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South Windsor’s Masonic Family 
by Pat Kalinauskas

K-9 Primo

Officer Zavalick and K-9 Axel

Officer Grassi, K-9 Hades and Officer 
Mona

Officer Mona and K-9 Casus

K-9 Bobby, Officer Mazzoccoli and 
Temple Chapter members.

Home for Temple Chapter No. 53, Order of the Eastern 
Star is at 1559 Main Street in a white building next 
to an old town cemetery in South Windsor. When 

the chapter was looking for a new home13 years ago the lodge 
opened their doors to Eastern Star. 

The historic building then held two lodges that have now 
merged into one, Hartford Evergreen No. 88. They became 
known in the town and surrounding communities for their 
good-hearted participation in community events and their 
charity. Whether it was assisting in food drives, promoting 
CHIP and child safety events or supporting Boy Scout Troops, 
the lodge was right there.

Along with donating their time and effort in the community, 
members of the lodge also supported the South Windsor Police 
Department in two major projects. One was the purchase of four 
heavy-duty mountain bikes and uniforms for eight officers who 
were interested in using bicycles during patrols. The other was the 
purchase of body cams and related equipment and software. 

When Temple Chapter moved to South Windsor they needed 
a local charity. It happened that South Windsor was purchasing 
a new dog to join the K-9 Unit. Temple Chapter jumped at the 
chance to be a contributor to the support of the new dog Bobby, 
and his handler Officer Christina Mazzoccoli. Temple Chapter 
supported Bobby until the K-9 Unit was disbanded in South 
Windsor. However nearby East Hartford had a K-9 Unit and 
they would be happy to accept the support.

Officer Todd Mona with K-9 Primo, Officer John Zavalick 
with K-9 Axel, and Officer Steve Grossi with K-9 Hades of East 
Hartford greeted the Temple Chapter members for the first time 
with an exciting demo. Officer Zavalick and the 93-pound Axel 
retired in 2015. Primo retired in 2016 but he was given the 
chance to help train Casus, his successor. A little black German 
Shepard Dog puppy with ears that were almost as long as his 
body, Casus made his debut in 2014. He is spotlighted on the 
cover -- you can’t miss him! Casus finished the equivalent of 
boot camp for Police dogs in 2015. Hades is a special in that 
he is not a German Shepard Dog. He is a Belgin Malinois who 
weighs about 70 pounds and is faster than a speeding bullet.

The East Hartford Officers bring their dogs to the South 
Windsor Temple every year to put on a exhibition for the 
members of Temple Chapter highlighting new skills they may 
have learned. Needless to say when the black and whites turn 
down the lodge driveway, neighbors notice the commotion and 
join the chapter as they enjoy watching the exciting show. 

(See more photos on page 2.)
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I recently completed an intense leadership class offered 
by the York Rite Leadership Program, sponsored by The 
Grand Encampment of Knights Templar, The General 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons International, and The 
General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International. 
The leadership course, part of a series, was held in 
conjunction with the North East York Rite conference, and 
was open to any Master Mason. 

The recurring theme, to me, in Leadership 101, is 
paradigm. A paradigm is the way we think and understand 
that something needs to change. Too many refuse to see the 
need to change, so the paradigm stagnates and eventually 
there is a revolution. “We don’t need to change because there 
is no need to change” is often said by the people who refuse 
to see the need to improve. 

Throughout history man and Masons have needed to 
adapt to the changing environment. The early Templars 
accepted paradigm change and evolved from simply 
protecting pilgrims to international banking and a 
formidable military force. Masons throughout history have 
accepted change because of necessity. This leadership course 
helps open our eyes as Masons of the 21st century. The 
paradigm is changing, and we must as well.

Leadership courses usually have bullet points, and many 

in this course were the same as other training, but with 
updated terminology. Leaders lead people, managers 
manage objects. Managers determine the amount of 
water that flows thru a pipe, managers determine what to 
put on the store shelf. Leaders acknowledge people have 
feelings, ideas, and the ability to contribute, so guidance 
is required to get the task accomplished. A leader 
identifies the personality traits of his team and creates 
the opportunity for each team member to excel.

How do we take this message back to our lodges, 
chapters, and councils? As leaders we can make our 
meetings interesting and educational. We must make 
members and visitors want to come back for the next 
meeting. How do we make items outlined in our agendas 
such as minutes and reports interesting? Who gets to talk 
about what? We as Masons in the 21st century must shift 
our paradigm. We must think like a Millennial. 

If this article has peeked your interest in Masonic 
leadership, please email me (rscull72@gmail.com) and 
I will forward it to the York Rite Leadership Program 
administrator.

York Rite Masonic Leadership Program 
by Russell L.Scull, rscull72@gmail.com
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When you read this, we will be only a few weeks from 
our Semi-Annual Communication. One of the 
things you will be presented with at that time is a 

packet outlining an outstanding set of eight programs that RWB 
Joseph Porco, Chair of the Committee on Community Action, 
has developed in conjunction with the program coordinators, 
each of whom has assumed the responsibility for one of the 
programs. My gratitude goes out to each of these Brothers for the 
outstanding efforts they are making to ensure the success of this 
very important support initiative. I think you will be as impressed 
as I am with their efforts and dedication.

Some of the programs are new, some redefined, and some are 
continuations of programs you should be very familiar with. In 
one form or another, all have been successfully used by individual 
Lodges. But having them set out in such a concise and coordinated 
fashion is exciting.

I hope it will cause you, as it did me, to more carefully consider 
what we mean by “community” when we refer to “community 
action.” Merriam Webster has its prime definition “a unified body 
of individuals” and then gives several examples. A geographic area 
is only one, so parents concerned about their children’s safety, 
military veterans, teachers, and first responders are all examples 

of “communities.” 
You see this in 
several of the 
programs. This is 
important as you 
seek to serve your 
“community.”

Of all the 
community 
actions we can 
engage in, none is more important that ensuring that our Lodges 
are each a “unified body of individuals.” This requires a focus on 
the common history and interests that make us a “community” 
in every sense of the word. The secondary definition is especially 
important to us. It is “a social state or condition” and one of the 
examples Merriam Webster gives is “Fellowship.” This is key to 
each of us having a rich and rewarding Masonic experience.

I look forward to seeing you on October 19 as we gather to 
demonstrate the Fellowship and unity of common interests that 
define this wonderful community of ours.

Grand Master’s Message
by Melvin E. Johnson

The Leadership Rut 
by Charles W. Yohe

In the rural area of Pennsylvania where I grew up there 
were numerous unpaved roads in the 1950s. Toward 
spring time, when the ground would begin to thaw and 

the rains would come, it was not uncommon to see a sign 
posted to the effect that one should “Pick Your Rut Carefully 
– You’ll Be In It For A While!” That same warning is apropos 
to some of our Masonic lodges.

In a few short weeks, lodges will be holding their annual election 
of officers. If you belong to one of the fortunate lodges that has 
an intact progressing line of officers, congratulations! However, 
some of our lodges are not so blessed and they will be turning to 
their past master ranks for leadership. All lodges,especially those 
with repeating leaders, need to heed the warning: “Choose Your 

Leader Wisely – For He Will Govern Your Lodge For The Next 
12 Months!”

Rarely does a repeat Worshipful Master lead with the same zeal 
and enthusiasm that he exerted in his first year in the position. 
Sometimes, the repeating master finds himself in a different 
personal or vocational situation that curtails the time and effort 
that he can devote to his lodge. Additionally, the idea that “I’ve 
done this before, so I can just ‘wing it’ this time” has resulted in 
the master being less effective in the leadership role.

Regardless of the excuses that might be offered, lodge members 
need to be aware and work to avoid the pitfalls of electing a repeat 
Worshipful Master whose heart and soul are not committed to 
doing the best job possible. A lodge can usually recover from one 
year of poor leadership, but two or more successive years of poor 
leadership will likely result in the premature demise of your lodge. 

Look well to the East!
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My Brothers, Family and Friends,

We are taught in one of our earliest lessons that Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth are the foundational principles that unite us in this great 
fraternity. These principles have served this Grand Lodge well over the 230 years of its existence and are the basis for the formation of the CT 
Freemasons Foundation, its 501(c)3 charitable arm.

It is my honor this year to appeal to you to support the vital charitable activities of our Foundation, by making a tax-deductible contribution to 
the CT Freemasons Foundation. I have singled out three activities for your special consideration.

•	 First is an exciting new Matching Grant Program. It is designed to encourage Lodges to actively support charitable causes in their local 
communities by having the Foundation match the cash gifts made by the Lodges to those charities. The size and scope of this activity 
will depend on the support you give to it in this Appeal. The goal is to raise enough to match the first $1,000, dollar for dollar, and next 
$1,000 on a fifty cent per dollar basis.

•	 Second is the Masonic Model Student Awareness Program (MMSAP). This is a highly successful 35 year old program which MWB Ted 
Nelson has reintroduced to Connecticut. Offered free to teachers and school administrators, it expands our commitment to protecting 
children as demonstrated by our CT Chip program. The April seminar described in the June CT Freemasons Magazine was so successful 
we have already received a request by a school district to sponsor one exclusively for that district.

