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On Saturday, September 6, Old Well-St. 
John's Lodge No. 6, Norwalk, celebrated both 
the merger of their lodges and the renovations 
recently completed. Worshipful Master 
Jimmy Peters invited Grand Master Simon R. 
LaPlace and his Grand Lodge officers to the 
lodge to rededicate it in 
due Masonic form with 
the emblematic corn, 
wine, and oil.

Lodge Marshal 
Jim Hutchinson 
oversaw the five 
month renovation that 
included new wiring, 
painting, and floor 
coverings. The outside 
of the lodge was also 
spruced up with new 
plantings and signage. 
As problems arose 
along the way, like 
cracks in the floor 
under the old carpet, 
or unsafe wiring, 
Brother Jim was on the 
spot to make decisions, 
pull favors from his 
local connections, and 
generally keep everything on 
course for the September gathering.

Old Well-St. John's had consolidated 
nearly one year earlier when confirmed 
by the Grand Lodge at the October 2013 
session. St. John's Lodge's former home 
was being put on the market by the church 
who owned the building, and it didn't make 
much sense to have two lodges in the town 
of Norwalk anymore.

The dramatic redesign of the lodge 
room was complimented by the work 
done in the foyer. An old phone area 
was turned into a showcase for some of 
the relics belonging to the lodge. (See 
Connecticut Freemasons, May 2009, page 

15, "Brothers of 
the Mystic Tie 
Despite War.") 
Doors and 
paneling were 
replaced, as was 
the staircase 
railing, and 
crown molding 
added, with 
new recessed 
lights, chair rail, 
and sheetrock 
to cover 1950's 
style decorating. 
Plumbing and pipe 
issues, mold, wet 
insulation, and 
rotten studs were 
also problems in 
both the lodge 
room and foyer. 

Painting and new 
carpet followed to give 

the foyer the proper entre´e for the 
new lodge room.
Brother Jim also oversaw the gala 

celebration, with live music, hors d'oevres 
and liquid refreshment. the crowd gathered 
right after  a startling rain and windstorm 
that had fire trucks busy in the town. when 
the storm passed everyone arrived, including 
Norwalk Mayor Harry Rilling, and State 

Senator Bob Duff. Each 
had a proclamation 
for Old Well-St. John's 
Lodge No. 6, Senator 
Duff read the State 
Legislation Citation 
sponsored by him and 
several representatives 
recognizing the 
rededication of the 
lodge as the oldest 
fraternal organization 
in Norwalk. Mayor 
Rilling applauded the 
lodge's community 
contributions and the 
presence of Masonicare 
Homecare and Hospice 
in Norwalk. Brother 
Hutchinson said, "We've 

donated to the emergency shelter, soup 
kitchen, Bob Duff's Knapsack Program, to 
the returning vets in West Haven, and the 
Senior Center."

Bro. Jim Hutchinson was also named the 
2014 Master Mason of the Year for Old Well-
St. Johns Lodge No. 6. The Master Mason 
of the Year award was given by WM Jimmy 
Peters to Bro. Jim for displaying the most 
enthusiasm, the most commitment, and the 
tenets of Freemasonry both in lodge and out 
of lodge.

The September 6 celebration began a 
year leading to the 250th anniversary of the 
chartering of the lodge from the provincial 
Grand Lodge of New York in 1765. Old 
Well-St. John's Lodge No. 6 now has a 
lodge building they can be proud of to carry 
Freemasonry forward in Norwalk.
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After the program, everyone enjoyed refreshments and admired the new look of the 
lodge.

The Grand Lodge officers surround the symbolic lodge as the 
Grand Master pours the emblematic corn, wine, and oil.

Congratulations to Bro. 
Jim Hutchinson on being 
named Master Mason of 
the Year.
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DATE	 EVENT	 ATTIRE	 PUBLIC	 DINNER	

Thursday,	October	2,	5:00	p.m.	 Sequin-Level	Lodge	No.	140,	Newington	 F	 Y	 N
	 Table	Lodge

Friday,	October	3,	6:34	p.m.	 Yom	Kippur

Saturday,	October	4,	6:00	p.m.	 Unity	Lodge	No.	6,	New	Britain	 F	 Y	 N
	 Carl	Ek	Table	Lodge

Sunday,	October	5-7	 Grand	Lodge	of	Delaware	 F	 Y	 N
	 Rehoboth	Beach,	Delaware

Thursday,	October	9,	5:00	p.m.	 Grand	Lodge	officers	meeting,	Wallingford	 C	 N	 Y

Saturday,	October	11,	9:00	p.m.		 Prince	Hall	Annual	Communication,	Rocky	Hill	 F	 N	 N

Monday,	October	13	 Columbus	Day

Wednesday,	October	15,	6:30	p.m.	 Estuary	Lodge	No.	43,	Old	Saybrook,	awards	night	 F	 Y	 Y

Thursday,	October	16-18	 Grand	Lodge	of	Ohio	 F	 Y	 N
	 Sharonville,	Ohio

Saturday,	October	18	 Open	House	Day	for	Connecticut	Lodges

Sunday,	October	19,	4:00	p.m.	 25th	anniversary	recognition	banquet	 F	 Y	 Y
	 Hartog	Center,	Wallingford

Thursday,	October	23,	5:00	p.m.	 Grand	Lodge	officers	meeting,	Wallingford	 C	 N	 Y

Saturday,	October	25,	8:00	a.m.	 Grand	Lodge	of	Connecticut	Semi-annual	Communication	 S	 N	 N
	 Lyman	Hall	High	School,	Wallingford

Tuesday,	October	27,	6:30	p.m.	 First	District	Blue	Lodge	Council,	Fairfield	 S	 Y	 Y

Friday,	October	31-November	3	 Grand	Lodge	of	Kansas	 F	 N	 N
	 Topeka,	Kansas

GRAND MASTER’S
TRESTLE BOARD

Simon R. LaPlace - October 2014
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Grand Chaplain’s Pulpit Rev. and RW Bro. Bruce R. Bellmore, Grand Chaplain

Brother and Sir Knight Will 
Mackey, the Right Eminent 
Grand Commander of Knights 
Templar of Connecticut recently 
gave a talk in New Haven 
regarding William Preston, 
one of the luminaries of 
Freemasonry in England in the 
1700s. On May 21, 1772, just 
55 years after the founding of 
Modern Freemasonry at the 
Goose and Gridiron Tavern in 
London, Preston presented his 
degree system before the officers 
of the Grand Lodge (Moderns) 
of England.

He began his presentation by 
posing this rhetorical question: 
“If the privileges of Masonry 
are so valuable, as to entitle 
their possessors to respect 
and esteem, by promoting 
virtue and rewarding merit; 
why are not their good effects 
more conspicuous, and why 
are they not publicly exposed 
for the general advantage of 
mankind?” He answered, “If 
our privileges were common 
and indiscriminately bestowed, 
the design of the institution 
would not only be subverted, 
but being familiar, like some 
other important matters, it 
would lose its value, and sink 
into disregard.” Preston then 
drives home his point by saying: 
“Many have been deluded by 
the vague supposition that 
the mysteries of Masonry 
were merely nominal, that the 
practices established among us 
were slight and superficial, and 
that our ceremonies were of such 
trifling import, as to be adopted 
or waved at pleasure.” 

Even as early as 1772, 
William Preston could see that 
the ceremonies and principles 
inculcated in Freemasonry 
were being overlooked and 
considered as unimportant to 
many of the craft. It was through 

his oration, dedication, and 
influence that our degree system 
developed, that lodges moved 
from taverns to lodge buildings, 
and Freemasonry was elevated to 
a society of brothers dedicated 
to the ideals of brotherly love, 
relief, and truth.

I sometimes wonder if we 
are not headed down the same 
path that Preston warned his 
brothers to avoid. The thing 
that differentiates Freemasonry 
from other organizations is our 
ritual, ceremonies, principles, 
and ideals. When brothers ask 
me what we can do to attract and 
keep new members, I tell them 
that we must first seek to make 
Masons and not members. Young 
men knocking on our doors 
want to find the Freemasonry 

they found on the 
Internet – authentic, 
m e a n i n g f u l , 
and dedicated to 
excellence. They are 
looking for friendship, 
camaraderie, and above 
all substance. If they 
find a lack of authenticity or 
carelessness in our lessons and 
ritual, they will not come back.

In our jurisdiction, we are 
starting to see some areas of 
growth and interest in the craft. 
Let us then seize this opportunity 
by dedicating ourselves to be the 
very best we can be, presenting 
excellent ritual, interesting 
programs, and true brotherly 
love and friendship. Let us 
raise the bar and see how much 
more we enjoy our fellowship 

when we pursue 
F r e e m a s o n r y 
with zeal. 

In the second 
chapter of Jeremiah 

it is written, “I 
remember the 

devotion of your youth, 
your love as a bride, how you 
followed me in the wilderness, 
in a land not sown. Israel was 
holy to the Lord, the first fruits 
of His harvest.” My brothers, if 
we dedicate and devote ourselves 
to excellence and to our stated 
purpose of “making good men 
better,” trusting in God and 
walking in His ways, I believe the 
Grand Architect of the Universe 
will approve, bless, and prosper 
our fraternity. So mote it be! 

God bless! 

“Thus says the Lord, I remember 
the devotion of your youth”

by Bob Sherrick
On September 5, 

Ansantawae Lodge No. 89, 
Milford, honored three of 
their own at their awards 
night ceremony. Brother P. 
Roy Hucke was raised on 
March 18, 1954 in Lynbrook-
Massapequa Lodge No. 822, 
Rockville Center, New York. 
He is also a member of Ashlar 
Lodge No. 332, Wallingford. 
Brother Earle O. Hanson was 
raised January 4, 1954 in 
Sutherland Falls Lodge No. 
108, Proctor, Vermont  which 
consolidated with Center 
Lodge No. 34, Rutland, 
Vermont. Brother Leslie L. 
Baston was raised April 9. 
1954 in Ansantawae Lodge 
No. 89.

The brothers received their 

From left, Brothers P. Roy Hucke, Earle Hanson, and Leslie Baston 
receive their 60 year pins from WB John Hanson, Master of Ansantawae 
Lodge No. 89.

Masons Honored for  
60 Years of Service

60 year pins from Ansantawae 
Lodge’s Worshipful Master 

John W. Hanson, son of Brother 
Earle.
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by Michael L. Castroll
Howard W. Orr was born in the hamlet 

of Suffield. He went to local schools, and 
graduated from Suffield High School in 1964. 
He went on to Drury College in Springfield, 
Missouri, where he majored in economics 
and business administration. Howard 
then moved eastward, closer to home, to 
Western New England College in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, where he earned his Master’s 
Degree in business administration.

Howard became a financial analyst at 
Hamilton Standard, and since 1970 has been  
president of KTI, Inc., East Windsor. 

As father of five and grandfather of seven, 
his family is important to him. Earlier this 
year he celebrated his marriage with wife, 
Ann, at Ottley’s Plantation Inn, St. Kitts..

He is proud to have been an Eagle Scout, 
and the Boy Scouts of America awarded 
Howie with their “God and Country Award” 
and. Howard was also rewarded the Paul 
Harris Award of Rotary International.

Howie is more than a member of anything, 
he is a doer. His affiliation with the First 
Congregational Church of Suffield speaks of 
this. He’s served as a trustee, deacon, church 
moderator, and steward. Howard is an active 
member of a number of church committees.

He has long served the Town of Suffield, 
and has been chairman of Suffield’s Economic 
Development Commission for over twenty 
years. Howie is a member of the Republican 
Town Committee of the Town of Suffield, 
and sits on the Board of Directors of “Friends 
of the Farm,” an historic Suffield landmark 
since its beginning eleven years ago.

Howard is most noted as the chairman of 
the Masonicare Board of Directors since 2003. 
The Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, 
and Grand Senior Warden were also added 
to the Executive Committee of Masonicare, 
giving greater fraternal input to decisions that 
impact Masonicare for years to come. Brother 
Orr had the foresight to expand Masonicare’s 
Board of Directors, allowing representation 
from the Order of the Eastern Star and the 
Order of the Amaranth. He is a past director 
and past president of Suffield VNA.

Howard is chairman of the board of 
directors of both Mt. Sinai Rehab Hospital 
and Keystone Indemnity Insurance Co., also 
on the executive committee of the St. Francis 
Hospital Foundation, Connecticut Health 
Care Partners, vice-president of West Suffield 
Cemetery Association, and vice-president of 
the Connecticut DeMolay Foundation. 

Brother Stephen B. McPherson, president 
and CEO of Masonicare, and MW Kenneth 
B. Hawkins, Sr. have expressed the highest 

regard for Worshipful Brother Orr; for his 
background, Masonic knowledge, and his 
ability to lead Masonicare down the right 
path. MW Ken said, “Brother Howie is one of 
the most influential people in Connecticut’s 
healthcare field. By service in his community 
and beyond, Howie has assured that there is 
a better quality of life for literally thousands 
of people, who have unknowingly benefitted 
by his philanthropic nature.”

Brother McPherson said, “Howie’s 
leadership continues to move Masonicare 
forward. His contributions include directing 
an update to Masonicare’s Strategic Plan, 
encouraging a partnership with St. Francis 
Hospital, resulting in Connecticut Home 
Health & Hospital Partners, travelling with 
our Most Worshipful Grand Masters to keep 
our retired Connecticut Masons in Florida 
aware and adopting a set of expectations for 
serving with the Masonicare Board. 

Brother Howard W. Orr was raised to the 
Sublime Degree of a Master Mason in March, 
1976 in Apollo Lodge No. 59, Suffield, now 
Composite Lodge No. 28. WB Orr served as 
Worshipful Master of Apollo Lodge in 1981. 
He also is a member of the York Rite, where he 
served as High Priest of Washington Chapter 
No. 30, RAM, the Sphinx Shrine, and the 
Scottish Rite, where he received the honorary 
33°. His father and uncles were Masons and 
two of his aunts were members of The Order 
of the Eastern Star. The Orr family has a long 
association with Masonry and the Suffield 
community

According to WB Dean Gousse, “W.B. 
Howard Orr has been everything anybody 
could ever expect a brother Mason to be and 
more…” He extolled WB Orr as a leader by 
example. WB Gousse continued, “It is rare 
not to see him. He is one of the few people 
whose absence is noticed.”

Howard is as prompt as he is dedicated. 
He is most dedicated to his craft and his 
profession. He is not shy about discussing his 
roles in the ever changing shape and future 
of healthcare, as well as the scrutiny of the 
federal government with its ever imposing 
regulations on the healthcare industry.

Howie exudes pride when speaking 

about the continuing growth of Masonicare. 
He knows about the paper work that takes 
so much time away from caring for our 
residents. The need for providing more 
reports has created the need to invest 
ten to twelve million dollars to update 
technology. These measures are based on the 
accountability factor that is required. He is 
most proud of the groundbreaking in Mystic 
for Masonicare at Mystic, and he looks 
forward to the consummation of plans in 
Oxford and Mansfield. The partnerships we 
have entered into with St. Francis Hospital, 
and others have in good measure accounted 
for the continuing growth of Masonicare.

 How does he find time to attend his 
lodge? He said, “I try and find the time. 
Sometimes, multiple meetings in different 
places make it difficult, but I get there as 
often as I can.” 

At the April Grand Lodge banquet, 
Brother Howie was most humbled to receive 
the Pierpont Edwards Award in Bronze for 
Distinguished Masonic Service from the 
Grand Lodge of Connecticut. His wife Ann 
was at his side sharing in the wonderful 
moment.

Brother Howard Orr Receives Pierpont Edwards Medal

MW Simon R. LaPlace presented the Pierpont 
Edwards Medal in Bronze to a surprised WB 
Hoawrd W. Orr as his wife Ann looks on.

SecretarieS Seminar
Saturday, november 8

Hartog center, masonicare at ashlar village • Wallingford
In January 2015, the Grand Secretary will host a roundtable  

for secretaries who missed the November seminar.  
This will especially benefit newly elected secretaries.
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Thirty five years ago when 
I first joined the fraternity, I 
visited a lodge just a block from 
the famed Goodspeed Opera 
House, Columbia Lodge No. 
26, East Haddam. The history 
of the lodge goes back to 1793. 
Ten members of the lodge at 
Colchester (Wooster Lodge No. 
10) and one from the lodge at 
Middletown (St. John's Lodge 
No. 2) petitioned the Grand 
Lodge for a regular lodge. 
Jonathan Mosley was the first 
Master and Daniel Chapman 
Jr., Senior Warden, and Samuel 
P. Lord, Junior Warden,) were 
granted a charter on October 17, 
1793 by the Grand Lodge then 
meeting in New Haven.

Two days before Christmas 
in 1793, Grand Master William 
Judd issued a warrant authorizing 
either Asher Miller, then Grand 
Junior Warden, and Eliphalet 
Bulkeley, Master of Wooster 
Lodge No. 10, to constitute 
Columbia Lodge No. 26 and 
install officers. WB Bulkeley did 
so at the Oliver Attwood house 
in East Haddam Landing. Of 

the petitioners, four had served 
in the Revolutionary War, four 
were merchants, one a tanner, 
one a lawyer, one a seafaring 
man and the rest were farmers. 
Epaphroditus Champion and 
Jonathan Mosley had both 
served in Congress. Another 
petitioner, William Higgins of 
Old Lyme had a distinguished 
military record as a midshipman 
on the “Oliver Cromwell” and 
had marched to Boston on the 
sound of the Lexington Alarm 
and served as quartermaster of 
Colonel Wyllys' 3rd Connecticut 
regiment.

