 
distributed, we will be ready. 

And that, as we look ahead to the holiday season, would 
be the greatest gift.

On behalf of everyone at Masonicare, I wish you all the 
happiest and healthiest of holidays and join with you in 
hoping for a better and brighter New Year.

From the Desk of Jon-Paul 
continued from page 10

2020 Norma J. Brandt 
Nursing Scholarship 
Awards of The Masonic 
Charity Foundation of 
Connecticut by Emma Tuthill

The Masonic Charity Foundation of Connecticut congratulates the 2020 
scholarship recipients of its Norma J. Brandt Nursing Scholarship Fund, 
supporting current and aspiring nurses within Masonicare and the Masonic 

Family. 

Kelsey Anderson (granddaughter of a Connecticut Freemason); Tara Civitello 
(LPN, Masonicare Health Center); Sara Naiss (LPN, Masonicare Health Center); 
and Catherine Precourt (RN, Masonicare Home Health & Hospice) were new 
Norma J. Brandt Nursing Scholarship recipients.

Continuing Norma J. Brandt Nursing Scholarships were awarded to Ryan 
Johnson (waitstaff, Masonicare at Mystic) and Dawoo Tso (LPN, Masonicare 
Health Center).

Bro. John O. Brandt, Jr., Past Master of Putnam Lodge No. 46, established this 
nursing scholarship fund with The Masonic Charity Foundation in 2006 in loving 
memory of his wife, Norma, a registered nurse and an active member of both the 
Order of the Eastern Star (where she was Past Worthy Matron of Betty Putnam 
Chapter No. 106) and the Order of the Amaranth (Past Royal Matron of Rainbow 
Court No. 20). Fittingly, this scholarship fund that bears her name provides 
financial assistance to qualified individuals who are pursuing a career as a nurse. Mr. 
Brandt supported the scholarship program through an excellent major gift in 2006 
and added to the fund’s value considerably with a very generous bequest to The 
Foundation at his passing in 2019.

“John Brandt’s passing was a tremendous loss for all those who knew him,” 
said Jennifer King, Executive Director of The Masonic Charity Foundation. 
“His generosity had such a wonderful impact during his lifetime, providing over 
125 scholarships to aspiring nurses. Thanks to his outstanding bequest to the 
Foundation, Masonicare will be able to further John’s proud vision of providing 
scholarship awards to future generations of nursing students in financial need.”

2020 Brandt Nursing Scholarship recipient Sara Naiss (LPN, Masonicare Health 
Center) was also awarded the 2020 Margie Gallager Nursing Scholarship, made 
possible by a generous major gift from the late Bro. Robert L. Gallager in memory 
of his wife, Margie, herself a former nurse.
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Editing the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper is a labor of love. 
Articles are submitted from all over the state and the writing 
proficiency levels of the various submitters are just as widespread. 

Some articles are not at all well written and need a lot of work. Some 
are well written but are not “tight” – the articles are too wordy, and the 
extra words don’t drive the story 
forward and they need trimming 
like my waistline does. (Sadly, 
I’m more successful with the 
stories.) Some submissions are 
tight, succinct, well thought out, 
and well written, and require 
almost nothing from me.

I’m not a writer by trade, unless 
you count the (by now) millions 
of lines of software written over 
a 40-year career as a software 
engineer. But my basic training 
in writing was pounded into me 
in freshman English at GHS. 
If you’re willing to count my 
own meager publication history 
(two short stories and a history 
book), there were at least three 
published authors to emerge from that class – myself, Jamie Beckett 
(Burritos and Gasoline, The Lifeboat Augusta Series, and a monthly column 
in AOPA Pilot magazine), and perhaps the most famous, Candace 
Bushnell (Sex in the City). Who knew that those grammar exercises and 
creative writing assignments that I didn’t really like all that much would 
bring me to this point?

People often ask me why it matters. Why is grammar important and 
why does usage matter? It matters because being clear and concise in 

communication is important. Using the right words in the right way is 
just as important as structuring your software such that it doesn’t crash 
in the middle of keeping an airplane in flight or a nuclear reactor from 
melting down. It’s as important as a musician playing in tune so that the 
symphony sounds “right.” (Is it me or does “this is different to that” – 

which I see more and more by the 
way – grate on your ears like an 
out of tune note in the middle of a 
Beethoven opus?)

Once the correct words are 
chosen (“this is different FROM 
that”), then nothing affects a 
sentence more than punctuation. 
All those little marks are just 
written methods to help make 
the sentence sound like it would 
if one were talking. Some writers 
(Cormac McCarthy comes to 
mind) use little. Some use a lot. 
But all of them use punctuation 
to get their point across and 
effectively communicate.

As an illustration of just how 
important punctuation is, and I 

guess as a statement of just how 2020 has treated most of us, see the 
illustration that accompanies this article. It shows just how incorrect 
punctuation can totally change the meaning of the message one is trying 
to communicate.

Remember: Punctuation matters!

I'm giving up drinking until 
Christmas.

Sorry, bad punctuation.
I'm giving up. Drinking until

Christmas.

Why Punctuation Matters by Francis G. Way
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Hiram’s Travelers Chapter of the Widow’s Sons was formed 
in Marshall County, Alabama in 2015, by nine brothers 
including WB Edmund M. Hart II. WB Hart is a Past 

Master of Bayview Lodge No. 120 in Niantic, and he served as the first 
president of the Hiram’s Travelers Chapter. Every year on Memorial Day 
weekend, Hiram’s Travelers Chapter hosts a charity ride in support of 
Sampson’s Strength Sustainable Veterans Project (http://www.sssvp.org).

 Sampson's Strength Sustainable Veterans Project gives homeless 
veterans a place to live on a temporary basis, while also providing 
job training, counseling, and help in receiving their VA benefits, as 
they reengage and reintegrate back into society. Sampson’s Strength 
was founded by Brother David Flounders, a Master Mason from 
Connecticut who was a member of Moosup Lodge No. 113. Brothers 
Hart and Flounders served together in the 1109th AVCRAD in Groton, 
and when they reunited in Alabama, the chapter adopted Sampson’s 
Strength as their charity.

Each year the Chapter gives awards to riders who participate in the 
charity ride. Typical awards are Oldest Rider, Furthest Rider, Oldest 
Bike, Largest Group, and sometimes Youngest Rider. In 2020, WB 
Hart was in charge of making the awards. While he admits to not 
being the most artistic person, WB Hart made the wood plaques with 
a Dremel tool.

Wanting to give out some awards that are not commonly presented, 
he created two additional awards for the ride. The first was for the 
Largest Masonic Group. The second was to be presented to the rider 
who had been a Mason the longest and was named after a brother who 
greatly influenced WB Hart’s Masonic journey.

WB Hart named the award in honor of RWB Arthur E. Richards, 
who WB Hart first met after petitioning Bay View Lodge No. 120. 
RWB Richards is a member of Bayview Lodge No. 120 and served the 
Grand Lodge of Connecticut as the District Deputy of Masonic District 
8B in 1986-88. He was the chairman of WB Hart’s investigation 
committee.

After the committee returned a favorable finding and WB Hartf was 
elected to receive his degrees, RWB Richards kept in regular contact 
with WB Hart, and invited him to carpool with him and several other 
brothers. Once WB Hart became a brother, RWB Richards would travel 
with him to other lodges as well.

This began a friendship that went beyond the bond of brotherhood, 
and RWB Richards became a mentor and father figure. RWB taught 
him life lessons and provided him with memorable sayings such as, 
"People never have time to do something right the first time, but 
they always have time to do it over again," and "Whenever building 
something, start with a good foundation and everything else will fall in 
place otherwise you will be continually making adjustments to make it 
right." 

During their many talks, RWB Richard said that he didn’t understand 
why people wait until someone passes before their lives are honored. 