•	 Third is our Grand Almoner’s Fund. We are reminded continually of the importance of providing for “the relief of poor distressed Master 
Masons, their widows and orphans.” Our Almoners provide a focus for ensuring this duty is carried out and the fund is an important 
element of that relief.

The Grand Master’s appeal supports many other charitable activities which are described in the enclosed brochure. Additional information on 
these programs, as well as an opportunity to contribute through PayPal can be found on the Grand Lodge website at www.ctfreemasons.net. 

Fraternally,
Mel E Johnson
Grand Master 2019

NOTE: Donations can be made via PayPal on the Grand Lodge Website www.CTFreemasons.net

CT Freemasons Foundation is a 501(c)3 corporation organized to accept tax deductible contributions. Your gift may be restricted by either checking 
a box below or designating your specific charitable goal in the memo section of your check
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Make check payable to: CT Freemasons Foundation – P.O. Box 69, Wallingford, CT 06492-0069 
To assist the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation in their ongoing work, I/we donate to the Grand Master’s Appeal as follows:

q Matching Grant Program
q Masonic Model Student Assist Program (MMSAP)
q Grand Almoner’s Fund
q Other – please note in the memo section of your check

Donation Amount: Check # _____________ $ ____________

If your donation is “in honor of” or “in memory of” (circle one) a loved one, please 
include their name: __________________________________________________
Please send notice of my gift to: ________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Please have some contact me about how to include the Connecticut Freemasons 
Foundation as a beneficiary in my will. _________
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Over the summer, Masonicare launched a new employee 
recognition program called GEM, which stands for Go 
the Extra Mile. It’s a reminder that, in our business, we 

can’t just do what’s expected. To be the best, we need to do the 
unexpected.

What’s special about the GEM awards is that nominations are 
submitted by our patients, residents, their families, and visitors. 
Reviewed by a committee representing all of our service lines, 
they give us an opportunity to identify and recognize team 
members who have gone above and beyond to create a memorable 
Masonicare experience. 

Nobody epitomizes that better than our first-ever GEM winner, 
Priscilla (Boo) Merritt. Boo, Activities Director at Masonicare at 
Chester Village, received several nominations from residents she 
accompanied on a recent Hudson River trip. They spoke about 
how Boo showed so much concern for everyone on the trip, 
especially those with mobility problems or other special needs. 
She drove the bus, handled baggage, unloaded walkers at each 
stop, and made it possible for the residents to have a great time. 
That’s the kind of positive feedback I dream about.

Since then, the GEM program has really taken off. In August, 
I wrote about 20 personal notes of thanks to all the nominees. 
Halfway through September, I’d already written 50 more. My 
hand’s getting tired … but I’m not complaining!

Masonicare’s Corporate Marketing Department has been hard 
at work rebuilding our website, masonicare.org. In addition to 
showing off our brand evolution, the new site is better organized, 
easier to use, and lists all the special benefits Masonicare offers our 
friends in the Masonic family, including:

•	 Priority Admission/Access to Masonicare following the 
“Concentric Circle” guidelines for Connecticut Freemasons, 
relatives and appendant bodies

•	 Reduced pricing on applications for our residential 
communities

•	 Free hearing screenings at Masonicare Health Center 
(MHC)

•	 Free balance assessments at the MHC Outpatient Rehab 
Department

•	 Reduced rates on Masonicare at Home (in-home, non-
medical homemaker-companion services

The new masonicare.org site is scheduled to launch in early October.

The Semi-Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
is coming up on October 19. As is customary, this event 
will also include an Annual Membership Meeting of the 
Masonicare Corporation. New members of the Board of 
the Trustees will be voted on and I – along with our board 
chairman, Bro. Bob Polito – will share highlights from the 
year. We look forward to seeing many of you there.

Sincerely and fraternally,

President and CEO of Masonicare

From the Desk of Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit
President & CEO of Masonicare
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Brothers all,
Your Grand Lodge Officers are 
pleased to announce that we have 
engaged Grand View Systems to 
provide membership management 
and communications systems for our 
jurisdiction! 

Grand View is a state-of-the-art system that will replace our 
existing database and allow us to do so much more for our 
Grand Lodge, Lodges, and even the individual members. They 
have been in business for several years and are currently serving 
28 Grand Lodges and managing over four hundred thousand 
member records.

As an active brother, you will have access to make changes 
to your contact information on your record including the 
ability to update your address, telephone numbers, and 
email address. You will also be able to update your personal 
information (birth date, place of birth, and occupation). 
Members will also have access to the private member portal 
where you can find lodge meetings throughout the state, 
your lodge events and, at a later date, access educational 
materials.

This system is unique in that it is designed to distribute 
access and control of lodge records down to the lodge 
secretaries. Your lodge secretary will have access to your 
member record to make changes to your history and office 
positions.

In addition to the record management features, Grand View 
also provide communication abilities where your secretary can 
create posts and events that are automatically emailed to the 
members who use email and mail merge letters for those that do 
not. 

We hope you are as excited as we are about this new endeavor! 
Your Grand Lodge Officers are dedicated to seeing that our 
lodges have the tools and resources to allow our craft to grow 
and prosper both now and in the future.

** Please see the following instructions on how to gain access 
as a brother to the Grand View system. **

Fraternally,

Grand Lodge of Connecticut

Generated on 3/25/2019.  

Check your portal for a revised versions of this document.

How to Register as a Member 

Grand View Procedure

Video link: 
htttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hx-
WliihfcM

Step 1. Enter the url for your jurisdiction  
 https://ct.grandview.systems

Step 2. Click on Member Portal

Step 3. Click on Member Registration

Step 4. Enter your Lodge Number

Step 5. Enter your Member ID

Step 6. Enter your Last Name - (case  
 sensitive)

Step 7. Click on Check Membership Status

Step 8. Enter your email address

Step 9. Enter a password that you can   
 remember

Step 10. Enter Confirmation by entering   
 password again

Step 11. Click on Submit

Tags: new, register, registering, login, logon
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Grand View Sign-in continued from page 11
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As one of the most respected radiologists 
in Connecticut, Bro. Sherwin Borsuk 
MD has spent his life serving patients 

and the Greater Meriden community. In 
addition to his exemplary medical career, Dr. 
Borsuk is a Trustee of Masonicare and serves 
as Chair of its Organizational Excellence 
Committee. 

He has also been a Mason for the past thirty 
years. “In the late 1980s, I was raised a Mason by 
my wonderful friend and medical colleague, Dr. 
Matthew Campione,” recalls Dr. Borsuk. “Upon 
joining Meridian Lodge No. 77, I became part 
of a brotherhood that deepened my understanding of what it 
means to be of service and give to others.” 

His remarkable life, both as a tireless medical professional and 
dedicated Mason, gives Dr. Borsuk a valuable perspective about 
Masonicare and helps explain why he gives so generously each 
year to the Masonicare Annual Appeal. 

“As a physician, my experience, of course, has always been 
healthcare related,” remarks Dr. Borsuk. “So I understand why 
it’s vitally important that Masonicare offers services not only to 
older adults when they are ill, but also provides quality care for 
residents and patients who are dealing with chronic conditions or 
the everyday challenges of aging, which happen to us all.” 

Dr. Borsuk thoughtfully recalls, “I personally understand the value 
Masonicare provides to residents and families. My mother was one 
of the first residents of Masonicare’s Pond Ridge Assisted Living 
facility after she suddenly became paraplegic and needed full-time 
assistance. As a son, I was so grateful for the wonderful staff and the 

knowledge that my mother had access to all kinds 
of healthcare right on the Masonicare campus. At 
the time, I was already on the board of directors 
and was proud of our mission, but my personal 
experience cemented for me just how important 
it is that we support healthcare services that meet 
people where they are.” 

“I’ve also learned through my medical practice 
and serving on many governing committees 
at Masonicare that, unfortunately, a gap 
exists between what the government pays in 
reimbursement for care and what it actually 
takes to provide care to those who need it. 

Often, patients must rely on the goodwill of donors to make 
up for this lack of funding. Charitable contributions can make 
a world of difference. Giving to the Masonicare Annual Appeal 
means that instead of a ‘bare bones’ kind of service, we are able 
to provide a greater quality of life and fulfillment to residents 
and patients. I am so proud to be part of an organization and a 
brotherhood that is devoted to this higher standard of compassion 
and excellence.” 

Dr. Borsuk goes on to reflect, “I came to Meriden many years 
ago from New York City. In an anonymous big city, it’s easy 
to think that someone else will give, or someone else will help 
support residents or patients in need. Here at Masonicare, we’re 
different. We know and care for each other. Many of my patients 
and friends now reside at Masonicare. In a small community like 
ours, it’s up to us to fill the gap. Giving to the Masonicare Annual 
Appeal is the perfect way to support our extraordinary healthcare 
continuum and make sure our friends and neighbors live with the 
dignity and quality of life they deserve.”

