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Texas Roadhouse (Hartford Location Only) and CTCHIP 
have partnered for a one day Fundraiser 

for the Connecticut Child Identifi cation Program.

TUESDAY EVENING – FEBRUARY 12

Please Note – There are peanuts and peanut dust everywhere. 

For every dollar spent by anyone who presents this invitation, 10% of 
their bill will be donated to CTCHIP in the name of Sequin-Level Lodge 
No. 140. This amount includes all food and beverage. This fundraiser is 

good for to go orders as well, just present this invitation to your server.
 

Copy this ad for additional invitations for your friends or 
visit the Sequin-Level Lodge’s web site www.sequin-level140.org  

For further information contact 
Jim Bailey at (860) 944-0129 or Larry Baker (860) 918-5339 

 
 THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING CTCHIP

TEXAS ROADHOUSE • 539 FLATBUSH AVENUE • HARTFORD, CT  • (860) 953-1311

ConnecticutConnecticut
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by Carl G. Ek

Barring meteorological 

unpleasantry, all Connecticut 

constituent lodges will have 

installed their corps of 2008 

offi cers by January 31. Annually 

the members of each lodge, and 

especially the offi cers, pledge to 

put aside matters of a personal 

nature to work loyally with the 

chosen Master in accomplishing 

the goals he sets forth.

Each Master – from those new 

and unsteady, raised from a dead 

level to a living Senior Deacon, to 

those possibly jaded by previous 

tours of the East – is known “to 

be of good morals and great 

skill, true and trusty… a lover 

of the whole Fraternity… (who) 

will discharge his duties with 

fi delity and with honor.” With 

their brothers’ “full confi dence 

in your care, skill and capacity to 

govern” the lodge, these Masters 

“agree to promote the general 

good of society, to cultivate the 

social virtues, and to propagate 

the knowledge of the art… to the 

best of (their) ability.”

But how do you do this? As 

a Master, or as a possible Master 

down the line, what will be your 

‘style’ – not just your personal 

style, but the ‘style’ your lodge 

will present to its members 

and their families, prospective 

members, host community, and 

to Connecticut Masonry? 

It’s worth thinking about, as 

songwriters Sammy Cahn and 

Jimmy Van Heusen opined in 

the motion picture Robin and the 

Seven Hoods.

“You’ve either got

or you haven’t got style.

If you got it it stands out a mile.

A fl ower’s not a fl ower if it’s wilted,

A hat’s not a hat ‘til it’s tilted….”

The next line of the song is 

very important: “You’ve either 

got or you haven’t got class.” We 

all want to be a part of a ‘class 

organization’ – so as a sitting or 

potential Master donning his 

representation of King Solomon’s 

crown – collapsible silk top hat, 

bowler, beaver, homburg, Stetson, 

tri-corn, toque, straw skimmer, 

baseball cap, or whatever else 

– let’s give some thought to the 

question of “style.”

There’s ‘internal’ style, what 

goes on in the lodge room. Have 

you planned your term well in 

advance, and given copies to 

all involved so that they can be 

present to assist in the upcoming 

activities? How about offi cers’ 

meetings – are they a part of 

your ‘leadership’ style? (They 

should be…) And then there’s 

your ‘preparedness’ style – will 

you have rehearsals for degrees? 

(No ‘should’ here – rehearsals are 

vital to giving the candidate the 

education he deserves.)

How about ‘recognition’ 

style? Are you enrolling in the 

Masters Achievement Program? 

Trestleboard of Excellence? 

These Grand Lodge programs 

are available to every lodge every 

year, and if every lodge made 

the effort to use the information 

contained in the MAA and ToE, 

they couldn’t help but get better. 

These are not meant as personal 

glorifi cations of a Master; they are 

meant as recognition of the lodge 

and its work each year.

An often-overlooked area is 

‘community’ style. Is your lodge 

known as a community asset? If 

not, why not? Are you planning 

to host a CTCHIP program? 

How about a blood drive? Or 

a food drive, or a coat drive, or 

some other activity that will help 

those in need in the community? 

Maybe you could let one or more 

of the local youth groups use your 

building for dinners, initiations, 

awards events, or the like.

Is building a lodge ‘style’ 

a daunting task? Perhaps, and 

certainly so if the Master tries 

to – or has to – do them alone. 

The ‘style’ of Masonry is to have 

a team of offi cers and members 

working together for the good 

of all concerned. The Master 

has the “responsibilities for a 

faithful discharge of the duties” 

of the offi ce, and all others have a 

responsibility to assist. 

By developing this teamwork 

and with appropriate personal 

and organizational style, “you 

can face any mirror and smile,” 

knowing that you’ve done 

your best for the lodge and for 

Masonry, leaving a ‘style’ that will 

“acquit yourself with honor and 

reputation and lay up a crown of 

rejoicing that will continue when 

time shall be no more.”

What’s Your …“Style”?

Our Cover…
Ninety-three Worshipful Masters 

will lead their lodges in 2008. 

They may don a variety of 

hats, manage their lodges with 

a variety of styles, but each 

will be charged to “spread 

light and instruction” to their 

brethren. Our thanks go to 

Ernest DelMonico of DelMonico 

Hatter, New Haven, established 

in 1908, for his assistance with 

the cover.

GGOLDEN OLDEN AAERIAL ERIAL 
SSURVEYS, URVEYS, IINC.NC.

The Ultimate One-of-a-Kind Gift
Aerial photography is available throughout Connecticut. 

Email or call for details regarding pricing and ordering.
Golden Aerial Surveys, Inc.

P.O. Box 747 • Newtown, CT 96470

photos@goldenaerialsurveys.com  •  203-426-3322

We have an inventory of 
low altitude aerial photos, 
taken in the Spring of 
2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 
that are available for that 
unique gift idea.

A special gift for family 
and friends at Christmas, 
birthdays or any time 
there is a special occasion 
for something different.

All we need is the address 
of the desired location 
and we will let you know 
if your aerial photo is 
available. Aerial view of Hartford

RITUAL WORKSHOP
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2008

8:00 A.M. REGISTRATION
LOCATION: 

Unity Lodge No. 148
Masonic Temple •10 Mason Drive • New Britain, CT 

The workshop is open to all
offi cers and members of the craft.
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Grand Master’s Message 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I look back on 2007 with wonder that so much could be 
accomplished in so short a time. Moving into the new Grand 
Lodge offi ce has improved the effi ciency of the staff, eased the 
congestion of your offi cers, and provided meeting rooms for 
committees. And fi nally, your Grand Master can sit in his offi ce 
with sunshine coming in through a window!

My Masonic Family has been incredibly welcoming to me in 
all my visits with them. I thank them for the spirit they bring to 
their lodges, chapters, courts, and assemblies. Their individual 
contributions have strengthened the presence of Masonry 
throughout the state.

I congratulate those Worshipful Masters who will lead their 
lodges in 2008. They have assumed a responsibility which is not 
always easy or fun. However, it is a blessing to have the confi dence 
of your brethren to lead them. Ultimately, it is one of the greatest 
learning experiences any man could ask for. Running a lodge 
certainly takes any good man and makes him better.

An award given me that has meant so much is the Service to 
Youth Award. We are double checking that everyone else who has 
been presented this honor will be recognized in our records. I 
would ask anyone who has received the Service to Youth Award 
to please contact the Grand Lodge offi ce to make sure they have 
been included.

In December, I was deeply saddened by the passing of MW 
R. Stanley Harrison. I considered him a personal friend, a trusty 

counselor, and a pillar of Connecticut 
Masonry. We will all miss his unswerving 
confi dence, his discipline, and 
forthrightness. My days were brightened 
by his presence at the many events where 
he joined me. I was especially pleased to have 
him attend the Grand Opening of the new offi ce. 
The plaque dedicating the Grand Secretary’s offi ce is a fi tting 
memorial to him for his years of service, not only to this Grand 
Lodge, but also to The Masonic Charity Foundation.

2008 will conclude my term as Grand Master. My hope is 
that you and your families will receive the blessings of safety and 
happiness from the Grand Architect of the Universe. My prayer 
is for those in service to our great country to return home safely, 
and that you continue to work hard, to work together, and to 
benefi t all.

God Bless You All,
God Bless Our Masonic Family,
God Bless the United States of America.

Fraternally,

William L. Greene
Grand Master

Masonicare is once again 

planning Nutmegger Reunions 

for members of the Masonic 

family who reside in Florida. 

There will be four reunions held 

this year on both the west and 

east coasts of Florida. 

The locations and dates 

of the Florida reunions are as 

follows: 

February 5, 2008 – Hilton 

Gardens Inn, Fort Myers

February 6, 2008 – 

Renaissance Hotel Boca Raton, 

Boca Raton

February 7, 2008 – Marion 

Dunn Lodge, Ocala 

February 8, 2008 – Timber 

Greens Country Club, New Port 

Richey  

Most Worshipful Grand 

Master William L. Greene, and 

his wife, Sandie, will attend 

all four reunions this year. 

In addition, MW Greene will 

present 50-year pins to brothers 

who are due to receive them. 

These reunions are special 

gatherings designed to bring 

together old friends and keep 

the Masonic family informed 

of happenings throughout the 

Masonicare continuum. 

Watch for your invitation, 

which should arrive by mail in 

early January 2008.

If you are a snowbird, or 

are planning to be in Florida 

on the above dates, you are 

also welcome to attend the 

reunions. 

If you would like additional 

information about the reunions, 

or believe you are due to receive 

a fi fty year pin, please contact 

Brother Carl Anderson, RW 

Grand Organist and Masonicare’s 

Vice President for Fraternal 

Relations, by calling him at 

(203) 679-6917. You may also 

email Bro. Carl at canderson@

masonicare.org. 

Nutmegger Reunions Planned for February 2008
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by Michael L. Castroll

When the Pierpont Edwards 

Medal was fi rst conceived as the 

Grand Lodge of Connecticut 

celebrated her sesquicentennial 

to recognize brothers who have 

offered meritorious service to 

the craft, it’s as if the architects of 

that coveted award had Charley 

Hnilicka in mind. His citation 

speaks for itself. His biography 

sets a standard of excellence. 

Brother Charley was born 

March 16, 1929 in Chester, 

Connecticut, one of two children 

of Bro. Karl and Julia Ballek 

Hnilicka. His sister, Barbara 

Hnilicka Lavezzoli, rounded out 

the family. He was lucky enough 

to have found two women to share 

his life. He married Constance 

Holcolm on October 19, 1950, 

and he remarried in January, 

1970 to Peg (Betty) Hnilicka. In 

all, six children have adorned 

the Hnilicka home. Charley 

attended Chester Elementary 

School and graduated from 

Staunton Military Academy in 

1947. 

Charley is fortunate to have 

been able to combine his love of 

automobiles as not just a hobby, 

but as an avocation with a career. 

He fi rst applied his talents with 

Williams Chevrolet in East 

Haddam and Dave Squires 

Chevrolet in Old Saybrook. 

Later, he went to work for the 

Connecticut Department of 

Motor Vehicles (DMV), retiring 

with the rank of sergeant. 

Over the years, he has bought, 

restored, and sold numerous 

antique cars, participating in car 

shows throughout the northeast. 

As an active member of the 

Belltown Antique Car Club he 

drives thousands of miles each 

year. He has also acted as liaison 

to private groups with the DMV.

Charley is a bundle of 

energy. A long-time member of 

the United Church of Chester, 

he was a major contributor in 

the donation of a new church 

elevator. He is president of the 

Chester Alumni Association, and 

is a dynamo when it comes to 

East Haddam Rotary. Charley’s 

abounding energy caused East 

Haddam to create the Volunteer 

of the Month Award, and made 

Charley the fi rst recipient.

Charley’s father Karl was a 

charter member of Solar Lodge 

No. 131. Chester. The apple 

certainly did not fall far from 

the tree! Charley’s enthusiasm 

led him to seek Masonic light in 

Solar Lodge; on the night of his 

Fellowcraft Degree, he eloped 

to Elkton, Maryland. He was 

raised to the sublime degree of 

Master Mason on November 20, 

1950. He immediately started in 

the line and served as Master in 

1957. He served other terms as 

Master of Solar Lodge in 1964 

and 1972. In 1967 he became 

Right Worshipful District Deputy 

of District 7B. 

