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Nutmegger Reunions – A Week in Florida
Debbi and I spent a week in Florida driving from one side of the 

state to the other visiting Masonic brothers and their families, to keep 

our Florida brothers apprised of the changes taking place in Connecticut 

Masonry, especially those changes taking place at Masonicare.. The trip 

wasn't a vacation. I didn't see Mickey Mouse, didn't go to the beach, or 

swim in a pool.

RW Carl Anderson, Masonicare's vice-president for mission 

effectiveness, met us at the Orlando airport on Saturday, March 1, and 

drove us to Ocala. We had dinner at Bentley’s Restaurant in Dunnellon 

with Past Grand Master Norm Getchell and his wife Barbara, along with 

Brother Bob Strom and his wife Kyoko.

MW Norm looked great and is anticipating attending our Grand 

Lodge session in April. Bro. Bob is a member of Wyllis-St. John's Lodge 

No. 4, which is meeting in East Hartford now that the West Hartford 

building has been sold. He talked about laying the beautiful parquet 

fl oor in the lodge hall, a "few" years ago.

I mentioned that Brother Justin Duffy sent me a photo of the original 

handwritten by-laws of Wyllis Lodge No. 99 that were found in a trunk  

behind a trap door while cleaning out the old building. Brother Strom 

said, "Sure. I put them there."

The next day MW Norm gave us a tour of Ocala including Florida 

horse country seeing sites such as Kinsman Stable which is the 

Steinbrenner Ranch, and the Ocala International Airport which is 

prominent in shipping horses. We stopped by Marion-Dunn Lodge 

No. 19, MW Norm's adopted lodge. Before lunch, we stopped at Quiet 

Oakes Assisted Living Center to see MW John Gonsalves who was alert 

and happy to see us. Lunch was graciously hosted by Norm and Barbara 

Getchell at their home  when they bid us adieu, we left for the three 

hour drive to our hotel at Vero Beach.

We dined that evening on the waterfront at the Ocean Grill where 

the group was completed by Bros. Steve McPherson and Howie Orr. 

The fi ve of us arrived the next morning at the Vero Beach Hotel and 

Spa for a presentation of Masonicare's plans the will cover the next 

fi ve years.

Steve talked about the 18-acre Mystic project, due to break ground 

shortly and completed next year, bringing an Ashlar Village-style 

independent and assisted living residence to Southeastern Connecticut. 

He also described the 107 acres Masonicare bought in Oxford and how 

that residential project should be ready a year after Mystic. Also in the 

pipeline is 43-acres in Mansfi eld that may fi nally be getting an adequate 

water supply.

A photo was taken with the ocean as a backdrop. After the reunion 

we  traveled across "Alligator Alley"to Naples, 180 miles, and had dinner 

at "Flava," one of the best meals of the trip!

Tuesday's reunion took place at the Olde Cypress Club in Naples 

hosted by Bro. David P. Hocking and his lady Ann. My Estuary Lodge 

Worshipful Master Jonathan Stein and Junior Warden/treasure hunter Josh Lewkowicz-

Fort hold the handwritten by-laws of Wyllis Lodge No. 99.

MW Norm Getchell and me at Norm’s adopted lodge, Marion-Dunn Lodge No. 19, 

Ocala, Florida.

Bro. Steve McPherson had a lot to talk about at his presentation to the Nutmeggers.
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Brother Virgil Williams brought 

his sister Ann. We also saw MW 

Chip Stamm's father and mother, 

Bro. Skip Stamm and Ann Stamm. 

Everyone was very interested in the 

Masonicare presentation. Many of 

the attendees came to the reunions 

regularly because they realized it 

wasn't a fundraising event, and 

there was news each year, not a 

repeat of the same presentation.

After lunch we traveled 120 

miles to Sarasota. Dinner was to 

be at St.. Armand’s Circle and we 

got there early to wander around 

the shops. Crossing the causeway 

we noticed a traffi c jam leaving 

the island. St. Armand’s Circle 

was celebrating Mardi Gras with 

all the trappings of N’Orleans. We 

followed the parade and enjoyed 

the partygoers. Our dinner was at 

Columbia Restaurant where they 

even had vegan paëlla much to 

Debbi’s delight.

The weather puts a smile on everyone’s face in Naples.

Although the Nutmeggers all reside in Florida, they seemed delighted to watch the ocean.

Skip and Ann Stamm

“Uncle Howie” the Piano Playing Pachyderm.The Mardi Gras parade went all  he way around St. Armand’s Circle.

One of the revelers in a unique 

paint splatter suit.

… continued on page 15
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DATE EVENT ATTIRE PUBLIC DINNER 
Wednesday, April 2, 6:30 p.m. Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125, New Haven, Awards night F Y Y
Thursday, April 3, 3:00 p.m. Organizational meeting, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Cromwell, C N N
Sunday, April 6, 1:00 p.m. Apron Seminar, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Cromwell C N Y
Sunday, April 6, 4:30 p.m. Vesper Service, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Cromwell F N Y
Sunday, April 6, 6:00 p.m. Grand Lodge Banquet, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Cromwell F Y Y
Monday, April 7, 9:30 a.m. Grand Lodge Annual Communication F Y N
 Crowne Plaza Hotel, Cromwell
Tuesday, April 8, 5:00 p.m. Grand Lodge offi cers meeting, Wallingford C N Y
Wednesday, April 9, 10:00 a.m. Offi ce Hours, Wallingford
Thursday, April 10, 6:00 p.m. Amaranth Annual Session opening, East Hartford F N Y
Saturday, April 12, 9:00 a.m. AMD/SCRIF, East Hartford S N N 
Saturday, April 12, 6:00 p.m. Amaranth Annual Session, installation, East Hartford F N Y
Tuesday, April 15, 10:00 a.m. Offi ce Hours, Wallingford
Tuesday, April 15, 6:30 p.m. St. Alban's Lodge No. 38, Branford, Master Mason Degree F Y N
Wednesday, April 16, 10:00 a.m. Offi ce Hours, Wallingford
Wednesday, April 16, 5:00 p.m. Quality of Life Walk meeting, MHC auditorium, Wallingford C N Y
Thursday, April 17 Past District Deputies Association S Y N
Friday, April 18, 6:30 p.m. Philosophic Lodge of Research, Cromwell F Y N
Tuesday, April 22,10:00 a.m. Offi ce Hours, Wallingford
Tuesday, April 22, 5:00 p.m. Grand Lodge offi cers meeting, Wallingford C N Y
Wednesday, April 23,10:00 a.m. Offi ce Hours, Wallingford
Wednesday, April 23, 4:00 p.m. Masonicare By-laws Committee, MHC Boardroom, Wallingford S N N
Thursday, April 24, 6:30 p.m. Hiram Lodge No. 1, New Haven F Y N
 Master Mason Degree
Saturday, April 26, 3:00 p.m. RW Steve Allinson District Deputy Presentation F Y Y
 Hiram Lodge No. 1, New Haven
Sunday, April 27, 1:00 p.m. RW David Berger District Deputy Presentation F Y Y
 Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125, New Haven

GRAND MASTER’S
TRESTLE BOARD

Simon R. LaPlace - April 2014
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Grand Chaplain’s Pulpit Rev. and RW Bro. Bruce R. Bellmore, Grand Chaplain

“Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord”
This morning when I walked out of my 

house the sun was shining, the temperature 

was much warmer than it has been in months 

and the trees in my front yard are starting to 

bud. Spring is fi nally in the air. After what 

has been one of the coldest and stormiest 

winters in recent memory we are reminded 

that the cycle of life continues and we see 

the rebirth of nature that is the wonder of 

springtime.

A recent news article reported that 

Charles Darwin was wrong about the birds 

and the bees. No, I am not going to engage in 

a discussion of evolution versus creationism 

– there are more than enough people fi xated 

on this discussion that I wouldn’t presume 

to interject my thoughts – but wrong about 

his theory concerning birdsong.

Darwin theorized that birdsong was all 

about sexual selection. It was males who did 

the singing, hoping to make female birds 

swoon at hearing the songs thus giving the 

most tuneful males a better chance of handing 

on their genes to the next generation.

Well, it turns out to be not quite like 

that after all, because scientists have now 

discovered that female birds do almost as 

much singing as the males, and it has less to 

do with sexual selection, than with simply 

saying: I’m here.

Perhaps it is because after years of having 

an offi ce without windows I now have an 

offi ce with a window on the fi fth fl oor 

overlooking the city, or perhaps it is after 

experiencing a winter that a friend of mine 

described as the “January that never ended,” 

the return of spring this year feels magical. 

What joy to be greeted by the fi rst harbingers 

of spring: crocuses in the grass, blossoms on 

the trees, and best of all hearing the dawn 

chorus from my bedroom window. Suddenly 

it felt like an epiphany, like all those psalms 

that speak of creation singing a song to the 

creator, and the wonderful words of the last 

psalm of all, praising Him and calling on all 

creation to join in the chorus: 
1Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his 

sanctuary: praise him in the fi rmament of his 

power.
2 Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him 

according to his excellent greatness.
3 Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: 

praise him with the psaltery and harp.
4  Praise him with the timbrel and dance: 

praise him with stringed instruments and organs.

5 Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise 

him upon the high sounding cymbals.
6 Let every thing that hath breath praise the 

LORD. Praise ye the LORD.

I thi nk we miss something essential 

when we take Darwinian selection to be 

more than a law about biology, and turn it 

into a metaphor for life itself, as if all that 

matters is confl ict and the struggle to survive, 

so that love and beauty and even birdsong 

are robbed of their innocence and reduced 

to genetic instincts and drives.

In the ritual for the Fellowcraft Degree, 

we talk about the various seasons and the 

variety of scenes which each season 

calls into view. Too often we become 

distracted by the assault on our senses 

from the modern technological 

world to take a moment to step 

back and let our senses embrace 

the beauty and magnifi cence of the 

natural world. 

Wordsworth was right when he 

spoke about the power of nature’s 

beauty to lift us so “that neither 

evil tongues, 

rash judgments, 

nor the sneers 

of selfi sh men 

… Shall e’er 

prevail against 

us, or disturb our 

cheerful faith, that 

all which we behold 

is full of blessings.” 

Not all is wrong in a world where birds 

sing for the joy of being alive.

God bless!

Bro. Patrick Craddock will 
present a talk on Masonic Aprons 
on Sunday, April 6, 1:00 p.m. 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Cromwell.

He has agreed to inspect and give 
opinions on old Masonic aprons 
and estimate the date and history 
of them. Bring that old apron 
that's been hanging in the lodge 
hall and hear a story about it.

APRONS OF OUR PAST

WB Craddock is a reknown expert on 
Masonic aprons. Patrick Craddock is 

Past Master of Conlegium Ritus Austeri 
No. 779, Nashville, Tennessee, a 32° 

member of the Valley of Nashville, and 
owner of The Craftsman’s Apron, Inc

DEE’S ANTIQUES
EXPERIENCED ANTIQUE DEALER WILL BUY

Collectibles, China, Old Furniture, Paintings, Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Clocks, Books, and Picture Frames

Estates Liquidated and Purchased Outright
Estate and Insurance Appraisals

Over 40 years of Experience
Call: Thomas Spratta (203) 235-8431

600 West Main Street, Meriden, CT 06450
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WB Joe Porco Receives the David Wooster Medal in Silver
by Michael L. Castroll

The fi rst thing we all learn as Masons is 

that we are fi rst made Masons in our hearts. 

WB Joseph James Porco, Hiram Lodge No. 18, 

Sandy Hook, has certainly met that criterion.

At the recent open house at Ashlar of 

Newtown, Most Worshipful Simon R. LaPlace 

bestowed upon him the David Wooster Medal 

in Silver for Eminent Service to Humanity 

"recognizing in all its aspects his work in 

leading Hiram Lodge No. 18 during a time 

of great distress, and their endeavors to aid 

their community of Sandy Hook through the 

tragedy at the Sandy Hook Elementary School, 

and to lend compassion for the surviving 

families by doing all he could to spread the 

appeal for their relief throughout the Masonic 

community."

WB Porco described Newtown before the 

tragedy, “Newtown had always been a picture 

postcard town at holiday time. It was fi lled 

with music and carolers, who made everything 

come to life. Tree lighting in Sandy Hook was 

an annual occurrence.

 “The day after the tragedy, a scheduled 

holiday celebration turned into a quick 

installation of lodge offi cers; a committee 

was formed with one primary mission: to 

express Masonic charity to the families. Upon 

contacting our Grand Lodge, we were granted 

assistance from the Connecticut Freemason 

Foundation. Everything was designated to go 

to the families of the victims.”

Hiram Lodge No. 18, led by their new 

Worshipful Master Porco, responded. 

Certainly, Brother Joe could not have done the 

job himself, but neither could they without 

the leadership he provided. In his own 

assured soft-spoken way, he channeled their 

frustration and anxiousness into a project to 

do good, and he says, "Masonic good."

The committee consisted of MW George S. 

Greytack, RW Tony Neri, 

RW Richard Hubert, Bro. 

Anthony Raiani, as well 

as WB Porco. Many other 

brothers, and their wives 

and children pitched in. 

It was a project carried 

out by the entire Masonic 

family.

The committee 

visited lodges and Blue 

Lodge Councils across 

the state non-stop. They 

asked for donations 

and for the brothers to 

help spread the word of 

the need of the families 

of the victims. Many of 

these families could not 

go to work. They were 

being harassed by news 

media, and were in the 

beginnings of coping 

with the unimaginable. 

Renowned cartoonist, Stephan Pastis the 

creator of the syndicated comic strip, Pearls 

Before Swine, generously donated the print, 

then provided permission to do a run of 250 

Giclée prints. The prints are not being sold, but 

rather presented to individuals who contribute 

a minimum donation of $500 specifi cally to 

The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation; 

ear-marking the funds to Sandy Hook Family 

Relief Fund. As with Hiram Lodge No. 18’s 

initial fundraising efforts, 100% of the funds 

raised will go to the families of the victims of 

the tragedy. 

Individuals interested in making a 

donation or obtaining further information 

must contact Hiram Lodge No. 18’s chaplain, 

Anthony S. Neri who serves on the committee 

for distribution. Anthony can be contacted 

via email or phone at, asneri@aol.com, or 914-

525-1685.

The Connecticut Freemasons Foundation 

is a 501(c)3, not for profi t charitable 

organization. Those making a donation will 

receive a thank you correspondence from the 

foundation acknowledging their gift. 

The prints were made possible by the 

additional generosity of Still River Editions of 

Danbury.

In responding to his being given this 

prestigious award, WB Porco was most humble. 

He said it was the second highest award he 

had ever received; the fi rst being when his wife 

put his wedding ring on his fi nger. He said the 

David Wooster Medal and Certifi cate in Silver 

for service to humanity belonged to the entire 

family of Hiram Lodge No. 18. He just was the 

right brother, at the time his lodge when his 

lodge and his community needed him.

Limited edition prints are sent as an acknowledgement of thanks by Hiram Lodge No.18.

WB Joseph J. Porco holds his David Wooster Medal and Citation 

presented by MW Simon LaPlace. His committee was composed of, from 

left, Anthony Raiani, George Greytak, Richard Hubert, and Tony Neri.



April 2014 Connecticut Freemasons Page 7

Masonicare at Ashlar Village resident 

Peg Boutwell is a proud benefactor of The 

Masonic Charity Foundation of Connecticut, 

the philanthropic affi liate of Masonicare.

Peg and her late husband, Harvey, had 

planned to relocate to Ashlar Village together 

from Cheshire. Unfortunately, Harvey passed 

away in 2006, two years before Peg moved 

here.

Harvey had been an H-O and N-gauge 

model railroad enthusiast. When Peg was 

cleaning out her home in preparation of 

moving to Ashlar Village, she found all of 

Harvey’s track, boxes of kits that he’d built 

and piles of model railroader magazines. At 

fi rst, she wasn’t sure what to do with all of 

it. Then a friend told her about the model 

railroad room at Masonicare Health Center. 

Peg bundled up Harvey’s collection and 

donated it to the room, much to the joy of the 

volunteers and residents who love the hobby 

as much as Harvey did.

“It was so much fun to go over there and 

recognize some of Harvey’s pieces among the 

collection,” she said. “I’m sure he’s smiling.”

