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by David Herbert

Sphinx Shriners celebrated 
its 120th anniversary with a 
gala celebration and dinner 
held on Saturday June 18, at 
the Marriott Hotel in Windsor.  
Nobles and their ladies were 
joined by Imperial Sir Jerry 
G. Gantt and his Lady Lisa 
Gantt, MW Grand Master 
Gail N. Smith, H. Lee Kirk, 
Jr.,  the Administrator, 
Shriners Hospital for 
C h i l d r e n – S p r i n g f i e l d , 
and the Honorable Rick 
Lopes, Connecticut State 
Representative from the 24th 
District.

Sphinx Shriners enjoys a 
long and proud history.  It 
was initially granted a dispensation on 
April 27, 1896 by the Imperial Council 
of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine and 
was chartered in Hartford on June 24, 
1896, as the 73rd Shrine Center.  The first 
ceremonial to initiate new Nobles was 
held on October 15, 1896, at the First 
Company Governor’s Foot Guard Armory 
in Hartford.  Imperial Potentate Harrison 
Dingman, assisted by Imperial Recorder 
Benjamin W. Rowell, constituted Sphinx 
Temple by presenting its charter to 
Illustrious Sir Rial S. Peck, the first 
Potentate of Sphinx Shriners.

Shriners International, which is the 
governing body for all Shrine Centers 
around the world, was established in 
1870 by a particularly fun-loving group 

of Masons who gathered frequently for 
lunch at the Knickerbocker Cottage on 
Sixth Avenue in New York City.  Among 
the regulars were Walter M. Fleming, 
M.D. and William J. “Billy” Florence, an 
actor. The group frequently talked about 
starting a new fraternity for Masons; one 
centered on fun and fellowship, more than 
ritual.  Fleming and Florence took this 
idea seriously enough to do something 
about it.

Over the succeeding decades, the 
Shriners grew rapidly across the U.S.  By 
the early 1900s, membership had spread 
into Canada, Mexico, and Panama.  
Today, Shriners International supports its 
twenty-two non-profit Shriners Hospitals 
for Children in the U.S., Canada, and 

Mexico.  These hospitals have 
become world renowned in 
providing state-of-the-art 
specialized pediatric care for 
orthopedic conditions, burns, 
spinal cord injuries, and cleft lip 
and palate.  Medical treatment 
is given to children regardless 
of a family’s ability to pay for 
services.  Since opening the first 
hospital in 1922 in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, Shriners hospitals 
have provided care to more than 
one million children.

Imperial Sir Jerry G. Gantt 
and his Lady Lisa, from Houston, 
Texas, were showcased guests 
of honor for the 120th Gala 
Celebration.  In his capacity as 
Imperial Potentate, Jerry Gantt 
serves as president of the Board 

of Directors of Shriners International, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors for 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, and is 
a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children.  Despite 
these lofty titles, Jerry Gantt prefers to 
consider himself a small part of a great 
endeavor.  He expresses his viewpoint 
by saying, “As Shriners, we make a huge 
difference collectively in the lives of 
children and their families every day, 
which is a much greater difference than 
each one of us could make individually.”

Imperial First Lady Lisa Gantt’s “In 
Dreams I Walk” fundraising project for 
the 2015-16 year has helped support 
Shriners Hospitals in the treatment and 

Sphinx Shriners 
Celebrate  
120  Years

Cover and article photos by Leo Hebert, CPP
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research of Osteogenesis 
Imperfecta (OI) or brittle bone 
disease.  Lady Lisa was happy 
to report that she has raised 
more than $440,000 for this 
important project.  “We all 
want a world where children 
overcome, live their dreams, 
and walk into adulthood 
confident and secure,” she 
said.  “Let’s all help make that 
happen for children with OI.”  
Sphinx First Lady, Lisabeth 
Herbert, along with members 
of the Sphinx Ladies Club, 
Princess Royal Amy Fontanez 
and members of Aisha Temple 
No. 83 Daughters of the Nile, 
and Sphinx Potentate David 
J. Herbert, presented Lady 
Lisa with donations to her OI 
project.

During the reception 
prior to dinner, Nobles 
and guests were treated to 
musical entertainment from 
The Sphinx Shrine Band. 
Attendees then enjoyed 
several vocal arrangements 
sung by the Sphinx Chanters, 
accompanied on the piano by 
Carl Anderson, Director of the 
Chanters.  With dinner about 
to be served, Sphinx Legion 
of Honor, led by Commander 
Edward Schilke, escorted the 
guests of honor to their dinner 
table.  After dinner, Past 
Queens Patricianna Puglisi 
and Michelle Sawyers of Aisha 
Temple No. 83 led its Patrol 
Unit in a choreographed 

dance routine.
Master of Ceremonies, 

James M. “Jay” Anthony, Jr., 
welcomed the attendees and 
called upon Illustrious Sir 
David J. Herbert for his remarks 
and presentations.  Sphinx 
Potentate Herbert welcomed 
everyone and introduced 
Lisabeth Herbert, First Lady 
of Sphinx Shriners, and 
presented the distinguished 
guests with 120th Anniversary 
souvenirs.  In his remarks, 
Dave Herbert said, “120 years 
is a long time and we should 
be proud of our distinguished 
history.  We look forward 
to another 120 years of fun, 
fellowship, and philanthropy.  
Sphinx Shriners is continually 
striving to meet the needs of an 
ever-changing membership, 
implementing new ideas 
for existing programs, and 
creating unique activities that 
will ensure our continuation in 
the future.”

Connecticut Representative 
Rick Lopes, who represents 
Newington and New Britain, 
presented a Proclamation 
from the Connecticut General 
Assembly to Sphinx Shriners 
celebrating their 120th year.  
He also presented a Citation 
to Rick Smith, Band Manager, 
in recognition of the Sphinx 
Shriners Band being the oldest 
Shrine band in existence.  The 
band was established in 1899.

Past Potentate Vernon 

K. Cleaves addressed the 
assembled gathering by 
encouraging everyone to 
renew their involvement 
and participation in Shrine 
activities.  He urged Nobles to 
reach out to our Connecticut 
Masonic Fraternity and attract 
new members by telling them 
about “The World’s Greatest 
Philanthropy” and the fun, 
fellowship, and fulfillment 
offered by membership in 
Sphinx Shriners.

Master of Ceremonies, Jay 
Anthony, observed that it is a 
rare occasion for an Imperial 
Potentate and a Grand Master 
to be in the same place at the 
same time.  It was a great honor 
for Sphinx Shriners to have 
them both at this 120th Gala.  

He then called upon MWB Gail 
Smith to give his remarks.  In his 
speech, Grand Master Smith 
expressed his strong support 
for Shriners International and 
Sphinx Shriners in particular 
and thanked everyone for an 
enjoyable evening.

In his final remarks, Imperial 
Sir Jerry Gantt delivered 
a heartfelt speech about 
the transforming changes 
that Shriners Hospitals for 
Children are able to make to 
the lives of children in need of 
medical treatment and their 
families.  He thanked Sphinx 
Shriners for the courtesies of 
the evening and offered his 
warmest congratulations for 
its 120 years of service.

Sphinx 120 Years
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Grand Master’s Message 
 by Gail N. Smith

Those of us who attended the August 2nd 
Cornerstone Ceremony performed for the 
buildings under construction at Masonicare 
Mystic, noted the auspiciousness of the 
break in the weather. It was a welcome 
reprieve from the heat. The sky was 
canopied by fluffy cumulus clouds, the type 
that one might imagine angels napped on. 
From start to finish, the benevolent hand of 
the Great Architect seemed to be present. 

As with Masonic ceremonies, the rite of 
laying a cornerstone is an important cultural 
component and metaphor we celebrate. 
We consecrate by applying the golden 
square and level to the stone to be laid as 
the foundation stone. Once found to be fit, 
we declare with three knocks that it is to be 
“duly and truly laid,” and then pour offerings 
upon it of corn, wine and oil. A prayer is 
offered, beseeching the Great Architect of 
the Universe to enable us to successfully 
carry out and finish the work. Moreover, that 
He would protect the workmen from danger 
and accident, long preserve the structure 
from decay and grant us all our needed 
supply, the corn of nourishment, the wine of 
refreshment and the oil of joy. 

Let us never forget the power of prayer. 
When we exalt and invite the “Supreme” 

to intervene before we embark upon our 
important undertakings, we find ourselves 
less weary and less likely to be meandering 
around in confusion. It is by the vouchsafe 
aid of the Great Architect, that progress 
springs forth, fulfilling our hopes and 
refreshing our minds. Bridges of 
opportunity come into focus which 
enable us to cross over fractured 
chasms of differences and 
the challenging waters that 
otherwise seem impassable. 

Let no one be confused. 
Our cornerstone ceremonies 
emphasize the importance 
of our relationship with 
the Great Architect of 
the Universe. We remind 
ourselves through this ritual 
that, “Unless the Lord builds the 
house, its builders labor over it in 
vain," (Ps. 127:1). “Not by strength or 
by might, but by my spirit says the Lord of 
hosts,” (Zech. 4:6). From beginning to end, 
from every contribution generously given 
to every stone laid and board nailed, let the 
Great Architect’s hand be upon all of our 
Masonic undertakings. 

What means these stones? In part, 
that the hand of the Lord is mighty! Our 
Masonic family is joined together by 

our belief in the Fatherhood of God and 
Brotherhood of Man. It is our fellowship 
and relationship with each other and the 
Divine (that cornerstone) which empowers 
our wonderful organization to endure and 
continue to be a mighty force providing for 

so many community and charitable 
endeavors. Brothers and Sisters 

All, we have a noble purpose. 
The Grand Lodge Officers 

present, and I as Grand 
Master, considered it a 
tremendous honor to have 
performed the cornerstone 
ceremony for Masonicare at 
Mystic. We should all be very 

proud of the development of 
this new facility which could 

have only come about as a 
result of the many years that 

Masonicare has demonstrated 
its commitment and success in 

providing pleasing and much needed 
living accommodations, comprehensive 
services and compassionate care which 
so many have been able to engage and 
utilize. Let us all continue to do whatever 
we can to support Masonicare upon every 
opportunity we have to do so.

by Seth Strohecker

The Connecticut Masonic Scouter 
Association was honored to make its Eagle 
Scout presentation to new Eagle Scouts 
Colby Dawid, Declan Kot, Roy Villagomez, 
and Michael Waugh of Troop 66 in Easton, 
CT.  Brothers Tony Guinta and Seth 
Strohecker made the presentation at their 
Court of Honor in Easton.  

The Eagle Scout Rank is the highest rank 
a scout can earn and takes years of hard 
work a dedication.  So rare is this award that 
only 4 percent of all scouts are able to earn 
it.  A scout must show proficiency in several 
areas including outdoor skill, citizenship, 
leadership, mentorship and community 
service.  All of this is culminated by an 
Eagle Scout service project, planned and 
executed by the scout to show his mastery 

of these skills.   Colby’s project was to clean 
up and refurbish the grounds of the Adams 
School House, a historical site in Easton, 
and to build and repair wooden benches 
along the trail system.  Declan refurbished 
and repositioned kiosks on the Aspetuck 
Land Trust property to allow for easier 
access, and Michael’s project was cleaning 
up and preserving part of the Mill River’s 
Trout management area.  

As part of the presentation the brothers 
gave a short overview of the purpose of 
Masonry and the Masonic Scouters.  In 
addition, the Eagle Scouts were presented 
a Certificate of Commendation and a letter 
of congratulations from the Grand Master.

Any scout in the state is eligible to receive 
a presentation from the Masonic Scouters 
Association.  All that is required is a simple 
form be submitted to the Association.  

Please see the association’s page on the 
Grand Lodge’s website to download the 
form.  Please submit this form as far in 
advance of the Court of Honor as possible 
to ensure the Association can coordinate 
presenters for the event.

Masonic Scouters Make Eagle 
Scout Presentation
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Sometimes in the flurry of activity to 
produce an edition of this paper errors 
are made.   Sometimes those errors 
are caught, but sometimes the errors 
manage to slip past error checking in 
editing, layout and even proofreading.   

Unfortunately, in the last issue, a cut 
and paste error resulted in a line 
from another article (the editorial on 
submitting good photos to the paper) 
overwriting a caption for the photo that 
accompanied this article, and certainly 

gave the wrong impression about these 
deserving scholarship recipients.

For that error we apologize to all the 
scholarship recipients and their families.   
– Ed.

CORRECTION: Masonicare at Ashlar Village Residents’ Scholarship 
Fund Helps 23 Young People Further Their Educations

by James W. D’Acosta

 Adhering to a custom in 
Fidelty-St. John’s Lodge No. 3, as 
Worshipful Master I long considered 
what gift to present to my officers at 
the annual Masonic Honors Ceremony 
in June.  Elected to a second term, my 
debt was significant.  How could I do 
justice to their work and support?  

As every brother who wields a 
gavel in the East learns, the station’s 
responsibilities are beyond the expert 
capabilities of any man.  Successful 
leadership requires an honest 
assessment of one’s time, energy, and 
abilities, and the willingness to say, 

“Brother, I need your help.”   
What better symbol of these realities 

than a gavel itself?  I called upon my 
uncle in California, Wade Manning, 
to create a collection of individually 
crafted gavels from a variety of rare 
woods:   Blood Gum Eucalyptus, Carob, 
California Black Walnut, Spanish Walnut, 
Mesquite, and Cocobolo.  

Some blocks were distressed allowing 
for elegant accents, for instead of hiding 
imperfections, Wade highlights fissures 
by filling them with bits of turquoise 
and jet and mixtures of powdered 
copper, brass, and bronze.  Flaws in 
the wood become arresting, beautiful, 
and memorable features.  The Grand 
Architect works in much the same way 
with us.  

Thus each gavel is as unique as 
ourselves, yet the same in basic form, 
each clearly a gavel or setting maul.  
Each is an instrument of authority, 
symbol of responsibility and reminder 
of humility.  