Charley is always on hand 

for Solar Lodge events. He was 

part of the building committee 

that saw the old dirt fl oor of the 

lodge basement replaced with 

one of cement, and the eventual 

sale of the building. At Solar 

Lodge’s awards night in June, he 

was decorated with the Pierpont 

Edwards Medal in Bronze 

for Distinguished Masonic 

Service. How fi tting an honor to 

distinguish 57 years of service to 

Masonry. Well done, Good and 

Faithful Servant!

Brother Hnilicka’s Career Honored



Did you know that displaying 

a Masonic emblem on your 

automobile is considered “in 

bad taste?”  Grand Master Robert 

Nisbet made that determination 

in 1953, and it’s still part of 

“Nickerson’s Digest of Decisions,” 

which has the effect of Masonic 

law for all Connecticut Masons.

Of course, that idea is 

outdated. In fact, our current 

Grand Master and two recent 

Grand Masters provided us with 

car window decals featuring the 

Masonic emblem. And you can 

get Connecticut license plates 

with the square and compasses 

via our Grand Secretary’s offi ce.

The world has changed a great 

deal.  For several centuries, society 

was much more oriented towards 

the written word.  Newspapers 

fl ourished, most homes owned 

(and people actually read) 

encyclopedias and a good lecture 

was popular entertainment.  But 

times changed, and we became 

a much more visual society.  

Masonry was actually on the 

cutting edge with its costumes 

and marching and participatory 

dramas and rituals.  Today, 

though, we’re playing catch-up, 

with PowerPoint presentations, 

DVDs of degrees, and a variety of 

new prints and posters to further 

Masonic education.

There was a time when men 

fl ocked to Freemasonry, and 

people fl ocked to established 

churches and synagogues.  The 

words, “If you build it they will 

come,” were true for many.  But 

not any more.  There was a time 

when the real estate ads in the 

newspaper were the place to 

fi nd good deals; now, according 

to my real estate agent, the 

overwhelming 

majority of 

home buyers 

ignore print 

ads and look 

on the Internet 

instead.  There 

was a time 

when all you 

had to do was 

a n n o u n c e 

a blood drive, 

and crowds 

would come. 

Now, surveys 

indicate that 

most folks won’t 

give blood unless 

they are personally 

invited. Another 

study revealed that a 

signifi cant number of our 

neighbors have no idea what a 

cross or Star of David signifi es.

My point is that we need 

to get the word out about our 

religious faith.  And we need to 

encourage our friends to become 

our brothers in Masonry.

If your religious community, 

like my church, has its annual 

meeting in January, I urge you to 

speak up and promote the idea of 

getting the message out about how 

God is working in and through 

your congregation.  There are 

many wonderful ways to spread 

the word of the Lord in a helpful, 

nonconfrontational manner 

with your neighbors, coworkers, 

and your community.  

The same holds true for the 

Craft.  Books like The DaVinci 

Code and movies like National 

Treasure have spurred interest in 

Freemasonry, and you and I need 

to take advantage 

of that and wear a 

Masonic lapel pin, 

shirt, jacket, or hat, 

display an auto 

emblem (!), and 

ensure our lodge has 

a current website and 

“What Is A Mason?” 

and petitions handy for 

any and all brethren to share 

with their friends.

Of course, it’s also true that 

we have to make our churches 

and lodges welcoming places 

with activities that draw people 

in, get them involved, and 

challenge them to grow.  But the 

best programs and teaching and 

ritual are for naught unless we 

let folks know it’s there.

Jesus said, “No one after 

lighting a lamp puts it under 

the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light 

to all in the house. In the same 

way, let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to 

your Father in heaven” (Matthew 

5:15-16).  

There’s a reason why you 

continue to pay dues to your 

lodge.  There’s a reason why 

you continue to belong to your 

church or synagogue.  Whatever 

it is, pass it on. 

Grand Chaplain’s Pulpit Rev. and RW Bro. David J. Williamson, Grand Chaplain

“Share Masonry – Pass It On”
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HEJAZ GROTTO, M.O.V. P. E.R.

A G RO T T O draws Master Masons of different lodges into 

closer and more friendly relations, creates and maintains a spirit of Fraternity among us,

and meets on second Wednesdays at the 95 Gathering Place, Wallingford.

For information, please contact Ron Dworkin, Membership Chairman, at 203 469 4576 or 203 464 2742

proudly supporting

Dentistry for Children with Special Needs
for information call “Dr. of Smiles” Prophet David Cole at 203  214 4867

Ek’sClamations!

P.O. Box 120403 
East Haven, CT 06512

Telephone (203) 469-0746
Carl G. Ek,  C o m m u n i c a t o r
eksclamations@sbcglobal.com

E x c e l l e n c e  i n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

FU L L SE R V I C E AD V E R T I S I N G AG E N C Y
W R I T I N G ≈ E D I T I N G ≈ P R O O F R E A D I N G

D E S I G N ≈ P R I N T I N G ≈ D I R E C T M A I L

PI C T U R E FR A M I N G ≈ PH O T O G R A P H Y



by Michael L. Castroll

There seemed a disturbance in the force, 

just when many eyes were focused on seeking 

a star in the east. On November 28, 2007, 

at 12:15 in the morning, the twinkle in the 

eyes of Thurman “Skip” Sharples closed in 

eternal sleep.

Thurman P. Sharples, Jr. was born on 

November 3, 1930, in Exeter, New Hampshire. 

While still an infant, he and his family moved 

to North Grosvernordale, Connecticut. He 

attended local schools, graduating Tourtellotte 

Memorial High School in 1948. Active in the 

Boy Scouts of America, he attained the rank 

of Star Scout and for a brief period served as 

Associate Scout Master. 

Skip (as he was affectionately known) took 

up the accordion in his early years. He would 

often be found providing entertainment at 

school, Grange, or Eastern Star functions. 

After graduating high school, he attended 

the Fort Trumbull branch of the University 

of Connecticut in New London. Commuting 

home on weekends, he was able to put his 

accordion to use, making enough money to 

defray his college expenses.

Skip joined the United States Air Force 

during the Korean Confl ict, and his fi rst 

assignment took him to Germany. This 

would have a lasting impact, as this is where 

he found the two loves of his life. He married 

Rosemarie Hoschle, his fi rst love. He and Rosie 

had fi ve children and eight grandchildren. 

When Skip brought Rosie home, they 

joined the First Congregational Church 

of Woodstock. Skip was very active in the 

church, serving as sexton for several years. 

Rosie made sure Skip was well fed. The wealth 

of her culinary arts was open to all. 

Skip’s other love was Freemasonry. Two 

years after he married Rosie, Skip took his 

fi rst two Masonic degrees in America Lodge, 

Mannheim, Germany. His Masonic journey 

was preempted, however, when his tour was 

cut short. His Master Mason Degree was 

supposed to be portrayed while he was in 

Turkey and Palestine, but a budget cut deemed 

that trip non-essential. After replanting 

his feet on American soil, Skip 

was raised in Corner Stone 

Lodge No. 122, Thompson, 

Connecticut, on August 20, 

1954.

Skip spent 20 years 

serving his country, 

retiring as a systems 

analyst, having been a 

pioneer in computer 

programming when 

the Air Force launched 

into the modern age. 

Commissioned a Second 

Lieutenant, he spent 53 

years serving his Masonic 

brethren, second to no one.

Skip toiled long and hard 

for Freemasonry in Connecticut, 

and around the globe. He served 

both Corner Stone Quinebaug Lodge No. 

122 and Putnam Lodge No. 46 as Worshipful 

Master, and as his mother lodge’s secretary 

and treasurer. He served the Grand Lodge 

as Associate Grand Marshal and then as 

RW District Deputy of District 9A, and 

was chairman of the Masonic Stewardship 

Committee. For his tireless work in the Blue 

Lodges, the Grand Lodge of Connecticut 

was pleased to present Skip with the 

Pierpont Edwards Medal in Bronze for 

Distinguished Masonic Service.

Seeking further light in Masonry, 

Skip became a member of the Scottish 

Rite Valley of Norwich and Connecticut 

Consistory, but it was in the York Rite 

where he was most active. A Past High 

Priest of Warren-Putnam Chapter No. 

12, R.A.M., he served the Grand Royal 

Arch Chapter as Custodian of the 

Work. He was a Past Thrice Illustrious Master 

of Montgomery Council No. 2, R.&S.M., and 

went on to serve the Most Puissant Grand 

Council of Connecticut as M.P. Grand Master. 

His work in the York Rite led to the 

awarding of the Ephraim Kirby 

Medal by the Grand Chapter 

and the Knight Ish Sodi Award 

by the Grand Council.

Skip found great family 

joy with the Order of 

Amaranth, where he was 

Grand Royal Patron with 

his daughter, Annie, as 

Royal Grand Matron. 

Rosie would have been 

Grand Page, crowning her 

daughter at their Grand 

Session this past March and 

traveling with them, were it 

not for her untimely passing. 

He was a member of Sphinx 

Shrine and the Moslem Shrine 

Club, and Jessamin Chapter No. 58, 

OES, where he was a Past Worthy Patron.

Wherever Skip went, and whatever he did, 

you know he enjoyed himself, and everyone 

around him seemed to beam. Now that he 

has been removed from us, for now Skip has 

joined Rosie, who preceded him nearly two 

years ago.

Adieu, good and trusted Brother, 

Companion, Sir Knight …friend to all!
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The “Quiet Corner” Loses a Great Brother

MASONIC TEMPLE
FOR RENT

Have your Birthday Party, Anniversary Party, 
Family Party or Wedding at the 

Manchester Masonic Temple 
25 East Center Street, Manchester

Application must be completed by a 
Mason; additional charges may apply.

Contact David Toomey at (860) 643-4734 or 
James Loersch at (860) 647-8266 

or by e-mail:   jamesengco@sbcglobal.net 
 to reserve a date or with questions

4000 SF Banquet Hall 
with kitchen  

$250/ half day

1600 SF Social Room 
with kitchen  

$150/ half day
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Bro. Ainee D. Brochu displayed talents 

in industry and sports. Born in Sherbrook, 

Canada in 1874, he learned English during 

twelve years of education in Canada. In 

1891 he won the title of champion racer 

riding the high-wheeled bicycle in Toronto. 

He became a prosperous businessman in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts in the beginning 

of his adult years and joined the League of 

American Wheelmen. He won races that were 

100 miles long from Salem to Newburyport, 

Massachusetts over old dirt roads. When he 

won a race in Revere, Massachusetts he was 

offered a three diamond ring but wanted the 

$100 purse instead. At the age of 21 he was 

hired by a furniture store in Boston, working as 

a collector in the towns of Salem and Lynn.

Bro. Brochu learned the mechanic trade 

and invented a motor repair stand to hold 

Ford blocks and complete engine assemblies 

in any one of four positions. It was called 

the A.B. Stand and was capable of holding 

1000 pounds. For this he received a royalty of 

$500 a week, a large sum in 1901. He came to 

Hartford and started manufacturing the A.B. 

Tire Spreader, the A.B. Bench Press and the 

A.B. Hydraulic Wheel Roller.

In 1915, Ainee D. Brochu was making hand 

grenades, sending them to Washington to 

be used in the war effort. He became a 

member of Tuscan Lodge No. 126 and 

his later years were spent at the Masonic 

Home and Hospital in Wallingford.  

✦  ✦  ✦
On December 4, 2007, Connecticut 

lost another Past Grand Master. MW 

Richard Stanley Harrison was Grand 

Master in 1975 and served as Grand 

Secretary from 1981 to 1993. Twice 

he was asked to step in at short notice 

to assume additional responsibilities. As 

Deputy Grand Master, he was obliged to 

preside over the 1975 Grand Lodge session 

when Grand Master Wesley Gomez was taken 

sick during the banquet the night before the 

start of the Grand Lodge session. MW Gomez 

died a few days later.

In June 1981, the unexpected death of 

Grand Secretary William Campbell, also a 

Past Grand Master, left a void in the ranks of 

the Grand Lodge offi ce and MW Stan, again, 

fulfi lled those duties and served for a dozen 

years. He became the fi rst Grand Secretary to 

retire from offi ce while in good health in the 

20th century and was honored as 

the second Grand Secretary 

Emeritus, but the fi rst to 

enjoy his title for more than 

a few months.

When this Grand 

Historian assumed the 

duties in 1989, MW 

Harrison was most 

helpful in assisting me 

in the performance of my 

duties and informing me 

what needed to be done. 

Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to the Harrison family and 

to Connecticut Freemasonry, as once again, 

Freemasonry has lost another giant.