He would also be pleased to see how 

Peg has continued a tradition of supporting 

the work of Masonicare. Harvey had been 

giving to the Masonicare Annual Appeal 

and the Holiday Appeal for years. He was a 

Mason, and in fact was Past Master of Blazing 

Star Eureka Lodge No. 11, Concord, New 

Hampshire, where the couple had lived for 

some time. But Harvey never joined a lodge 

in Connecticut. Peg believes that supporting 

the work of Masonicare might have been his 

way of staying connected to the fraternity.

In 2011, Peg funded a charitable gift annuity 

(CGA) with The Masonic Charity Foundation. 

Then, in 2013, Peg named The Foundation 

the benefi ciary of one of her retirement plan 

assets. Having already made provisions for 

loved ones in her will, she found the process 

of gifting the IRA to 

The Foundation to be 

simple. She is also a very 

generous supporter of 

the Masonicare Annual 

Appeal as well as other 

special events of The 

Foundation. She feels 

lucky to be in a position 

to do something to help 

those less fortunate.

“I remember 

attending a function 

of The Foundation,” 

she said, “and this 

lovely gentleman who 

was a long-term care 

resident at Masonicare 

Health Center stood up 

and spoke about how 

much The Foundation 

meant to him. He said 

he’d supported The 

Foundation for years, 

never thinking that one 

day he would benefi t 

from its help as he now 

does. As I listened to 

him, I thought to myself, 

‘Hmm, this is true.’ We 

live in a continuum 

of care where every 

resident is cared for even 

if his or her fi nances run out. It’s nice to know 

that The Foundation can step in and help 

Masonicare residents and patients. That’s why 

I feel strongly about supporting it.”

Peg describes Masonicare as “far and above 

anything else out there in terms of retirement 

living communities” and has made extensive 

use of Masonicare’s healthcare continuum.

“Last summer,” she said, “I used Masonicare 

at Home for a couple of weeks while I was 

recovering from an illness and it couldn’t 

have worked out better. I use Masonicare 

Primary Care Physicians. And having all my 

medical specialists nearby is so convenient. 

The pulmonologist, the 

rheumatologist and others all 

have their offi ce hours down 

at the outpatient clinic at 

Masonicare Health Center.”

When the time comes that 

Peg is no longer able to drive, 

she knows she’ll be able to take Masonicare 

Transportation to all of her medical 

appointments.

“I really, truly, feel like Ashlar Village is 

my home now,” she says. “The people are so 

caring. It’s like one big family. And I suppose 

I think of giving to The Masonic Charity 

Foundation as like helping a relative.”

Your gifts to The Masonic Charity 

Foundation of Connecticut will help create 

“Masonicare Experiences” for others. To fi nd 

out how you can support The Foundation or 

to make a gift, please call 203-679-5555 or 

800-562-3952. You can also donate online at

masonicare.org/mcf. 

“It’s Like One, 
Big Family”

Peg Boutwell

HEJAZ
GROTTO,

M.O.V.P.E.R.

For information contact Secretary Gary Matican,
Membership Chairman at 203 410-9733 

GOOD FELLOWSHIP 
AT ASHLAR VILLAGE

Dinner Meetings • Second Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
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FROM THE DESK OF:

Bro. Stephen B. McPherson
President & CEO of Masonicare 

Masonicare has been 

awarded a $75,000 grant from 

the Connecticut Health and 

Educational Facilities Authority 

(CHEFA) as part of its Client 

Grant Program.

Masonicare is a major 

provider of pre and post-acute 

healthcare in the state, with a 

focus on seniors. The grant from 

CHEFA will go to their statewide 

home health program, funding 

a new type of software 

that assists in the care of 

homebound patients with 

wounds. The product is 

designed by McKesson 

and known as “Wound 

Care Advisor.” It will 

give Masonicare’s visiting 

nurses the ability to more 

accurately and consistently 

monitor a patient’s wounds. 

“With Wound Care Advisor, 

our nurses will be able to 

take hi-res digital pictures 

of a wound, tracking its 

healing and progress, and 

collect other data needed 

for optimal outcomes,” said 

Susan F. Adams, regional 

vice president of Masonicare 

Home Health & Hospice. 

 CHEFA is a quasi-public 

agency created by the state 

legislature to help Connecticut 

healthcare and educational 

institutions, and other not-

for-profi t entities obtain tax-

exempt fi nancing. CHEFA is 

self-sustaining and receives 

no taxpayer funds. For more 

information about CHEFA, visit 

www.chefa.com.

Masonicare is a not-for-

profi t continuum of healthcare 

and retirement living.  In 

addition to Masonicare Home 

Health & Hospice, its affi liates 

include Masonicare Health 

Center and Masonicare at 

Ashlar Village in Wallingford, 

Masonicare at Newtown, 

Masonicare Partners Home 

Health & Hospice, Masonicare 

Primary Care Physicians, 

Masonicare Behavioral Health 

and Masonicare at Home. More 

information is available at www.

masonicare.org.

At the New Haven offi ce of Masonicare Home Health & Hospice to receive 

the CHEFA check were, from left, Stephen McPherson, Masonicare president 

and CEO; Nereida Lugo, Masonicare Home Health clinical supervisor; Jeanette 

Weldon, CHEFA’s managing director; Martha Obando, Masonicare Home 

Health  wound care specialist; David Wasch, CHEFA’s legislative liaison; Susan 

Adams, vice president, Masonicare Home Health; Jon-Paul Venoit, senior vice 

president, residential and community-based services at Masonicare.

Each March, our national advocacy association, LeadingAge, 

holds its annual legislative conference in Washington, D.C. 

It affords the membership an opportunity to discuss federal 

legislation that is benefi cial to our industry or to develop strategies 

to address issues having a negative impact on us. Most often, the 

topic is fi nancial. This year, all of us are dealing with the impact 

of sequestration and other forms of payment reduction. 

On page 10 of February’s issue of Connecticut Freemasons, 

Masonicare’s director of quality, James Judson, discussed quality 

in healthcare. As Jim noted, it’s a complicated but important 

subject. Healthcare providers have various oversight agencies. On 

the federal level, our chief regulator is the Center for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, commonly known as CMS. On the state level, 

it’s the Department of Public Health and the Department of Social 

Services. These agencies use a survey and certifi cation process to 

monitor provider quality. This process is valuable for all parties – 

providers, patients / residents and insurers. Cheryl Phillips, MD, 

senior vice president for advocacy at LeadingAge, recently wrote 

an excellent editorial describing changes our industry would like 

to see to improve the process. These were discussed at length 

last month in Washington. You can read Dr. Phillips’ comments 

yourself at www.leadingage.org/Adverse_Events_in_Skilled_Nursing_

Facilities.aspx If you do so, you can see she is seeking clarity of 

purpose and more transparency to these reviews.

My message to you is this: Healthcare delivery is undergoing 

change at an unprecedented 

pace. This change will continue 

for the foreseeable future. There is 

a lot of discussion in Washington on 

“population health management.” Essentially, 

it’s about moving from a system designed to cure disease to a 

system designed to prevent disease. And it’s this fundamental 

change that’s driving healthcare reform initiatives. 

As a provider, Masonicare is aligning with these changes 

through such initiatives as Masonicare at Home and LiveHome, 

utilizing our expertise in mobile technology, social services 

and custodial care. Contact us at any time to discuss how we 

can help you or a loved one remain home safely. Further, as an 

employer, we transitioned our employees’ medical benefi ts this 

year to a “consumer–driven” model. From wellness activities to 

information on quality and cost comparison, our employees are 

learning to become informed consumers of healthcare. 

All of these changes are exciting, if at times overwhelming. As 

we maneuver through them, please know that Masonicare is here 

for you . 

Sincerely and fraternally, 

Masonicare Receives Grant from CHEFA



April 2014 Connecticut Freemasons Page 9

Connecticut Freemasonry lost a giant 

on Sunday, February 23. Dr. Floyd L Bass, 

of Prince Hall Grand Lodge and a dual 

member of Eastern Star No. 44, North 

Windham, passed to the celestial lodge 

above. Dr. Bass was born in Indiana in 1922. 

He graduated from Indiana State Teachers 

College and taught chemistry at Lemoyne 

College, Alabama State, and CCNY before 

coming to the University of Connecticut to 

become director of black studies.

He was an experienced historian. We 

fi rst met in the 1970's at the wedding of 

my cousin. She was his administrative 

assistant, and in the early 1980's we talked 

about Masonic history (before mutual 

recognition). In 1985, Wooster Lodge 

No. 10, Colchester, had their traditional 

“untyled” cathedral table lodge. He was 

the speaker and attended the table lodge 

with some brothers from Ashlar Lodge of 

Windham. Brother Floyd Bass was a true 

Mason and he will be missed. God speed 

to Brother Bass as he enters that house not 

made with hands eternal in the heavens.

✦ ✦ ✦
Thomas Henry Seymour was made 

a Mason in 1850 in St. John's Lodge No. 

4, Hartford. He was born in Hartford in 

1807 and graduated from Patridge Military 

Academy in Middletown. He entered the 

study of law but never practiced. He was 

admitted to the bar in 1833. His interest 

was politics and military, and he served in 

the 28th Congress (1842). He was a military 

expert and went to Vera Cruz during the 

War with Mexico. He ran for Governor in 

1849 but failed to win election by a small 

number of votes.

He was fi nally seated as Governor when 

the contested election was thrown into 

the hands of the legislature. He holds the 

distinction of being made a Mason while 

serving as governor. His ability to govern 

was proven and he was re-elected twice, this 

when governors were elected for a two year 

term.

President Franklin Pierce appointed 

him as minister to Russia, and Brother 

Seymour enjoyed the diplomatic corps. He 

tried his hand at running for governor in 

1863, but lost. He advanced through the 

York Rite bodies of Hartford. He served 

his lodge as Senior Deacon and was Grand 

Senior Deacon when his move to Russia 

in 1853 caused him to step down. When 

he returned he was elected Commander of 

Washington Commandery No. 1 and served 

several years until his death in 1868. In the 

old Hartford temple on Ann Street, one of 

the stained glass windows was made in 

his honor. 

✦ ✦ ✦
Masonic historians often lament 

about scraps of evidence that may 

indicate that a man was a Mason. In 

the mid 18th century, there were several 

Aaron Burrs, one of whom was Vice 

President of the United States. He is often 

mistaken as being a Mason, but he was 

not. Union Lodge No. 40, Danbury, had 

on its rolls an Aaron Burr, perhaps a distant 

cousin of the famous Burr. Documentation 

by William Boyden in a book entitled 

“Masonic Presidents and Vice Presidents” 

indicate that Aaron Burr received his 

degrees in Union Lodge No. 40, Danbury, 

in the summer of 1806, receiving his Master 

Mason degree on September 13.

During that time, the Vice President was 

living with his family in Pennsylvania and 

was never a resident of the Danbury area. 

His trip westward began in August and in 

September he was in Nashville and 

could not have been in Danbury at 

that time. It is interesting however 

that some will aspire to have Aaron 

Burr, the Vice President, be a Mason.

Governor Jonathan Trumbull 

is sometimes listed as a brother 

because General George Washington 

called him brother. He was not a 

Mason. There were Trumbulls from 

allied families who were Masons but 

the Lebanon Trumbull family (strict 

Congregationalists) 

were never part of the 

Masonic fraternity.

✦ ✦ ✦
Brigadier General 

James Lawson 

Kemper was 40 when 

he was at the Battle of 

Gettysburg. He was 

a native of Virginia 

born in 1823. He 

was Worshipful 

Master of Linn Banks 

Lodge No. 126, Linn 

Banks, Virginia. 

He graduated from 

Washington College 

and was a volunteer 

in the War with 

Mexico. He was fi ve 

term Speaker of the 

House of Delegates in 

Virginia.

At Gettysburg, 

during Pickett's 

Charge, he 

was wounded, 

captured, and 

exchanged three 

months later 

(perhaps because 

of his injuries). 

He had previously 

seen battles at Second 

Bull Run, Antietam, 

Fredericksburg, and South Mountain. After 

the war, he was paroled and resumed his 

law practice, and continued his ventures in 

politics. In 1874 he was elected Governor 

of the Commonwealth of Virginia and re-

elected three years later. It was said that 

because of his Masonic teachings, he was a 

man of impassioned eloquence, with good 

sense and conception of duty, as well as 

being honest and forthright.

Grand Historian’s Corner RW Bro. Gary A. Littlefi eld, Grand Historian
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by John A. Amarilios

Some good brothers are 

always on the lookout for more 

light in Masonry.

After studying the arcane 

symbolism and uncovering the 

everlasting truths and extracting 

the pearls of wisdom concealed 

within the rituals of the Blue 

Lodge, their unquenchable thirst 

for further light will, in time, 

transport them to the portal of the 

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite.

The Scottish Rite presents 

29 supplementary degrees 

of Masonry whose ancient 

symbolism and lessons of 

morality offer worthy brothers an 

opportunity to advance rapidly 

on a course of materialistic, 

personal, and spiritual success. 

The upcoming 28°, “Knight of 

the Sun,” is but one of these 

profound and revealing sources 

of illumination.

Our sun is the luminary that 

circumscribes our every moment. 

It energizes every living thing on 

our planet. It is the central axis of 

our solar system and, for all we 

know, it may exert infl uence far 

beyond our limited perceptions. 

It alone provides the energy 

that enables mankind to live 

and develop materially and by 

sustaining our life in the material 

plane, it intrinsically allows us to 

grow in the spiritual plane. 

It is the life giver, the nexus of 

becoming. That is why it fi gures 

prominently in our opening ritual. 

All that happens mundanely is 

attributable to the life giving light 

and energy of our brightly shining 

sun. It thus totally embodies the 

concept of “Enlightenment."

The 28°, under the title “Knight 

of the Sun,” offers a profound 

and revealing experience of how 

the sun informs and enlightens 

our fundamental understanding 

of life. It tells a deeply signifi cant 

story that does not appear 

anywhere in modern history 

books. It concerns the undercover 

activities of a number of otherwise 

historically signifi cant characters 

and explains their seminal role 

in converting Freemasonry from 

a guild of operative stone masons 

into a society of speculative 

Freemasons.

These characters sought a 

way to enlighten and improve 

their fellow man. Their goal was 

to free western society from the 

oppressive tyrannies of despotic 

rulers and the mortal threat 

of religious superstition that 

prevailed in the 1600’s.

Although the degree does not 

pretend to historical accuracy, 

the characters portrayed are 

signifi cant historical persons who, 

through their personal efforts and 

selfl ess sacrifi ce, initiated the long 

and arduous process of liberating 

the common people of western 

society from the desperate joyless 

conditions in which they existed 

at the time.

By the early 1700’s the process 

of disestablishment was well 

on its way to becoming a major 

force for world change. 

Inspired by the progressive 

ideologies of Francis Bacon 

and John Locke and aided 

by such organizations as 

Britain’s Royal Society and 

the “Levelers.” western 

society began to evolve 

into a progressive society of 

scientifi c advancement and 

free thought. As a direct 

result of these movements, 

millions of ordinary people 

have been liberated from 

the cruel yoke of ignorance 

and the crippling shackles 

of institutionalized 

oppression.

And Freemasons made 

this happen. Freemasons 

are still making this happen. 

For spiritual freedom is like 

a plant – it wants constant 

nurture if it is to survive.

The 28° introduces 

the candidate to such 

luminary personalities 

such as Thomas Vaughan 

(aka Philalethes), Johann 

Valentin Andrea, Manasseh 

Ben Israel, Elias Ashmole, 

and other characters 

whose identities may come as a 

surprise. These were the men, the 

leaders, who piloted the modern 

transformation of western society.

These men boldly exposed 

and courageously transmitted the 

ancient esoteric verities of man’s 

true nature to a wider and more 

diversifi ed demographic than 

had ever received them before. 

Vaughan and Andrea were the 

men who exposed the alternative 

paths of liberation proffered by 

alchemy and Rosicrucianism. Ben 

Israel developed the printing press 

into an effective working tool for 

the dissemination of scientifi c and 

humanistic truth to the masses. 

And Elias Ashmole, by becoming 

the fi rst recorded speculative 

Freemason in history to be 

initiated into a Masonic Lodge, 

established the philosophical link 

between nature, man, and spirit 

that formed the sole basis for the 

formal acceptance of speculative 

Freemasons into the craft by the 

operative masons of 17th century 

Britain.