That remark stuck with WB Hart for a long time and when seeing a 
memorial award given posthumously, he would think “too bad they 
didn't show their appreciation to that person in their lifetime.” For this 
reason, he decided to honor RWB Richards during his lifetime and 
present that award for the charity ride. “Hopefully, it will show how 
much he means to me and countless others.”

The 2020 Charity Ride drew Masons from as far away as Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Illinois, and Arizona. The brother who won Arthur E. 
Richards Award is WB Joel Wells a Master Mason from Birmingham, 
Alabama. He is a 32-year Master Mason and a three-time Past Master, 
twice at Huffman Lodge No. 633 and once at Bush Lodge No. 777. 

The event raised over $2,500 for Sampson's Strength, there were 77 
motorcycles, and over a 100 people heard WB Hart talk about his love 
for RW Brother Art Richards while presenting the award.

(l-r)WB Ed Hart with 
WB Joel Wells, winner 
of the Arthur Richards 
Award. 

Hiram’s Travelers Chapter Presents 
Arthur E. Richards Award by Edmund M. Hart, II

The Arthur Ruchards Award plaque, 
hand created by WB Hart.
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Washington Lodge 
No. 19 Donates to 
Boy Scouts 
by Roy Nealon

On November 9, under the stars in front of 
Washington Lodge No. 19, Boy Scout Troop 
63 of Monroe was presented with their annual 
donation from the lodge. This year's donation 
was $700. 

Practicing social distancing the presentation 
was done on the steps of the lodge. The weather 
was amazing.

District 1 
Lodges 3, 5, 6, 8, 19, 65, 67, 85, 104, 109, 107, 142, 144, 149

District 1 continued on page 15
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Washington Lodge 
No. 19  Refurbishes 
Parking Lot
Washington Lodge No. 19 took advantage of the 
COVID-19 pandemic to redo the parking lot. Thanks to 
all the brothers for their continued support of the lodge to 
make this happen.

Washington Lodge No. 19 Restores By-laws From 1865
Washington Lodge Historian Allan Buttrick III found a bindery company to restore the Washington Lodge No. 19 By-laws ledger from 1865. 
This is one of many historical books the lodge possesses. It’s great to see it restored to pristine condition, so it can maintain the history of the 
lodge for future generations.

District 1 continued from page 14
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These are uncertain times, to be sure. 
We’re in the midst of a global pandemic 
while simultaneously contending with 
socio-political upheaval; potential 
economic collapse; climate change; 
overpopulation; the existential risks of 
artificial intelligence; etc. etc. Yet, there is 
another insidious sort of meta-problem, 
one that might be more damaging in 
application than any of those mentioned 
above, and that is the specter of fear. 
Social and mainstream media seem to 
be saturated with messages of paranoia, 
hopelessness, doom, and gloom. Fear is 
being wielded as a rhetorical device to 
sway public opinion and to control the 
actions of the vulnerable and undiscerning. 
This is a primary issue because, without 
cultivating the clarity to recognize fear 
as the currency of control, we run the 
risk of being swept into the melee of 
disinformation, manipulation and, 
ultimately, the unwitting manifestation of 
the very dystopia we’re hoping to avoid. 

I believe that the teachings of 
Freemasonry can help.

The first step is to gain a nuanced 
perspective on the situation: to see through 
the rhetoric, the sophistry and the fear-
mongering. The trivium (grammar, 
rhetoric, and logic) is our foundation to 
this end. The Fellowcraft is introduced to 
these subjects in the lecture appertaining 
to that degree. We must train ourselves to 
detect logical fallacies and the sophistic use 
of rhetoric in social and mainstream media. 
We should look at some of the broader 
metrics. For instance, did you know that: 
human beings are living longer, healthier 
lives than ever before? Global GDP is, by 
far, the highest it has ever been? Extreme 
poverty is almost a third of what it was in 
1990? Deaths from warfare are the lowest 
they have ever been in recorded history? 
Deaths from AIDS and many other 
diseases are at significantly lower rates than 
ever before? Fewer people are starving than 

ever? Fewer children and mothers are dying 
in childbirth than ever? More kids than 
ever are going to school? (Sources: www.
ourworldindata.org; United Nations, Polity 
IV.) In short, there is greater health and 
wealth and less death and misery than at 
any other time in the recorded history of 
our species. By objective metrics, these are 
the greatest times ever. 

Of course, there is always room for 
improvement. While many “real” problems 
are the most manageable they’ve ever 
been, we appear to be experiencing critical 
levels of fear. Though we may feel isolated, 
especially during intervals of quarantine, 
we need to remember that our power 
and influence is also atomized – each 
of us contains a unit of that power and 
influence. We have the power to turn 
off negativity. We have the power not to 
support pathological systems. If social or 
mainstream media seems to be poisoning 
your consciousness (which it more than 
likely is), turn it off – these sick systems 
cannot survive without your attention. 
Delete your account. We have so much 
information at our fingertips – use it to 
change the world. 

If you see that an individual or 
corporation is acting irresponsibly or in a 
way that is antithetical to what you feel is 
‘true’, ‘ethical,’ or otherwise ‘right’ to the 
best of your current level of knowledge, 
then do not support that individual 
or corporation. The more we focus on 
negativity, the more it permeates our lives 
and we find ourselves actively contributing 
to sick systems that propagate fear and 
negativity. Conversely, the more we focus 
on the virtuous and the positive in our 
lives, the more those elements will grow, 
magnify and spread. 

These are not trite idealistic platitudes 
– this is the true esoteric power of 
Freemasonry. As Freemasons, we are 
instructed and charged to live by our 
principles. It is only by actualizing 

our potential as individual units of 
consciousness and by becoming the truest 
and most authentic versions of ourselves 
(i.e. “Perfect Ashlars”) that we may become 
the very Hermetic macrocosm with which 
only a healthy macrocosm may resonate. 
The world tends to organize itself around 
our thoughts and actions – believe it 
– these are ancient cosmic principles 
and they constitute much of the hidden 
mysteries of Freemasonry. Freemasonry 
changes the world through the 
imaginations and actions of Freemasons. 
Visualize your ideal life; see it in your 
mind’s eye; smell it, taste it, touch it and 
imbue it with as much vitality and energy 
as you can. Be a beacon of Light in your 
life; in your family’s life; in your friends’ 
life. While we may not be able to change 
anyone else’s mind or behavior, we have 
the power to practice the principles of 
Freemasonry in our own lives to the best of 
our abilities, and this is how change begins. 

Can Freemasonry Save The World?
by Jaime Paul Lamb
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District 3 
Lodges 7, 1, 12, 17, 42, 47, 55, 64, 76, 78

Harmony Lodge No. 42 Hold Necrology Service and Awards 
Night by Shane Dufresne

On Thursday November 5, Harmony Lodge No. 42 held its annual Necrology Service Program and Awards Ceremony. The necrology program 
remembers any brother who passed to the Celestial Lodge within the past year. Brothers William Cuttler and Robert Hallock were remembered 
after laying down their working tools earlier this year. The program was done by WB Russ Griswold. 

A 50-year pin was presented to Brother Edmund Jayaraj by RWB Shane Dufresne, Grand Senior Steward. Incremental service pins were also 
presented to several brothers by SW Matt Elwell, who presided in the East for the evening’s events. 

Harmony Lodge's Robert S. Walker Award was presented to MWPGM Thomas M. Maxwell by RWB Martin Macary. The award is given to a 
brother who exemplifies what it means to be a Mason and who is an exemplary example of a Mason. The award is given annually in memory of the 
1928 Grand Master. MWB Walker was a member of Harmony Lodge, and he was a very instrumental force in Waterbury's Freemasonry history in 
the early part of the 20th century.

Brother Edmund Jayaraj (4th from left) received his 50-year pin.