A note enclosed with each gavel 
explained, “This gavel is at once a 
gift of thanks for your work thus far 
and a symbol of my confidence in 
your leadership; may it bring to mind 
satisfying memories of your many jobs 
done well during your Masonic career as 
well as inspiration for work yet to come.

“My uncle is the most gifted craftsman 
in at least three generations of my family.  
Though a fire fighter by profession, his 
joy comes from artistic expression in 

practical crafts.  His particular specialty 
is creating one-of-a-kind figures out of 
rare varieties of distressed wood on 
his lathe.  This is a labor of love and, at 
times, a ministry for him.  He accepts 
no payment and you may not sell your 
gavel.  It must always remain a gift of 
love as it was from him to me and from 
me to you.” 

In presentation, each recipient chose 
his gavel and then handed it to, and 
received it in turn from Wade’s sister 
Levora; James L. D’Acosta, PGM of the 
York Grand Lodge of Mexico; Gail N. 
Smith, MWGM; Charles W. Yohe, PGM; 
and James W. D’Acosta, WM.  

To aspirants of the oriental chair, I 
previously asked, “What will be your 
Master’s Project?”  Now I challenge you 
further, “What will be your gift to your 
officers?”

The Master’s Gavel:  Instrument of 
Authority, Symbol of Responsibility, 

Reminder of Humility

Various gavels

The group with their new gavels



CT Freemasons • September  2016 7

By Adam Raider

Earlier this year, when applying 
for a grant for The Masonic Charity 
Foundation of Connecticut through 
his employer, WB Robert F. Polito, 
Jr. wrote that he contributes so 
much of his free time to Masonicare 
that it’s become like a part-time 
job. That wasn’t a complaint, 
mind you. It’s a source of pride. 

A dual member of Madison Lodge 
No. 87 and Trumbull Lodge No. 
22, where he served as Worshipful 
Master in 1996, Bro. Bob is a member 
of Masonicare’s Board of Trustees, 
Vice Chairman of The Masonic 
Charity Foundation of Connecticut’s 
Board of Directors, and chair of 
Masonicare’s Investment Committee 
and IT Steering Committee. He 
chaired the 2016 Masonicare 
Golf Classic, held last month in 
Kensington, CT, and was recently 
named chair of the Masonicare 
Quality of Life Committee.

He’s also a loyal donor to the 
Masonicare Annual Appeal.

“When you see a resident in 
need receiving dental care so they 
can be fitted for new dentures,” 
he said, “or a new battery for their 
power chair, that’s really poignant.”

Even more poignant now 
that Bob’s father is a resident of 
Masonicare Health Center.

“I visit my dad often,” he said, “so 
I see the impact that the Annual 
Appeal is having on the folks who 
live on his floor and elsewhere.”

It was from his father that Bob 
believes he inherited both his 

interest in Freemasonry – he is 
a third-generation Mason – and 
an understanding that any job 
worth doing is worth doing well.

“My dad worked for the Post Office 
his entire career,” Bob said. “He 
doesn’t have one college credit, but 
he knew right from wrong. If he asked 
you to go paint a fence, he’d come 
over to inspect it. If he found that you 
hadn’t painted the side covered by 
brush because nobody would see 
it anyway, he’d tell you that it didn’t 
matter. You have to finish the job.”

It’s a life lesson that, by his own 
admission, Bob would say 
wasn’t fully absorbed until 
adulthood. But it did sink 
in, and has served him well 
during a banking career 
spanning over 25 years. 

Bob is Senior Vice 
President and Director of 
Government Guaranteed 
Lending at Webster Bank. 
In May, he secured for 
The Masonic Charity 
Foundation a $1,000 grant 
through Webster’s “80 
Days of Giving” employee 
recognition program.

Launched last October 
in honor of Webster’s 
80th anniversary, the 
initiative encouraged 
bankers to volunteer in 
their communities anytime 
from October 11 through 
December 29 – 80 days in all 
– at a non-profit organization 
that meant the most to 

them. The program’s purpose was 
two-fold: to support worthy causes 
and to give back to the communities 
where Webster employees live 
and work. Each banker was 
then asked to submit an impact 
statement about their volunteer 
experience for consideration of 
one of 80 one-time $1,000 grants.

“I don’t know who came up with it,” 
Bob said, “but as I told the chairman 
of my bank, it was a genius idea. 
Webster basically told its employees, 

Continued on next page

For WB Bob Polito, Singing Masonicare’s 
Praises is “Piece of cake”

WB Bob Polito
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‘If you’re involved with a nonprofit 
and you believe their mission is 
important enough, write us a letter 
about the work you do for that 
organization and why they deserve 
a grant.’ That was a piece of cake 
for me. Which aspect of Masonicare 
should I talk about? There are so 
many. I decided to focus on the 
ways in which donations enhance 
the quality of life for Masonicare 
residents and patients in need. That’s 
something that anyone can relate to.”

As a board member, Bob 
understands that these are tough 
economic times for nonprofit 
healthcare organizations like 

Masonicare. But grants like the 
one he made possible through 
his advocacy – along with gifts of 
every size from individuals and 
organizations – provide essential 
funding to enhance the quality of 
life of Masonicare residents and 
patients in need when there is no 
other funding source available.

Lending a helping hand to 
those who can’t help themselves is 
certainly a job worth doing well.

“It’s all about how we’re treating 
folks who are in the twilight of their 
lives,” he said. “It’s about bringing 
them dignity and comfort.”

Your gifts to The Masonic Charity 

Foundation of Connecticut will help 
create “Masonicare Experiences” 
for others. To find out how you can 
support The Foundation or to make 
a gift, please call 203-679-5555 or 
800-562-3952. You can also donate 
online at masonicare.org/mcf. A 
monthly giving option is available.

“Which aspect of 
Masonicare should 
I talk about? There 

are so many.”

We offer our condolences to the families and 
friends of those brothers who have been called 

by the Grand Architect of the Universe
Raymond M. Aiken  Composite Lodge No. 28
Earl G. Allen   Granite Lodge No. 119
John F. Athorn Jr  St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 64
Alvin L. Bean   Columbia Lodge No. 25
Philip H. Beebe     St. Albans Lodge No. 38
Robert W. Berglund  Wyllys-St. John’s Lodge No. 4
Andrew J. Blue    Anchor Lodge No. 112
Alvin Bogin   Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140
John Paul Brennan Jr  Ansantawae Lodge No. 89
Carl W. Carlson     Ansantawae Lodge No. 89
Michael L. Castroll  Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125
Frank C. Cooper  Composite Lodge No. 28
Anderson H. Coveyduck Trumbull Lodge No. 22
J. Whitman Davis  Coastal Lodge No. 57
Joseph R. Derosier  Anchor Lodge No. 112
Albert E. Donnestad  Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140
Walter Eibensteiner  Shepherd-Salem Lodge No. 78
Sanford M. Epstein  Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140
Joseph R. French  Fidelity-St. John’s 3
Melvin H. Friedman  Union Lodge No. 40
Leslie J. Gagnon  Somerset-St. James 34
Charles E. Gardner  Composite Lodge No. 28
Eugene M. Gardner  Compass Lodge No. 9
Robert A. Grillo    Hartford Evergreen Lodge No. 88
William A. Handlewich   Seneca Lodge No. 55
Aubrey J. Haney Jr  Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140
Warren L. Hedrick  Anchor Lodge No. 112
Frederick Hulley Sr  King Hiram Lodge No. 12

Donald L. Kahl    Compass Lodge No. 9
Charles G. Karanian  Unity Lodge No. 148
Lafayette Keeney  Composite Lodge No. 28
John Klinko   Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3
John L. Lasnier             Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14
William Ledewitz  Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125
John S. MacLeod  Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116
Alonzo P. Main    Coastal Lodge No. 57
Gerald O. Maranda  Coastal Lodge No. 57
James L. Megin        Wyllys-St. John’s Lodge No. 4
Robert C. Merrill Jr  Frederick Franklin Lodge No. 14
Donald J. Miller  Hiram Lodge No. 18
Philip J. O’Grady Jr  Old Well-St. John’s Lodge No. 6
Stephen J. Olayos  Meridian Lodge No. 77
Orren H. Otis   St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 64
Ragnar H. Peterson  Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140
Harrison E. Pierce  Coastal Lodge No. 57
Raymond A. Prunier  Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3
Albert W. Redway II  Estuary Lodge No. 43
Seymour A. Rothenberg Composite Lodge No. 28
Gerald S. Ryan   Friendship Lodge No. 33
Orin H. Stark Jr   Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116
Norman A. Tatsapaugh    Housatonic Lodge No. 61
Dominic R. Toce  Seneca Lodge No. 55
Charles H. Toifl   Center Lodge No. 97
George R. Wildman  Harmony Lodge No. 42
John E. Zeek   Ansantawae Lodge No. 89
Robert J. Zollars  Somerset-St. James Lodge No. 34

WB Bob Polito Continued from previous page



CT Freemasons • September  2016 9

Grand Historian’s Corner 
by Gary A Littlefield

The year was 1847 and the annual 
communication was held in Hartford 
om May 12.  Avery C. Babcock presided 
as Deputy Grand Master.  A committee 
was dispatched to the home of Grand 
Master Horace Goodwin 2nd who had 
become ill.  They reported back that he 
had no communication to discuss with the 
Grand Lodge.  The bills for the year were 
$50 to the Grand Secretary, $24.67 to the 
Grand Steward, $2 to the Grand Tyler and 
$47.78 in other bills.  Income reported 
was $80.50 from lodges, $57 from stock 
dividends and $39.06 in interest.  William 
Storer reviewed proceedings of other 
jurisdictions and made the comment “that 
the interests of our beloved order are not 
only safe, but in a highly prosperous and 
thriving condition.”  It seemed that the 
storm of fanaticism that had dominated the 
last fifteen years with the William Morgan 
episode was calming.  He noted that some 
Grand Lodges in Europe had adopted a 
“religious test” and it was condemned 
by the brothers in attendance for the 
European lodges had wanted a “Christian 
organization”.  Horace Goodwin 2nd was 
re-elected Grand Master but was unable 
to attend the installation ceremony but 
other officers were installed by MW Henry 
Peck.  

The charters of Union Lodge No. 5, 
King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 and Orient 
Lodge No. 62 were restored.  The jewels 
of Harmony Lodge No. 67, which had gone 
dark, were returned to St John Lodge No. 
6 which had originally presented them to 
Harmony.  Apparently funds from both 
Federal Lodge No. 17 and Aurora Lodge 
No. 35 had been improperly disbursed and 
the members of both lodges were called 

to attend the next session to explain or 
be expelled.  The 1848 session had 
some resolution.  Joel Candee 
(Aurora Lodge No. 35) who 
was the Worshipful Master 
was recommended to be 
absolved from all censure 
in his participation but 
discussion changed the 
wording to be exonerated.  
Two other brothers from 
Aurora Lodge and ten 
brothers from Federal 
Lodge were suspended from 
all the rights and privileges of 
Masonry.  

A reading of proceedings from 
the 1840’s show that Brothers spent 
two days in session discussing the affairs 
of the fraternity but it can be ascertained 
that some things were not recorded and 
probably lost for all ages.  

While there is no race for Governor 
in Connecticut this election cycle, there 
were many Brothers who have served 
as Governor of Connecticut.  William 
Thomas Minor (1815-1889) was one of 
the lesser known men who served as 
Governor.  He was a member of Union 
Lodge No. 5 in Stamford and was 
Governor from 1855 to 1857, just prior to 
the Civil War.  He was a Stamford native 
and graduated from Yale in 1834 and 
studied law under his father who had 
been in the Connecticut Legislature.  He 
became a representative from Stamford 
in 1841 and served until 1848.  He was 
married in 1849 and became a judge in 
Fairfield county.  In 1854 he was elected to 
the State Senate and was a member of the 
American or “Know Nothing” party.  The 
1854 election also had a lack of plurality 
in the popular vote for Governor of 

which he was a candidate.  The election 
was sent before the Connecticut 

House and he was chosen by 
a vote of 177 to 70.  He was 

re-elected in 1856.  He was 
a supporter of lengthening 
the period of residency 
before naturalization 
and supported a law 
that deprived suffrage 
to men unable to read 
the state constitution.  He 

supported better schools 
and that schools should 

be FREE for all children 
in Connecticut.  Governor 

Minor supported the antislavery 
measures of Republicans and chose 

not to be candidate in 1857.  In 1864 
he attended the Republican National 
Convention in Baltimore and voted for 
Abraham Lincoln.  Later in 1864, he was 
appointed Consul-General to Havana, 
Cuba.  When he returned to Connecticut 
he was again in the State Legislature and 
a judge in the Superior Court.   He was 
appointed to an 1879 commission which 
settled a boundary dispute with New 
York.  He is buried in Woodlawn cemetery 
in Stamford.  There is little information 
about his activity in the fraternity.  

Last month the fraternity lost a great 
man, Most Worshipful Joseph Howard.  I 
would like to dedicate this column to him.  
I recall his words spoken at an installation 
of officers, “You as Master of your Lodge 
have pledged to give the craft good and 
wholesome instruction.” He also reminded 
the other officers that they are to assist in 
the fulfillment of that responsibility.  

Rest in Peace, Most Worshipful Joseph 
Howard.
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District 2

by Ricky McDonnell

On a beautiful day in 
the northwest corner of 
Connecticut, the Freemasons 
of Housatonic Lodge No. 61 
and their wives, got together 
for their annual fundraiser.  
The lodge mans a booth at 
the Canaan Railroad Days 
festival every year.

Selling beef sandwiches, 
which fed 145 hungry 
attendees, popcorn, and 
snow cones to quench many 
a thirst,  the brethren were 

also available for any queries 
from the public who wished 
to gain further knowledge of 
Freemasonry.

With a lot of hard work 
by Brothers and  wives, the 
lodge made some money, 
and answered some Masonic 
questions.