This degree is an exposition 

of the men who brought light 

and societal liberation to western 

society. These men exemplify the 

moral principles and intellectual 

qualities required of any brother 

who aspires to be a “Knight of the 

Sun.”

So plan on attending Monday, 

April 7, at 7:30 p.m. at the Scottish 

Rite Theater in Stratford, as the 

Lafayette Consistory presents the 

28°, “Knight of the Sun.”

Join us for dinner at the 

Pyramid Shrine next door at 6:30 

p.m.. Reservations are required at 

the Consistory offi ce at 203-375-

0064 by noon on Monday, April 7.

To become a 32° Mason on 

May 5, contact any valley in the 

state before the 28°.

If you are already a member 

of the Scottish Rite, please be 

informed that this is the time 

to take advantage of one of 

your Scottish Rite membership 

benefi ts. This is the time to have 

your children apply for an Abbot 

Scholarship. Read more about this 

opportunity on the AASR Web 

Site.

 28° – Knight of the Sun, Monday April 7 – Stratford

Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145
2014 Pancake Festival

Palm Sunday – April 13 • 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
Masonic Center Banquet Hall (Lower Level)

 25 East Center St., Manchester

A great time to meet and greet 
brothers and families

PANCAKE AND SAUSAGE BREAKFAST
$5 per adult • $3 per child

“All You Can Eat” with coffee, tea and juice

Remember, Palm Sunday is just a few 
weeks away – April 13  – so please 

respond as early as possible.   
THANK YOU!!

Questions? volunteer? 
Contact  David S. LaFargue 

(860) 402-7265 • slafargue1@gmail.com

Sponsor a local family who is 
unable to afford a good meal 
on this day of celebration by 

becoming a PANCAKE DADDY!



During work hours, Sue 

Gagliardi makes a difference 

helping patients and families 

in their time of need. Sue is 

supervisor of Clinical Hospice 

Services for Masonicare Partners 

Home Health & Hospice. In her 

spare time, her compassionate 

spirit extends across the world 

to Les Palmes, Haiti, a remote 

mountain village three hours 

outside the capital city of Port-

Au-Prince. A member of St. Mary's 

Church in Coventry, Sue has 

volunteered for the past fi ve years 

in her church’s Haitian Ministry 

to further high school education 

in this distant, poverty-stricken 

corner of the world. 

Her church started this 

humanitarian mission fi fteen 

years ago by raising funds to pay 

teacher salaries, support student 

scholarships and provide much-

needed school supplies. When 

her church fi rst became involved, 

the village’s high school had a 

mere 40 students. Today, as a 

direct result of their efforts, the 

school has grown remarkably 

to 475 students. Even though 

the classrooms are sparse, with 

nothing more than a chalkboard 

and wooden benches without 

backs, the children 

willingly walk two 

hours each way for 

the opportunity and 

privilege to learn. 

“Visiting Haiti 

is a very humbling 

experience because 

the people are so 

happy and thankful 

and yet have 

nothing. They have 

tremendous faith. 

They have a lot of 

hope. And what we 

do by going to the 

village every year is 

give them that hope.”

Sue fi nds new 

inspiration each 

time she visits Haiti. 

“We even started a sewing group 

and pay a teacher to come once 

a week to teach a sewing class. 

We now have 50 students who 

are learning to make their own 

clothes. They are so eager to learn 

and so appreciative.” 

So, how exactly then did 

Masonicare get to Haiti?

Sue is also a self professed 

“huge recycler.” When her 

fellow staff member, Verna St. 

Amand asked Sue if she could 

put an assortment of damaged 

Masonicare folders to good use, 

she didn’t hesitate to take them. 

She added the folders to a barrel 

of supplies that her church was 

sending to Haiti and didn’t give 

them another thought. 

Last January, Sue made her 

third trip to Haiti. She was warmly 

welcomed back by the students 

and teachers she’s gotten to know 

over time. But this visit provided 

Sue with a special surprise. 

As she made her way through 

school, she was taken back as 

she noticed a teacher holding a 

Masonicare folder. But the real 

surprise came after she realized 

that teachers all over the school 

were using Masonicare folders in 

their classrooms. 

Because the high school 

has no text books, teachers use 

copies of schoolwork to instruct 

students. Sue’s recycled folders 

had found a home and were 

being put to good use! 

Sue was pleasantly surprised, 

to say the least. “I just couldn’t 

believe it. I’m thousands of miles 

away from home – and work - in 

a remote third world country and 

I’m surrounded by Masonicare 

folders! To see them being put to 

this use was such a great feeling.” 

Sue plans to continue her annual 

trip to Haiti as long as possible. 

And thanks to Sue, Masonicare 

has made the long voyage to Haiti 

and landed in very good hands.

Masonicare “appears” in Haiti

Teachers have found recycled 

Masonicare folders very useful in the 

classroom.

Susan Gagliardi, center, and a member of her church, left, are given a warm welcome 

by students in Les Palmes, Haiti.

Valley of Bridgeport
2422 Main Street

Stratford, CT
consistory@sbcglobal.net

203-375-0064

Valley of New Haven
285 Whitney Avenue

New Haven, CT
sphinx97@juno.com

203-269-0336

Valley of Waterbury
531 Highland Avenue

Waterbury, CT
cwk@juno.com
203-754-8209

Attention all Master Masons

LAFAYETTE CONSISTORY
Announces

Scottish Rite Degrees
Spring Season

Classes Start with the 4th degree 
and are continuing...

Today is the day and NOW is the time for further light and knowledge in Masonry.
Start your journey in the Scottish Rite become a 32nd degree Mason in May, 2014

Contact any Scottish Rite Mason or the Valley near you today!
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 Daniel L. Doyle .............................................................. Ansantawae 89

Lindley V. Nyberg ........................................................... Ansantawae 89

Roger W. Wishart .............................................................. Bay View 120

Harry P. Arnold ...................................................................Brainard 102

John A. Welch ..........................................................................Center 97

J. Ernest Gross Jr .................................................................Columbia 25

Alexander Motyka ..............................................................Columbia 25

Edward N. Halprin .....................................................Cosmopolitan 125

Sidney Yaffe ................................................................Cosmopolitan 125

Morris Gamm .................................................................. Day Spring 30

Robert A. LaPlace ....................................................................Estuary 43

John J. Kosky .......................................................................... Fayette 69

Theunis Werkhoven ............................................ Friendship Tuscan 145

William H. Simpson .......................................................... Harmony 42

Roy A. Chaplin ..........................................................................Hiram 1

Clarence M. Getz ................................................................ Jerusalem 49

M. Scott Petersen ...................................................................Putnam 46

Clifford D. Stark ....................................................................Putnam 46

Richmond H. Smith .............................................Somerset-St. James 34

William J. Terribile Sr ........................................................ St. Albans 38

Charles W. Harris ................................................................. St. John's 2

Richard A. Keizer ................................................................ St. Peter's 21

John M. Bishop ...................................................................... Temple 16

William H. Estey..................................................................... Temple 65

Michael A. Nostin .................................................................. Unity 148

Perry R. G. Polderman ........................................................... Village 29

David H. Winne ..............................................................Washington 70

Herbert L. Johnson ................................................................ Wooster 10

Carl W. Holmsten ...................................................... Wyllys-St. John's 4

We off er our condolences to the families and friends of these brothers
who have been called by the Grand Architect of the Universe.

Called to the Celestial Lodge

What has four-legs, a Masonicare name 

badge, and stops people in their tracks? Why, 

Juno, the therapy dog, of course! 

Juno, no stranger to the Wallingford 

campus, is the beloved dog of our “merry 

mailman,” David Kozak. Three years ago, 

this little mix of Lhasa Apso and Tibetan 

Terrier was found wandering the streets of 

Bridgeport by the local dog warden with no 

collar or identifi cation. His fate landed him 

in the city’s dog pound. The future did not 

look good. Without anyone to claim him, 

he was to be euthanized. But lucky for him 

(and us), a kind woman visited the pound 

and spotted Juno. That woman happened to 

be David’s good friend. She makes an effort 

to visit dog pounds in hopes that she can 

help these innocent animals fi nd loving 

homes — before it’s too late.

She placed Juno’s photo on PetFinder.

com and that’s where David fi rst saw his 

future companion. From the very instant 

he saw this little bundle of fur, David 

knew this would be his dog. David has 

always been a dog lover and partial to 

similar breeds. He adopted his fi rst dog 

when he was fi ve and has had several dogs 

ever since. They were all rescues. 

The veterinarian estimated that Juno 

was about 5 or 6-years old when he was 

found, which would make him now 8 or 

9-years old. Who knows how many lives 

he touched before he came home with 

David, but there’s no denying the impact 

he’s made since then. 

What makes Juno special? For starters, 

he’s one of the fi rst offi cial therapy dogs at 

Masonicare. A few years ago, when David’s 

wife made a trip to the Masonicare Health 

Center (MHC) to visit a friend living on 

campus, she decided to take Juno along for 

the ride. Little did she know the impression 

he would make that day. As he entered the 

lobby, he happily made his way from one 

person to the next, gently jumping into laps 

and even wheelchairs to give each person a 

friendly canine greeting. He was such a hit 

that Noreen Schmidt, recreation coordinator 

at MHC, asked David if Juno could come 

more often. And so began Masonicare’s love 

of Juno. 

David keeps a photo album of pictures 

from Juno’s visits over the years. Page after 

page are faces of young and old alike, whose 

day was made brighter by a visit from this little 

dog. Juno even received a hand-written note 

from Steve McPherson acknowledging his 

service. “Juno, thank you so much for sharing 

your pictures and stories of your travels at 

MHC. Many thanks for volunteering at MHC 

and putting so many smiles on our patients’ 

and residents’ faces. Keep up the good work!” 

Although the odds were stacked against 

him, Juno’s life has certainly been a rags to 

riches story. And what does David have to say 

about his loyal companion? “I don’t know if 

he’s the lucky one or I am.” 

Masonicare’s Best Friend

Juno has greeted many residents and patients over 

the years at Masonicare Health Center.

Juno with his best friend, David Kozack.
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Valley of New Haven, A.A.S.R. by Michael L. Castroll 
The Scottish Rite in 

Connecticut, Lafayette 

Consistory, and the Valley of 

New Haven are especially proud 

of one of our own. Recently, our 

Supreme Council has been in the 

throes of an interior decoration 

of sorts, which Sovereign Grand 

Commander Ill. John Wm. 

McNaughton calls "RITE-sizing." 

Many of the previously secluded 

areas of the Scottish Rite campus 

are being opened for greater 

participation for those who visit 

the Lexington, Massachusetts, 

acreage.

As a part of this refurbishment, 

the entrance to the museum 

is now called Travis Hall, in 

honor of our own Ill. Richard 

Travis. After the ribbon cutting, 

Ill. McNaughton dedicated the 

hall to our Active Member "in 

gratitude for your efforts, toil, 

labor, and understanding."

Since commencing our 

Spring Reunion, Old Man 

Winter has been storming the 

rafters. Our degree schedule has 

undergone some changes, due to 

the inclemency of the weather, 

but we keep rolling along. The 

class is no worse for wear as we 

keep providing further light, and 

the class moves forward. 

The glitches which continued 

through March are now behind 

us. We were in a dither with 

moving our class along. Things 

have a way of ironing themselves 

out. Prior to the production 

of the 16°, a 24° DVD was on 

shown on March 17. 

The 17° was produced in 

New Haven containing a three 

valley cast of 150. Illustrious 

Jack J. S. Farkas, M.S.A. 33° 

brought the three valleys of 

New Haven, Waterbury, and 

Bridgeport together in a united 

front as Commander-in-Chief of 

Lafayette Consistory. Following 

the degree, a discussion was held 

eliciting the impressions of the 

class.

With the advent of April, the 

calendar is rich with promise, 

again. The 25° will be portrayed 

by a cast from the Valley of 

Waterbury at the Stratford 

Theater on Wednesday, April 2.  

As we leave our annual Grand 

Lodge communication on 

Monday, April 7, the 28° will be 

portrayed by a three valley cast. 

Our Membership Chairman 

Steve Allinson has arranged for 

a hike up the Sleeping Giant 

trails. For the hike please RSVP 

to: tinyurl.com/njj8nu2 for all 

of the details. The trip to the 

castle is well worth your time. 

You can bring your family and 

your friends. The following day, 

Monday, April 14, it is back to 

New Haven for the 18°, the Rose 

Croix Degree. The cast will come 

from all over Connecticut, as the 

Valley of New Haven is the host.

The following Monday, April 

21, the 29° known as the Degree 

of St. Andrew will be performed 

in New Haven. Winding down 

the month, on Monday, April 28 

the Valley of New Haven will host 

the Feast of the Paschal Lamb. It is 

most poignant, and truly refl ects 

our lives, and those who have 

gone before us. A special dinner 

will be served and payment is 

required to our Ill. Secretary Vern 

Cleaves in advance. 

This month is a month to 

refl ect and remember. Palm 

Sunday is celebrated on April 

13. That evening, the Passover is 

ushered in with the First Seder. It 

is truly a Holy Week for all Jewish 

and Christian brothers and their 

families. As we enjoy these times, 

please keep Ill. Bob Colburn, 

Ill. Elmer Manley, and our TPM 

Robert Knowles in your prayers.

See you in the Valley…

StratfordStratford
Wednesday April 2Wednesday April 2

 25° 25°

New HavenNew Haven
Monday, April 14 Monday, April 14 

18°18°

StratfordStratford
Monday, April 7Monday, April 7

 28° 28°
  

New HavenNew Haven
Monday, April 21  Monday, April 21  

 29° 29°

For further information, please contactFor further information, please contact
 Valley Secretary Ill. Vernon K. Cleaves, 33° at 203-269-0336 Valley Secretary Ill. Vernon K. Cleaves, 33° at 203-269-0336

or any member of the Valley.or any member of the Valley.

St. Alban's Lodge No. 38, Branford, held a Table Lodge on 

March 18. WM Laurence Anvik declared, "It was our best one 

ever! The set-up was superior, with all corners sharp and the 

tables aligned properly in true Masonic fashion. The food was 

excellent, the mood was merry, and the time passed quickly. It 

was gratifying to host visitors from fi ve other lodges: Meridian 

Lodge No. 77, Meriden; Temple Lodge No. 65, Westport; Widow’s 

Son Lodge No. 66, Branford; Antsantawae Lodge No. 89, Milford; 

and Fidelity-St. John’s Lodge No. 3, Fairfi eld. We thank them for 

joining us."

Vivat! — Vivat! — Vivat! 

St. Alban’s banquet hall was full for their March 18 Table Lodge.

Vivat! — Vivat! — Vivat!

 

 William J. Phelps ................................................. Composite 28

Warren J. Packer..................................... Friendship Tuscan 145

We welcome our 
new brothers to the fraternity.
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Valley of Hartford, A.A.S.R. From the desk of David R. Blythe, Sr., 33°, Valley Secretary 

� CONGRATULATIONS �
We congratulate these brothers who have 
achieved 50 years of Masonic membership

Raymond J. Dolyak ...................................America-St. John's 8

George C. Guidera ......................................................... Ark 39

Robert E. Peterson ..........................................Evening Star 101

Walter A. Debboli ....................................Frederick Franklin 14

Clayton L. Parker ................................... Friendship Tuscan 145

Orin H. Stark Jr ..................................................... Oxoboxo 116

Sanford M. Solomon ............................................ Oxoboxo 116

Robert M. Hadley .......................................... Sequin-Level 140

Stanley M. Baskind ........................................ Sequin-Level 140

Paul L. Chello ...................................................... St. Albans 38

Everett J. Anderson .............................................. St. Albans 38

Bertil L. Wahlberg ..................................................... Village 29

Ernest F. Peterson .....................................................Warren 51

Wayne N. Saunders ...........................................Washington 19

Melvin W. Christensen ...................................... Washington 81

If you would like more information about becoming a member of the 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, or would like a copy of Scottish Rite Informational DVD

Contact David Blythe Sr., 33°, Valley Secretary, at the Valley of Hartford Offi ce 860-666-0712, 
or sect@snet.net or visit our Valley Website: www.valleyofhartford.org

The snow is over, spring 

is in the air, and the Valley of 

Hartford is entering the fi nal 

phase of its spring schedule. On 

Thursday, April 10 at 7:30 p.m., 

the Valley's departed brethren 

will be remembered as the Past 

Most Wise Masters of the Cyrus 

Goodell Chapter of Rose Croix 

present the Feast of the Pascal 

Lamb. This is a semi-public event, 

notably open to the widows and 

family members of the departed 

brethren. 

