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Eminent Sir Knight Stuart K. Drost Installed As 
Northeast Department Commander by Francis G. Way

On August 22, in Indianapolis, Indiana, at the 67th Triennial 
Conclave of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar, 
Eminent Sir Knight Stuart K. Drost was installed as 

Northeast Department Commander, to serve a three year term. ESK 
Drost will become the third Northeast Department Commander from 

Connecticut, following in the footsteps of ESK Guy Irving Robb, who 
served from 1961-1964, and ESK Vincent Alan Cowie, who served 
from 2009-2012. 

The Grand Encampment consists of eleven departments, eight of 
which cover the United States and three that cover various off-shore 
areas (Far East, Europe, South American). The Northeast Department 
encompasses the Grand Commanderies of Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts/Rhode Island, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania and Vermont.

ESK Drost was born in Bridgeport, on September 18, 1963 and 
grew up in Stratford. He holds a degree in Manufacturing Engineering 
from Norwalk State Technical College and certificates from the 
Southern California Safety Institute (air crash investigation), Survival 
Systems (aviation maritime ditching simulator), Ohio State University 
(gear noise reduction), and others.

He has been employed at Sikorsky Aircraft as Lead Acoustics 
Engineer and the Supervisor of the NVH Research Laboratory. He has 
over 3,000 hours of rotary wing flight test experience and holds several 
patents with more pending. He has also served as the Engineering 
Project Lead for the Marine One helicopter program.

ESK Drost married Marlene Theresa Kendt in 1993 and they reside 
in Shelton. They have two children, Kyle and Rachel, both of whom 
have made their parents proud through their academic and athletic 
achievements.

ESK Stu is an accomplished marksman. He was captain of the 
Sikorsky Pistol Team, shot in the Naugatuck Valley Pistol League, 
and has shot for the West Haven Police Department. Ranked as 
a Master by the NRA in both Indoor and Outdoor Conventional 
Pistol, he was a member of the National Civilian Pistol Team. He 
has won several National Sectional Tournaments and has ranked as 
high at 4th place indoor shooter in the nation.

He has been extensively involved in scouting and athletics in 
support of his children. In spite of all of that he still has time for 
woodworking (making boomerangs, some of his own design, 
among other things) and motorcycle riding.

ESK Drost was raised a Master Mason in 1994 in America-St. 
John’s Lodge No. 8 in Stratford, and was Chaplain during the 
year his father, the late WB Clifford Drost, Jr., sat as Worshipful 
Master. He was knighted in Hamilton Commandery No. 5 
and served as Eminent Commander in 2002. That same year 
he originated the Knight Patriot Program, an annual event at 
Hamilton Commandery. The event has proved so popular that 
getting tickets can be difficult, as seating is always at capacity in 
the Commandery’s dining hall. He is a dual member of Trinity 
Commandery No. 3 in Norwalk.

ESK Stu was appointed to the Grand Commandery line by ESK 
Edward Ham, who also named him Grand Inspector. Because ESK 
Drost believes firmly that “you never get a second chance to make a 
first impression” he refined the inspection form and making it a better 
tool for the improvement of Connecticut’s Commanderies. The form 
is still in use today.

ESK Stu has always had good advice and counsel for any Sir Knight 
on his way up a Commandery’s line of officers. His strongly held belief 
of always having a program at every Conclave has served many an 
Eminent Commander well.

In 2012, Eminent Sir Knight Drost was awarded the Knight 
Commander of the Temple.

Continued on page 20
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Grand Master’s Message
by Marshall K. Robinson

It was a beautiful 
mid-summer 
Wednesday 

afternoon, perfect 
for taking a leisurely 
ride on a motorcycle 
– until a motorist 
pulled out just feet 
in front of me. By 
now, most of the 
Connecticut Masonic 

Family is aware that your Grand Master ended up in the hospital 
with seven broken ribs, a broken bone in my right hand, a fracture 
to one of my cervical vertebrae as well as various abrasions and 
contusions. By all accounts, the motorcycle ended up in better 
shape than me.

I was transported from the accident site in Woodbury to St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Waterbury. After an initial assessment of 
my injuries there, I was subsequently transferred to St. Francis 
Hospital in Hartford. I spent the next four days at St. Francis 
while members of our Fraternity put the wheels in motion 
to orchestrate a transfer to the Masonicare Health Center in 
Wallingford for rehab.

Despite the insistence of St. Francis Hospital personnel 
that “Masonicare doesn’t accept transfers on weekends” and 
“Masonicare doesn’t have any rooms available,” both of which 
were untrue, a transfer was arranged on Sunday afternoon. Upon 
my arrival at Ramage 2, the staff, none of who knew who I was, 
was extremely nice and accommodating. They immediately set 
about getting me settled in a room with a view overlooking the 
flag poles and downtown Wallingford.

I imagine there was something of a stir around the nurses’ 
station when, shortly after my arrival, I was visited by the 
chairman of the Masonicare Board of Trustees, Worshipful 
Brother Robert Polito and his wife, Lori. A short time later, 
Masonicare’s CEO, Worshipful Brother J.P. Venoit, dropped by to 
see me as well.

The point I want to make is that, as Grand Master, I didn’t 
receive any special treatment. I was treated just like any other 
patient or resident. But the treatment was superb! The nursing 
staff, the nursing assistants, and the physical therapy staff 
provided a level of care that contributed to my wellbeing and 
complemented my recovery.

In all my years as a Mason, I have from time to time visited 
our various Masonicare facilities located around the state, never 
expecting that I would personally become a recipient of the 
services provided. Having done so, I can enthusiastically and 
emphatically recommend the Masonicare Health Center to 
anyone who may be in need of rehabilitation services. Most 
hospitals are associated with related rehabilitation centers toward 
which they attempt to direct patients. Just remember, you have a 
choice! Regardless of what the hospital may tell you, Masonicare is 
a viable option for rehabilitation almost every time.

Occasionally I’ll hear Brothers say something along the line 
of “What has Masonry done for me?” Well, one of the very big 
“perks” of being a Mason is that we have these very fine medical 
facilities available when needed. What sets Masonicare apart from 
the rest? Our culture of caring! It is instilled in every Masonicare 
employee from the CEO on down. How do I know? Because I’ve 
personally experienced it.

I am at home now having been discharged on July 27. I am 
getting better a little each day and progressing to the day when the 
cast is off of my right arm and the neck collar is history. I want to 
thank all of you who sent your best wishes, visited me, and sent 
other timely and appropriate items. You were there for me in my 
time of need. 
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DIRECTIONS TO
ASHLAR  VILLAGE

From Hartford, Connecticut
I-91 South to exit #17 (Wilbur Cross 
Parkway - Route 15 South)  
 
Take exit #64, at end of ramp there is a 
traffic light, turn left at light 
 
Immediately at next traffic light, turn right 
onto Cheshire Road  
 
Ashlar Village Main Entrance is ½ mile on 
the right 

From Waterbury, Connecticut
84 East to exit #27 (691 East) towards 
Meriden/Middletown  
 
Take exit #10 (Wilbur Cross Parkway –  
Route 15 South) 
 

Take exit #64, at the end of ramp there is a 
traffic light, turn left at light 
 
Immediately at next light, turn right onto 
Cheshire Road  
 
Ashlar Village Main Entrance is ½ mile on 
the right 

From Essex, Connecticut
Route 9 North to exit #20S (I-91 South) on 
the left towards New Haven  
 
Take exit #17 (W. Cross Pkwy -  
Route 15 South)  
 
Take exit #64, at end of ramp there is a 
traffic light, turn left at light  
 
Immediately at next traffic light, turn right 
onto Cheshire Road 
 
Ashlar Village Main Entrance is ½ mile on 
the right 

From New Haven, Connecticut via 
Route 15
Route 15 North to exit #64 
 
Turn left at traffic light 
 
At second light, turn right onto Cheshire 
Road 
 
Ashlar Village Main Entrance is ½ mile on 
the right 

From New Haven, Connecticut via I-91
I-91 North to exit #13 (left hand exit) 
At traffic light, turn left then immediately turn 
right onto Toelles Road 
At stop sign turn right onto S. Turnpike 
Road 
At second traffic light, turn left onto 
Cheshire Road 
Ashlar Village Main Entrance is ½ mile on 
the right

Discussion

Most Worshipful Charles W. Yohe having appointed a Grand 
Almoner in 2015 and from thenceforth the position having been 
reappointed by every successive Grand Master; it is appropriate that 
the position of Grand Almoner be permanently appointed within our 
Constitution, Rules and Regulations. 
 
Therefore it is proposed that the following Articles and Sections be 
amended to include the position of Grand Almoner: 
 
Constitution ARTICLE I. 
The Grand Lodge, How Constituted. 
The voting members of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and 
Accepted Masons of the State of Connecticut shall consist of a Grand 
Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Senior Warden, Grand Junior 
Warden, Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary, Grand Senior Deacon, 
Grand Junior Deacon, Grand Marshal, Grand Senior Steward, Grand 
Junior Steward, Grand Chaplain, Grand Almoner, Grand Tiler, and 
all other appointed officers and standing committees of the Grand 
Lodge during such appointment, all past elected Grand Officers, 
current and Past District Deputies, while remaining in good standing 
in their respective lodges, together with the Masters and Wardens of 
the several lodges of this state, provided that this amendment shall 
not affect any brother who was a member of the Grand Lodge, at 
the time of its adoption. All other Master Masons belonging to the 
constituent lodges in this Grand Jurisdiction shall be members of the 
Grand Lodge of Connecticut.  
 

Constitution ARTICLE IV. 
Election and Appointment of Grand Officers. 
The Officers of the Grand Lodge shall be elected by majority ballot 
at the Semi-Annual Communication at a time in the morning 
convenient to the Grand Master, except the DistrictDeputies, Grand 
Deacons, Grand Marshal, G rand Stewards, Grand Chaplain, Grand 
Almoner, Grand Tiler, and any others who shall be appointed by the 
Grand Master. 
 