As a member of the Lodge 
and District Deputy I would 
like to give a hearty ‘Thank 
You’ to those who assisted, 
those who donated and 
those who supported the 
lodge.

Housatonic Lodge No. 61 at 
Canaan Railroad Days

Brethren staffing the booth at Railroad Days

District 4

by David K. Eisenman

Every Monday night after 
school is out, the Milford 
Yankees Special Olympians 
softball team plays friendly 
games of softball against  
a local bar or company 
sponsored softball teams. 
This program is just to offer 
support for the Special 
Olympians and for all 
involved to have some fun. 

Recently members of 

Ansantawae Lodge No. 89 
played against the Milford 
Yankees Special Olympians. 
“Although the score may have 
shown that the Yankees won,” 
RWB David K. Eisenman said 
after the game, “I think we all 
won.”

Ansantawae Lodge 
plays against the Special 
Olympians every year, as 
does the Milford Elks lodge. 
Milford DeMolay will be 
playing them in August.

Ansantawae Lodge Plays and Supports 
Milford Special Olympians

Members of Ansantawae Lodge and the Milford Yankees 
Special Olympians gather after the game.
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District 5

by Eric Hagadorn

The Fellowcraft picnic 
began over 40 years ago as a 
chicken dinner in the parking 
lot of Evening Star Lodge No. 
101 in Unionville, CT. 

This year the picnic, now a 
grand steak feast, attracted 
over 200 guests from lodges 
in Plainville, Newington, and 
Collinsville. 

There were food, 
fellowship, and door prizes. 
This year, Evening Star also 

held a collection for the 
local food pantry, a tradition 
they hope to continue in the 
future. 

Evening Star’s next event 
will be their annual charity 
fundraiser, the Donald B. 
Studley Memorial Charity 
Pig Roast. Hosted at Camp 
Happy Hill in Farmington, 
the proceeds will benefit 
numerous causes in town. 
This much-anticipated event 
will be held on Sept. 19.

Evening Star Lodge No. 101 Fellowcraft Picnic

District 8

by Andrew Warren

Wooster Lodge No. 10 and Oxoboxo Lodge No. 116 observed 
St. Johns’ Day  in Colchester. What made this day special was that 
so many members of the Masonic Family joined the celebration, 
including members of DeMolay and Rainbow, as well as Wooster’s 
newest affiliate member MWGM Gail N. Smith, accompanied 
by  RWB Theodore J. Nelson, Deputy Grand Master, and a large 
contingent of current and past Grand Lodge officers. 

It was a beautiful day to process down the main thoroughfare to 
the Colchester Federated Church, where brothers enjoyed a multi-
faith devotional service.  It was a wonderful sight to see so many 
brothers, young men from DeMolay, young women from Rainbow, 
men interested in joining the fraternity, members from the Second 

Continental Light Dragoons (including Brother Sal Tarantino) and 
members from New London Chapter No. 58 National Sojourners 
(including Brother Jeff Stober) joining in the parade. 

Once at the church, the Grand Master was escorted into the 
building with WM Michael B. Schaefer. Many Brothers participated 
in the devotional services. Rev. and RWB Bruce R. Bellmore, Grand 
Marshal delivered the message and, as always, did a fabulous 
job. RWB Carl Anderson, Grand Organist, contributed the music, 
playing the wonderful pipe organ. 

After the service, the brothers walked back to the lodge where 
they enjoyed a fantastic feast prepared by WB Keith Wakelee, his 
wife Laura and Bro. James Preston. After the meal, RWB Bellmore 
was the guest speaker for the evening, followed by cake and a 
tremendous amount of fellowship. 

Wooster Lodge No. 10 & Oxoboxo 
Lodge No. 116: Marching to Success 

Marching to the Church



12 CT Freemasons • September 2016

by Theodore J. Nelson

My travels earlier this year as 
Grand Senior Warden, and since 
April as Deputy Grand Master, have 
extended past the borders of our 
state.  In January and February I 
traveled to Rhode Island for both 
Lodge events, and District events 
in my old home town of Wakefield.   
Also in February, I traveled to the 
Conference of Grand Masters of 
North America held in Madison, 
Wisconsin.  There I participated in 
a number of interactive seminars 
that dealt with membership decline 
among all of the Grand Lodges of 
the U.S. with the exception of North 
Dakota.  Interestingly, North Dakota 
has had a positive net growth in 
membership for the last 3 years.  They, 
along with representatives from the 
Grand Lodge of Kansas, shared their 
programs for growth with us.  In July, 
I attended the Northeast Conference 
of Grand Lodges in Killington, 
Vermont.  The format there, while less 
formal than Madison, was informative 
and provided an opportunity to 
interact with my counterparts from 
neighboring Grand Jurisdictions.  
One of the highlights of my travels 
this year was the Cornerstone 
Ceremony held on August 2, in 
my back yard in Mystic, at the new 
Masonicare facility.  This community  

is a welcome addition for those of us 
here in Southeastern CT. 

This summer, in my role as Deputy 
Grand Master, I have been engaging 
in informal Saturday morning 
meetings with past and present 
District Deputies in their individual 
districts.  These meetings have been 
very upbeat and, I’ve found them 
informative about the culture and 
history of each district to which I have 
traveled.  I’m not there to dictate 
policy, but to take note of what is, and 
is not, working in each of the districts. 
I’m also answering questions about 
Grand Lodge matters when asked.  
I highly recommend this practice to 
succeeding Deputy Grand Masters.

Core Objectives is a concept that 
has been introduced to the Grand 
Lodge officers by our Grand Junior 
Steward, RWB Joe Porco.  Under 
MWB Gail Smith’s direction, Joe 
has been working on a plan that 
has the potential to propel us into a 
glorious future.  Each Mason, each 
Lodge, each district and this Grand 
Jurisdiction as a whole, can stand 
around and accept as the status quo 
declining membership or we can be 
proactive, get busy addressing the 
causes of the decline, and actively 
promote the growth of Masonry 
within Connecticut. Under this core 
objectives approach, each Grand 
Lodge officer has the flexibility to 

specialize in a key objective while 
learning about other key objectives 
with which he may be less familiar.  
Adoption of this approach offers the 
opportunity to provide continuity 
and consistency in both the current 
and future Grand Lodge officer lines.

Continuity is huge.  Every 
successful business, including my 
own, thrives on continuity.  Knowing 
your numbers, your members, your 
customer base, and your market are 
all key strategic indicators vital for 
growth and success.  The greatest 
lesson that I have learned in my eight 
year journey in the Grand Lodge 
offices is that our Grand Jurisdiction 
runs from the bottom up, not the 
top down.  Said another way, our 
lodges feed us Past Masters, some 
of whom become District Deputies, 
and our District Deputies feed us 
Grand Lodge Officers, some of 
whom ultimately become Grand 
Master.  If each succeeding Grand 
Master is willing to adopt programs 
that support the Core Objectives, 
we will continue to have a dynamic 
line of Grand Lodge officers in a 
progressive line to the Grand East 
who will be blessed with the ability 
to learn and apply best practices to 
wisely governing our gentle craft 
with benevolence, harmony and 
brotherly love. 

Travels, Objectives, and Continuity
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Passing of MWB Joseph J. Howard, 
158th Grand Master

Most Worshipful Brother Joseph 
J. Howard, 158th Grand Master of 
the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 
AF&AM of Connecticut, laid down 
the working tools of  life on July 29, 

2016 at the age of 87.
The brothers and staff of CT 

Freemasons mourn his passing and 
are preparing a suitable tribute 
article for publication in next month’s 

issue.
We ask that the Craft continue to 

hold our brother, and his family, in 
their thoughts and prayers.

by James W. D’Acosta

Richard E. Ruot, PM of Fidelity-St. John No. 3, received his 
50 year pin from MWGM Gail N. Smith during the lodge’s 
annual Masonic Honors Ceremony.  WB Dick traveled from 
Florida with his family for the occasion.

Richard Ruot 
Receives 50-year Pin

Gail N. Smith, James W. D’Acosta, Richard Ruot, Charles W. 
Yohe

by James W. D’Acosta

Brother Nick Carpenter, State Master Councilor for 
Connecticut DeMolay, was honored for his fine work 
in exemplifying DeMolay’s Flower Talk for two years at 
Fidelity-St. John No. 3’s annual Masonic Honors Ceremony.  
He was presented a hand crafted gavel by WM James W. 
D’Acosta. With all Past Masters present on their feet, the 
gavel was passed from WB D’Acosta to Nick’s grandfather, 
to Ansantawae Lodge No. 89’s current Worshipful Master 
Michael B. Nowlin, and finally to Bro. Nick. 

DeMolay State 
Master Councilor 

Honored

Bro. Nick Carpenter delivering Flower Talk at Fidelity-St. 
John’s Lodge No. 3 
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Discussion:

We all traveled the same 
path to become Master 
Masons and as such, 
Brethren are reminded of the 
obligations taken at the altar; 
the lessons taught and values 
instilled within our degrees 
that impact every day of 
your life.  As we interact with 
others through the use of 
social media, our comments, 
postings and actions can 
be viewed positively or 
negatively, impacting not 
only our fraternity but also 
those individuals the subject 

of the postings.  

Decision 2016-1

Brethren are reminded 
care and thought are 
necessary before posting 
a photo, video or audio 
recording, comments, 
musings, etc. on social 
media.  Your actions as a 
Mason on these social media 
sites should promote the 
highest standards of morality 
and integrity; avoiding 
private piques and quarrels.  
You shall not identify another 
Brother as a member of the 

Craft without his permission, 
shall not disclose any Grand 
Lodge or Lodge business to 
the uninitiated, nor discuss 
any information concerning 
a petitioner or candidate 
related to his application, 
investigation or ballot.  
Actions to discredit or be 
injurious to a brother or the 
fraternity at-large, that do not 
promote high standards, will 
be considered unmasonic 
conduct.

A submission, post, note, 
comment, like, or any action 
on social media is published 
to the world at large.  It is 
no different than publishing 
in a newspaper. Remember 
that submissions on social 
media become a permanent 
record and once posted 
are not retrievable and 
that positive and negative 
comments about a Brother 
or the Fraternity become 
generally available.  Thus 
you should always display 

courtesy towards others for 
we are one fraternity and 
Brothers All.

This Decision affirms and 
expands the application of 
Decision #1108 recognizing 
the ever changing modes 
of communication in our 
society.  Decision #1108 
holds “The publication 
of defamatory, abusive, 
scurrilous, disrespectful 
or insulting articles 
concerning the Grand 
Master and members of the 
Grand Lodge constitutes 
unmasonic conduct.”  By 
application of my Decision, 
Decision 1108 is expanded 
and shall apply to all modes 
of communication and to all 
Brothers.

M.W. Gail N. Smith
Grand Master, Grand 

Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of 
Connecticut

2016

Decision of the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master

Use of Technology and Social Media Appropriate Conduct as a Mason
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President & CEO of Masonicare

This will be my last column in 
the Connecticut Freemasons 
newspaper.  On September 
30, I will be “graduating” to 
retirement. My 16 years at 
Masonicare have been a 
rewarding and meaningful 
cap to my business life.  

Following a yearlong 
process to name my 
successor, I’m so pleased 
that the Search Committee 
has selected Bro. Jon-Paul 
“JP” Venoit for the job.  I’ve 
worked closely with JP for most 
of my years with Masonicare.  I 
know him to be an extremely hard 
worker – always with Masonicare’s best 
interest at heart.  His one weakness is 
that he’s a Yankees fan.  But other than 

that, he’s shown himself to be a great 
judge of talent, a passionate supporter 

of inclusive culture and an 
energetic project leader.  

As I wind down to 
September 30, I do so with 

humble appreciation for 
all that our employees 
do for our residents, 
patients and each 
other – including me.  
It’s been an honor for 
me to be a Masonicare 

employee and, over 
the years, to be on the 

receiving end of services 
both for myself and loved 

ones.
There is plenty of work ahead for 

Masonicare given the aging population, 
increasing numbers of individuals with 
dementia and the ceaseless changes in 

healthcare.  I am confident, however, with 
JP at the helm and with the stewardship 
of Connecticut Masonry on our Board 
of Trustees and our Affiliate boards that 
the future is bright.

I want to thank the many readers of 
this publication and members of the 
Masonic family whom it has been a 
pleasure to get to know for your support 
of Masonicare’s mission.  As our founding 
brothers envisioned more than a century 
ago, we are here to “help, aid and assist.”

Sincerely and fraternally,

From the desk of Bro. Stephen B. McPherson 

by Martin Ede.
Greetings Brothers, I invite you to 

the Masonic Lodge of Research in New 
Haven on the afternoon of Saturday 
October 22 for our James Royal Case 
Award presentation.  This year, the 
brothers of MLR have nominated 

Brother Kirk White from Vermont to 
receive this prestigious award.  He is 
the author of Operative Freemasonry: A 
Manual For Restoring Light and Vitality 
to the Fraternity.  The event will begin at 
2 P.M. and will include a presentation by 
Brother Kirk, who will also be available 

to sign his book.  It will be followed by an 
early buffet dinner at 4 P.M.  I hope many 
of you will be able to attend at this new 
time and enjoy an edifying afternoon of 
Masonic discourse.  Any questions or 
reservations for dinner can be directed 
to me at mede@snet.net. 

The Masonic Lodge of Research Invites 
You to Our Annual Case Award
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by Adam Raider

A celebratory luncheon 
honoring the 2016 recipients 
of the Norma J. Brandt 
Nursing Scholarship was 
held July 28 at Masonicare at 
Ashlar Village in Wallingford.