MWB Thomas Maxwell receives the Robert S. Walker 
Award from RWB Martin Macary.
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District 4 
Lodges 1, 9, 16, 22, 30, 38, 63, 66, 77, 79, 87, 89, 97, 115, 125, 332, 500, MLR

Meridian Lodge No. 77 
Honors Its Founders
by Nicholas A. Valinsky 

On the morning of October 10, the brothers of Meridian Lodge No. 
77, dressed in tuxedos, aprons, and masks gathered at Meriden’s East 
Cemetery where 11 of their 13 founders are buried. They recognize 
and celebrated their collective legacy in establishing a lodge, which has 
subsisted since 1851. 

As the previous weekend had seen the brothers of Meridian Lodge 
dedicate their efforts to help care for the cemetery by way of weed 
whacking, downing trees, and more generally restoring some dignity to 
their founders’ final resting places, this weekend was all about presenting 
their work to the public and telling their founders’ story.  

Meridian Lodge was honored to have not only Most Worshipful 
Grand Master Stephen W. Petri and Grand Senior Warden Bruce R. 
Bellmore in attendance but also many representatives from the Meriden 
Historical Society.  

Led to the grave of Meridian’s first Worshipful Master, Rev. John 
Parker, by Sphinx Highlander bagpiper, Bro. Gary Jensen, the Masons in 
attendance marched double file up the crest of the cemetery’s hillside to 
show their respect to their deceased brethren.  

Upon the arrival of the socially distanced brethren at the gravesite, 
RWB Bellmore offered a beautiful invocation for the morning ceremony. 

After leading the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance and the National 
Anthem, WB Nicholas A. Valinsky extended a hearty welcome to those 
in attendance, detailing not only the history of Meriden but also the 
long survival story of Meridian Lodge No. 77.  Chronicling the path 
to a charter, which saw the men of Meriden denied multiple times over 
the course of decades, the attendees heard how the great brothers of 
Meridian Lodge, one of whom would later become the first mayor of 
Meriden, finally received their charter on January 1, 1851. Specifically 
recognizing the Parker brothers (Rev. John and Charles Parker) who 
were consecutive first and second Worshipful Masters of Meridian 
Lodge, WB Nick, laid corn, wine, and oil at the graves of the two to 
recognize their dedication to the Craft.

Speaking more particularly about the history of East Cemetery, Brian 
Cofranceso, a director of Meriden’s Historical Society, delighted the 
audience with interesting tales of the cemetery. He shared was largely 
funded by private trusts until the 1960’s despite the city owning the 
property since 1845. He detailed that while so many of the street names 
of Meriden belong to the men and women buried at East Cemetery, it 
is largely cared for today by private individuals, the historical society 
being one such group. He emphasized the need to not only celebrate our 
history but also to look after the legacy of those Meridians who walked 
before us. 

MWGM Stephen W. Petri graciously concluded the morning 
ceremony with remarks regarding the opportunity to use this day of 
remembrance to drive future endeavors in Masonry.  

Continued on page 19
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After the ceremony was concluded, the brothers 
of Meridian Lodge asked all those in attendance 
to take an evergreen, find a Masonic grave, and 
place it on the grave to remember them. It was 
a day that the brothers of Meridian Lodge will 
remember for some time and they would like to 
thank all those that helped to make such a great 
event, even during the age of COVID-19, so 
wonderful. 

District 4 continued from page 18

Widow’s Son Lodge No. 66 Installs Brother Frank  
The Scarecrow on the Green by David Cole

Widow's Son Lodge No. 66 of Branford placed Brother 'Frank Scarecrow' on the Branford Green in the spirit of Halloween and in support of the 
Branford Garden Club.  Brother Frank is pretty much a slacker and vowed not to move from his spot until November 3. 

Along with his prominent spot, a donation was made to the 
Branford Garden Club who holds this yearly fundraiser.  All 
proceeds are used for Beautifying Branford Baskets on the Green, 
Daffodil Project, Wreaths and Décor at Libraries, and Civic 
Development Projects.   Per the Grand Lodge Rules “Brother” Frank 
the Scarecrow was wearing his mask.

The Branford Garden Club 
presents, the Tenth Annual 
SCARECROWS ON THE 
GREEN over two weeks and 
three weekends, Friday, October 
16 through Tuesday, November 3.

(l-r) JD Charles Miller, 
'Brother' Frank the 

Scarecrow, SS Randy Frazier, 
JW Jonathan Collingwood
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District 6 
Lodges 4, 25, 28, 70, 73, 88, 145, PLR

Wyllys-St. John’s Lodge No. 4 Recognizes MWB Melvin 
Johnson by Graeme K. MacKenzie

During the Stated Communication on October 5 at Wyllys-Saint John's Lodge No. 4 in 
West Hartford, the brethren paid homage to Most Worshipful Brother Melvin E. Johnson 
as he visited his home lodge. As the night came to a close, Worshipful Master Graeme K. 
MacKenzie called forth MWB Johnson to receive a proclamation from the lodge. It read as 
follows:

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Most Worshipful Grand Master Melvin Edward Johnson was Initiated, 
Passed and Raised in Wyllys-Saint John’s No. 4, that most Antient Lodge chartered in 
1762 in Hartford, Connecticut; and

WHEREAS, MW Melvin E. Johnson has served his lodge admirably, both as Master 
of the lodge and through his continued interest in its welfare; and

WHEREAS, MW Brother Johnson has distinguished himself as a Mason through 
his involvement at all levels of Blue Lodge, Grand Lodge, and the appendant bodies; 
and

WHEREAS, Most Worshipful Brother Melvin E. Johnson has brought great honor 
to his home lodge by ascending to the position of Most Worshipful Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of Connecticut of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons for the 2019-
2020 term; and

WHEREAS, MW Brother Johnson, through his kind demeanor, just decisions and overall interactions with mankind has always brought 
credit and honor to the fraternity.

NOW THEREFORE, the Brothers of Wyllys-Saint Johns’ Lodge No. 4 A.F. & A.M., do hereby recognize Most Worshipful Brother Melvin 
E. Johnson as a Mason of great distinction, of whom Wyllys-Saint John’s Lodge #4 takes great pride in being associated with.

SO RESOLVED, under the seal of the lodge, on the 17th day of February 6020 Anno Lucis, 2020 Anno Domini.
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District 7 
Lodges 2, 43, 51, 81, 95, 112, 119, 131

Jeptha Lodge No. 95 
Contributes to Stanton 
House Roof Fund by John Main

In honor of the town of Clinton and its heritage, on September 
22, at the regularly scheduled meeting of Jeptha Lodge No. 95, the 

brothers presented a $500 
contribution to the Adam 
Stanton House “Raise 
the Roof” fund. Brother 
Bob Bruch, board of 
directors president and 
town historian of Clinton 
accepted the donation 
to the museum. Brother 
Bob has worked with the 
historic preservation of 
the town, the Indian River 
Cemetery and the Stanton 
house for many years.

The Adam Stanton House and General Store was built in 1791. 
Belonging to the original Stanton family, the house provides a glimpse 
into 18th and 19th century life in a privileged New England family 
home. In 1916, the house was left in trust by Adam Stanton's heirs to 
become a house museum. It has been open to the public ever since.

The Home contains a rare trove of original documents and inventory, 
the General Store was operated by the Stantons throughout the 1800s. 
Selling a wide array of dry goods from baskets to salt to tools and tea, 
the store's ledger books document prices paid and charged for things 
that were essential to daily life in early Colonial times. In his will, Lewis 
Stanton left his estate along with the entire contents of the house. That 
included clothing, furnishings, china, documents, store inventory and 
even “to do” lists, all of which belonged to the three generations of 
Stantons who once lived there.