Subpart 21 - Officers of the Grand Lodge 
Section 2100. Who Are Officers. 
The officers of this Grand Lodge are: a Grand Master, a Deputy 
Grand Master, a Grand Senior Warden, a Grand Junior Warden, a 
Grand Treasurer, a Grand Secretary, a Grand Senior Deacon, a Grand 
Junior Deacon, a Grand Marshal, a Grand Senior Steward, a Grand 
Junior Steward, a Grand Chaplain, a Grand Almoner, a Grand 
Historian, a Grand Organist, a Grand Tiler, and such other officers as 
may be designated in its Constitution. 
 
Section 2118. Titles of Grand Lodge Officers. 
Titles of Grand Lodge Officers should read as follows: The title 
of the Grand Master shall be “Most Worshipful”. The title of the 
remaining elected Grand Lodge line officers, together with the Grand 
Senior and Junior Deacons, Grand Marshal, Grand Senior and 
Junior Stewards, Grand Chaplain, Grand Almoner, Grand Historian, 
Grand Organist, Grand Tiler and District Deputies shall be “Right 
Worshipful”. Brethren who have held such offices shall retain their 
respective titles for life.

   Legislation to establish the position of Grand Almoner in Connecticut Masonry.
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From the Desk of Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit
President & CEO of Masonicare

I hope everyone had a great summer. 
It seemed to go by quickly. Summer 
for us at Masonicare was a very busy 

time. We hosted a series of community 
concerts at our Wallingford and Chester 
campuses, and held barbecues and other 
summer-inspired events on all campuses, 
including Mystic, where we also unveiled a 
new Independent Living concept. Known 
as our Sea Level apartments, these offer a 
more economical option for prospective 
renters. Call us or check it out if you’re in 
the Mystic area.

We have just finished our budget-
planning for the next fiscal year, 
which for Masonicare starts October 
1. Approved by our Board of Trustees, 
the budget reflects a sustainability 
strategy that grows our residential living 
services and reduces our reliance on the 
government as a payer source. 

Our industry is ever-changing and 
evolving. While we remain committed to 
our nursing home patients, it is a reality 
that utilization of nursing home services 
has declined as more health care is brought 
into the home and as more seniors age in 

place. As a matter of fact, the one area of 
Medicare reimbursement that will have a 
small (2.1%) increase next year is home 
health care. Anticipating the growth of the 
home care field, Masonicare expanded into 
it in the early 1990s. Our home health and 
hospice services are now virtually state-
wide. In the Hartford area, we formed 
a home health and hospice partnership 
with Saint Francis Hospital ten years ago. 
Together we have had the privilege of 
caring for thousands of patients. But now, 

as you may know, Saint Francis is part 
of a larger health system, Trinity Health 
of New England. In addition to four 
hospitals, Trinity has long-standing home 
health and hospice service lines and, as a 
result, we find ourselves with competing 
interests. The mutual decision has been 
reached to dissolve our partnership. Rest 
assured, Masonicare is fully committed to 
the Greater Hartford region. This change is 
a great opportunity to expand our referral 
base and bring home health and hospice 
services to more patients and families. To 
that end, we are establishing a new branch 
of Masonicare Home Health & Hospice in 
the Hartford area and we expect nearly all 
the patients to stay with us. 

Recognizing that most patients prefer to 
be cared for in the familiarity and comfort 
of their own home, Masonicare remains 
committed to being a leader in home 
health and hospice care in Connecticut.  
 
Sincerely and fraternally,
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Recently the residents of Ashlar 
Village and I have been studying 
the book of Daniel. Daniel was a 
young Jewish man who was taken into 

captivity by King Nebuchadnezzar in 
the 2nd century. His God given ability to 

identify and interpret dreams made him a 
distinguished member of the Babylonian Diaspora and a trusted 
advisor of the king. It is very interesting that Daniel managed to 
achieve this distinction, despite many enemies who sought his 
destruction. 

As one studies Daniel, and his courage in the face of great peril, 
there is a central theme that remains a constant -- reliance on 
God. Daniel was able to place his trust in God and not allow the 
circumstances to shake his faith. He took time to pause and to 
pray when met with crisis and would wait for spiritual direction 
from the Grand Architect before moving forward. 

From Daniel, we learn the benefit of taking time to pause in 
moments of crisis and turmoil to pray. While it is tempting to 
take matters into one’s own hands and create a plan during times 
of difficulty, taking time to stop and pray is a Masonic lesson we 
should apply as we navigate the twists and turns on our journey 
through life. The story of Daniel is a wonderful depiction of 
what it means to put faith into action. His story is one that 
affirms the role of faith and trust in God, that is again affirmed 
though prayer. As Masons, we are taught to never enter into any 
important undertaking without first invoking the blessing of 
Deity, and Daniel, although not a Mason, is a wonderful example 
of this teaching put into action. 

In this fast paced world, I believe we would all be better off if we 
take time, as Daniel did, to have a conversation with God and ask 
for direction and help. God is always there and is never too busy 
to hear our prayers and help us find our way. 

From the Desk and 
Bench of the Grand Chaplain/Organist 

by Rev. Carl H. Anderson

The Summer “Chill Out” Community Drive was a huge 
success. Many, many thanks to all who came together to 
help our neighbors in need stay cool this summer.

An amazing total of 36 fans and 2,702 bottles of water were 
collected which included generous donations of water from 
Cheshire Big Y, Cheshire Stop n’ Shop, East Rock Pharmacy, 
and Morrison.

Members of the Social Accountability Committee collected 
and dropped off the donations to the Meriden Health 
Department and the Spanish Community of Wallingford for 
distribution in the community. Thank you again to everyone for 
your great response!

Summer Chill-Out Community Drive 
a Huge Success! by Sandy Potter
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Two hundred and thirty five years 
ago, the American Revolution was 
coming to an end and the peace 

accord was signed at the Hague by 
representatives from the new United 

States and from the European nations of 
Spain and France together with Britain. The 

Continental army was being reduced and the five Connecticut 
regiments dwindled down to three and some were ordered to 
guard West Point. Furloughs, and later discharges, were given 
to most soldiers except for a small detachment stationed along 
the Hudson. Our past Grand Historian, Jim Case wrote “An 
interesting event took place at the Verplanck House near Fishkill 
(NY) on May 13, 1783 when the first steps were taken toward 
organization among the officers of the army of a Society of 
Friends.” Prominent Masons like George Washington and Henry 
Knox were officers of this new society as well as Samuel Parsons, 
Ephraim Kirby, John Mix, Thomas Y. Seymour and others. There 
was some opposition as it created an air of hereditary patricians 
unlike Freemasonry but the organization prevailed. The good 
news was that Freemasonry was starting to revive itself as lodges 
had been formed or reformed in various localities. In 1783, it 
was in Shelton and Lakeville that lodges emerged. With the drop 
off of masonic activity in the traveling military lodges, men were 
traveling sometimes long distances to enjoy the fraternity. The 
same year, representatives from twelve lodges met to discuss a 
“Grand Lodge.” It took six more years for the actual organization 
to take place and agreement reached on the original rules of 
organization of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut. 

[ \

Seventy years ago the World War II had ended and America 
was rebounding. Freemasonry was flourishing and at the annual 
session in Hartford (Foot Guard Armory) on April 7 & 8, the 
Grand Secretary reported that 2,225 had been raised bringing 
membership to 41,202 (40,162 had been raised in the 20th 
century). The gain was 1,471 (we had taken 1,057 off the rolls 
because of death and NPD). Grand Master Ramage, in his 
remarks, indicated that he had served 14 months because of a 
switch in the Grand Lodge year. This was the longest “single term” 
since the Civil War. A few Grand Masters had served multiple 
terms but MWB Ramage had only been elected and installed 
once. On some sadder notes, the Grand Secretary Winthrop Buck 
passed away and the appointment of Earle Haling quickly filled 
the shoes of one Grand Secretary. 

[ \

In a lengthy appendix to the 1948 proceedings, MWB Haling 
wrote about the “Deputy System” in Connecticut. Since the 
inception of the Grand Lodge there was always a push for 
uniformity of the work. MWB Hailing writes: “The desire for 
uniformity still persisted and in 1847 it was voted that the Grand 
Lodge Officers be requested to exhibit the work during the 
present communication. Later in the session, perhaps due to a lack 
of confidence in the ritualistic ability of the Grand Lodge officers, 
the vote was rescinded and a resolution adopted that provided for 
a special communication to be held in Middletown on October 
12 and 13 for the purpose of mutual instruction in the lectures 
and work. At the special communication, the three degrees were 
exemplified by brethren of St John’s Lodge No. 4 in Hartford.” A 
subsequent resolution was passed that the work of St John No. 4 
be recommended to all subordinate lodges and it be the official 
ritual of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut. Ritual variations did 
pop up, because the transmission was from mouth to ear and 
Brothers with different hearing abilities communicated what they 
heard and perfect uniformity was not to be found. 

[ \

The 1882 proceedings record the fact that MWB James 
McCormack traveled to Virginia on October 18, 1881 at the 
laying of the cornerstone of a monument commemorating 
the surrender of Lord Cornwallis to the American forces. 
The President of the United States (Brother James Garfield) 
was present as were several members of his staff. MWB 
McCormack remarked that all thirteen of the original colonies 
were represented by either the Grand Master or his proxy, a 
remarkable feat for 1881.

Grand Historian’s 
Corner

by Gary A. Littlefield
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I recently received a card from Ill. Brother David A. Glattly, 
33°, the Sovereign Grand Commander of the Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite, NMJ. It said: 

As we embark on a revitalization of the Masonic Fraternity 
– Brotherhood is what makes the Masonic Fraternity so 
meaningful and important to all of us. Your being a member of 
this fine fraternity should make you proud to say that you are: 
“Not just a man, you are a Mason.”