The Norma J. Brandt 
Scholarship Fund was made 
possible by a generous 
gift to The Masonic Charity 
Foundation of Connecticut 
from Bro. John O. Brandt, 
Jr. of Pomfret Center, 
Connecticut, in loving 
memory of his wife, Norma. 
Norma was a registered 
nurse and an active member 
of both the Order of the 
Eastern Star (where she 
was Past Matron of Betty 
Putnam Chapter No. 106) 
and the Order of the 
Amaranth (Past Royal Matron 
of Rainbow Court No. 20). 
The scholarship fund that 
bears her name provides 
financial assistance to 
qualified individuals who are 
pursuing a career as a nurse.

This year’s new scholarship 

recipients included Micaela 
Bergel (granddaughter of 
Bro. Paul Bergel, Coastal 
Lodge No. 57), Christina 
Curtiss (Masonicare Health 
Center), Marjory Nelson 
(Masonicare Health Center), 
Jessica Niele (daughter of 
Christine Martino, Director 
of Home Health Rehab 
Services, Masonicare Home 
Health & Hospice), Princess 
Shabazz (Masonicare 
Health Center) and Melissa 
Sorrell (Masonicare Home 
Health & Hospice).

Continuing scholarships 
were awarded to Brianna 
Grills (granddaughter of 
Jeanette Theiler, RN at 
Masonicare Home Health 
& Hospice), Lindsy Hurlbert 
(daughter of Bro. Gordon 
Hurlbert, Temple Lodge 
No. 16), Tammy Nadeau 
(Masonicare Health Center), 
William Stone (son of Phyllis 
Stone, RN at Masonicare 
Health Center), and 
Samantha Zeoli (Masonicare 
at Ashlar Village).

“All of the recipients 

continue a tradition of 
compassionate care,” 
said WB Jon-Paul Venoit, 
Masonicare’s Chief Operating 
Officer, “and they will go 
on to touch so many lives 
during their careers.”

A scholarship selection 
committee comprised of 
medical staff from across 
the Masonicare continuum 
and chaired by Bro. Thomas 
M. Gutner, Administrator 
of Masonicare Health 
Center, identified the most 
qualified candidates from 
a pool of applicants. To 
qualify for the scholarship, 
applicants must either be 
a Masonicare employee, 
the child or grandchild of a 

Masonicare employee, or 
have some affiliation with a 
Masonic organization, either 
as a member or as a child 
or grandchild of a member. 
As well, employees must 
be eligible for benefits and 
employed by Masonicare 
for a minimum of one 
year. All applicants must 
display a passion for the 
nursing profession.

In addition to the Brandt 
Scholarship, Melissa Sorrell 
was also the recipient of the 
Margie Gallager Nursing 
Scholarship, an award made 
possible by a gift from Bro. 
Robert L. Gallager in memory 
of his late wife, Margie, 
who was also a nurse.

2016 Brandt Nursing Scholarship 
Recipients Honored

From left are Brandt Scholars Lindsy Hurlbert, Jessica Niele, 
Marjory Nelson, Tammy Nadeau and Melissa Sorrell
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MWGM Gail N. Smith wanted 
the Craft to know what a real police 
lineup looks like.   Here are retired 
Connecticut State Police Brother William 
Marchand, MWGM Gail N. Smith, and 

RWB Marshall K. Robinson.  These 
distinguished brothers were at a Stated 
Communication of Village Lodge No. 29, 
where they had just finished sampling a 
variety of entries in the Village Lodge 

Chili Cookoff.   Given the nature of the 
Stated Communication, it was a casual 
dress evening.

A Real Police Lineup

by Melvin E. Johnson

Some years ago there was a popular 
song entitled “Tapestry,” in which the 
singer expressed the thought that her 
life had been a like a multi-hued tapestry.  
In many ways I believe this is true of our 
Fraternity.  There are charitable, spiritual, 
philosophical, fraternal, community, 
comradeship, ritual and many more 
elements that contribute to the richness 
and beauty of the Masonic tapestry we 
are weaving.  Each is important and we 
need to ensure we are truly valuing the 
contribution each Brother and Lodge is 
making.  These efforts are valuable and 
deserve our gratitude, whether they are 
obvious or done quietly.

There are Brothers and Lodges who 
are dedicating an exceptional amount 
of time and effort to maintaining high 
standards of ritual excellence; not only 
in the Blue Lodges, but throughout all 
of our fraternal organizations.  They 
are achieving exceptional results that 
it has been my privilege to witness 

throughout our state.  There is an inner 
satisfaction that comes from accepting 
this challenge and doing the job well, 
and a resulting growth in Masonry.  This 
is, and always will be, the primary reward 
and motivation for this effort.

That said, it may be time to do 
more to recognize and encourage this 
excellence.  It seems the right thing to 
do and also may prove a more effective 
way to raise the general level of our 
ritual than by simply demanding better 
results from those whose ritual is less 
inspired and inspiring.  Not everyone 
feels capable of doing “great” ritual; 
ritual that is both accurate and delivered 
in an understanding and meaningful 
manner.  But those who do such ritual 
serve as a beacon for the rest of us and, 
hopefully, as the “leaven in the loaf” to 
raise our standards within our Lodges 
and organizations.

Our Grand Master has requested that 
I develop this idea.  To this end, I am 
asking you to give thought to whether 
more should be done to identify and 

recognize the exceptional ritualists 
among us, be they Lodges or individuals.  
If you have any thoughts in this regard 
which you would be willing to share, 
email me at meljohnson3@outlook.com, 
call at (860) 232-9311 or use the GPS 
system.  There also may be reasons to 
not do more than is currently done and 
those concerns deserve to be heard 
as well.  There are also undoubtedly 
things being done that are effective 
and these should be shared and built 
upon.  If there is a significant interest in 
this topic, I would be happy to host or 
attend discussions on the subject. 

I have prepared a white paper with 
some thoughts regarding what might 
be done and I would be happy to email 
it to anyone that is interested, but the 
important thing is that any resulting 
recommendation reflects the collective 
wisdom of the Craft.  I wish to express 
my gratitude for all your efforts on 
behalf of this great Fraternity and I look 
forward to hearing from you.

How To Recognize Excellence of Ritual
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On Tuesday, August 2, the Officers 
of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of 
Connecticut conducted a Masonic 
Cornerstone Ceremony for Masonicare’s 
new retirement community under 
construction in Mystic.  Led by MWGM 
Gail N. Smith, the traditional ceremony 
to attest to the strength and integrity 
of a building under construction 
was conducted with reverence and 
solemnity.  

Attendees included Masons from 

Connecticut and Rhode Island, 
Masonicare staff, future residents of 
Masonicare at Mystic, current Ashlar 
Villager residents and dignitaries 
including the Worthy Grand Matron and 
Worthy Grand Patron of Eastern Star 
and the Grand Royal Matron and Grand 
Royal Patron of Amaranth – nearly 250 in 
all.  

Held on the actual construction 
site on Clara Drive in Mystic, speakers 
at the ceremony included RW Bro. 

Carl Anderson, Bro. Jon-Paul Venoit, 
Hilde Sager (Executive Director of 
Masonicare’s Residential Services), 
Bro. Rob Simmons (First Selectman 
of Stonington) and the Deputy Grand 
Master from neighboring Rhode Island.  

Masonicare at Mystic is on target to 
welcome its first residents later this fall.  
Visit www.masonicare-mystic.org to 
see the web cam footage showing the 
progress of the construction.

Cornerstone Ceremony Held in Mystic
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by Margaret Steeves

Brother Jon-Paul 
“JP” Venoit has been 
named President and 
Chief Executive Officer 
of Masonicare, effective 
October 1.  Bro. JP, who is 
currently Chief Operating 
Officer there, succeeds 
Bro. Stephen B. McPherson, 
who is retiring at the end of 
September after 16 years 
with the senior living and 
healthcare non-profit.  

The announcement was 
made by Bro. Howard W. 
Orr, Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of Masonicare.  
“We had a rigorous search 
process that generated 
several outstanding 
candidates from within and 
outside the organization,” 
he noted.  “In selecting JP, 
we have chosen someone 
intimately familiar with 
Masonicare’s culture, 
operations and challenges.  
His oversight of Masonicare’s 
strategic planning process 
over the past several years 
and his execution of key 
initiatives were significant 
in our decision-making.”  

“I feel honored and 
fortunate to have been 
chosen to lead this 
organization that has 
already given me so much,” 
JP said. “I am excited 
by the opportunities 
to grow Masonicare, 
which already does so 
much good for seniors 
throughout Connecticut.” 

Steve McPherson said 
of his successor, “JP’s 
critical involvement with 
the organization’s growth 
areas, and his vision of what 
needs to get done to meet 

the future needs of those we 
serve, make him the ideal 
choice to take Masonicare 
to the next level.”  

JP has been with 
Masonicare since 1990 
while in high school when 
he worked as a waiter 
at Ashlar Village, the 
organization’s retirement 
community located on 
their upper campus in 
Wallingford.  Over his 
career, his roles have ranged 
from Executive Director 
of Residential Services to 
oversight of all the operating 
entities in his current role.  
Under his leadership, the 
Ashlar Village community 
underwent a mult-million 
dollar expansion.  He has his 
undergraduate degree from 
University of Hartford and 
is a candidate for an M.S. in 
Healthcare Administration 
from Post University.  

JP received his Entered 
Apprentice degree at 
Compass Lodge No. 9 on 
October 2, 2000, followed 
by his Fellow Craft degree 
on November 6, and was 
raised to the sublime 
degree of Master Mason 
on November 20.  Since 
then he has served as a 
master of Compass Lodge 
No. 9, and is a member 
of Cosmopolitan Lodge 
No. 125, Sphinx Temple 
A.A.O.N.M.S. of Newington, 
and Ashlar Chapter No. 116, 
Order of the Eastern Star.

 When the Hartog 
Activities Center at Ashlar 
Village was being designed 
and built, JP made sure 
that a special area was set 
aside for a lodge room.  This 
would ultimately become 
the meeting place for Ashlar 

Lodge No. 332, facilitating 
attendance at meetings 
for Masons living at Ashlar 
Village and sending a 
welcoming message to 
potential members.  He was 
one of the leading creators 
of the Lodge and is a Charter 
Member.  He also belongs 
to the Masonic Communities 
and Services Association 
of North America.

This past June, at 
Grand Masters Day, JP 
was presented with the 
Pierpont Edwards Medal 
in recognition of all his 
Masonic service.

In addition to his 
job and his Masonic 
commitments, JP is very 
active in community and 
professional circles.  He 

is a 2007 Leadership 
Fellow with LeadingAge, 
the national trade and 
advocacy organization for 
the senior care industry.  
He currently chairs the 
Connecticut Assisted Living 
Association Board and their 
Institute for Senior Living 
Education.  He also chairs 
the Wallingford Education 
Foundation, is Vice Chair 
of the Wallingford Planning 
and Zoning Commission, 
and serves as Commissioner 
of the Wallingford 
Ethics Committee.  He 
is also a surveyor for 
the Continuing Care 
Accreditation Commission.  

JP resides in Wallingford 
with his wife, Christine, 
and their two sons.  

Brother Jon-Paul Venoit Named 
CEO of Masonicare 
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Discussion
District Deputies are appointed 

by the Grand Master and serve at his 
will and pleasure.  To be consistent 
with our regulations governing lodge 
officers, a brother appointed a District 
Deputy would not become a permanent 
member of Grand Lodge unless they 
complete their appointed term of 
service as a District Deputy.

 

Old Wording
 

Section 2403.  District Deputies to be 
Permanent Members of Grand Lodge.  
All District Deputies, including all Past 
District Deputies shall be permanent 
members of the Grand Lodge while 
remaining in good standing with 
their respective Lodges within this 
jurisdiction.

 

Change to read as follows
Section 2403.  District Deputies 

to be Permanent Members of Grand 
Lodge.  All District Deputies, who 
have completed their appointed term 
of service as District Deputy, including 
all Past District Deputies shall be 
permanent members of the Grand 
Lodge while remaining in good standing 
with their respective Lodges within this 
jurisdiction.

Committee on Legal Matters

Amendment to Section 2403 – District Deputies to 
be Permanent Members of Grand Lodge

October 2016

Discussion

This section is being amended at 
the request of the Trustees and Grand 
Treasurer to reflect the current practices 
used by the Trustees.  Funds should not 
be invested “in their names as Trustees”, 
but in the name of the Grand Lodge.  As 
the Grand Master has the authority of 
Grand Lodge when not in session, he 
has the authority to direct disbursement 
of earned income when necessary.

Old Wording

Section 2110.  Election, Terms 
of Office and Duties of Trustees.  
Three Trustees shall be elected for 
three years, by ballot, beginning at the 
Annual Communication of 1938 when 
one shall be elected for one year, one 
for two years, and one for three years, 

and then one every year thereafter, at 
the Semi-Annual Communication, who 
shall receive from the Grand Treasurer 
such monies as the Grand Lodge may 
direct, and shall invest the same in their 
names as Trustees, and their successors 
in office, as directed by the Grand 
Lodge, and shall report thereon at each 
annual communication.  The Grand 
Trustees may disburse income earned 
by the Grand Trustees in the name of 
the Grand Lodge to the Grand Treasurer 
upon their own vote.  Any disbursement 
of principal held by the Grand Trustees 
must be approved by the voting 
brethren at a Regular Communication 
of the Grand Lodge.

Change to read as follows:

There shall be three (3) Trustees, one 
(1) to be elected for a three year term at 

each Semi-Annual Communication, who 
shall receive from the Grand Treasurer 
such monies as the Grand Lodge may 
direct, and shall invest same in the name 
of the Grand Lodge.  The Grand Trustees 
may disburse to the Grand Treasurer 
income earned on said funds at the 
order of the Grand Master or as provided 
in the Budget approved by Grand 
Lodge.  Any disbursement of principal 
held by the Grand Trustees must be 
approved by the voting brethren at a 
Regular Communication of the Grand 
Lodge.  The Grand Trustees shall report 
in writing to Grand Lodge at the Annual 
Communication, or at such other times 
as directed by Grand Lodge, the income 
collected and disbursements made 
since the last report to Grand Lodge; 
as well as, the monies, investments and 
other property currently held by the 
Grand Trustees.