✦  ✦  ✦
Passing away the previous week was RW 

Thurman P Sharples Jr., a close Masonic 

mentor to me in the York Rite and a Past Most 

Puissant Grand Master of cryptic Masonry. We 

mourn these two distinguished brothers and 

offer condolences to their families.  

✦  ✦  ✦
The position of Historian should not 

be overlooked in the appointment of lodge 

offi cers.  Like the Organist and 

the Tiler, the Historian is part of 

the administrative offi cers of the 

lodge who diligently perform their 

duties, year after year. He is the last 

offi cer to be installed and his job is 

to record the history of the lodge so 

that others, years from now, might 

be able to fi nd out the right.

✦  ✦  ✦
In our Grand Lodge, the fi rst 

Grand Historian was James Royal 

Case who served over thirty years 

with honor and distinction. After 

his death, MW William F Saars 

performed some of the duties for 

the remainder of the term until MW 

Morris Budkofsky was appointed 

in 1988. I was appointed in 1989 

and am honored to have these 

wise and knowledgeable brothers 

precede me for without them and 

their work, the job would be much 

harder. RW Case spent hours in 

the dusty tombs of the Grand 

Lodge uncovering history and 

related some of his fi ndings when 

I had the honor of chauffeuring 

him on some of his excursions.  

As Worshipful Masters consider 

appointments, it is not too late to 

appoint a lodge Historian.

Grand Historian’s  Corner RW Bro. Gary A. Littlefi eld, Grand Historian



by Sharon Napolitano

Ten dollars may not buy 

much these days, but $10 a week 

– or $520 a year – will enhance 

the lives of many and put you 

or your organization in good 

company.  

Composite Lodge No. 28, 

Suffi eld, recently joined the ranks 

of a growing group of caring 

and committed individuals and 

lodges throughout Connecticut 

collectively known as The 

Masonicare Society. Its members 

are those who generously give 

$520 or more each year to the 

Masonicare Annual Appeal 

– an ongoing campaign of The 

Masonic Charity Foundation 

of Connecticut that helps 

Masonicare and its affi liates 

provide an impressive and 

unmatched continuum of care to 

seniors.

 “We wanted to do something 

special,” said WB David Slack, 

2007 Worshipful Master. 

“Joining The Masonicare Society 

is a concrete way of showing our 

support for Masonicare.” 

Since its inception in 

November 2005, The Masonicare 

Society – founded by Past Grand 

Masters Gail N. Smith and Gail 

L. Smith – has grown to 139 

members.

Annual donations of $520 or 

more to the Masonicare Annual 

Appeal help support the Quality 

of Life Funds at the Masonic 

Healthcare Center, Ashlar of 

Newtown and Connecticut 

VNA – all Masonicare affi liates. 

Quality of Life Funds are used 

to help improve the quality of 

life of patients and residents 

of Masonicare when no other 

funding sources 

are available.

P a s t 

Quality of Life 

purchases for 

residents have 

included items 

such as reading 

m a g n i f i e r s , 

n e w s p a p e r 

subscriptions, 

clothing and 

shopping vouchers to the 

affi liate shops and cafes, 

dentures and hearing aids, 

recreational programs and 

more.

“We are so pleased that 

Composite Lodge has chosen 

to support The Masonicare 

Annual Appeal by joining 

The Masonicare Society,” 

said Eloise Mongillo, 

Director of Development 

at The Masonic Charity 

Foundation of Connecticut, 

the philanthropic affi liate of 

Masonicare. “This is a very 

generous donation and one 

that is truly appreciated.”

According to Bro. Slack, 

Composite Lodge’s interest 

in joining The Masonicare 

Society took root in February 

of 2007, when more than 20 

lodge members toured the 

Masonic Healthcare Center 

in Wallingford and discovered 

what a comprehensive healthcare 

facility and continuum it is.  “It is 

something to be very proud of,” 

he said.

Following that tour, the lodge 

learned about The Masonicare 

Society and the Quality of Life 

Funds supported through the 

Masonicare Annual Appeal. 

“Eloise came up to our lodge 

and outlined the program,” Bro. 

Slack said. “We thought it was 

great. I brought it up at the next 

meeting, but there was no further 

discussion. Our decision to join 

the Masonicare Society was 

unanimous.” 

Composite Lodge No. 28 

– approximately 350 members 

strong – is a consolidation of 

former Apollo Lodge No. 59, 

Doric Lodge No. 94, Euclid Lodge 

No. 109, and Morning Star Lodge 

No. 28. The lodges had originally 

split off from Morning Star Lodge 

in the 1800s, WB Slack explained, 

but came full circle when they 

consolidated in April 2006 as 

Composite Lodge No. 28. 

The lodge’s recent donation 

to the Masonicare Annual Appeal 

– made through its Philanthropic 

Fund – qualifi ed the lodge for 

membership in The Masonicare 

Society. It was the fi rst Masonicare 

Society enrollment of the new 

fi scal year.

 “Our Masonicare Society 

members are instrumental in 

helping Masonicare provide 

exceptional quality of care for our 

elderly residents in need,” said 

Mongillo. “We are very grateful 

for their support.”

For more information 

about The Masonicare Society, 

contact The Masonic Charity 

Foundation of Connecticut at 

(203) 679-5555.
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SHOWING ITS SUPPORT…

Composite Lodge No. 28 Joins The Masonicare Society

In November, Composite Lodge No. 28, Suffi eld, joined the ranks of The 

Masonicare Society, a giving society whose members donate $520 or more 

per year to the Masonicare Annual Appeal. Here, Brother David Slack, 2007 

Worshipful Master, makes the lodge’s membership offi cial as he presents a check 

to Eloise Mongillo, Director of Development at The Masonic Charity Foundation 

of Connecticut, the philanthropic affi liate of Masonicare. 
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by Sharon Napolitano

For fi ve decades, Bro. Francis 

Trotter has been proud to be a 

Mason. The 91-year-old former 

Suffi eld resident says it has, in 

fact, been an honor.

In recognition of Bro. Trotter’s 

major Masonic milestone, MW 

Grand Master William L. Greene 

presented him with a 50-year 

pin in a special ceremony held 

September 19, 2007 on the 

Masonicare campus. 

 “I was very honored and 

very pleased to be presented my 

pin by the Grand Master,” said 

Bro. Trotter, who is affi liated 

with Composite Lodge No. 28, 

Suffi eld. “I have been honored 

to spend the last 50 years in 

Masonry.”

“This year, I got my fi rst free 

membership card,” he quipped.

Over the years, Bro. Trotter – a 

resident of the A. Norman Johnson 

Apartments at Masonicare – has 

also been a strong supporter of 

The Masonic Charity Foundation 

of Connecticut (MCF), the 

philanthropic affi liate of 

Masonicare. He donates faithfully 

to the Masonicare Annual Appeal 

and the Holiday Appeal and has 

established four charitable gift 

annuities with MCF. He is also 

a member of The Foundation’s 

Baldwin and Cleaveland 

societies. 

Baldwin Society members are 

those who contribute $10,000 or 

more in a 12-month period to The 

Foundation’s Endowment Fund; 

Cleaveland Society members are 

those who contribute $10,000 or 

more in a 12-month period in 

the form of unrestricted funds. 

The unrestricted donations and 

earnings from the Endowment 

Fund are used to support the 

many programs, services, and 

facilities of Masonicare and its 

affi liates. 

“I like supporting The Masonic 

Charity Foundation,” he said. 

“They do good work.”

A Connecticut native and the 

youngest of three children, Bro. 

Trotter grew up in Bridgeport and 

graduated from Warren Harding 

High School in 1934. After a 

short stint as an apprentice 

cabinetmaker, Bro. Trotter was 

drafted into World War II. “It was 

June 1941,” he said. “I was six 

months from my 24th birthday 

when the U.S. Army drew my 

number.”

After completing basic train-

ing at Fort Devens, Massachusetts, 

Bro. Trotter was transferred 

to Camp Gordon in Georgia, 

where he attended Signal Corps 

Training School. “They tried to 

make a radio repairman out of 

me, but it wasn’t in my blood,” 

he said. “I applied for Company 

Carpenter and was assigned the 

job of designing and building 

an offi ce on a 1½-ton fl atbed 

Army truck. When we went out 

on maneuvers, I was the signal 

offi cer’s driver,” he added.

When Bro. Trotter applied 

for Offi cer Candidate School, 

he was accepted and was then 

transferred to Engineering School 

at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. “When I 

graduated, I was given my gold 

bar, but they also gave me a ‘boat 

ticket,’” he said. “I was put on 

a troop carrier ship as part of a 

convoy of supply ships headed 

for Oran, Africa, where I was 

assigned to General Eisenhower’s 

headquarters.”

In 1944, Bro. Trotter was 

promoted to 1st Lieutenant and 

sent to Casserta, Italy, where he 

was much closer to the action. 

Eventually, the stress of war took 

its toll and he was sent home. 

He was honorably discharged in 

1945.

“I went back home to 

Stratford and went to work as a 

draftsman for General Electric 

in Bridgeport,” Bro. Trotter said. 

“That’s where I met my future 

wife, Carolyn, who worked in 

my department. I found out that 

we were neighbors and actually 

lived on the same street. In 1948, 

I proposed and she accepted.” 

The couple married in June 

of 1949 and settled in a country 

home in Suffi eld. Bro. Trotter 

went to work as a draftsman in 

the engineering department for 

Kaman Aircraft in Bloomfi eld, and 

later transferred to the Contract 

Administration Department, 

negotiating contracts with the 

U.S. Government. He remained 

at Kaman for the next 27 years.  

“My wife died in 1976 at 

the age of 51,” said Bro. Trotter. 

Prior to her death, they had 

celebrated their 25th–year 

anniversary with a cruise to the 

Caribbean. In 1984, Bro. Trotter 

decided to sell the Cape Cod 

home that he and Carolyn had 

extensively remodeled over the 

years and move to Ashlar Village, 

Masonicare’s senior retirement 

community in Wallingford. “I 

was one of the pioneers up there,” 

he said. “I helped set up the rules 

and regulations for the Ashlar 

Village Association and was 

elected as the fi rst president.”

To escape the cold New 

England winters, Bro. Trotter and 

his friend, Harriette Gray, moved 

in 1988 to Lakeland, Florida, 

where he remained for the next 

15 years. In 2003, he moved 

back to Connecticut and took 

up residence at the A. Norman 

Johnson Apartments, where 

a life-size statue of a German 

shepherd named Ginger “greets” 

visitors outside his door. Ginger 

looks a lot like Trixie, a dog he 

owned back in the 1930s.

Although he doesn’t 

drive anymore, Bro. Trotter 

maintains his membership at 

the Congregational Church in 

Suffi eld, where he served as the 

church treasurer for 27 years. He 

also maintains his membership 

with Composite Lodge No. 

28, which is a consolidation 

of Apollo Lodge No. 59, Doric 

Lodge No. 94, Euclid Lodge No. 

109, and Morning Star Lodge No. 

28. The lodges consolidated in 

April 2006. 

WB Trotter served as 

Worshipful Master of Apollo 

Lodge No. 59 in 1962 and then 

as secretary for fi ve years. On 

November 17, 1988, he was 

presented the Luke Lockwood 

Medal for Outstanding Service to 

Masonicare.

 “It’s been an enjoyable 

association with Masonry,” said 

WB Trotter. “It’s been an honor.”

REFLECTING ON A LIFE OF SERVICE…

Bro. Francis Trotter Achieves 50-Year Milestone in Masonry

WB. Francis Trotter of Composite Lodge No. 28 was presented with his 50-

year pin in a special ceremony held at Masonicare on September 19, 2007. 

Bro. Trotter (seated) was presented his pin by MW Grand Master William 

L. Greene (center, standing). Attending were (l-r) RW Jason Rieger, RW 

Irving Pease; Jennifer King, president of The Masonic Charity Foundation 

of Connecticut; Bro. Clifford Miley; Bro. Trotter’s niece, Betty Falango; WB 

Howard Orr, Chairman, Masonicare Board of Trustees and member of 

Composite Lodge No. 28; and Masonicare Chaplain Anne Baltzell. 
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by Rafael Figueroa

During my vacation to the 

Dominican Republic I was 

fortunate to attend a special 

meeting at the “Logia Nuevo 

Mundo No. 5” in the province of 

Santiago.

My family and I were 

supposed to go to the capital, 

Santo Domingo, but were unable 

to, so I asked my mother-in-law 

if she had heard of the lodge. To 

my luck and surprise she had 

but did not know what kind of 

lodge it was. I asked for a ride 

that afternoon so I at the very 

least I would take pictures of the 

lodge, if indeed it was a Masonic 

Lodge. 