As Masons, we not only believe 
in God, but also in love and 
devotion to family and nation. 
But what is love? 

LOVE is patient, love is kind. It 
does not envy, it does not boast, 
it is not proud. It is not rude, 
it is not self-seeking, and it is 
not easily angered. It keeps no 
record of wrongs. Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices in the 
truth. It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, and always 
perseveres. Love never fails.”

That is why MASONRY is: 

“A beautiful system of morality, 
veiled n Allegory and illustrated 
by symbols”

“Unless constantly fortified by 
education, is a fragile plant which 
can wither and die”

“Becomes a way of life only when 
it is appreciated, and when masons 
are proud of its teachings and accept 
the responsibility for nurturing it.” 

 And that is why in the 
SCOTTISH RITE: 

“We will strive to be a fraternity 
that fulfills our Masonic obligation 
to care for our members.”

“We will continue to portray 
degrees that will enforce the 
principles of Reverence for God, 
Integrity, Justice, Tolerance, 
Devotion to Country, and Service to Humanity.” 

“We are known as the College of Freemasonry.”

 Welcome back to another Scottish Rite season at the Valley 
of Hartford. It all begins on Thursday, September 20 with the 
portrayal of the 4th degree and 13th degrees at 7:30 p.m.

The Valley will host pre-degree dinners (all you can eat) at the 
Shrine facility at 6:15 p.m., The price remains at $12 paid in 
advance, or all four dinners for $40. The reservation deadline 

is noon on Tuesday prior to each 
degree. Late reservations or walk-
ins will cost $15.

  We are asking all Valley of 
Hartford brethren to be a top 
line signer on a Scottish Rite 
Application or to get involved in 
our portrayals. Even joining us 
at the pre-degree dinners to get 
to know and welcome our new 
candidates would be a big help!

The only way our Valley can grow 
is when every brother “replaces 
himself ” by bringing in a new 
candidate. If you have done so 
already the Valley of Hartford 
thanks you.

Additional information is 
readily available to help with 
new candidates: Informational 
DVD’s are available on request 
to potential new members – they 
can be mailed to you or the 
candidate. Visit the Valley of 
Hartford website, valleyofhartford.
org , which provides links to up-
to-date information on what is 
happening in the Valley, the latest 
Valley calendar, information about 
the Scottish Rite, how to joing, 
directions to the Valley and other 
comprehensive information.

Or call the Valley Secretary, 
Bro. Tony Angelica, any Monday, 
Wednesday, or Friday morning 
between 9 am, and noon, at  

(860) 666-0712, or e-mail him at sect@snet.net. Tours of our 
beautiful Scottish Rithe Cathedral are also available.

Valley of Hartford, AASR 
by David R. Blythe, Sr.
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Congratulations to Our 
75-Year Brothers

Frederick G. Raymond
America-St. John’s Lodge No. 8 ~ March 14, 1939

 
James H. Murphy

King Hiram Lodge No. 12 ~ November 4, 1941
 

Paul W. Entress
Wyllys-St. Lodge No. John’s 4 ~ May 4, 1942

 
Adrian E. Offinger

Old Well-St. John’s Lodge No. 6 ~ June 17, 1943

 

Congratulations to Our 
50-Year Brothers

Chester D. Wilson
Union Lodge No. 31 ~ August 1, 1968

 
Thomas W. Brainard

Uriel Lodge No. 24 ~ August 10, 1968
 

John E. Casey, Jr.
Putnam Lodge No. 46 ~ September 7, 1968

 
Joel S. Rappaport

Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125 ~ September 18, 1968
 

Elliot J. Kerzner
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125 ~ September 18, 1968

 
Richard A. Lewis

Valley Lodge No. 36 ~ September 23, 1968
 

Richard E. Raymond
Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88 ~ September 25, 1968

 
Harold W. Oakes, Jr.

Composite Lodge No. 28 ~ September 26, 1968
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Matthew W. Sargeant Acacia Lodge No. 85

John B. Dimaano Anchor Lodge No. 112

Christopher R. Belous Annawon Lodge No. 115

Nathan W. Card Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Calvin K. Foreman Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Michael P. Mizzone Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Brandon T. Stevens Coastal Lodge No. 57

Richard A. Bates Columbia Lodge No. 25

Brian K. Richard Compass Lodge No. 9

Charles G. Ehrentraut, Sr. Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Charles G. Ehrentraut, Jr. Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Earl W. Ehrentraut Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Mason A. Helm Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Craig A. Stevens Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125

Michael J. Almeida Jr. Daytime Lodge No. 144

Jacob R. Hudson Daytime Lodge No. 144

Derek J. Brown Federal Lodge No. 17

Nicholas M. Fraser Federal Lodge No. 17

Benjamin M. Clark Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3

Brian J. Adams Friendship Lodge No. 33

Scott G. Zwiebel Harmony Lodge No. 42

Marc P. Giachino Harmony Lodge No. 67

Daniel Scherban Hiram Lodge No. 1

Richard Keen Ivanhoe Lodge No. 107

Peter Spyreas Ivanhoe Lodge No. 107

Shawn R. Ratches Manchester Lodge No. 73

John H. Kovach Meridian Lodge No. 77

Michael W. Wlodyka Meridian Lodge No. 77

Bruce Pendleton Purity Lodge No. 150

Williamson C. Egwu Seneca Lodge No. 55

Alan J. Spatafore Seneca Lodge No. 55

Clifton D. Durity Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140

Mark C. Poulin Jr. Shepherd-Salem Lodge No. 78

Riccardo DiGiacomo III Somerset-St. James Lodge No. 34

Zane G. Hawkins Somerset-St. James Lodge No. 34

Corvingthon L. Civil Universal Fraternity Lodge No. 149

Nathan P. Dudley Universal Fraternity Lodge No. 149

Wilner Timolien Universal Fraternity Lodge No. 149

Jeremiah W. Blankenbaker Uriel Lodge No. 24

Jeffrey A. Blaymen Warren Lodge No. 51

Thomas M. Gorman Washington Lodge No. 70

Peter D. King Washington Lodge No. 70

Jeffery D. Williams Washington Lodge No. 70

Nathan R. Fish Wolcott Lodge No. 60

Connor D. Holmes Wolcott Lodge No. 60

We Welcome Our New Brothers 
to the Fraternity
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With a rap of his gavel, the 88th Annual Connecticut DeMolay Conclave 
was declared closed by new State Master Councilor Keith Schmidt 
on Sunday, July 15. Conclave was deemed a success by many who 

attended. We saw much competition, much chapter enthusiasm, much chapter 
spirit, but most of all we saw much DeMolay Comradeship, the DeMolay precept 
represented by the fourth candle.

Congratulations go to Past State Master Councilor Evan Ruszczyk on a successful 
term of office.

Nathan Hale Chapter of New Britain took home the coveted Past State Master 
Councilor’s Conclave Chapter Spirit Award for their united display of chapter 
brotherhood and enthusiasm all weekend long. 

Dominic Rowland of Nathan Hale Chapter was awarded the Damian Becroft 
Conclave Sportsmanship Award “For conduct and attitude considered as 
befitting participation in sports, in life’s lessons and in living the precepts of the 
Order of DeMolay, especially fair play, courtesy, and gracefulness in victory and 
in defeat during this year’s Conclave. This is an annual award that is presented 
at each Conclave in memory of Brother Damien Becroft, who exemplified all of 
this and more.” 

Milford Chapter, for the fourth year in a row, emerged as the Conclave Winners, 
having dominated in sports and ritual competition, the other Chapters didn’t stand a chance against this juggernaut. Nathan Hale 
Chapter took 2nd place, Sleeping Giant Chapter of North Haven came in 3rd.

Following Conclave, the year’s new State Suite Officers prepared themselves with the annual State Suite Retreat at the Bear Creek 
Campground. It was a successful weekend, covering all the material required to make a highly effective State Suite, ready for service to 
Connecticut DeMolay.

The weekend was concluded 
with a Connecticut 
DeMolay and Rainbow Lake 
Compounce day. Members 
of DeMolay and Rainbow 
and some of their friends 
from all around the state 
gathered in Bristol for a 
thrilling day of amusement 
and fellowship. Many groups 
found themselves riding one 
roller coaster after another, 
cooling off in the water 
park, or just relaxing and 
chatting with their brothers 
and sisters. Needless to say, 
all of the Masonic youth in 
attendance from Connecticut 
had a blast of a day to kick 
off this year and will certainly 
be anticipating a great year to 
come.

L-R: State Chapter Dad Roger Smith, State Senior Deacon Aidan Pelletier, State Senior Councilor Ryan Smith, State 
Master Councilor Keith Schmidt, State Junior Councilor Dominic Rowland, State Marshal/Chaplain Sebastian 
Pesquera, Executive Officer Brian Beals 

DeMolay News & Happenings by Brian Beals



Connecticut Freemasons • September 201816

Order of the Amaranth Annual Grand Court Picnic

Preschool Farmer’s Market 
by Sandy Potter

The Preschool class at Masonic Child Development Center recently held 
their 15th Annual Farmer’s Market and Bake Sale.

The children, their teachers, and parents grew/baked all of the 
delicious items that were for sale and all the money raised goes directly to buy 
supplies for fun activities throughout the school year.

Masonicare staff and residents were thrilled to come to the school and interact 
with these adorable entrepreneurs.

Members 
of the 
Order 

of the Amaranth 
in Connecticut 

enjoyed a warm day and warm 
friendship and beautiful gardens at the 
annual Grand Court picnic at the home 
of Bill and Sandie Greene. Scattered rain 
showers had been predicted but held off 
until later in the evening.

The Order is a fraternal and charitable 
organization whose membership consists 
of men and women with Masonic 
affiliation.

The major philanthropic endeavor of 
Amaranth is to find a cure for Diabetes.