Higgins had been raised in 
American Union Lodge and was 
a charter member of Wooster 
Lodge. Four years later some 
of the members of Columbia 
Lodge No. 26 petitioned for 
a charter for Trinity Lodge 
No. 43 of Killingworth and 
in 1811, Warren Lodge No. 
51 was chartered with some 
of the members of Columbia 
Lodge No. 26. At the centennial 
observance of the lodge, the 
celebration was held at the famed 

“Goodspeed Opera House”. 
In 1995 the lodge merged 
with Granite Lodge No. 
119, Haddam, and the 
number 26 went into 
the annals of history. 

FFF

The grand Masonic 
temple opened in 
Hartford in 1896, and 
the Grand Lodge rented 
office space there until 
1970 when it moved to 
the Masonicare Wallingford 
campus. When the increasing 
number events at what is now 
the XL Center (Hartford Civic 
Center) in the 1960s, the 
parking problems got worse and 
the sale of the building became 
attractive. The Ann Street facade 
still has some signs of Masonic 
iconography. The buildings 
in New Haven, Meriden, and 
Manchester are still majestic 
Masonic facilities, all built in 
the 1920's. Masonic buildings 
in Philadelphia, New York, and 
Boston and nearby magnificent 
edifices where floor upon floor 
of Masonic history is stored in 

vaults and hidden 
between the 

walls.
FFF

T h i s 
month marks 
the 25th time 
the Grand 
Lodge of 
Connect i cut 
met in session 

in the fall 
for what has 

become a semi-
annual meeting. The first in 
1989 had a historic moment 
when the recognition of Prince 
Hall Freemasonry was passed 
at Sheehan High School in 
Wallingford. The work of many 
Masons was wrapped up in a 
lengthy standing ovation on that 
historic day. 

The phone call to Cromwell 
where our brothers from Prince 
Hall passed the same legislation 
was met with another standing 
ovation. We can be proud of our 
history here in Connecticut and 
that together we have the finest 
fraternity in the world.

Grand Historian’s Corner RW Bro. Gary A. Littlefield, Grand Historian

by Roy Nealon
Each year Washington Lodge No. 19, Monroe, donates 

a complete computer package to a  Masuk High School 
student who demonstrates academic excellent and good 
character. This  year Ms. Nadra Al-Hamwy was selected to 
receive the complete computer system that will help her 
when she matriculates to Fairfield University. Ms. Al-Hamwy 
will study international relations and pursue a career in 
government. At Masuk High School, she volunteers for 
multiple organizations, and is well liked by her peers.

Junior Warden Anthony Agosto, owner of E47Tech of 
Shelton, contacts the college the student will be attending 
and sets them up with all the software and equipment they 
might need. The presentation was made at Washington 
Lodge regularly stated communication on Monday, July 14.

Nadra Al-Hamwy, center, holds her new computer presented to her by Washington 
Lodge No. 19. The high school senior was accompanied by her father, holding printer, 
and her younger sister.

Senior Receives Computer Package

maSterS & WardenS Seminar
Saturday, november 1

manchester masonic temple
25 east main Street • manchester
Registration will begin at 8:00am.
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By Adam Raider
Masonicare earned its reputation as a 

leading provider of healthcare and retirement 
living options for seniors by providing 
outstanding service. But in creating a welcoming 
community at Ashlar Village in Wallingford, a 
dedicated staff is aided by residents who look 
out for one another, volunteer their time and 
talents, and are charitable towards those less 
fortunate.

Lydia Scott might call that being a good 
neighbor. We call it part of the Masonicare 
Experience.

Now in her fourth year as a Villager, Lydia 
stays active with yoga classes, singing in her 
church choir, and volunteering at a local 
elementary school helping students. 

A retired teacher who earned her teaching 
degree from Harvard, she laughs as she 
remembers how she and her classmates would 
descend upon the library of that prestigious 
institution of higher learning carrying children’s 
books, and the perplexed expressions on the 
faces of people who didn’t realize the books 
were required reading.

Lydia came to the profession later than 
most. She was in her 40’s when she got her 
first teaching job. Prior to that, she focused on 
raising two sons and a daughter with her late 
husband of 52 years, Dick, a journalist who 
worked at the New Haven Register.

“The history of the Masonic Home and 
Hospital, which is now Masonicare Health 

Center, was one of the 
things I exposed the kids 
to when I taught third 
grade,” she recalls. “We’d 
take a bus tour there and 
all over Wallingford to see 
the buildings and places 
that were important. I 
loved it, although maybe 
the kids were sometimes 
rolling their eyes. When I 
taught special education, 
I was itinerant – I traveled 
around from school to 
school. I had some rough 
kids over the years. Some 
of them were always in 
the police blotter, but 
they were very good with 
me. They’d always say hi 
to me in the hallway and showed me respect.”

Lydia and Dick sold their Wallingford home 
many years ago and moved to a condominium 
in town. Not long after Dick passed away in 
2009, Lydia decided to relocate to Ashlar 
Village. 

She was well aware of the organization’s 
Masonic roots. Her father had been chaplain 
of his lodge in Lime Rock, Rhode Island, and 
she belonged to the International Order of the 
Rainbow for Girls. But she chose Ashlar Village 
over other retirement communities in the area 
because of its excellent reputation and because 

she already had many friends who lived there 
or elsewhere on the Masonicare campus.

“I never looked anyplace else,” she says. 
“It didn’t interest me. I used to get calls from a 
friend who lived at Ashlar Village almost every 
week after Dick passed away. She’d say, ‘Lydia, 
you’ve got to get over here. You’ll love it.’ And 
she was right. I tell everyone how wonderful it 
is here.”

Lydia regularly visits friends at the 
independent living apartments on campus as 
well as those who have transitioned to long-
term care at Masonicare Health Center. There, 
she gets to see firsthand how all of residents’ 
needs are met, regardless of their financial 
situations.

The Masonic Charity Foundation of 
Connecticut, Masonicare’s philanthropic 
affiliate, is pleased to count Lydia among its 
donors. Through their gifts, The Foundation 
is able to provide for the greatest needs of the 
residents and patients of Masonicare when no 
other funding source is available.

“I believe in helping those who really need 
help,” she says. “That’s always been my way. I 
give what I can because I know that our gifts 
to The Foundation are helping those residents 
who are on Medicaid.”

Your gift to The Masonic Charity 
Foundation of Connecticut will bring comfort 
to a Masonicare resident or patient in need. To 
find out how you can support The Foundation 
or to make a gift, please call 203-679-5555 or 
800-562-3952. You can also donate online at 
masonicare.org/mcf.

It Takes
A Villager

Residents and staff from The Hearth 
at Pond Ridge on the Ashlar Village 
campus were featured on the “Liberty 
Bank Surprise Squad” segment of 
the Channel 3 News on September 
24.  Channel 3 reporter Nicole Nalepa 
and her crew presented the residents 
with a surprise karaoke machine. 
Everyone had a great time singing along 
to classic tunes from Frank Sinatra, Judy 
Garland, and the Temptations.  “The 
Hearth is our special Memory Care wing 
of the community,” said Bro. Jason 
Rieger, director of assisted living at 
Pond Ridge, “our residents love music 
and singing, so this is wonderful.” 

Lydia Scott

Assisted Living Residents on Television

Marisa Dominello, recreation therapy, left, and 
Grace Martha, memory care resource coordinator  
with Nicole Nalepa from Channel 3.
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FROM THE DESk OF:

Bro. Stephen B. McPherson
President & CEO of Masonicare 

Members of The Sisters' Project, 
a Wallingford-based non-profit, were 
recognized recently by Masonicare's senior 
management team and others for their 
support of the Inpatient Hospice Unit at 
Masonicare Health Center. Over the last four 
years, The Sisters' Project has donated over 
$89,000 to subsidize enhancements to the 
Unit, benefitting hospice patients and their 
families.

In 2014, the group provided funding for a 
desk workstation and computer with internet 
access as well as coffee and snack service for 
The Inpatient Hospice Unit Family Lounge, 
six sleeper chairs, and six 32-inch televisions 
with DVD players for overflow Inpatient 

Hospice rooms. 
The group also established The Sisters’ 

Project Last Wish Fund for inpatient hospice 
patients and their families at Masonicare 
Health Center. The fund provides assistance 
for transportation for family members in 
financial need to be able to come to the 
Health Center to say goodbye to their loved 
ones, provide a final visit to a special place 
like a park, beach or restaurant, and to help 

with funeral expenses for indigent patients 
with no personal or familial financial 
resources.

The Inpatient Hospice Unit at Masonicare 
Health Center offers private rooms with 
accommodations for family members to 
stay overnight, as well as the comfort of 
being  located within the local community. 
For more information, call the Masonicare 
HelpLine at 888-679-9997.

Masonicare’s fiscal year ended on September 30. We embark 
on 2015 with the coming year’s approved budget aligned directly 
with our strategic plan, which calls for a number of specific 
initiatives designed to strengthen and sustain our organization. 
These include: capital improvements at Masonicare at Newtown 
to create more private rooms and associated amenities, better 
utilization of administrative office space in Wallingford, and 
the start of an ambitious but needed 3-4 year migration to an 
integrated software system. Once completed, the latter will mean 
that for the first time our physician, nursing home and home 
care systems will “talk” the same language and be fully cross-
referenced. 

None of this would mean anything, however, if we weren’t 
fully committed to quality. By tracking and benchmarking a range 
of quality measures (e.g. reducing the use of restraints, having 
fewer hospital re-admissions, reducing the use of antibiotics and 
psychotropics), Masonicare presents itself as a top tier healthcare 
provider and one that other organizations will desire to collaborate 
with. The future of healthcare is all about pre-acute and post-
acute collaboration and partnerships, so given our experience 
in rehabilitation and home care, we are well-positioned. As the 

heartbreak of Alzheimer’s and 
other forms of dementia continues 
to grow, we are committed also to 
being on the forefront of dementia care. 
We are pleased to have added more expertise in 
this needed area of care.

With October comes the Semi-Annual Communication. At this 
year’s event on the 25th, in keeping with tradition, the membership 
will vote for Masonicare trustees. Being recommended for 
appointment to three-year terms ending October 2017 are Bros. 
William Deickler, Robert Polito, Sherwin Borsuk MD, and Sister 
Barbara Lott. We are extremely fortunate to have highly dedicated 
trustees who are committed to our mission and give so generously 
of their time to our governance. Thanks to their leadership and 
your support, Masonicare continues to be able to “help, aid and 
assist” as our founding fathers envisioned.

Sincerely and fraternally, 

The Sisters’ Project recognized for their  
support of hospice unit at Masonicare

Members of The Sisters’ Project, a Wallingford-based non-profit, pose with Masonicare’s senior 
management team who thanked them for their support of the Inpatient Hospice Unit at Masonicare 
Health Center.

 

Frederick S. Nagle Jr
Putnam 46

We welcome our 
new brother to 
the fraternity.



by Francis G. Way
Two of the founding goals 

set forth by the charter members 
of the second incarnation of 
Hospitality Lodge No. 128, 
Wethersfield, were to return 
Freemasonry to the town of 
Wethersfield, and to be a viable 
presence in the community. 
The first goal was accomplished 
when the lodge was chartered 
on March 14, 2012. 

Since their inception that 
evening, the brethren of the 
lodge have been steadily 
working to accomplish the 
second goal, through variety of 
objectives. They began in an easy 
and small way by supporting 
the Wethersfield Social Services 
Department's food bank. A 
larger objective for the lodge was 
a return to participation in the 
Wethersfield Cornfest.

The Wethersfield Cornfest, 
an annual event for the last 30 
years, is, in essence, the town 
fair. Up until Freemasonry left 
Wethersfield fourteen years ago, 
Hospitality Lodge No. 128, and 
later, Silas Deane Lodge No. 147, 
were a regular presence at the 
Cornfest, selling food to hungry 
fair-goers. From the earliest 
meetings of the new Hospitality 
Lodge No. 128, a return to the 
Cornfest was a common theme 

in lodge discussions. 
While many and varied 

opinions were expressed 
as to how the lodge might 
accomplish that return, 
Worshipful Master RW Eric W. 
Manner, and Treasurer WB Larry 
Baker thought “big,” went “big,” 
and arranged a Connecticut 
Child Identification Program 
(CTCHIP) event, the first in 
Wethersfield in anyone's recent 
memory.

One major obstacle to be 
overcome was the size of the 
tent required. Tent space at the 
Cornfest is usually restricted to 
a 10 foot by 10 foot area. Skillful 
negotiations with the town 
enabled the lodge to reserve 
the 30 foot by 30 foot space 
necessary for the CTCHIP tent. 
Once that was obtained the call 
for lodge volunteers went out to 
the membership.

On the morning of Saturday, 
September 20, Hospitality 
Lodge No. 128 returned to the 
Wethersfield Cornfest, a brand 
new banner sporting their new 
logo hanging from the big blue 
and white tent. The members 
were uniformly outfitted in new 
lodge golf shirts, each bearing 
the same new logo. At first, only 
one or two parents brought their 
children into the tent to make 

their way through the CTCHIP 
stations, but by 11:00 a.m., a 
steady flow of folks were lining 
up to take advantage of the free 
identification packets.

By day's end the brethren of 
the lodge, with some welcome 
assistance from spouses, had 
run 87 children through the 
Connecticut Child Identification 
Program. A valuable service had 
been rendered to the community 
and the lodge had finally met 
one of their core objectives in 
their quest to become a viable 

presence in the community.
The lodge is not ready to 

rest on their laurels and are 
already beginning to plan next 
year's event for the Cornfest, as 
well as other ways that they can 
be visible, contributing, and 
important to their Wethersfield..

Special thanks go to the 
brethren of Sequin-Level Lodge 
No. 140, Newington, for the use 
of the tent, and to all the brethren 
of Hospitality Lodge No. 128 for 
answering the call and making 
the day a big success. 
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Hospitality Lodge No. 128 Makes a  
Big Return to the Wethersfield Cornfest

Hospitality Lodge No. 128, Wethersfield, was a main attraction at the 
Wethersfield Cornfest with their tent and CTCHIP equipment. Freemasonry 
is alive and well, and back in Wethersfield!

d Congratulations d
We congratulate these brothers who have 
achieved 50 years of Masonic membership

John E. Meyer Jr .............................................................. Ark 39
Frederic H. Neely ...................................................Brainard 102
William J. Pytlik Sr ..................................................Granite 119
Archie Stewart ........................................................ Harmony 67
Irving W. Geno .................................................. Hospitality 128
Paul F. Johnson ....................................................Housatonic 61
Donald C. Lovett ............................................... king Hiram 12
John R. Osborne .................................................... St. Luke's 48
Earl R. Katan Jr....................................................... St. Luke's 48

Estuary Lodge #43 is a CT listed Public Charity (CHR.0057033.)   
All proceeds from this event are donated back into the local community.  

ContaCt: Jeff flynn – 860-304-6348 for more information.

Estuary Lodge #43 

Annual  
Pasta Dinner

Saturday, october 18th • 3pm-7pm
masonic lodge• 52 old Boston Post road, old Saybrook

(next door to the aCton public library)
$7.00 per person  

(Children age 10 years and under eat free)

Pasta, Sauce, meatballs, Salad, Bread & Butter,  
Cookies, Cake, and Bottled Water  

(Soda is available for an additional $1.00 per can)  



Committee on Legal Matter
Proposed revision to Section 2107
October 2014

Discussion:
The committee is recommending changes 
to Section 2107(j) to clarify a report from 
the Grand Master is presented at a Regular 
Communication of Grand Lodge and the 
reporting process. 

Current language:
Section 2107. Prerogatives of the Grand 
Master. The prerogatives (personal right by 
virtue of and during continuance of office) of 
the Grand Master are:
j.  To exercise, temporarily, all the powers 

of the Grand Lodge during the interim 
between the sessions of the Grand Lodge, 
and subject to its approval at the next 
session thereof.

Proposed change:
j.   To exercise, temporarily, all the powers 

of the Grand Lodge during the interim 
between the Regular Communications of 
the Grand Lodge.

q.  The Grand Master, exercising these 
prerogatives, shall issue a written report 
to the Committee on Address and Reports 
prior to each Regular Communication of 
Grand Lodge. This report shall be submitted 
for approval by Grand Lodge at the Regular 
Communication following issuance of the 
report. (see Section 2201).

Committee on Legal Matters
Proposed revision to Section 2201
October 2014

Discussion:
The Committee recommends changes to add 
reports of the Grand Master and other Grand 
Lodge officers at the Regular (annual & semi-
annual) Communication and to clarify the 
review process.

Current language:
Section 2201. Committee on Address 
and Reports. There shall be a Committee 
on Address and Reports consisting of three 
(3) Past Grand Masters. Annually, the Grand 
Master shall appoint one (1) new member to 
serve for a period of three (3) years. Should a 
vacancy occur, the Grand Master may appoint 
a new member to fill the unexpired term. It 
shall be the duty of the committee to review 
the Address and Report of the Grand Master 
and Deputy Grand Master, also reports of 
the Grand Senior Warden, and Grand Junior 

Warden, if made. The Grand Master and 
other Grand Lodge Officers making reports 
shall provide the committee with a copy of 
their report at least two weeks prior to the 
Annual Communication of Grand Lodge. The 
Committee shall review same and report on 
them to Grand Lodge. This committee may 
recommend as necessary, that portions be 
referred to appropriate committees for further 
review, and said portions be accepted or 
rejected. The Address and Report of the Grand 
Master and those of other Grand Lodge Officers 
shall not be subjected to a vote for approval 
by Grand Lodge until after the reviews have 
been completed and the recommendations 
of the various committees reported by this 
committee to Grand Lodge. 