Board Member Supports Masonicare as a 
Mason, Doctor, and Donorby Joanne Kimball

Not Just A Man. 
A Mason.
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Roy Devine Melendez 
Hiram Lodge No. 1
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Hiram Lodge No. 1
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Wayne Stephen Matyasovszky, II 
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Michael Root Criss 
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Davin Shepard Cain 
St. Paul’s Lodge No. 11

Matthew Brendon Cook 
St. Paul’s Lodge No. 11

Gerald Hazen Glass 
St. Paul’s Lodge No. 11

Rhett George Geddes 
St. Paul’s Lodge No. 11

Courney Parmly Brown 
St. Paul’s Lodge No. 11

Patrick Ryan Jay 
Frederick-Franklin Lodge No. 14

Stephen G. Mantz 
Federal Lodge No. 17

Seth Michael Mantz 
Federal Lodge No. 17

Robert D. Motekaitis 
Composite Lodge No. 28

Ronald J. Case 
Friendship Lodge No. 33

Alex Minutito 
St. Alban’s Lodge No. 38

Robert Bernard Crowley 
St. Alban’s Lodge No. 38

Andrew Stufano 
Ark Lodge No. 39

David M. Rights 
Ark Lodge No. 39

Manuel Martinez, Sr. 
Ark Lodge No. 39

Richard Danise, II 
Union Lodge No. 40

Justin Patrick DeVaull 
Harmony Lodge No. 42

Richie Huynh 
Putnam Lodge No. 46

Brian Michael Ohler 
St. Luke’s Lodge No. 48

Gregory David Steele 
Warren Lodge No. 51

Peter John Shook,III 
Seneca Lodge No. 55

Kyle John Vincent 
Seneca Lodge No. 55

Michael Keith Reynolds 
Coastal Lodge No. 57

Robert William Staton 
Coastal Lodge No. 57

Jeremy Matthew Gaffney 
Washington Lodge No. 70

Aaron Luc Czarnecki 
Meridian Lodge No. 77

David Anthony Gonzelez 
Meridian Lodge No. 77

Noel Robert Womack 
Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Nicholas Edward Abbazia 
Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Patrick Dennis McNamara 
Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Paul Riportella 
Anchor Lodge No. 112

Thomas J Lamarche 
Moosup Lodge No. 113

Jason H. Aquitante 
Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116

John M. Heim 
Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116

Gregory M. Wuestner 
Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116

Paul Martel Gwiazdowski 
Annawon Lodge No, 115

Erick Robert Vece 
Annawon Lodge No, 115

Tristan Calab Johnson 
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Joseph L. LaRosa 
Hospitality Lodge No. 128

Joseph Vincent Zarella 
Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140

Jason Edward Kilduff 
Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140

Martin Joseph Couture 
Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140

Chidi Omenukor Benson, Sr. 
Daytime Lodge No. 144

Tomas Pesta 
UnityLodge No. 148

Kamil P. Gayewski 
UnityLodge No. 148

Jared Anthony DiLiberto 
UnityLodge No. 148

WeLCOme tO Our neW brOthers!
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As Freemasons, we periodically encounter references 
to Tarot cards and Tarot imagery in the vicinity of 
Masonic subjects. The frequency of the exposure to Tarot 

imagery is much greater among those who are involved in the 
more esoteric avenues of Masonic research. This may cause the 
Mason to wonder why this is the case. It is the purpose of this 
article to elucidate what connections there may be between this 
strange deck of cards and our noble Craft. We will consider from 
whence these cards came and how Freemasons helped shape their 
evolution at nearly every crucial juncture in their development.

While playing cards themselves are believed to have been 
introduced into Europe sometime in the early 14th century, it 
is generally believed that the Tarot deck was invented sometime 
between 1411 and 1425 by adding the twenty-two trump cards 
to the standard playing card deck. At that time, playing cards 
had fifty-six, not fifty-two, cards due to their being an additional 
court card. The addition of the trumps meant that a Tarot deck 
had seventy-eight cards total – forty pips, sixteen court cards, and 
twenty-two trumps. These additional cards, which are pictorial 
in design, have come to be known as the Major Arcana – a 
designation bestowed on them by Freemason Arthur Edward 
Waite, whom we shall discuss shortly. The word trump is an 
Anglicization of the Italian word trionfi, meaning a victory or 
celebratory procession, and it shares this etymological root with 
the word triumph. 

While Tarot had already been in use for divination and fortune-
telling for some time, the beginnings of Tarot esotericism can be 
traced to the publication of Le Monde Primitif in 1781 by Swiss 
Freemason Antione De Gébelin (initiated 1771 at Lodge Les Amis 
Réunis). In his book, De Gébelin interprets the symbolism of the 
Marseilles Tarot, ultimately concluding that the origins of the 
mysterious deck point back to ancient Mystery Traditions, such 
as those of Isis and Osiris, and other survivals of arcane religious 
symbolism. De Gébelin was also the first to propose that the Tarot 
was composed as a distillation of the collected wisdom contained 
at the Library of Alexandria, which was destroyed by fire in 48 
BCE, and that the deck thereby contained cryptic arcana from the 
ancient world. This arcana, however, was encoded in symbolism 
meant only to be deciphered by those of a certain attainment in 
the language of symbols; this challenge seems to have attracted 
many Freemasons to the task.

The attribution of the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet to 
the 22 trump cards in the Major Arcana is believed to have 
been first made by Éliphas Lévi (a Hebrew transliteration of his 

given name, Alphonse Louis Constant; initiated 1861 at Lodge 
Rose du Parfait Silence), an eminent occultist, Rosicrucian, and 
Freemason. Lévi’s magnum opus, Dogme et Rituel de la Haute 
Magie (English: Dogma and Ritual of High Magic, 1854 & 
1856), is divided into 22 chapters, each corresponding to a letter 
of the Hebrew alphabet and to the cards of the Tarot’s Major 
Arcana. Other correspondences relating to qabalah, alchemy, 
astrology, hermeticism and, of course, ceremonial magick are 
made throughout the work and attributed to their corresponding 
Tarot card and Hebrew letter. The book was especially influential 
to Albert Pike, who cribbed large uncredited passages of Lévi’s 
work for inclusion in his Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry (1871). Lévi’s chief translator 
and commentator later in the 19th century and into the 20th was 
Arthur Edward Waite – a Mason whose shadow continues to loom 
long over the world of the Tarot.

Freemason and Masonic Rosicrucian Arthur Edward Waite 
(initiated 1901 at Runymede Lodge No. 2430) was also a member 
of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn – a Victorian magical 
society founded in 1887. It had a focus on hermetic qabalah, 
whose curriculum and rituals were based on cipher manuscripts 
which had been procured from the property of Freemason 
Kenneth MacKenzie after his death. Due to his research and 
experience in the Order, Waite undertook the revision of the 
Tarot in accordance with hermetic and qabalistic correspondences. 
Enlisting fellow Golden Dawn member, artist Pamela Colman 
Smith – who rendered the original images in gouache and ink on 
paper, Waite irretrievably altered the landscape of the Tarot and, to 
this day, the Rider-Waite Tarot Deck, as it has come to be known, 
is the most recognizable deck in the world. There are also several 
allusions made in the imagery that, while they may escape the 
notice of the profane, most Masons would be able to discern.

Later in the 20th century, Freemasons such as Paul Foster Case 
(initiated 1926 at Fairport Lodge No. 476) and Manly P. Hall 
(initiated 1954 at Jewel Lodge No. 374), among others, have 
contributed to the evolution of this strange pack of cards – a pack of 
cards that continues to fascinate both the initiated and the profane

What Do Tarot Cards Have To Do 
With Freemasonry? by Jaime Paul Lamb
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Thanks to donations to the 
Masonicare Annual Appeal, the 
new hydroponic tower garden at 

the Masonicare Health Center provides a 
sensory experience for residents, with its 
bright colors, earthy smells, and tactile 
sensations acting as a touch point for 
memory recall. 

“Gardening can spark residents’ memories 
about something they enjoyed from their 
younger days or even their more recent 
years before they moved in,” said Michele 
Ackerman, director of nursing. “And the 
process of gardening itself results in a sense 
of accomplishment for residents.” 

These fond memories of meaningful life 
events also provide an opportunity for 
residents and staff members to form a bond 
around common experiences. 

“Residents and staff are able to interact 
around something that’s familiar to most 
people,” Ackerman said. “Either they had 
a houseplant or cut flowers, or they had an 

actual garden or wished they had a garden. 
It does bring back fond memories, and it’s 
nice for reminiscing.” 

By engaging with an indoor garden, 
rather than a traditional one, residents are 
able to enjoy these experiences without 
compromising their safety. All of the plants 
are carefully selected, and they are grown 
through seed pods and an internal watering 
system, without the use of any harmful 
chemicals. Everything is safe to eat, and 

this past winter, residents were able to enjoy 
a salad grown, harvested, and tossed with 
their own hands. 

Even beyond safety, the tower garden 
helps residents maintain their autonomy, 
balancing independence and social 
interaction. 

“Because the garden is in the social area, 
some of the residents will go up to it and 
pick things on their own. Others will do it 
in a group setting, like when they harvested 
the salad,” Ackerman said. “It allows 
residents to come and go as they see fit. So if 
someone doesn’t feel comfortable in a group 
activity, it doesn’t require them to be a part 
of it, while still allowing them to enjoy what 
the garden has to offer.” 

If you’re interested in making a donation 
to the Masonicare Annual Appeal, please 
call The Masonic Charity Foundation of 
Connecticut at (203) 679-5555 or toll-free 
at (800) 562-3952.