Due to pandemic restrictions, the Stanton House museum was unable 
to hold its annual fundraising events. Times may have changed during 
the pandemic, however, the urgent need to put a new roof on the Adam 
Stanton House remains critical. The roof project is estimated to cost 
$100,000. To date over $18,000 has been raised thanks to the generous 
support of the public.

The Adam Stanton House museum is grateful for any “Raise the 
Roof” donations, large or small, that you can make. Donations 
may be made online: (https://secure.squarespace.com/checkout/
donate?donatePageId=5d76e6b237a52f73f2689c7e&ss_cid=0d3caade-
7542-4c97-9a70-119f3a6c61b7&ss_cvisit=1601593427079&ss_
cvr=4288c909-22ad-4454-9e77-cd46cbfac0cb%7C1601593421318%
7C1601593421318%7C1601593421318%7C1)

or by mailing a check to the Adam Stanton House, Inc., P.O. Box 
63, Clinton, CT 06413. The Adam Stanton House, Inc., museum is a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. All contributions are tax deductible.
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Legislation passed at the October Semi-Annual Communication 
of the Grand Lodge removed the “no-nominations” rule for 
the Masonic offices of Treasurer and Secretary. While I am 

very happy to see us going into this direction, it still pains me to see 
a clear disregard by our Grand Lodge to address a larger problem in 
our jurisdiction: that this rule regarding no nominations is killing the 
Craft, on the Blue Lodge level, but to some degree in Grand Lodge, 
as well. 

In 1912, MWB Randolph B. Chapman issued an edict during 
his custodianship of the Craft that began our jurisdiction’s policy 
forbidding nominations for officers. The reasons for his decision were 
not very clear, as he wrote in the Grand Proceedings of 1912: “Can 
a brother, at the annual communication of a lodge, rise and place in 
nomination, or name a brother by suggestion, for any elective office 
of the lodge? Answer. To my mind, the idea of open nominations is 
repugnant, and it is an unwritten law of Masonry that such a course 
is un-masonic.”

This decision, in my opinion, set a standard for failure from its 
inception. While at the time of this ruling, there was no real issue 
with the number of members to fill its officer roles, today we are 
more than 40 years into a decline of membership with no clear 
solution to end the spiral. There is a need for strong leadership to 
redefine Masonry in this new era.

Looking at this rule, historically it is a new design, as it is not 
repeated across jurisdictions or within the appendant and concordant 
bodies, who year after year nominate slates of officer lines with little 
or no problem. So why is this a problem in Connecticut Blue Lodge 
Masonry? Did Grand Master Chapman see it as a detriment the 
harmony of the Craft? Looking into this, we should assume not; 
we as Masons should already be good men progressing to a higher 
standard. If we could not debate, in a harmonious manner together 
in lodge, who shall lead, then we have no business calling ourselves 
Freemasons in the first place. 

Choosing the best leaders in this trying time is of the utmost 
importance as we reestablish relevance in the 21st century. A 
corporation’s board of directors doesn’t roll through a line of 
members, year after year, with no clear plan to be chairman. They 
choose the best leader (hopefully) for the job who has a clear plan to 
build the business and who is held accountable for his actions. And if 
he or she is not doing the job, or the plan is found to be ineffective, 
he or she is replaced. 

While that is more cut-throat than we need to be, only the best 
leaders, with the drive and time to put into the job, should be put 
up to lead our lodges and Grand Lodge. Good leaders aren’t born, 
they’re made. Through many development courses, like that of the 
Emerging Leaders Program put forth by the Grand Encampment 
of Knights Templar, many future leaders are given the tools to be 

the leaders of tomorrow. But unless we move to phase out the rule 
prohibiting nominations in Connecticut, many of those who would 
be fit to lead their lodges may never have the chance. 

As it stands, the progressive line model is what has been utilized 
in most jurisdictions. In Connecticut, with many lodges in decline, 
most enter the line in their lodge not soon after being raised to 
Master Mason. As brothers drop out, we see brothers being rushed to 
the East in less than five years, giving them little to no time to build 
themselves up with the lessons of their degrees. Many times, they 
burn out and lodges lose them before they even make it to the East. 
This is not a viable model for improvement. Those willing to serve 
and serve best should be given the ability to do so. 

With nominations, we could finally debate the real issues within 
our Craft, set a working plan to improve with an officer line willing 
to work together for the greater good of the Craft. Many lodges, with 
lower membership are already forced to break then rules as they must 
discuss or suggest the line for next year prior to meeting. It is not fair 
that they, especially when trying to get a leg up and move their lodge 
in the right direction, be forced to violate the rules to choose their 
Master.

On Grand Lodge level, the yearly officer list given at our sessions 
is, without blatantly saying so, a suggested nomination for the Grand 
Line. Most of the attendees who are voting members only look at the 
list and move the next brothers up. How many of them have given a 
clear and concise plan for their year at the head of the Craft? 

For a society that says they have no real secrets, we blindly vote 
for the next brother without knowing who he is or hearing what he 
plans to do until after he is elected. Our Grand Officers should not 
be held down in this manner but encouraged to contribute to the 
overall plan of the Grand Body in a progressive manner. The voting 
members should know who they are voting for not only in name, but 
also his values, his contributions to Masonry thus far, and what he 
can bring to the table if elected by the membership. It shouldn’t be 
solely because “he’s next in line.” We should choose him because he 
is willing to lead us to a better level of stability.

I implore you all to reconsider the past and make way for the 
future: We need to open the floor to the debate on being able to 
nominate and choose the best leaders for our lodges, our Grand 
Lodge, as it is done elsewhere in Masonry. We are civil men, and we 
can debate in such a manner even in choosing our leaders. Let’s not 
just choose names to add to the book as footnotes to history: Let 
us make the men who will be forever remembered as the ones who 
brought our great and noble Craft to a more enlightened era; one 
that will stand the test of time and the inundations of man’s follies.

The Elephant in the Room: An Opinion on 
Connecticut’s “No-Nominations” Policy

by Michael D. Sabia, Jr.
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2020 Virtual Masonicare 
Wine & Beer Tasting: 
Reimagined to Stay 
Safe, Stay Home & Still 
Have Fun! by Emma Tuthill

This spring, the emerging pandemic almost upended 
Masonicare’s annual Wine & Beer Tasting community 
fundraiser for Masonicare residents and patients in financial 

need. But thanks to the ingenuity of the Masonicare Wine & Beer 
Tasting Committee and The Masonic Charity Foundation staff, the 
decision was made to transition to a virtual event, rather than cancel 
altogether. 

Masonicare’s long-time food services partner, Morrison Living, and 
the Hospitality team at Masonicare at Ashlar Village stepped up to 
the challenge of providing each virtual event attendee from across 
Connecticut with an at-home care package, filled with wine, beer, 
and safely pre-packaged hors d’oeuvres to sample and share with their 
family and friends. In addition to the food and drinks, each virtual 
attendee received a Masonicare coaster, printed event program, and 
access to an online silent auction and self-guided tour of Masonicare 
and its mission. 

“All of the care packages I gave away were received with total awe 
around what was included and how they were presented,” said Wine & 
Beer Tasting Committee member, Bonnie McWain. “And the content 
on the virtual site was just fantastic!”

In addition to curating an enjoyable – and safe – virtual event 
environment, the 2020 Masonicare Virtual Wine & Beer Tasting 
fundraiser was a great financial success. Thanks to outpouring of 
support from our corporate sponsors, the general community, and 
the Masonic Family, the Virtual Masonicare Wine & Beer Tasting 
event raised over $85,000 for residents and patients in financial need, 
supporting programs and services that enhance their quality of life. 

The Foundation extends a special thanks to the event’s most 
generous corporate sponsors – including Glenmede, M&T Bank, 
Ziegler, Connecticut Freemasons Foundation, Hancock Pharmacy, 
Netsmart, NOA Diagnostics, People’s United Bank, West Haven 
Medical Group, and Morrison Living – as well as Masonicare’s 
marketing department, who helped make the virtual transition 
possible. 