4/05

Proposed change:
Section 2201. Committee on Address 
and Reports. There shall be a Committee 
on Address and Reports consisting of three 
(3) Past Grand Masters. Annually, the Grand 
Master shall appoint one (1) new member to 
serve for a period of three (3) years. Should a 
vacancy occur, the Grand Master may appoint 
a new member to fill the unexpired term. It 
shall be the duty of the committee to review 
the Address and Report of the Grand Master 
and Deputy Grand Master, also reports of 
the Grand Senior Warden, and Grand Junior 
Warden, if made. The Grand Master and 
other Grand Lodge Officers making reports 
shall provide the committee with a copy of 
their report at least two weeks prior to the 
Regular Communication of Grand Lodge. 
The Committee shall meet upon receipt 
of the report, review same and report 
on them to Grand Lodge at the Regular 
Communication of the Grand Lodge for 
approval by the voting members present. No 
less than ten days prior to the Grand Lodge 
Regular Communication the committee may 
refer as necessary, portions of the report(s) 
to appropriate committees for further 
review. The committee(s) shall report to the 
committee on Address and Reports their 
recommendations prior to the Grand Lodge 
Regular Communication.  

Committee on Legal Matters
Proposed revision to Section 2211  
and New Section 7106
October 2014

Committee on Ritual and Ceremonies
Discussion:
The Ritual and Ceremonies Committee has 
requested the changes to its charge to clarify 

what ritual constitutes Standard Work while 
retaining the requirement of Grand Lodge 
to approve any changes to that ritual and 
to reinstitute and standardize the use of the 
this term to describe the ritual for opening 
and closing lodges and conferring degrees. In 
addition, Section 2211 is referenced in other 
sections of the Rules and Regulations as the 
source defining the Standard Work but it does 
not have a definition of the same. 

Since the appointment of Jeremy Cross 
as lecturer in 1813, the Grand Lodge of 
Connecticut has endeavored to establish 
Standard Work. Over many years lodges have 
utilized a generally accepted ritual as approved 
and distributed by the Grand Lodge. 

In the past the “Blue Book” of generally 
accepted ritual for Connecticut has had 
various titles including Mnemonics (1959 with 
a description as the “Authorized Ritual Work 
of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut”) and 
1964 - 2 volumes] and “Official Ritual”; and it 
has been referred to as “Standard Work” in 
decisions by MWGM Parsons in 1905 and MW 
Charles Fowler in 2006. 

The use of the ritual including the ritual 
approved by Grand Lodge and what is 
“essential” and allowable deviations 
(“liberties”) is not described in this section 
but is described elsewhere in the Grand Lodge 
Rules and Regulations (Section 7000). 

Any proposed changes to the approved ritual 
(Standard Work) would be presented to the 
Grand Lodge for approval. The ritual for 
the Installation of Officers and the Actual 
Past Master’s Degree are also considered of 
historical importance and changes should not 
be made without careful consideration. In the 
case of the Installation of Officers this should 
occur at a communication of Grand Lodge and 
in the case of the Actual Past Master’s degree 
(which must be reviewed only by Actual Past 
Masters) this should be reviewed and approved 
by current and Past Grand Masters as well as 
the Deputy Grand Master.. 

The Committee is also proposing a change to 
align the Rules and Regulations to be consistent 
with current practice as seen in several Policies 
and Procedures applicable to ceremonies (e.g. 
Table Lodge) that state the Committee on 
Ritual and Ceremonies and the Grand Master 
are responsible for maintenance. It would also 
allow the Grand Master to designate someone 
(e.g. the Deputy Grand Master) to act in his 
behalf to approve changes to ceremonies. 

Committee on Legal Matters – Legislation  page 1 of 5
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Current provision:
Section 2211. Committee on Ritual 
and Ceremonies. There shall be a Committee 
on Ritual and Ceremonies consisting of a 
minimum of five (5) members. Annually, 
the Grand Master shall appoint one (1) new 
member to serve for a period of five (5) years. 
Should a vacancy occur, the Grand Master shall 
appoint a new member to fill the unexpired 
term. Additional members may be appointed 
to work with the committee, however their 
term shall only be for one (1) year. 

It shall be the duty of the committee to review: 
Masonic Protocol, the ritual for Opening 
and Closing Lodges, conferring degrees and 
all other ceremonies such as Installation of 
Officers, Actual Past Master’s degree, Table 
Lodge, Memorial Service, Dedication or 
Rededication of Lodges or Lodge Buildings 
or others as may become necessary. Proposed 
changes shall be submitted to Grand Lodge for 
approval at a regular communication or at a 
special communication called for that purpose.

Proposal:
Section 2211. Committee on Ritual and 
Ceremonies. There shall be a Committee 
on Ritual and Ceremonies consisting of a 
minimum of five (5) members, all of whom 
shall be Actual Past Masters. Annually, the 
Grand Master shall appoint one (1) new 
member to serve for a period of five (5) years. 
Should a vacancy occur, the Grand Master shall 
appoint a new member to fill the unexpired 
term. Additional members may be appointed 
to work with the committee, however, their 
term shall only be for one (1) year. 

It shall be the duty of the committee to 
establish the “Standard Work” consisting of 
the ritual for Opening and Closing Lodges 
and conferring degrees. The Committee 
shall also review the ritual for Installation of 
Officers and the Actual Past Master’s Degree. 
Proposed changes to the Standard Work and 
the ritual for the Installation of Officers shall 
be submitted to Grand Lodge for approval 
at a regular communication or at a special 
communication called for that purpose. 
Proposed changes to the Actual Past Master’s 
Degree shall be submitted for approval by 
the majority of a committee consisting of the 
Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and the 
three most junior Past Grand Masters (see 
Section 7106).
 
The committee shall review and recommend 
changes to Masonic Protocol and all 
ceremonies such as Table Lodge, Memorial 

Service, Dedication or Rededication of 
Lodges or Lodge Buildings or others as may 
become necessary. Changes to ceremonies 
shall be approved by the Grand Master or his 
designee.

Section 7106. Amendments to Past Master’s 
Degree, How Made. (NEW) Changes to the 
Actual Past Master’s Degree submitted by the 
Committee on Ritual and Ceremonies shall 
be approved by the majority of a committee 
consisting of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand 
Master, and the three most junior Past Grand 
Masters and the Grand Master shall report a 
summary of the changes to Grand Lodge but 
such changes shall not be subject to a vote of 
Grand Lodge (see Section 2211).
 
Committee on Legal Matter
Proposed revision to Section 2300
October 2014

Discussion:
The committee received a request to amend 
this section to provide Grand Masters the 
option to call the roll of lodges prior to 
conclusion of a regular communication of 
Grand Lodge by substituting the word shall 
with may. The Legal Matters committee 
approves this proposal. 

Current language:
Section 2300. Roll Call at Regular 
Communication. Immediately before the 
closing of a Regular Communication of the 
Grand Lodge, the roll shall be called, and any 
Lodge found to be unrepresented shall be 
declared delinquent, unless it shall have been 
previously excused.

Proposed change:
Section 2300. Roll Call at Regular 
Communication. Immediately before the 
closing of a Regular Communication of the 
Grand Lodge, the roll may be called, and any 
Lodge found to be unrepresented shall be 
declared delinquent, unless it shall have been 
previously excused.

Committee on Legal Matters
Proposed revision to Sections 3312 - 3315
October 2014

Rules & Regulations proposed amendments 
concerning terminology
Discussion:
The committee has made corrections to several 
sections to add “rejected candidate” which 
had been omitted when amended in October 
2012.

Changes are noted in italics with the former 
term noted with a strikethrough.

Section 3312. Rejected Petitioner, Rejected 
Candidate, Personal Jurisdiction. A Lodge 
rejecting a petitioner or candidate retains 
Personal Jurisdiction over the petitioner or 
candidate for a period of one year (1) three (3) 
years computed from the date of the first last 
rejection.

Section 3313. Rejected Petitioner, Rejected 
Candidate, Reapplication to Rejecting 
Lodge. A petitioner or candidate rejected in 
any Lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction cannot 
renew his petition until the expiration of six 
months from the date of his rejection. See 
Section 4206.

Section 3314. Rejected Petitioner, 
Rejected Candidate, ReaApplication to 
Another Lodge. A petitioner or candidate, 
rejected by a Lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction, 
cannot renew his petition to another Lodge 
in this Grand Jurisdiction until the expiration 
of six months from the date of his rejection. 
The Lodge receiving such petition must obtain 
a Release of Personal Jurisdiction from the 
Lodge which holds same before acting on the 
renewed petition.

Section 3315. Procedure When Petition of 
Rejected Petitioner, Rejected Candidate 
is Presented. When the petition of a 
petitioner or candidate rejected in another 
Lodge is presented, it must be received and 
laid upon the table until a Release of Personal 
Jurisdiction is obtained from the rejecting 
Lodge, if that Lodge still holds Personal 
Jurisdiction, and then proceed as in other 
cases. If such Release of Personal Jurisdiction is 
refused, the Lodge receiving the new petition 
acquires no Personal Jurisdiction and has no 
right to consider the petition until the release 
is granted or the Personal Jurisdiction of the 
rejecting Lodge expires. The petition should 
then be filed and the fees returned.

Committee on Legal Matters
Proposed revision to Section 3800 – 
Dispensations Defined
October 2014

Discussion:
The committee recommends changes in Section 
3800 to expand issuance of dispensations to an 
individual and to entities controlled by lodges.

Current language:
Section 3800. Dispensations Defined. A 
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dispensation is an instrument issued over the 
signature of the Grand Master authorizing 
a Lodge to deviate from the Grand Lodge 
Rules and Regulations or the By-Laws of the 
Lodge or to authorize a Lodge to participate 
in public ceremonies, as well as for other 
extenuating situations.

Proposed change:
Section 3800. Dispensations Defined. A 
dispensation is an instrument issued over the 
signature of the Grand Master. A dispensation 
authorizes Masons, a Lodge or an entity 
described in Section 3601 to deviate from 
the Grand Lodge Rules and Regulations or 
their By-Laws, to participate in public events 
outside the lodge room, or other extenuating 
situations.

Committee on Legal Matters
Amendment to Section 4006 – 
Plural Membership
October 2014

Discussion:
In Connecticut, a Master Mason can have 
membership in any number of Connecticut 
lodges, but can only have one Primary lodge. 
Section 4006 allows a brother to change his 
primary lodge upon written notification to 
Grand Lodge and all lodges to which he is a 
member. The Grand Secretary is requesting 
the second paragraph be modified to require 
the brother to have paid his primary lodge 
dues prior to reassignment.

Current provision:
Section 4006. Plural Membership, Rights, 
Limitations and Privileges, Defined. 
Second paragraph:
The member’s “Primary Lodge” in this 
Grand Jurisdiction is defined as the Lodge 
of which he first became a member in this 
Grand Jurisdiction. When a member holds 
membership in other Connecticut Lodges as 
well, these Lodges are defined as a member’s 
“Affiliate Lodges”. A member has the right 
to reassign his Primary Lodge membership 
to another Regular Connecticut Lodge upon 
his written notification to the Grand Lodge 
Office and to all Connecticut Lodges of which 
he is a member.

Change to read as follows:
Section 4006. Plural Membership, Rights, 
Limitations and Privileges, Defined. 
Second paragraph:
The member’s “Primary Lodge” in this 
Grand Jurisdiction is defined as the Lodge 
of which he first became a member in this 

Grand Jurisdiction. When a member holds 
membership in other Connecticut Lodges as 
well, these Lodges are defined as a member’s 
“Affiliate Lodges”. A member has the right 
to reassign his Primary Lodge membership to 
another Regular Connecticut Lodge upon his 
written notification to the Grand Lodge Office 
and to all Connecticut Lodges of which he is 
a member, provided his dues for the current 
year and prior years are paid in full to his 
Primary Lodge.

Committee on Legal Matter
Proposed revision to Section 4501
October 2014

Discussion:
When a brother is suspended he must return 
his dues card and notice of the suspension is 
sent to the brother and his Primary lodge as 
specified in GLR&R Section 4501. GLR&R Section 
5007 prohibits any unassociated, suspended or 
expelled mason from visiting any lodge in this 
Grand Jurisdiction. The Grand Secretary noted 
this notification process should be revisited. The 
committee discussed the issue and is concerned 
the restriction of notifying the lodge of the 
suspended member is problematic because 
the brother may be known in lodges he has 
previously visited, and to the uninformed lodge 
may not be aware the brother is suspended. 
The committee finds the prohibition of notice 
to lodges described in GLR&R Section 4706 is 
not applicable in the instant case and suggests 
changing GLR&R Section 4501.

Current language:
Section 4501. How Membership Is 
Suspended. The prerogatives (personal right 
by virtue of and during continuance of office) 
of the Grand Master are:

…Notice of such suspension shall be signed 
by the Grand Master and sent by the Grand 
Secretary by certified or registered mail, 
return receipt requested, postage prepaid, to 
such person at his last address on file with the 
Grand Secretary, and a copy thereof sent to 
the Lodge of such person. 

Proposed change:
…Notice of such suspension or expulsion shall 
be signed by the Grand Master and sent by the 
Grand Secretary by certified or registered mail, 
return receipt requested, postage prepaid, to 
such person at his last address on file with 
the Grand Secretary, and a copy thereof sent 
to the Secretary of every lodge in this Grand 
Jurisdiction.

Committee on Legal Matters
Procession to Section 7013 –  
Public Masonic Processions Limited
October 2014

Discussion:
Lodges are becoming more involved in their 
communities and at times brothers are asked 
to make presentations at a public event. The 
committee is recommending changes to this 
section to add clarity to the craft on when 
they may wear aprons and or jewels outside 
the lodge and to affirm approval by the Grand 
Master is necessary.

The changes to Section 7013 are intended to 
conform with changes to Section 3800.

Current provision:
Section 7013. Public Masonic Processions 
Limited. Masons shall not appear in public 
processions, as Masons, without a dispensation 
from the Grand Master, except for the burial 
of a brother, or to attend divine worship by 
vote of the Lodge.

Change to read as follows:
Section 7013. Participation in Public 
Events. Masons may appear or participate 
in public events, wearing aprons and jewels 
or only an apron, provided the brother(s) 
or lodge receives a dispensation from the 
Grand Master. Dispensation is not required 
for installation of officers, a Masonic Service 
for a departed brother, or to attend divine 
worship by vote of the Lodge. (See Section 
3800 concerning dispensations)

Committee on Legal Matters
Section 8204 – Nickerson’s Digest Adopted 
as Part of Masonic Jurisprudence
October 2014

Discussion:
Nickerson’s Digest was last updated in 2000 
under the guidance of R.W. William R. Deickler.

The committee decided to tackle an update of 
Nickerson’s Digest in early 2009 with a review 
of the GM reports from 2001 forward. The 
Committee expanded the project to include 
a review of all decisions and identify those 
decisions which have become obsolete due to 
changes in GLR&R’s or other actions of GL. The 
Committee also cross-referenced the Decisions 
to current GLR&R’s where ever possible and 
updated the index.

Current language:
Section 8204. Nickerson's Digest Adopted 
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as Part of Masonic Jurisprudence. 
"Nickerson's Digest of Masonic Decisions", 
adopted by the Grand Lodge in 1920, and as 
revised through the Annual Communication 
of Grand Lodge 2000, except as may be 
inconsistent with the foregoing rules and 
regulations is hereby adopted as a part of 
the Masonic Jurisprudence within this Grand 
Jurisdiction.

10/07

Proposed change:
Section 8204. Nickerson's Digest Adopted 
as Part of Masonic Jurisprudence. 
"Nickerson's Digest of Masonic Decisions", 
adopted by the Grand Lodge in 1920, and 
as revised through the most recent Regular 
Communication of Grand Lodge, except as 
may be inconsistent with the foregoing rules 
and regulations is hereby adopted as a part of 
the Masonic Jurisprudence within this Grand 
Jurisdiction. 

The following is informational only

The GM decisions added to Nickerson’s 
Digest are as follows:

114.  Upon surrender of the Charter, Silas 
Deane Lodge #147 brother's Grand 
Lodge Assessments to be waived if 
the assigned brother is subsequently 
dropped NPD at the end of the year 
of assignment to a lodge. See also 
Decision 613.

   Arseneau, G.M. 2012, XX
131.  The Grand Master can restrict any 

members right to sit in a specified 
Lodge thereby excluding that member 
from attending said Lodge, if he is 
convinced that the members presence 
will disturb the peace and harmony 
of said Lodge or be a detriment to 
the ability of that Lodge to make and 
retain active members, without charges 
being preferred against the excluded 
member.

  Stamm, G.M., 2003, A64
 Note: Decision was overturned at  
 GL Session October 16, 2004.
229A.  The ability of a group of regularly made 

masons to hold a charter as a Lodge of 
the Grand Lodge A.F.& A.M. of the State 
of Connecticut is a privilege and not an 
unalienable right. The superintendence 
of that charter is transferred to each 
successive Worshipful Master as he 
assumes his obligations at installation.