Committee on Legal Matters

Amendment to Section 2110 – Grand Lodge Trustees.

October 2016
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Discussion

This proposal is a result of the Legal 
Matters Committee submission 
of an inquiry to the lodges during 
February 2016 concerning whether 
lodges were in favor of background 
checks and if so, should background 
checks be mandatory or voluntary.  
The responses received supported 
use of background checks but 
the majority did not support a 
mandatory process.  The Legal 

Matters committee has prepared a 
new section to address approving 
use of background checks, optional 
at the discretion of the lodge.

New:

Section 4115A. Use of background 
checks – petitioner for the EA degree.  
A lodge may adopt a procedure (as 
described within the Grand Lodge 
Policies and Procedures) to be utilized 
by the Investigating Committee for 

purposes of conducting a background 
check to provide the Committee 
with supplemental information 
during their evaluation of the internal 
qualification of a petitioner (see 
Section 4104).  Information received 
by the Investigating Committee shall 
be kept confidential and shall only 
be used for purposes of fomulating 
their recommendation of approval or 
rejection (see Section 4105 and 4207 
regarding non-disclosure).  

Committee on Legal Matters

New Section 4115A – Use of background checks

October 2016

Discussion

The committee received 
recommendations to clarify subpart 
(d) as to what constitutes “General 
business, permanently affecting the 
lodge.”  The change recommended 
by the committee is to require 
any action requiring a vote of the 
members to be done only at a Stated 
Communication.

Old Wording

Section 3403.  Certain Business 
to Be Acted Upon Only at a Stated 

Communication.   The following 
business can be acted upon only at a 
stated communication of the Lodge:

a. The application of candidates 
for the degrees, or affiliation.

b. The appropriation of Lodge 
funds.

c. The alteration or adoption of 
By-Laws.

d. General business, 
permanently affecting the Lodge.

Change to read as follows:
Section 3403.  Certain Business 

to Be Acted Upon Only at a Stated 

Communication.   The following 
business can be acted upon only at a 
stated communication of the Lodge:

a. The application of candidates 
for the degrees, or affiliation.

b. The appropriation of Lodge 
funds.

c. The alteration or adoption of 
By-Laws.

d. General business requiring 
the approval of the Lodge.

Committee on Legal Matters

Amendment to Section 3403 – Certain Business to Be 
Acted Upon Only at a Stated Communication

October 2016
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Connecticut York Rite Opportunities
Information to be included in York Rite Opportunities must be submitted by the 8th of the preceding month to the Grand 

Secretary/Recorder, Charles B. Fowler, 525 Stillwater, Windsor CT 06095-3842 or ctramrsm@gmail.com.        NOTE: All dates 
and visitations are subject to change without notice. 

SEPTEMBER 2016

02    RE  Columbia 31 RA, Collinsville
05  ME MP RE  HAPPY LABOR DAY !!!
06  ME  RE F Franklin 02 RA, New Haven.  PM & MEM deg
06   MP  C Adam Sattig 35 SM, Milford.  Awards Night/Apple Festival 7:30pm
07   MP RE F Menunketuck 36 SM, Madison
08   MP  F Washington 06, Darien
9-10  ME MP RE  Northeast York Rite Conference, Mansfield MA
12   MP RE F Cushing 04 SM, Preston
13   MP  F Wolcott 01 SM, East Hartford
13    RE  Harmony 08 SM, New Haven
14  ME   F Hiram 01 RA, Sandy Hook.
15    RE U Hamilton 05 KT, Stratford
16  ME   U New Haven 02 KT, New Haven.  Red Cross, Dinner
16-18   RE U Grand Commandery KT of NY
17   MP  F AASR Council of Deliberation, New Haven
18   MP  F DeMolay Legion of Honor, Will Mackey, West Hartford
20     U Washington 01 KT, East Hartford.  Order of Malta
20   MP  F Columbia 09 SM, Middletown
20    RE U St Elmo 09 KT, Middletown.  Red Cross, Dinner 6 p
21  ME  RE F Washington 30 RA, Suffield
22    RE U Trinity 03 KT, East Norwalk (Note new location)
23   MP  F Jerusalem 16 SM, Stratford
23    RE  New Haven 02 KT, New Haven.  Rehearse Malta
27  ME MP RE F Montgomery 02 SM & Trinity 09 RA, No. Windham.  RAM deg
28    RE  Pythagoras 17 RA, East Hartford
30    RE U New Haven 02 KT, New Haven.  Order of Malta with St Elmo 09 KT

NOTE  >> >> >> When there is a dinner, reservations are usually required.

  ME   indicates attendance by the ME Grand High Priest
   MP  indicates attendance by the MP Grand Master
    RE indicates attendance by the RE Grand Commander

COMING UP  
Oct 15 Hamilton 22 SM, Meriden.  R DiPasquale Memorial Steak or Lobster Dinner, 5-8 pm.
Tickets $25.  For info contact B Padula 203-228-4447, J Braddock 203-235-5596, or D Luft 203-537-1610.

Nov 19 York Rite Testimonial Dinner, Marco Polo Ristorante, East Hartford.  Social Hour 5:30, Dinner 6:30 p
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FROM MEGHP MARTIN EDE

I hope you have had an exciting 
and restorative summer break, and I 
look forward to visiting you all in the 
coming year.  As I plan my visitations 
for the year, I would appreciate being 
added to all Chapter communications 
and schedules.  My provisional visits 
are listed in the Opportunities, but 
I may add others at the last minute, 
so don’t be too surprised if I turn up 
unexpectedly – I will try and email/
text before turning up but don’t let 
this worry you as I am not making a 
surprise spot check.  Also, if a meeting 
is going to be cancelled, let me know 
ASAP on the day due to travel times.

I look forward to promoting 
education and understanding of our 
Capitular degrees in the coming year 
and, with the Grand Chapter officers, 
will be organizing informal seminars.  
If any Companion has any questions or 
confusions on the Chapter, please let 
me know so we can see what needs to 
be addressed; no question is too small 
and can be sent to me in confidence.

My motto for the year is “Every 
Brother, A Companion”.  Our degrees 
are a completion of the Blue Lodge.  The 
Mark complements the FC, the MEM 
sees the completion of the Temple 
and the Royal Arch communicates the 
real word and sign of a Mason and 
explains why it could not be given in 
the Master Mason degree.  Historically, 
the Royal Arch was part of and also 
seen as the completion of the Master 
Mason degree, and we should not 
lose sight of this important tradition in 
Freemasonry, and as such we need to 
welcome all brothers into our Chapters, 
 

FROM MPGM J. ANDREW BIRDSALL

Companions, I hope everyone has 
had a safe and enjoyable summer.  I 
have enjoyed the few visitations I 
have made so far and look forward 
to visiting each Council by the end of 
Fall.

If you haven’t done so, please make 
contact with your Grand Council 
Officer to schedule your inspection.  
It can be on the degree of your 
choice.  All Councils are encouraged 
to participate in the Honor Council 
Program this year, I would certainly 
like to recognize each and every 
Council for the exceptional work that is 
being done.  To help you prepare, the 
Inspection Form can be downloaded 
from our website.

For those on social media, please 
look for our Facebook page ‘Cryptic 
Masons of Connecticut’, or join our 
group of the same name, the goal is 
to help promote our Cryptic Rite and 
keep everyone informed of all the 
great events going on in our Councils.  

As always, if there is anything that 
the Grand Council Officers can do to 
help, please let us know

FROM REGC CLYDE W. KAYSER II

Summer is over, and now it is 
time to return to the work of the 
Commanderies.  One important 
event occurring this month is the 
move of Trinity Commandery No. 
3 from Darien to their new Asylum 
in their apartments at the Old Well 
Lodge No. 108 in Norwalk.  This move 
will provide Trinity Commandery 
No. 3 with a facility better suited for 
the conferral of the Commandery 

Orders.  Their first Stated Conclave 
at the new location is on September 
22nd at 1930 hours.  We have also 
begun to hold the Commandery 
inspections for this year.  So far Saint 
John’s Commandery No. 11 has been 
inspected.  This year a change was 
instituted for the inspections; instead 
of having a Grand Inspector, the four 
dais officers are combining to do the 
inspections.  In addition to giving four 
different perspectives on the work, it 
also allows the officers to witness the 
fitness of the Commanderies.  I’m sure 
that our Deputy Grand commander 
will be tweaking the process next year 
to further improve it.

I am pleased to note that most of our 
Commanderies are returning to open 
their Stated Conclaves in full-form.  
This has led to improvements in the 
marching, sword work and tactics of 
the Sir Knights, and more importantly, 
an increased focus by the Grand 
Commandery Officers to provide the 
Commanderies with the instruction to 
bring this about.  For more information 
on this subject, please read the article 
on tactics by Eminent Sir Knight James 
McNeely in the Connecticut section of 
the August Knights Templar Magazine.

YORK RITE WEBSITES
Grand Chapter RAM of CT:     

http://yorkrite.org/gcramct/
Grand Council R&SM of CT:  

http://yorkrite.org/gcrsmct/ 
Grand Commandery KT of CT:  

www.knightstemplar.org/gckt/ct
Common to all three YR bodies: 

www.yorkrite.com/ct
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News From The Valley of 
New Haven, A.A.S.R.

by Charles Tirrell

The fall is an exciting time for the 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 
of Freemasonry!  During this season, 
we welcome Master Masons to join 
with us in one of our reunions and 
become a member of the Scottish 
Rite.  To join the Scottish Rite, a Master 
Mason in good standing must first 
receive the 4th Degree, which can be 
conferred at any of our Valley Degree 
evenings.  He will then continue on 
to witness three or more degrees 
(non-sequential) before proceeding 
to the 32nd Degree and becoming 
a Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret.  
This fall we have many opportunities 

to begin your Scottish Rite journey 
with the following degrees.

4th and 15th Degrees - Monday, 
October 17th

18th Degree - Monday, November 
7th

32nd Degree - Saturday, November 
12th

….and many, many more being 
conducted by other valleys around 
the state.

During each of these evenings, 
we hold a fantastic dinner followed 
by the portrayal of the degree.  
During these evenings, there is no 
unnecessary business meeting.  
We focus entirely on the degree 
and on our candidates’ Masonic 
experience.  After the degree, our 
brothers typically get together for 
refreshments and a discussion of the 
deeper meaning and lessons of the 
degree.

Additional degrees can be 
experienced across Connecticut at 
any of our five Valleys throughout the 
season.  If you are interested in joining 
the Scottish Rite, please contact 
our Membership Development 
Chairman, Brother Wayne Murray 
(203.393.5518 - wmurray2629@
gmail.com), who will assist you in 
determining which degrees to attend 
and how to start your journey.  We 
hope to welcome you to our valley 
and join with you on your search for 
further light in Masonry.

In addition to degree work, we 
have two exciting opportunities for 
all Master Masons.  On Saturday, 

October 8th, our Valley will hold 
a fantastic Oktoberfest Feast at 
Sleeping Giant Park in Hamden.  
We’ll have authentic German cuisine, 
beer, and songs!  All Master Masons 
are invited to join us and enjoy some 
fantastic fellowship.  Contact Brother 
Wayne Murray for details.  RSVPs are 
required.  

Our second new opportunity 
is the Scottish Rite Valley of New 
Haven Speakers Bureau.  Our Valley 
has created some interesting, 
esoterically-oriented presentations 
appropriate for Master Masons and 
have arranged for knowledgeable 
brethren of our craft to present the 
material to local Blue Lodges.  If 
you are interested in furthering 
the Masonic Education within your 
Blue Lodge, please contact Brother 
Charles Tirrell (203.215.5305 or 
chtirrell@gmail) and arrange for the 
Scottish Rite to give a presentation at 
one of your stated communications.

Finally, we would like to announce 
that our Fall Candidate Class will be 
named in honor of Ill. Brother Vernon 
K. Cleaves, 33°.  Brother Vern has 
served the Valley of New Haven for 
many years as our Secretary and 
has dedicated countless time to the 
advancement of our Valley and the 
Scottish Rite.  Words can not express 
the gratitude that we hold in our 
Valley for his labors.  He is one of 
the most dedicated brothers that we 
have ever met and feel truly blessed 
to call him friend and brother.  Please 
join us in honoring the efforts of 
Brother Vern this Fall by attending 
our reunion! 
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News From The Valley of 
Hartford, A.A.S.R.

By David Blythe Sr., Valley Secretary

Welcome back to another exciting 
and rewarding season at the Valley of 
Hartford. The officers hope all brethren 
had a pleasant, safe, and healthy 
summer and are ready to resume  labor 
as the Valley welcomes a new class 
of candidates. These new candidates 
will be joining the Spring Class for a 
special Scottish Rite event this fall. On 
November 12, all Scottish Rite Valleys, 
both in the Northern and Southern 
Jurisdictions, will hold a special day of 
activities. In Connecticut, all the Valleys 
will be joining together at the Valley of 
Bridgeport to hold a united Consistory 
Day, with a special ladies program, and 
then an evening of dining and dancing.  
More detail about the events of the day 
will be forthcoming for those of you 
who might have missed our original 
message. 

As Masons go though the Blue Lodge 
degrees they learn various lessons of 
brotherhood. But unless they go back 
to Blue Lodges either on a regular 
basis they may not truly grasp the true 
meaning of the lessons learned.  But 
when a they have reached a fuller 
understanding of these lessons,  then 
perhaps it’s time to find more light as 
so many of the brethren have done, and 
go on to the “College of Freemasonry,” 
the Scottish Rite. There, in dramatic 
presentations, the degrees build upon 
the Blue Lodge Degrees. 

If you are not a member, why not join 
the Fall Class?

If you are already a Valley of Hartford 
member, talk to new Masons from your 
Blue Lodge, because without them the 
Valley cannot grow. Members should 
also come around on occasion to see 
old friends, meet new ones, and renew 
the Scottish Rite lessons.