The publicly available virtual content is still accessible at www.
mcfevents.org/event-gallery. Enjoy the gallery of socially distanced 
selfies and learn more about how Masonicare has adapted across the 
continuum of care to keep its residents and patients safe during these 
unprecedented times. 

Virtual Wine & Beer 
Selfie Gallery

Greene

Pyskaty

WentworthContinued on page 32
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Astronomy 
 by Jaime Paul Lamb

Astronomy is that art by which we are taught to read the wonderful 
works of the Almighty Creator in those sacred pages, the celestial 
hemisphere. Assisted by astronomy, we observe the motions, measure 
the distances, comprehend the magnitudes, and calculate the periods 
and eclipses, of the heavenly bodies. By it we learn the use of the 
globes, the system of the world, and the primary law of Nature. While 
we are employed in the study of this science, we perceive unparalleled 
instances of wisdom and goodness, and through the whole of creation 
trace the glorious Author by his works.    

Preston, Illustrations of Masonry

Astronomy (from the Greek: ἀστρονομία, meaning 
“star arranging”) is the study of celestial objects and 
their movement in space. In modern times, astronomy 

and astrophysics have become increasingly conflated and 
the two terms are often used interchangeably. Astronomy 
has been specifically defined as “the study of the sun, moon, 
stars, planets, comets, gas, galaxies, gas, dust and other non-
Earthly bodies and phenomena.” Whereas astrophysics, as 
the name implies, is primarily concerned with the application 
the laws and theories of physics to the interpretation of 
observational data.

Astronomy, as we know it, has its origins in ancient 
Mesopotamia, among civilizations such as the Sumerians and the 
Akkadians (and, later, the Assyrians and Babylonians), beginning 
with the advent of recorded history in the early 4th century until 
the Fall of Babylon in 539 BCE. The discoveries and methodology 
established during this period were to inform and influence the 
development of astronomy in India, China, Islam and the West. 
The astronomy of these civilizations was inextricably woven into a 
fabric which also contained their theology, mythology, agricultural 
cycles and prognostication, thereby making it indistinguishable 
from what we now think of as astrology. In fact, the art and the 
science of celestial observation were not completely separated 
until the Copernican Revolution in the 16th century, with 
the mathematization of astronomy. 

Not only does astronomy represent the culmination of 
the quadrivium, but it is the very bedrock upon which these 
studies rest. Astronomy is, at once, the capstone and the 
foundation of the quadrivium. The sexagesimal system, which 
was developed by dividing the plane of the ecliptic into 360° 
(approximately one degree for each day of a solar year), forms the 
base numerical system of how we quantify our degrees, planar 
angles, hours, minutes and seconds, etc. It is used to quantify our 
spatial and temporal orientation and it forms the quantitative 
basis of the method by which organize our experience of space-
time. It is the very system by which we measure our seconds, 

minutes, hours, days, months, years, precessional ages and Great 
Years – and it is based on astronomical observation; ergo, all 
arithmetical operations of a spatial or temporal nature are in 
reference to data gleaned from astronomicalobservation. 

Likewise, the Harmony of the Spheres has been an ever-
present philosophical problem, linking the domains of both 
music and astronomy, for at least two and a half millennia. So 
symbolically entangled are music and astronomy that one may be 
reticent to question whether the seven tones of the diatonic scale 
and the twelve tones of the chromatic scale are but a microcosmic 
reflection of the seven visible planets and the twelve signs of 
the zodiac projected onto the collective unconscious of man. In 
fact, by way of analogical thinking and from the perspective of 
Hermetic philosophy, they are precisely that. In other words, 
we can say with certainty that the seven classical planets and the 
twelve signs of the zodiac, over the course of many millennia, have 
made a deeply symbolic, though largely unconscious impression 
on mankind’s collective psyche. 

We may support this conclusion simply by referencing the 
myriad examples of planetary and zodiacal themes which have 
provided an allegorical foundation upon which mythological 
narratives are erected; as well as the presence of astrological 
symbolism common to art, the cinema, alchemical codices and 
dreams. The Western mind is absolutely saturated with concepts, 
images and schemata inherited from ancient cultures such as the 
Sumerians and the Egyptians, which they had gleaned some five 
millennia ago from their astronomical observations; and there is 
no question that this inheritance has colored mankind’s creative 
output at a very base, perhaps subconscious level over such a 
protracted period.    

This concludes our seven-part series on the seven liberal arts 
and sciences. While space has prohibited us from getting into 
the sort of detail these subjects deserve, it is hoped that the 
cursory introductions and the historical contextualizations 
provided here have inspired your continuing interest in these 
seven fundamentals of a classical education, as prescribed in our 
Fellowcraft degree.
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Master Mason Celebrates  
21-Years of Holiday Cheer by Donald M. Casey, Jr

Brother Eugene Halliwell, a Master 
Mason from Corinthian Lodge 
No. 104, has been celebrating the 

holidays for the past 21 years with his 
“Wonderland at Roseville” light display in 
Fairfield. 

Brother Eugene and his family have 
created a magnificent display consisting 
of 350,000 lights and 2,000 figures. 
While the display is free of charge to 
the public, the Halliwell Family created 
a personal fundraising project. All 
donations received from patrons are given 
to the Shriner’s Hospital. “Wonderland 
at Roseville” is located at 226 Roseville 
Terrace, Fairfield. The light display is 
open to the public from Thanksgiving 
night until New Year’s weekend. 

For more information, please visit the 
“Wonderland at Roseville” Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
WonderlandatRoseville/). 

 

Now You Can See Your Own Masonic Record!

Our Grand View membership system enables all Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut brothers to access their own 
records and update their contact information (address, 
email, telephones). You will also be able to view your 
Masonic history and any offices you held.

From the “My Portal” you will have direct access to 
your lodge’s information. Also under “My Portal” you 
also will have access to a number of different Masonic 
related “Resources” at your fingertips. Under “Master 
Mason” you will find the Rules & Regulations,

 Master Path Program, the Master Ritualist Award 
information, and the Official Lodge Directory, among 
other items.

Under “Seminars” you will see a number of 
informational Masonic lectures that you may view at your 
leisure.

So join your other brothers in this new and exciting 
way of coming together with your lodge! 

To access your record, go to:
• The Grand Lodge of Connecticut website at https://

ctfreemason.net and select “Member Portal.”. This 
will bring you to the Grand View sign in page, select 
Member Registration at the top right and follow the 
directions. 

• If you have any problems, please call the Grand 
Lodge office at 203-679-5903 or email at grandlodge 
ctfreemasons.net for person to person help.
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The Valley of Bridgeport and the Lafayette Consistory will present the 
32nd Degree at the Stratford Theatre on Monday December 7 at 7:30 p.m.  
This will be a video presentation, and due to social distancing requirements 
only a limited audience will be allowed to participate. Unfortunately, the 
apparent progression of the pandemic has made the cancellation of this 
year’s holiday party a necessity. The Valley of Bridgeport is looking forward 
to next year’s holiday season when the event can hopefully be successfully 
reconstituted. For those of you looking forward to the Silent Auction, the 
Valley will probably replace it with an online auction. Details are being 
worked out right now and, as always, the proceeds are slated to help the 
Children’s Dyslexia Centers continue their good works!

Victor Frankl, the well-known Holocaust survivor and psychiatrist, once 
penned “Everything can be taken 
from a person, but one thing: The 
Last of the Human Freedoms – to 
choose one’s attitude in any given 
set of circumstances, to choose 
one’s own way.”   