On Saturday, April 26, the 

spring class will conclude their 

degrees and become Sublime 

Princes, 32° Scottish Rite 

Masons. The class members 

are: William C. Gleason 

(Valley Lodge No. 36), Stephen 

Williams (Estuary Lodge No. 

43), Rodney O. Hicks (Jeptha 

Lodge No. 95), Eric W. Lumpkin 

(Friendship-Tuscan Lodge No. 

145), Lee RR. Martin (Sequin-

Level Lodge No. 140), Robert B. 

Pleines (Unity Lodge No. 148), 

Edward A. Santos (Sequin-Level 

Lodge No. 140), Alexander M. 

Sepko (Valley Lodge No. 36), 

Daniel J. Skiptunas (Jeptha 

Lodge No. 95), Daniel P. Towle 

(Village Lodge No. 29), George 

Whitney (Estuary Lodge No. 

43), and Stephen Wright (Valley 

Lodge No. 36). The offi cers 

and members of the Valley of 

Hartford welcome them and 

hope their journey was pleasant 

and memorable and that they 

return often to see additional 

degrees and get involved as their 

time permits.

Also on Consistory Day, the 

Valley will present the 2013 Fall 

Class with their 32° Scottish 

Rite Certifi cates and will honor 

brethren for years of service. 

Illustrious Brother Bruce T. Work, 

33°, Deputy for Connecticut, 

will present  Supreme Council 

certifi cates to: Bro. Robert E. 

Eno M.S.A., Ill. Bro. A. Norman 

Johnson, 33°, and Bro. Robert 

J. Williamson (for 65 years of 

membership); Brothers James L. 

Dunbar, Edward D. Ingraham, 

Richard B. Lasher, Bruton G. 

Schaefer, Cliffard F. Stamm, 

Newell A Stamm, and Charles 

D. Webster (for 60 years of 

membership); Paul Lodola, 

Thomas S. McGrath M.SA., and 

Norman C. Prescott (for 50 years 

of membership).   

The day’s activities will 

conclude with a prime rib 

luncheon at the Sphinx Shrine 

facility at noon. Reservations are 

required. Price is $17.00 if paid 

in advance. Reservation deadline 

is April 21.

On Thursday May 1, at 7:30 

p.m. the Valley will hold its 

annual meeting and election 

offi cers. On May 8, the annual 

Worker’s Night appreciation 

dinner will take place and the 

new offi cers will be installed.

On Saturday, June 7, the 

Valley will take a “Mystery 

Bus Trip.” The fl ier and 

reservation form can be found 

in the upcoming issue of View 

of the Valley and on the Valley's 

website: www.valleyofHartford.

org. The reservation deadline is 

May 7, and the price is $ 63.00 

per person.  

On Saturday July 12, the 

Valley’s Annual Rock Cats 

ballgame and picnic takes place. 

The next day, Sunday July 13, is 

the Fiddler on the Roof musical 

at the Goodspeed Opera House. 

For more information and tickets 

for this show please contact Ill. 

Bro. Jeff Flynn at jedge60@yahoo.

com.  The reservation deadline is 

June 13. 

On Saturday, July 26 the 

Valley will hold its 6th Annual 

5K Race/Walk to raise funds for 

the Children's Dyslexia Center..  

As a reminder to those 

brethren that are not members 

of the Scottish Rite but would 

like to obtain more information, 

there are informational DVDs 

available upon request. 

If Blue Lodges are looking for 

a meeting program, the Valley 

has  members who are willing 

to attend and present a Scottish 

Rite program. The lodge should 

contact Ill. Brothers Eric W. 

Manner, 33°, ric@sandshark2.

com; Ill. Brother Jeff A. Flynn, 33°,  

jedge60@yahoo; or Bro. Frank 

Dlugoleski, M.S.A, fdlugoleski@

gmail.com.

Thursday, April 10 • Portrayal of the Feast of the Pascal Lamb
This is a Public Degree 

Open to family members and widows of our deceased members     

Saturday, April 26 • Consistory Day – Portrayal of the 27° & 32°
Registration: 7:30 – 9:00 a.m.    Degrees start: 9:00 a.m.

A Prime Rib Luncheon is scheduled at noon following the degrees
Advance reservations are a must – Deadline: Wednesday, April 22nd   

Reservation forms can be found in the View of the Valley
or are available on the Valley website: http://www.valleyofhartford.org

April Schedule

BREAKFAST WITH THE EASTER BUNNY
Saturday, April 19

 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon
Wallingford Masonic Lodge

50 North Main Street 

Adults $6 • Children 3-12 $4 • Under 3 free
Pancakes, sausage, orange juice, coffee, 

and get your picture with the Easter Bunny. 

Sponsored by Meriden Assembly No. 11 
International Order of the Rainbow for Girls
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The Wednesday luncheon and reunion 

was right at our hotel, the Hilton Gardens. Bro. 

Robert Haft received his 60 year service pin, 

accompanied by his wife. I could see now how 

Steve's presentation of Masonicare's projects was 

nicely supplemented with comments from Howie 

Orr. They both answered a variety of questions, 

and made sure everyone knew there should be an 

application to Masonicare on fi le in  case it was 

ever needed. 

On Thursday, we returned to Ocala and the 

reunion was held at Marion-Dunn Lodge No. 19. 

Three Past Grand Masters came; Denny Elkins, 

Norm Getchell and John Gonsalves. 

Bros. Howard Goldman and Dick Latham 

received their 50 year pins. Bro. Arthur (Buzz) 

Turner came with his family and received his 60 

year pin. In accepting his award, Bro. Dick told the story of a lodge 

brother saved in WW1 by the enemy because he was wearing a Masonic 

emblem. It was a particularly moving event for me because there were 

eight people from my home town. It was good to see Bro. Don Segee 

and wife Nancy, too.                                              … continued on page 16

Everyone gathered in the lodge sitting area for a group photo opportunity.

Bros. Howard Goldman, left, and Dick 

Latham, had some nice words to say after 

receiving their 50 year pins.
I was happy to see, from left, the fi ve Turners, the Segees, and the Lathams, come out to 

Ocala for the Nutmegger Reunion.

Bro. Robert Haff tells what Masonry 

means to him after receiving his 60 year 

pin.

The Nutmeggers gather on the patio outside the Hilton Gardens.

Nutmegger Reunions – A Week in Florida…
… continued from page 3



That night, I attended the 

lodge meeting at Marion-Dunn 

Lodge No. 17. Debbi was 

entertained for dinner by Past 

Queen, Daughters of the Nile-

Connecticut Joyce D. Dargie, and 

had a lovely a lovely evening.

On Friday, our last day in 

Florida, we got up early and drove 

just 100 miles, to Timber Greens 

Timber Greens Community 

Association, a Country Club in 

New Port Richey. This reunion 

was hosted by RW John L. 

Blennerhassett. A 50 year award 

was presented to Bro. Richard T. 

Mattson. I also met the parents 

of Grand Senior Steward Brian 

Beals, Bro. Douglas and 

Ruth Beals.

After the luncheon, 

we headed off to Tampa 

International Airport for 

the fl ight home. Naturally, 

the fl ight was delayed, but 

it gave us time to relax 

and chat with Howie and 

Steve. Carl left to pick up 

his wife and daughter 

for a weekend at Disney 

World.

Thanks for Masonicare 

and especially, Carl, 

Steve, and Howie for 

a wonderful trip. I've 

always heard about 

all the travelling but I 

found it relaxing to have 

someone else do the 

driving. It was also very 

nice to spend so much 

time with Debbi. She 

helped set up each stop, 

and took an active part 

in greeting the attendees.

The Nutmeggers are 

all well and active, but 

they always comment 

how much they miss their 

friends in Connecticut. I 

was glad to get in touch 

with them, and to meet 

so many that turned out.
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One last group shot at the last stop of the tour.

Jean Lawrence says, “Hi!”

The cake was delicious, and the staff brought me 

ice cream to go with it.

Bro. Richard T. Mattson came with his 

wife to receive 

his 50 year pin.

I was pleased to meet RW Brian Beals’ parents.

Nutmegger Reunions – A Week in Florida…
… continued from page 15
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April 1, 2014 

To Prospective Board Members:

By this notice, the Board of Trustees 
of Masonicare hereby issues a Call for 
Nominations of candidates for election to the 
Board of Trustees of Masonicare.  In addition, 
Masonicare requests nominations for candidates 
for its appointment to the boards of its affiliates: 
Masonicare at Ashlar Village, Masonicare at 
Home, Masonicare at Newtown, Masonicare 
Health Center, Masonicare Home Health & 
Hospice, Masonic Management Services, and 
The Masonic Charity Foundation of Connecticut. 
Nominees need not specify in which board 
they are interested in order to be considered 
for service. Interested individuals can request 
a Nomination Application by completing and 
returning the attached questionnaire. 

Applications should be submitted and 
postmarked to me no later than May 15, 2014.  
Applicants will be contacted to schedule 
interviews.

Nominees should have qualifications in 
business, corporate leadership, finance, law or 
medicine, which qualify them for board service. 
Candidates should be aware that board members 
assume fiduciary duties with respect to their 
service, and that violation of these duties can 
entail personal liability. Service on our boards 
requires a considerable time commitment, 
varying with the needs of each corporation. 
While Masonicare’s board is comprised of those 
who are specifically members of the Masonic 
fraternity or related appendant bodies, affiliate 
board membership may also contain qualified 
members of the local community. 

MASONICARE is the Parent Corporation of our 
system, and all nominees must be members in 
good standing of the Grand Lodge, A.F. & A.M. 
of Connecticut, with the exception of three who 
shall be members in good standing, and appointed 
one each from The Grand Chapter of Connecticut,  

Order of the Eastern Star; the Order of the 
Amaranth, State of Connecticut; and Prince 
Hall Grand Lodge, F. & A.M. of Connecticut.  
The Board of Trustees is composed of no less 
than twelve but no more than fifteen members. 
Three seats must be filled annually by members 
in good standing of the Grand Lodge, A.F. & 
A.M. of Connecticut, through the nomination 
and election process. The term of service on this 
board is three years, commencing in October 
2014.  

The term of service for each of the following 
affiliates of Masonicare is one year, commencing 
in October 2014.

MASONICARE AT ASHLAR VILLAGE has 
a board of at least seven, but no more than 
fourteen, members and governs Masonicare at 
Ashlar Village, our continuing care retirement 
community and assisted living facility, Pond 
Ridge. 

MASONICARE AT HOME is a provider 
of personal care and companion services, 
mobile health technology and continuing care 
retirement services to Connecticut residents in 
their homes. A board of at least three, but no 
more than nine, governs Masonicare at Home.

MASONICARE AT NEWTOWN, our skilled 
nursing facility in Fairfield County, complete 
with rehabilitation services and Lockwood 
Lodge, an assisted living facility, is governed 
by a board of at least twelve, but no more than 
sixteen, members. 

MASONICARE HEALTH CENTER provides 
a full continuum of services including skilled 
nursing, rehabilitation, acute hospital unit, 
psychiatric services, independent living as well 
as various outpatient services. The board is 
composed of at least twelve, but no more than 
sixteen, members.

MASONICARE HOME HEALTH & HOSPICE, 
our home healthcare provider is the largest 
provider of home health care services in the 

State. Masonicare Home Health & Hospice 
is governed by a board composed of at least 
seven, but no more than fourteen, members. 

MASONIC MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
provides management services and consultation 
to healthcare providers in various areas of 
operation, and includes management of 
independent medical practices and psychiatric 
services to long-term care facilities.  A board of 
at least three, but no more than six, members 
governs Masonic Management Services. 

THE MASONIC CHARITY FOUNDATION 
OF CONNECTICUT safeguards and nurtures 
the system’s assets, including the Endowment 
Fund, and houses our planned giving and 
development efforts.  A board of at least seven, 
but no more than fourteen, members governs 
the Foundation. 

The board seats which are not filled through this 
nomination process will be filled through the 
appointment of cross-directors from the parent 
corporation board, through the appointment 
of the corporation’s Senior Administrator 
to the board, through the appointment of 
residents to the board, and/or through the 
appointment of an officer of the Grand Lodge, 
A.F. & A.M. of Connecticut, to the board. 
Please feel free to address any questions you 
may have regarding this process to Stephen B. 
McPherson, President and CEO, 203-679-5000. 

Thank you for your assistance and 
participation.

Sincerely and fraternally,

 

Howard W. Orr,  Chairman 
Nominating Committee

R E Q U E S T  F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  B O A R D  S E R V I C E

Requests for a Nomination Application can be 
completed by returning the attached request. 
Once completed, the form can be sent to 
Howard W. Orr, Chairman of the Masonicare 
Nominating Committee, via U.S. Postal Service 
to the address listed below; by Facsimile to 
203-679-5001; or you may send the information 
electronically to DRoemmele@masonicare.org.  
A Nomination Application will be sent to all 
applicants for completion. The Nomination 
Application may be returned via U.S. Postal 
Service, Facsimile, or electronically. Please 
indicate your preference.

Howard W. Orr, Chairman
Masonicare Nominating Committee
Masonicare
22 Masonic Avenue, P.O. Box 70
Wallingford, CT 06492

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day
Phone
Number: ________________________________________ 
 

Evening
Phone
Number:_______________________________________

Fax
Number: ________________________________________

Email
Address:_______________________________________

I would prefer the application to be sent to me via: _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

C A L L  F O R  N O M I N A T I O N S  F O R  B O A R D  S E R V I C E
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Ansantawae Lodge hosted several other 

lodges to help fi ll out the ranks.

The “green” was growing everywhere, especially 

on, from left, WM John Hanson,  WB Kevin Field, 

and RW Scott Sherrick.

Everyone was ready to march in Milford on a beautiful Saturday.

Milford Rainbow and DeMolay came out to 

march on a beautiful spring day.

The Masonic color guard wore kilts.

Everyone was Irish, including, from left, 

Hiram Lodge Master Scott Bumps, Trum-

bull Lodge Master Thom Beck, Grand 

Master Simon LaPlace, and District Dep-

uty Gary Matican. The gloves were just for 

show, no warmth provided.

Cosmopolitan Lodge was bundled up and ready 

to march in New Haven on a chilly Sunday.

The 34 ° weather doesn’t really come across in 

photos.
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For the past several years, Widow's Son 

Lodge No. 1, Prince Hall Affi liate, has held a 

Master Mason degree on the third Saturday in 

March at the New Haven Masonic Temple at 

285 Whitney Avenue. They have been joined 

by Prince Hall Masons from all along the 

eastern seaboard, from North Carolina to 

Maine. This has been called the I-95 degree, 

after the interstate highway connecting the 

jurisdictions. The turnout had grown larger 

and larger and last year extra chairs were 

brought into the New Haven Temple to 

accommodate the large crowd. 

The brothers made a celebration of the 

whole weekend starting on Friday night, 

through Saturday, and into Sunday. This year 

the partying and the I-95 degree moved to 

Boston, but Widow's Son Lodge continued 

their tradition of holding a Master Mason 

degree on the third Saturday.

As many already know, a Prince Hall 

Master Mason degree is unlike any other 

degree most AF&AM brothers ever get to see. 

Attending the degree this year, was Grand 

Master Simon LaPlace, RW Gary Matican, 

and WB David Berger from the Grand Lodge 

of Connecticut, and a brother from Temple 

Lodge No. 16, Cheshire.

Nore than 50 brothers from several 

Prince Hall lodges attended, and the degree 

got underway with introductions starting 

promptly at mid-morning. The Worshipful 

Masters of Oriental Lodge No. 6, New Haven, 

and King Solomon Lodge No. 23 joined WM 

Al Lobo, Master of Widow's Son, in the East. 

Prince Hall Grand Junior Warden Arnold 

Holmes and MW LaPlace joined the group 

and all the chairs in the East were fi lled.