  Stamm, G.M., 2003, A64.
248A. All Lodges chartered by the Most 

Worshipful Grand Lodge A.F. & A. M. of 
Connecticut are permitted to have brothers 
that are members of lodges of the Most 
Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of 
Connecticut. F &A.M. Inc., assist them when 
doing degree work in any of the first three 
degrees of Freemasonry. Degree work is to 
be performed using the approved Standard 
Ritual of this Grand Lodge or variations 
thereto approved by this Grand Lodge for 
use by various Lodges. A similar decision was 
issued by Brother Floyd E. Bagwell, Jr. Most 
Worshipful Grand Master of the Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge.
Greene, G.M., 2007, A51. 
260.  Concerning Lodges which do not utilize 

the Standard Ritual Work of the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut. Inasmuch as 
each of these Lodges have been using 
unique forms of the ritual from earliest 
days, it is in the best interest of these 
Lodges and Connecticut Freemasonry 
that Hiram Lodge No. 1, Putnam Lodge 
No. 46, Washington Lodge No.70 and 
Wooster Lodge No. 79 should continue 
to be authorized to maintain their own 
forms of the ritual. Provided, however, 
that if any changes are to be made to 
their ritual, such changes shall bring 
the ritual into closer conformance with 
Connecticut Standard Work. 

 Fowler, G.M., 2006, A60
321.  The Master of the Lodge superintends 

all groups or clubs of Masons of that 
Lodge. Individuals may meet and 
communicate as individuals, one on one. 
All meetings, notices of such meetings, 
letters or electronic communications 
that discuss private affairs of the Lodge 
or its associated Building Corporation 
or Association shall be with the prior 
knowledge and sanction of the Master. 
Any private unsanctioned campaigns by 
individuals, groups or clubs discussing 
private Lodge affairs or undermining 
the decision of a Lodge Master shall 
be deemed un-Masonic conduct and 
the parties involved subject to Masonic 
discipline. Only the Master can speak 
for and represent the Lodge with his 
decisions. All others need his permission 
to act on behalf of the Lodge.

  Stamm, G.M., 2003, A64.
322.  That all prospective Worshipful Masters 

be certified before they could be 
installed as Master. The certification 
consisted of opening Lodge, calling the 
Craft from Labor to Refreshment, and 
receiving Masonic Dignitaries.

  Greytak, G.M., 2005, A61

613.  Silas Deane Lodge #147 surrendered 
its charter in December 2011. G.M. 
McWain authorized issuance of dues 
cards to brothers who paid dues for 
2012. Brothers who did not affiliate 
with a lodge by the end of 2012 were 
assigned to a lodge. See also Decisions 
114, 602 and 612. See GLR&R Section 
4100(e), 1988 Edition.

   Arseneau, G.M. 2012, XX

Chapter 11 - Appendix
JEWEL
1011B That the use and wearing of the Lewis 
Jewel is permitted in the jurisdiction of the 
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge A.F. & A. M. of 
Connecticut under the rules of eligibility of 
the Lewis Jewel. 
  Greene, GM 2007 A51.
MASONIC TEMPLE CORPORATIONS – 
GRAND LODGE JURISDICTION
1012B Allegations were raised by several 
brethren that the officers of a building 
corporation were acting in an un-masonic 
manner. The corporation had been originally 
formed by members of the Lodge as 
shareholders, but was now operating as a for 
profit organization for the benefit of the few 
remaining shareholders. The officers of the 
corporation claimed that they were subject 
only to the laws of the State of Connecticut. 
Inasmuch as the corporation was originally 
formed for a Masonic purpose, required its 
shareholders to be Masons, and retained the 
word “Masonic” in its name, I determined 
that it was in fact a Masonic organization and 
therefore also subject to the authority of the 
Grand Lodge.
  Fowler, GM 2006, A59 [reported by 

GM Fowler as a disciplinary action].

Committee on Legal Matters
Proposed revisions to Subpart 46 – 
Dimits/Non-Affiliated Mason/Dismissions 
October 2014

Discussion: 
The Committee is recommending deletion of 
Section 4607 because it is already addressed in 
Section 3309 – Release of Personal Jurisdiction.

The Committee is recommending deletion of 
Section 4608 because it is already addressed in 
Sections 3309 and 4601.

The Committee is recommending moving 
Section 4609 to new Section 3309A as part of 
Subpart 33 – Jurisdiction, along with correction 
to GL Form GL-6 to note the change in GLR&R 
Section.
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Current language:
Section 3309. Release of Personal 
Jurisdiction. A Lodge receiving a request for 
advancement from an Entered Apprentice or 
Fellowcraft Mason, who received his degree(s) 
in another Lodge, must obtain a Release of 
Personal Jurisdiction from the Lodge holding 
such Personal Jurisdiction before acting upon 
such request. If the Lodge holding Personal 
Jurisdiction is outside the Grand Jurisdiction 
of Connecticut, the Lodge receiving such 
application must secure the Release of 
Personal Jurisdiction through the office of the 
Grand Secretary of Connecticut.

Section 4601. Dimission, Defined and 
How Affected; Vote Granting Same is 
Final. Dimission is the voluntary severance 
of membership in a Lodge by the Joint act of 
the member and of the Lodge. Such dimission 
is effected by the passage of a resolution by 
majority vote granting dimission. Application 
for dimit must be in writing, signed by the 
applicant and filed by the Lodge Secretary and 
the action thereon recorded. A vote of a Lodge 
granting a dimit cannot be reconsidered or 
annulled. Its effect is to make the member a 
Non-Affiliated Mason.

Section 4607. Release of Personal Jurisdiction 
Defined. A Release of Personal Jurisdiction 
is a properly authenticated certificate of the 
Lodge, as evidence of dismission from the 
Personal Jurisdiction in good standing of an 
Entered Apprentice or Fellowcraft Brother. 

3/09

Section 4608. Dismission, Defined and 
How Affected; Vote Granting Same is 
Final. Dismission is the voluntary severance of 
Personal Jurisdiction on the part of a Lodge 
during the course of taking the degrees by the 
Joint act of Brother and of the Lodge. Such 
Release of Personal Jurisdiction is effected 
by the passage of a resolution by majority 
vote granting said Release of Jurisdiction. 
Application for the Release of Jurisdiction 
must be in writing, signed by the applicant and 
filed by the Lodge Secretary and the action 
thereon recorded. A vote of a Lodge granting 
such a Release of Personal Jurisdiction cannot 
be reconsidered or annulled. Its effect is to 
make the Entered Apprentice or Fellowcraft 
Brother eligible to apply for advancement in 
another Jurisdiction or to otherwise to serve as 
evidence of his having received the indicated 
degrees.

Section 4609. Form of a Release of Personal 
Jurisdiction. The use of a standard form to 

certify the Release of Personal Jurisdiction shall 
be obligatory upon the Lodge. All such forms 
shall be in the format provided by the Grand 
Lodge Office and no other. (FORM GL-6) 

10/10

Form GL-6: Section 4609. Form of a Release 
of Personal Jurisdiction

Proposed change:
Subpart 46 – Dimits/Non-Affiliated Mason

Section 4601. No change

Section 4607. Deleted

Section 4608. Deleted

Section 4609. Deleted with text moved to 
new Section 3309A below.

Section 3309A. Form of a Release of 
Personal Jurisdiction. The use of a standard 
form to certify the Release of Personal 
Jurisdiction shall be obligatory upon the 
Lodge. All such forms shall be in the format 
provided by the Grand Lodge Office and no 
other. (FORM GL-6)     
      
Form GL-6: Section 3309A. Form of a 
Release of Personal Jurisdiction

Committee on Legal Matters
Proposed amendments – Territorial 
Jurisdiction references for lodges
October 2014

Discussion: The committee had been 
requested to review the GLR&R’s to conform 
the regulations to reflect the elimination 
of territorial jurisdictions of lodges. The 
committee also noted inconsistency in 
the directives of these two sections when 
compared to Sections 6100 and 6101. The 
committee is proposing a correction and cross 
reference.

Current Language:
Section 3001. Powers of Lodge. A regular 
chartered Lodge has power:
e.  To discipline all its initiated candidates and 

members. and all Masons residing within its 
territorial jurisdiction.

Section 3208. Duties of the Master, 
Defined. The duties of the Master, in addition 
to those inculcated in the ritual are:
j.  To cause an investigation into all Masonic 

offenses committed by the initiated 
candidates or by members. of the Lodge, 

or by Masons residing in the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Lodge.

Section 4123. By-Laws to Be Signed by 
Candidate Taking Degrees in Another 
Jurisdiction. Any Lodge in this jurisdiction, 
in arranging for the conferring of the Master 
Mason Degree upon one of its candidates, by 
a Lodge in another jurisdiction, shall forward 
a copy of its By-Laws for the Brother to sign 
and return to his lodge.

Section 6101. Offenses by Sojourners or 
Non-Affiliated Masons. If any offense is 
alleged against a Mason who is not a member 
of a Connecticut Lodge, the Lodge which meets 
closest to the place of the alleged offense shall 
have penal jurisdiction. If multiple offenses 
are alleged, the Lodge meeting closest to 
the place of the greatest number of alleged 
offenses shall exercise penal jurisdiction. If 
multiple Lodges meet at a common Lodge 
hall, jurisdiction over offenses alleged against 
a Mason not a member of a Connecticut Lodge 
shall be assigned by the Grand Master.

Proposed changes:

Section 3001. Powers of Lodge. A regular 
chartered Lodge has power:
e.  To discipline all its initiated candidates and 

members. See Section 6101 for jurisdiction 
over Masonic offenses committed by 
sojourners, non-affiliated and unassociated 
Mason.

Section 3208. Duties of the Master, 
Defined. The duties of the Master, in addition 
to those inculcated in the ritual are:
j.  To cause an investigation into all Masonic 

offenses committed by its initiated 
candidates and members. See Section 
6101 for jurisdiction over Masonic offenses 
committed by sojourners, non-affiliated 
and unassociated Mason.

Section 4123. By-Laws to Be Signed by 
Candidate Taking Degrees in Another 
Lodge. Any Lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction, 
in arranging for the conferring of the Master 
Mason Degree upon one of its candidates, by a 
Lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction, shall forward 
a copy of its By-Laws for the Brother to sign 
and return to his lodge.

Section 6101. Offenses by Sojourners or 
Non-Affiliated Masons. – No changes



by Benjamin Isaacson
The Third Annual Esoteric 

Seminar sponsored by the 
Committee on Masonic 
Education was held at Hartog 
Center on July 27 and proved 
to be an unqualified success. 
Brothers from Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, New York, New 
Jersey, Connecticut and other 
jurisdictions gathered together 
hoping to find further light and 
improve themselves in Masonry. 
They were not disappointed.

Traveling from Colorado, 
Worshipful Brother Tim 
Hogan keynoted a fascinating 
presentation connecting deep 
esoteric perspectives with Blue 

Lodge Masonry. During various 
breaks he signed and sold copies 
of The Alchemical keys To Masonic 
Ritual, the first book which 
establishes a direct link between 
the rituals of Freemasonry and 
the practice of both chemical 
and spiritual alchemy.

Nine other sessions were 
scheduled throughout the 
Hartog Center, spread among 
the auditorium, the theater, and 
the lodge room. The pace of the 
presentations left plenty of time 
to move from one location to 
another. Brothers could choose 
to attend the three presentation 
that most interested them.

Massachusetts Brother Elliot 
Chikofsky’s did a fascinating 
in depth investigation of the 
original Hebrew translation 
of Psalm 133; "Behold how 
good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together 
in unity." He explained the 
actual meaning and significance 
and what Masonic lessons 
are hidden in plain sight. He 
explained what it said about free 
will, the nature of brotherhood, 
and how Masonic degrees 
should transform. The psalm  
referenced other sections of the 
Bible and he those referred back 
to their appropriate place in 
Freemasonry.

Brothers Chuck Landau 
offered “Brothers Raphael and 
Leonardo,” William Mackey’s 
“Freemasonry and the Magic 
System of the Golden Dawn,” 
Steve Canada’s “The Esoteric 

Mindset,” Robert Streeter’s 
Ritual for Modern Times,” Chris 
Murphy's "Pythagorean Number 
Symbolism," and Kirk White’s 
“The Renaissance Worldview 
in Masonry” rounded out the 
presentations.

Brothers' comments included: 
“My purpose for involvement 
in Masonry was reinforced; 
We can never learn too much 
about our craft; The brothers 
of Connecticut are great for 
putting this kind of info front 
and center; There is so much 
more I have to learn; Being a 
twenty-seven year Mason, I did 
not realize how much I did not 
know.” One seemingly negative 
comment was really positive: 
“The seminar should’ve gone 

even deeper into the topics 
presented.” 

What should be done with 
the information our brothers 
have shared? Accepting their 
critical perspectives, CME will 
sponsor a similar seminar in July, 
2015! Possible improvements 
will be made next year so that 
attending brothers will again 
find their time well spent and 
thirst for Masonic knowledge 
fulfilled. 

CME thanks the Grand 
Lodge officers, presenters, 
committee members, and all 
the brothers who attended for 
supporting this effort. Without 
your support, counsel, and hard 
work, no esoteric seminar would 
be possible.
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Esoteric Seminar Draws 160 Brothers

Bro. Robert Streeter, from Massachusetts, presented  
challenging perspectives on the way ritual could 
become more relevant to today’s world.

Bro. kirk White came from Vermont and gave a 
presentation on “The Renaissance Worldview in 
Masonry.”

Bro. Elliot Chikofsky, from Massachusetts, 
interpreted Psalm 133 to show it had 
meaningful Masonic themes.

The presenters take a bow, from left, Chuck Landau, William Mackey, Chris 
Murphy, kirk White, Elliot Chikofsky, Robert Streeter, Martin Ede, Steve 
Canada, and keynote speaker Bro. Tim Hogan.

Brother Tim Hogan and spoke on 
the alchemical connection with 
Freemasonry. Changing lead into 
gold is not much different than 
changing a man into a better man.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Because of the support given to the 
Connecticut Freemasons Foundation, funds 
were allocated to the Friends of Fort Wooster 
to erect a fl ag pole and small monument at 
the renovated park.

Grant forms are available at the Foundation’s 
website  foundation.ctfreemasons.net. Requests 
are reviewed by the Board of Directors based 
on a number of criteria which conform with 
the mission and vision of the Connecticut 
Freemasons Foundation.

Help the Grand Lodge of Connecticut 
continue this good work with a gift to:

Connecticut Freemasons Foundation
P.O. Box 69
Wallingford, CT 06492

ThThThee PaPastst G Grara dndnd H Hisistotoririanan o offf hththee 

GGGrand Lodge of Connecticut, in a

bbbrief biography of General David

WWWooster, wrote: “Impressed, while a

sstranger in a foreign land, with the

nnecessity of some tie that should 

uunite all mankind in a Universal

BBrotherhood...David Wooster...

rreturned to his native country, 

aand procured from the Provincial

GGrand Lodge of Massachusetts, 

aa charter, and fi rst introduced 

innto Connecticut that Light which 

hhas warmed the widow’s heart and illumined the orphan’ss 

ppathway.”

It’s believed that Brother Wooster, prior to the Revolutionaryy 

WWWar, while serving as a British offi cer, garrisoned at Fortt 

LLouisbourg, in Nova Scotia, became a Freemason.

Upon his return to Connecticut, Brother Wooster obtainedd

aa formal charter from one of then two Grand Lodges in thee 

CColony of Massachusetts, to form the fi rst Masonic lodge inn 

CConnecticut: Hiram Lodge No. 1. Brother Wooster was thee 

fi first Master of that lodge, here in New Haven.

The reference to “that Light...which warmed the widow’ss 

hheart...and illumined the orphan’s pathway” refers to thee 

ccommitment by Freemasons to “come to the aid” of theirr 

ffellow brothers, and their widows and orphans, when calledd

uupon to do so.

One stated purpose of our Fraternity is to “improve oneselff 

inn Masonry.” To become better men; better husbands andd

ffathers; better citizens. We teach that “God is found throughh 

sservice to our fellow men,” Thus, when Brother Wooster, noww 

sserving as a general in the American Revolutionary Army, wass

sshot and killed near a stone wall in Ridgefi eld, the brotherss 

oof his lodge took it upon themselves to help take care off 

WWWooster’s widow. The records of his lodge recite the annuall 

pprovision of a seasonal supply of fi rewood to Wooster’ss 

hhousehold by the brothers of his lodge, for heat and cooking..

I stand before you today as the Master of Quinta Essentiaa 

LLodge No. 500, formed just four years ago. And althoughh 

oour new lodge was chartered more than 260 years after thee 

fformation of that fi rst lodge in New Haven, we still hold too

thhe same principles that drew Brother Wooster to form Hiramm 

LLodge No. 1 in the fi rst place.

Our service project, since the formation of our lodge, hass

bbeen to help the Friends of Fort Wooster in restoring this site..

TTThe idea came from our current Grand Master’s wife. We’vee 

pperformed this work with the help of brothers from severall

oother local Masonic lodges – Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125,,

TTTrumbull Lodge No. 22, Corinthian Lodge No. 63, and Hiramm 

NNo. 1, and with the ongoing support and good work of thee

loocal DeMolay chapter of young men.