Which brings us to a realization 
that there are two types of freedom 
which we enjoy in our country. 
The Great Light at Galatians 5: 
1-13 discusses that man has been 
called to a state of liberty, free of 
bondage, in order to employ it for 
the benefit of one’s fellow man and 
not for satiation of matters of the 
flesh. This liberty is an important 
adjunct to Deity’s endowment to 
humanity of the unique power to 
exercise free will. No other creature 
has been granted this freedom. 
Only man is endowed with this 
ability to discern right from wrong, and to exercise free will in guiding his 
affairs during the course of a lifetime. 

This ability to direct our willpower yields a series of experiences that are 
instructive to our souls.  An environment where freedom readily exists will 
enable our souls to exercise our free will as often and as uniquely as we care to, 
and enables us to experience the widest possible spectrum of soul instructive 
events during a lifetime. We are thus personally responsible for all our thoughts 
words and deeds, a unique burden and evolutionary benefit for man. 

It is the employment of this freedom that determines the course, quality, 
and duration of our time spent on the Path of Return. Each thought, 
word, and action is a result of our thoughts and our actions based on these 
thoughts. Are our choices diminishing or increasing the Light within us? 
Deity who is ever omnipresent observes in silence and weighs our choices.  
As you sow so shall your reap. The ability to choose how you think, as 
posited by Viktor Frankl above, is the very essence of spiritual freedom. The 
material, economic, philosophical, or political realities in which one may 
find oneself at any point in time cannot affect this freedom of thought. 

Heraclitus once said, “The Soul is dyed in the color of its thoughts.” No 
matter when or where you are, you have the freedom of choice to express 
your character. What you do is who you become. Personal liberty attached 
to personal responsibility is the formula for spiritual growth. Recognizing 
consciously that you have freedom of will is the only thing that ensures your 
spiritual freedom. Remembering this frees us from the bondage of ill and 
negative thoughts as well as the tyranny of others.

Governmental freedom is a different issue altogether.  Clearly laws 
are required to protect the individual from the malfeasances of others.  
Philosophically however, the early founders of the nation understood that 
personal freedom was necessary for intellectual and spiritual progress.  They 
understood that a government that provides the maximum amount of freedom 

presents its people with the most 
fertile environment for spiritual 
advancement and evolution. They 
also understood that a balance 
between freedom and personal 
responsibility was necessary if 
this society were to function 
effectively. Thus, civil freedoms 
must be in effect earned by personal 
responsibility and civic virtue. They 
must of necessity co-exist. 

As the exercise of personal 
responsibility wanes, so does civil 
freedom.  The best way to manage 
personal responsibility is through 
education and not by sanction 
or edict.  The desire to do the 
right thing should be instilled 
from within, not imposed from 
authority above, as only volitional 
acts of “goodness” can improve 

the character of the individual and effectuate true soul growth. Compliance 
brought on by fear of penalty or sanction has no such salutary effect upon 
the soul as compliance is not volitional.  

Thomas Paine once penned that a free society is the fruit of our virtues 
while government is the product of our wickedness.  And so it is. A society 
that is imbued with an education of morality and civics would tend to 
decrease the need for sanctions and controls, as the population would 
effectively not engage in erroneous behaviors of its own volition. The need 
for a free society, and the individual’s spiritual progress would accelerate. 
The need for proper education has never been greater. The abject neglect of 
such teachings in the schools makes the need for the dissemination of the 
Rite’s core values even more critical than ever before. Freedom, both civil and 
spiritual, is what is at stake.

  As always, Lafayette Consistory, and the Valleys of Bridgeport, New 
Haven, and Waterbury stand ready to help further your understanding 
of the three degrees of Freemasonry. Should you have questions about the 
Scottish Rite, please feel free to contact me at the email address above, or call 
the Consistory office at (203) 375-0064.

Of Spiritual and Civil Freedoms
by John A. Amarilios, membership@lafayetteconsistory.com
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Valley of Hartford, AASR 
by David R. Blythe, Sr.

Happy Hanukkah, a Merry Christmas. and a Very Happy New Year: “The 
happiest moments in life are spent with family and friends.”

 Once again, we are approaching the holiday season and a New Year. 
It appears now that 2020 will be unlike any holiday season that most of us have 
ever seen or experienced. Granted, some of us were in military service during 
the holidays in far-away areas or have had our children living far away from us, 
and we were not able to spend the holidays together. Some of us may be going 
through a sad holiday season because of the loss of a close family member. And 
while we hope things will be better soon, it looks like a scaled-down holiday for 
most of us, because of the limited contact we are currently experiencing. 

The coronavirus continues to take its effect on the public. Halloween, both 
for the children and for those of us who enjoyed seeing the little ones dressed 
in their Halloween costumes, was a bust overall. Writing this article in early 
November, it appears that Thanksgiving is going to be another unforgettable 
experience, not being able to gather with family members and friends. So, let us 
all pray to the good Lord that things will return to normal as soon as possible.

In the Valley, we are still in lock down, abiding by the State of Connecticut 
and Grand Lodge guidelines. While we have taken in several candidates far from 
the one-day classes that the Supreme Council offered via DVD presentations 
online, they will not receive the 32nd Degree until December. Because of social 
distancing, the presentation will be limited to candidates, the officers of Nathan 
Hale Consistory, and a few invited guests. The event will be held in our Scottish 
Rite Cathedral. The degree will not be a live portrayal as we all know and have 
experienced but will be a presentation by the Supreme Council via the big 
screen in the auditorium. 

No other events are currently scheduled for the auditorium, but that 
doesn’t mean that nothing is happening at the Valley. Unlike past Decembers 
where you, your family, and friends were invited to come to the Cathedral 
to see Christmas movies and enjoy popcorn and ice cream, the Valley will be 
showing the movies over your computer for you and your family to enjoy. So 
be on the lookout for the dates in your emails from the Valley or contact the 
Valley Secretary for the dates. 

On a special note, the Secretary will be offering the movies to Grand Lodge, 
so that if they desire, they can let all Master Masons know about the showing. 
He will be contacting DeMolay and the Rainbow Girls as well. The system can 
support 500 screen viewers. So, plan on getting your own popcorn and watch the 
movies. It is hoped that they will bring a limited amount of joy into your family's 
life as you shelter in place during the virus.

Happy Hanukkah, a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year: “The 
happiest moments in life are spent with family and friends.” 
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The Holiday Gift
by Richard F. Denno

In March 1967, I met ‘MY’ most beautiful woman in the world, 
Margaret ‘Midge’ Lawson. Over the next 50-plus years, I reminded 
myself daily just how blessed I was to have her in my life. I often 

have told folks that I “married up.” 

Memories of Christmas, birthdays, and other special events are loving 
ones. The best part of Christmas was shopping for that perfect gift. The 
year I met Midge I bought her an expensive Scandinavian jacket for 
Christmas. She insisted that it was far too expensive a gift. I replied, 
“The pure joy I received from seeing the look on your face when you 
opened the box far exceeds the cost of the jacket.”

Like many gifts, especially clothing, fashion styles change over the 
years, as well as body shapes. What fit even a year ago might be too big 
or small today. But the jacket hung in her closet for over 50 years. 

As the recipient of the gift, she considered it priceless. 

So it is with organ recipients and donors. Because of the donation of a 
kidney by a total stranger, Midge was able to experience over nine more 
years of life, and all those precious moments during that time. What 

greater gift can one give to another than that of more time with loved 
ones and friends. When Midge passed away, she “paid the gift forward” 
by the donation of her corneas. Now the two recipients of her corneas 
enjoy, through the restoration or improvement of their sight, many 
special holiday moments for years to come.

This holiday season, what better gift than that of life. It’s as easy as 
going online to www.registerme.org and becoming an organ/tissue/eye 
donor. It truly is the gift that keeps on giving for years to come. 

On behalf of the Masonic Organ & Tissue Donor Awareness Program, 
we wish you Happy Holidays!

Remember, Don’t Take Your Organs to Heaven – Heaven Knows We 
Need Them Here!