If there is one thing to be said about a Prince 

Hall degree, it is the emotion the brothers 

show. They sing, they pray, and they give joy. 

They don't hold it in, and it is a wonderful 

display of Masonry. The three candidates 

were well rehearsed in their protocol, 

and it was obvious they were proud 

of the prospect of becoming Master 

Masons.

When the fi rst half of the degree 

was completed, and the brothers 

suitably reinvested, they returned 

to the lodge. WM Lobo offered the 

brothers a convenient seat, and 

one of the newly obligated Master 

Masons expressed his desire to sit in 

the East. The audacious request was 

met with whoops, whistles, and a 

lot of laughter. How presumptuous, 

everyone thought. But WM Lobo 

respectfully had him escorted to the 

East and looked for an empty seat.

Since all the chairs were occupied, and 

following the lead of the Worshipful Master, 

MW LaPlace rose and humbly offered his seat 

to the new brother, and moved to another seat 

on the sidelines. More howls, louder laughter, 

amid the disbelief that one so new could be 

so bold.

WM Lobo, however, quieted everyone and 

called on the Junior Warden to take off his 

collar and jewel and give it to the Marshal. 

The Marshal brought it to the East, and 

gave it to the Worshipful Master. WM 

Lobo put it on the shoulders of the new 

brother and pronounced him the new 

"Temporary Junior Warden." Everyone 

in the lodge, by this time, was loving the 

comedy being played out. Everyone was 

laughing, clapping, and shaking their heads in 

disbelief.

A rap of the gavel restored order, and the 

Master asked the new "Temporary Junior 

Warden" for comments. He respectfully 

thanked the Master and the brethren for the 

honor that had been bestowed on him. He 

thanked them for the hard work of the fi st half 

of the degree, and he said, "This is a day I will 

remember for the rest of my life."

Oh, it most assuredly was. Amen!

After lunch, everyone gathered on the steps of the New Haven Temple for a group photo.

The new “Temporary Junior Warden” takes his 

seat in the East alongside Widow’s Son Worshipful 

Master Al Lobo and other dignitaries.

Prince Hall Presents a Lesson in Humility
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New England Brotherhood
The New England jurisdictions have a tradition of having a 

brotherhood meal every year. The responsibilty for the March event 

rotates around the sates, from Vermont, to Maine, then Rhode 

Island, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and fi nally, this year, it was 

Connecticut’s turn.

Grand Master Simon R. LaPlace decided to have the dinner in the 

northeast corner of the state to make it more convenient for the other 

jurisdictions. He left it to Grand Junior Warden RW Michael B. Dodge 

to make the arrangements. He knew everything was in good hands.

The location selected was Woodstock Academy who could provide 

a suitable kitchen, dining hall and auditorium. The program is always 

provided by next year’s host, this year being the Grand Lodge of 

Vermont. Woodstock Academy also offered a beautiful setting with a 

view that spread over three states.

Woodstock Academy is not a public school - it is owned by a private 

corporation, governed by a board of trustees some of whom are elected 

by the corporation and some of whom are elected by the towns of 

Woodstock, Pomfret, and Eastford, it is funded by a foundation and 

endowment (as well as tuition), but it is the designated high school 

for three towns who also have a certain amount of oversight into the 

school’s operations.

RW Dodge asked his own lodge, Putnam Lodge No. 46, South 

Woodstock, to cater the event. He knew they could provide a tasty 

Southern BBQ dinner as they 

were going to be preparing for 

their annual “take-out” only BBQ 

shortly thereafter. He also knew 

they had the manpower and the 

determination to pull it all off.

The problem of providing 

liquor for the dinner on a cash 

sale basis needed to be worked 

out. A completed liquor permit 

application with the signature of 

the State Police troper was needed. 

In addition to the temporary 

liquor permit, an indemnity 

form and facilities request form 

and insurance certifi cate naming 

Woodstock Academy, needed to 

be fi lled out and submitted. Finally, the Woodstock Academy board of 

trustees approved the event.

RW Mike had that under control after jumping through everyone’s 

hoops, but now he needed a certifi ed TIPS trained bartender. WB Larry 

Baker, who was handling the liquid hospitality came through with that. 

RW Mike also arranged for the Massachusetts Rainbow assembly that 

he is an advisor for, to come and do the cleanup. Of course the liquor 

had to be packed up and out of the room before they were allowed in.

The big day fi nally arrived. Flyers had gone out to lodges and sister 

jurisdictions, reservations were coming in with payments to the Grand 

Lodge offi ce. Reservation lists were double checked, liquor purchases, 

lodge preperations, everything seemed ready to go. Even the March 

weather seemed to be cooperating on a breezy sunny day.

As brothers drove to the school, they had to wait for utility workers 

who were cutting up a tree that had fallen over some power lines. When 

RW Mike entered the dining hall it was unusually warm, so he opened 

a window. The exhaust smell of a diesel fueled generator greated him, 

and he knew somethng wasn’t right. The lights were on, but further 

investigation showed the lights and electricity was off in other parts of 

the school, particularly, the auditorium.

He discovered that the generators were cycling throughout the 

school and there was no guarantee there would be electricity in the 

dining hall at dinner, or in the auditorium for the program. he could 

only cross his fi ngers.

Putnam Lodge came prepared with sterno to keep the food hot, and 

the gas ovens didn’t need electricity. They set up their serving line of 

corn bread, smoked turkey, smoked beef brisket, cole slaw, BBQ pulled 

pork, and mashed potatoes. Tables were set with lemonade and ice tea.

The bar had everything anyone could want, and the price of the 

dinner included a drink ticket. Cash sales were handled by bartenders 

RW Ted Doolittle and WB Larry Baker.

The utility crews did their job, the generators weren’t needed 

anymore, the brothers from across New England came for sumptuous 

food, great felowship and a hilarious program courtesy of “Marko, the 

Magician,” who entertained and joked his was through amazing tricks 

with lots of help from the brethren.

The schedule of 5:00 p.m. cocktails, 6:00 p.m. dinner, and 7:00 p.m. 

entertainment held pretty well and the travellers left with plenty of time 

to get home at a reasonable hour.

MW LaPlace received many compliments for the evening, but he  

passed them off to the eforts on RW Mike Dodge and Putnam Lodge. 

For the other brothers in New England, they just got to experience a 

little of the hospitality Connecticut is known for. For the Grand Masters 

that attended, all had enjoyed last summer’s Northeast conference, and 

are looking forward to the Grand Lodge Annual Communication in a 

couple of weeks.

Next year’s New England Brotherhood dinner will be held on March 

28 in Fairlee, Vermont. Every Mason in New England is invited and 

Vermont Grand Master Roger Crouse is looking forward to hosting it. 

The program will be provided by the Grand Lodge of Maine.

Putnam Lodge is ready to serve.

MW Russ Davis, Rhode Island,  

brought the most travelers, 20.

The diners had a beautiful view.
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What’s going on with the Donor Awareness Program?
by Richard F. Denno

Donate Life Month is underway. Lodges 

throughout the state have been asked to fl y 

their Donate Life fl ags proudly the entire 

month. Perhaps your lodge has decided to 

hold a dinner as a way of celebrating the 

month. Each lodge has been given brochures. 

How about handing out these brochures in 

public areas in your town, such as in front of 

stores?

 November will soon be upon us. This 

year, the Masonic Organ and Tissue Donor 

Awareness program and Connecticut 

Freemasons will be participating in the 

National Donor Sabbath Month activities. 

Sponsored by Donate Life America, and 

its organ procurement organizations 

throughout the county, it is an outreach 

to religious institutions. Brothers will be 

asked to approach their places of worship, 

requesting that our organ/tissue/eye donor 

awareness and registration message be 

spoken from pulpits throughout the state.

This is where you come in. Would you speak 

with your church leaders about participating? 

If your congregation does participate, please 

take photos for the Connecticut Freemasons 

and other publications. 

Finally, since April is Donate Life Month, 

we are asking a favor! Many brothers 

have registered as donors through the 

Department of Motor 

Vehicles. However, 

have you registered 

through the www. 

donatelifenewengland.org 

website? It is the same 

registry as going through 

the DMV. However, 

through the online 

registration, you have 

additional options not 

available at the DMV. 

You can limit or exclude 

organs or tissues from 

recovery, if you so choose. 

You can also dedicate 

your registration to the 

memory of a loved one.

Finally, there is a 

question, ‘how did you 

hear about the Donate Life New England 

Registry? Click on that and then click ‘club/

civic organization.’ In the next drop down box, 

click ‘Freemasons.’ That makes a statement to 

all that as proud, caring Freemasons, you are 

prepared to be a part of this lifesaving effort 

of loved ones, friends, and neighbors. 

As you’ll fi nd when you go to the www. 

donatelifenewengland.org website’s face page: 

"If we all sign up, we can save each other!"

Last year alone, organ donors saved more 

than 28,000 lives. Over 121,700 patients 

are currently on the transplant waiting list, 

hoping and praying they will receive the 

lifesaving organ transplant. Each day, 18 

patients die – still waiting. Another one 

million people received tissue transplants 

that helped them recover from skin loss, 

bone damage, spinal injuries, burns, hearing 

impairment and vision loss.

Remember, "Don’t Take Your Organs to 

Heaven – Heaven Knows We need Them 

Here!"

Connecticut Freemasons Have 
the Power to DONATE LIFESM

WB Richard Denno, left, chairman of the Masonic Organ and Tissue 

donor Awareness Program, helps Grand Master Simon LaPlace hoist 

a new Donate Life fl ag at the Grand Lodge offi ce.

by Gwen M. Rochette

The Amaranth Diabetes Foundation (ADF), a 501(c)3 organization, 

has been raising funds to fi ght Diabetes. Since 1979, the Order of 

the Amaranth has raised over $14 million for the American Diabetes 

Association Research Foundation, which ensures that 100 percent of the 

funds raised are supporting promising research.

Diabetes affects nearly 26 million Americans, and countless others around the world. 

In recent years, the number of people under 20 years of age with diabetes has increased 

dramatically.  The American Diabetes Association (ADA) recognized the Order of the 

Amaranth as their largest non-profi t contributor at the Supreme Council session in 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania in July of 2013. The ADA has a profund partnership with the 

Order of the Amaranth. No other organization has supported — either fi nancially or with 

such enthusiasm — their mutual mission to prevent, treat and cure diabetes.  Typically, the  

money the order gives to the ADA supports from three to fi ve researchers each year, more 

than any other organization working with the ADA. The research focuses on improving 

the lives of people living with diabetes and the ultimate goal —fi nding a cure.

The Order of the Amaranth…

Working to Find a Cure for Diabetes
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Rainbow’s 77th Grand Assembly
by Kathy L. Raveneau

Friday, March 21, you walked into the ballroom at the Farmington 

Marriot and you felt like you had fallen down the rabbit hole. The 

decorations were fun and fabulous. The theme was Alice in Wonderland. 

Grand Worthy Advisor Ali Stamm and all of the girls of Connecticut 

Rainbow were excited to get the weekend started.

The introductions went smoothly and everyone had something 

witty to say. After closing speeches, the Grand offi cers performed a drill 

with fl ashing light wands in different colors. You could see how much 

fun they had with the drill by all their smiles.

After the Grand Cross of Color Degree was performed, the girls 

headed down to the pool for some fl amingo games. On Saturday, all 

Rainbow dignitaries were introduced and ritual was done by the Grand 

offi cers. Six new Rainbow sisters were initiated. The Grand offi cers did 

a spectacular job with their degree work and Grand Worthy Advisor Ali 

Stamm led the girls by setting a good example of poise and leadership.

She read her report summing up her year and all of the traveling that 

she had done to other Grand Assemblies. She also spoke of the events 

that occurred here in Connecticut, thanked her family, assembly and 

friends as she brought everyone to tears. Of course, no Grand Assembly 

would be complete without saying goodbye with a tearful ceremony to 

those girls who reached the age of majority.

Saturday night is when everyone puts on their best gowns and dresses, 

and looks their best for the banquet. All the hard work gets rewarded 

when awards and scholarships are 

given out. Everyone waits with baited 

breath to hear the names of the new 

Grand Representatives and Grand 

offi cers. The room was fi lled with 

excitement, screams of joy as well as 

tears of astonishment.

These girls work so hard all year 

and it is great to share with them 

the proud moments that make them 

wonderful young ladies. On Sunday 

morning, a group of very tired girls and 

adults head down to the ballroom for 

the devotional memorial service and 

installation of the new offi cers for the 

2014 – 2015 Grand year in Rainbow, 

and our new Grand Worthy Advisor is installed.

Miss Brittney Curcio of Milford Assembly No. 4 is happy to start 

her year with her new theme of Eloise. Her motto is “Enjoy your day at 

the Plaza with Connecticut Rainbow,” and her mascots are Eloise’s dog 

Weenie and her turtle Skipperdee. Her charity for the year is the Shriners 

Hospital in Springfi eld. Everyone wishes Brittney and all the girls of 

Connecticut Rainbow good luck, and thank Ali and her Grand offi cers 

for an amazing job.

by Shane Dufresne

On  Friday May 23  at  6:00 p.m., The 3rd 

District Blue Lodge Council will be hosting 

a 100th anniversary reunion at the former 

Waterbury Temple at 144 West Main St., and 

now known as the Mattatuck Museum. The 

museum purchased the building on March 1, 

1985. Harmony Lodge No. 42 held their last 

meeting there on December 20, 1984.

The cornerstone was laid on August 10, 1912 

by MW Justin Holden and assisted by his grand 

in accordance ancient Masonic custom. Masons 

from across the state converged onto downtown 

Waterbury on a hot humid Saturday afternoon

The new temple was informally opened on 

March 24, 1914 and hundreds of Masons came 

to visit their new home. The fi rst meeting was 

held by Harmony Lodge on March 26, 1914. 

One candidate took his Entered Apprentice 

degree before a large group of brothers.

The Temple was offi cially dedicated on May 

23, 1914 by MW Edgar H. Parkman. Although 

no longer our home, many brothers from the 3rd 

district, still feel a connection to the building. 

Many of these brothers took their Blue Lodge 

degrees there, as well as their appendant body 

degrees. The Mattatuck Museum is graciously 

opening their doors to us to allow us to come 

in on the exact date of the 100th anniversary of 

the offi cial dedication.

There are still numerous pieces Masonic 

history in the building. Some interior doors 

have Masonic door knobs. The windows 

of the old library have several stained 

windows with Masonic symbols. Other 

several Masonic symbols carved into the 

granite near the roof.

The cornerstone contains a large 

collection of documents, coins, currency, 

and medals. Many items are also in the 

cornerstone from the former temple on 

Bank St. In 1902 a large fi re consumed 

several buildings. Although most items 

were lost, the cornerstone was salvaged. 

All historical items and records were saved, 

due to being stored in a large fi reproof safe.

Over the course of the 70 years that 

the Main St. temple was in use, numerous 

Masonic bodies met including blue 

lodges Harmony Lodge No. 42, Continental 

Lodge No. 76, Liberty Lodge No. 112 and 

Euclid Lodge No. 135. The Scottish Rite Valley 

of Waterbury, The York Rite bodies of Eureka 

Chapter No. 22, Waterbury Council No. 21 

and Clark Commandery No. 7 also called 

the temple home. The Zindah Grotto, Doric 

Demolay, Rainbow Girls Assembly No. 13, 

White Shrine of Jerusalem, O.E.S. Goodwill 

Chapter No. 112, Naomi Chapter No. 23 and 

Amaranth Evergreen Chapter No. 2 participated 

in numerous Masonic events.

The new Waterbury Masonic building at 

531 Highland Ave, was purchased, refurbished, 

and opened on December 19, 1997. Some 

bodies merged, and others went dark. Others, 

after going dark, came back and now meet in 

the Highland Ave Temple.

The reunion is a semi-public event with 

the museum closed to the general public. The 

meeting is open to any of the Masonic bodies 

that met there, and any current member of the 

fraternity and family members.

Refreshments will be served. Bro. Michael 

Forino, Junior Warden of Harmony Lodge 

and a former curator of the museum, will give 

a tour. Some private areas will be seen with 

permission from the museum.