For more information about the Order 
of  the Amaranth, contact the Grand 
Secretary at grandsecrecaryct@yahoo.
com.
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In Masonic regalia, the role of each 
officer is designated by a particular 
jewel which is either appended to a 

collar or fixed atop a rod. The Senior and 
Junior Stewards’ rods are ornately capped 
with a cornucopia within a pinecone, 
both of which come to us direct from 
Classical Mythology. The cornucopia is 
considered to be the horn of Amalthea, the 
she-goat that suckled Zeus in his infancy. 
The cornucopia also appears as a symbol 
associated with the grain mother, Demeter, 
whose Roman counterpart is Ceres, the 
etymological namesake of our word cereal. 
The pinecone has been associated with 
Dionysus and his Roman counterpart 
Bacchus. The Thyrsus, which was a 
fennel staff woven with ivy and acanthus 
leaves and capped with a pinecone, was 
frequently depicted in Dionysian imagery. 
The pinecone atop the Thrysus was said 
to drip honey and was commonly used in 
Dionysian and Bacchic religious rites.

The Senior and Junior Deacon’s rods 
are adorned with depictions of the Sun 
and Moon, respectively, within a square 
and compasses. This is mythologically 
significant in the case of the Senior Deacon 
who carries the Worshipful Masters’ orders 
“from East to West” – following, of course, 
the apparent path of the Sun from the 
perspective of the Earth. The Sun, which 
was universally anthropomorphized in 
ancient mythologies (as in the cases of 
Shamash, Ra, Horus, Helios, Phoebus-
Apollo, Sol Invictus, et. al.), was made to 
occupy a solar barque or chariot during its 
diurnal circuit from East to West. 

By this analogy, it could easily be 
construed that the Junior Deacon’s lunar 
symbolism is in relation to his position in 
the West of the Lodge – i.e., ‘at the close 
of the day.’ It is a common understanding, 
mythologically and otherwise, that the 
Sun is associated with the daytime and the 
Moon with the night – or, as it is stated 

in a certain Masonic lecture referencing 
the Three Lesser Lights of Freemasonry: 
“As the Sun rules the day and the Moon 
governs the night […].” 

Most mythological systems have some 
sort of lunar archetype – some with more 
developed narratives and attributes than 
others – to contrast and/or complement 
that of the solar. Some examples of these 
are Djehuti (Egyptian – an early, regional 
Thoth prototype whose attribution is lunar 
when depicted as an ibis or baboon with 
the Moon disc), Sin (Assyro-Babylonian), 
Cybele (Phrygian), the tripartite Hecate 
(Greek) and, of course, Luna (Roman).

The crossed keys of the Treasurer’s 
jewel are also a notable mythological 
motif, as they are also associated with 
the Anatolian, and later Greek, goddess 
Hecate, and also with the Leontocephaline, 
a lesser figure found in the iconography 
of Roman Mithraism. Hecate, a lunar 
crone-goddess, was associated with 

crossroads, silver and currency – which is 
pertinent to the office of Treasurer. The 
Leontocephaline (who we will discuss in 
further detail in Section IV, which centers 
on Mithraism) is sometimes depicted with 
crossed keys held over the chest – in the 
manner of Osiris’ ever-present crook and 
flail, which later morphed into general 
symbols of pharaonic authority – and a 
set of hammer and tongs, the working 
tools of Hephaestus, at his feet. This 
gains significance, Masonically, when we 
consider that Tubal-cain inhabits the same 
archetypal role in the Abrahamic canon 
(i.e. metallurgical artificer) as Hephaestus 
and Vulcan do in the Greek and Roman 
pantheons, respectively. Notably, most 
depictions of the Leontocephaline also 
include the caduceus, or wand of Hermes. 
It is also suspected that this figure was 
a zoomorphic representation of the Leo 
Grade in the Mithraic initiatory cycle.

The Masonic Tyler’s jewel, being a sword, 
is obviously a martial symbol. The Tyler’s 
duties are, in part, “to keep off all cowans 
and eavesdroppers and see that none 
pass or repass […].” In these regards, and 
considering the fact that the Tyler is sworn 
to guard and maintain the security of the 
Lodge, his office may be construed as the 
most aresian or martial. The jewel of the 
Lodge Historian – the quill and scrolled 
parchment – could easily be considered 

The Mythological Import Of The Officer’s Jewels
by Jaime Paul Lamb

The Leontocephaline

Hecate, the tripartite “Greek Goddess 
of the Crossroads

Continued on page 32
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District 1 
Lodges 3, 5, 6, 8, 19, 65, 67, 85, 104, 109, 107, 142, 144, 149

Supported by brothers and family members from several lodges, Fidelity-St. John’s 
Lodge No. 3 hosted its 4th annual work party with Habitat for Humanity of Coastal 
Fairfield County on May 5 This year the group worked on renovations of one of 
Habitat’s earliest homes in Bridgeport. Habitat for Humanity organizes volunteers for 
such work year around in hundreds of communities in the United States and abroad.

Above: Dave Klein.
Below: Chris Jennings, Greg Schroder..

L-R: Kevin Demaine, Chris Jennings, Kyle Canning, Dave Klein, 
Habitat Manager Eileen Bakos, Habitat recipient Don Demaine, 

Jim D’Acosta, Greg Schroder, Jonathan Walsh

Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3 
Supports Habitat for Humanity 
by James D’Acosta

District 1 continued on page 19

Washington Lodge No. 19 Awards Computer to Student
by Roy Nealon

 
Every year Washington Lodge No. 19, with the help of 
the guidance department of Masuk High School, awards 
a worthy student the Washington Lodge No. 19 Masonic 
Computer Award. This year the recipient was Erica 
Pullen. She will be pursuing a degree in Criminal Justice. 
Washington Lodge wishes her great success in her future.

WM David Papp, Erica Pullen, and WB Anthony 
Agosto, owner of E47 Tech.

Erica Pullen’s father proudly looks on.
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District 1 continued from page 18 
Lodges 3, 5, 6, 8, 19, 65, 67, 85, 104, 109, 107, 142, 144, 149

Union Lodge No. 5 Presents Scholarship 
by Richard Gross

The Brethren of Union Lodge No. 5 of Stamford, hosted a summer picnic early July 
where they presented Gianluca Canessa with the Lodge’s yearly Scholarship award. 
Gianluca plans on attending University of New Haven, pursuing his career in national 
security and criminal justice.

Gianluca Canessa receives his scholarship

A Sublime Evening in June
by Michael D. Sabia Jr.

It was an excellent evening on June 26 to come together for fellowship 
before going dim for the summer. Acacia Lodge No. 85, along with 
many Brothers from Harmony Lodge No. 67 and Temple Lodge No. 
65, put together an excellent Master Mason Degree at the Lodge room 
in New Canaan. 

Before the evening’s work began, a cookout was held to make sure all 
were well nourished. Two Eagle Scouts from Troop 1 in Greenwich were 
also presented their Connecticut Masonic Scouters Association Eagle 
Commendations, signed by MWB Marshall K. Robinson. 

When it was time to begin, WB Andrew Melillo tendered his gavel to 
WB John Ruth of Harmony Lodge, who presided for the First Section 
of the Degree. After a brief refreshment, the Lodge was returned to 
Labor by WB Michael Sabia for the Tragedy, where two brothers (one 
from Acacia, the other from Harmony) were raised Master Masons. What 
better way is there to close out the season than with Good Men, Great 
Fellowship, and Excellent Work!

Above: RWB Scott Sargeant, Eagle Scout Joe, WM Andrew Melillo, 
Eagle Scout Gabe, WB Michael Sabia. Below: group shot

RWB Scott Sargeant DD1A, his cousin and new 
MM Matthew Sargeant, WB Donald Sargeant 
(Matt’s father)

Family of the 
Eagles Scouts
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Grand Lodge Rules & 
Regulations Updates
The Grand Lodge Rules and Regulations have been updated through 
April 2018. There were no changes to the Jurisprudence (Blue section) 
or Nickerson’s Digest. A complete copy of the Rules and Regulations, 
Jurisprudence and Nickerson’s Digest, in a searchable PDF format, is 
available on the Grand Lodge website, within the member section. We 
strongly encourage you to download the free PDF version given the search 
features. Never worry about replacing printed pages as you will simply 
download the next revised PDF. The file can be saved to your computer or 
as many brothers have done, to your smart phone.

Printed versions for the Blue book are available upon written request. The 
following updates are available: Revision 4 – amendments approved in 
October 2017 and Revision 5 – amendments approved in April 2018. There 
is no charge for these updates. If you need the entire Rules and Regulations 
replaced, the cost will be $7.00 plus postage. If you need the entire contents 
of the Blue book replaced (Rules and Regulations, Jurisprudence and 
Nickerson’s Digest), the cost will be $15.00 plus postage. To request the 
printed updates please email Erika at ECortezano@Masonicare.org or 
complete the following order form and mail to the Grand Lodge office.

 
___ Rev. 4 – October 2017 amendments
___ Rev. 5 – April 2018 amendments 

___ Complete Rules and Regulations  $7.00 plus postage
___ Complete Blue book contents  $15.00 plus postage
 

Name:___________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________
 
State________________________________ Zip Code_____________

Home or Cell Phone:________________________________________

Primary Lodge: ____________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________
 
Mail to: Erika Cortezano, Grand Lodge A.F. & A. M. of CT, 69 
Masonic Avenue, Wallingford, CT 06492

Left to right: Marlene Drost with her husband ESK Stu and their 
daughter Rachael. 
Photo: Lori Cowie.

On April 13, 2013, ESK Stuard K. Drost was installed 
as Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commandery of Knights Templar in Connecticut, serving for 
the 2013-2014 templar year.

In his role as Northeast Department Commander, ESK 
Drost will travel to the constituent Grand Commanderies, 
serving as the eyes and ears of the Most Eminent Grand 
Master of the Grand Encampment. He will also aid and assist 
those Grand Commanderies, providing advice from his wealth 
of templary experience.