Tower Garden Yields Healthy Food, Fond 
Memories at Masonicare Health Center 

by Emma Tuthill

Past DDs Needed As Evaluators for  
Master Ritualist Program

Last month the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper ran an article about the Eric W. Manner Master Ritualist Program. It 
outlined the program and noted that the evaluators would be members of the Ritual and Ceremonies Committee and Past 
District Deputies who volunteer.

There is still a need for Past District Deputies to step up and volunteer to be evaluators.  With an ample number of Past 
District Deputies on board, the demands on any particular Brother’s time will be much less than if only one or two Past 
District Deputies volunteer.

Over the course of late September presentations were made at Blue Lodge Council meetings, both to inform the brethren of 
the program and to solicit evaluators.  If a presentation did not take place at a particular Council (and as this goes to press 
Districts 2 and 7 looked tentative), information is still available.

If any Past District Deputy would still like to volunteer, please contact RWB Frank Way (fgway33@gmail.com).   Informa-
tion can be provided, questions answered, and a short bit of instruction given. 

Many hands make light work, and it is hoped that with several Past District Deputies from each district, the program roll-
out and implementation will be smooth and enjoyable for all.
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Recently Valley of Hartford members on the Valley’s email 
list received several death notifications. One hit me a 
little harder than usual because I knew him fairly well. 

Bro. Kenneth E. Duncan, our 73-year member, was a regular 
on degree nights, the dinners, and social hours that follow the 
degrees. Bro. Duncan, and many of the other brethren who 
passed away recently, were active in their own way, either by 
attending a degree, having served as an officer, taking part in a 
degree portrayal or by joining us at a family life event. Many of 
our roughly 80 senior members (of 50 or 60-plus years) are still 
active on a regular basis. Of these brethren, nearly a dozen are at 
just about every degree, mainly working behind the scenes.

This reminds me of an old sonnet titled God’s Garden. Since 
“Reverence for God” is one the core concepts, I would like to 
present it to you. 

God looked around His garden And found an empty place.

He then looked down upon the earth And saw your tired face.

He put His arms around you And lifted you to rest.

God’s garden must be beautiful; He always takes the best.

He knew that you were suffering. He knew you were in pain.

He knew that you would never Get well on earth again.

He saw the road was getting rough, And the hills were hard to climb.

So He closed your weary eyelids And whispered, “Peace be thine.”

It broke our hearts to lose you. But you didn’t go alone,

For parts of us went with you The day God called you home.

The Valley welcomed a new class of candidates on September 
19, as they saw the 4th Degree DVD and the live portrayal of 
the 5th Degree. This year’s 2019-2020 Scottish Rite Class is in 
memory of recently departed brother Ill. Eric W. Manner, 330 

Like many others, Ill. Brother Ric was an active and involved 
member of the Valley right up to his passing. He could be seen 
directing a degree or appearing on stage, and he was the secretary 
for the Scottish Rite Foundation. He also served the Valley as 
Most Wise Master of the Cyrus Goodell Chapter of Rose Croix 
(2005-2006), and as Thrice Potent Master of the Charter Oak 
Lodge of Perfection (2009-2010), before serving as Commander-
in-Chief of Nathan Hale Consistory (2014-2016). It is hoped 
that one of the newer members of a recent class, or even one of 
the new class candidates, will find the time to fill the void left by 
his passing. 

 We have been very fortunate in many ways to have filled the 
void when an actively involved member moves on in one way 
or another. It was that way in my case, when after 14 years as 
secretary for the Valley, Bro. Tony Angelica was waiting in the 
wings, willing and ready to step up, who also has a better working 

knowledge of computers. I know there is someone out there who 
will be willing to take up, in whole or in part, the duties that Ill. 
Bro. Manner filled. 

Maybe it will be our newest Honorary Member of the Supreme 
Council,  Sovereign Grand Inspector General 330, Ill. Bro. 
Sterling N. Viets. Or perhaps a combination of several brethren. 

As for a Valley informational update, the Children’s Dyslexia 
Center in the Hartford area is now up and running in 
Farmington. More details will appear in a future article

Also, the Valley will hold a Consistory Day this fall. The 
current class and members of the spring class that starts on 
February 6, 2020, will all be conferred and recognized as 330 
Scottish Rite Masons on April 18, 2020.  The Valley is trying 
out this new idea so that more Consistory Degrees could be 
portrayed during this year. 

If you know anyone who might be interested in becoming 
a member of the Scottish Rite, Valley of Hartford, have them 
contact the valley office at (860) 666-0712 or email the secretary, 
Bro. Tony Angelica, at office@valleyofhartford.com. Copies of 
an informational DVD about the Scottish Rite are available by 
contacting the secretary.

Valley of Hartford, AASR by David R. Blythe, Sr., Secretary Emeritus
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Masonic Club of Darien Kicks Off 
Wreaths Across America Program 
with Donation
The Masonic Club of Darien kicked-off the 2019 Wreaths Across America 
program in Darien by presenting a check for $500 to the new local Wreaths 
Across America Location Coordinator John Carter. 

Collections for Wreaths Across America will commence on September 
28, and occur at local businesses that have donated space outside their 
establishments for this purpose. Watch local media for announcements 
regarding which businesses will be used for collecting each weekend.

You may also donate online at www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. Just click 
on “Donate” and then on “Sponsor A Wreath With A Local Fundraising 
Group.” Be sure to include the following two codes: Location ID: CTSGVD 
and Group ID: CT0007 on all orders and also on your check if paying by 
check. This will ensure that our local cemetery will receive the wreaths.

There are 2,184 military graves in the Spring Grove Veterans Cemetery 
awaiting these wreaths. The ceremony for 2019 will be on Saturday, 
December 14 at noon. Thank you in advance for supporting our 
fundraising campaign for 2019. 

District 1 
Lodges 3, 5, 6, 8, 19, 65, 67, 85, 104, 109, 107, 142, 144, 149

(l-r): Captain John Carter, USNR, accepting the check from Silas 
Mante, Master of Ivanhoe Lodge No. 107 and David Zecchin, 
President of the Masonic Club of Darien, Inc

Pyramid Shriners March for 
Needy Children by Donald M. Casey Jr.

Nobles from the Pyramid Shrine Temple in Stratford, Connecticut, 
celebrated Labor Day by marching in the 58th annual Newtown 
Parade. Shriners from Pipes and Drums, Motor Patrol, Legion of 

Honor, Tall Shriners, Pyramid Patrol, and Clown Units marched. Pyramid 
Shriners were able to share their mission of providing assistance to needy 
children receiving medical care at the Shriner’s Hospital. 

Pyramid Shriners Shine at the 
Apple Festival by Donald M. Casey Jr. 

Nobles from the Pyramid Shrine Temple in Stratford, Connecticut, participated at the Apple Festival in 
Monroe. Pyramid Shriners twisted many balloons and were able to share their mission of providing 
assistance to needy children receiving medical care at the Shriner’s Hospital.
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Temple Lodge No. 16 Present 
New Cub Scout Pack Flag
by Stuart Post

On Thursday, September 19, Temple Lodge No. 16 hosted Cub 
Scout Pack No. 96 of Cheshire for a dinner and special presentation. 
Following dinner, the Cubs led the Pledge of Alegience and retired 
their former Pack flag to the Lodge. Temple Lodge, the community 
sponsor for the Pack, presented them with a new Pack flag.

In keeping with the flag theme of the night, the Masonic Sojourners 
- Hartford Chapter No. 56, William Ledyard Camp, represented 
by MWB Bill Green and Brother John White, performed their flag 
building presentation for the Brothers, Scouts, and guests.

District 4 
Lodges 1, 9, 16, 22, 30, 38, 63, 66, 77, 79, 87, 89, 97, 115, 125, 332, 500, MLR

Not Just A Man. 
A Mason.
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The Winding Staircase in the lecture 
accompanying the Fellow Craft 
degree of Freemasonry is utilized 

as a symbolic mode of instruction; and to 
each step, a certain emblem, concept and/
or subject is attributed. Symbolically, the 
Winding Staircase represents a journey 
– it implies motion, evolution and 
transformation. That the staircase winds is 
symbolic of the time, effort and dedication 
to the endeavor that will be required of the 
Fellow Craft in his pursuit of knowledge; 
oppositely, a straight staircase would 
signify a direct, less-convoluted passage. 
The use of the staircase, which is the 
mode by which one is elevated – in the 
most literal sense – to a higher plane, is 
fitting because the pursuit of knowledge 
it represents is the true means by which 
the Fellow Craft ascends to the sublime 
degree of Master Mason. Staircases also 
allude to the anthropological concept 
of liminality (from the Latin limen, or 
‘threshold’) in that they consist of three 
distinct parts: a beginning, a middle and 
an end. Initiatory rites of passage are also 
said to consist of three parts: separation 
(pre-liminal rites), transformation (liminal 
rites) and reintegration (post-liminal 
rites). The middle section – represented, 
in this case, by the staircase itself, since it 
is preceded by the porch and succeeded 
by the Middle Chamber – represents the 
liminal space wherein the transformational 
element of the initiation is to occur. 
From a broader perspective, the Fellow 
Craft degree as a whole could be seen as 
the liminal, transformational stage in the 
three-part suite of Masonic degrees; the 
Entered Apprentice is differentiated from 
the rest of society, and thereby separated, 
by means of his Obligation; the Fellow 
Craft is transformed by his experiences on 
the porch, Winding Staircase and in the 
Middle Chamber of K\S\T\; and the 
Master Mason – a good man who has been 
made better by the symbolic application 
of the working tools – is reintegrated into 
society, charged to “cultivate assiduously 

the noble tenets of our profession – 
brotherly love, relief, and truth”. 