RSVP Shane Dufresne at 203-808-7697 

or shanedufresne@comcast.net. Everyone is 

encouraged to bring pictures, pins, medals, or 

memorabilia to share. This will be a special 

night to relive some memories.
The August 10, 1912 cornerstone ceremony for the 

Waterbury Masonic Temple.

Blue Lodge Council to Meet in Historic Watebury Temple

Grand Worthy Advisor Ali 

Stamm presides at the 77th 

Annual Grand Assembly session.
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by Thomas A. Burke

So what are by-laws as compared to 

Grand Lodge Rules and Regulations? By-laws 

are the rules that a specifi c lodge adopts to 

govern the affairs of that particular lodge. For 

example, a by-law might note the amount 

of annual dues to be paid by each member 

of that lodge. Or, a by-law might denote the 

responsibilities such as which specifi c lodge 

offi cers are responsible for reviewing and 

creating the NPD (Non-payment of dues) 

list. By-laws might also defi ne the specifi c 

dates and times for Stated Communications 

and annual meetings.

By-laws help a lodge function properly 

and provide guidance for specifi c activities. 

However, by-laws of a lodge must conform 

to the regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

This helps to ensure that that each lodge 

throughout the state operates in a consistent 

and harmonious manner for all brothers. For 

example, brothers who travel throughout the 

jurisdiction will know when visiting other 

lodges to expect that the lodge will have an 

elected Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, 

Junior Warden, Treasurer and Secretary. 

Another example is that the lodge to be 

visited will have designated regular times to 

open lodge. The assessment of dues, however, 

is left to the lodges to administer and may 

differ for each lodge visited based on their 

By-laws.

The 3 R’s…Rules and Regulations Review

REVIEW:

Section 3003. 

By-Laws Must Be Approved by Grand Lodge.

Every lodge, as a condition of receiving a charter, shall adopt By-laws governing the affairs of the lodge. The By-laws of every 

constituent lodge, and any amendments thereof, except as provided in Section 3004, shall be submitted to the Grand Lodge 

Committee on Legal Matters for review that the same conform to the regulations of the Grand Lodge, and upon completion of 

the review, the By-laws as proposed or amended shall be presented to the Lodge at a Stated Communication and entered into the 

minutes. Lodge approval of amendments to By-laws shall follow the procedure specifi ed in the current By-laws. If not specifi ed, 

voting on the proposed adoption, amendment(s) or repeal shall be held over to the next stated communication. Upon approval 

by the members of the Lodge present, the By-laws shall be signed by the Worshipful Master or Secretary of the lodge; certifi ed by 

the Chairman of the Committee on Legal Matters that the By-laws conform to the regulations of Grand Lodge and, then, upon 

approval of the Grand Master, signed by the Grand Master or his designee on behalf of Grand Lodge. The adopted, amended or 

repealed By-laws shall not take effect until signed by the Grand Master or his designee. The Grand Secretary shall include in his 

annual report to Grand Lodge a listing of Lodges adopting, amending, or revoking their By-laws pursuant to this section. The 

signed By-laws shall be retained by the Secretary of the lodge and a signed copy thereof shall be fi led by the Secretary of each lodge 

with the Grand Secretary. By-laws of every lodge shall be subject to review by the Committee on Legal Matters every 10 years.

Section 3004. 

Certain By-Law Amendments May Be Made Without Grand Lodge Approval.

Lodges may amend their by-laws in respect to the time or date of holding stated communications and the amount of dues 

and fees without submitting the same to the Grand Lodge Committee on Legal Matters for review, provided such amendments do 

not confl ict with the rules and regulations of the Grand Lodge. Lodges shall provide a copy of the By-laws amended pursuant to 

Section 3004 to the Committee on Legal Matters within thirty days of approval by the lodge.

Section 3005.

Lodge Cannot Suspend By-Laws or Be Adjourned.

No lodge can suspend its By-laws. A lodge cannot be adjourned.

Section 3006. 

Lodge to Furnish Copy of By-Laws to New Member.

Every lodge shall furnish a printed copy of its By-laws, to each new member at the time of his signing of the roll.

Location: Grand Lodge Rules and Regulations book, pages 60-61.

In general, the by-laws of a lodge are the rules that the brothers agree to abide by when governing the affairs of their lodge. 

Thus the importance for each new brother signing the roll to receive a copy of their lodge’s by-laws — and for every brother to read 

and understand them. Every lodge in the jurisdiction will also have by-laws that conform to the regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

Brothers traveling or moving throughout the jurisdiction can be assured of some measure of consistency in how lodges operate. 

Since it is the constituent lodges that have voted upon and approved the Grand Lodge Rules and Regulations, it is those same 

lodges that agree to abide by and conform to the same. According to Brother Brian Beals of the Committee on Legal Matters, “It is 

very important for new brothers to send in the front page of their Rules and Regulations book for printed updates for their book 

and to keep it updated.”
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First and foremost, the Intergenerational 

Communication and Technology Committee 

would like to thank Grand Master Simon 

R. LaPlace for his vision in implementing 

this new committee. Through his example, 

support, and advice, the members of this 

committee were able to successfully execute 

many programs to advance our stated goals.

The stated goals of this committee are as 

follows:

•    to investigate changing communications, 

language, and technology

•    to develop and implement a strategy to 

inform younger generations about Masonry

•    to serve our younger Masons by using terms 

they understand to educate them in the art 

and science of our craft

Throughout the year, the committee met 

monthly to progress our goals. The committee 

extensively used Google Hangouts, a free 

video conferencing service, to meet as a group. 

This technology allowed us to limit the long 

commute of many of our committee members 

and we highly recommend it to other Grand 

Lodge committees. In addition, the committee 

used Google Docs to collaboratively edit 

documents in real time.

The committee began the year by collecting 

and researching a wide body of knowledge 

regarding intergenerational communication 

and technology. This collection of papers, 

blogs, articles, and datasets can be found at 

openhouse.ctfreemasons.net/intergen/.

In an initiative led by Brother Madhavan 

Parthasarthy, the committee developed 

the fi rst version of the Masonic Values and 

Communication Survey. The committee ran 

an initial release of the survey and collected 

approximately eighty results.

In addition to formally polling Masons 

via the Masonic Values and Communication 

Survey, the committee has conducted informal 

polling of Millennial Masons through social 

media. This polling was highly valuable in the 

creation of many of our materials.

The committee purchased several items to 

facilitate the recording of Grand Lodge events 

including a digital camcorder, three digital 

voice recorders, a tripod, and an external hard 

drive.

The committee has continued to publish 

content to the Grand Lodge Facebook Page and 

encourage the craft and our extended Masonic 

family to utilize it as a resource for improved 

communication. At the time this report was 

written, the Grand Lodge Facebook Page had 

over 5100 “likes” with signifi cant growth over 

the past year. The Facebook page can be found 

at www.facebook.com/connecticutfreemasons.

To further our social media efforts, the 

committee created a twitter account to 

publicize Grand Lodge events and activities. 

The Twitter account can be found at twitter.

com/CTFreemasons. The committee has 

utilized a “Twitter Wall” at several Grand 

Lodge events to encourage brothers to use this 

new technology. Furthermore, the committee 

created a YouTube channel for publishing 

committee generated videos and sharing 

positive videos about Freemasonry with the 

community. The YouTube channel can be 

found at www.youtube.com/user/ctfreemasons.

In an initiative led by RW Robert Curwen, 

the committee has developed several drafts 

of a Grand Lodge Guideline for Social Media 

Conduct. This document aims to guide 

brothers to positive behaviors while using 

Social Media to promote the good reputation 

of our fraternity. The committee plans to 

fi nalize this document in the coming year.

In an initiative led by Brother Mark Smith, 

the committee has developed a Social Media 

Presentation aimed at encouraging lodges to 

engage their communities via typical social 

media outlets. Brother Smith has presented 

this presentation to several lodges and has 

received good feedback regarding its content.

The committee has supplied photographic 

support to the Grand Lodge during several of 

the year’s events and activities, including Grand 

Lodge communications, Grand Masters Day, 

educational seminars, parades, the open house 

program and more. These photographs were 

used extensively in our social media outlets 

and the Connecticut Freemasons publication.

The committee has developed cooperative 

relationships with several other Grand Lodge 

committees.

Working with the Committee on Masonic 

Education, the committee recorded the 

entirety of the Esoteric Seminar and Junior 

Offi cers Seminar. These videos are currently 

being edited to be released to the craft.

The committee collaborated with the 

Committee on Community Action and the 

Committee on Masonic Awareness to publicize 

the annual statewide open house. A website 

was developed that shared information 

about the open house with the public and 

supplied resources to our lodges. This website 

can be found at openhouse.ctfreeMasons.net/. 

This collaboration also produced a series 

of promotional and educational videos 

about the open house that were circulated 

via social media venues and the open house 

website. Finally, the committee utilized paid 

advertisements through Facebook to publicize 

the open house. This advertisement initiative 

produced outstanding results and should be 

expanded over the next few years.

RW Brothers Michael Dodge and Charles 

Tirrell have met with RW Carl Mossberg 

to discuss a collaboration between the 

Intergenerational Communication and 

Technology Committee and the Mentoring 

Committee. This collaboration will progress 

further next year.

The committee has produced a presentation 

focusing on intergenerational communication 

that is intended to educate brothers on 

the differences and more importantly, 

the similarities, between generations of 

Freemasons. This presentation has been given 

at a Grand Lodge offi cers meeting, the annual 

Secretary’s seminar and at lodge meetings. 

Furthermore, the committee has produced a 

What young men are looking for in FreeMasonry 

handout that concisely discusses the major 

generations within the craft currently, their 

characteristics, and what millennials are 

looking for in the fraternity.

During the Northeast Conference of 

Grand Masters, the committee conducted 

video-recorded interviews with nine visiting 

Grand Masters or Deputy Grand Masters from 

visiting Grand Jurisdictions. These videos 

focused on intergenerational communication, 

social media, and technology. Several of these 

videos were then published via our YouTube 

channel.

It was the great honor of the committee to 

provide audio and visual support during the 

memorial service for RW Brother Carl G. Ek. 

The service was attended by over 650 people, 

which required a secondary room to be used 

for the service. The committee simulcast the 

service to the attendees in this room, as well 

to a brother in Germany who was unable to 

attend the service in person.

It has been the distinct pleasure of each 

member of this committee to serve the Grand 

Lodge in this capacity. The work performed 

by this committee is essential in keeping our 

fraternity relevant in today’s world of changing 

technology and communication channels.

Report of the Intergenerational 
Communication and Technology Committee

Support, Collaboration, 

Production,  Content, 

Recording, Social Media
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by Ryan Howard (with photo)

St. Johns Lodge No. 2, Middletown, was 

chartered in 1754 and recognized as the 

second oldest lodge in the state, and one of 

the ten oldest lodges in the nation. St. John's 

Lodge received their charter from England 

through the Provincial Grand Lodge of 

Massachusetts. Their current location was 

constructed in 1927. The lodge meets the fi rst 

and third  Mondays  on Pleasant Street in a 

large  brick building near Middlesex Hospital. 

The lodge room has 30 foot tall ceilings 

adorned with artwork representing a cloudy 

sky. When the main lighting is off a beautiful 

display of colored lights mimic the colors 

seen in the sky at the close of the day. Once 

dimmed completely, though, pin sized holes 

in the ceiling allow light to shine as though a 

star. The impressive dimensions of the room 

are 60 feet by more than 40 feet in width. The 

fl oor is covered with a random pattern of tiles.

 Arriving at 6:30 p.m. for dinner was a great 

decision. WB Mark Roberts was just fi nishing 

in the kitchen preparing an outstanding 

dinner of beef tenderloin, and crisp asparagus. 

Arriving for dinner is a must. Not only does it 

allow you to enjoy some really great food, but 

it also gives more time to talk and get to know 

the brothers. 

Lodge opened on the Master Mason degree, 

and raised Fellowcrafts Derek Dimauro, 

Jordan Beauchemin,  and Robert Harrison  to 

the sublime degree of a Master Mason.

The Senior Deacon Joe Korineck  had his 

plate full having three brothers 

to conduct, but that didn't 

intimidate him. Brother Joe's 

display of fl oor work was that 

of a seasoned veteran, rather 

then of a newly installed Senior 

Deacon. His corners were sharp, 

and reminiscent of the military. 

The obligations were given 

by acting Worshipful Master 

Robert Grismer. They were 

presented with the lectures by 

Worshipful Master Andrew 

Barys  and his Senior Warden. 

The second section lecture 

presented by visiting Brother 

Justin Shimgel from Warren 

Lodge No. 51, Portland. Many of the brothers 

had never heard this lecture.

RW Fran DiStefano gave the charge 

fl awlessly. It was a late night when lodge was 

closed. Everyone headed downstairs for some 

fellowship and banter.

Travel yourself! Go to a neighboring lodge 

or see what it's like on the other side of the 

state. Either way, you will fi nd it to be a truly 

rewarding experience. 
Now where should I go next?

by Justin Duffy

In the annals of American history 

there are few periods that more Masonic 

legends swirl than the Civil War. 

Separating fact from fi ction becomes an 

arduous task for the Masonic historian, 

yet Brother Michael Halleran does just 

that in his excellent book The Better 

Angels of our Nature.  Stories abound 

of Freemasons offering extraordinary 

comfort and aide to brothers on the 

opposing side and Bro. Halleran 

analyzes these with a scholarly 

approach, revealing the truth behind 

some of the greatest Legends of Civil 

War Freemasonry. This approach, while 

scholarly, is not dispassionate and the author's 

enthusiasm for the craft shines through. 

He begins with an analysis of one of the 

most famous tales of the era, the death of 

Confederate Brigadier General Lewis Armistead  

and the exceptional respect shown an enemy by 

his Masonic brother, Union General Winfi eld 

Scott. Bro. Halleran’s 

aim is not to debunk, 

but to enrich the 

reader's knowledge of 

this time. He avoids the 

mistakes of past Masonic 

historians such as Alan 

Roberts and Richard 

Eugene Shields Jr., of 

whom he is rightly critical 

as they seldom cited their 

materials or endeavored 

to do more than repeat 

oft told tales of Masonic 

heroism and compassion, 

without scholarly analysis.  

Several celebrated stories do fail under the 

scholarly view of the dedicated historian, but 

Bro. Halleran provides so many more riveting 

tales taken from fi rsthand accounts of the 

journals, letters, and writings of the brothers 

in the fi eld. These accounts deeply enrich the 

material, giving new perspective into fraternal 

relations between enemies, who often put aside 

nationalism in favor of lending aide to a brother.

The book's title is taken from Abraham 

Lincoln's inaugural address of March 4, 1861. 

In it he argued to the nation to keep the Union 

together: “I am loath to close. We are not enemies, 

but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion 

may have strained it must not break our bonds of 

affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching 

from every battlefi eld and patriot grave to every 

living heart and hearthstone all over this broad land, 

will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again 

touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of 

our nature.” This is a message that rings as true 

today as it did in Lincoln's time.

Wyllis-St. John’s Lodge No. 4 will host 

Most Worshipful Michael Halleran at a talk on 

Monday evening, May 19, at the Scottish Rite 

Temple, 207 Deming St., Newington. There is 

no cost to attend the lecture but a voluntary 

contribution to defray expenses would be 

appreciated. Please RSVP to carl_johnson@wsj4.

org.

The Travelling Man in Middletown 

A Review: The Better Angels of our Nature

St. John’s Lodge No. 2’s huge lodge room with 

clouds looming over the East.

New Master Masons join their Worshipful Master in the East, 

from left, Brothers Robert Harrison, Jordan Beauchemin, WM 

Andy, and Derek Dimauro.
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Brotherhood Helps the Little Ones
by Pat Kalinauskas

Camden, now 5, was diagnosed last year 

with cancer (Neuroblastoma) and 3-year 

old Kaleigh was born with a rare genetic 

disorder that causes tumors to grow in 

vital organs (Tuberous Sclerosis Complex). 

The heartbreak that the families of these 

children have had to face is unfathomable. 

The expenses incurred are staggering. And 

to do what they can to defray expenses, 

communities rally to help children like 

Kaleigh and Camden.