If you are not receiving copies of the 
View of the Valley or The Northern Light 
from Supreme Council, or cards on your 

birthday and at Christmas, please make 
sure the Valley has your current address. 
If you have changed you telephone 
number or e-mail address in the past 
year,  notify the Valley of Harford office. 
This information is needed not only for 
Valley records but also for the Supreme 
Council. 

As the Valley enters this historic 
fall session, consider being a top line 
signer on a Scottish Rite petition and 
also consider getting involved in the 
degree productions.  Come  join 
the brethren at a pre-degree dinner 
and the degree work that follows. 
Don’t forget the Fall  Consistory Day 
activities. 

The Fall schedule begins on Thursday, 
September 22 with the showing of the 
40 DVD and the portrayal of the 140, 
followed on Thursday, October 13 by 
the portrayal of the 150 and the 190. The 
Valley degree schedule will conclude 
on Thursday, October 27, with the 
portrayal of the 180.  Degrees begin at 
7:30 p.m., preceeded by a pre-degree 
dinner at the Sphinx Shrine Facility at 
6:10 p.m. And of course, the nationwide 
Consistory Day is on November 12.

 The Valley of Hartford website, 
valleyofhartford.org, provides links 
where any Mason can obtain up-to-date 
information on what is happening within 
the Valley, how to join, directions to the 
Valley, view issues of Valley publications, 
obtain fliers and forms for events, 
download membership applications, 
discover the Valley’s history, or obtain 
links to other Masonic websites that 
might be of interest.

 For questions regarding upcoming 
events or how to join, please call me any 
Monday, Wednesday, or Friday morning 
between 9:00 am, and noon, at (860) 
666-0712, or e-mail me your questions 
to sect@snet.net. Also, DVDs about the 
Scottish Rite are available on request to 
potential new members. 
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by Roger R. Cole

In their report to the Grand Lodge 
last April, the Committee on Legal 
Matters wrote that they had been 
presented with an unusual question 
“concerning a candidate’s recognition 
of a Supreme Being and use of a non-
traditional volume of sacred law”.... 
“to take his Obligation on a book 
he wrote based on the writings of 
Homer.”

After thoughtful discussion, 
deliberation and being duly satisfied 
that all requisite Grand Lodge rules 
and regulations had been met, Legal 
Matters concluded that Masonry’s 
universality allows for a man to receive 
his Obligation on a non-traditional 
volume of sacred law.  The committee 
then suggested that this is a topic 
worthy of Masonic research.

As Senior Warden and a research 
member of Philosophic Lodge of 
Research, this article, and a paper to 
be presented in September, will offer 
perspectives on this topic.

After graduation from high 
school, but before starting college, 
I took a week-long trip with my dad 
through up-state New York.  As we 
traveled, finding a radio station that 
would come in loud and clear was a 
challenge.  One day we found one that 
did and were entertained with radio 
drama, “The Shadow.”  We laughed 
and talked long about the meaning of 
that still famous theme – “Who knows 
what evil lurks in the hearts of men?  
The Shadow knows!”

Sixty-nine years of life experiences, 
a maturing spiritual faith and forty-
eight years attempting to live 
Masonry informs me that Legal 
Matters has deliberated well and 
concluded correctly.  When applied 

appropriately, our fraternity’s values, 
tenets and beliefs do universally 
appeal to all good men.  That is not in 
question. 

The questions here are will our 
obligating a good man forever banish 
any evil that may lurk within his heart?  
That good acts then will triumph over 
evil ones?  That the solemn act of 
expressing belief in a Supreme Being 
before soon-to-be brothers will inspire 
a man to live a more faithful life? That 
once understanding Masonic values, 
tenets and ideals, such a man will 
weave that faithful living into his new 
Masonic life? 

All of this Masons take on faith.  
What do we know?  Rather than 
suppose, what may we prove?  

That good man, obligated on his 
non-traditional Volume of Sacred 
Law, is now our brother.  His Lodge 
brothers have faith, as do I, that he will 
live up to what he has promised.  Why?  
Because evidence exists to prove that 
he is a man of faith and conscience.  
He might have avoided the question 
by remaining silent, simply placing 
his hands upon a traditional Volume 
of Sacred Law, but he did not.  He 
requested one that he knew would 
forever bind his heart, mind and 
conscience. Now his Wayfaring 
journey to become “a true and faithful 
brother among us” has begun.  Is this 
not what Masonry seeks from each of 
its new brothers and demands from 
all within our fraternity?  

Stone Masons know how hard their 
daily labor will be.  What each builds 
comes through determined thought, 
strength and effort.  Our brother 
has proven he possesses these 
characteristics by studying Greek 
writings to improve his mind.  More, 
he has written a book upon Homer 

who was both a celebrated poet and 
philosopher.  

Perhaps while on this journey, 
he encountered “The Writings of 
Heraclitus.”  From fragment 16, “How 
can one hide from that which never 
sets?”  Might a Masonic perspective 
on this be that one’s conscience “never 
sets” or rests easy should one do what 
is not right?  In fragment 27, “There 
awaits men when they die such things 
as they look not for nor dream of.”  Do 
not persons of faith universally agree 
that most faiths teach that an altered 
life begins when this one ends?  
Would not a Masonic application of 
this be that by believing in some form 
of consciousness after death, one will 
restrain his passions freeing his mind 
to work for the greater good?

In the New Testament of the Holy 
Bible, Acts 9, 1-9, Christians learn 
that the Apostle Paul underwent 
a miraculous transformation. My 
head says perhaps he was struck by 
lightning?  My heart knows he was 
changed by Divine action.  What he 
had seen, he could not deny.  What he 
had heard, he could forget.  Having 
had his eyes opened to the Light, he 
might no longer remain blind to it.  A 
changed man, Paul ever after stood in 
the Light, not allowing evil or darkness 
to control his actions.  

Men may think they know right 
from wrong.  A man’s faith united with 
Masonry intensifies his ability to act 
rightly rather than wrongly.  Is this not 
what Masonry has stood for across the 
centuries?  Not blindness, but loving, 
open-minded and astute sight?  May 
a brother expect less from himself or 
from his brother Masons?  What say 
you, my brothers?  

An Unusual Masonic Question…. 
What say you?
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We Welcome Our New Brothers to the Fraternity
Brent J. Howard  Hiram Lodge No. 1
Nestor A. Rubiano  Hiram Lodge No. 1
Kevin L. Young   Hiram Lodge No. 1
Ahmad S. Arabiyat  Wyllys-St. John’s Lodge No. 4
Joseph Walker III  Wyllys-St. John’s Lodge No. 4
Blair M. Albrecht  King Solomons Lodge No. 7
Douglas H. Barry  King Solomons Lodge No. 7
Bryan R. Welch   King Solomons Lodge No. 7
Douglas Bruga   America-St. John’s Lodge No. 8
Conrad K. DeJesus  America-St. John’s Lodge No. 8
Hershell Haughton  America-St. John’s Lodge No. 8
Thomas C. Jones  America-St. John’s Lodge No. 8
Kenneth A. Buckbee  St. Paul’s Lodge No. 11
John J. Mooney  St. Paul’s Lodge No. 11
Ryan A. Perusse  St. Paul’s Lodge No. 11
John S. Gomes   King Hiram Lodge No. 12
Michael P. Keirstead  King Hiram Lodge No. 12
John V. Kekac III  King Hiram Lodge No. 12
Francisco N. DelaCruz  Washington Lodge No. 19
Jeremy A. Doucette  Union Lodge No. 31
Ian S. Sharpe   Somerset-St. James Lodge No. 34
Alexander W. Matteson  Ark Lodge No. 39
Gregory E. Mead  Ark Lodge No. 39
John T. Shaban   Ark Lodge No. 39
Jared W. Brown  Estuary Lodge No. 43
Michael A. Clavarino  Morning Star Lodge No. 47
Christopher J. Cowell Sr. Morning Star Lodge No. 47
Donald Matejek Jr.  Morning Star Lodge No. 47
Patrick S. Scukas  Morning Star Lodge No. 47
Zachary T. Aubin  Seneca Lodge No. 55
David B. Hyatt   Seneca Lodge No. 55
Thomas J. Provitz  Seneca Lodge No. 55
Ejahama E. Todman  Seneca Lodge No. 55
Daniel J. LaChance Jr  St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 64

Wayne Zarnik   Harmony Lodge No. 67
David R. Chouinard  Fayette Lodge No. 69
Anthony V. Giuca  Fayette Lodge No. 69
Eric D. Reuss   Fayette Lodge No. 69
Alexander G Sedor  Fayette Lodge No. 69
Jorge L. Dipini Jr.  Washington Lodge No. 70
Brian T. Kelly   Washington Lodge No. 70
Lawrence M. Morgret  Manchester Lodge No. 73
Steven F. Saehrig  Washington Lodge No. 81
Robert H. Basar   Acacia Lodge No. 85
Mark Nunez   Acacia Lodge No. 85
Philip V. Peluso   Acacia Lodge No. 85
Ryan A. Elblein   Ansantawae Lodge No. 89
Robert S. Hall   Ansantawae Lodge No. 89
Winthrop S. Smith III  Ansantawae Lodge No. 89
Raymond T. Testo Jr.  Ansantawae Lodge No. 89
Santino J. Cuccaro  Center Lodge No. 97
Michael A. Leone  Center Lodge No. 97
Benjamin Caman  Ivanhoe Lodge No. 107
Robert A. Fenge  Ivanhoe Lodge No. 107
Bruce R. Smith   Bay View Lodge No. 120
Jakob J. Y. Stanton  Bay View Lodge No. 120
Matthew L. Lebow  Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125
Paul R. Barry   Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140
John P. Hardy II   Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140
Michael J. Mackie  Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140
Augustus C. Burel  Daytime Lodge No. 144
Jimmy F. Urgiles  Daytime Lodge No. 144
Craig P. Dumont  Wolcott Lodge No. 146
Gabriel E. Benet  Unity Lodge No. 148
Radhames A. Colon-Gil Unity Lodge No. 148
Brian A. Gobin  Unity Lodge No. 148
Paul L. Reid   Purity Lodge No. 150
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by Richard F. Denno

As fall begins, so continues the waiting 
game for over 120,000 patients on the 
organ donor waiting list. For some, 
the wait will end happily with an organ 
transplant. For others, time will run out 
before an organ becomes available. 

Faith plays a large role in the lives of 
those patients waiting for a transplant, 
as well as their families and friends. 
Donate Life America, and the Organ 
Procurement Organizations (OPO’s) 
across the country will be celebrating 
National Donor Sabbath in November. 
The event is observed annually the 
second weekend before Thanksgiving. 
This year, the dates are November 
11-13. Many groups observe National 

Donor Sabbath throughout November. 
Freemasons are asked to contact their 
places of worship and encourage them 
to participate. Participation can be 
messages from the pulpit concerning 
the huge need for parishioners to go 
online at www.donatelifenewengland.
org, learn about organ/tissue/eye 
donation, and register to become a 
donor. Speakers can be made available 
to churches during or after services. 
Brochures will be available, as well as 
testimonial videos on donation.

The Masonic vow you took when you 
became a Freemason, speaks to organ 
donation. It refers to doing for others. 
Charity is what Freemasonry is all about. 
Your Masonic Organ & Tissue Donor 
Awareness Program has been involved 

in spreading this lifesaving message 
for over eight years. The first Most 
Worshipful Grand Master to approve 
the program was MWGM Robert Stika. 
Upon his death a few years ago, his 
corneas were recovered. Thanks to his 
kindness, others had their sight restored 
or vastly improved. By the time you read 
this, your lodge will be sent information 
on how best your lodge can contribute. 
Please become an active participant 
in these efforts. Speak with your 
pastor, priest, or rabbi about making a 
difference in the lives of others.

For further information, please email 
at toursone@comcast.net. 

Remember – “Don’t Take Your Organs 
to Heaven – Heaven Knows We Need 
Them Here”

Faith, Hope, & Organ Transplants

by William L. Breed

On Thursday, June 30, the Brothers of the 
Valley of Norwich gathered at the Preston 
Masonic Center to honor several young 
men and women from Scottish Rite families 
and Masonic related-youth groups with 
scholarships to support their continuing 
education.  Ill. Bro. Theodore Nelson, 
33°, hosted the ceremony and made the 
presentations.

The Supreme Council, Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction awarded Scottish Rite Abbott 
Scholarships, named after Leon M. Abbott, 
Sovereign Grand Commander from 1921 
to 1932, to Allyssa Larkham and Cathryn 
Wilson

Allyssa Larkham will be a senior at 
Eastern Connecticut State University, 
Willimantic, CT. She is majoring in Early 
Childhood Education and Mathematics. 
She will graduate with a certificate in 

elementary education as well as degrees 
in Elementary Education and Mathematics.  
She is currently working 25 to 35 hours a 
week in addition to being a fulltime student. 
Her current GPA is 3.19.  This is her second 
Abbott Scholarship. She is the daughter of 
Brother Scott Larkham, 32° of the Valley of 
Norwich. 

Cathryn Wilson will be a freshman at 
Unity College, Unity ME. She plans to major 
in Wildlife and Fisheries Management 
and Secondary Education. She aspires to 
become an agricultural teacher like the 
ones she experienced in high school. She 
is active in the National Honor Society, 
Future Farmers of America and the Ledyard 
High School swimming team. She is a 
certified lifeguard/water safety instructor 
and is employed at the Submarine Base 
MWR Department pool. She also assists in 
training others in EMT refresher courses. 
Cathryn has also been committed to the CT 

Chip program and has become proficient is 
all aspects of the program. Brother Sadler 
speaks very highly of her dedication and 
attitude. She is the daughter of Brother 
Jonathan Wilson, 32° of the Valley of 

Valley of Norwich Presents 
Scholarships to Local Students

Allyssa Larkham, Cathryn Wilson, Silvana 
Terranova, Alyna Stober
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Widowers Support Group 
 

~ A Group for Men who are Grieving the Loss of a Spouse ~ 
 

Every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the Month 
 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 

This “On-Going” Widowers support group will provide a place for 
men to process their grief experience in a safe and supportive way 
with other grieving men. We will explore some of the common 
gender-specific reactions experienced by men as they transition 
through their grief journey. 
 