Luckily it turned out to be 

Masonic and also opened at the 

time I went there. I saw a lady 

who was cleaning their museum 

and got her attention. She was 

friendly and contacted a Mason 

from the lodge and we talked on 

the phone and he invited me to a 

special meeting they were having 

that night.

I returned that evening and 

the Mason who I spoke with, 

who happened to be a Past 

Master, saw me and immediately 

embraced me like if he had 

known me for years. I felt at home 

at once. As more brothers arrived 

he introduced me as a traveling 

brother and all welcomed and 

received me in the same manner.

I had called our Grand Lodge 

for a letter of introduction and I 

had my membership card with 

me as proof that I was up to 

date with my dues. They did ask 

to see my credentials and when 

satisfi ed I was taken on a tour of 

their museum. It was about 20’x 

40’ and packed to the brim with 

not only Masonic artifacts but 

Dominican history as well. They 

even had a picture of our very 

own Brother George Washington, 

only they called him “Jorge”.

Their opening and closing of 

lodge was very different from what 

I was used to, but that is the fun 

part of traveling, experiencing the 

differences of other countries and 

their traditions. After the meeting 

we went right to a Table Lodge 

with dinner and refreshments, 

again slight differences but similar 

enough for me to keep up.

What made this meeting 

special was that August 16 is the 

anniversary of “The Restoration 

War,” a Dominican civil war led 

by two men, one of whom was a 

Mason, Gregorio Luperon. I was 

informed that much like our own 

independence history, theirs was 

also led by a Mason, with many 

other Masons at his side.

When my ride arrived to take 

me home, I was again embraced 

and told to come back because 

now I have brothers to visit in 

Santiago. Two of the brothers 

told me they have family in New 

York and Connecticut so I gave 

my card out and invited them to 

Saint Peter’s No. 21 if time allows. 

I hope they make it up one 

day.

It has been said to me 

by the brother who raised 

me, “In Masonry there are 

no strangers, only brothers 

you have not met yet.” No 

truer words could have been 

said to me because that was 

what I experienced.

I encourage any 

brother that is traveling to 

another state or out of the 

country to call our Grand 

Secretary and get a “Letter 

of Introduction” just in 

case you have time to visit 

a lodge. It will be a great 

learning experience at the 

very least.

“Que asi sea”

(So Mote It Be) 

Traveling Abroad in a Foreign Jurisdiction 

Venerable Maestro (WM) Nicanor Peña and his offi cers at Table. Facing the altar and the East at Nueva Logia, Santiago, Dominican Republic.

The symbolic Tilers outside the Lodge.

The exterior of Nueva Logia No. 5 in Santiago, Dominican Republic.
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Ashlar of Newtown, Masonicare’s skilled 

nursing and rehabilitation facility on 

Toddy Hill Road in Newtown, will be 

celebrating 25 years of caring this year.

Purchased by The Masonic Charity 

Foundation of Connecticut on November 1, 

1982, Ashlar of Newtown has been proud to 

serve the Masonic family and the community 

throughout the past quarter century by 

providing the highest quality of care and 

services for those in need of skilled nursing 

care, short term rehab, and assisted living.

Brother Thomas Gutner, Ashlar of 

Newtown’s President, has been part of the 

organization since shortly after it became an 

affi liate of Masonicare in 1982. Bro. Gutner 

says he and the entire staff are eagerly looking 

forward to celebrating this milestone year.

 “We are currently 

working on several 

events that are still in 

the planning stages, 

and details will be 

forthcoming once 

plans are fi nalized. We 

sincerely appreciate the 

generosity and strong 

support we’ve received 

from our Masonic 

family throughout the 

years. We look forward 

to having many of you 

join us during 2008 

as we celebrate our 

successes.”

RW James McWain, 

chair of the board 

of directors, has 

been involved 

with the board of Ashlar of Newtown 

since the reorganization of Masonicare 

in 1994. He indicates that support 

for the skilled nursing and assisted 

living facility is strong, both in the 

Masonic family and in Newtown 

and surrounding communities. Bro.  

McWain said Masonic and community 

events held at Ashlar of Newtown have 

always been well attended, and he expects 

the Masonic family will eagerly join staff 

and residents at the many events that will 

celebrate Ashlar of Newtown’s successful 

completion of 25 years of service. “I join Tom 

Gutner in thanking you for your continued 

support and sincerely hope you will assist us 

in celebrating this important milestone.”

Ashlar of Newtown Celebrates 25 Years of Caring 

Brother Steven Allinson, a 26-year-old 

Mason, recently became a volunteer at 

Masonic Healthcare Center in Wallingford 

because of his desire to serve others as a 

Master Mason. 

After completing his undergraduate 

degree at Bryant College in 2003, 

Brother Steven joined Hiram Lodge No. 

1, New Haven, as a 

result of his friendship 

with several Masons, 

including Brothers 

Marty Rudnick, Larry 

Rudnick and Richard 

Werner. In 2007, Brother 

Allinson graduated from 

Quinnipiac University 

with a degree of Juris 

Doctor (J.D.), and he was 

sworn in and admitted 

to the Connecticut Bar 

on November 5, 2007. 

While waiting for 

the results of the bar 

exam, Brother Steven 

volunteered to assist 

the staff in Masonic 

Healthcare Center’s 

recreation department. He helps by trans-

porting residents to and from a host of 

social events and programs, the beauty 

shop, and in warmer weather, takes 

particular pleasure in strolling outdoors 

with residents so they can enjoy the fresh 

air and sunshine.  Brother Steven also helps 

by assisting the recreation department in 

running and hosting various games and 

activities for the residents. 

Brother Steven says he continues to 

come back to volunteer at Masonicare 

“because it is an easy way to make the 

residents happier.” He also noted that he 

was impressed with the Center because 

he saw that so many of the residents were 

“happy and smiling.” 

Brother Steven attends lodge meetings 

regularly and is friends with a group of 

younger Masons who are affi liated with 

Hiram Lodge No. 1 and Corinthian Lodge 

No. 103, North Haven. Although he joined 

Hiram Lodge because of his relationships 

with longstanding Masons and his interest 

in the history of the oldest lodge in 

Connecticut, he cites his main reason was 

to “be part of an organization that makes 

a difference in the community.”

Masonry - the Next Generation 

Ashlar of Newtown celebrates its 25th anniversary since its purchase by 

The Masonic Charity Foundation. 
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(a) RW Frank W. Bauer, DD • WB Thomas L. Sullivan, Jr., AGM

(b) RW John B. Stack, DD • WB Gordon R. Burritt, AGM

DISTRICT

NO. 2

(a) RW William R. Deickler, DD • WB Frederick J. Clark, Jr., AGM

(b) RW Michael J. Sutila, DD • WB Christopher G. Finalis, AGM

DISTRICT

NO. 1

by Scott Sargeant

Acacia Lodge No. 85 is moving back 

to Greenwich. The lodge has concluded 

an agreement with the Byram Archibald 

Neighborhood Center at 289 Delavan 

Avenue.

The fi rst meeting in the new lodge room 

will be Tuesday, January 22, when offi cers for 

2008 will be installed by WB Scott Sargeant. 

A grand opening party will follow.

This year Acacia Lodge No. 85 celebrates 

the 150th anniversary of the granting of its 

original charter and is planning a celebration 

later in the year. 

Acacia Lodge No. 85 has longed to return 

to Greenwich since moving to Darien in 

1975, sharing apartments with Ivanhoe 

Lodge No. 108. They hope to be involved in 

the Greenwich community once again and 

after many years their wish has come true.

The brothers of Acacia Lodge No. 85 

invite everyone to visit and inspect the new 

facilities. WB Scott Sargeant can be contacted 

at ssargele@aol.com for details.

Acacia 85 moves home to Greenwich

by Rafael Figueroa

On Wednesday, November 28, Montgomery Lodge No. 13, 

Lakeville, hosted a Master Mason Degree. MW Charles Yohe, Past 

Grand Master, cooked the meatloaf and roast chicken dinner. WM 

Gary Ross was in the east for the fi rst half and the Caledonian Degree 

Team performed the second half of the degree, which all agreed was 

wonderful and exciting.

Montgomery Lodge No. 13 contributed one brother and Saint 

Peter’s Lodge No. 21, New Milford brought two brothers to be raised 

to the sublime degree of Master Mason. With over forty brothers in 

attendance, the Caledonians were invited to return soon. 

Caledonians put on a show in Lakeville

The Caledonian Degree Team led by RW Marshall Robinson, in plaid 

apron and dark jacket; new Master Masons Brothers William LeMoine III, 

Daniel W. Nichols, Saint Peter’s Lodge No. 21; Brother Robert Valentine 

and WM Gary Ross, Montgomery Lodge No. 13. 

by John W. Ticknor

Eureka Lodge No. 83, Bethel, has been helping the 

American Red Cross collect blood for several years.

This past November, Eureka held its tenth Red Cross 

Blood Drive.

Many of Eureka’s brothers have helped collect more 

than 600 units.

Among the contributors with the highest 

accumulated donations are WB Bill Bassett, Bro. Bob 

Cedergren, Bro. Jim Hart, and Bro. Terry Miller.

Bro. Bassett has donated 2 gallons, Bro. Cedergren 

has donated 6 gallons, Bro. Miller has donated 

10 gallons, and Bro. Hart leads all donors with an 

accumulated donation of 16 gallons.

Some of the brothers are pictured at left along side 

the American Red Cross truck.

Eureka Secretary John W. Ticknor recommends any 

lodge who wants to sponsor a blood drive contact Bro. 

Jim Hart at (203) 798-6817.

Bethel Brothers Help American Red Cross, Again
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(a) RW Robert C. Moon, DD • WB Charles W. Rome, AGM

(b) RW Bruce Padula, DD • WB James J. Pyskaty, AGM

(c) RW Bradley K. Cooney, DD • WB Edwin F. Dingus, AGM

DISTRICT

NO. 4
Always a Fun Event – 
For 38 Years

Back in 1970, the late Arthur 

F. Simpson, then High Priest of 

Milford Chapter No. 49, Royal 

Arch Masons, came up with 

a simple, fun, family event: a 

holiday sing-along. Thirty-eight 

years later, the tradition continues, 

and the late Bro. Simpson, later 

to be Most Worshipful Grand 

Master, must be smiling at the 

longevity of this event.

Following a dinner prepared 

by High Priest Bruce Rumford 

and his team, guests fi lled the 

Milford Masonic Temple to 

participate in the one-hour 

event. This, explained master 

of ceremonies and MWPGM 

Kenneth B. Hawkins, Sr., was to 

allow guests from across the state 

to get home at an early hour from 

their Masonic travels.

And what guests there are! 

As usual, the four grand York 

Rite heads were present: MWGM 

William L. Greene, Most Excellent 

Grand High Priest William K. 

Barr, Most Puissant Grand Master 

Raymond Tomlinson, and Right 

Eminent Grand Commander 

Ernest ‘Jack’ Smith. Tradition 

holds that this group forms a 

vocal quartet, and this year’s 

group acquitted themselves most 

favorably.

Sprinkled around the room 

were another fi ve Past Grand 

Masters and their ladies – MW 

Brothers Bodin, Fowler, Howard, 

Lorenson, and Vander Eyk 

joined Bro. Hawkins – and all 

of these brothers got a chance 

to sing. Indeed, “3 Grands” 

– Ken Hawkins, Fred Lorenson, 

and Lou Vander Eyk – join with 

an “Upright” – RW Carleton V. 

Erickson – to sing regularly. This 

group, introduced by its youngest 

member as “four elderly brothers,” 

donned appropriate attire for 

their songs. They were skillfully 

accompanied by Kathy Vander 

Eyk, the very accommodating 

wife of Bro. Lou.

Another traditional quartet 

consists of the four ‘second in 

command’ brothers of the grand 

lines. Only Andy Weimann of 

the Grand Council of Royal & 

Select Masters and Ken Hall of 

the Grand Chapter, Royal Arch 

Masons, were able to be present, 

so Bro. Hawkins chose a pair 

of substitutes to join them: RW 

Brothers Bruce Bellmore and 

Carl Ek. The latter pair were said 

to have pulled their weight….