For the last 27 years Brotherhood In 

Action (BIA) has been responsible for raising 

near $100,000 through charitable donations 

to help children with life threatening 

illnesses. One of their fund raising efforts 

is what is known as the BIA Breakfast, held 

annually in February at the Masonic Hall in 

Manchester. It does not do the effort enough 

justice to say that it was a success. The word 

is more along the line of “awesome” success! 

Tables were set for 350 patrons per sitting 

and folks were waiting in line for open seats.

The Manchester Connecticut 

Brotherhood In Action is a group of area 

fraternal organizations that come together 

in service and charity to better the life of 

a child with health or disability issues. It 

is composed of Beth Sholom B’nai Israel, 

UNICO (Italian-American), Knights of 

Columbus Councils of Campbell No. 573 

and St. James and Assumption No. 1155, 

and the Masonic Lodges of Friendship 

Tuscan No. 145 and Manchester No. 73. 

Brotherhood in Action has perfected a 

unifi ed effort for a common good of the 

community. Plan on attending the next 

“awesome” breakfast in February 2015. For 

more information please visit BIA’s blogspot 

at http://brotherhoodinaction.blogspot.com/.

Bro. Steve Aldi of Friendship Tuscan 

Lodge No. 145, credits the work of every 

BIA member organization. Even though 

the breakfast is hard work, the feeling 

of satisfaction at the end of the day is in 

knowing that you really are making an 

impact in the lives of those who need help 

the most. You are helping the little ones.

Camden

The Manchester Temple’s banquet hall was packed serving breakfast at the Brotherhood in Action 

Breakfast. 

Kaleigh

MASONIC LOBSTER BENEFIT 2014
Third Annual Washington Lodge Masonic Lobster Benefi t 

BIG HONKIN’ LOBSTER, 
FISHERMAN’S CHOWDER

Friday, May 9 • 153 Broad Street, Windsor 
Two seatings at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Take-out orders picked up at 6:00 pm.
Tickets $20 - Please purchase tickets by May 5

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT:
Ashley’s Distinctive Jewelry & Gifts - 555 Day Hill Road 

Ellsworth Medical - 540 Windsor Avenue
Windsor Federal Savings Bank, Main Branch - 250 Broad Street

 or by calling Bob McKay at 860-978-6794 or robtmckay@msn.com
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Information to be included in York Rite Opportunities must be submitted by 

the 10th of the preceding month to the Grand Secretary/Recorder, Charles B. 

Fowler, 525 Stillwater, Windsor, CT 06095-3842 or yrctramrsm@yahoo.com. 

NOTE: All dates and visitations are subject to change without notice. 

(ME) Most Excellent

Grand High Priest 

(MP) Most Puissant 

Grand Master

(RE) Right Eminent 

Grand Commander

(U) Uniform

(F) Formal

(S) Semi-formal

(C) Casual

APRIL 2014

Friday, April 4, (U), New Haven Commandery No. 2, New Haven, special, Order of Malta, dinner

Friday, April 4-6, (MP) (U) Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Connecticut, Sheraton, Rocky Hill, 9:00 a.m.

Monday, April 7, (MP) (F) Grand Lodge of Connecticut, Annual Communication

Tuesday, April 8, (F) Hamilton Council No. 22, Meriden, installation of offi cers

Thursday, April 10, (MP) (F) Rittenhouse Chapter No. 11 and Washington Council No. 6, Darien

Saturday, April 12, (MP) Allied Masonic Degrees/SRICF, East Hartford 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, April 12, (ME) (F) Mohawk 28 Knight Masons, East Hartford, 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 15, (U) St Elmo Commandery No. 9, Meriden, Red Cross and Malta (short), 6:15 p.m. dinner

Friday, April 18, (MP) (U) New Haven Commandery No. 2, New Haven, Good Friday observance, 1:00 p.m.

Friday, April 18, (MP) (U) Trinity Commandery No. 3, Darien, Good Friday observance

Friday, April 18, (U) Washington Commandery No. 1, East Hartford, Good Friday, Order of Temple, 2:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 19, (ME) (MP) (F) Connecticut York Rite College No. 17, annual meeting, 10:00 a.m., Windsor

Sunday, April 20, (MP) (U)  Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Connecticut, Easter service and breakfast, 

Masonic Healthcare Center Chapel, Wallingford, 8:00 a.m.

Wednesday, April 23, (F) Pythagoras Chapter No. 17 and Wolcott Council No. 1, East Hartford, installation, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Friday, April 25-27, (ME) (MP) (F) Grand York Rite of Maine

Wednesday, April 30, (MP) (F) Connecticut Priory No.  28, KYCH, Stratford

COMING UP 

May 3, Anointed High Priests, East Hartford, 9:00 a.m.

May 29, Ascension Day, Hillside Cemetery, Torrington, 6:00 p.m. dinner at Kaabans Shrine Club 

May 29, Select Masters Council of Anointed Kings, Stratford, Order of the Silver Trowel

June 6, Grand Chapter/Council Banquet, Sheraton Hartford South, 6:00 p.m.

June 7, Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Connecticut, Sheraton Hartford South, 8:30 a.m.

June 7, Grand Council Royal and Select Masters of Connecticut, Sheraton Hartford South, 1:00 p.m.

June 14, Grand Masters Day, Masonicare Health Center, Wallingford, 10:00 a.m.

AWARDS AND LEGISLATION
It’s almost too late to be thinking about nominees for the Ephraim Kirby award and the Knight of Ish Sodi award, but send 

nominations to the Grand High Priest or Most Puissant Grand Master.

FROM MOST EXCELLENT 
GRAND HIGH PRIEST DAVID C. ABRAMES

I am writing this message in March while 

winter still seems to have a fi rm grip on New 

England, and it appears another snowstorm is 

looming. I hope each and every one of you have 

had a good winter and, like me, are looking 

forward to the warmth of spring which we all 

hope is just around the corner.

I am fi nishing up my visitations to our 

sister jurisdictions and have started working 

with MPGM Chuck McCollum to prepare for 

our own annual sessions this June.

I again want to thank all of you for the 

support you have provided me during my 

year as Grand High Priest. It has been a very 

enjoyable year and one I will never forget.

FROM MOST PUISSANT GRAND MASTER CHARLES A. McCOLLUM
Companions, this is a very busy time in Masonry as there are several Grand 

Sessions throughout the Northeast as well as here in Connecticut. In addition, we 

are coming up on the annual assemblies of our constituent councils.

I would like to announce that our Training Committee, under the chairmanship 

of MP Bruce Bellmore, has set up a half-day session on May 17 in New Haven. All 

Grand Council offi cers and the newly elected dais offi cers of each council should plan 

on attending, but it is open to all companions. In order to make it more palatable, 

your ladies are welcome to come with you, and my lady Beth will entertain them 

during our session. We will meet together for a potluck lunch with our ladies and 

then head home – I hope with some renewed enthusiasm for our Cryptic Rite. Look 

for a fl yer with the details soon, but please put this date on your calendars now.

Finally, I will end this and every message with my desire for each of you to 

remember that without the Council degrees, the Degrees of Preservation, there are no 

discoveries to be made by the three Most Excellent Masters returning from Babylon, 

and therefore no Royal Arch degree. We need to be proud of our degrees and our title 

as Select Masters.
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Entered Apprentice Degrees

Wednesday, April 9, Ivanhoe No. 107, 

Darien, 7:00 p.m. dinner

Thursday, April 10, Temple No. 65, 

Westport, Junior Warden in the East

Saturday, April 12, Putnam No. 46, 

South Woodstock, 6:30 p.m. dinner, Junior 

Warden Kenneth A. Richards in the East

Tuesday, April 15, St. Alban's No. 38, 

Branford, 6:15 p.m. dinner, Junior Warden 

Adam Manny in the East 

Thursday, April 17, Harmony No. 42, 

Waterbury, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Thursday, April 17, Warren No. 51, 

Portland  

Tuesday, April 22, Acacia No. 85, 

Greenwich, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Wednesday, April 23, Center No. 97, 

Meriden, 6:00 p.m. dinner, educational 

lecture given by the JW on the station of the 

JW and what this represents 

Fellow Craft Degrees

Friday, April 4, Wooster No. 10, 

Colchester, 6:30 p.m. dinner, Senior 

Warden in the East

Tuesday, April 8, Manchester No. 73, 

Manchester, 6:00 p.m. dinner, 

Tuesday, April 8, Shepherd - Salem No. 

78, Naugatuck, 6:30 p.m. dinner, lecture on 

FC charge

Monday, April 21, Meridian No. 77, 

Meriden, 6:30 p.m. dinner 

Master Mason Degrees

Saturday, April 5, Anchor No. 112, East 

Hampton, performed in Bristol, Vermont 

with Libanus Lodge No 47 by dispensation

Tuesday, April 15, Seneca No. 55, 

Torrington, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Tuesday, April 15, Coastal No. 57, 

Stonington, 5:30 p.m. dinner

Monday, April 21, Compass No. 9, 

Wallingford, 6:00 p.m. dinner

Monday, April 21, Federal No. 17, 

Watertown, 6:30 p.m. dinner, visitors from 

Thomas Lodge, Palmer, Massachusetts 

Thursday, April 24, Hiram No. 1, New 

Haven, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Thursday, April 24, Bay View No. 120, 

Niantic, 6:00 p.m. dinner, district degree 

team

Thursday, April 24, Friendship Tuscan No. 

145, Manchester, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Craft at Labor…

Craft at Refreshment…
Tuesday, April 1, Manchester No. 73, 

Manchester, instruction for all EAs and FCs

Wednesday, April 2, Union No. 5, 

Stamford, step-up night

Wednesday, April 2, King Solomon's No. 7, 

Woodbury, RW Ronald M. Goldwyn: "Belly 

Masonry"

Wednesday, April 2, Ansantawae No. 89, 

Milford, Mason's night at the Orange Ale 

House

Wednesday, April 2, Center No. 97, 

Meriden, instruction and discussion of 

symbology in the lodge

Wednesday, April 2, Corinthian No. 103, 

North Haven, Bro. Jay Rosa: fencing

Wednesday, April 2, Cosmopolitan 

No. 125, New Haven, 5:45 p.m. dinner, 

awards and ladies night

Thursday, April 3, Hiram No. 1, New 

Haven, instruction  for EAs and MMs

Thursday, April 3, Warren No. 51, 

Portland, guest speaker: MW Samuel B. 

Walker

Thursday, April 3, Bay View No. 120, 

Niantic, 9:00 a.m., district breakfast at 

Groton Townhouse Restaurant 

Thursday, April 3, Sequin-Level No. 140, 

Newington, 6:15 p.m. dinner, a traditional 

American Jewish Passover service adapting it 

to our gentile brothers

Thursday, April 3, Friendship Tuscan No. 

145, Manchester, 6:30 p.m. dinner, program: 

"The Defense of the Ruffi ans" 

Friday, April 4, Wooster No. 10, Colchester, 

6:30 p.m. dinner, special event

Friday, April 4, Harmony No. 42, 

Waterbury, Grand Masters walkway 

dedication 

Friday, April 4, Putnam No. 46, South 

Woodstock, trip to George Washington 

Masonic National  Memorial  

Friday, April 4, Ansantawae No. 89, 

Milford, 6:30 p.m. dinner, awards night

Saturday, April 5, King Solomon's No. 7, 

Woodbury, 9:00 a.m., clean-up day

Saturday, April 5, St. Alban's No. 38, 

Branford, 12:00 noon, card day

Saturday, April 5, Sequin-Level No. 140, 

Newington, 8:00 a.m. fundraiser breakfast

Sunday, April 6, Corinthian No. 103, North 

Haven, 8:00 a.m. fellowship breakfast 

Sunday, April 6, Moosup No. 113, Moosup, 

8:00 a.m. all you can eat breakfast 

Monday, April 7, Compass No. 9, 

Wallingford, 6:00 p.m. dinner, Cornerstone 

Multi Lodge Table Lodge, Hartog Activity 

Center, Ashlar Village 

Monday, April 7, Federal No. 17, 

Watertown, 6:30 p.m. potluck dinner, 

discussion of the Grand Lodge session 

Monday, April 7, Meridian No. 77, 

Meriden, 6:30 p.m. Table Lodge 

Tuesday, April 8, Frederick-Franklin No. 

14, Plainville, York Rite Masonry 

Tuesday, April 8, Sequin-Level No. 140, 

Newington, 6:15 p.m. dinner at J's Crab 

Shack, Hartford

Tuesday, April 8, Philosophic Lodge of 

Research No. 400, Cromwell, 6:30 p.m. 

dinner, WB Justin Duffy: "The Chamber of 

Refl ection"

Wednesday, April 9, Union No. 5, 

Stamford, fellowship night 

Wednesday, April 9, Center No. 97, 

Meriden, 6:30 p.m. annual pizza party/Wii 

bowling tournament

Wednesday, April 9, Ashlar-Aspetuck No. 

142, Easton, 5:30 p.m. dinner, Hiram's Café: 

porketta, spaghetti, soup and salad 

Thursday, April 10, Sequin-Level No. 

140, Newington, 5:30 p.m., prepare Easter 

baskets

Thursday, April 10, Sequin-Level No. 

140, Newington, 11:00 a.m., deliver Easter 

baskets

Saturday, April 12, Union No. 5, Stamford, 

9:00 a.m. pancake breakfast, Easter Egg 

Hunt 

Saturday, April 12, King Solomon's No. 7, 

Woodbury, 9:00 a.m., clean-up day

Saturday, April 12, Corinthian No. 103, 

North Haven, 6:00 p.m., ham shoot and 

dinner

Saturday, April 12, Ashlar-Aspetuck No. 

142, Easton, 12:00 noon, Easter celebration

Sunday, April 13, Washington No. 81, 

Cromwell, 9:00 a.m. spring pancake 

breakfast

Sunday, April 13, Moosup No. 113, 

Moosup, 6:00 a.m., parking attendants for 

the Plainfi eld Haul of Fame Truck/Tractor 

Swap Meet
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Monday, April 14, Compass No. 9, 

Wallingford, lodge of instruction 

Monday, April 14, Evening Star No. 101, 

Unionville, step-up night 

Tuesday, April 15, Frederick-Franklin No. 

14, Plainville, Masonic education by WB 

Ken Jones 

Tuesday, April 15, Manchester No. 73, 

Manchester, instruction for all EAs and FCs

Tuesday, April 15, Cosmopolitan No. 125, 

New Haven, fi rst day of Passover

Wednesday, April 16, Union No. 5, 

Stamford, collecting for Masonic Ball 

Wednesday, April 16, King Solomon's 

No. 7, Woodbury, 6:30 p.m., WB Martin 

Ede: "Are you Esoteric?"

Wednesday, April 16, Jeptha No. 95, 

Clinton, 4:00 p.m., Soup Kitchen at Clinton 

Methodist Church

Wednesday, April 16, Center No. 97, 

Meriden, instruction and discussion of 

symbology in the lodge

Thursday, April 17, Wolcott No. 60, 

Stafford, 5:30 p.m. dinner, Senior Deacon's 

fellowship evening 

Friday, April 18, Shepherd - Salem No. 78, 

Naugatuck, 4:00 p.m. meatless pasta dinner

Friday, April 18, Philosophic Lodge 

of Research No. 400, Cromwell, 6:15 

p.m. dinner, Bro. Michael Northrup's 

presentation: "The Four Cardinal Virtues" 

Saturday, April 19, King Solomon's 

No. 7, Woodbury, 9:00 a.m., clean-up 

day Saturday, April 19, Village No. 29, 

Collinsville, 4:00 a.m. fi sherman's breakfast

Saturday, April 19, Ansantawae No. 89, 

Milford, 3:00 p.m., Easter egg hunt 

Saturday, April 19, Sequin-Level No. 140, 

Newington, 8:00 a.m., blood drive, pancake 

breakfast 

Sunday, April 20, Friendship No. 33, 

Southington, 7:30 a.m. pancake breakfast 

Sunday, April 20, Ansantawae No. 89, 

Milford, 9:00 a.m. York Rite breakfast 

Sunday, April 20, Moosup No. 113, 

Moosup, 8:00 a.m. all you can eat breakfast 

Tuesday, April 22, King Solomon's No. 7, 

Woodbury, 6:30 p.m. Fellowcraft dinner, 

Curtis House Restaurant, Woodbury 

Tuesday, April 22, Frederick-Franklin No. 