Location:   Masonicare Home Health & Hospice 
   104 South Turnpike Road 
   Wallingford, CT 
 
Date/Time:  Every 2nd and 4th Thursday 
   10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
Cost:    No charge. 
 
Availability: Open to the public. 
   
Registration/Information:  
    
 Facilitator: Dennis Farrar, MSW/Hospice Social Worker 
   Masonicare Home Health & Hospice 
   104 South Turnpike Road 
   Wallingford, CT 06492 
 
Pre-registration is recommended.  
For more information or to register, please call 203-679-5395. 
 

www.masonicare.org 
 
    
 

by Perne R. Maynard

How many Brothers today realize the 
sacrifice that Masonic brothers endured 
to provide the Republic our nation 
enjoys today? As we currently observe 
events in today’s political arena, it seems 
our country has misplaced its moral 
compass. Therefore, Brothers, there is 
no time like the present to showcase our 
Masonic values as a beacon of light in 
our communities.    

As your 2016 COCA, Committee on 
Community Action, Chairman, I intend 
to use new Grand Lodge social media 
tools to communicate how we can all 
become passionate in developing new 
community programs to augment what 
we have been doing in our lodges 
for years. The topic for September 
2016 will be your lodge Open House 
policy.   Your GPS response options 
should include: presently providing this 
program; would like more information 
to begin this program; or we are not 
interested in this program at this time. 
Your Lodge Secretary and Master will 
be getting this GPS requests  for you to 
deliberate at your September meeting.    
This discussion should be:  Are you 
having an open House the 3rd Saturday 
in October or at some future date in 
2016? If your Open House has been 
successful, explain what you have done 
so other lodges may benefit from your 
success.   

In future months, there will be GPS 
requestx for all lodges to be reminded 
of other COCA programs with which 
they can become involved. In short, the 
programs under the COCA umbrella 
include: 

• Develop a CERT program for 
your lodge as an emergency shelter for 
major storms 

• CTCHIP, CHild Identification  
Program in your local schools 

• Expand the Tabs for Tots 
program to each lodge

• Masonic Blood Drive at your 
lodge

• Masonic Organ and Tissue 

Awareness program
• Masonic Veterans outreach 

program
• Masonicare Outreach for your 

lodge to visit Brothers at our Masonicare 
facilities 

• Public Relations to coordinate  
with local community sponsored 
programs. 

Note: Fayette Lodge No. 69  began 
our Public Relations program a few 
weeks ago with Brothers helping at the 
Ellington Triathlon to raise money for 

the local Fuel Assistance program for 
seniors. We all had a great time, and it 
was rewarding to take action instead of 
just talking about doing something.   

When you receive your GPS request, 
give your younger members the 
opportunity to become involved and, 
to help coordinate these community 
programs. 

Remember Brothers, public service 
is the reason these new Brothers joined 
Masonry.

2016 Committee on Community 
Action, September GPS
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by Jamie Bernier

The streets, designed in 
18th century, were difficult to 
navigate, sharing the hustle 
and bustle of foot traffic with 
automobiles that gobbled 
up the majority of the limited 
space. The Boston streets of 
The Freedom Trail are what the 
brethren of Sequin Level Lodge 
No. 140 had been anxiously 
waiting to visit. The familiar 
ring of “Brother” was heard 
throughout the day, preceding 
such notable names as Warren, 
Revere, Hancock and Prince 
Hall.   

With wonderful weather, the 
day started with an exclusive 
tour of the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts. Tour guide, 
Brother Aaron Sherman, whose 
passion for his labor was clearly 
evident, lead the group from 
room to room of remarkable 
architecture, art with the warm 
feeling of being welcomed.  

Many are familiar with The 
Green Dragon Tavern where 
St. Andrews Lodge met. The 
group, however, learned of The 
Bunch of Grapes Tavern, on 
King Stree (now State Street)  
which is known as “The First 
Lodge.” St. John’s Lodge enjoys 
the unique privilege of being 
the oldest duly constituted and 

chartered Masonic lodge in the 
Americas. At the conclusion of 
the tour of Grand Lodge,  the 
brethren were handed off to 
the fraternal care of Brother 
Graeme Marsden, who was 
born in England, lived in New 
York and has now made his 
home in Quincy. 

Just steps from the Grand 
Lodge is the Boston Common, a 
five-sided park that once served 
as a training ground for the 
militia, public executions and a 
grazing area for common cattle. 
Across the street is the Granary 
Burying Ground which it is the 
final resting place for many 
Revolutionary War Patriots, 
including three signers of the 
Declaration of Independence – 
Samuel Adams, John Hancock 
and Robert Treat Paine, as well 
as Paul Revere and the five 
victims of the Boston Massacre. 
The grave yard has 2,345 grave-
markers, but historians estimate 
as many as 5,000 people are 
buried there.

The tour progressed to the 
Old State House, the site of The 
Boston Massacre and where, 
on July 18, 1776, after 14 days 
travel from Philadelphia, the 
Declaration of Independence 
was proclaimed from the east 
side balcony to jubilant crowds 

Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140 
Visits the Freedom Trail

Old State House, east side balcony and commemoration 
marker of the Boston MassacreContinued on next page 
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by Brother Col. Thomas Crafts, 
who was also a member of the 
Sons of Liberty. Like many other 
Sons of Liberty, Col.  Crafts 
also took an active interest in 
Masonic affairs. He became a 
member of St. Andrew’s Lodge 
in 1762, and later became a 
member of the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts.

Lunch was enjoyed at The 
Union Oyster House, open 
to diners since 1826, and the 
oldest continuously operating 
restaurant in America. 
Re-energized by the meal, 
the group walked to Boston’s 
North End to see the home of 
Paul Revere, The Old North 
Church and an unexpected 
stop that became a favorite, 
the print shop of Edes & Gill. 
The shop is Boston’s only 
colonial printing experience 
and is operated by Brother Gary 
Gregory whose passion is seen 
through his knowledge and 
period accuracy. He, and tour 
guide Graeme, are reenactors 

who pride themselves on being 
exact, not just simply playing 
the part. 

The tour concluded at Copp’s 
Hill Burying Ground, to view the 
final resting place of Brother 
Prince Hall. A tribute monument 
was erected on June 24, 1835 
next to his grave. The inscription 
reads: “Here lies ye body of 
Prince Hall, first Grand Master 
of the colored Grand Lodge in 
Mass.”

The day conclude with three 
cheers for Graeme and a wealth 
of knowledge and pride for 
those who risked execution, 
fought, died and created a free 
land. One cannot help but think 
of how we as Freemasons  have 
a closer connection  to these 
great men. 

For information on having 
your lodge  take a similar tour, 
please contact Jamie Bernier 
at jamiebernier00@gmail.
com or Graeme Marsden at 
graeme0marsden@gmail.com.

Freedom Trail

Edes & Gill Print Shop, operated by Br. Gary Gregory
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Craft At Refreshment
For more details about any of 

these events,please contact the 
Lodge directly.  In many cases,   
reservations are required,   and 
they may or may not be open to 
the public.

All times are supplied by 
the lodges.  The CT Freemason 
Newspaper is not responsible 
for errors.  When traveling,  
please contact the Secretary 
of the lodge to verify all times 
and events.

For recurring events and 
breakfasts, they may not take 
place during the summer 
months – call to check.

Recurring Events

First Sunday of the Month, 
Frederick-Franklin Lodge No. 14, 
Plainville, 8 a.m., Masters Round 
Table & Field Day Join our 
Master for breakfast and help 
clean up our home 

Every Sunday, St. Peter’s 
Lodge No. 21, New Milford,12 
p.m., Build a Brother  Go over 
and ritual or questions you may 
have on masonry. Prospective 
candidates and new brothers 
welcome.

Every Tuesday, Day Spring 
Lodge No. 30,  Hamden, 7 p.m.,  
BINGO Open to the public,  
all Masons and Eastern Stars. 
Refreshments

First Wednesday of the 
Month, Ansantawae Lodge No. 
89,  Milford, 7 p.m., Mason Night 
@ OAH,  Orange Ale House  517 
Boston Post Rd  Orange  CT 
06477 

Every Friday, St. Peter’s 
Lodge No. 21,  New Milford, 7 
p.m. 3XB in the Chapel Brothers, 
Beverages and BS every Friday 
night at 7p.m.

Second Saturday of the 
Month, Day Spring Lodge No. 
30,  Hamden, 7 p.m., Movie Night 
Films, Snacks and beverages 

will be provided.

Recurring Breakfasts

First Sunday of the Month, 
Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140,  
Newington, 7 a.m., SBA Breakfast 
Fundraiser

Third Sunday of the 
Month, Washington Lodge No. 
19,  Monroe, 8 a.m., Country 
breakfast

First Thursday of the Month, 
8th District Lodges Niantic, 9 
a.m., District Breakfast Groton 
Townhouse, Rt 12, Groton  CT 

Events

Saturday, Sep 3, Housatonic 
Lodge No. 61,  North Canaan, 2 
p.m., BBQ,  BBQ with beef  pork 
and chicken on the menu.  $25 
pp $10 12&under, 5&under Free

Monday, Sep 5,  LABOR DAY 

Thursday, Sep 8, Frederick-
Franklin Lodge No. 14,  Plainville, 
6:30 p.m., WB Ken Jones 
will present a wine tasting. 
Contact brother Dan Levine at 
860-919-9708

Saturday, Sep 10, Columbia 
Lodge No. 25,  South Glastonbury, 
11 a.m., SHORELINE PICNIC For 
members and friends of Good 
Intent Chapter No. 17 OES And 
Columbia Lodge No. 25 AF & AM 

Sunday, Sep 11, Hiram Lodge 
No. 1,  New Haven, 11 a.m., Picnic  
East Rock park at the foot of East 
Rock. Please RSVP. For more 
information contact the Master 
or Wardens. 

Sunday, Sep 11, Compass  
Lodge No. 9,  Wallingford, 8 a.m., 
Compass Lodge Fellowship 
Breakfast Breakfast favorites will 
be served from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Open to all Brothers,  Family, and 
Friends.

Wednesday, Sep 14, Union  
Lodge No. 5,  Stamford, 8 p.m., 
Fellowship Night, The Lodge 
will be open to Brothers and 

Friends alike on all Wednesdays 
where there is no Stated 
Communication.

Thursday, Sep 15, Day 
Spring Lodge No. 30,  Hamden, 
7:30 p.m., Masonic Information 
Night Open House to welcome 
anyone who may be interested in 
Freemasonry.

Saturday, Sep 17, 
Montgomery  Lodge No. 13,  
Lakeville, 4 p.m., Lobster sales, 
live or steamed. Clams  steamed 
or raw. Make your reservations 
today 1-860-435-9722 

Saturday, Sep 17, 
Washington  Lodge No. 70,  
Windsor, 8 a.m.,CTCHIP,  Held at 
the Northwest Park County Fair. 
Contact Brothers Maurice Butler 
or Bob Gresham if you can help 
out. 

Saturday, Sep 17, 
Hospitality Lodge No. 128, 
Wethersfield, 9 a.m., CTCHIP 
Held at Wethersfield Cornfest, 
Wethersfield Green, Broad St.  
All who can help, welcome.

Sunday, Sep  18, Friendship 
Lodge No. 33, Southington, 8 
a.m, Pancake Breakfast

Monday, Sep 19, Compass  
Lodge No. 9,  Wallingford, 7 
p.m.,Ice Cream Social 

Monday, Sep 19, Evening 
Star  Lodge No. 101,  Unionville, 
6 p.m.,Charity Pig Roast Setup 

Sunday, Sep 25, Evening Star  
Lodge No. 101,  Unionville, 11 
a.m., CTCHIP event @ Unionville 
Festival Setup @ Union School

Wednesday, Sep 28, Union  
Lodge No. 5,  Stamford, 7 p.m. 
The Lodge will be open to 
Brothers and Friends alike on all 
Wednesdays where there is no 
Stated Communication.

Wednesday, Sep 28, Ivanhoe  
Lodge No. 107,  Darien, 7:45 p.m., 
Social Hour and get Together 

Friday, Sep 30, Montgomery  

Lodge No. 13,  Lakeville, 6:30 
p.m.,Montgomery Lodge’s Fifth 
Friday Pot Luck Dinner. Everyone 
is welcome, bring your favorite 
salad or dessert. Hamburgers 
and Hotdogs will be provided.  
BYOB Reservations Contact WM 
William Palmer (860) 605-0009 

Saturday, Oct 1, King Hiram  
Lodge No. 12,  Shelton, 6 
p.m.,Table Lodge  Come join us 
for our annual table lodge. This 
will be a tyled table lodge. 

Saturday, Oct 1, Moriah  
Lodge No. 15,  Brooklyn, 5 
p.m.,Table Lodge  Sixth Annual 
Down East Maine Table Lodge!

Saturday, Oct 8, Washington  
Lodge No. 70,  Windsor, 6 p.m., 
Special dinner for the ladies of 
Washington Lodge, Brothers 
and widows of our deceased 
Brothers. 

Monday, Oct 10, Evening 
Star  Lodge No. 101, Unionville, 6 
p.m.,Ladies Night, Military Whist 
Hosted by WB Russ Muller Lodge 
opens at 6 p.m.  Dinner at 6:30 
p.m. Casual dress 

Wednesday, Oct 12, Union  
Lodge No. 5, Stamford, 7 p.m. 
The Lodge will be open to 
Brothers and Friends alike on all 
Wednesdays where there is no 
Stated Communication.