In their tripartite nature, staircases 
also allude to the three domains which 
are commonly found to be underlying 
qabalistic, Neoplatonic and hermetic 
cosmological models: the terrestrial, 
the celestial and the super-celestial, or 
supernal. The terrestrial, or sublunary 
world, consists of the elements; the 
celestial world consists of the planetary 
spheres; the super-celestial world is that 
mysterious domain which lay beyond the 
sphere of the zodiac and fixed stars. In the 
cosmology of Paracelsian physician and 
astrologer, Robert Fludd (1574 – 1637), 
the three spheres are differentiated by the 
lowest sphere containing the elements, 
the middle sphere containing the planets, 
and the higher sphere corresponding to 
the pseudo-Dionysian angelic hierarchy. 
Similarly, in the cosmology of Heinrich 
Cornelius Agrippa, we find the Three 
Worlds expressed as the terrestrial world 
(consisting of the elements; their study 
and manipulation through natural 
philosophy and alchemy), the celestial 
world (consisting of the planetary 
influences; their study and manipulation 
through astrology and astral magic) and 
the intellectual world (consisting of ideas, 
the men, and the archetypes, or Platonic 
forms; their study and manipulation 
through qabalistic and angelic magic). The 
Winding Staircase is similarly sequenced 
in that the elementary rudiments of 
knowledge occupy the foot of the Staircase; 
the seven liberal arts and sciences, with 
all of their septenary and planetary 
correspondences, occupy the middle of the 
Staircase; and at the top, the Fellow Craft is 
allowed to alight the Staircase and proceed 
to the mysterious Middle Chamber of 
K\S\T\, there to receive the wages and 
jewels of a Fellow Craft.

Staircases, ladders, and other modes of 
ascent have been symbolically employed 
in a number of allegories and in the rites 

of several Mystery traditions. For instance, 
the seven Mithraic initiatory grades (in 
ascending order: corax, nymphus, miles, 
leo, perses, heliodromus, and pater) were 
arranged in steps corresponding to the 
planetary spheres and thereby prefigured 
the ascent of the soul after death. Each of 
these steps were separated by a gate and, 
like the Neoplatonic cosmological schema, 
led to the firmament, or the sphere of the 
fixed stars (corresponding to the second 
Sephirah, Chokmah, in the qabalistic Etz 
Chaim). There was also a certain test or 
ordeal accompanying each grade, through 
which the initiate must pass in their 
elevation, steps denote ascension and have 
been linked to an appellation of Osiris as 
“he who stands at the top of the steps.” 
Generally, nine is the number of steps in 
the Egyptian usage, probably in reference 
to the Great Ennead (Greek: Ἐννεάς, 
phonetic Egyptian: Pesedjet) of Heliopolis: 
Atum, Shu, Tefnut, Geb, Nut, Osiris, Isis, 
Seth, and Nephthys.

In general, staircases represent spiritual 
ascension; they are symbolic of the 
connection between the terrestrial and 
the celestial planes, similar to the biblical 
account of Jacob’s ladder, whereupon the 
angels of God ascended and descended. 
Angelic beings were also a central feature of 
the celestial hierarchies of the Neoplatonic 
Christian mystic Pseudo-Dionysius 
the Aeropagite (Greek: Διονύσιος ὁ 
Ἀρεοπαγίτης, 5-6th century CE), who 
posited three spheres, each containing 
three angelic groups (in ascending order: 
angels, archangels, principalities, powers, 
virtues, dominions, thrones, cherubim 
and seraphim). We are told that, in a 
foundational qabalistic work known as the 
Zohar (Hebrew: רַהֹז, meaning Splendor 
or Radiance), Jacob’s ladder consisted 
of 72 steps which disappeared into the 
heavens. The number 72 immediately 
brings to mind the 72 angels of the Shem 
HaMephorash (Hebrew: שרופמה םש, 

The Winding Staircase by Jaime Paul Lamb

Continued on page 20
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On May 14, Composite Lodge No. 28 
celebrated 225 years of Masonry at the 
Suffield Masonic Temple.  The lodge was 
opened in due form and put at refreshment 
for the admission of guests.  WM John 
LeDoux greeted all in attendance and 
the U.S. Colors were presented by 
REGC Michael E. Seamon of the Grand 
Commandery of Knights Templar of 
Connecticut and the Sir Knights of 
Washington Commandery No. 1.

A brief history of Composite Lodge No. 
28 was presented by WM LeDoux:

Morningstar Lodge No. 28 was chartered 
on May 15, 1794  Apollo Lodge No. 59 
was chartered on June 1, 1820. Doric 
Lodge No. 94 was chartered on June 
9, 1864, and Euclid Lodge No. 109 
was chartered May 7, 1869. Due to the 
changing Masonic landscape, the four 
lodges were brought together via merger on 
April 5, 2006 under the leadership of RWB 
William Zimmerman. The new name, 
Composite, was inspired by the orders 
of architecture, as the composite column 
takes the best parts of the other orders to 
make something unique.

State Senator John Kissel then made an 
official proclamation from Connecticut 

Governor Ned Lamont declaring May 
18 to be Composite Lodge No. 28 Day.  
The Mayor of Enfield Michael Ludwick 
and Mark Winnie, on behalf of the First 
Selectmen of Suffield, Melissa Mack, also 
made official proclamations.

A cornerstone was rededicated for the 
occasion by MWGM Melvin E. Johnson, 
assisted by REGC Seamon and Illustrious 
Brother Bruce T. Work, Scottish Rite 
Deputy for Connecticut, with the Masonic 
wages of corn, wine and oil.

After the rededication of the lodge, awards 
were presented.  The first was presented 
to Bro. Jacek (Jack) Bucior and his wife 
Margaret of Suffield Pizza for all the support 
to Composite Lodge No. 28 and all the 
Masonic bodies in the 6th district.

MWGM Johnson then presented the 
50-year pin to RWB Frederick Smaltz.  In 
addition to the 50-year pin, the following 
pins were presented for service:  WB John 
Biggerstaff (60 years), Charles M. Jewart (15 
years), WB Thomas Duclos (10 years), WM 
John Ledoux (5 years), and Corey Rice (5 
years).

Following the presentations, additional 
comments were made by the WM and 
brethren of Composite Lodge committing 
themselves to the tenets of the craft:  
Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth.

Composite Lodge No. 28 Celebrates 225 Years of Masonry

District 6 
Lodges 4, 25, 28, 70, 73, 88, 145, PLR
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English: ‘the explicit name’) and their 
corresponding seventy-two astrological 
quinances. The quinances, as the name 
implies, are 5° segments of the total 360° 
of the ecliptic. There are seventy-two 
of these segments (360 ÷ 5 = 72), two 
for each decanate (a 10° segment; three 
per zodiacal sign), and each of them are 
assigned an angel and a goetic dæmon 
(in this instance, the word ‘dæmon’ 
denotes the personification of an astral 
or cosmic archetypal sympathy and 
not an evil entity, per se). That these 
angels and dæmons have been assigned 
to the seventy-two rungs of Jacob’s 
ladder illustrates a motif that is similar 
to that of the Neoplatonic and pseudo-
Dionysian celestial hierarchies, the strata 
of mediating forces between man and 
the Creative Intelligence. Additionally, 
step pyramids and ziggurats, such as the 
Great Ziggurat at Ur in southern Iraq, the 
Pyramid of Djoser at Saqqara, Egypt, and 
the Pyramid of the Moon at Teotihuacan, 
Mexico, utilize this same symbolic motif 
– forming a bridge between terrestrial life 
and the celestial afterlife, between man 
and his gods. 

Often, modes of ascent are employed 
to symbolize the gradual accumulation of 

knowledge, which is particularly fitting, 
apropos the staircase’s Masonic application. 
Staircases may also signify the movement 
of one toward their goals – each step 
representing advancement in a particular 
area. In dream analysis, staircases are 
considered auspicious omens, indicative 
of incremental progress of either the 
intellectual or spiritual varieties. Straight 
staircases may be interpreted to connote an 
uncomplicated ascent, with few obstacles, 
whereas spiral or winding staircases 
often imply mystery and disorientation. 
Staircases are also a ubiquitous symbolic 
device employed in cinema, wherein they 
may be used to convey anything from 
tension and complication to grandeur and 
excess. Taken literally, a staircase connects 
the lower level of an edifice with the upper. 
Figuratively, it may connect ideas or even 
states of being. 