To have your lodge events appear in the newspaper, please 
update your lodge website Google calendars prior to the 10th of 
the previous month. If your lodge needs assistance accessing the 
website, please have the Master, Secretary, or Calendar Admin 
contact the Help Desk: https://ctfreemasons.on.spiceworks.com/
portal. 

All times are supplied by the lodges. If there is a dinner, the time 
in the heading reflects that. The Connecticut Freemason newspaper 
is not responsible for errors. When traveling, please contact the 
secretary of the lodge to verify all times and events and to inquire 
about dinner reservations.

Note: Due to COVID-19 it is highly essential that any brother 
wanting to visit another lodge for a degree contact the Secretary or 
Worshipful Master. Numbers are still limited, and while the event 
may be published here, it may not actually be happening. 

Craft At Labor
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THE MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE 
OF ANCIENT FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS 

OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
 

Grand Lodge Proceedings for the Year 2018 
For Bro. Marshall K. Robinson 

M.W. Grand Master 
 
A limited number of soft bound printed copies are available 
for purchase for $26 each plus postage and Connecticut 
sales tax for a total of $31.27.  Proceedings are no longer 
sent to each lodge or to the permanent members in this 
jurisdiction. 
 
Electronic PDF copies are available at no cost via download 
off our membership system (Grand View) under Resources, 
Master Mason, Proceedings, or by emailing request to 
ecortezano@ctfreemasons.net. 
 

Additional copies of the Proceedings are available as supplies permit. 
No hardbound proceedings will be available for sale. 

 
Please make check payable to the Grand Lodge of CT and mail to: 

Grand Lodge of CT, 69 Masonic Ave., Wallingford, CT, 06492 
** please print clearly** 

---------&&---------&&---------&&---------&&---------&&---------&&---------&&-------- 

Email PDF version to:  

OR  

Mail  Proceeding(s) to the address below 

Check 

Amount:  

Send to:  

Address:  

City, State, Zip Code  

Telephone:  

Email:  
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Grand master’s  
circle 
$100 or more.

 
Harmon L. Andrews

Lowell H. Cantor

Al Chapman

Loretta & Ron Christensen

Carlton R. & Susan A. Csiki

Lester Culver, Jr.*

Aquiles P. Faustino

Leonard Finegold

Michael G. Fitting

John W. Ford

Robert Furce

David C. Gould

Bud Greenbacker

Theodore R. Hespler

Newton D. Holbrook, PDD 3A

Paul E. MacDonald

Bill Neely

John A. Novak

Paul S. Patterson

J. David Paulsen

Stephen Petri

Robert & Lori Polito

Bill Pruehsner

Alvin B. Reiner*

Marshall Robinson

Frederick W. Schmalz*

Deforest W. Smith

Gail N. Smith

Jack & Jane Sterry

William J. Strand*

Arthur R. Tinsz

Union Lodge No. 5

Richard R. Washburn

Andrew G. Weimann II

Andy Zeidler

In Memorium - Allan V. Johnson

In Memory of Rebecca A. 
Schoeck

Grand boosters 
$50 - $99.99 

Mario Accornero

Douglas T. Barrett

Paul F. Blake

Gustaf R. Bodin

Ed Childs

Bill Clark

Roger R. Cole

Jack Dilks

Sam Dunlop

Earl S. Evans

William H. Flagg

John M. Flynn

Aubrey & Carol Fisher*

Bill & Sandie Greene

Matthew F. Griffin

Sonny Hendel

David P. Hocking

Louis O. House IV

A. Albert Kandarian

Karl King

A. Richard Kirschner

Kenneth Kirschner

Sanford Lunt

Don Maehlenbrock*

Scott A. Mantz

James Maxwell

Richard & Wendy Memmott

Raymond E. Moore

Robert Peck

Matt Pelletier

Lewis W. Pennell

Anton Petras

Edwin J. Phelps, Jr.

John R. Ranney

Charles A. Rogers

Bradford H. Ross

Michael S. Shear

John R. Speicher

John H. Spencer

John Spencer

Rodney A. Spooner

John A. Sturges, Jr.

Gerald Thompson

Alex J. Tripoli

Dean True

Scott Werner

Gordon C. Willoughby

H. Frederick Wintsch

George R. Zack

 
The form to continue 
your financial support 
of this publication as 
a Booster is in page 21

Thank you for your generous contribution! Update: November 13, 2020 
An asterisk next to your name indicates that your support in the Booster list expires in one month. Please consider 

renewing your support of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper at your current rate or at the next level up.

After reviewing all of the receipts for Boosters, the lists are the Boosters who are current (i.e., within the 11 issue window). If your name does not appear and you 
feel that you should be on the list, please contact us. Note: Booster support is not deductible as a charitable contribution under IRC Section 170(c).

Continued on page 31
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lodGes & 
orGanizations 

Master Mason Level 
$250 +

Paul S. Patterson

Hospitality Lodge No. 128

Fellowcraft Level  
$150 - $249

Union Lodge No. 40

Entered Apprentice Level  
$75 - $149

Anchor Lodge No. 112

Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Coastal Lodge No. 57

Columbia Lodge No. 25*

Compass Lodge No. 9

Corinthian Lodge No. 63

CT Widows Sons Masonic 
Riders

Daytime Lodge No. 144

Evening Star Lodge No. 101

Ionic Lodge No. 110

Lafayette Consistory A.A.S.R.

Stratford Turkey Trot 5K

Temple Lodge No. 16

Union Lodge No. 5

booster 
$25 - $49.99 
 
Ray Barker

Donald Berry

Lew & Nancy Bither

Judd Blaze

David Brochu

Allen Bulmer

George W. Coulston

Glen E. Crowell

William G. Demetriades

Richard S. DiNardo

Ward M. Edgerton

Martin Evensen*

Rudolph A. Gaydos

Victor S. George

Donald R. Grohs

Robert D. Hafner

Peter J. Hunt*

Shelby P. Jackson III

Melvin Johnson

John Kinkade

Roger Knickerbocker

Paul R. Marte

Bob Miller

Fred W. Nanamaker, Jr.

Fred C. Neuffer

John R. Nordstrom

Sandra Osten

Mitchell K. Page

Anton Petras

Arthur M. Pugh

Martin L. Rudnick

James R. Savickas

Christian Schunmann

Robert J. Shopey II

Robert J. Shopey III

Robert J. Shopey, Sr.

William T. Shopey

Robert A. Simon

Thomas M. Smith

Jack Stevens

Dale E. Sweet

Gerry Usher

William Welsh, Jr.

Edward T. Willard, Jr.

Harold Wylie

 
The form to continue 
your financial support 
of this publication as 
a Booster is in page 21

Now you can support Connecticut Freemasons newspaper online! 
You spoke and we listened. There is now a PayPal dropdown Connecticut Freemasons Booster form 
on the Grand Lodge home page (ctfreemasons.net) just below the PDF version of the paper. Use the 
dropdown to select your level, click the “Pay Now” button and then follow the directions. You can 
pay with credit or debit cards or a PayPal account. The funds are used to help cover the printing and 
mailing expenses of the paper. 

Thank you for your generous contribution! Update: November 13, 2020 
An asterisk next to your name indicates that your support in the Booster list expires in one month. Please consider 

renewing your support of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper at your current rate or at the next level up.

After reviewing all of the receipts for Boosters, the lists are the Boosters who are current (i.e., within the 11 issue window). If your name does not appear and you 
feel that you should be on the list, please contact us. Note: Booster support is not deductible as a charitable contribution under IRC Section 170(c).
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Robertson

WANTED: Administrator for 
Masonic Lodge Building

Job descriPtion:

To oversee the maintenance, safety, upkeep, and overall day to day running of 
the New Haven Masonic Temple while working closely and communicating 
with the Project Manager, staff, vendors, and Masonic Temple Association. 
The ideal candidate will coordinate all needed maintenance and improvements 
while ensuring that the property complies with all applicable City, State, and 
Federal regulations. Additionally, you will coordinate building usage of owning 
organizations for meetings, events, and storage in addition to non-owner usage. 
Candidate must be motivated and committed to ensure and maintain the 
history, beauty, and tradition of this jewel of a building.