We’re grateful for the opportunity to be of service, andd

vveveevvv ryryy p pleleasaseded t too bebe p parartt ofof t thihiss cecelelebrbratatioion,n, h herere,e, t tododayay..

Brad Cooney

A new fl ag and fl ag pole. The fl ag donated by DAR’s Mary Wooster 

Chapter. The fl ag from the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation

RE Grand Commander Will Mackey and his commandery made 

a fi ne fl ag presentation to the over 200 attendees.

The top of Fort Wooster still has the magazine used to store 

gunpowder. Future renovations may restore it.

Friends of Fort Wooster co-founder Sue Marchese was 

honored with the David Wooster Medal.

Quinta Essentia Lodge provided a pig roast with all the “fi xin’s” prepared 

and served on the spot by the lodge brothers.

Fort Wooster Day Brings Out a Big Crowd
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All the Masonic bodies in Stratford, Shrine, Scottish Rite, youth, and Blue Lodges enjoyed the 375th anniversary parade.

Ansantawae Lodge No. 89 helped their hometown of Milford celebrate their 375th anniversary.

Moosup Lodge No. 113 regularly marches in one of the last V-J Day parades in this country.

Masons March in Summer Parades
Milford’s 375th Anniversary Parade

Moosup Lodge No. 113 Marches in V-J Day Parade

Stratford’s 375th Anniversary Parade
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Why Wait?
by Richard F. Denno

Currently, more than 123,000 men, 
women, and children are awaiting organ 
transplants to save their lives. Thousands more 
are in need of tissue and corneal transplants 
to restore their mobility and sight. Register 
to be an organ, eye, and tissue donor today 
and provide hope to those who wait. Simply 
go online to www.donatelifenewengland.org, 
learn more on organ/tissue donation, and 
make the informed decision to become a 
donor. It’s as simple as that!

In the six years since our Masonic Organ 
& Tissue Donor Awareness Program has been 
in existence, a few brothers have asked why 
we continue to write and talk about organ 
donor registration. They say, “OK, we get 
the message already!” Perhaps an old story 
explains it best. Parishioners at their church 
heard a moving sermon one Sunday from 
the pastor. The following week, the pastor 
gave the same sermon. This went on for 
weeks. Each week, he would get on the pulpit 
and give the same sermon. Finally, a church 
member was chosen to confront the pastor 
as to why. “I am glad you noticed,” said the 

pastor. “I not only have been giving the same 
sermon for weeks, but I will continue to do 
so – until you all get the message!”

Sometimes it takes more than one time 
to hear the message; for it to ‘sink in’ and 
have people act on that message. If you 
haven’t registered as a donor, perhaps this 
month’s column is your ‘wake-up call’ to act 
and register and by doing so, save lives. Keep 
in mind that one person can save/improve 
the lives of fifty people through their kind 
donation. Sometimes it takes a medical 
condition in your family or friends requiring 
an organ donation, for the message to get 
across. Go to www.donatelifenewengland.org, 
and read the stories of families whose lives 
have been affected through donation. 

Many of our brother Freemasons have 
such stories. Perhaps then, the message 
will come through. A few years ago, WB Joe 
Bonola called to say that his mother-in-law 
was in the hospital and had requested to be 
removed from life support. Having heard 
our talk, Brother Bonola had broached the 
subject to her. She agreed that if, through 
her donation, others would benefit, it was 
fine with her. Four months later, Joe’s wife 
came to a function and she thanked us for 
‘giving a purpose’ to her mother’s death. She 

had received a letter from the New England 
Eye Bank. Two patients who were previously 
blind, had their sight restored because of her 
kind donation. That is what this is all about!

If you have already registered, thank 
you very much. Perhaps today is the day 
you’ll email everyone in your address 
book; requesting them to visit the www.
donatelifenewengland.org website, learn more 
and register to save lives. 

Two big events are coming up in October 
and November that can benefit from your 
assistance. Open House Day takes place on 
October 18. November is National Donor 
Sabbath Month. Both events were in last 
month’s Connecticut Freemasons. Please 
encourage quality candidates to attend your 
lodge’s Open House. Ask them to visit www.
donatelifenewengland.org, learn more and 
register online. Speak to your clergy about 
becoming involved in the Donate Life 
National Donor Sabbath Month next month. 
If you need any assistance, contact me at 
toursone@comcast.net or 860-508-3787.

You could make the difference that saves 
or improves lives. 

Remember – “Don’t take your organs 
to heaven – Heaven knows we need them 
here!”

Connecticut Freemasons Have 
the Power to DONATE LIfESM

by Jim Wilson
WB Wilbur Nead, better 

known to all as “Geno,” says he 
was more than honored to be 
able to serve his lodge as Master 
twice, in 1992 and again in 1999. 
He was also Master of another, 
Oriental Lodge No. 111, South 
Windsor.

After his term in 1992, he was 
appointed to the Tiler's station. 
When he completed his next 
term as Worshipful Master in 
1999, he filled the Tiler's station 
once again.

After have served these 
lodges he couldn’t just sit on 
the side lines or as Tiler. That 
was not Geno’s forte’ and he 
continued his Masonic activities 
in the Shrine, as a Funster clown, 

among other things. 
As our lives take a twist here 

and a turn there, so it was for Geno. 
He and his lady, Nancy, were set 
up in an in-law apartment with 
their daughter in South Windsor. 
Illness overtook Geno, and it 
was necessary for him to enter 
a medical rehabilitation center 
in Manchester. While there, 
Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 
145 awarded Geno the position 
of “Tiler Emeritus” in honor of 
the years of service to his lodge.

The lodge continued to play 
an important part of Geno's 
life, even celebrating with a 
birthday party for him attended 
by eighteen brothers. WB Russ 
Scull, took the lodge to the Rehab 
Center, and portrayed an Entered 

Apprentice degree, with WB 
Geno, assisting by sitting in the 
East with the Master. Afterwards, 
the center prepared a great dinner 
for those attending. Once again, 
Worshipful Brother Geno was 
surprised when he was presented 
a “Life Time” membership to his 
lodge. 

At Past Masters night, on 
September 4, for the Entered 
Apprentice degree, brothers were 
determined that we should have 
our Past Master and tiler present 
for the degree. He was brought 
to the lodge by his daughter 
and met a contingent of fellow 
Past Masters. After lodge was 
opened, our Tiler Geno opened 
the lodge door for the reception 
of Grand Master Simon LaPlace 

accompanied with Deputy 
Grand Master Donald Dean. 
After the degree was concluded, 
Brother Geneo returned home 
with a ride from a brother.

Once a Tiler, Always a Tiler

WB Wilbur (Geno) Nead and 
MWGM Simon LaPlace at the Past 
Masters’ entered Apprentice degree 
at Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 
145.
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Valley of Hartford, A.A.S.R. 
From the desk of David R. Blythe, Sr., 33°, Valley Secretary 

Valley of New Haven, A.A.S.R. 
by Michael L. Castroll

If you would like more information about becoming a member of the 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, or would like a copy of Scottish Rite Informational DVD

Contact David Blythe Sr., 33°, Valley Secretary, at the Valley of Hartford Office 860-666-0712,  
any Monday, Wednesday or Friday between 9:00 a.m. and noon,  

or at anytime via the Valley’s E-mail address sect@snet.net 

Applications for membership in the  
Scottish Rite are now being accepted

BE PART OF IT ALL,  AS A MEMBER OF THE 2014-1015 CLASS

See what we have to offer by visiting our website:
www.valleyofhartford.org 

The Vision of the Scottish Rite 
 “We will strive to be a  
fraternity that fulfills  

our Masonic obligation to  
care  for our members”

Please remember that a dues 
card will be necessary to gain 
admission to any Scottish Rite 
degree at the Valley of Hartford. 
The gray plastic dues card is 
issued by Supreme Council. If 
you have misplaced your card 
please notify the Valley office for 
a replacement.

The Valley of Hartford's 
Scottish Rite year is being 
dedicated to the Charter Oak 
Lodge of Perfection. The 
lodge is celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of its founding on 
July 7, 1864. This year's class is 
named in honor of the Lodge's 
first Thrice Potent Master, Bro. 
Amos Pilsbury, 32°.

The degree schedule begins 
on Thursday, October 9 with 
the presentation of the 4° and 
11°. The 4° is one of the two 
mandatory degrees required 
by the Supreme Council. The 
11° has not been portrayed in 
the Valley of Hartford since the 
spring of 2008. 

On Thursday, October 23, the 
Charter Oak Lodge of Perfection 
will portray the 14° and the 
Hartford Council Princes of 
Jerusalem will portray the 15°. 

All degrees start at 7:30 p.m. 
and are preceded by an all-you-
can-eat buffet dinner at 6:00 
p.m. at the Sphinx Shrine Facility. 

Reservations are required. Please 
obtain a reservation form from 
either the View of the Valley or 
at the Valley’s website: www.
valleyofhartford.org. It should be 
noted that candidates are our 
guests for the dinners, but they 
need to contact the Valley office 
so that they can be added to the 
reservation list.

All Scottish Rite Masons 
are encouraged to attend all of 
the degrees and to track one's 
progress a Passport Book is 
issued to all members. At every 
degree attended the passport 
book is stamped. Once filled the 
passport can be submitted to 
the Supreme Council to receive 
a special Scottish Rite Gold 
Certificate and Golden Passport. 

The Valley will be concluding 
the first half of the Scottish Rite 
year on Friday night, hosting a 
Family Life event on November 
14. The evening is open to all 
members and their families, and 
will begin with a turkey dinner 
at the Sphinx Shrine Facility and 
continue with the presentation 
of a Masonic play. Dinner starts 
at 6:30 p.m. followed by the play. 
Reservations will be required for 
the dinner. The reservation form 
for dinner can be found on our 
Valley website or in the View of 
the Valley.

Our Fall Class does not just 
include those who are joining the 
Valley of New Haven, but also 
the Valley of Waterbury, and the 
Valley of Bridgeport. They are 
all contained within Lafayette 
Consistory.

Our show is going on the 
road and will encompass venues 
throughout the realm of Lafayette 
Consistory. The Valley of New 
Haven opened the season by 
conferring the 4°, Master Traveler, 
and also the 10°, known as 
Master Elect. The class moved 
on to Stratford, where the Valley 
of Bridgeport hosted the 14°, 
conferring the class as Grand Elect 
Masons.

In between these conferrals, 
the Connecticut Council of 
Deliberation met at the Mystic 
Hilton for the weekend of 
September 26-28. 

The road show continues on 
Wednesday evening, October 1, at 
the Valley of Waterbury, where the 
6°, or Knight of the Brazen Serpent 
will be presented. Then, we go back 
to the Stratford Theater for the 
15°. This is also dubbed Knight 
of the East, and will be hosted by 
Washington Council, Princes of 
Jerusalem. 

After a two week respite, we 
are back at the Stratford Theater 
where Lafayette Consistory will 

preside with our own Illustrious 
Brad Cooney taking the reigns 
as Commander-in-Chief on 
Monday evening, October 20. We 
promise to be illumined with the 
lessons taught in the 22°, also 
known as Prince of Libanus; and 
the 24° as Brothers of the Forest. 
The following Monday evening, 
October 27, we return home to 
New Haven for the production of 
the 11°, as we follow the Temple as 
Sublime Masters Elected.

Under our new by-laws, our 
Sovereign Prince, Brother Steve 
Allinson, chairs the Membership 
Committee. Programs are 
generating success, and the 
prospects for a bright future lie 
on the horizon. Wine and cheese 
tasting, Sleeping Giant hikes, and 
candidate instruction nights have 
generated renewed interest in 
seeking further light in the Scottish 
Rite through the Valley of New 
Haven.

On Sunday, October 19, the 
Valley of New Haven will get 
the “cook’s tour” of Grove Street 
Cemetery. Pay your respects to E. G. 
Storer, and many other prominent 
brothers, who helped to forge the 
Valley of New Haven.

Certainly, do not forget the 
Semi-Annual Session of our Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut.

See you in the Valley…

For further information, please contact
 Valley Secretary Ill. Vernon K. Cleaves, 33° at 203-269-0336

or any member of the Valley.

FALL DEgREE SCHEDuLE:
Thursday, October 9, 2014  

and Thursday, October 23, 2014 
Pre-degree Dinner at 6:00 p.m. (Advance Reservation Required)

Degrees Start at 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 1
Valley of Waterbury - 6°

Monday, October 20
Stratford - 22° and 24°

Monday, October 6
Stratford - 15° 

Monday, October 27
New Haven - 11°
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4°, I Change My Underwear For Nothing!
by James W. D’Acosta

I expect bold, physical drama, 
surprise, embarrassment, and 
discomfort. Instead, the Scottish 
Rite’s 4° leaves my clothes in place 
and my body at rest. Its lessons 
appeal directly to my spirit and 
to my moral and intellectual 
curiosity. Major concerns are 
confronted at once: if the 3° 
bestows the highest honor then 
what can other degrees claim? 
What is the nature of subsequent 
Masonic knowledge?  

A surrogate candidate poses 
sensible questions to a trusted 
guide. The guide is confident, 
respectful, reassuring. The 
supremacy of the Apprentice, 
Fellowcraft, and Master Mason 
degrees is affirmed. I remember 
a brilliant man deducing all the 
formulas needed for problems 
in physics from the great 
fountainhead of E = mc2. I 
expect further degrees to display 
right actions based on the moral 
precepts set forth in Blue Lodge. 

I glimpse historical and 
legendary figures of future 
degrees facing situations 
demanding moral decisions. My 
curiosity is stirred and I focus my 
mind on school house lessons of 
long ago. I consider Hiram and 
suspect that the Scottish Rite is 
similarly realistic. Right action 
sometimes requires sacrifice and 

bad things do happen to good 
people. 

Revolutionary ideas are 
shared between the candidate 
and his guide. Chief among 
these is that men of opposing 
religious faiths should respect 
and tolerate each other’s beliefs. 
I reflect on this magnificent 
legacy from the Enlightenment 
which was championed by our 
fraternity during the Revolution 
and codified in the Constitution 
as the separation of church and 
state and the right of individuals 
to worship as they see fit. 

My mind wanders. I consider 
the African-American candidate 
sitting to my left and the long 
history of segregated lodges. I 
am proud of our Grand Lodge’s 
leadership in embracing Prince 
Hall and gratified that I am 
witnessing a further step: the 
initiation of a racially diverse 
group of candidates, all of 
whom are treated with sincere 
warmth by all in attendance. Our 
Masonic gathering is an ideal 
society. The behavior urged in the 
degree is displayed. Credibility is 
established.

Following the degree, two 
men of a certain maturity, display 
with deep feelings Masonic rings 
which belonged to the father of 
one and to the grandfather of 
the other. I sense tradition and 

picture my grandfather Emilio 
who chose the path of Scottish 
Rite in Mexico.

The 4° feels short. I guess this 
is why it is frequently combined 
with the 14°. I am grateful to 
experience it separately because 
I am out to an early dinner and 
home in time to relax with my 
family.

Two cents on Pike’s Fourth 
Chapter, “Secret Master,” in 
Morals and Dogma: I am 
outraged at his suggestion of 
deficiency, “If you have been 
disappointed in the first three 
Degrees …” (106). I took my 
Entered Apprentice degree nearly 
ten years ago. Nonetheless, 
the emotional impact of being 
found destitute remains visceral 
and the assurance that I will 
find assistance in our fraternity 
should the vicissitudes of life 
strike a blow still comforts me. 

The practicality of our 
charges is also vivid. That we 
should help to the extent to 
which we are able without 
bringing harm to ourselves is 
challenging but attainable. I 

consider Joseph Smith. Masons 
reported that Brother Smith gave 
the Masonic sign of distress as 
he was overwhelmed by a mob. 
No one saved him. Masons must 
have judged the situation to be 
too dangerous. We are called 
to exert ourselves but not to 
ruin ourselves. Masonic charges 
acknowledge the dilemma of 
competing obligations in real 
life situations. 

 “Knowledge is the most 
genuine and real of human 
treasures” (Pike, page 107) 
resonates with many events in my 
life. We alone among creatures 
may pass skills, insights, and 
thoughts on to generations 
beyond our touch and hearing. 
This is the blessing of language 
and the power of literacy. Brother 
Pike lives in his words. I can enter 
a space outside time and engage 
him in conversation though 
his body smolders in the grave. 
An encounter with an illiterate 
man seared my soul when I was 
in college. I celebrate my ability 
to learn and I recognize Pike’s 
treasure.

Valley of 
Bridgeport

2422 Main Street
Stratford

consistory@sbcglobal.net
203-375-0064

Valley of 
New Haven

285 Whitney Avenue
New Haven

sphinx97@juno.com
203-269-0336

Valley of 
Waterbury

531 Highland Avenue
Waterbury

cwk@juno.com
203-754-8209

Attention all Master Masons

Lafayette CoNsistory
The Scottish Rite 2014 Fall Season

Classes Have Started 

Start your journey 
in the Scottish Rite 

become a 32nd 
degree Mason in 
December 2014. 

Contact any 
Scottish Rite Mason 

or the Valley 
near you today!

Isn’t NOW the time for you to receive 
further light and knowledge in Masonry
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by Jim Wilson
The four best known 

disciples? Yes, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, and at a recent 
communication of Friendship 
Tuscan Lodge No. 145, 
Manchester, four Brothers were 
raised to the sublime degree of 
Master Mason, and ironically, 
they were named – Mathew, 
Mark, Luke and John!