In the Masonic lecture, the Winding 
Staircase is said to be divided into three 
courses, consisting of three, five and 
seven steps, respectively, from bottom 
to top. We should first note that all of 
these numbers, and their sum –15, are 
odd. These numbers are central to the 
preponderance of odd-number symbolism 
found in the speculative, or philosophical, 
craft of Freemasonry – but odd numbers 
also have made an imprint on the operative 
craft. In ancient temple architecture, as 

well as in the secular architecture of today, 
staircases consisting of an odd number of 
steps are vastly more common than those 
with an even number. In addition to this 
being considered an auspicious omen, 
staircases were and are generally rendered 
with an odd number of steps because most 
people will step off with their dominant 
foot and having an odd number of steps 
allows them to also alight the staircase on 
their dominant foot, thereby lessening 
the possibility of a misstep, as noted in 
Vitruvius’ De architectura.

According to the pre-Socratic 
philosopher and mathematician, 
Pythagoras (580 – 500 BCE), odd 
numbers were considered more perfect 
than their even counterparts. We learn 
from the commentaries of the Greek 
Pythogorean, Philolaus (470 – 385 BCE), 
that Pythagoras classified numbers in 
three groups: odd, even, and evenly-odd; 
the latter being the product of an even 
and an odd number added together, 
which would include the numbers three, 
five, seven and 15.

The Winding Staricare 
Continued from page 18

James Robert Brideau 
Corinthian Lodge No. 104

Not Just A Man. 
A Mason.

COnGrAtuLAtIOns tO Our 
50-YeAr brOther!
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We offer our condolences to the 
families and friends of those brothers 

who have been called by 
The Grand Architect of the universe

Truman Ernest Alderman 

Village Lodge No. 29

Clyde Harold Blackwood 

Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145

Donald Ellsworth Brainard 

Estuary Lodge No. 43

Earl Frederick Dewey, iCompass 

Lodge No. 9

Christian Vandergrift Holland, Jr. 

Old Well - St. John’s Lodge No. 6

Richard Frank Kenney 

Corinthian Lodge No. 63

Arthur Steven Lassow 

Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145

Gary Andrew Littlefield 

Wooster Lodge No. 10

Paul W. Ludwig 

Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14

Charles E. Mangan, Jr 

Ark Lodge No. 39

Frank Ellsworth Maxim, III 

Moosup Lodge No. 113

Edwin Oliver Minor 

Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88

Michael Paul Mizzone 

Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Desmond William David Ould 

Washington Lodge No. 70

Walter Henry Sherman, III 

Harmony Lodge No. 42

Clifford Frederick Stamm, Sr. 

Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140

Lawrence A. Tarca 

Valley Lodge No. 36

Elmore Rual Torn 

Montgomery Lodge No. 13

Gene Arnold Tracy 

Frederick-Franklin Lodge No. 14

Andrew Neil VanDenAmeele 

Harmony Lodge No. 67

Barry M. Weinbaum 

Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140

Gilbert Ernest Wishart 
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Sturbridge Village, a working museum that preserves and 
promulgates the skills that brought the Colonies and later, 
the United States, into the era of the Industrial Revolution 

is well known to the people in New England. Many have visited 
and watched the employment of machines and skills of the 
middle 1800s to produce hardware, furniture, and agricultural 
produce as it was done then. It is instructive and, even 
therapeutic to see how things were done in a time when rushing 
was not the norm and craftsmanship was valued. It is a unique 
facility that allows one to experience the past in tangible ways.

However, many do not know that such a facility exists for 
Freemasons. Masons have heard explanations and speculations 
about how the speculative version of the Craft sprang from the 
operative working Masons of yore. One sees the curious levels 
and plumbs and learns of the efficacy of the square and compasses 
and must use the imagination to connect those implements 
not only to the tenets of the Craft but to their use in building 
structures. Imagination and ancient artwork of job sites gives an 
idea and glimpse into the world of the 13th century when the 
building of cathedrals and castles was widespread. 

But, now in France, there is a site similar in purpose to 
Sturbridge where one can see 13th century tools, skills, and 
methods of actual stone cutters, masons, quarrymen, tilers, and 
the myriad other workers as they actually erect a viable castle. 
Although it is in France, where on could certainly visit, it is also 
available via the internet , YouTube and other electronic media. 

The project is located in Guedelon, just southeast of Orleans, 
due south of Paris in the valley of the Loire river In Yonne, 
Northern Burgundy. It is currently 20 years into a projected 

25-year project, but much work yet remains to bring it to 
completion.

Founders of the project are Maryline Martin, who has managed 
the site since the beginning, aided by operative Master-mason 
Florian Renucci. Many visual records are available online to 
review the project’s progress, particularly a series in French 
titled The Fires of Guedelon. (https://www.guedelon.fr/en/
actualites_15.html).

These short videos, with English subtitles, exhibit in detail 
the variety of skills, crafts, machinery, and artistry needed to 
coordinate such a complex undertaking as building a castle or 
cathedral. Many of the subjects of the videos relate directly to 
Masonic ritual. 

One example of the difficulty in applying the speculative officer 
titles to the actual operative workers is that of the tiler. The 
roofs of the castle are covered with tiles made of clay. The tiler 
is responsible for locating and extracting the clay, cleaning it, 
forming it in uniform wooden forms, firing it, and installing it on 
the roofs. A sword would be the least useful implement he would 
need in performing his operative duties but, the skillful execution 
of his job keeps the building from the vicissitudes of invading 
wind, rain, ice, and snow…elemental cowens and eavesdroppers.

This resource, online or in person, will embellish one’s 
understanding and appreciation of the effort required to build a 
brick and mortar house and the analogous diligence necessary to 
build that spiritual building, that house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.

Guedelon: The “Sturbridge Village” Where 
Operative Masonry Is Revealed by Dale Cunningham
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The month of October is a busy one for the Lafayette 
Consistory. We start with a review of the degree work 
which begins on October 7 with a live presentation of 

the 5th Degree and a video rendition of the 24th Degree. That 
is followed on October 21 by a live presentation of the 27th 
Degree and a video of the 12th Degree. In each case the degrees 
are preceded by dinner at 6 p.m. with the degree work starting at 
7:30 p.m. Should anyone want to start their Scottish Rite journey, 
they may do so by making arrangements ahead of time, in which 
case the 4th Degree will also be shown before any of the other 
degrees. For those interested, high-quality sport shirts and other 
embroidered apparel will 
be available in the theater 
lobby before the degrees 
commence. Arrangements 
for dinners and to 
petition for membership 
should be made by calling 
the Consistory office at 
(203) 375-0064.

The Fellowship and 
Family Life Events start 
off on October 6 with 
the annual Connecticut 
Children’s Dyslexia 
Center Walk at the Valley 
of Waterbury at 12 p.m. 
It is a fun afternoon of 
brisk and invigorating 
walking through some 
quiet streets followed 
by door prizes and 
presentations. You can 
sign up to participate 
to walk in the event by arriving a half to one hour early and 
registering. All proceeds support the Dyslexia Centers. On  
Sunday,  October 13, there will be an Evening of Kirtan Yoga at 
the theater in Stratford, which will feature live yoga instruction, 
a video program on Kirtan Yoga and a live musical program. 
Tickets at $25 a person will be available for sale at the door with 
the program starting at 7 p.m. Arrive early for best seating; no 
reservations necessary.  All profits will benefit the Children’s 
Dyslexia Centers.

Finally on October 26, the Consistory will go on a day 
excursion, leaving the theater in Stratford at 10 a.m. by bus. 
We will travel to Essex where we will take a river boat up the 
Connecticut River and then a return leg back down by steam 
train. This trip is open to all Consistory members, and all Scottish 

Rite Candidates. Prior reservations with payment is mandatory. 
Due to a high demand for this excursion please contact the 
Consistory office at the number above to make arrangements and 
to ascertain availability.

We have often discussed on these pages the dual nature of man. 
The admixture of the mortal and finite, as well as the divine and 
immortal, that each of us is born with.  There are three steps in 
the gradual unfoldment – awakening, if you will, of the Soul as 
it seeks to obtain primacy over the finite mortal personality. The 
process begins with Diety’s grace, which awakens within us the 
desire to seek “Light.” Somehow we find ourselves at the doors 

of a lodge. Once 
admitted,  we find 
that human soul 
must evolve in three 
separate stages. In 
Freemasonry we term 
these stages Entered 
Apprentice, Fellow 
Craft, and Master. 
Each one of these 
phases represents an 
attainment of higher 
consciousness. True 
initiation entails 
attaining a higher 
level of consciousness, 
something alluded 
to, but significantly 
veiled, and never 
actually verbalized 
in any of the actual 
Blue lodge degree 
work we go though. 

True initiation is deeply spiritual in nature and is not merely a 
matter of experiencing a physical ritual. While we all have gone 
through the ritual in Blue lodge, the actual initiation may take 
place months or years afterwards when some understanding or 
realization “clicks” instantaneously. This may happen in a setting 
absolutely unrelated to the lodge or any lodge activity. I, at least, 
have never witnessed a candidate attain a higher consciousness 
immediately after a lodge degree, and I suspect no one else has 
either. In order to attain an actual initiation, the soul of the 
candidate must be developed in a manner that is entirely personal 
and self cultivated. It can only be accomplished in the silence and 
thought which is entirely within his deepest recesses. 