While he may be busy traveling the northeast, if you do 
bump into him, be sure to congratulate him on this singular 
honor.

ESK Drost Installed Continued from page 3
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District 5 
Lodges , 29, 33, 36, 101, 128, 140, 146, 148

Frederick Franklin Lodge 
No. 14 Donates to Bristol 
PD for Operation Opiod
by Chet Russell

Worshipful Master John B Gladysz accompanied by RWB 
Richard Guimond (Treasurer) and Brother Patrick Kilby, 
recently presented a check to the Bristol Police Chief Brian 
Gould to support Operation Opiod.

Brother Kilby organized and conducted a Safe Boating Class 
at Frederick Franklin Lodge No14 on June 30, the proceeds 
of which where donated to the Bristol Police Dept to 
purchase trained dogs to assist the officers. 

RWB Guimon, Chief Gould, WB Gladysz and Brother Kilby

Grand Lodge U. S. Mail
Address Has Changed

Please note that the U. S. Mail address for 
Grand Lodge has changed. 
 
The post office box address is no 
longer valid. 

All U. S. Mail to Grand Lodge should be 
addressed to: 
69 Masonic Avenue 
Wallingford, CT 06492.
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Harmony Lodge No. 42 Presents Civil War Entered 
Apprentice Degree by Martin J. Macary (Photographs by Gary Rosengrant)

Presenting the Entered Apprentice Degree with a 
Civil War theme had been a subject of conversation 
between WB Hal Elwell and Brother Lou Santos 
for five or six years. Brothers Hal and Lou are 
well known “living historians” or Civil War 
reenactors, with Hal representing the Union and 
Lou representing the Confederacy at events at 
Civil War battlefields up and down the East Coast. 
When WB Hal became the Worshipful Master of 
Harmony Lodge, theie plan was put into place. 
Brother Lou is a member of the Wolcott Landowners 
Protective Association, a private shooting sports club 
in Wolcott and was able to secure the evening of 
Saturday, June 23 for the Degree.

Brothers from across the state and Rhode Island 
assembled at the hall of the WLOPA for libations and 
an incredible dinner of prime rib, chicken parmesan, baked ziti, chicken française, mashed potatoes and roasted vegetables. 

After dinner, and despite the threat of thunderstorms, the brethren traveled to the rifle range, where an outdoor lodge had been set up 
using hay bales and cut logs as the altar and seating for the officers. The officers of Harmony Lodge were attired in Union and Confederate 
uniforms, some as enlisted men and other as officers. There were four Tilers to guard the perimeters of the Lodge, armed not with swords 
but with Civil War era percussion cap rifles. Civil War era candle holders represented the three lesser lights and when darkness overtook 
Wolcott, torches were lit to bring light to the Craft.

Five candidates were initiated into Masonry that evening making the evening more special. 
RWB and Very Reverend Joseph R. Krusienski presented the Third Section Lecture, which 
is not often seen. The rains held off for the evening and a memorable Entered Apprentice 
Degree was portrayed for sixty-three brothers who came to witness it.

Brothers of Harmony Lodge No. 42

SD Matt Elwell, Sec’y Martin Macary, 
WB Dan Sharkis, Brother Eric Sousa, 

WM Hal Elwell, Brother Gerry Matthews, 
Tiler Lou Santos, SW Ken Tarwood

WB Hal Elwell and MWB Marshall Robinson

District 3 
Lodges 7, 1, 12, 17 42, 47, 55, 64, 76, 78
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We offer our condolences to the families and friends 
of those brothers who have been called by 

The Grand Architect of the Universe
Anthony Amendola  Annawon Lodge No. 115

John T. Appel  Corinthian Lodge No. 63

Charles A. Brewer, Jr.  Seneca Lodge No. 55

Abraham M. Brown  Montgomery Lodge No. 13

Mrs. Merton E. Brown  Harmony Lodge No. 42

John Buchanan  Corinthian Lodge No. 63

James A. Carnell  Estuary Lodge No. 43

I. William Clark  Bay View Lodge No. 120

Jerrold H. Davis  Union Lodge No. 40

Duncan Denny  Montgomery Lodge No. 13

Arnold Feingold  Hartford Evergreen 88

Peter F. Fichera  Coastal Lodge No. 57

Robert A. Foster  Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Lewis P. Freyermuth  Shepherd-Salem Lodge No. 78

Silvan J. Gleissner, IV  Union Lodge No. 40

Thomas G. Hull  Fayette Lodge No. 69

Nicola M. Iannone  Masonic Lodge of Research

John E. Janczyk  Valley Lodge No. 36

Robert W. Kazdan  Day Spring Lodge No. 30

Robert W. Keeler, II  Ark Lodge No. 39

Thomas W. Kelley  Bay View Lodge No. 120

Richard H. LaFreniere  Hiram Lodge No. 18

George B. Lawrence  Ionic Lodge No. 110

Clesson W. Lehr  Union Lodge No. 40

Eugene N. Levy  Bay View Lodge No. 120

Robert B. Mapp  Ansantawae Lodge No. 89

Dennis C. Marden  St. Alban’s Lodge No. 38

Ernest E. Marriott, Jr.  Old Well - St. John’s Lodge No. 6

Harold E. McGowan  Union Lodge No. 40

William F. Mullen, Jr.  Manchester Lodge No. 73

David M. O’Connell  Corinthian Lodge No. 63

Leo L. Parsons  Bay View Lodge No. 120

Maxwell E. Peel  Old Well - St. John’s Lodge No. 6

Warren J. Pinckney  Hiram Lodge No. 18

Earl D. Quayle  Union Lodge No. 31

Harold D. Rhoads  Moriah Lodge No. 15

Orson Rothkopf  Unity Lodge No. 148

Wallace J. Scalf  Union Lodge No. 31

John S. Scianna  Old Well - St. John’s Lodge No. 6

Thomas L. Victoriano  Union Lodge No. 31

John H. Watkins  Hiram Lodge No. 18

Henry G. Wellin  Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140

Harold W. Wilson  America-St. John’s Lodge No. 8

Silvio J. Zanni Jr  Solar Lodge No. 131
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At a recent extended family birthday gathering I sat next to 
a somewhat elderly fellow whom I had not met before. As 
it turned out he was the grandfather (by marriage) to the 

twins whose birthday we were celebrating. We conversed over beer 
and snacks, small talk becoming more directed, ranging from how 
we make our livings to other subjects more important than the 
weather, which, at that particular moment was pouring rain.

After learning more about his profession (he was a retired 
inspector of nuclear reactors), and talking quite about where we 
both had traveled for work, I happened to mention that I was a 
Mason. His immediate response was “Where do you hail from?”

From that point the conversation continued pretty much in the 
manner any Brother might expect – we exchanged stories about 
our Lodge, where, when and how we were raised, and about the 
difference that belonging to the Fraternity had made in our lives.

It was then that he made a remark that has rattled around in 
my brain ever since. “Do you think that some of the fortunate 
opportunities or results that have happened in your life could 
have been caused by Brothers you didn’t even know, even before 
you became a Mason?”

At first blush, it didn’t stick. I was possible, I answered, and we 
discussed it just a little bit more before others interrupted us and 
our attention turned to subjects not as contemplative.

Over the next few days, though, his words keep coming back to 
me. My immediate reaction was that while it was possible, that it 
probably wasn’t likely. After all, if I was not a Mason, how could a 
Brother (that I didn’t yet have), know to do something special for 
me? How could he make something positive happen for me if I 
wasn’t a Brother and he wasn’t someone who could see the future 
and know that I would be.

My wife says to me, on occasion, that I am dense. This was one 
of those times. After the thought had a while to roam around 
amongst the cobwebs in my cranium, it finally dawned on me.

As Masons we do go out of our way to treat a Brother with 
respect, and help him in any way we can. We have all heard stories 
of Brothers traveling far from home and having another Brother 
be almost completely available to help the traveling Brother get 
from point A to point B, to find a good place to eat, or a quiet 
gem of a place off the beaten track. We, ourselves, may have done 
a little extra special favor for a brother in our professions. We have 
whispered good counsel, lifted heavy loads, and contributed to the 
cause when any Brother was in need. That’s what Masons do.

But as Masons we are also more than that. As we always say, “we 
make good men better.” Or more properly, we provide a man with 
the tools to make himself better. We also tell each other often, in 
our ritual and in closing remarks by Brothers in purple aprons, 
that our actions are the face of Masonry that the profane world 
sees. We are the living examples of the world’s oldest fraternity. 
And in that sense, we should always be on our best behavior, put 
our best foot forward, and be kindly and good to all men.

So the logical extension of that is that a just and upright Brother, 
a good man, will try to help whomever crosses his path that 
might need help. It is not from the knowing that another man is a 
Brother, or that he could even become one, but from the fact that 
he is a man, a child of God, trying to make his way from point A 
to point B in life. It is the outgrowth of a Brother being his own 
best self.

And that is where, finally, it all came together for me. Surely 
some of the positive “breaks” or good fortune I have had in life 
could very well be the outcome of a Brother, unknown to me, 
striving to be his own best self, and putting “good” out into the 
Universe.

And in that realization, I was reminded of Hebrews, Chapter 13, 
Verse 2: “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares.”

...For Thereby Some Have 
Entertained Angels Unaware  

by Francis G. Way
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For more details about any of these 
events,please contact the Lodge directly. 
In many cases, reservations are required, 
and they may or may not be open to the 
public.

All times are supplied by the lodges. 
The CTFreemasons Newspaper is not 
responsible for errors. When traveling, 
please contact the Secretary of the lodge 
to verify all times and events.

For recurring events and breakfasts, they 
may not take place during the summer 
months – call to check. 