Matthew Duggan and Luke 
Chapps had been scheduled 
for the degree and the degree 
team was in place. John Olynyk 
happened along to join the 
others, having been unable to 
take his degree as originally 
scheduled. Due to a busy family 
life and not having caught up 

with his emails or the notice from 
the secretary, he was anxious to 
be able to complete his degrees.

When the Connecticut 
Freemasons was delivered, 
someone checked the scheduled 
degree work and found that 
Friendship Tuscan No. 145 was 
having a Master Mason degree. So 
a courtesy degree on a candidate 
for a local lodge was added to the 
others. Worshipful Master Madhu 
Renduchintala, always ready to 
help another lodge, agreed to the 
additional candidate, and there 
came Mark.

Before the evening was over, 
there were four new Master 
Masons; Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John. 

And There  
Were Four!

Four new Master Masons whose names have Biblical overtones, front, from 
left, Matthew Duggan, Mark Pacheco (Manchester Lodge No. 73), Luke 
Chapps, John Olynyk. Overseeing the degree were, rear, from left, WM 
Madhu Renduchintala, RW Steve McMahon, and RW Eric Hoy.

York Rite Coordinating Committee 
Cordially invites you and your lady to the 

York Rite Testimonial Dinner 
Honoring 

          
Companion Charles D. O'Neill   Companion Charles A. McCollum 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest  Most Puissant Grand Master 

Sir Knight William A.G. Mackey 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

 

Location: Marco Polo Restaurant  Date: Saturday, November 15, 2014 
  1250 Burnside Avenue  6:00 p.m.― Social Hour: 
  East Hartford, CT 06108  Crackers & Cheese.  Cash Bar. 
       7:00 p.m. ― Dinner & Awards. 
 

Cost:  $35 per person payable in advance.  Your ticket(s) will be held at the door. 

Reservation deadline is November 8, 2014. 
 

Entrée Selections:  Prime Rib of Beef. 
Stuffed Breast of Chicken. 
Broiled Salmon 
Eggplant Parmesan or Vegetarian Pasta. 

 

Attire:  Men—Business Suit 
 Ladies—Cocktail / Evening Dress. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please clip this portion of the form and mail it with your payment and dinner selection(s) to: 
 

Charles A. McCollum, 71 Eunice Parkway, Stratford, CT 06615-6647 
 

Make your check payable to: York Rite Coordinating Committee 
 

Your Name: __________________________ Guest: __________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________  email: ________________________________ 

 

Entrée Choice Number Cost Total ($) 
Prime Rib of Beef  $35  
Stuffed Breast of Chicken  $35  
Broiled Salmon  $35  
Eggplant Parmesan [Vegetarian]  $35  
Vegetarian Pasta  $35  

Total Amount Enclosed:  
 

GreetinGs! 
You and all your wine enjoying friends and family 
members are  invited to sample dozens of rare and 
delightful bottles of wine from around the world. Many 
hidden wine gems will be opened for you to enjoy and 
reserve for your cellar. Featuring delicious appetizers, 
raffle, and the search for “The Search for the Lost 
Grape”. All proceeds go to benefit the Columbia Lodge 
Scholarship Fund.  The Columbia Lodge Scholarship 
Fund annually presents a college scholarship award  
to a worthy and well qualified student from the 
Glastonbury or East Hartford area.
The wine showcased at this event is provided by 
South Side Wines (www.southsidewines) located at 
One Water Street in Glastonbury.  Its owner, Craig 
Wtzke, continues to be an integral part of making this 
a worthwhile event with his knowledge, expertise and 
volunteerism.  

Columbia Lodge #25
895 Main street

south Glastonbury
saturday, October 11, 2014 
from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

860.916.1973

Call Craig Witzke 
860.633.2763  

if you have any  
questions about the 

event or how to register.

It is always a fun night  
with great food and wine, prizes  

and discoveries from  
the wine cellars from  

around the world.
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Traveling Man Goes to Branford
St. Albans Lodge, No. 38, Branford, was founded in 1771, just 5 

years before the Delectation of Independence was written, making 
it one of Connecticut's oldest Masonic lodges. St. Albans currently 
meets in Branford sharing the building with 
Widow's Son Lodge No. 66, after selling their 
lodge and property in Guilford. 

The brothers of St. Alban's Lodge meet 
the first and third Tuesdays at 8 Eades Street 
In downtown Branford, at 7:30 p.m., this 
year under the watch of Worshipful Master 
Lawrence H. Anvik.

The lodge is average in size but has a unique 
internal decor. The walls are all concrete 
blocks which reminded me of the operative 
masons of our past. They are tall and coated 
with a type of glaze or paint giving them an 
almost jade like appearance. The Worshipful 
Master and his officers sit in wonderfully 
carved chairs and there is a glowing "G" in the 
East. Also on display is a piece of stone that 
came from the White House. It contains the 
original mark of an operative stone mason 
from the original construction over 200 years 
ago. It was donated by Bro. Douglas W. Orr 
the architect of the current lodge building 
who worked on the White House renovations during the Truman 
years. Bro. Orr was vice-chairman of the commission on renovations 
of the Executive Mansion.

The guest speaker on the night of my visit was Brother Ron 
Goldwyn, former secretary of the Masonic Lodge of Research. Ron 
spoke about WB George Washington and the "Star Spangled Banner." 
Ron has been a member of the fraternity since 1959 and a Past 

Master of five different 
lodges. He spoke 
about the origins of 
Francis Scott Key's 
poem, "In Defense 
Of Fort McHenry," 
and the development 
of the "Star Spangled 
Banner."

Next, Brother Ron 
spoke about Brother 
and General George 
Washington, focusing 
on how records show 
he was made a Mason 
in a lodge that didn't 
have a charter at that 
time, Fredericksburg 
Lodge, Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. Today he 
would be considered 
a clandestine Mason 
unless properly 
"healed."

George Washington 
was made an Master 
Mason on August 4, 
1752. He was only 

20 which is interesting because, 
according to the Grand Lodge of 
England, one had to be at least 21 

years old to 
be initiated. 
One can only 
s p e c u l a t e 
but many 
lodges of that 
era worked 
w i t h o u t 
charters. An 
interesting fact, is Brother Washington is one 
of only two presidents who were president 
and Master of their lodge at the same time. 
The other was Brother Harry Truman.

Once Brother Ron was finished, the lodge 
proceeded to close. Afterward, the brothers 
got together for coffee and snacks and enjoyed 
some quality fellowship.

Remember brothers, get out and travel 
yourself to a neighboring lodge or to one on 
the other side of the state. Either way, you find 
that it is a truly rewarding experience.















 

 

 

 

    
   



            
              

         
              























Ryan Howard

A valued stone taken from the original White 
House during its reconstruction is on display 
in the wall of the Eades Street lodge building, 
donated by the architect Bro. Douglas W. Orr.

St. Alban’s Lodge shares meeting room with 
Widow’s Son Lodge in Branford.



Page 24 Connecticut Freemasons October 2014

Masonic Scouters Initiate Another
The Connecticut Masonic Scouters 

Association endeavors to connect the 
principles of Scouting with the 
principles of Freemasonry. 
CMSA’s most prestigious 
public exposure is at the 
Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
when the Eagle Scout 
Commendation Award and 
Letter of Congratulations 
are presented to the 
recipient. The Eagle Scout 
Commendation Award is 
from CMSA and the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut. The 
congratulatory letter from 

the Grand Master is usually presented by a 
Grand Lodge officer in Masonic regalia.

For the past two years, the CMSA has 
also put on a "camp" degree at night 

at different Boy Scout camps in 
Connecticut. Last year's Entered 
Apprentice Degree was held at 
Deer Lake Scout Reservation in 
Killingworth by campfire.

This year, the degree moved 
to Camp Mattatuck in Plymouth. 

Masonic Scouters wore their 
uniforms and came from 
across the state to initiate a 
new candidate. Dispensation 
was given to Temple Lodge No. 

65, Westport, and Worshipful Master Tony 
Giunta served as Senior Warden for the 
degree. WB Tom Transue sat in the East and 
presided over the degree for Brother Frank 
J. Andriulli III of Annawon Lodge No. 115, 
West Haven.

A steak dinner complete with corn on 
the cob was served by a team of brothers 
from Sequin-Level No. 140, Newington, led 
by WB Rich Fentner. The Masonic Scouters 
are busy making plans for next year, perhaps 
in a new location but certainly they'll "be 
prepared."

After the degree, Masonic Scouters and other attendees gathered for a group photo.

A souvenir 2014 Camp 
Degree badge was given to 
everyone to commemorate 

the event.

The altar was in a forest setting for SW Tony 
Guinta, left, and WM Tom Transue.

— ScholarShip Fund raiSer —

The Fifth Annual

“The Mason’s Secret Ball”

CONTACT:
For tickets call 203-348-2511 

worshipfulmaster@UnionLodge5.net

Sunday, October 26 • 6:00 p.m.
Cafe Silvium

371 Shippan Avenue • Stamford

Dinner F Music F Dancing F Silent Auction
Black Tie Optional
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THE ROBERT J. DIPASQUALE
MEMORIAL  

STEAK OR LOBSTER DINNER

For Tickets Contact:
Bruce Padula 203-228-4447 • Myron Reed 203-237-4550

Richard Eppler 203-271-2211 • Delbert Little 203-238-0885
John Broddock 203-235-5596

Hamilton Council No. 22
112 East Main Street, • Meriden, CT

Saturday, October 18 • 5:00 p.m. -  8:00 p.m.
Tickets:  $25.00

by Thomas A. Burke
October is the time for the Semi-Annual 

Communication and elections for our Grand 
Lodge officers. This year’s Communication 
will be held on Saturday, October 25, staring 
at 9:00 a.m., as noted under “Masonic Events 
in Connecticut” at www.ctfreeamasons.net. As 
is the case with virtually all of Freemasonry, 
this communication and the elections are 
bound by several rules which can be found 
in the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and 
Accepted Masons of the State of Connecticut 
Constitution, Masonic Law, Practice, Rules 
and Regulations.

Article III of the Constitution covers 
“Regular and Special Communications” 
on page 14. As noted, “…a Semi-Annual 
Communication on any Saturday during 
October in each year at 9:00 a.m. at such place 
as the Grand Master may select.” This year the 
Grand Master has selected Lyman Hall High 
School in Wallingford. The Grand Master 
might also order Special Communications; all 
of these communications (regular and special) 
require at least a thirty day notice, in writing 
or printed notice of the same, addressed to 
each lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction and each 
eligible voting member (excluding funeral 
occasions, laying of cornerstones, dedications 
and other purely ceremonial functions).

Of course Section 8203 says "No part of 

these Rules and Regulations shall be repealed, 
altered, or amended, unless at the Regular 
Communication of the Grand Lodge, two-
thirds of the members present shall vote in 
favor of such repeal or amendment."

Article IV of the Constitution covers 
“Election and Appointment of Grand 
Officers” and can be found on page 15. In 
particular, “The Officers of the Grand Lodge 
shall be elected by majority ballot at the 
Semi-Annual Communication at a time in 
the morning convenient to the Grand Master, 
except the District Deputies, Grand Deacons, 
Grand Marshal, Grand Stewards, Grand 
Chaplain, Grand Tiler, and any others who 
shall be appointed by the Grand Master.” 
This gives the Grand Master the ability to 
set the agenda for the Communication and 
organize the proceedings.

The election process is well defined and 
bound by specific rules. Section 2102, on page 
35 of the rules, states: “Nominations 
Prohibited”. This section declares “No 
nominations shall be made either in 
the Grand Lodge or any Lodge; and 
any Mason making a nomination 
shall be disciplined therefor.” 

Also of note is Section 2105 on 
page 35 which addresses “Eligibility 
to Grand Lodge Office”. This section 
notes that “Any member of a Lodge 

within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge 
is eligible to any of the offices in the Grand 
Lodge”. 

Additionally, Section 2111 on page 38 
addresses “Elections, How Determined”. 
According to this section, “A majority of all 
the ballots cast shall determine all elections. 
Blank ballots shall not be counted. A majority 
of the members voting shall determine all 
other questions, except when by special 
regulations a two-thirds vote is required. In 
case of a tie, the Grand Master may cast the 
deciding vote.” 

All of these rules and regulations, and 
still others, are in place to help us fulfill our 
obligations as voting members of the Grand 
Lodge. It is imperative that we familiarize 
ourselves and act within due bounds of the 
rules and regulations which we have ourselves 
adopted. I hope to see you all on Saturday, 
October 25!

The 3 R’s…Rules and Regulations Review

iS your lodge 
liSted on tHe 
open HouSe WebSite?

openhouse.ctfreemasons.net

HEJAZ
GROTTO,

M.O.V.P.E.R.

For information contact Secretary Gary Matican,
Membership Chairman at 203 410-9733 

Good Fellowship 
at ashlar VillaGe

Dinner Meetings • Second Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
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Carol Koty, a chef at Masonicare at Newtown, 
has been chosen to compete in this year’s World 
Food Championship in Las Vegas. This national 
cooking challenge culminates with the top 
winners gathering in three rounds of competition 
each November. She will be judged in the ‘World 
Burger Championships’ after qualifying with a 
grand-place finish in the Cookmore Food Champ 
Challenge-Burger contest with her winning recipe 
for Korean Bulgogi Burgers. She created the burger 
recipe as a tribute to the dish she had years ago in 
South Korea. It is intensely seasoned with a blend 
of savory and spicy Asian ingredients, and topped 
with fresh vegetables.

Ms. Koty, a resident of Stratford, began her 
culinary journey only seven years ago when she 
entered a pie making contest on a whim and 
won. The experience proved to be career altering, 
and she soon became “addicted to cooking and 
competing.” The stakes are high for her in Las 
Vegas with $10,000 for each category winner and 
the chance to become the overall World Food 
Champion and receive a $100,000 prize.

Ms. Koty has been a chef at Masonicare at 
Newtown’s assisted living community, Lockwood 
Lodge, since February of 2014. She’s a member of 
the culinary team who work around the clock to 
provide three nutritious and tasty meals a day to 

the residents. Everyone at Masonicare wishes her 
good luck in this exciting adventure.

Chef from Masonicare at Newtown  
in World Food Championships

Carol koty

Robert A. Schroeder ............................................................... Acacia 85
Joseph A. Berke ....................................................... America-St. John's 8
Joseph Gulish ......................................................... America-St. John's 8
Richard A. Dennis ............................................................ Bay View 120
Francis C. LaPlante Sr....................................................... Bay View 120
George Blahun ................................................................... Brainard 102
Domenic F. Conte ............................................................Corinthian 63
Walter A. Hessinger ..........................................................Corinthian 63
Joseph E. Vysata ................................................................Corinthian 63
Andrew S. Cohen .......................................................Cosmopolitan 125

Walter R. Kenney ............................................................. Day Spring 30
Raymond M. Monterosso ............................................... Day Spring 30
John H. Alexander ................................................................. Federal 17
Carl A. Geary ......................................................................Harmony 42
Richard A. Werner ....................................................................Hiram 1
Donald G. Allan .................................................................Jerusalem 49
Dean E. Bunnell ................................................................... Putnam 46
Robert E. Krodel ...................................................Somerset-St. James 34
James A. Wood .....................................................Somerset-St. James 34
Robert E. Goodwin ..............................................................Trumbull 22

We offer our condolences to the families and friends of these brothers
who have been called by the grand architect of the universe.

Called to the Celestial Lodge

On Thursday, October 16, at 5:30 p.m., at Masonicare at Newtown, Nancy Petrosky, 
BSN, clinical hospice supervisor, will a present a program entitled  “Healthcare 
Decisions Shouldn’t be Confusing.” 

Ms. Petrosky, who has a Bachelor’s Degree in nursing and education, will discuss 
topics about healthcare and hospice such as advance directives, guidelines for Medicare 
and Medicaid, and the difference between homecare and hospice.

The free program will begin with a presentation and time for questions, followed by 
a complimentary light supper. Reservations are required, so please call the Masonicare 
HelpLine at 888-679-9997 by Monday, October 13, to reserve your space.

The presentation will be held at Masonicare at Newtown, 139 Toddy Hill Road, 
Newtown. Masonicare provides educational programs for adults and caregivers as a 
public service to the community.

Lunch & Learn
“Healthcare Decisions 
Shouldn’t be Confusing”

 We restore and beautify ugly and worn out concrete patios, 
walkways, driveways pool decks, stairs and even inside floors. 
Choose from a wide selection of colors, textures and designs.

We bring beauty to worn out and dull concrete! 

Call Brian at 203-445-6003 
for a Free Estimate or email Brian@ctresurface.com •  (HIC0639773)

www.ctresurface.com

        The law offices of

   ALLINSON & 
   ASSOCIATES, LLC
      • Probate, Wills, Trusts, Estate and Elder Law  
         Medicaid, Special Needs Trusts, Disability

      • Auto and Personal Injury 

                            Walling ford, Connecticut
      
        TEL (203) 871-3964   •   WWW.ALLINSONASSOCIATES.COM     •    FAX  (203) 987-3964

        The law offices of

   ALLINSON & 
   ASSOCIATES, LLC
 

      • Auto and Personal Injury 

      • Probate, Wills, Trusts, Estate and Elder Law  
         Medicaid, Special Needs Trusts, Disability

                            Walling ford, Connecticut
      
        TEL (203) 871-3964   •   WWW.ALLINSONASSOCIATES.COM     •    FAX  (203) 987-3964
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Information to be included in York Rite Opportunities must be submitted by 
the 10th of the preceding month to the Grand Secretary/Recorder, Charles B. 
Fowler, 525 Stillwater, Windsor, CT 06095-3842 or yrctramrsm@yahoo.com. 
NOTE: All dates and visitations are subject to change without notice. 