Interspersed among com-

ments from the distinguished 

guests were fl ute solos by Sister 

Carolyn ‘Charley’ Walls. Her 

fi rst presentation was a lively 

Burgundian carol for which 

she hopes someone will fi nd 

the lyrics so that next year, all 

can sing along with her. Sister 

Jean Benco, another regular 

participant, offered vocal solos 

in the event. Sister Jean was 

accompanied by Sister Ruth 

Songhurst, a Past Grand Matron 

of the Eastern Star who provided 

accompaniment for much of the 

evening’s caroling.

At 7:55 PM, Past Most Puissant 

Grand Master Bob Sherrick, event 

chairman, was asked to dim the 

lights for the traditional fi nal song 

of the evening: Silent Night. Before 

he did so, he announced that the 

39th annual carol sing would be 

held on Monday, December 15, 

2008. The last piece of business 

done, the assembled friends and 

Masonic family sang a quiet and 

meaningful tribute to the peace to 

be found in the holiday season.

The traditional “Grand Quartet” performs at the Milford Chapter No. 49, 

R.A.M. carol sing. From left are Right Eminent Grand Commander Ernest 

‘Jack’ Smith, Most Puissant Grand Master Raymond Tomlinson, Most 

Excellent Grand High Priest William K. Barr, and MWGM William L. 

Greene. It appears that Bro. Ray was not informed that the group would be 

wearing red for their appearance…

(a) RW Ralph W. Rose, DD • WB William F. Manger, AGM

(b) RW Marshall K. Robinson, DD • WB James D. Waite, Jr., AGM

DISTRICT

NO. 3

by Ralph Rose

On Monday, November 26, at Federal Lodge No. 17, Watertown, Bro. 

Michael James Hills, Sr. was raised with his two sons to the sublime degree of 

Master Mason. Sitting in the East for the fi rst half of the degree was RW Arthur 

H. Carlstrom, Grand Senior Warden. Pictured, from left: RW Carlstrom; Bro. 

Bro. Clayton Finnemore, also raised that night; Bro. Ryan W. Hills; Bro. 

Michael J. Hills, Sr; Michael J. Hills, Jr; Worshipful Master Paul Chapin IV.

Father and sons
become Brothers
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(a) RW Richard R. Jones, Jr., DD • WB Theodore L. Hasty, AGM

(b) RW Laurence E. Hangland, DD • WB Philip B. Swain, Jr., AGM

DISTRICT

NO. 5

by Chip Stamm

When Franklin Formal of Hartford went 

out of business, all remaining inventory was 

donated to Sequin-Level Lodge No. 140, 

Newington.

The downstairs of Sphinx Shrine in 

Newington is the location of hundreds 

of shoes, tuxedoes, ties, vests and 

cummerbunds.

Typically a tuxedo jacket and pants, 

with shoes, is being sold for $50. Shoes are 

available in lace or slip-on versions. Many of 

the tuxedo jackets range from sizes 29 to 40, 

perfect for DeMolay.  

Sequin-Level No. 140 is planning 

liquidation sales. For more information, 

contact MW Chip Stamm at 860-558-8310. 

The lodge will use the proceeds to benefi t 

the resurgence of Masonic youth groups in 

Newington.

Tuxedos and Formalwear sale in Newington

(a) RW Melvin E. Johnson, DD • WB Aaron R. Sussman, AGM

(b) RW Dwight C. Mertens, DD • WB John DiCioccio, Jr., AGM

DISTRICT

NO. 6

by Jim Wilson

On Saturday, December 8, Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 

145, Manchester, installed its fi rst suite of offi cers since the 

merger in 2007 of Tuscan Lodge No. 126 with Friendship 

Lodge No. 145. WB Anderson H. Zeidler Jr., Installing 

Master, and WB Richard G. Claing, Installing Marshal, 

installed Worshipful Master Joe Dias to sit in the East for 

2008. 

Southington Assembly No. 27, International Order of 

the Rainbow for Girls, presented the fl ag, with Sister Staci 

Stamm as the Worthy Advisor. Musical entertainment was 

provided by the Manchester High School String Quartet. 

Friendship Tuscan Lodge No. 145 will move to Orange 

Hall, 72 East Center Street, Manchester, beginning on 

January 3. The fi rst meeting will include a Master Mason 

degree. The new location is across the street from the 

Manchester Masonic Temple, where Manchester Lodge No. 

73 continues to hold its regular communications.

New Master, New Location for Friendship Tuscan

Current DeMolay State Chapter Dad and Past Grand Master George S. 

Greytak peruses the wide selection of tuxedos while RWB Alan Cunningham 

puts the pressure on to make a sale. 

Black dress shoes, cummerbunds, and ties are stacked to the ceiling of the 

Sphinx Shrine basement, fresh from the now closed Franklin Formal of 

Hartford store.
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by Michael L. Castroll
A giant of Connecticut Freemasonry, 

MW R. Stanley Harrison, RW Grand 
Secretary Emeritus, was called by the 
Grand Architect of the Universe on 
December 4, 2007. Throughout his 
life, MW Stan answered the unexpected 
call to fi ll a void with a dedication that 
became his hallmark.

Richard Stanley Harrison was born 
in North Branford, Connecticut, son of 
the late John R. and Anna J. Harrison, 
on February 1, 1919. The family moved 
to Bantam in 1927, where Brother Stan 
resided until 1955. He and wife Marge 
then moved to Bristol, where they spent 
their life together in the same house on 
Federal Hill. Stan was educated in the 
elementary schools of North Branford 
and Bantam, graduating Litchfi eld High 
School in 1937.

Stan’s education at Oberlin College 
in Oberlin, Ohio, studying music, was 
interrupted in 1939 when his father 
died unexpectedly. He answered the call 
to return home to his father’s business, 
John R. Harrison’s Sons Lumber 
Company, in Plainville, Connecticut. 
He became its sole proprietor in 1966. 

When the steeple of Boston’s Old 
North Church, was devastated by 
hurricane Carol in 1955, Stan located 
the rare 250 year old, 75 foot white oak 
used in its reconstruction. Stan retired 
from the lumber business in 1973 and 
went to work for the Young Funeral and 
Ambulance Service, Inc. of Bristol. He 
also served the Army Corps of Engineers 
in the Pacifi c Theater of Operations 
during World War II.

MW Harrison’s Masonic career 
began on November 19, 1947 when 
he petitioned St. Paul’s Lodge No. 11, 
Litchfi eld. He was raised to the sublime 
degree of Master Mason on February 
25, 1948. He took to the ritual very 
swiftly, and soared through the chairs 
to become Master of St. Paul’s Lodge in 
1953. The next year, 1954, he replaced 
the lodge’s secretary, and remained in 
the southeast corner for 53 years.

He earned his “purple apron” 
in service to the Grand Lodge of 
Connecticut, fi rst serving the entire 
Third District – 15 lodges – as their 
Right Worshipful District Deputy for 
1955-56. He was commissioned as 
Grand Representative of the Grand 
Lodge of Japan near Connecticut, and 
later the Grand Lodge of Kansas. In 
1963 Stan chaired a special committee 
that developed the Table Lodge we 
know today. Stan was also an integral 
part of the Masonic Education, By-Laws, 
and Medals and Awards Committees, 
and served the Brotherhood-in-Action 
Committee of the Grand Lodge as 
chairman.

Bro. Stan was a companion of the 
York Rite, a noble of the Sphinx Shrine, 
and a member of St. Andrew’s Conclave 
Red Cross of Constantine. A member of 
the Scottish Rite Bodies of the Valley of 
Waterbury and Lafayette Consistory, Ill. 
Bro. Stan was coroneted a 33° Scottish 
Rite Mason. He felt a responsibility to 
join everything so as to be able to attend 
their meetings.

Stan was very involved in assisting 
lodges with degree work and was a strict 
interpreter of the ritual, the rules, and 
the regulations. A charter member of the 
Artifi cer’s Degree Team sponsored by 
Union Lodge No. 96, Thomaston, Stan 
naturally played King Solomon, whether 
with his beloved Caledonian Degree 
Team or York Rite College Degree Team. 
As Grand Master at his Grand Lodge 
session, Stan wore his Caledonian kilt 
for an entire day, causing his successor 
to comment that he never expected to be 
obligated by someone wearing a skirt. 
Stan was a charter member of Wolcott 
Lodge No. 146, and was granted a 
dispensation to be their fi rst secretary. 
Brother Harrison served the Third 
District as president of the Blue Lodge 
Council and the Actual Past Masters 
Association. He continued serving the 
Blue Lodge Council by hosting their 
picnic for over two decades.

Brother Stan was Worthy Patron of 

two chapters of the Order of the Eastern 
Star. He was a long-time member of the 
Advisory Board of Torrington Assembly 
No. 16, Order of the Rainbow for Girls, 
and was a huge supporter of DeMolay 
in Waterbury and Torrington. His 
DeMolay Grand Master’s Class in 1976 
saw over 30 young men initiated in his 
honor. For his efforts, Stan was invested 
with the Honorary DeMolay Legion of 
Honor.

RW Stan proceeded through the 
Grand Lodge line the usual way, but 
when MWGM Wesley Gomez became 
ill at the Grand Lodge session, it was 
Deputy Grand Master Stan Harrison who 
again answered the unexpected call and 
presided over the session and over his 
own election as Most Worshipful Grand 
Master for 1975. When MW William 
Campbell died suddenly in 1981, it was 
Deputy Grand Secretary Stan who again 
answered the unexpected call, fi lling 
the post of Grand Secretary for the next 
twelve years, retiring in 1993 with the 
honorifi c of Grand Secretary Emeritus 
presented by an appreciative Grand 
Lodge.

All of Stan’s toils in the quarries did 
not go unnoticed. He was awarded the 
Pierpont Edwards Medal in Bronze for 
Distinguished Masonic Service, and the 
seldom-conferred Pierpont Edwards 
Medal in Silver for Eminent Masonic 
Service. He also received the Luke 
Lockwood Award from The Masonic 
Charity Foundation.

Stan was actively involved in church 
activities at his beloved Trinity Episcopal 
Church of Bristol, where his funeral 
obsequies were performed when Stan 
was summoned to the Celestial Lodge. 
He was interred in Hillside Cemetery 
in Torrington. His nephews were his 
pallbearers.

When R. Stanley answered his last 
unexpected call, one couldn’t help but 
feel there was work to be done, and Stan 
is now fi lling a void at the right hand of 
the Grand Architect.

Alas, alas, alas…

R. Stanley Harrison…
  Answering the Unexpected Call

As upright as his Trinity Episcopal Church in Bristol.

As a loving husband with his wife Marge.
As a proud Caledonian.

As a brother Grand Line offi cer with Gail L. Smith (left) 

at the June 14, 2007 cornerstone dedication of the Grand 

Lodge offi ce.
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(a) RW Edgar M. Valenti, DD • WB William V. Baroni, AGM

(b) RW Richard E. Backe, DD • WB Michael W. Moody, AGM

DISTRICT

NO. 7

by Fran DiStefano, Sr.

On December 17, St. John’s 

Lodge No. 2, Middletown, and 

Solar Lodge No. 131, Deep River, 

held a joint Master Mason Degree 

in Middletown. Among those 

raised were Bros. Paul Cross and 

David Petrosky, Anchor Lodge 

No. 112, East Hampton and Bros. 

Andrew Barys, Mitesh Rao, and 

Francis DiStefano, II, St John’s 

Lodge No. 2. WB Bill Perruccio, 

Warren Lodge No. 51, Portland, 

presiding in the east, explained 

that he requested to obligate Bro. 

DiStefano because of his close 

ties with WB Frank DiStefano of 

St. John’s Lodge who was a friend 

and mentor before he passed, and 

wanted to honor him by working 

the Master Mason degree on his 

great-nephew.

A highlight of the evening 

was the raising of Bro. DiStefano 

by his grandfather, WB Domenic 

DiStefano. When presenting his 

grandson with a Masonic lapel 

pin, WB Dom stated, “I had a 

brother and have two sons who 

are members of this lodge and 

now I have a grandson. Fran, I’m 

proud of you.”

Bro Fran DiStefano, II is the fi fth 

member of the DiStefano family 

to join St. John’s Lodge No 2. He 

was preceded by his grandfather, 

WB Domenic DiStefano, great 

uncle WB Frank DiStefano, uncle 

Bro. Domenic DiStefano II, and 

his father, Bro. Francis DiStefano, 

Sr., who currently serves as Junior 

Warden. The degree was well 

attended by the brothers of the 

following lodges: Warren No. 51; 

Washington No. 81; Cromwell, 

Anchor No. 112; and Granite No. 