This is a part time job based on 25 hours per week. Flexible hours.

Job duties:

• Maintaining a safe environment with proper lighting, structures, and access.

• Drafting and updating emergency plans and evacuation procedures.

• Overseeing security, fire prevention, and other safety systems.

• Scheduling regular building maintenance and custodial work.

• Assisting the project manager and vendors for repairs and improvements as 
needed.

• Assisting the project manager to ensure proper completion of work by 
vendors and staff.

• Oversee grounds and property for seasonal upkeep.

• Providing training for building employees as needed.

• Evaluating employee performance and providing direction, correction, or 
additional training to ensure proper maintenance of the building.

• Scheduling contractors and employees.

• Resolving complaints, problems, and requests from building’s owners.

• Maintaining records of tenants, rentals, and calendar.

• Work with the Project Manager to regularly inspect the building for signs of 
damage or wear.

• Performing regular cleaning, maintenance, and handyman work for minor 
repairs.

• Communicate electronically as needed with staff, vendors, and employer.

buildinG administrator skills and Qualifications:

Self-Motivated, Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, Detail Oriented, 
Negotiation Skills, Customer Service Experience, Management or Human 
Resources Experience, Strong Leadership Skills, Maintenance Experience, 
Understanding of Building Codes and Safety Regulations, Ability to Set and 
Meet Goals, Results Oriented Behavior, email, calendar, computer skills, On-
the-Job Experience, Strong Written, Electronic, and Oral Communication Skills.

This position will provide competitive pay for part time hours which are flexible 
for the right candidate.

Please send your resume and cover letter detailing your experience and 
availability to: 

Steven Allinson at steven.allinson@yahoo.com

Virtual Wine & 
Beer Selfie Gallery

Attendees from across 
Connecticut enjoyed exciting 
virtual content and generous 

at-home care packages
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If – A Poem By Rudyard Kipling
by Andrew R. Melillo

The following poem was written by Brother Rudyard Kipling. He wrote it in a letter to his son John Kipling. Rudyard had spent a great deal of 
energy using his contacts to obtain an officer’s commission for John. Shortly after sending him this letter in 1915, John was killed at the Battle 
of Loos in France. Brother Rudyard spent much of his later life in France looking for where his son, Jack, had been buried. Rudyard was made a 
Mason in The Lodge of Hope and Perseverance, No. 782, English Constitution in Lahore, Punjab India where his father John Lockwood Kipling 
had taken up a post for the British government. 

If you can keep your head when all about you

  Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,

  But make allowance for their doubting too;

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

  Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,

  And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;

  If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim;

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

  And treat those two impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken

  Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,

  And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools:

If you can make one heap of all your winnings

  And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings

  And never breathe a word about your loss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew

  To serve your turn long after they are gone,

And so hold on when there is nothing in you

  Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,

  Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch,

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,

  If all men count with you, but none too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute

  With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,

  And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son!

Lt. John (Jack) Kipling

Rudyard Kipling
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July  31, 2020    

My Brothers, Family and Friends,

It is the core principle of Freemasonry to contribute to relief of poor and distressed Master Masons, their wives, widows, and orphans.  Since its 
inception in 1789, this principle has guided the Grand Lodge of Connecticut.  In our desire to serve our Brothers and families, as well as the 
communities in which we live, the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Connecticut created the CT Freemasons Foundation, its 501(c)3 charitable arm.

It is my honor this year to appeal to you to support the vital charitable activities of our Foundation by making a tax-deductible contribution to the 
CT Freemasons Foundation.  I have singled out three activities for your special consideration.

• First is the Matching Grant Program. It is designed to encourage Lodges to actively support charitable causes in their local communities 
by having the Foundation match the cash gifts made by the Lodges to those charities.  The size and scope of this activity will depend on the 
support you give to it in this Appeal.  The goal is to raise enough to match the first $1,000, dollar for dollar, and next $1,000 on a fifty cent per 
dollar basis.

• Second is the Masonic Model Student Assistance Program (MMSAP). This is a highly successful 35 year old program which MWB Ted 
Nelson has reintroduced to Connecticut.  Offered free to teachers and school administrators, it expands our commitment to protecting children 
as demonstrated by our CT Chip program. A seminar in April 2019 was so successful we immediately received a request by a school district to 
sponsor another seminar exclusively for that district.

• Third is our Grand Almoner’s Fund. As mentioned above, we are reminded continually of the importance of providing for “the relief of poor 
distressed Master Masons, their widows and orphans.”  Our Almoners provide a focus for ensuring this duty is carried out and the fund is an 
important element of that relief.

The Grand Master’s appeal supports many other charitable activities which are described in the brochure that was mailed to you. Additional information 
on these programs, as well as an opportunity to contribute through PayPal can be found on the Grand Lodge website at www.ctfreemasons.net. 

Fraternally,

 

M.W. Grand Master 2020

NOTE:  Donations can be made via PayPal on the Grand Lodge website: www.CTFreemasons.net

XXX-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------XXX

Make check payable to: CT Freemasons Foundation – mail to PO Box 69, Wallingford, CT 06492-0069 

To assist the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation in their ongoing work, I / we donate to the Grand Master’s Appeal as follows:

 Matching Grant Program
 Masonic Model Student Assist Program (MMSAP)
 Grand Almoner’s Fund
 Unrestricted Fund
 Other – please note in the memo section of your check 

 
   If your donation is “in honor of” or “in memory of” (circle one) a loved one, please include their name below:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________   

Please send notice of my gift to: _______________________________________________________________________  

Please contact me about how to include the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation as a beneficiary in my will.  ____________
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2020 Grand Lodge Officers (left to right)
Tony Angelica, Associate Grand Tiler Stephen W. Petri, M.W. Grand Master
Frank Mangerio, Associate Grand Tiler Bruce R. Bellmore, R.W. Grand Senior Warden
Carl H. Anderson, R.W. Grand Almoner Grant S. Gould, R.W. Grand Secretary
Brian E. Beals, Deputy Grand Treasurer Edward C. Page, R.W. Grand Senior Deacon
Mark H. Hawkins, Assistant to Grand Master Joseph R. Krusienski, R.W. Grand Chaplain
Gary Graham, R.W. Grand Organist Rinaldo F. Magliano, R.W. Grand Marshal
Les B. King, R.W. Grand Junior Deacon F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr., R.W. Grand Junior Steward
Andrew R. Melillo, R.W. Grand Historian Richard C. Memmott, Jr., R.W. Grand Tiler
Newtown Buckner III, R.W. Grand Treasurer Robert J. Kovi, Associate Grand Tiler
Joseph J. Porco, R.W. Grand Junior Warden James M. Anderson, Deputy Grand Secretary
William E. Bohman, R.W. Deputy Grand Master Missing Shane Dufresne, R.W. Grand Senior Steward

Officers of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M.  
of the State of Connecticut 2020-2021



Join us for one or all of our Virtual Zoom 
Nutmegger Reunions!

Program will include:
 
MW Brother Stephen Petri, 
Most Worshipful Grand Master 
 
Updates about Masonicare from: 
 
WB Robert Polito, Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
WB Jon-Paul Venoit, President and CEO 

Dates: 
Monday, March 1, 2021, 2pm
Wednesday, March 3, 2021, 2pm
Friday, March 5, 2021, 2pm

Since we are not able to meet in person 
the event is free of charge. Invitations will 

be sent in early January, 2021.

May your Holidays be blessed and filled with Peace.