In the next three installments I will superficially explore the 

True Initiation by John A. Amarilios, MSA, membership@lafayetteconsistory.com

Continued on page 24
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Among the things in life that I’ve 
learned in seven plus decades is 
that there are two basic kinds of 

people – givers and takers. Takers are all 
about themselves. They will flaunt the 
rules, cut corners, cheat, and do whatever 
is necessary to climb another rung on the 
ladder of what they consider as success. 
They don’t particularly care who they may 
hurt on their journey, so long as they get 
what they want in life.

Givers, on the other hand, not only 
play by the rules of common decency 
but often go out of their way to help 
their fellow man. The generation that 
fought so valiantly for our freedoms, 
and that of our European neighbors in 
World War II, included many who were 
great givers. Tens of thousands of that 
generation gave their very lives so that the 
forces of evil could eventually overcome. 
Others, we’re now finding out through 
declassified documents went above and 
beyond to defeat the enemy and although 
not killed, lived for the rest of their lives 
with memories that would haunt them to 
the point that they could not talk about 
what they had endured or seen. My father 
and uncle, who both deployed to France 
during WWII refused to talk about their 
experiences there. But from comments 
that they made in response to questions 
about the war, I was able to glean the fact 
that, although they made it through the 
war without physical injury, there were 

experiences they had endured that were 
difficult for them to reconcile or share.

In my life, I’ve been blessed with an 
abundance of givers! Certainly, some 
of those givers were family members. I 
consider my father as chief among those. 
Economically, we were considered a poor 
family. When I look through some of 
my father’s belongings and find some of 
his old pay stubs, it amazes me that our 
family of 6 (4 kids and 2 adults) lived so 
well on so little. And yet, my father was 
always willing to give to others. If a friend 
or relative called with an electrical or 
mechanical problem, my dad would drop 
what he was doing and respond to the 
need. He would take no compensation in 
return. My dad never had a credit card or 
even a checking account, but he could go 
to any merchant in our town and purchase 
what was needed with a promise to pay 
what was owed.

The givers are legion. Some who come 
to mind include Red Skelton, one of the 
greatest comedians ever. Skelton, who 
was a Mason, gave us the gift of laughter 
– without the use of any foul language or 
off-color humor. Another great entertainer, 
Brother Danny Thomas, founded the St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital. Brother Arnold 
Palmer, one of the greatest golfers ever, 
is credited with the rise of popularity of 
golf. Arnie’s Army, a mob of fans who 
followed him from hole to hole during 

tournaments, was an incredible sight 
to behold. But beyond the golf, Arnold 
Palmer was a giver and his philanthropic 
effort continues to this day through his 
foundation.

There have been many other givers in 
my life, individuals from all walks of life, 
who have been willing to give without any 
thought to what I might be able to give 
back, and I am deeply appreciative of the 
support they’ve rendered. Many of those, 
though I didn’t know it at the time, were 
eventually revealed to be members of the 
Masonic Fraternity. All of them have had 
a role in molding me and mentoring me. 
They’ve been a great inspiration and I’ve 
tried to emulate them in my own life.

I think the highest compliment that 
can be given to an individual is to bestow 
upon him, the title of “giver!” During my 
life, I’ve tried to give back as well. The 
great lesson that Masonry tries to impart 
to each of us is that we are servants to our 
fellow men. It matters not whether one 
is the youngest entered apprentice in the 
northeast corner or the Grand Master of 
Masons – each Mason is charged to serve 
humanity. When a Brother’s obituary is 
written, the highest compliment that can 
be paid to him is the notation that “he was 
a giver and a servant to his fellow men.” So 
mote it be. 

Are You A Giver or A Taker? by Charles W. Yohe

three levels of development which the true aspiring Freemason 
goes through in order to develop his consciousness on his way to 
attaining Mastery. The purpose here is to make you aware that 
attaining the “Light”  is more than just a glib saying. It is a goal 
of incomprehensibly joyous attainment which can only be bought 
through sacrifice and the repeated employment and exercise of 
Free Will.  Some may even liken it to the attainment of a Pearl of 
a Great Price. 

As always, Lafayette Consistory, and the Valleys of Bridgeport, 

New Haven, and Waterbury stand ready to help further your 
understanding of the three degrees of Freemasonry. Should you have 
questions about the Scottish Rite, please feel free to contact me at the 
email address above, or call the Consistory office at (203) 375-0064.

True Initiation Continued from page 23
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Sunday, September 15, marked the official opening of the 
third Connecticut site for the Children’s Dyslexia Centers 
of Connecticut. More than 50 people were in attendance 

for the ribbon cutting ceremony held at the latest satellite center 
which is located at Brick Walk Place, 2 High St. in Farmington. 

Those in attendance included members of the board of 
governors, town, state and federal representatives, members from 
the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite valleys in Connecticut, the 
Grand Master, MWB Melvin Johnson, and several parents and 
students of the Children’s Dyslexia Center. Short presentations 
were made by Ill. Brothers Rich Jones and William Bohman of 
the Valley of Hartford, a representative from Senator Blumenthal’s 
office, board of governors’ chairman, John Amarilios, Ill. Brother 
David Sharkis – Director of Operations for all Children’s Dyslexia 
Centers, Cheryl Sharkis, and the Grand Master. Following the 
cutting of the ribbon by one of the students, Ms. Isabelle, all 
who gathered and filled the center were invited to a reception at 
Cugino’s restaurant a short distance away.

Connecticut is now home to three Children’s Dyslexia Centers 
– the original main center in Waterbury, a satellite center which 
opened in Bridgeport within the last 12 months, and now the 
satellite location in Farmington. Mrs. Cheryl Sharkis is the overall 
director of all three centers with co-directors at each of the satellite 

locations. Once all locations are fully staffed, it is anticipated that 
the current student census of approximately 30 can be increased 
to 60 students.

The Children’s Dyslexia Centers are operated within the 15 state 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite and provide free one-on-one tutoring for school-aged 
children who have been diagnosed with dyslexia. If you know of 
someone with a child who suffers from this affliction, refer them 
to the main CDC in Waterbury for further information. The 
CDC may be reached at (203) 465-0830.

The annual Walk for Dyslexia Awareness fundraiser will be held 
in Waterbury on Sunday, October 6, at 531 Highland Avenue. 
Registration begins at noon with the walk stepping off at 1 
p.m. Donations may be sent to: Children’s Dyslexia Center of 
Connecticut, 529 Highland Avenue, Waterbury, CT 06708.

Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Connecticut 
Open Third Site by Charles W. Yohe
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For more details about any of these events, 
please contact the Lodge directly. In many cases, 
reservations are required, and they may or may not 
be open to the public.

All times are supplied by the lodges. The Connecticut 
Freemasons newspaper is not responsible for errors. 
When traveling, please contact the Secretary of the 
lodge to verify all times and events. For recurring 
events and breakfasts, they may not take place 
during the summer months – call to check.

RECuRRING EVENTS

Every Sunday: 
St. Peter’s Lodge No. 21, New Milford, 12 p.m., 
Build a Brother Go over and ritual or 
questions you may have on masonry.  
Prospective candidates and new brothers welcome.

Every Tuesday, 7 p.m. 
Day Spring Lodge No. 30, Hamden. 
BINGO! Open to the public, all masons 
and eastern stars. refreshments

Every Thursday, 7 p.m. 
Putnam Lodge No. 46, Putnam. 
Thursday night meeting, socializing, 
rehearsing, Prepping.

First Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
Ansantawae Lodge No. 89, Milford. 
Mason Night @ OAH, Orange Ale house 517 
boston Post rd Orange Ct 

Second & Fourth Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Union Lodge No. 5, Stamford. Fellowship Night 
at the Lodge. Open to all brothers, friends. 
refreshments and discussion. Please call to verify.

Third Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Day Spring Lodge No 30, Hamden.  
Masonic Information Night Open to all who 
may be interested in masonry, with interesting 
presentations and discussion.

Every Friday, 7 p.m. 
St. Peter’s Lodge No. 21, New Milford. 
3XB in the Chapel. brothers, beverages and 
bs every Friday night at 7p.m.

Second Saturday, 7 p.m. 
Day Spring Lodge No. 30, Hamden. 
Movie Night Films, snacks and beverages 
will be provided.

RECuRRING MONTHLY BREAKFASTS

First Sunday, 7 a.m. 
Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140, Newington. 
sbA breakfast Fund-raiser

Second Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Compass Lodge No. 9, Wallingford. 
Fellowship Breakfast (8 a.m. to 10 a.m.) 

Third Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Washington Lodge No. 19, Monroe. 
Country breakfast

First Thursday, 9 a.m. 
8th District Lodges Niantic. 
District Breakfast, Groton Townhouse, Rt 12, Groton 

EVENTS

Sat., October 5, 8 a.m., Compass Lodge No. 9, 
Wallingford, CTCHIP Event- Taste of Wallingford

Sat., October 5, 5 p.m., Cosmopolitan Lodge 
No. 125, New Haven, Cosmopolitan Lodge 
Centenary Gala, Hartog Activity Center at Ashlar 
Village in Wallingford. An evening of dinner, 
dance, merriment, and remembrance as we formally 
celebrate the Centenary of Cosmopolitan Lodge.