119, Haddam. Also in attendance 

were brothers from George W 

Crawford Lodge No. 21, Prince 

Hall affi liates, Middletown.

Three Generations of Brothers DiStefano

A treat for the brothers of Estuary Lodge No. 43, Old Saybrook, 

was Wednesday, November 21, when the Sub Base Degree Team visited 

and conferred the Fellowcraft Degree on two of Estuary’s Entered 

Apprentices. Here they pose with Brothers Bob Donovan (left) and 

Kevin Sliz (a former submariner). When the Sub Base Degree team 

meets for the degree, their positions are never known; each needs to 

be ready to assume any position assigned. The team was organized 

in the 1950’s and still travels throughout the state when invited. 

Estuary’s own WB John Mcelroy (not pictured) was Senior Steward.

Sub Base Degree Team Toys for charity
Senior Warden Steve Nelson of Estuary Lodge No. 43, Old 

Saybrook organized his brethren to collect unwrapped toys between 

November and December. On December 19, the toys were stacked to 

be taken to the State Police Troop F in Westbrook. 

Troop F handles the organization of distributing Christmas gifts 

among the needy in the towns of Old Saybrook, Westbrook, Clinton 

and elsewhere along the shoreline.

Bro. Steve plans for this charity to continue since being elected 

master for 2008.
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(a) RW William L. Milton, DD • WB David M. Costner, AGM

(b) RW Francis E. Rebmann, Jr., DD • WB I. William Clark, AGM

DISTRICT

NO. 8
One-Day “Graduate” Installed in East

by Jon Wilson

 WB Ty Brumfi eld was installed as fourth 

Worshipful Master of Coastal Lodge No. 57, 

Stonington on Saturday, December 8 before 

a packed lodge room. WB Ty is unique in that 

after receiving his Entered Apprentice Degree 

at a colonial degree in Redding, he was raised 

in the last Grand Master’s One-Day Class 

in November 2002. He is probably the fi rst 

brother to ascend to the East as a one-day 

class participant.

 Since being chartered in 2004, Coastal 

Lodge No. 57 has had a complete progressive 

offi cer line of non-Past Masters.

 The Installing Offi cer was WB Carl 

Mossberg and Installing Marshal was RW 

C.A. Duke. Brothers Alden Mitchell, organist, 

and Carl Heinrich, soloist, provided song and 

accompaniment to the ceremony. A dinner 

prepared by WB Oscar Legaspi and RW Lodi 

Morales followed the installation.

(a) RW Michael B. Dodge, DD • WB John S. Rhoads, AGM

(b) RW Howard B. Schiller, DD • WB James A. Locicero, AGM

DISTRICT

NO. 9

WB Ty Brumfi eld sits in the Oriental chair 

for the fi rst time at Coastal Lodge No. 57. 

Ty progressed through the chairs since being 

raised at a One-Day Class in 2002.

Putnam Lodge No. 46 Annual Fumigation

The tradition continues. 

At the annual fumigation of 

Putnam Lodge No.46, South 

Woodstock, (from lower left, 

clockwise) then WM Barry 

Kromer takes the fi rst puff as 

his cigar is lit by WB Barr Shedd, 

who annually presides over 

the Putnam Lodge fumigation 

during the election of offi cers. 

At left, is WB Paul Cataldo, 

tobacconist, who lodge donates 

the “ammunition” need for the 

ceremony.

RW Henry B. Cole receives 

a plaque honoring his 50th 

anniversary as a Past Master of 

Putnam Lodge from RW Michael 

P. Dodge. (No, the photo is 

not faulty – obscuring the 

brethren is the cigar smoke that 

is generated in the two-century 

old ceremony of fumigating 

the lodge during the election 

process at the annual meeting.)

As MW Bill Greene looks 

on, WM Kromer presents son 

and WB Geoff with the Lewis 

Jewel, signifying that Bro. Geoff 

is the son of a Mason. Geoff 

had previously recognized 

WB Barry with a similar jewel, 

noting that Barry’s father was 

also a member of the craft.

Visitors from the Grand 

Lodge of New Jersey, from left, 

RW John W. Fish, Jr., RW Eric 

Vandenberg, RW Robert Stotz 

and MW Raymond Vandenberg, 

Past Grand Master.
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We welcome our new brothers to the fraternity.
Steven R. Bouff ard .................................................................Wyllys-St. John’s 4

Joshua E. Dunn ......................................................................Wyllys-St. John’s 4

Juan A. Ortiz-Cotto ...............................................................Wyllys-St. John’s 4

Stephen M. Duncan ....................................................................... Trumbull 22

Raphael Sinclair .............................................................................. Trumbull 22

Michael A. Allen ............................................................................ Composite 28

Jeff rey K. Baeder ............................................................................. Composite 28

Gregg Bateman ............................................................................... Composite 28

Deane Gousse ................................................................................. Composite 28

Craig Phelon ................................................................................... Composite 28

Steven J. Potvin ............................................................................... Composite 28

Trevor L. Williams ........................................................................ Composite 28

James Clouse ................................................................................. Day Spring 30

Carl E. Estrom .............................................................................. Day Spring 30

Jonathan R. Fazio ......................................................................... Day Spring 30

Albert Rivera Jr. ............................................................................ Day Spring 30

Shawn C. Gee ...................................................................................... Coastal 57

Timothy J. Mayer ......................................................... Adelphi-Momauguin 63

Mark A. Ruzbarsky ..................................................... Adelphi-Momauguin 63

Joseph A. Scully III ...................................................... Adelphi-Momauguin 63

David L. Boland ...................................................................................Fayette 69

Daniel S. Dailey ...................................................................................Fayette 69

Ernest B. Heydenreich ........................................................................Fayette 69

Ryan M. Lunderville ............................................................................Fayette 69

David C. Duarte ..............................................................Hartford Evergreen 88

Jonathan S. Hibbard .......................................................Hartford Evergreen 88

Lawrence J. Malone ............................................................................... Jeptha 95

Robert P. Lewis ...........................................................................Corinthian 103

Daniel P. Maiorino ......................................................................Corinthian 103

Koray Gurz ............................................................................. Cosmopolitan 125

Richard N. Madrak ................................................................ Cosmopolitan 125

Michael C. McGraw .............................................................. Cosmopolitan 125

Scott T. Poarch ....................................................................... Cosmopolitan 125

Joshua W. Tenner ................................................................... Cosmopolitan 125

Carlton Meneus ........................................................... Universal Fraternity 149

James Torti ................................................................... Universal Fraternity 149

CONGRATULATIONS Leonard Miller .......................................................................Wyllys-St. John’s 4

Winthrop Jensen .............................................................................Columbia 25

LeRoy M. Herdman ..................................................................... Friendship 33

William S. McNeil ........................................................................ St. Alban’s 38

Norman G. Dull ..................................................................................Coastal 57

We congratulate these brothers who this month
have achieved 50 years of Masonic membership.

(a) RW Michael B. Dodge, DD • WB John S. Rhoads, AGM

(b) RW Howard B. Schiller, DD • WB James A. Locicero, AGM

DISTRICT

NO. 9

by Chris Maxin

On Saturday, November 10, history was made at Moosup Lodge 

No. 113, Moosup. Two separate classes consisting of 10 Fellowcraft 

were raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason. The fi rst class of 5 

began at 10:00 a.m. and was concluded at 2:00 p.m. A beef stroganoff 

dinner prepared by Bro. Tom Arnold was well received by a hungry 

mob. The second class of 5 candidates began at 5:00 p.m. and ended 

at 10:00 p.m. W.B. Brian Keith noted that since Moosup lodge had 

been constituted in 1872, this was the fi rst time that 10 brothers had 

been raised in one day. This was the lodge’s third most productive 

year, raising 17 new brothers total. 

On Tuesday, December 4, during fi nal meeting of the year, RW 

Michael B. Dodge was excused from the room. As a show of gratitude 

for the support Bro. Mike has exhibited to Moosup Lodge, Michael 

was made an honorary member, joining four other honoraries. His 

friendship and excellent work representing District 9A has made 

Michael an easy choice. “It was one of the few ways we could thank 

Mike for his dedication not only to Freemasonry, but the district and 

this lodge,” said Worshipful Master Chris Maxim.

Moosup No. 113 Finishes Strong
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Leadership by a Past Grand Master
How appropriate that “Leadership” was 

the subject of a recent Short Talk Bulletin, the 

monthly publication of the Masonic Service 

Association of North America. It reproduces 

a paper delivered by Past Grand Master Vern 

Wertz of Oregon at the Conference of Grand 

Masters in 2007.

As new Worshipful Masters in Connecticut 

take their stations, the same direction 

given to Grand Masters is worth bearing 

in mind. “Take the lamp of truth and walk 

among your neighbors… show other good 

men the pathway of brotherly love we call 

Freemasonry.” 

Degree work, lodge activities, and 

community awareness are not independent 

of each other, but are interrelated with the 

teachings of Masonry. A leader fi nds good 

men, puts them to work, and pays them the 

wages of self-esteem.

Worshipful Masters: “Lead by setting 

the example; lead by truly educating your 

Brethren in the meaning of Freemasonry; lead 

by allowing others to make use of their God 

given talent.” Wertz continued, “Each day in a 

Mason’s life there should be change resulting 

in growth. As a leader, you must provide the 

setting for that change and that growth.”

Freemasonry offers a system of leadership 

training, from the Junior Steward to the 

Senior Warden, learning what it means to 

lead by following a different leader each 

year. Each of the brethren should ask: where 

will I be led? Each should ask 

himself: how can I best follow? 

Perhaps the best way to become 

a complete leader is to be a 

complete follower, not skipping 

any chairs, as each offi ce adds 

to being a complete leader in 

the East. 

Wertz’ advice to Grand 

Masters is to use “some caution 

lest he be a leader with no 

followers” and the same 

advice is suited to a Master of 

a lodge. “You have no choice, 

you must use the tools at 

hand – your Brethren.” 

“You must inspire them to 

share their nature and their 

talents in the greatest arena 

possible.”

“Planted deep within 

our genes is the need for 

unity and harmony in 

all that we do…If Freemasonry speaks to 

anything, it speaks to the essential harmony 

which God implanted in his creation.” “The 

great goal of Freemasonry is to have a man 

lift his eyes up from the dirt at his feet, look 

ahead, and see the glorious possibilities, the 

wonderous harmony 

that waits for him in 

that mysterious realm 

that we call the future.”

Wertz believes that 

“he who constantly 

takes is the unhappiest, 

the emptiest of souls, for 

he has nothing to give…

Freemasonry can never be 

truly belong to you until 

you have given it to another 

man.” 

Grand Master Wertz 

concluded, “And if you good 

men in this room would truly 

be the leaders of our gentle 

craft; then you must fan that 

glowing ember of greatness 

that lies within you – fan it into 

incandescence, and then…and 

then you must give it away!”

Called to the Celestial Lodge
We off er our condolences to the families and friends of these brothers who have been called by the Grand Architect of the Universe.