RECuRRING EVENTS

First Sunday of the Month, Frederick-
Franklin Lodge No. 14, Plainville, 8 a.m., 
BINGO. Master’s Roundtable & Field Day. 
Join our Master for breakfast and help 
clean up our home. 
 
Every Sunday, St. Peter’s Lodge No. 21, 
New Milford, 12 p.m., Build a Brother. Go 
over any ritual or questions you may have on 
Masonry. Prospective candidates and new 
brothers welcome. 
 
Every Tuesday, Day Spring Lodge No. 
30, Hamden, 7 p.m., BINGO. Open to 
the public, all Masons and Eastern Stars. 
Refreshments 
 
First Wednesday of the Month,  
Ansantawae Lodge No. 89, Milford, 
7 p.m.,  Mason Night @ OAH, Orange Ale 
House  517 Boston Post Rd  Orange  CT 
 
Second & Fourth Wednesday of the 
Month, union Lodge No. 5, Stamford, 7 
p.m., Fellowship Night at the Lodge. Open 
to all brothers, friends. Refreshments and 

discussion. Please call to verify 
 
Every Thursday, Putnam Lodge No. 46, 
Putnam, 7 p.m., Thursday Night Meeting 
Socializing, Rehearsing, Prepping. 
 
Third Thursday of the Month, Day 
Spring Lodge No 30, Hamden, 7:30 p.m., 
Masonic Information Night. Open to all 
who may be interested in Masonry, with 
interesting presentations and discussion. 
 
Every Friday, St. Peter’s Lodge 
No. 21, New Milford, 7 p.m. 3XB in the 
Chapel. Brothers, Beverages and BS. 
 
Every Friday, 7 p.m., Anchor Lodge No. 
112, East Hampton, Setback. Bring a friend. 
 
Second Saturday of the Month, Day 
Spring Lodge No. 30, Hamden, 7 p.m., 
Movie Night Films, Snacks and beverages 
will be provided. 
 
RECuRRING BREAKFASTS

First Sunday of the Month,  
Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140, Newington, 
7 a.m., SBA Breakfast Fundraiser. 
 
Second Sunday of the Month, Compass 
Lodge No. 9, Wallingford, 8 a.m., 
Fellowship Breakfast (8 a.m. to 10 a.m.) 
 
Third Sunday of the Month,  
Washington Lodge No. 19, Monroe, 8 
a.m., Country breakfast 
 
First Thursday of the Month,  
8th District Lodges, Niantic, 9 a.m., 
District Breakfast, Groton Townhouse, Rt.12, 
Groton CT 
 
EVENTS 
Sat., September 1, 5 p.m., King 
Solomon’s Lodge No. 7, Woodbury, 
Rockets on the Rock / Summer Picnic, 
Cook-Out and watch the Woodbury Firemen’s 
Carnival Fireworks from our vantage point on 
the rock.

Sat., September 8, 12 p.m., Fayette Lodge 
No. 69, Ellington, Fayette TAG SALE

Sun., September 9, 2:30 p.m., Center 
Lodge No. 97, Meriden, Lodge 
Redidication. Parade at 2 p.m. from old 
lodge at 112 East Main Street to new lodge 
at 35 Pleasant Street. Light refreshments 
after rededication

Mon., September 10, 6 p.m., Washington 
Lodge No. 70, Windsor, Table Lodge, 
RSVP to washingtonlodge70@gmail.com.

Tue., September 11, 6:30 p.m., Fayette 
Lodge No. 69, Ellington, Awards Night

Sat., September 15, 12 p.m., 
Montgomery Lodge No. 13, Lakeville, 
Lobster Sales, Pick up your orders between 
4 and 6 pmCall Montgomery Lodge at 
1-860-435-9722 to place your order.

Sat., September 15, 1 p.m., Sequin-Level 
Lodge No. 140, Newington, Lodge Family 
Picnic.

Mon., September 17, 6 p.m., Evening 
Star Lodge No. 101, Unionville, 
FellowCraft Picnic – Pig Roast,Lions 
Club Camp Happy Hill, 87 W Avon Rd,  
Unionville,  CT

Wed., September 19, 7:30 p.m., 
Columbia Lodge No. 25, South 
Glastonbury, AED Defibrillator Training

Sat., September 29, 12 p.m., Annawon 
Lodge No. 115, West Haven CT-CHIP 
Program / WH Apple Festival, Noon to 
5p.m. in the First Congregational Church 
on the Green hall. 

Sun., September 30, 2 p.m., King 
Solomon’s Lodge No. 7, Woodbury, 
CHIP Event - A Meander Down Main 
Street, Main Street South, Main St. S, 
Woodbury,  CT 

Sat., October 6, 6 p.m., Columbia Lodge 
No. 25, South Glastonbury, Grape Harvest 
Wine Festival. Tickets $30 in advance, $35 
at the door. Buy your tickets online ($30) 
http://www.GlastWine.com or at South 
Side Wine & Spirit Shoppe 860-633-2763 
Craig Witzke

 †

Craft at 
Refreshment
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To have your lodge events appear in the 
newspaper, please update your lodge 
website calendars prior to the 10th of 
the previous month. If your lodge needs 
assistance accessing the website please have 
the Master or Secretary or Calendar Admin 
contact the Help Desk: https://ctfreemasons.
on.spiceworks.com/portal . 

All times are supplied by the lodges. If 
there is a dinner, the time in the heading 
reflects that. The Connecticut Freemason 
Newspaper is not responsible for errors. 
When traveling, please contact the 
Secretary of the lodge to verify all times 
and events and to inquire about dinner 
reservations. 
| 
ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREES 
 
Wed., September 5, 7:30 p.m., 
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125, New Haven

Wed., September 5, 7:30 p.m., 
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125, New Haven

Thu., September 6, 6:15 p.m., Sequin-
Level Lodge No. 140, Newington, Dinner 

Tue., September 18, 7:30 p.m., Coastal 
Lodge No. 57, Stonington, Dinner

Fri., September 21, 7:45 p.m., 
Ansantawae Lodge No. 89, Milford, 
Refreshments

Mon., September 24, 7:30 p.m., Evening 
Star Lodge No. 101, Unionville

Mon., September 24, 6:30 p.m., 
Washington Lodge No. 70, Windsor, 
Dinner 

Tue., September 25, 5:30 p.m., Fayette 
Lodge No. 69, Ellington

Wed., September, 26 6 p.m., Center 
Lodge No,. 97, Meriden, Dinner (pizza)

Thu., September 27, 6 p.m., Bay View 
Lodge No. 120, Niantic, Dinner

Tue., October 2, 6:30 p.m., Coastal Lodge 
No. 57, Stonington, Dinner
 
FELLOWCRAFT DEGREES 
 
Wed., September 5, 7:30 p.m., St. Paul’s 
Lodge No. 11, Litchfield

Tue., September 18, 7:30 p.m., Union 
Lodge No. 40, Danbury, Scottish Rite 
Fellow Craft Degree, Dinner

Wed., September 19, 6:30 p.m., Coastal 
Lodge No. 57, Preston, Dinner
Thu., September 20, 6:30 p.m., Harmony 
Lodge No. 42,  Waterbury, Dinner 

Mon., October 1, 6 p.m., Compass Lodge 
No. 9, Wallingford, Dinner

Fri., October 5, 7:45 p.m., Ansantawae 
Lodge No. 89, Milford
 
MASTER MASON DEGREES 
 
Tue., September 4, 6:30 p.m., Unity 
Lodge No. 148, New Britain, GL Officers’ 
MM Degree, MWGM Marshall K. 
Robinson in the East, GL Officers in 
stations and places.

GRAND LODGE ANNuAL SESSION 
Sat. October 20, Ashlar Village, 
Wallingford

†

Craft at 
Labor
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Grand Master’s CirCle 
$100 or more. 
 

LTC & Mrs. Richard A. Arndt

Timothy V. Cavanaugh

Mark & Dr. Mildred Cohn

James W. Currier

Lawrence S. Elsner*

Leonard W. Finegold*

Aubrey V. Fisher

Michael G. Fitting

Paul Garavel*

Raymond & Susan Geer

Col. & Mrs. John G. Gergulis

Davis & Virginia Gould

Quentin Grant

James E. Laverty

Paul E. MacDonald

John A. Novak

Charles & Sandra Opalenik

Robert F. Polito, Jr.

Bil Pruehsner

Marshall Robinson

Gail N. Smith

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Strand

Arthur R. Tinsz

Dean True

Richard R. Washburn

Charles W. Yohe

     †
 
Grand Boosters level 
$50 - $99.99 
 

Mario Accornero

Harmon L. Andrews*

Douglas T. Barrett*

Paul F. Blake

Gustaf R. Bodin

Lowell Cantor

Vincent A. Celino

Lester A. Culver

James W. Currier

A. Scott Dean

Jack Dilks

Paul K. Edman

Earl S. Evans

Aubrey & Carol Fisher

Sonny Hendel*

Ernest H. Hintz

Newton Holbrook

Ralph H. Hunt

A. Richard Kirschner

Kenneth H. Kirschner

George M. Leaman

William E. Lehr

Louis J. Lichti

Col. Edward W. Lifset

Charles Lizotte

Donald Maehlenbrock*

Richard C. Memmott, Sr.

Raymond Moore

Lee Page

Lewis W. Pennell

Bradford H. Ross

Virginia Scheller

Edward Schilke, Jr.

Frederick W. Schmalz

John H. Spencer

Rodney A. Spooner

John & Jane Sterry

John A. Sturges*

Gerald Thompson

Anonymous

George R. Zack*

Andy Zeidler

     †

Thank you for your generous contribution! Update: August 9,2018 
Please consider renewing your support of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper at your current rate or at the next level up. 

After reviewing all of the receipts for Boosters, the lists are the Boosters who are current (i.e., within the 11 issue window). If your name does not appear and you feel that 
you should be on the list, please contact us. Note: Booster support is not deductible as a charitable contribution under IRC Section 170(c).