Sat., October, 5, 6 p.m., Composite Lodge 
No. 28,Suffield, Oktoberfest

Sat., October 5, 6 p.m., Sequin-Level Lodge 
No. 140, Newington, Oktoberfest Dinner

Sat., October 12, 8 a.m., Sequin-Level Lodge No. 
140, Newington, Lodge Fishing Trip,,

Sat., October 12, 6:30 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1, 
New Haven, The Fur Ball, The Fur Ball is to support 
“Animal Haven” in North Haven, CT, 285 Whitney 
Ave, New Haven, CT 06511

Sun., October 13, 9:30 a.m., Sequin-Level Lodge 
No. 140, Newington, Alzheimer’s Walk,, Rentschler 
Field, 615 Silver Ln, East Hartford, CT 06118

Mon., October 14, 6:30 p.m., Evening Star Lodge 
No. 101, Unionville, Awards Night, Dinner

Sat., October 19, 6:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Lodge 
No. 11,Litchfield, Ladies At The Table, La Cupola 
Ristorante & Inn, 637 Bantam Rd. Banta.m.,  CT

Sat., October 26, Composite Lodge No. 28, 
Suffield,  Scottish Rite Museum and Library Tour

Sat., October 26, 6 p.m., Sequin-Level Lodge No. 
140,Newington, Ladies at the Table

Mon October 28 7 p.m., Seneca Lodge No. 55, 
Torrington, Mason’s Night Out, Food, Fun, and 
Fellowship, Sawyers Bar & Grill, 79 Center St, 
Torrington, CT 06790

Mon October 28 7:30 p.m., Evening Star Lodge 
No. 101, Unionville, Halloween Party/Partner Night

Thu., November 7, 6:30 p.m., Harmony Lodge 
No. 42, Waterbury, Necrology & Awards Night, 
Our annual semi-public necrology ceremony and 
awards night. Dinner at 6:30

Sat., November 9, 10 a.m., Valley Lodge No. 36, 
Simsbury, Grounds Clean-up Day,Bring your leaf 
blowers, let’s all help to prepare the lodge for  the 
coming winter months! 

Sun., November 10, 4:30 p.m., Cosmopolitan 
Lodge No. 125,New Haven, Annual Movie Night

Mon., November 11, 6 p.m., Evening Star Lodge 
No. 101, Unionville, Stated Communication - 
Tribute to Veterans/Partner Night

Mon., November 11, 7 p.m., Valley Lodge 
No. 36, Simsbury, Awards Banquet & Esoteric 
Presentation

Craft at 
refreshment



Connecticut Freemasons •  October 2019 27

The two weekends before Thanksgiving are designated as National 
Donor Sabbath Month. This provides Lodges with the opportunity 
to approach their local churches and encourage registering at www.
registerme.org to become donors. To learn more about your lodge’s 
involvement with area churches or temples, go on-line to www.
donatelife.net/nds . 

From the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services: 

•	 Someone is added to the waiting list every 10 minutes. Over 
120,000 people are waiting for organ donations.

•	 Each day, an average of 79 people receive organ transplants. 
However, an average of 18 people die each day waiting for 
transplants that can’t take place because of the shortage of 
donated organs.

•	 People of every age give and receive organ donations.

Hymn writer Carolyn Winfrey Gillette has been a chaplain for 
a hospital and several hospices. She is grateful for suggestions for 
this hymn from her husband Bruce Gillette (he has served on a 
hospital ethics committee), hospital Chaplains Tim Rodden and 
Sister Julian Wilson and ethicist Christian Iosso. This hymn is 
dedicated to the memory of Roy Timmer, a faithful Christian, a 
wonderful friend and an organ donor who helped many people.
God, Each Day You Give is Precious

A Hymn for Donor Sabbath 
BEACH SPRING 8.7.8.7 D (“God, Whose Giving Knows No 
Ending”) 

God, each day you give is precious; it’s a joyful thing to live!
We are stewards of the wonders of these bodies that you give.
In our heartbeats, in our breathing, in our walking, in our sight,
We are blessed to be a blessing, and your grace is our delight.
Yet when tragedy is sudden, when we’re faced with pain and death,
When a body is too broken to receive another breath,
When it seems that none can cheer us, when a loved one is too ill,
In these times when death is near us, life becomes more precious still.
We are grateful for the vision of the ones who have prepared:
Who have made the firm decision that, in death, life must be shared,
For when earthly bodies fail them, as they’re welcomed into heaven,
Others here will know a blessing from the life these saints have given.
God, we thank you for the families who, in saying their good-byes,
Seek to end their neighbors’ suffering, giving hope and changing lives-
And for resurrection glory, we give thanks and praises, too.
Death can never end our story, for you’ll make us whole and new.
We are made to make a difference, we are made to laugh and dance,
So we thank you for each person who receives a second chance.
For they know that life is precious; they can see another dawn.
They are blessed to be a blessing as the joy of life goes on. 

Text: Copyright © Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2014.

The committee and Donate Life CT would be happy to be of any 
assistance, email to toursone@comcast.net.

National Donor Sabbath Month by Richard F. Denno
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To have your lodge events appear in the newspaper, please update your 
lodge website calendars prior to the 10th of the previous month. If your 
lodge needs assistance accessing the website please have the Worshipful 
Master, Secretary, or Calendar Admin contact the Help Desk: https://
ctfreemasons.on.spiceworks.com/portal.  

All times are supplied by the lodges. If there is a dinner, the time in 
the heading reflects that. The Connecticut Freemason newspaper is not 
responsible for errors. When traveling, please contact the Secretary 
of the lodge to verify all times and events and to inquire about dinner 
reservations.

GRAND LODGE SEMI-ANNuAL SESSION  
Saturday, October 19, 8 a.m., Hartog Center,  
Ashlar Village, Wallingford

MASTERS & WARDENS SEMINAR 
Saturday, October 26, 8:30 a.m., Hartog Center,  
Ashlar Village, Wallingford

ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREES 

Thu., October 3, 6:30 p.m., Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3,  
Fairfield, Dinner

Tue., October 22, 7:30 p.m., Fayette Lodge No. 69, Ellington

FELLOW CRAFT DEGREES

Tue., October 1, 6:30 p.m., Coastal Lodge No. 57, Stonington, Dinner

Wed., October 2, 6:30 p.m., King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7, Woodbury

Mon., October 7, 6 p.m., Compass Lodge No. 9,  
Wallingford, Dinner

Wed., October 16, 6:30 p.m., Columbia Lodge No. 25,  
South Glastonbury, Dinner

Wed., October 16, 7:30 p.m., Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125,  
New Haven

Thu., October 17, 6:30 p.m., Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140, 
Newington, Dinner

MASTER MASON DEGREES

Sun., October 6 , Valley Lodge No. 36, Simsbury

Thu., October 24, 6:30 p.m., Hiram Lodge No. 1, New Haven, Dinner

Wed., November 6, 6:30 p.m., King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7, 
Woodbury

Craft at Labor
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On Saturday August 
10, Masons of the 
jurisdiction, including 

the Grand Lodge officers, 
marched in the annual VJ Day 
parade in Moosup. The parade 
celebrates and commemorates 
the victory over Japan, ending 
World War II. Many lodges and 
groups from all over the state 
marched in the parade. 
Photos by Perne R. Maynard
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In late August I attended the biennial portrayal of the 
33rd degree in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. There were 
several thousand Scottish Rite Masons and their wives 

in attendance, and all were looking for breakfast or lunch at 
establishments near their hotels. Apparently no one alerted local 
businesses to the fact that there were going to be an unusual 
number of folks looking for meals.

Many of us descended on a small restaurant entitled Build 
A Breakfast – Build A Burger. The wait staff was overwhelmed 
and the hostess listed several of our names on a waiting list and 
then disappeared. More Masons entered through the front door 
creating a traffic jam. Another waitress finally came to the hostess 
stand in an effort to clear people from blocking the entrance and 
without consulting the waiting list, she seated another couple.

My wife and I waited patiently and about 15 minutes later, we 
finally were seated as well. As we walked past the couple who 
was seated ahead of us, the brother stopped me and expressed his 
concern that he and his wife were seated out of turn. I replied that 

it wasn’t his fault and that we were okay with what had been an 
honest mistake.

To the restaurant’s credit, as soon as they realized there was an 
unusual number of diners, they called in additional wait staff. My 
wife and I ordered our breakfasts and were waiting for the food 
to arrive when our waitress came to the table and informed us 
that the other couple, who had been seated first, had paid for our 
meals as well as their own and that we would not be given a bill. I 
got up and went over to the other couple, introduced myself and 
attempted to plead my case, but Brother Stevan Anselini and his 
wife, Nancy, were adamant that they wanted to do something to 
rectify the mistake. 

Barbara and I finished our meals and once again stopped by 
the table where the Anselinis were seated. We chatted for a while 
before leaving to go our separate ways. The encounter underscored 
the importance of living our Masonry. It’s not the titles or the 
regalia that make us Masons – it’s how we interact with those 
around us.

(l-r): Illustrious Brothers Dennis Cyr, David Urban, 
and Sterling Viets and their ladies at the reception 
following the 33rd Degree in Milwaukee

The Connecticut delegation 
at the reception after the 

33rd degree in Milwaukee.

A Milwaukee Tale by Charles W. Yohe