(ME) Most Excellent
Grand High Priest 
(MP) Most Puissant 
Grand Master
(RE) Right Eminent 
Grand Commander
(U) Uniform
(F) Formal
(S) Semi-formal
(C) Casual

Friday, October 3, (ME)(MP)(F) Columbia Chapter No. 31 and Lee Council No. 25, Collinsville
Tuesday, October 7, (RE)(U) Washington Commandery No. 1, East Hartford, reception of Right Eminent Grand Commander, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Tuesday, October 7, F Keystone Chapter No. 27, Meriden, Royal Arch degree, 6:00 p.m. dinner
Wednesday, October 8, (ME)(F) Pythagoras Chapter No. 17, East Hartford, inspection, Mark Master degree
Thursday, October 9, (ME)(MP)(F) Rittenhouse Chapter No. 11 and Washington Council No. 6, Darien, Virtual Past Masters and Most Excellent Master degrees
Friday, October 10, (F) Baldwin Chapter No. 13, Stratford, Past Master degree
Saturday, October 11, (MP)(RE) Connecticut York Rite College No. 17, Old Saybrook. 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, October 14, (ME)(F) Franklin Chapter No. 2, New Haven
Tuesday, October 14, (RE)(U) Cyrene Commandery No. 8, Middletown
Tuesday, October 14, (F) Hamilton Council No. 22, Meriden. Royal Master deg
Thursday, October 16, (ME)(MP)(RE)(U) Hamilton Commandery No. 5, Stratford. Knights at Table, 6 pm
Friday, October 17, (RE)(U) New Haven Commandery No. 2, New Haven.
Friday, October 17,-19, (ME)(MP)(F) Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Massachusetts
Monday, October 20, (RE)(U) St John’s Commandery No. 11, North Windham.
Tuesday, October 21, (RE)(U) Washington Commandery No. 1, East Hartford
Thursday, October 23, (RE)(U) Palestine Commandery No. 6, Preston
Thursday, October 23, (ME)(MP)(U) Trinity Commandery No. 3, Darien, Order of Malta by Hamilton Commandery No. 5
Friday, October 24, F Jerusalem Council No. 16, Stratford. Select Master degree, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Friday, October 24-25, (ME)(MP)(F) Grand York Rite of Maryland
Friday, October 24-26, (RE)(U) Grand Commandery of Massachusetts/Rhode Island
Saturday, October 25, Grand Lodge AF&AM of Connecticut, Lyman Hall High School, Wallingford, 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, October 29, (ME)(MP)(F) Knights of the York Cross of Honour, Branford

FROM MEGHP CHARLES D. O’NEILL
Companions,

“To the doors of the Chapter room comes the 
young Mason, fresh from the Altar of the Symbolic 
Degrees, where he has served due time as an 
Apprentice, wrought therein as a Fellow Craft, and 
now comes bearing the title of Master with the 
working tools in his hand, eagerly seeking more 
light and ready to prove his skill. He knows that 
Capitular Masonry will take him farther into this 
new and interesting science, and he wants to proceed 
and learn.”

As you read the quote above, I hope that all of 
you remember when you first approached the Altar 
of Capitular Masonry. I hope that the Chapter where 
you took your Mark Master Mason degree left a 
lasting impression on your mind, and I hope that 
we are all striving to do the best work for our current 
candidates and like the chisel, leaving a lasting 
impression. I charge everyone who has not reviewed 
the charges and obligations set forth in the Capitular 
degrees to review them and ponder their meanings 
and lessons.

I look forward to my continued visitations both 
in and out of state and being in the company of 
friends new and old.

FROM MPGM CHARLES A. McCOLLUM
Companions, we are now fully back at labor and 

my hope is that each Council has candidates. I hope 
that as the Grand Council officers make their visits they 
are making mention of the various upcoming events, 
including the York Rite Testimonial on November 15.

I continue to try and fill the many vacancies in 
our Grand Representatives so I encourage any of you 
with a desire to communicate with and perhaps visit 
our sister jurisdictions to contact me and see if any of 
the openings work for you. Each of the Grand Council 
officers will have the list of vacancies during their visits.

During each Grand Council officer visit, including 
my own, a formal discussion of the two-year term for 
Grand Council officers will be held and your input 
earnestly solicited. This discussion can be done during 
the assembly or afterward during fellowship, but it 
is important that we as a Grand Council know your 
feelings on this proposal.

FROM REGC WILLIAM A. G. MACKEY
The York Rite Testimonial dinner is on Saturday, 

November 15, at 6:00 p.m. at the Marco Polo 
Restaurant, 1250 Burnside Avenue, East Hartford. 
Honorees include Charles D. O’Neill, MEGHP; 
Charles A. McCollum, MPGM; and William A.G. 

Mackey, REGC. Entrée Choices, at $35 per selection, 
are prime rib of beef; stuffed breast of chicken; broiled 
salmon; eggplant parmesan (vegetarian); or vegetarian 
pasta.

Reservation deadline is November 8. Please 
mail your payment and dinner selections to: Charles 
A. McCollum, 71 Eunice Parkway, Stratford, CT 
06615-6647,check payable to York Rite Coordinating 
Committee.

A Masonic Family Holiday Country Dance Party is 
on Saturday, December 6 at 7:00 p.m. at the New Haven 
Masonic Temple. This is a fundraiser for Connecticut 
DeMolay and Connecticut Rainbow, sponsored by the 
Grand Commandery. Dress is festive casual. Tickets 
are $10 per person/$15 per couple; $5 for those under 
18 years of age but free to Connecticut DeMolay and 
Connecticut Rainbow. Railroad Bill Barr will play a mix 
of country, barn dance, and popular dance music. He 
will also teaching and calling the dances. All dances 
will be easy to do. Light refreshments, chips, pretzels, 
popcorn, cookies, cake, and beverages will be served. 
Please feel free to bring an item to share.

Make  reservations and check payable by 
November 24, to Clyde Kayser, 19 Adelaide Avenue, 
Waterbury, CT 06708-2134. Tickets will be held at the 
door.

November 4, RE at Washington Commandery No. 1, East Hartford
November 4, ME at Keystone Chapter No. 27, Meriden
November 5, ME at Halleck Chapter No. 44, Madison
November 8, Grand Lodge Ladies at Table, Hartog Center, Wallingford
November 11, Cyrene Commandery No. 8, Meriden, inspection, Order of the 
Temple
November 13, ME at Cyrus-Meridian Chapter No. 15, Torrington
November 14, Baldwin Chapter No. 13, Stratford, Most Excellent Master 
degree
November 14, Palestine Commandery No. 6, Preston, inspection, Illustrious  
Order  of  the  Red  Cross
November 15, York Rite Testimonial Dinner, Restaurant, 1250 Burnside 
Avenue, East Hartford, 6:00 p.m.

November 18, Washington Commandery No. 1, East Hartford, inspection, 
Order of the Temple
November 19, ME at Columbia Chapter No. 31, Collinsville
November 20, Hamilton Commandery No. 5, Stratford, inspection, Order of 
the Temple
November 21, New Haven Commandery No. 2, New Haven, inspection, Order 
of the Temple, Din 6:15 p
November 22, Nathan Hale Council No. 78, Allied Masonic Degrees and 
Connecticut  College Societas Rosicruciana in Civitatibus Fœderatis, East 
Hartford, 9:30 a.m.
November 30, St Johns Commandery No. 11 and Palestine Commandery No. 
6, North Windham, Christmas observance, 2:30 p.m. potluck dinner
December 12, Baldwin Chapter No. 13, Stratford, Royal Arch degree

COMING UP:
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Entered Apprentice Degrees
Monday, October 6, Federal No. 17, 
Watertown, 6:30 p.m. potluck dinner
Wednesday, October 1, Estuary No. 43, 
Old Saybrook, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Wednesday, October 1, Cosmopolitan 
No. 125, New Haven, inspection
Monday, October 6, Federal No. 17, 
Watertown, 6:30 p.m. dinner, Junior 
Warden Bill Bulman Sr. in the East 
Thursday, October 9, Hiram No. 1, New 
Haven, officer step-up night, inspection
Thursday, October 9, Housatonic No. 61, 
North Canaan, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Tuesday, October 14, Composite No. 28, 
Suffield, 6:30 p.m. dinner, inspection
Tuesday, October 14, Village No. 29, 
Collinsville, 6:30 p.m. dinner, Junior 
Warden in the East
Tuesday, October 21, St. Peter's No. 21, 
New Milford, 6:30 p.m. dinner, inspection 
Monday, October 27, Anchor No. 112, 
East Hampton, 6:30 p.m. dinner

fellowcraft Degrees
Thursday, October 2, Friendship Tuscan 
No. 145, Manchester, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Monday, October 20, Federal No. 17, 
Watertown, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Wednesday, October 15, Hiram No. 18, 
Sandy Hook, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Thursday, October 16, Temple No. 16, 
Cheshire, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Thursday, October 16, Sequin-Level No. 
140, Newington, 6:15 p.m. dinner
Friday, October 17, Wooster No. 10, 
Colchester, 6:30 p.m. dinner, WB Keith 
Wakelee in the East
Monday, October 20, Federal No. 17, 
Watertown, 6:30 p.m. dinner, Senior 
Warden  Bill Bulman Jr. in the East
Monday, October 20, Friendship No. 33, 
Southington, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Monday, October 20, Meridian No. 77, 
Meriden, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Thursday, October 23, Housatonic No. 
61, North Canaan, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Monday, October 27, Annawon No. 115, 
West Haven

Master Mason Degrees
Tuesday, October 7, St. Alban's No. 38, 
Branford, 6:15 p.m. dinner
Wednesday, October 15, Columbia No. 
25, South Glastonbury, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Monday, October 20, Wyllys-St. John's No. 
4, East Hartford, 6:30 p.m. dinner
Thursday, October 23, Temple No. 65, 
Westport
Tuesday, October 28, Brainard No. 102, 
Niantic, 6:30 p.m. dinner, 8th District 
Masters night 

Craft at Labor…

Masonicare at Ashlar Village has been awarded a Five-Year Re-accreditation by the 
international accrediting body, CARF-CCAC (Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation 
Facilities – Continuing Care Accreditation Commission). This accreditation decision 
represents the highest level of accreditation that can be awarded to an organization and shows 

the organization’s substantial 
conformance to the CARF–
CCAC standards.

By pursuing and achieving 
accreditation,  Masonicare at 
Ashlar Village has demonstrated 
that it meets international 
standards for quality and 
is committed to pursuing 
excellence in its independent living, assisted living and long-term care 
communities. An organization receiving a Five-Year Term of Accreditation has 
put itself through a rigorous peer review process. It has demonstrated to a team 
of surveyors during an on-site visit its commitment to offering programs and 
services that are measurable, accountable, and of the highest quality.

“We take pride in displaying this Certificate of Accreditation as a symbol of 
our unwavering dedication to our residents and their quality of life,” notes Hilde 
Sager, executive director of residential living at Masonicare. “This achievement 
also represents the strong partnership and teamwork of our board, staff and 
residents.” 

The Continuing Care Accreditation Commission (CCAC) was founded 
in 1985 as the nation’s only accrediting body for continuing care retirement 
communities and similar organizations. In 2003, CCAC merged with CARF, a 
nonprofit accreditor founded in 1966 that serves a wide range of human service 
organizations.

 

MAN Helps Out 
the Red Cross

An American Red Cross blood drive 
was held at Masonicare at Newtown on 
Thursday, September 4th. There was a 
wonderful turnout with 28 volunteers 
signing up to donate. Traditionally, the 
summer months create an increased 
shortage of blood as people go on 
vacations, etc. We were happy to lend 
a hand to help in rebuilding the much 
needed blood supply in Connecticut.

The Red Cross Bloodmobile visited Masonicare 
at Newtown to help supply the urgent need 
for blood.

Masonicare at Ashlar Village 
Receives 5 Year Re-accreditation

Masonicare at Ashlar Village staff and residents celebrated 
MAV’s re-accreditation by CARF-CCAC on September 12. 
Board Chairman Bro. David Gessert and executive director 
of residential living Hilde Sager celebrate with the framed 
certificate.
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Craft at Refreshment…
Wednesday, October 1, Ansantawae No. 
89, Milford, 7:00 p.m., Orange Ale House, 
food and fellowship 
Thursday, October 2, Bay View No. 120, 
Niantic, 8:00 a.m. district breakfast at 
Groton Townhouse Restaurant 
Thursday, October 2, Sequin-Level No. 
140, Newington, 6:15 p.m. Table Lodge 
Friday, October 3, Wooster No. 10, 
Colchester, 6:30 p.m., RW Roger Cole: 
"Journeying the Wayfaring Path" 
Friday, October 3, Friendship No. 33, 
Southington,  
Friday, October 3, Philosophic Lodge of 
Research, Cromwell, RW Roger Cole: "The 
Wayfaring Man"
Saturday, October 4, Friendship No. 33, 
Southington, Apple Harvest Festival 
Saturday, October 4, Morning Star No. 47, 
Seymour, 9:00 a.m., 3rd annual "Pounding 
the Pavement for Pink" 5K run
Saturday, October 4, Unity No. 148, New 
Britain, Carl Ek Table Lodge
Sunday, October 5, Frederick-Franklin No. 
14, Plainville, 8:30 a.m. Master's roundable  
and breakfast
Sunday, October 5, Friendship No. 33, 
Southington, Apple Harvest Festival 
Sunday, October 5, St. Alban's No. 38, 
Branford, 9:00 a.m., Defeat ALS Walk, 
Lighthouse Park, New Haven
Monday, October 6, Wyllys-St. John's No. 
4, Newington, WB Justin Duffy: "Sacred 
Ritual: an Esoteric Examination of Masonic 
Ritual, Part 2 - Lodge Closings"
Monday, October 6, Friendship No. 33, 
Southington, 6:30 p.m. dinner, awards night
Monday, October 6, Meridian No. 77, 
Meriden, 6:30 p.m. dinner, awards night
Thursday, October 9, Temple No. 65, 
Westport, 7:00 p.m., whisky night 
Thursday, October 9, Corinthian No. 63, 
North Haven, 8:00 a.m. Fellowcraft Club 
breakfast, State St. Café, North Haven
Friday, October 10, Friendship No. 33, 
Southington, Apple Harvest Festival 
Friday, October 10, Friendship Tuscan 
No. 145, Manchester, USA/Ecuador soccer, 
Rentschler Field, East Hartford, man the 
refreshment stand
Saturday, October 11, Hiram No. 1, New 

Haven, 1:00 p.m., annual chili cook-off
Saturday, October 11, Columbia No. 25, 
South Glastonbury, 6:00 p.m., Cellar Secrets 
wine tasting
Saturday, October 11, Friendship No. 33, 
Southington, Apple Harvest Festival 
Sunday, October 12, Friendship No. 33, 
Southington, Apple Harvest Festival 
Sunday, October 12, Widow's Son No. 66, 
Branford, Apple Harvest Festival 
Sunday, October 12, Corinthian No. 63, 
North Haven, 11:00 a.m. Columbus Day 
parade 
Monday, October 13, Annawon No. 115, 
West Haven, 6:30 p.m. dinner, widows, 
wives and girlfriends appreciation night
Tuesday, October 14, Brainard No. 102, 
Niantic,, WB Bill Weisert: York Rite Bodies
Wednesday, October 15, Estuary No. 43, 
Old Saybrook, 6:00 p.m. special ladies 
dinner and awards night
Thursday, October 16, Fidelity-St. John's 
No. 3, Fairfield, 6:30 p.m., clothing swap 
Friday, October 17, Philosophic Lodge of 
Research, Newington, 7:15 p.m., Brother 
Shawn Coultier: "Corn, Wine, and Oil"
Saturday, October 18, Composite No. 28, 
Suffield, 6:00 p.m. Oktoberfest festive board
Saturday, October 18, St. Alban's No. 38, 
Branford, 2:00 p.m., family bowling day
Saturday, October 18, Estuary No. 43, Old 
Saybrook, 3:00 p.m. all-you-can-eat pasta 
dinner
Saturday, October 18, Coastal No. 57, 
Stonington, 4:00 p.m. annual pig roast, 
untiled Table Lodge
Saturday, October 18, Corinthian 
No. 63, North Haven, 6:00 p.m. 
Oktoberfest 
Saturday, October 18, Corner Stone-
Quinebaug No. 122, Thompson, 5:00 
p.m. all you can eat steak buffet
Sunday, October 19, Friendship No. 
33, Southington, 6:30 a.m. pancake 
breakfast 
Sunday, October 19, Washington 
No. 81, Cromwell, 9:00 a.m. autumn 
pancake breakfast
Tuesday, October 21, Frederick-
Franklin No. 14, Plainville, education 
by WB Ken Jones 