F. Reginald Gisborne Jr. .............................................................................Acacia 85

Richard E. Gorup .......................................................................America-St. John’s 8

Isaiah M. Grama ........................................................................America-St. John’s 8

Richard F. Gunn .........................................................................America-St. John’s 8

Irving Kaufman ..........................................................................America-St. John’s 8

Julius A. Dahlgard Jr. .......................................................................... Annawon 115

Vernon C. Tryon ................................................................................. Annawon 115

W. Robert Schmidt ..............................................................................Bay View 120

Curtis E. Warren ........................................................................................Coastal 57

Roland W. Labroke ................................................................................Columbia 25

Richard C. Newell..................................................................................Columbia 25

Wesley H. Alexander ................................................................................ Compass 9

C. Curtis Adams ...................................................................................Composite 28

Matthew J. Banach ................................................................................Composite 28

Ernest N. Littlefi eld ..............................................................................Composite 28

Eugene J. Osik ........................................................................................Composite 28

Lawrence D. Wages ..............................................................................Composite 28

David M. Fryer .................................................................................. Corinthian 104

Samuel Shapiro .............................................................................Cosmopolitan 125

Cliff ord E. Lindgren ...........................................................................Day Spring 30

Th eodore A. Hirth ..................................................................................... Fayette 69

William S. Gowans ......................................................................Fidelity-St. John’s 3

Joseph Nimrod ..................................................................................... Friendship 33

George W. Pangborn ...................................................................... King Solomons 7

Clarence M. Hansen ...........................................................................Manchester 73

Herman Farkash ...................................................................................Old Well 108

Stanley A. Robart..................................................................................Old Well 108

Donald O. St. John ...............................................................................Old Well 108

David S. Zucker ....................................................................................Old Well 108

John T. Munton Sr. ...............................................................................Oxoboxo 116

Richard S. Heywood ..................................................................... Sequin-Level 140

Edward Honiberg .......................................................................... Sequin-Level 140

Warren M. Hyman ........................................................................ Sequin-Level 140

Samuel J. Kaprove .......................................................................... Sequin-Level 140

Travis D. Epes .........................................................................Somerset-St. James 34

Harmon S. Scovil ................................................................................. St. Alban’s 38

Azreal Soobitsky ........................................................................................St. John’s 2

Robert V. Swanson ................................................................................ Trumbull 22

Loren A. Card ...............................................................................................Union 31

Harry L. Ashmore .......................................................................................Union 40

H. Clark Scovill ..............................................................................................Union 5

Nathan E. Hunter .......................................................................................Village 29

Francis R. Nissen ........................................................................................Village 29

Ralph J. Catanese ...............................................................................Washington 19

Kenneth M. Bennett ................................................................................ Wooster 79
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by David O. Stern

It’s December – the time of year again when Pyramid Shriners roast 

their Chief Rabban. When he is thoroughly roasted they pronounce 

him done and with a little luck, he is ready to stand for election to be 

considered as the next Potentate. This year’s roast was well attended 

by Chief Rabban Gary Matican’s family, his daughter Pam having 

come in from Boston and his son, Brother Jeremy, coming in from 

New York. Also in attendance was his brother, Brother Neil, and 

Neil’s wife Susan. Of course, Gary’s lodge brothers couldn’t miss an 

opportunity to wish their brother well. RW Arnold Freedman and 

WB Ken Dworkin, both of whom know Gary’s abiding love of a 

certain American League baseball team, made appropriate (from their 

separate perspectives) baseball themed presentations. To complete 

the evening, the Pyramid Shrine’s motor patrol made Gary dessert. 

No, they didn’t make him a dessert – they made him the dessert!

Pyramid Shriners Make Their Dessert

Bash at Masonic Healthcare Center,
aka Red Sox Nation, Celebrates Big Win for Boston

Brother Stephen McPherson, president 

and CEO of Masonicare and a diehard Red 

Sox fan, was involved in a wager recently that 

paid off in a big way.  

Before the World Series playoffs began, 

lifelong Yankees’ fans Bill Piper, president 

of Masonic Healthcare Center, and WB J.P. 

Venoit, Ashlar Village president, bet Steve that 

their beloved Yankees would win the World 

Series title this year. It was agreed that if the 

Yankees did come out on top, Steve would 

dress in Yankee apparel and host a huge party 

for residents and employees, but if the Red 

Sox won, the party would be on Bill and J.P., 

who would, reluctantly of course, don Red 

Sox attire.

Well, as we all know now, the Red Sox 

pulled it off this year, and close to 400 people 

from multiple affi liates and levels of care were 

the lucky benefi ciaries of that feat.  They all 

attended an awesome celebratory party held 

in the Center’s auditorium.  

Transformed into Red Sox Nation, the 

auditorium and its walls were adorned with 

Red Sox paraphernalia, including a cardboard 

cutout of pitcher Curt Schilling, Red Sox 

pennants, and a “stuffed” Wally, the Red Sox 

mascot. A big-screen TV monitor played a 

repeat of the 2004 World Series game, and 

Fenway Park’s “Green Monster” wall was 

recreated for the occasion. A stream of people 

lined up down the hall, waiting to get in to 

enjoy some typical–and delicious–“stadium” 

food. Partygoers were treated to hotdogs, 

sausage and pepper grinders, popcorn, 

pretzels, ice cream, and more. Even New 

England clam chowder was served. 

Anyone who attended the celebration was 

expected to wear the color red or some type of 

Red Sox gear, be it a hat, shirt, or something 

else, although a few brave souls actually wore 

“Yankee” blue. The auditorium was awash 

with red, causing Piper to note, “I didn’t 

think there were this many Red Sox fans in 

Connecticut, let alone Wallingford.”  He also 

said he and J.P. were planning to burn their 

clothing after the celebration.  

Venoit was obviously in pain, but was 

optimistic in front of the crowd, commenting 

to Red Sox fans, “just wait until next year!” 

McPherson, noting their apparent discomfort, 

was impressed that they actually went through 

with it. “If the Yankees had won, I’m sure I’d 

be feeling the same way they are right now.”

Bro. Kenneth B. Hawkins, Sr., MWPGM, 

chairman of Masonic Healthcare Center’s 

board of directors and a Yankee fan, was on 

hand to personally present Steve with a Red 

Sox golf ball and hat. He was also quick to 

remind Steve that the Yankees have won 26 

World Series titles to Boston’s seven. 

All in all, the party was defi nitely a “home 

run,” with everyone still talking about it for 

days afterward. Needless to say, many are 

hoping a similar bet will be made again next 

season!

Margaret Steeves, Masonicare’s Vice President for Marketing, Bill Piper, President of Masonic 

Healthcare Center, Bro. Steve McPherson, Masonicare’s President & CEO, RW Bro. Jason Rieger, 

Assistant Administrator at Ashlar Village, WB J.P. Venoit, President of Ashlar Village.
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by Kerry Hatch

Bridge Builders is the perfect 

name for the intergenerational 

discussion group that has been 

meeting once a week at Ashlar 

Village, Masonicare’s Continuing 

Care Retirement Community in 

Wallingford. This lively gathering 

includes ten older adults, all 

residents of Ashlar Village, and 

two rotating groups of students 

from Lyman Hall High School. 

All of the students are currently 

enrolled in Individual and Family 

Development, a UConn ECE 

(Early College Experience) class 

conducted at the high school. 

Broad topics intended to 

generate interest are posed to 

the group, and the resulting 

conversation often illustrates 

both the similarities – and 

the differences – in the values 

commonly upheld by each 

generation. A sampling of recent 

discussion topics includes high 

school sports, popular Friday 

night activities, the use of credit, 

dating, responsibilities within 

the family structure, and popular 

music. 

At a typical meeting, a 

balanced exchange between 

residents and students is evident, 

and both groups are always 

eager to learn about the 

cultural mores that have 

helped to shape the other’s 

generation. 

Meeting as a group has been 

instrumental in helping the 

students shift their perception 

of what it means to age in 

America. While the media all 

too often portrays seniors as 

folks sitting in wheelchairs 

and playing BINGO, the 

students have witnessed fi rst-

hand a thriving community 

of people who lead active 

lives and are engaged in the 

pursuit of “lifelong learning.” 

Similarly, media attention 

often focuses on troubled 

youth, and it is heartening for 

the residents of Ashlar Village 

to interact with wholesome teens 

whose ambitions are well crafted 

and whose contributions to 

society are positive. 

What began as a simple idea 

to promote dialogue between 

seniors and high school students 

has developed into something 

more lasting... mutually enriching 

friendships that will continue 

to fl ourish beyond the 8-week 

program.  

BRIDGE BUILDERS...

People Connecting With People

Lyman Hall High School students and Ashlar Village residents participate in a 

lively discussion at a recent Bridge Builders get-together at Ashlar Village.

In October of 2006, when 

Masonic Healthcare Center’s 

Vice President and Administrator 

William C. Piper was named 

President, one of his major 

goals was to work with staff to 

fi nd new ways to improve the 

quality of life of the Center’s 

long-term care residents. Since 

that time, a number of important 

initiatives have been undertaken, 

one of the most recent being 

the establishment of a new 

“liberalized” diet program.

Masonic Healthcare Center’s 

medical director Dr. Ronald 

Schwartz, who was on board 

immediately, explains that Piper 

has been the driving force behind 

the new program. “Bill has always 

been a strong believer in doing 

whatever we can to make the lives 

of our skilled nursing residents 

as fulfi lling as possible. He 

encourages all of us to focus our 

attention on improving quality 

of life – without compromising 

the outstanding medical care we 

already provide.”

Some of the Center’s frail, 

elderly residents are in poor health 

and may have diabetes, high blood 

pressure and/or high cholesterol, 

for example. Many have been on 

restrictive diets for years, limited 

in the type and quantity of food 

they can eat – and truly enjoy - at 

each meal. Since mealtime is one 

of the highlights of the day for 

many residents, especially those 

who are bedridden or too frail 

to participate in the numerous 

recreational activities, Piper, 

Schwartz, and the staff teamed 

up to change that pattern and try 

something a little different.

To begin the process, staff 

dietitians looked at each resident’s 

menu plan and identifi ed a 

number of candidates who would 

be appropriate for participation 

in the liberalized diet program. 

Those residents and their families 

were consulted, and all were 

eager to take part and try the new 

diet. At this point, 63 residents 

are participating in the program, 

with many more expected to join 

in. The residents are given a select 

menu each week from which 

they can choose either the regular 

meals being served for breakfast, 

lunch and dinner each day or 

the more “liberalized” meals. 

The results have been even better 

than anticipated. Residents with 

diabetes, for example, can now 

enjoy a slice of chocolate cake or 

other sweet, and those with high 

cholesterol are relishing a juicy 

cheeseburger or eggs and bacon a 

few times a week.  

Residents who look forward to 

mealtime are defi nitely happier, 

their families are appreciative 

– as surveys are showing – and 

the staff can see this simple step 

is truly making a difference. 

Dr. Schwartz points out, “This 

new program has had positive 

effects all around. While our 

residents’ health status has not 

been compromised, their state 

of mind and quality of life have 

signifi cantly improved.” 

Bill Piper sums it up this 

way. “If a gentleman in his 90’s 

has high cholesterol, there is no 

reason for him to be deprived of 

something he really enjoys. Let 

him have an occasional ice cream 

sundae or piece of cheesecake. 

Lifting his spirits and putting a 

smile on his face makes more 

sense than trying to lower his 

cholesterol level.”

New Diet Program a Hit with MHC’s Residents

DISTRICT DEPUTY
SCHOOL OF INSTRUCTION

Saturday, January 26, 2008
Ashlar Village Activity Room, Wallingford
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In 2004, a group of Ashlar 

Village residents established 

a scholarship fund to provide 

educational scholarships for 

young people who either work at 

Ashlar Village or are children of 

employees. According to Blanche 

Newman, chairwoman of the 

scholarship fund and one of the 

originators of the plan, “We felt it 

was one way we could show how 

much we enjoy our interaction 

with these young men and 

women and our appreciation for 

the entire staff’s dedication and 

hard work.”

The scholarship funds are 

raised in a variety of ways, but 

mainly through the sale of 

unique, handmade craft and 

clothing items in The Ashlar 

Village Specialty Shop, which 

is manned and stocked solely 

by resident volunteers. The 

scholarship committee, which 

annually awards the scholarships 

includes representatives from the 

Ashlar Village community, staff 

members, and a member of the 

Board of Directors. This year, 14 

individuals received scholarships.

Yiannis (John) Kontothanasis, 

owner of Laskara Restaurant on 

Parker Farms Road, hosted a 

fundraiser at the restaurant in May, 

and a second one this November, 

to help the group raise money for 

this year’s scholarship recipients.

Mr. Kontothanasis donated 

10% of the restaurant’s proceeds 

from all lunches and dinners 

served on both days. This past 

fundraiser in November netted 

an additional $500 for the fund. 

Ashlar Village and Laskara Restaurant
Team Up to Raise Scholarship Funds

Ashlar Village residents, from left, Walter Serbent and Blanche Newman 

receive a $500 check for the Ashlar Village Scholarship Fund from Deborah 

Buckman, manager of Laskara.

Durable Medical 

Equipment is 

our Specialty 

Wheel Chairs, Hospital Beds, 
Handicap Ramps, Bathroom 
Safety Equipment, Lift Chairs, 
Stair Lifts, Power Mobility 
Equipment, and more…

Most major insurances accepted.

Need HELP getting UP, getting OUT 
or just getting AROUND?

“One Generation Caring For Another”
540 Windsor Avenue • Windsor, CT 06095 (located in the Windsor Shopping Center)

We Deliver!   (860) 298-9333

• Virtually maintenance free  • Will not rot or rust
• No building permit required
• Ramp can be easily expanded, reconfi gured or moved
• An asset that can be reused, resold or rented.

DID YOU

?
Results are in! 