YZ YZ

Boosters continued on next page
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Booster level 
$25 - $49.99 
 

Anchor Lodge No. 112

Raymond Barker

Richie Bauman

Donald Berry

Judd Blaze

Gordon B. Boucher

Kenneth A. Buckbee

Allen Bulmer*

Miles E. Cochran, Jr.

George W. Coulston*

James D’Acosta*

William G. Demetriades

Ward Edgarton

Martin Evenson

Gordon R. Flanigan*

Raymond A. Gaydos*

Rudolph A. Gaydos

Victor S. George

Bill Greene

Sandie Greene

Walter Grube

Kenneth W. Hartwick, Sr.

Carroll Hersom

Theodore R. Hespeler

Donald Hick

David P. Hocking*

L.O. “Skip” House

James Howard

Peter J. Hunt

Albert Kandarian

Cliff Kearney

John Kinkade

Roger Knickerbocker

Keith Macdowell

Robert G. MacQuarrie

Paul Marte

Martin McKinney*

Lyman J. McWain*

Fred W. Nanamaker, Jr.

C. Fred Neuffer

Adrian E. Offinger

Sandra Osten

Joseph F. Piatti

Robert Reggiani

Charles A. Rogers

Martin L. Rudnik

Fridolf J. Rusgaitis*

James R. Savickas*

Rebecca & William Schoeck*

Kenneth A. Slocum*

Leon F. Smith*

John R. Speicher

Jack Stevens

Dale E. Sweet

Robert W. Tucker

Gerald F. Usher

John VanKirk

Ralph W. Wallen

William Welsh, Jr. 

Gordon C. Willoughby, Jr. 

Edgar J. Wood

Maroun G. Zoghbi

    †
______________________

The form to renew 
your subscription is on pagee 26

YZ YZ
Thank you for your generous contribution! Update: August 9, 2018 

Please consider renewing your support of the Connecticut Freemasons newspaper at your current rate or at the next level up. 

After reviewing all of the receipts for Boosters, the lists are the Boosters who are current (i.e., within the 11 issue window). If your name does not appear and you feel that 
you should be on the list, please contact us. Note: Booster support is not deductible as a charitable contribution under IRC Section 170(c).

lodGes & 
orGanizations
$75 or more 

Anchor Lodge No. 112

Ansantawae Lodge No. 59

Coastal Masonic Lodge No. 57*

Columbia Lodge No. 25

Composite Lodge No. 28

Daytime Lodge No. 144

Evening Star Lodge No. 101

Friendship Lodge. No. 33

Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145

Hospitality Lodge No. 128

National Camping Travelers, Inc.,  

CT 1, No. 6

Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140

St. Lukes Lodge No. 48

Temple Lodge No. 16 A.F. & A.M.*

Union Lodge No. 5

Unity Lodge No. 148 A.F. & A.M.

Valley Lodge No. 36

Wooster Lodge No. 79r

     †
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For those brothers seeking to leave the darkness behind and 
gain more light and who wish to embark on their personal 
Scottish Rite Path, The Valley of Bridgeport and Lafayette 

Consistory will be presenting the initial 4° (Live), and the 31° 
on DVD on Monday, September 17. On Monday, October 1, 
the 21° will be presented live, with the 26° on DVD. These will 
take place at the Leo H. Lohrman 2nd Theatre in Stratford, with 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. and degrees at 7:30 p.m. 

A very special Saturday 
degree will be presented 
in Danbury on October 
6, at 11 a.m., when the 
20° George Washington 
Degree will be presented 
at Union Lodge No. 40, 
337 Main Street Danbury, 
with lunch to follow.

Please make dinner or 
luncheon reservations by 
calling the office at (203) 
375-0064

Hopefully your summer 
was filled with productive 
efforts and personal 
growth! As we pick 
up our working tools 
this fall let us remind 
ourselves that we are here, 
as Masons, to build a 
new temple, one that is fitted to the purposes of the True Master 
within (the Soul). This entails a very hard personal struggle to 
release oneself from the vampiric grip of materialism and unbelief 
with which we are constantly bombarded in our mundane lives. 

The Fraternity seeks to accomplish this Great Work by 
accomplishing a slow and gradual transmutation of the personality 
which will in effect lead to a rebirth of the individual. “He that 
loseth his life (the old personality), shall find it (the life of the 
new personality).” The process alluded to is a slow and patient 
one in which the candidate attempts to struggle and defeat the 
animalistic tendencies that man is imbued with at birth. Indeed 
in the First Degree we are reminded that we are here to learn “to 
subdue our passions.” 

If we are to build a better man who vibrates and exudes a 
positive higher vibration we must gradually learn to redirect 
the underlying energy of misdirected and wasted passion to 
productive thoughts, mental images and physical actions. The 

Masonic candidate must renew his efforts on a daily basis, as he 
struggles to overcome the inherited animal tendencies with which 
his mortal personality is imbued. Indeed, he must consciously 
seek a daily death of the mortal personality in order to awaken 
and give way to a spiritual rebirth (see 1 Cor:15, verse 31). 

This process of dying daily entails the willful breaking up of 
the old mortal personality, giving up the lower and speculative 
desires, abandoning the animalistic urges and discovering that by 

following the laws of life 
as laid out in the Masonic 
Obligations, Lectures and 
Ritual, one will lead a 
more healthy, productive 
and functional life. The 
Masonic candidate must 
make a practice of this daily 
dying in order to achieve 
the resurrection of his own 
personal Master which lies 
dormant within. 

To this extent, the 
Degrees and lectures serve 
as Mantrams, which when 
read or heard time and time 
again begin to be absorbed 
by the consciousness and 
thus the slow process of self 
improvement can begin to 
take hold. 

Brothers, this is how the “dead are raised” (verse 35). It is not 
an instantaneous event, but a process of slow repetition, constant 
application, periodic failures, followed by a redoubling of efforts. 
One constantly must TRY on a daily basis to awaken and elevate 
the true immortal Master within, so that it is he who governs 
our conduct in life and not the temporary Mortal personality. 
The twenty nine Scottish Rite degrees are designed to embellish 
and support this work by providing additional moral lessons 
designed to reinforce the lessons of the first three Degrees, in an 
entertaining but deeply moving and thought provoking manner.

 As always, Lafayette Consistory, and the Valleys of 
Bridgeport, New Haven and Waterbury stand ready to 
help further your understanding of the Three degrees of 
Freemasonry. Should you have questions about the Scottish 
Rite, please feel free to contact me at the email address above, 
or call the Consistory office at (203) 375-0064.

Have You Died Today?
by John A. Amarilios, MSA, membership@lafayetteconsistory.com
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This is the title of an article I wrote that was published 
nationally by the National Kidney Foundation in the mid 2000’s. 
My beautiful wife, Midge, had been diagnosed with scleroderma 
in 2004, forcing her onto dialysis. Almost immediately, I and 
others stepped forward, volunteering to donate one of our 
kidneys. I proved to be a match and but tests eliminated me 
from consideration. My being an initial match encouraged 
my brother and sister, Allan and Kathleen, to be worked up as 
potential donors. They too were found to have medical issues 
that precluded them from donating. In December of 2008, after 
four years on the organ transplant waiting list, Midge received 
her kidney. 

There are two types of organ donations, deceased and living. 
Those patients on the organ transplant waiting list will primarily 
receive the organ of someone who has died. Thus the term 
‘deceased donor’ refers someone who has registered as an organ 
donor. When they pass away, either naturally or accidentally, one 
or more of their organs are recovered and transplanted into a 
patient on the waiting list

 A living donor is one who volunteers to donate his or 
her organ to another in need. Altruistic organ donations, 
where one donates to a perfect stranger, do occur. However, 
most donations are made to loved ones or friends in need. 
In 2017, over 18% of transplants were from living donors. 
Kidney and liver donations comprise most living donations. 
You can a live healthy life with one kidney, or one lobe of 
your liver. Did you know that the only organ that can regrow 
is your liver? 

Now to the title of this piece. Between 2003 and 2004, there 
were three couples where one spouse donated their kidney to 
their significant other. In all three cases, the wife donated to her 
husband. Extensive testing is always conducted to determine 
compatibility between donor and recipient. Because the donor 
is usually deceased, the primary concern is for the patient 
receiving the transplant. This extensive testing is much greater, 
however, in living donation, where the health of both donor 
and recipient are involved. 

Both physical and phycological testing are involved. One of 
the most important questions a potential donor is asked is, 
“why do you want to donate your organ to this person?” When 
asked, Susan Cassile answered, “He already has my heart – why 
not my kidney?” To qualify as David Cassile’s donor, she had to 

lose over 100 pounds. “The doctor said I was too fat, I had to 
lose pounds to be transplanted,” said David Cassile. 

Brian Carrington received the kidney of his wife, Denise in 
2003. When the question of Denise being the donor was raised, 
Brian joked,” No way! It’s not going to happen. Besides, she’s 
a year older than I am.” Denise quipped, “He has to put that 
in EVERY TIME.” Brian and Denise had a slogan etched onto 
their future gravestone which reads, “I gave her my heart – She 
gave me her kidney.” In March of this year, fifteen years after 
the transplant, Brian and Denise were guests at Midge Denno’s 
Celebration Day, honoring her life.

To learn more about living organ donation, go to www.neds.
org. You’ll learn the advantages of living donation, as well as 
other factors to consider. 

“There is no way a person wakes up in the morning without a 
brief moment of thought about what’s in their body,” said Dr. 
David Hull, former director of the Hartford Hospital Transplant 
Program. “In fact, I think recipients always have a feeing of 
appreciation for their loved one’s ‘Gift of Life’.”

He Already Has My Heart – Why Not My Kidney? by Richard F. Denno
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a modernized reworking of the ever-present stylus and papyrus 
of Thoth-Hermes, particularly in his chthonic role. As we have 
mentioned, Thoth was the designated scribe of the Egyptian 
Ennead. This also applies, albeit to a lesser extent, to the crossed 
quills of the Secretary’s jewel. 