Saturday, Oct 15, All 
participating lodges, Lodge 
Open House

Saturday, Oct 15, Grand 
Lodge Wallingford, 9 a.m., Semi-
Annual Meeting

Saturday, Oct 15, Day Spring  
Lodge No. 30, Hamden, 11 a.m., 
Open House, Come learn about 
your local Freemason lodge. 
Take a tour, have a snack , bring 
a friend 

Saturday, Oct 15, Stamford, 
7 p.m. Hamilton Council No. 22 
R&SM, Meriden, 6 p.m., Robert 
DiPasquale Memorial Dinner 
Steak or Lobster, $25, 203-235-
5596 for reservations
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Craft At Labor
To have your lodge events appear in the 

newspaper,    please update your lodge 
website calendars prior to the 10th of 
the previous month. If your lodge needs 
assistance accessing the website please 
have the Master or Secretary contact 
Grand Lodge. 

All times are supplied by the lodges.  
The CT Freemason Newspaper is No.  
responsible for errors.  When traveling,    
please contact the Secretary of the lodge 
to verify all times and events and to inquire 
about dinner reservations.

Entered Apprentice Degrees

Thursday, Sep 1, Union Lodge 31,   
Niantic, 6:30 p.m., Entered Apprentice 
Degree, Dinner

Thursday, Sep 1, Sequin-Level Lodge 
140, Newington, 6:15 p.m., Entered 
Apprentice Degree, Dinner

Wednesday, Sep 14, Hospitality 
Lodge Lodge No.  No 128, Wethersfield, 

7:30 p.m., Entered Apprentice Degree 
Degree held at Valley Lodge No. 36 in 
Simsbury

Tuesday, Sep 20, Coastal Lodge 
57,   Stonington, 6:30 p.m., Entered 
Apprentice Degree, Dinner

Monday, Sep 26, Washington 
Lodge 70,   Windsor, 6:30 p.m., Entered 
Apprentice Degree, Dinner

Monday, Sep 26, Evening Star Lodge 
101,  Unionville, 7:30 p.m., Entered 
Apprentice Degree

Fellowcraft Degrees

Wednesday, Sep 14, Moriah Lodge 
15,  Brooklyn, 6:30 p.m., Fellowcraft 
Degree, Dinner

Wednesday, Sep 21, Cosmopolitan 
Lodge 125,  New Haven, 7:30 p.m., 
Fellowcraft Degree

Tuesday, Oct 4, King Hiram Lodge 

12,  Shelton, 6:30 p.m., Fellowcraft 
Degree, Dinner

Thursday, Oct 6, Fidelity-St. John’s 
Lodge 3,  Fairfield, 6:30 p.m., Fellowcraft 
Degree, Dinner

Tuesday, Oct 11, Frederick-Franklin 
Lodge 14,  Plainville, 6:30 p.m., 
Fellowcraft Degree, Dinner

Master Mason Degrees

Saturday, Sep 10, Moosup Lodge 
113,  Moosup, 5 p.m., Master Mason 
Degree, Dinner

Monday, Sep 19, St. John’s Lodge 2, 
Middletown, 7:30 p.m., Master Mason 
Degree, Dinner

Wednesday, Sep 21, King Solomon’s 
Lodge 7,   Woodbury, 6:30 p.m., Master 
Mason Degree, Dinner

Norwich.
The Valley of Norwich awarded 

scholarships funded by the Valley to Sarah 
Childs, Alyna Stober, and Silvana Terranova. 

Sarah Childs will be a sophomore at 
Idaho State University, Pocatello, ID.  She 
is majoring in Biology with a concentration 
in Biomedical Science. She plans to attend 
medical school, with a focus on pediatrics 
or women’s health with goal of becoming 
a Navy doctor. She has minimized her 
extracurricular activities as a freshman but 
intends to become involved in the pre-med 
clubs. Her GPA of 3.91 reflects her dedication 
to scholastics.  One of her recommenders 
indicates she chooses challenging topics 
for her research papers. Many students 
shy away from challenging topics, opting 
for the path of least resistance. Clearly, Ms 
Childs is not one of those students, Sound 
familiar?  This is her second award. She is 
the daughter of Brother Michael Childs and 
the grand daughter of Brother Edward I. 
Childs 32° MSA, of the Valley of Norwich.

Alyna Stober will be a sophomore at 
the University of Maine, Orono, ME.  She 

is majoring in Wildlife Ecology. She aspires 
to be a wildlife biologist and is uncertain 
about getting a master’s degree or going 
directly into the workforce. She is active 
in campus affairs, is Vice president of a 
club named Challenge UMaine.  The club 
sponsors a “Day of Hope” to provide food, 
clothes, haircuts and books to those who 
are in need.   This is her second award.  She 
is the daughter of Brother Cody Stober, 
32° and the grand daughter of Brother Jeff 
Stober 32°, MSA. Both are from the Valley 
of Norwich.  

Silvana Terranova will be a freshman at 
Florida Gulf Coast University, Fort Myers, 
FL. She plans to major in Forensic Studies 
leading to a career as a medico-legal death 
investigator.  She was very active during 
her high school years: inducted into Honor 
Society as a Junior, played varsity soccer 
four years, captain of the team both Junior 
and senior years, softball for 4 years, dance 
team, captain senior year, class secretary 4 
years, and class council member 4 years. 
She also belonged to the Chariho Youth 
Soccer Association.  Her GPA was 3.65. She 

is the grand daughter of Brother George M. 
Shaw, 32°, of the Valley of Norwich.  

Upon completion of the awards, the 
Brothers and their guests retired to the 
dining room for light refreshments and 
cake and ice cream.  

Sarah Childs

Scholarships Continued from page 28
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Boosters

Mario L. Accornero
Gary W. Arseneau
Richard L. Beebe
Donald Berry
David Blackall
Allen Bulmer
Richard C. Burke
Lowell H. Cantor
James V. Cesario
Miles E. Cochran, Jr.
Ray N. Cooley, Jr.
George W. Coulston
James W. Currier
Harold S.Curtis, Jr.
William G. Demetriades
John P. Dilks
James Dobie
Samual M. Dunlop

Earl Evans
Martin Evensen
William Field
William H. Flagg
Irving W. Geno
Frank J. Godwin, Jr.
Sandie Greene
Bill Greene
Ernest A. Greenwood, Jr.
Walter Grube
Kenneth W. Hartwick
Sonny Hendel
Donald W. Hick, Jr.
Herbert W. Hope, Jr.
Ralph H. Hunt
John C. Ingram, Jr.
Melvin Katzman
Kenneth H. Kirschner

Roger Knickerbocker
George K. Kollitides, II
Frank Lesco
Keith MacDowall
Manchester Lodge
Paul R. Marte
Edna McCraw
Richard C. Memmott, Sr.
Andrew H. Moniuk
Fred W. Nanamaker, Jr.
Sandra E. Osten
James L. Perkins
Jon H. Quint
Albert W. Redway, II
Robert A. Reggiani
Charles B. Ricker
Charles A. Rogers
Martin Rudnick

Fridolf J. Rusgaitis, JT Rev.
Virginia Scheller
Rebecca & William Schoeck
Leon F. Smith
John Spencer
Rodney A. Spooner
James Frederick Standish
Charlie Stark
Dale E. Sweet
Robert C. Thayer
Gerald F. Usher
John M. Van Kirk
William Welsh, Jr.
Gordon Willoughby, Jr.
Edgar J. Wood

After reviewing all of the receipts for Boosters, the following list are the Boosters who are current (i.e., within the 11 issue 
window).    If your name does not appear and you feel that you should be on the list, please contact us.  But for now, these are 
the Boosters we show as valid.

Harmon L. Andrews
Anonymous 
Ray Barker
Douglas T. Barrett
Paul F. Blake
John Blennerhassett
Gustaf R.Bodin
William A. Brinley, Jr.
Newton Buckner III
Robert B. Burden
Lowell Cantor
J. Arthur Carbonaro
David G. Cheney
George R. Churchill
Ron Christensen
I. William Clark
Miles E. Corcoran, Jr.
Compass Lodge
Lester A. Culver, Jr.
Wilfred G. Douglas
Lawrence S. Elsner
Clyde Eidson

Ralph K. Evans
David Ferguson
Fidelity-St Johns #3
Leonard W. Finegold
Mr. & Mrs. Aubrey V. Fisher
Michael G. Fitting
George Frascarelli
Frederick Franklin Lodge #14
Robert J. Furce
Paul Garavel
Rudolph A. Gaydos
David Gessert
Donald H. Hasbrouck
David P. Hocking
Ralph H. Hunt
Benjaman J. Issacson
Kenneth H. Johnson
Albert Kandarian
Cliff Kearney
Anthony F. Keegan
Alan N. Knofla
George M. Leaman

William E. Lehr
Frank H. Lesco
Charles Lizotte
Alvin J. MacBrien
Paul E. MacDonald
Robert C. Maclellan
Donald Maehlenbrock
Jesse L. Maghan
Geronimo S. Mamaclay
Richard T. Mattson
William R. McDonald
Arthur J. McKinney
George D. Moore
Raymond Moore
Raymond Mussen
John A. Novak
Lee Page
Lewis W. Pennell
Robert F. Polito, Jr.
Carleton L. Quint
Alvin B. Reiner
Bradford H. Ross

George P. Rutherford Jr.
Richard L. Sawyers
Frederick W. Schmatlz
Robert R. Shaw
Wayland N. Sheldon, Jr.
John H. Spencer
John B. Sterry
John A. Sturges. Jr.
William E. Sunblade
Gerald Thompson
Arthur F. Thorsen
Arthur R. Tinsz
Samuel B. Walker
Robert G. Waller
Richard R. Washburn
Thomas H. Wells
Scott H. Werner
Fred Wintsch
Charles W. Yohe
Gorge Zack

AnsanawaeLodge No. 89
Ruth & Richard Bell
Brainard Lodge No. 102
Elizabeth Brown
Children’s Dyslexia Centers, Inc.
Coastal Lodge No. 57
Columbia Lodge #25
Composite Lodge No. 28
Corinthian Lodge No. 63
CT Chapter of DeMolay

Evening Star Lodge #101 A.F. & A.M.
Friendship Lodge No. 33
William F. Hart
Ionic Lodge No. 110
Jerusalem Lodge No. 49 A. F. & A. M.
King Solomon’s Lodge No.7
LaFayette Consistory, A.A.S.R.
The Masonic Club of New London, Inc.
National Camping Travelers
Edward & Joanne Schilke

Sequin Level Lodge #140
Somerset-St. James Lodge No. 34
Sphinx Shriners, Newington  
St. Peters Lodge No. 21
Temple Lodge No. 16
Union Lodge No. 5
Valley of Hartford, AASR
Valley Lodge No. 36
Valley of New Haven, AASR
Warren Lodge #51 AF & AM

Masonic Family Boosters

Grand Boosters     Thank you for contributing more than $25

Boosters Thank you for contributing $25
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COMMITTEE  
ON  

MASONIC EDUCATION 

Masonic Speakers Bureau 
Are you interested in being a 
speaker at one of our seminars, or 
travelling to a lodge to provide a 
Masonic Education talk?  
 
We are looking for Brothers who 
are passionate about Masonic 
Education. Please contact Brother 
Andrew Warren if you are interest-
ed in being a part of our speakers’ 
bureau.  
 
Br. Andrew Warren 
Committee on Masonic Education 
arbiter@cox.net / 860-806-0418 

Agenda 
 Lodge Finances 101 

 Record Keeping 

 Investment Strategies 

 Tax Filings 

 ... 

Hartog Center at Ashlar Village 

Financial $eminar: 9/17/2016 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Open to All Masons 

Lodge Treasurers and Trustees 

Event Details 
Masonicare at Ashlar Village: Hartog Center 

69 Masonic Ave. 
Wallingford, CT 

Registration: 8:30 AM / Program Start: 9:00 AM 

Coffee and Pastries Provided 

Enriching Masonry Through Education  



Masonicare is Connecticut’s most respected provider of 
senior  services. From healthcare to home care to senior 
living, our ten affiliates comprise a continuum of care that is 
unparalleled in the state. Our 2,500 employees strive every 
day to deliver the highest standards of care providing for 
the physical, social and spiritual needs of older adults. To 
connect with any of Masonicare’s services, or to get expert 
answers to your questions, simply call the Masonicare 
HelpLine at 888-679-9997 or email us at info@masonicare.
org. Masonicare is not-for-profit and open to all.

10 ways to age gracefully.1masonicare

The Masonic Charity
Foundation of Connecticut
The Philanthropic Affiliate of Masonicare

Funding for healthcare initiatives, social outreach and spiritual 
care programs for our patients and residents.

Board-certified internists and geriatricians focused not only on 
treatment, but on wellness, care management and prevention. 
Includes Masonicare’s Center for Optimal Aging.

A Life Plan/Continuing Care Retirement Community offering a 
wide range of living options including independent and assisted 
living for people 55 and older.

  
Visiting nurses and therapists with the latest technology and 
compassionate hospice care available in residential settings 
state wide.

Expert psychiatric care and advice to help adults over 65 pre-
vent, delay and manage mental illness.

Our newest community offering independent 
living, assisted living and memory care rental 
apartments on 18 acres next to a beautiful 
nature preserve.

 Jointly owned by Masonicare and St. Francis Hospital and 
Medical Center. Visiting nurses and therapists with the latest 
technology, and compassionate hospice care, available to 
patients in Hartford and Tolland Counties.

Long-term care, expert short-term and outpatient rehabilitation 
and a vibrant assisted living community—all in a country setting.

 
A full range of senior-focused inpatient and outpatient healthcare 
services, including our acute medical hospital unit, short-term 
rehabilitation and inpatient hospice.

Non-medical, private duty and at-home assistance from our 
homemakers, personal care assistants,live-in companions, and 
Lifeline emergency response systems.