14, Plainville, awards night

Tuesday, April 22, Village No. 29, 

Collinsville, WM George Frascarelli: fl y 

fi shing

Tuesday, April 22, Shepherd - Salem No. 

78, Naugatuck, 6:30 p.m. dinner, awards 

night recognizing Paul Markette with the 

Armand Brodeur Citizen of the Year award, 

and lodge members for the Lewis-Birdsall 

award and Elmer Edler award 

Wednesday, April 23, Union No. 5, 

Stamford, fellowship night 

Thursday, April 24, St. Alban's No. 38, 

Branford, visit another lodge night 

Friday, April 25, Friendship Tuscan No. 

145, Manchester, monthly "Lodge of Fun"

Saturday, April 26, Hiram No. 1, New 

Haven, 3:00 p.m. dinner, presentation of 

RW Steven Allinson as District Deputy and 

Kirk Trofatter Jr. as Associate Grand Marshal

Saturday, April 26, St. Alban's No. 38, 

Branford, 8:00 a.m., breakfast with the 

Worshipful Master, Parthenon Diner, 

Branford

Saturday, April 26, Putnam No. 46, South 

Woodstock, 4:00 p.m. Southern bar-be-que 

dinner, take out only 

Saturday, April 26, Wolcott No. 60, 

Stafford, 5:00 p.m. pasta dinner

Sunday, April 27, Cosmopolitan, No., 125, 

New Haven, 1:00 p.m. dinner, presentation 

RW David Berger as District Deputy and 

David Stern as AGM

Sunday, April 27, Composite No. 28, 

Suffi eld, 7:00 p.m., Ladies at Table

Sunday, April 27, Warren No. 51, Portland, 

2:00 p.m., Kenny Fletcher Car Show, 

scholarship benefi t 

Sunday, April 27, Center No. 97, Meriden, 

8:00 a.m., breakfast 

Monday, April 28, Compass No. 9, 

Wallingford, lodge of instruction 

Monday, April 28, Temple No. 16, 

Cheshire, Esoteric Freemason lecture series 

Monday, April 28, Evening Star No. 101, 

Unionville, WB George Petrini: Beehive 

Lecture

Monday, April 28, Anchor No. 112, East 

Hampton, Hawaiian shirt night

Tuesday, April 29, Manchester No. 

73, Manchester, instruction for Entered 

Apprentices and Fellowcrafts

Wednesday, April 30, Corner Stone-

Quinebaug No. 122, Thompson, District 9 

Blue Lodge Council

Activities for 

Lodge at Labor and 

Lodge at Refreshment

are taken from calendars

 on lodge websites.

Please visit the lodge websites

 for updates and more information.

For a directory of all lodge websites 

visit www.ctfreemasons.net

Brothers! The time is upon us for Connecticut Masons to come 
hungry and for chickens to run scared in the name of charity!

4th Annual Masonic
 Chicken Challenge 

to benefi t the 

Masonicare Quality
 of Life Fund 

Saturday, June 21
Kelly’s Pub • New Haven 

For those Lodges who have participated in the past, THERE IS A NEW FORMAT FOR THE COMPETITION! 
A complete list of 2014 Chicken Challenge rules and regulations can be found here:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OdAzqM8WUQXq_0DEEO1b-SPABf8MVJ63NDX1ysPvLdQ/edit?usp=sharing

The entrance fee is $200 per Lodge Team of nine men (6 Competitors + 3 Judges.) 
Checks should be made out to Hiram Lodge No. 1 with “CC2014” in the memo. 

Entrance fees are due no later than April 29, 2014 and should be mailed to 
Chicken Challenge 2014, c/o Michael Calderone, 14 Malcolm St., Hamden, CT 06514.

Each individual Competitor or Judge has a separate entrance fee of $30 or $20, 
respectively, to be paid no later than May 13, 2014.
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INDIVIDUAL BOOSTERSINDIVIDUAL BOOSTERS thank you for 
contributing $25

MASONIC FAMILY MASONIC FAMILY 
BOOSTERSBOOSTERS

Acacia No. 85 ...................................... Greenwich 
America-St. John’s No. 8 .......................Stratford
Ashlar No. 332 ..................................Wallingford
Center No. 97 .........................................Meriden
Coastal No. 57 .................................... Stonington
Columbia No. 25 ....................South Glastonbury
Compass No. 9 ..................................Wallingford
Connecticut Masonic Scouters .............................
Connecticut York Rite College .............................
Cosmopolitan No. 125 .......................New Haven
Estuary No. 43 ................................ Old Saybrook
Evening Star No. 101 ........................... Unionville
Federal No. 17 ...................................Watertown
Friendship Tuscan No. 145 ............... Manchester
Garibaldi Masonic Club .........................Stratford
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons .....................
Grand Commandery Knights Templar ................
Granite No. 119 ......................................Haddam
Harmony No. 67 ..............................New Canaan
Hejaz Grotto ......................................New Haven
Hiram No. 18 ..................................... Sandy Hook
Ionic No. 110 ..............................North Windham
Ivanhoe No. 107 ........................................Darien
Madison No. 87 ......................................Madison
Manchester No. 73 ........................... Manchester
Masonic Club of New London .............................
Meridian No. 77 ......................................Meriden
Montgomery No. 13 .............................. Lakeville
MP Grand Council R&SM  ....................................
National Camping Travelers ..........New England
Putnam No. 46 .........................South Woodstock
Pyramid Shriners Motorcycle Club ......................
Sequin-Level No. 140  ........................ Newington
Somerset-St. James No. 34 ..............Preston
Sphinx Omar Shrine Club .................. Newington
St. Luke’s No. 48 ........................................... Kent
St. Paul’s No. 11 .................................... Litchfi eld
Temple No. 65 ........................................Westport
Travelers Woods of New England .......................
Union No. 40 ...........................................Danbury
Uriel No. 24 ..............................................Merrow
Valley No. 36 .......................................... Simsbury
Valley of Hartford, AASR .....................................
Valley of New Haven, AASR ................................
Village No. 29 ..................................... Collinsville
Warren No. 51 ........................................Portland
Washington No. 81 .............................. Cromwell
Widow’s Son No. 66 .............................. Branford
Wooster No. 10 ....................................Colchester

Those names in bold are new or renewing 
Boosters. Thank you for your support.

Make checks payable to: Grand Lodge Publications • PO Box 250 • Wallingford, CT  06492

BE A BOOSTER BE A BOOSTER 

Name or Lodge ______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

Town _______________________________________________________________  

State _____________________________  Zip  _____________________________

❏  Masonic Family Booster
 $60 listing for 11 issues

❏  Individual Booster     
    $25 listing for 11 issues

❏  Grand Booster
 More than $25                    

thank you for contributing 
more than $25

A. Harry W. Olsen, Jr.
Adrian E. Offi nger
Alvin J. MacBrien
Anderson H. Ziedler, Jr.
Andrew G. Weimann, II
Anthony F. Keegan
Arthur F. Thorsen
Arthur R. Tinsz
Aubrey V. Fisher
Bradford H. Ross
Carleton L. Quint
Cleveland P. Huggins III
Clifford T. Kearney
Clyde D. Eidson
Dagobert F. Pfeiffer
David Cheney
David A. Gessert
David C. Toomey, Jr.
David B. Urban
Donald W. Dean
Donald C. Goss

Donald H. Hasbrouck
Douglas T. Barrett
Dwight C. Mertens
Edward F. Miller
Eric H. Hoy
Frank A. Forzano
Frank H. Lesco
Gail N. Smith
George R. Churchill
George D. Moore
George A. Stickels
Gerald F. Thompson
Grant L. Brown
Harold S. Curtis
Howard E. Brown
Howard W. Orr, Jr.
James J. Fahy
James T. McWain
James A. Nankin
Jesse L. Maghan
In Memory of:

 John F. Blersch, Sr.
 John R. Boyce
John P. Mandly
John A. Novack
John B. Sterry
John A. Sturges, Jr.
Joseph P. Vollrath
Kenneth M. Dellhime
Lawrence S. Elsner
Lee J. Page
Leonard F. D’Amico
Leonard W. Finegold
Lester A. Culver, Jr.
Lewis W. Pennell
In Memory of:
   George Seeley
Lowell H. Cantor
Lyman J. McWain
Maitland E. Hudson
Martin C. Evensen
Melvin J. Levy

Michael G. Fitting
Michael S. Shear
Paul K. Edman
Raymond E. Moore
Richard W. Bogart
Robert W. Adams
Robert F. Kirschner
Robert C. MacLellan
Robert F. Polito, Jr.
Rudolph Gaydos
Scott A. Mantz
Shane Dufresne
Steven C. Aldi
Thomas E. Coons
Thomas Knowlton
Thomas A. Transue
Thomas H. Wells
Warren W. Thompson
William A. Brinley, Jr.
William J. Charamut
William R. McDonald

Al D. Croxall
Alan B. Collinge
Alan N. Knofl a
Albert W. Redway II 
Allen Bulmer
Alton L. Maclachlan
Alvin J. MacBrien
Arthur H. Carlstrom
Arthur M. Pugh, Sr.
Austin P. Geer
B. Holt Whatley
Bernard H. Allen
Betty Gaudenzi
Bill Selling
Carl H. Brown
Carl J. Mossberg
Charles P. Keating
Charles C. Maxson
Charles B. Ricker
Cranston A. Briggs
Dale E. Sweet
Dana Jaeger
Donald G. Berry
Donald N. Hentz
Donald Maehlenbrock
E. Clifford Hill
Edgar J. Wood
Edna McCraw
Edward Jevarjian
Edward M. Joynes
Edward Paradise
Eugene E. Lagasse
F. Matthew Heinrich, Jr.
Frank J. Godwin, Jr.

Fred W. Nanamaker, Jr. 
Frederick H. Russell
Fridolf J. Rusgaitis
Gary W. Arseneau
Gary E. Cohen
Gary A. Littlefi eld
George W. Coulston 
George M. Krause
George M. Leaman
Gerhardt F. Schenck
Guy M. Touma
Harmon L. Andrews
Harmon E. Corey
Henry O. Felie
Herbert W. Hope, Jr.
Herman J. Tulin
Ivan N. Finkle
Jack H. Stevens
James H. Landry
James A. Locicero
James L. Perkins
James F. Standish
Jerry G. Olson
John Bashar
John Butterworth, Jr.
John R. Kincade
John P. Lukens
John E. Pinkney
John G. Radeach 
John M. VanKirk
Joseph J. Howard
Judd S. Blaze
Karl W. Garms

Kenneth W. Lewis
Kevin H. Matsil
Kevin McWain
Laurence W. Howe
Lawrence H. Anvik
Lemuel G. Johnson, Jr.
Leon F. Smith, Jr.
Louis O. House IV
Louis Vander Eyk
Lowell H. Cantor
Mark E. Furber
Mario L. Accornero
Martin L. Rudnick
Miles E. Cochran, Jr. 
Newton Holbrook
Nils S. Larson
Orin H. Stark
Paul F. Blake
Paul R. Marte
Paul S. Willey
Peter J. Hunt
Peter H. Stevens
Philip C. Newton
Ralph K. Evans
Raymond T. Barker
Raymond H. Christopher Jr.
Raymond J. Dolyak
Raymond P. Fricano
Raymond A. Prunier
Rebecca H. Schoeck
Richard Bauman
Richard R. Brabner
Richard R. Brancifort
Richard S. DiNardo

Richard R. Jones, Jr.
Richard C. Miller
Richard E. Ruot
Robert A. Colbourn
Robert W. Harriman
Robert MacQuarrie
Robert C. Peck
Robert A. Simon
Rodney A. Spooner
Roger Jackson
Roger Knickerbocker
Roy L. Smith
Samuel B. Walker
Sandie Greene
Sandra D. Knotts
Sandra E. Osten
Scott T. Sherrick
Simon R. LaPlace
Sokol Selimaj
Sprague Vigus 
Stanley T. House
Stanley S. Sheldon, Jr.
Stephen B. McPherson
Stephen M. Thal
Sven Svensen
Theodore R. Hespeler
Thomas M. Gutner
Timothy R. Armstrong
William F. Clark
William G. Demetriades
William H. Flagg
William L. Greene
William E. Lehr, Jr.

GRAND BOOSTERSGRAND BOOSTERS
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The Last Word…
The common thread this month seems to be traveling. 

Meeting new people, enjoying new experiences, and going where 

you might have never been before.

Debbi and I traveled to Florida, as we related earlier in this 

issue. It was a wonderful experience, not just to greet so many 

Connecticut Masons and their families, but also to get to know 

Steve McPherson, Howie Orr, and Carl Anderson a lot better. 

Although we  have become well acquainted with them over the 

past eight years, it’s different being with them every day. We got 

to better appreciate what fi ne people they really are.

I also “traveled” to a sister jurisdiction right here in 

Connecticut, a Prince Hall lodge. I don’t know why I haven’t 

spent more time with Prince Hall. It seems I only visit a Prince 

Hall lodge once a year, but it’s a lot more than most of the 

brethren in the Grand Lodge of Connecticut.

I suggest that this year especially, in honor of twenty-fi ve 

years of mutual recognition, we make a point of inviting Prince 

Hall brothers to our events, and, also, meet with them at theirs. 

Our legacy of mutual recognition has spread across the country 

and benefi ted Freemasonry and mankind. We should celebrate 

that legacy, now more than ever. We owe it to those who took a 

chance, and did the right thing.

Prince Hall Freemasonry seems much more intense, but 

yet, it relies on the same basic tenets as all Masonry. Yet, we’re 

different. We come from different social and cultural landscapes. 

Certainly, our experiences are different and our view of the world 

is probably pretty different. but we don’t let our differences make 

us abandon our Masonry.

That’s a good mantra, “Don’t let our differences cause us 

to abandon our Masonry.” Brotherhood is not selective, other 

than choosing who will a member of our lodge, we take our 

obligations to accept and support all brothers.

Another adage I learned at the Prince Hall degree was when 

a Worshipful Master commented, “I didn’t come here to change 

Masonry. I came here to have Masonry change me.” Aren’t we 

all about change? Changing ourselves, changing our society, and 

changing everything for the better. If we start with ourselves, 

everything else will change with us.

This month I have also been 

to degrees at lodges where there 

are several brethren visiting. 

At one degree there were four 

Worshipful Masters visiting. 

How great is that? I’m not sure 

if the candidates realize one of 

the gifts of Masonry is the reward 

of being able to travel. One of my 

points in changing the district lines was 

to promote travel outside one’s comfort zone. These visiting 

brothers weren’t concerned with district lines, they were sharing 

the brotherhood with each other.

Have you ever had to work your way into a lodge? 

Unfortunately, wearing a purple apron gives me a pass at that 

opportunity. But I was at a lodge where the tiler asked me for 

my dues card. I was thrilled, and then it was obvious he was a 

relatively new brother and was put up to it. I didn’t mind a bit.

I remember driving cross country in Nevada, on a Saturday 

morning. We drove into a small desert town. You know the kind 

where you say to yourself, “There must be a Masonic lodge here 

somewhere.”

We found it and the front door was open, so of course, I just 

had to stop. I was greeted like a long lost brother, welcomed in 

and, since their lodge communication was about to begin, I was 

asked to join them. I hope to return to Austin, Nevada, this year, 

and join with them again in my travels.

Perhaps, I’ll see you in my travels. Maybe you will be a visiting 

traveler like me. I hope you enjoy safe travels.

 

Fraternally,

Simon R. LaPlace

Most Worshipful Grand Master

At the Conference of Grand Masters of North America, Grand Master Simon LaPlace, 

on behalf of the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation, presented a donation to National 

Masonic Foundation for Children president MW Ron L. Winnett, left, and MW Earl 

Washburn, executive director. Their signature program is the Masonic Model Student 

Assistance Program (MMSAP) designed to prevent addiction and destructive behaviors.

MMSAP is an intensive workshop for educators to learn how to identify, intervene 

with, and create appropriate referrals for students that may be at risk for substance 

abuse, depression, suicide, or violence. This workshop trains a Core Team of fi ve to eight 

educators from a school building in how to intervene early and effectively with students 

that display patterns of behaviors that threaten their success at school.

Tax deductible donations to the Connecticut Freemasons Foundation are distributed to 

worthy charities supported by the Masons of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut.

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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