The jewel of the Lodge Organist is the lyre and, therefore, has 
some of the most developed mythological significance. The lyre is 
most commonly associated with Orpheus, to whom it was given 
by Phoebus-Apollo (Apollo in his most solar aspect). Orpheus is 
said to have charmed man and beast with the instrument and to 
have used it to gain access to Hades in order to fetch Eurydice, 
his ill-fated bride. This he accomplished by enchanting both 
Charon, the Stygian boatman, and Cerberus, the three-headed 
dog, with his music. The myth of his chthonic descent/ascent 
is said to have formed the basis of the Orphic Mysteries, which 
were an initiatory cycle in 6th Century Greece. The influence 
of the Mystery Traditions, such as the Mithraic, Orphic and the 
Eleusinian, have been speculated to have survived in modern 

Freemasonry. One may readily find depictions of the lyre in 
statuary and/or bas-relief adorning the many Orpheums and Lyric 
Halls across the Western World – these are, of course, in reference 
to Orpheus and his lyre, respectively. 

Mythological Import: continued from page 17

Building Inter-Generational 
Relationships by Sandy Potter

Children and teachers from the Masonic Child Development 
Center hosted Masonicare residents (whom they affectionately 
call their “Grandmas and Grandpas”) at the annual Garden 

Party recently.

The event included a sing-a-long, a homemade snack prepared by the 
children, a presentation of flower corsage pins, and even tattoos. The 
residents were each given a flower and vegetables from the school garden 
to bring home with them.

What a wonderful 
example of the beautiful 
ways we all can come 
together to share smiles, 
love, and joy! A special 
thank you to Wendy 
Osgood, Head Teacher, 
and her staff who create 
magical moments for these 
kids of all ages.
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Prince Hall Masons Celebrate Founder’s Day
 by Floyd Bagwell, Jr. 

 On June 30, the Grand Lodge of the Prince Hall 
Masons for the State of Connecticut celebrated 
Founder’s Day at the Aqua Turf restaurant. This 

annual event honors brothers who have been members for 
fifty and sixty years. Sixty and fifty-year pins were presented 
to thirty nine brothers who have faithfully served the Masonic 
Order, Prince Hall affinity with pride and distinction. After 
the pinning ceremony, Most Worshipful Grand Master David 
Pinkins mused that these venerable members had rendered 
“Service before self-service.”

The event also awards 13 scholarships to deserving students 
from throughout the state who will be enrolled in colleges and 
universities, in Connecticut and throughout the country.

Most Worshipful Past Grand Master Lewis Myrick, Sr. 
recounted the history of the involvement of men of color 
in Masonry in North America, early Colonial America and 
Boston, Massachusetts where it all began for Prince Hall and the 
fourteen men who were made Masons. For those in attendance 
unfamiliar with Masonry, they learned Prince Hall petitioned 
the Grand Lodge of England (the Mother Grand Lodge of 
Masonry), for a warrant (charter) that was issued on September 
29, 1784. It is the only charter that exists in the United States, 
where it is kept in Boston. 

The keynote speaker for this year’s luncheon was Dr. David 
Wilson, president of Morgan State University in Baltimore. Dr. Wilson is one of the 
preeminent educators in the United States and has been responsible for unprecedented 
growth at Morgan State. Under Dr. Wilson’s stewardship, Morgan State has been awarded 
hundreds of millions of dollars in grant money. Morgan State has also developed an 
expansive STEM program and in a recent article in The Baltimore Sun, Morgan State 
was recognized as contributing more than a billion dollars to the economy of the state of Maryland. Dr. Wilson spoke about the 
historical significance of Prince Hall Free Masonry in the United States

Dr. David Wilson with Bro. 
Walter Luckett, scholarship

 Dr. David Wilson with 
MWGM David Pinkins

 Dr. David Wilson with scholarship recipients
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Often when Brothers bemoan the state of Freemasonry, 
whether in person, on social media or even in this 
publication, we hear about two things: declining 

membership and retention. 

I chalk declining membership up to trends and competing 
interests. Membership increased during and after great wars: the 
Civil War, WWI and WWII. Returning servicemen sought to 
experience the camaraderie experienced on the battlefield. As 
for competing interests, there is simply more for men to do with 
their free time now thanks to convenient transportation and 
communication. We can travel farther in shorter periods of time to 
do exciting things we learn about through the internet. Declining 
membership is something we have very little control over. 

What we do control is retention. How do we keep the Brothers 
active and interested in Freemasonry once they’ve decided to join 
our ranks? What sets us apart from the other interests available? 
It might be easier to first define what I believe will not keep men 
interested: social events, fundraisers and organizational meetings! 
These things, important and necessary as they are, come after that 
which sets us apart: Ritual. 

There are plenty of fine organizations out there for men to join 
if their interest lies simply in being social, raising money for 
a good cause or arguing about what to plan for dinner. What 
those organizations do not have, however, is the centerpiece of 
Freemasonry. Over the centuries we have shaped and grown our 
ritual to be the meaningful experience we all went through. I 
therefore suggest that it is our ritual that will be that which retains 
or repels our newest members.

When I am about to participate in one of our ceremonies, I like 
to ask this hypothetical question: “If at tonight’s Initiation there 
are present the oldest living Past Master of our Lodge, a Grand Lodge 
Officer from our state and the Most Worshipful Grand Master of a 
neighboring state, who is the most important person in the Lodge 
that night?” The answer is: the candidate. I think we forget this 
in the business and politics of running a Lodge, hemming and 
hawing about rules and regulations, but it is the candidate who 
will one day learn what makes Masonry unique and continue our 
traditions long after we are gone. 

So, if the candidate is the most important person during an 
Initiation, Passing or Raising, then the Ritual is our greatest 
opportunity to retain the interest of this man. He will know how 

much we regard him and the ceremony by how well we perform 
our work. As a drama teacher, I am well versed in the benefits 
of rehearsal and the power of a production. Our ceremonies are 
in many respects a performance. We have lines to speak, various 
props to use and, in some Lodges, costumes that we wear. I 
would not dream of letting students of mine go on stage in front 
of an audience without being sure that they were duly and truly 
prepared, so to speak! We rehearse for hours so all involved know 
where they are going during the play. Not only are my actors’ 
lines memorized, they know what they are saying and mean what 
they say. Don’t just say it; live it. Props and costumes are checked 
before the audience is even let into the auditorium. If this is what 
we do for a high school play, why would we do anything less for 
what we are billing as a turning point in a man’s life? 

While not everyone in the Fraternity is comfortable “on stage,” 
I will say there are steps you must take to prepare for and perform 
in your Lodge’s ceremonies. 

• You must rehearse with your degree team. The moment you 
think you can “wing it” and still have the desired impact on the 
candidate is the moment your degree will fall apart. 

• You must run through your lines aloud and in front of 
another person before the ceremony. It is one thing to drill 
your lines into your head in private but a completely different 
thing both aloud and in front of an audience. Do you really want 
the first time you experience the embarrassment of performance 
anxiety to be in front of a full Lodge room? 

• Check your props and costumes before Lodge opens. 
There is no worse feeling for a Senior Deacon about to receive a 
candidate than to realize he doesn’t have the appropriate working 
tool in his pocket!

• Finally, a trade secret that I often impart on my young actors: 
The audience, and in our case the candidates, do not know the 
script as well as we do. Therefore, I implore you, if the ceremony 
does not go as planned, ask for help from your assigned prompter 
as discreetly as possible without making a big deal out of it. Your 
disorder, silliness and nervous banter, while saving you a moment 
of embarrassment, will do irreparable damage to the impact your 
ritual will have on the candidate. 

With the endless amount of entertainments young men can elect 
to do today, do not squander the precious moments you have to 
impress the relatively few candidates coming through our doors. 
They want to know that their education is important and that our 
ritual is dear to us. This, my Brothers, is what keeps them coming 
back. There is nothing more unique, nothing more definitive 
about Freemasonry than our ritual. It is what we do and it is who 
we are. If there is one thing that we must do well, then it has to be 
our ritual. So do it well. Otherwise, what’s the point?

What’s the Point? by Michael Calderone

_____________ 
“...who is the most 
important person 
in the Lodge..?” ______________
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Ray Geer, Ct 1, Ch 6, Installed as NCT’s 
National President

Seventy-one camp trailers of all sizes and carrying at least twice the number of people traveled to Ohio for the National Camping 
Travelers Annual Rally.  Some highlights of the five-day rally were:  CT’s Ray Geer being installed as National President, Connecticut 
won Chapter of the Year award and CT’s New England District won First Place in the annual theme parade. Congratulations Ray and 
congratulations to New England. 



The New London Walk to End Alzheimer’s, Saturday, Sept.15
9:00am check in • 10:00 Ceremony • 10:30 Walk Kick-off
Ocean Beach Park, New London

Team Name: Masonicare at Mystic, Contact Team Captain: Karen Hawthorn
at 860-415-2451 or khawthorn@masonicare.org

The New Haven Walk to End Alzheimer’s, Sunday, Sept.30
9:00am check in - 9:45 Team Picture • 10:00 Walk Kick-off 
Lighthouse Point Park in New Haven. 

Team name: Masonicare Memory Keepers, Contact Team Captain: Audrey 
Grove at 203-679-6907 or agrove@masonicare.org

Join one of Masonicare’s teams in the 
fight against Alzheimer’s disease.

When your GI physician has ordered a procedure, tell them 
you’d like it done in the Outpatient GI Suite at Masonicare 
Health Center. Our “one nurse to one patient” model 
ensures the highest level of customer service, privacy and 

comfort. We pride ourselves on our quiet environment 
and the latest technology. Procedures are performed 
by the experienced physicians of Connecticut GI with 
anesthesiologists from Integrated Anesthesia Associates.