Wednesday, October 22, Union No. 5, 
Stamford, fellowship night 
Thursday, October 23, Hiram No. 1, New 
Haven, 6:30 p.m. dinner, awards night
Thursday, October 23, Sequin-Level No. 
140, Newington, 6:15 PM, Oktoberfest 
Friday, October 24, Friendship Tuscan 
No. 145, Manchester, 6:00 p.m., Halloween 
party
Saturday, October 25, Hiram No. 1, New 
Haven, 7:00 p.m., family bowling night, 
Amity Lanes, Woodbridge
Saturday, October 25, Putnam No. 46, 
South Woodstock, 6:00 p.m. 17th Annual 
Halloween Table Lodge
Sunday, October 26, Center No. 97, 
Meriden, 8:00 a.m. breakfast
Tuesday, October 28, Composite No. 28, 
Suffield, discussion of lodge budget and vote 
on annual dues 
Wednesday, October 29, Hiram No. 
1, New Haven, 6:30 p.m. dinner, Fourth 
District Blue Lodge Council, Perfect 
Craftsman Degree
Thursday, October 30, Sequin-Level No. 
140, Newington, 6:00 p.m. dinner, Fifth 
District Blue Lodge Council 
Friday, October 31, Hiram No. 1, New 
Haven, RW Bro Ferrigno resumes the Great 
Northern Chupacobra Hunt
Friday, October 31, Wooster No. 10, 
Colchester, 6:00 p.m., Halloween party
Friday, October 31, Friendship Tuscan No. 
145, Manchester, UConn/UCF football, 
Rentschler Field, East Hartford

Dee’s ANTIQUes
EXPERIENCED ANTIQUE DEALER WILL BUY

Collectibles, China, Old Furniture, Paintings, Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Clocks, Books, and Picture Frames

estates Liquidated and Purchased Outright
estate and Insurance Appraisals

Over 40 years of Experience
Call: Thomas spratta (203) 235-8431

600 West Main street, Meriden, CT 06450

Activities for 
Lodge at Labor and Lodge at Refreshment

are taken from calendars on lodge websites.
Please visit the lodge websites for updates and more information.
For a directory of all lodge websites visit www.ctfreemasons.net
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Masonic FaMily 
boosters

Acacia No. 85 ...................................... Greenwich 
America-St. John’s No. 8 .......................Stratford
Annawon No. 115 .....................West Haven
Ashlar No. 332 ..................................Wallingford
Center No. 97 ..........................................Meriden
Coastal No. 57 .................................... Stonington
Columbia No. 25 ....................South Glastonbury
Compass No. 9 ..................................Wallingford
Connecticut Masonic Scouters .............................
Connecticut York Rite College .............................
Cosmopolitan No. 125 .......................New Haven
Daytime Lodge No. 144 ........................Stratford
Estuary No. 43 ................................ Old Saybrook
Evening Star No. 101 ........................... Unionville
Federal No. 17 ...................................Watertown
Friendship Tuscan No. 145 ............... Manchester
Garibaldi Masonic Club .........................Stratford
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons .....................
Grand Commandery Knights Templar ................
Granite No. 119 ......................................Haddam
Harmony No. 67 ..............................New Canaan
Hejaz Grotto ......................................New Haven
Hiram No. 18 ..................................... Sandy Hook
Ionic No. 110 ..............................North Windham
Ivanhoe No. 107 ........................................Darien
King Solomon’s Lodge No. 7 .............. Woodbury
Madison No. 87 ......................................Madison
Manchester No. 73 ........................... Manchester
Masonic Club of New London .............................
Meridian No. 77 ......................................Meriden
Montgomery No. 13 .............................. Lakeville
MP Grand Council R&SM  ....................................
National Camping Travelers ..........New England
Putnam No. 46 .........................South Woodstock
Sequin-Level No. 140  ........................ Newington
Somerset-St. James No. 34 ...................... Preston
Sphinx Omar Shrine Club .................. Newington
St. Luke’s No. 48 ........................................... Kent
St. Paul’s No. 11 .................................... Litchfield
Temple No. 65 ........................................Westport
Travelers Woods of New England .......................
Turkey Day Trot 5K ................................Stratford
Union No. 40 ...........................................Danbury
Uriel No. 24 ..............................................Merrow
Valley No. 36 .......................................... Simsbury
Valley of Hartford, AASR .....................................
Valley of New Haven, AASR ................................
Village No. 29 ..................................... Collinsville
Warren No. 51 ........................................Portland
Washington No. 81 .............................. Cromwell
Widow’s Son No. 66 .............................. Branford
Wooster No. 10 ....................................Colchester

Those names in bold are new or renewing 
Boosters. Thank you for your support.

Make checks payable to: Grand Lodge Publications • PO Box 250 • Wallingford, CT  06492

be a booster 

Name or Lodge ______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

Town _______________________________________________________________  

State _____________________________  Zip  _____________________________

o  Masonic Family Booster
 $60 listing for 11 issues

o  Individual Booster     
    $25 listing for 11 issues

o  Grand Booster
 More than $25                    

thank you for contributing 
more than $25

A. Harry W. Olsen, Jr.
Adrian E. Offinger
Alton L. Maclachland
Alvin J. MacBrien
Anderson H. Ziedler, Jr.
Andrew G. Weimann, II
Anthony F. Keegan
Arthur F. Thorsen
Arthur R. Tinsz
Aubrey V. Fisher
Benjamin A. Isaacson 
Bradford H. Ross
Carleton L. Quint
Christiana C. Dean 
Cleveland P. Huggins III
Clifford T. Kearney
Clyde D. Eidson
Dagobert F. Pfeiffer
David Cheney
David A. Gessert
David J. Herbert
David P. Hocking

David C. Toomey, Jr.
David B. Urban
Donald W. Dean
Donald C. Goss
Donald H. Hasbrouck
Douglas T. Barrett
Dwight C. Mertens
Eric H. Hoy
Frank A. Forzano
Frank H. Lesco
Gail N. Smith
George R. Churchill
George D. Moore
George A. Stickels
Gerald F. Thompson
Grant L. Brown
Harold S. Curtis
Howard E. Brown
Howard W. Orr, Jr.
I. William Clark
James J. Fahy
James E L’hernault

James T. McWain
James A. Nankin
Jesse L. Maghan
In Memory of:
 John F. Blersch, Sr.
John A. Novack
John B. Sterry
John A. Sturges, Jr.
Joseph P. Vollrath
Lawrence S. Elsner
Lee J. Page
Leonard F. D’Amico
Leonard W. Finegold
Lester A. Culver, Jr.
Lewis W. Pennell
Lowell H. Cantor
Lyman J. McWain
Maitland E. Hudson
Martin C. Evensen
Melvin J. Levy
Michael D. Baker
Michael G. Fitting

Paul K. Edman
Paul F. Blake
Ralph K. Evans
Raymond E. Moore
Richard A. Arndt
Richard W. Bogart
Robert W. Adams
Robert J. Furce
Robert F. Kirschner
Robert C. MacLellan
Robert MacQuarrie
Robert F. Polito, Jr.
Rudolph Gaydos
Scott A. Mantz
Shane Dufresne
Steven C. Aldi
Thomas H. Wells
Warren W. Thompson
William A. Brinley, Jr.
William G. Hillman
William J. Charamut
William R. McDonald

 

inDiViDUal boosters thank you for 
contributing $25

Al D. Croxall
Alan B. Collinge
Alan N. Knofla
Albert W. Redway II 
Alfred R. Kirschner
Allen Bulmer
Alton L. Maclachlan
Alvin J. MacBrien
Arthur H. Carlstrom
Arthur M. Pugh, Sr.
Austin P. Geer
B. Holt Whatley
Bernard H. Allen
Carl H. Brown
Carl J. Mossberg
Charles M. Gilman
Charles P. Keating
Charles C. Maxson
Charles B. Ricker
Dale E. Sweet
Donald G. Berry
Donald N. Hentz
Donald Maehlenbrock
E. Clifford Hill
Edgar J. Wood
Edna McCraw
Edward Jevarjian
Edward Paradise
Eugene E. Lagasse
F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr.
Frank J. Godwin, Jr.
Fred W. Nanamaker, Jr. 

Frederick H. Russell
Fridolf J. Rusgaitis
Gary W. Arseneau
Gary E. Cohen
Gary A. Littlefield
George W. Coulston 
George M. Krause
George M. Leaman
Gerhardt F. Schenck
Guy M. Touma
Harmon L. Andrews
Harmon E. Corey
Henry O. Felie
Herbert W. Hope, Jr.
Herman J. Tulin
Ivan N. Finkle
Jack H. Stevens
James H. Landry
James A. Lociciero
James L. Perkins
James R. Savickas
James F. Standish
Jerry G. Olson
John Bashar
John Butterworth, Jr.
John R. Kincade
John P. Lukens
John P. Mandly
John E. Pinkney
John G. Radeach 
John M. VanKirk
Joseph J. Howard

Judd S. Blaze
Karl W. Garms
Kenneth W. Lewis
Kevin H. Matsil
Kevin McWain
Laurence W. Howe
Lawrence H. Anvik
Lemuel G. Johnson, Jr.
Leon F. Smith, Jr.
Louis O. House IV
Louis Vander Eyk
Lowell H. Cantor
Mark E. Furber
Mario L. Accornero
Martin L. Rudnick
Michael S. Shear
Miles E. Cochran, Jr. 
Newton Holbrook
Nils S. Larson
Orin H. Stark
Paul S. Willey
Peter J. Hunt
Peter H. Stevens
Raymond T. Barker
Raymond H. Christopher Jr.
Ray N. Cooley, Jr.
Raymond J. Dolyak
Raymond P. Fricano
Rebecca H. Schoeck
Richard Bauman
Richard R. Brabner
Richard R. Brancifort

Richard S. DiNardo
Richard E. Ruot
Robert A. Colbourn
Robert W. Harriman
Robert B. Burden
Robert C. Peck
Robert A. Simon
Rodney A. Spooner
Roger Jackson
Roger Knickerbocker
Roy L. Smith
Samuel B. Walker
Sandie Greene
Sandra D. Knotts
Sandra E. Osten
Scott T. Sherrick
Simon R. LaPlace
Sprague Vigus 
Stanley S. Sheldon, Jr.
Stanley T. House
Stephen B. McPherson
Stephen M. Thal
Sven Svensen
Theodore R. Hespeler
Thomas M. Gutner
Timothy R. Armstrong
William F. Clark
William G. Demetriades
William H. Flagg
William L. Greene
William E. Lehr, Jr.
William Welsh, Jr.

GranD boosters
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The Last Word…
Freemasonry was never meant to be easy. One of our problems 

is that we avoid telling a new candidate he will have to give up his 
time, perhaps his money, and  certainly work hard learning lectures 
or at least some memorization. How can we make something 
attractive if we have to describe the difficulties involved? Why 
would someone want to work at something during a time for 
relaxation?

Those who do work and learn ritual, become part of the line 
of officers or participate in lodge events find enjoyment and 
fulfillment. For all the "labor" of the work, there is a sense of 
accomplishment and satisfaction in the self-discipline they have 
achieved. This comes with a realization that they have actually 
become the “better man.”

But the labor doesn't ever stop. Maintaining what you have 
become is often more difficult. Staying on top is more difficult 
than getting there. The struggle is not over when success has been 
achieved.

Three sentences I've thought to comprise a Masonic slogan 
have been: "Be a better man"; "Be a Mason"; and "Be a Better 
Mason."

When we talk to non-Masons at our Open House this October 
18, we should advise them they have the opportunity to "Be a 

Better Man." We see 
this challenge with 
other organizations 
like the Army who 
dare one to "Be All 
That You Can Be." 
The Marine Corps 
asks, "Do you have 
what it takes to be a 
leader?" The military 
offers a fraternal 
tie. Many who are 
discharged say what 
they miss the most is 
the brotherhood they 
found in the military. 
That is what we offer 
to men; fraternalism.

"Be a Mason" 
offers to both the 
uninitiated and the 
Mason the challenge 
to act according 
to principles that 
might be considered 
old fashioned and 
outdated. We're used 
to everything being 
new and modern. 
Don't we live in a 
society where what's 
new is best, and what 
appeals to the young 
is the most desirable? 
When we say Masonry 

is the “oldest and largest” are we 
really appealing to someone who 
doesn’t  want to be considered 
old and overweight? We need to 
make sure the message is that 
a tradition of honesty, respect, 
and charity has value in a world 
that has seemed to forget those 
standards of conduct. The appeal 
of those principles is what has made 
Freemasonry profoundly attractive to so many world-wide for 
so long.

"Be a Better Mason;" now comes the hard part. You can first be 
a better man, then be a Mason, but now you have to maintain a 
level of  behavior to prove you have really learned the lessons of 
your craft. From the three great duties of the Entered Apprentice 
we are charged to give respect to our Creator, our neighbor and 
ourselves. They are not merely for the initiated but for us, the 
raised, as well. "In your outward demeanor, be particularly careful 
to avoid censure or reproach," to keep "... the world at large 
convinced of its good effects."

Our duties  as an Entered Apprentice are not dismissed in our 
passing to the second degree when the following is charged: "Our 
laws and regulations you are strenuously to support" and not 
"to palliate or aggravate the offenses of your brethren; but in the 
decision of every trespass against our rules you are to judge with 
candor, admonish with friendship, and reprehend with justice." 
As a Mason it is not easy to put these words into action. We are 
judged by our deeds, as well as how we stand by our values. We are 
always Fellow Crafts. 

Masonry is not all dinners and fun. Masonry is hard work. 
It's hard to keep promises, deal with human issues, and handle 
disappointments. The standards we set for ourselves as Master 
Masons don't allow us to avoid the realities of life, but hopefully, 
incorporate how to react in a Masonic manner. Being a Master 
Mason doesn't let us evade our responsibilities or those of our 
brothers. "To preserve the reputation of the fraternity unsullied 
must be your constant care; and for this purpose it is your province 
to recommend to your inferiors obedience and submission; to 
your equals, courtesy and affability; to your superiors, kindness 
and condescension." 

This is not easy. Frustrations become disappointments, and 
disappointments become discouragements. We must never let 
those discouragements make us disillusioned. Our Fraternity is 
composed of the high and the low. “Suffice it to say that what you 
have seen praiseworthy in others, you should carefully imitate, and 
what, in them, may have appeared defective, you are in yourselves 
to amend.” The opposite of love is not hate, it is indifference.

My best times in Masonry are in lodge with my brothers. Let it 
be yours as well.

Fraternally,

Simon R. LaPlace
Most Worshipful Grand Master

My son, Julian, affiliated with Hancock-
Dirigo-Adelphi Lodge No. 23 in New 
York City. They meet in the impressive 
Doric Room. I didn’t know if his brothers 
believed him when he said his father was 
Grand Master so I decided to show up for 
a meeting. Their kindness and courtesies 
have definitely earned them a return visit. 
I am proud to be able to say, “I sat in lodge 
with my son.”
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Masonicare’s Continuum of Services
Masonicare’s affiliates throughout Connecticut offer a continuum of care with outstanding programs and services available 
to you and your family. Keep this handy list of services and phone numbers to find help whenever you need it. Referrals 
welcome statewide. Open to all.

www.masonicare.org 090514

General Information Services 
Information, Home Visits

The Masonicare HelpLine 
Masonicare Community Services (statewide)

1-888-679-9997
1-800-982-3919

Short-term Physical Rehabilitation, 
Skilled Nursing (long-term care),
Dementia and Alzheimer’s Care

Masonicare Health Center (Wallingford) 
Masonicare at Newtown (Newtown)

203-679-5901
203-364-3211

Acute Care (Hospital Care for Seniors) Masonicare Health Center (Wallingford) 203-679-5901

Home Health (statewide) Masonicare Home Health & Hospice
Masonicare Partners Home Health & Hospice

(Information) 800-528-6664  
(Intake) 888-482-8862

Hospice Care (home)
Hospice Care (inpatient)

Masonicare Home Health & Hospice and
Masonicare Partners Home Health & Hospice

(Intake) 888-482-8862

Personal Care Attendants and 
Homemakers

Masonicare at Home (private pay, 
personal care, live-in care)

203-679-5888

Outpatient Services Masonicare Health Center (Wallingford)
   Audiology/Hearing and Balance Rehabilitation
   Gastroenterology Services and Other Specialists
   Masonicare’s Pathways (geriatric assessment)
   Occupational, Physical, Speech, & Swallowing Therapy
Masonicare at Newtown (Newtown)
   Occupational, Physical, Speech, & Swallowing Therapy

203-679-5959
203-679-5902
203-679-6370
203-679-6909

203-364-3151

Independent Living
   (over-55)

Masonicare at Ashlar Village (CCRC, Wallingford)
Masonicare Health Center (over-55 apartments,
 Wallingford)
Masonicare at Mystic (Mystic)

800-382-2244
888-679-9997

860-543-4529

Assisted Living 
   (including Memory Care)

Masonicare at Ashlar Village (Wallingford)
Masonicare at Newtown, Lockwood Lodge (Newtown) 
Masonicare at Mystic (Mystic)

800-382-2244
203-364-3179
860-543-4529

Residential Care Home Leslie G. Wright Residence (Wallingford) 888-679-9997

Physician Practice Masonicare Primary Care Physicians (Wallingford) 203-265-0355

Psychiatric Services and 
Behavioral Health

Masonicare Behavioral Health (Outpatient, 
Wallingford)
Acute Psychiatric Care (Inpatient, Masonicare Health 
Center, Wallingford)

203-265-5720
 

203-679-5901

Charitable Contributions The Masonic Charity Foundation of Connecticut 800-562-3952