There were 2 polls on the
Grand Lodge website

(www.ctfreemasons.net).
Since November 21, the polls have

collected the opinions of 99 voters if they
were a Senior DeMolay and 97 voters if the Grand Lodge 

should support a Make-A-Wish benefi t dinner in 2008.

The results are in and the tally is:

Are you a Senior DeMolay?

 No ....................... 70 ...... 70.7%
 Yes ...................... 29 .......29.3%
    
Should the Grand Lodge support a benefi t dinner 
by the lodges for Make-A-Wish next year?

 Yes ...................... 49 .......50.5%
 No ....................... 48 .......49.5%

There are two new polls on the Grand Lodge website.
Please take a moment and cast your ballot.

Vote for the good of the order.
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Connecticut Mason in Afghanistan

American Silver & Gold Eagles
Canadian Maple Leafs

Silver Coins • Gold Coins 
 Bullion Services

Internet Prices…Local Services

Charles Opalenik

Email ctopal@juno.com

860-739-2042

Carriage Hill Coins
Bought - Sold - Exchanged

Some brothers of Middle Chamber Lodge, Afghanistan pose for Tom McKenna. 

(Tom is pictured on the cover of this issue).

Spc. Thomas McKenna 

sat in the living room of 

Dave and Charlene Rowe, 

watching the movie “National 

Treasure.” When they laughed 

at the Masonic references, 

he didn’t get the joke. When 

they explained it was because 

he wasn’t a Mason, Tom 

decided he wanted to join. 

He also wanted to cement his 

friendship with Dave for a 

lifetime.

Tom took his degrees at 

Wooster Lodge No. 79, New 

Haven between tours of duty 

in South Carolina and Iraq. 

Returning to Baghdad after 

being raised, he mentioned it 

to a couple of Masons he knew 

and “within 5 minutes there 

were more than fi fty Brothers, 

patting me on the back and 

congratulating me.”

Since May of 2007, Brother 

McKenna has been stationed 

in Jalalabad, Afghanistan and 

attending Middle Chamber 

Lodge UD. Middle Chamber Lodge, as he 

explained, is a “Three Letter Lodge” or Prince 

Hall Affi liate. This stems from the notation 

“Free and Accepted Masons” used by Prince 

Hall lodges, instead of the “Four Letter 

Masons” found in the “Ancient Free and 

Accepted Masons” of George Washington 

Lodges. Yes, he has found “Prince Hall” 

Mason and “George Washington” Mason is a 

common description to differentiate between 

two branches of Masonry. But he points out 

he has found the same Masonic spirit and 

tenets in whatever lodge he attends.

The army base at Jalalabad surrounds the 

former civilian air terminal where the lodge 

meets. He participates in weekly Masonic 

classes that new members attend before being 

advanced through the degrees. Each class also 

has a community project to complete, 

which most recently included painting 

the chapel. While Tom was home for 

the holidays, a class of thirteen 

Fellowcrafts completed their 

degrees and were raised to the 

sublime degree of Master Masons.

The Worshipful Master of 

Middle Chamber Lodge is Tom’s 

1st Sergeant, but this doesn’t give 

any of the brothers an advantage 

in their duties. “More is expected 

from a Mason by a superior who 

is a Mason.” The challenge to live 

up to a Masonic code of conduct 

makes a better soldier, just as 

a civilian Mason strives to be a 

better man.

Bro. Tom also explained the 

meaning behind 101. Commonly 

referred to as a symbol of an 

Entered Apprentice,      , with a 

point within a circle, this takes 

on a different meaning when the 

dot is outside of the circle, as a 

brotherly criticism, the further 

from the center the more extreme. 

The mark might be found on the 

dust of a car, as a tender reminder 

of a brother’s fault.

He  visited the new Connecticut 

Grand Lodge offi ce to confi rm 

the construction he had seen in 

the Connecticut Freemasons his 

mother mails to him. He left 

with souvenirs, pamphlets, and a 

Grand Master’s pin.

As Spec. Thomas McKenna returns to 

duty in Afghanistan, he also returns to a 

lodge of brothers. Though his Masonic 

career has just started, it is already enriched 

by the brotherly love and friendship found 

in a lodge a world away.

Connecticut Freemasons is compiling a list of our 
Connecticut servicemen brothers who are currently 
serving in a combat zone 
or qualifi ed hazardous duty 
area. Please let us know 
their names, rank, theater of 
operation, and lodge name 
and number so that we may 
properly recognize their 
sacrifi ces in a future issue.

Answering Duty’s Call…
Thomas McKenna, Wooster No. 79

Spc. 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team

Jalalabad, Afghanistan

Scott E. McClellan, King Solomon’s Lodge 

No. 7, Woodbury, Spec 1, US Army, Iraq

Arthur W. Stauff, Liberty Continental Lodge 

No. 76, Waterbury, Unity Lodge No. 148, 

New Britain, Captain, US Naval Forces 

Central Command
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The three newest recipients of the Degree of Chevalier – the highest 

honor presented by DeMolay International to active DeMolays – are 

congratulated by Executive Offi cer Harry E. Needham, III (second 

from right) after Dad Needham presided at the investiture ceremony 

in early December.

From left are Deputy State Master Councilor Bro. Joshua W. Tenner, 

State Master Councilor Christopher J. Werner, EO Needham, and 

immediate Past State Master Councilor Harry E. Needham, IV. The 

young men, all residents 

of Hamden, are all 

Past Master Councilors 

of Edward W. Slade 

Chapter, Wallingford, 

and holders of the Past 

Master Councilor’s 

Meritorious Service 

Award. ‘Jake’ Needham 

sponsored Chris Werner 

into DeMolay; Chris 

sponsored Josh Tenner.

The trio together 

have recruited nearly 

30 DeMolays in their 

careers, and as all three 

just graduated from high 

school in June 2007, they 

have many more years of 

service ahead of them.

Three DeMolays Awarded 
the Degree of Chevalier

by Michael L. Castroll

All of the bodies meeting 

at Waterbury’s Masonic temple 

joined together recently to 

provide some relief and give 

thanks for one of its own. 

This past Labor Day weekend, 

Bro. Chris Henry and his 

wife, Debbie Battistoni, were 

motorcycling, an activity they 

have enjoyed for quite some time. 

Their lives were changed when a 

hit-and-run driver sped through 

a stop sign and wiped out the 

bike.

Bro. Chris was not unscathed, 

but Debbie took the brunt of 

the accident. She spent time 

in intensive care with multiple 

compound fractures of the right 

leg. According to the doctors, 

had she not been wearing leather 

riding boots, the foot and leg 

would likely have been lost.

The brothers of Harmony 

Lodge No. 42, Waterbury, 

spearheaded a relief effort for the 

couple, and the entire Waterbury 

Masonic Family responded! 

A pork and pasta dinner was 

planned, and the results were 

heartwarming.

On Sunday afternoon, 

November 18, the banquet hall 

of the Waterbury Masonic temple 

was fi lled with volunteers who 

fed close to 100 supporters of 

the cause. This was no surprise – 

RW Bro. Joe Cyr was the general 

chairman, while his wife, Sally 

Cyr, was the cook. Many of his 

brothers – and Chris’ volunteer 

fi re company – were looking for 

a way to assist the couple.

The results were phenomenal. 

They made enough to help defray 

mounting medical costs, and gave 

new hope to a very active couple. 

Sally and Joe Cyr concluded, “We 

wish to thank all the brothers 

and families that helped support 

our efforts.”

Waterbury Helps With a Dinner for Debbie

Debbie Henry (left) and Sally Cyr at the benefi t dinner.

by Gwen Rochette

 On December 23th, Meriden 

Assembly No. 11 International 

Order of the Rainbow for Girls 

held their 6th Annual Homeless 

Shelter Christmas Party at the 

Meriden Masonic Lodge.  Each 

year the assembly invites the 

women and children from 

Shelter Now in Meriden to a 

holiday celebration. The girls 

took great pride in wrapping 

gifts and decorating the hall in 

red and gold.

 A total of 30 residents from 

the shelter enjoyed a fabulous 

turkey dinner with all the 

fi xings. Traditionally, all food 

is donated and prepared by 

the members and advisors of 

Meriden Assembly. After dinner, 

Santa made his grand entrance 

and gifts were distributed to all 

the women and children who 

attended. The smiles were worth 

a thousand words!

 A special thanks to Toys for 

Tots, Hartford Lafayette Lodge 

No. 88, Lady Washington Chapter 

No. 45 OES, Meridian Chapter 

No. 8 OES,  Westwood Court 

No. 5 Order of the Amaranth, the 

Bjornberg family, and Smith and 

Bishel Hardware of Middletown 

for their generous donations to 

this holiday celebration.

Meriden Rainbow shares holiday spirit

Member of Meriden Assembly No. 11 gather 

before the Homeless Shelter Christmas party.

Big present makes a little girl 

very happy.
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by Harry E. Needham, III

Executive Offi cer,

Connecticut DeMolay

A great moment can be 

launched by a single phone call. 

Such a call came in January 1919 

to Frank S. Land, the 28 year 

old director of social services of 

the Scottish Rite in Kansas City, 

Missouri. He recognized the voice 

of Sam Freet, Senior Warden of 

Ivanhoe Lodge. “Frank, I have a 

favor to ask. One of our members, 

Elmer Lower, died a year ago. 

Could you fi nd a part-time job 

for the oldest boy, Louis? He is 

one of the fi nest young men I 

have ever seen.”

Land readily agreed to meet 

with young Lower. The next 

afternoon Louis arrived promptly 

for his interview. Shaking 

hands with this youth began an 

experience that would unite them 

for years to come. Louis radiated 

an honesty of character, a natural 

aptitude for leadership, and the 

grace of movement of the athlete. 

Frank thought, “If I had a son, I 

would want him to be just like 

this lad.”

They talked about school. 

Louis told him of his position as 

a pitcher on a baseball team, and 

in response to a question said, “I 

am a fairly good student. Even 

with the hard time we are having, 

I want to fi nish high school and 

then help with the education of 

the others.” Frank responded, “It 

is a good goal. You will meet the 

challenge. Now, tell me about 

your father. I knew him but only 

from very casual meetings.” Louis 

hesitated but fi nally said, “My 

father was the fi nest father a boy 

ever had.”

Soon Louis Lower began 

to work in Frank Land’s offi ce. 

In mid-February, Land asked, 

“Louis, who do you run around 

with?” “I have some friends in my 

neighborhood,” said Louis. “How 

would you like to form a Club and 

meet here at the Temple?” Louis 

thought the idea had possibilities 

and showed up on February 19, 

1919 with eight other boys.

Introduced by Louis Lower 

were Ralph Sewell, Elmer Dorsey, 

Edmund Marshall, Jerome 

Jacobson, William Steinhibler, 

Ivan Bentley, Gorman McBride, 

and Clyde Stream. Mr. Land 

acknowledged each introduction 

with a handshake and word of 

welcome. “Before we get down to 

business, let’s make a tour of this 

building. I think you will fi nd 

it just about right if we should 

decide to form a Club and use it 

as a meeting place.”

The group had no doubt that 

they should continue to meet as 

a Club. The only question was 

a name. One suggested they use 

Greek letters but this was instantly 

voted down. They turned to Land 

for suggestions. He suggested the 

adventures of Sir Galahad and 

the Knights of the Round Table 

to a negative shaking of heads. 

Then names were mentioned 

from history and the Bible 

 – Damon and Phythias, David 

and Jonathan, and Nathan Hale. 

Nothing clicked. Clyde Stream 

said, “Mr. Land, tell us something 

connected with Masonry. They 

must have great names and we 

are meeting here in one of their 

buildings.”

Frank smiled, “This year I 

am serving as the head of one 

of the Masonic groups. I am the 

Commander for the DeMolai 

Council of Kadosh. There are 

many names and stories directly 

connected with Masonry, but I 

think I should tell you about the 

last leader of the Knights Templar. 

His name was Jacques DeMolay, 

or as they say in history books, 

James of Molay.”

The story caught the 

imagination of the boys. Here 

was heroism, a great example 

of loyalty, of courage. Here was 

knighthood and chivalry, and the 

name of a martyr to fi delity and 

toleration. The boys were ready 

to accept this name but Land 

suggested they not rush. With 

encouragement to “come 

back next week and bring a 

few more of your friends,” he 

bade them good night.

March 24, 1919 was the 

day that launched the Order 

of DeMolay. During the next 

few years, however, the date 

of March 18, the date of the 

death of Jacques DeMolay, came 

to be used. Thirty-one boys from 

the same high school came to 

the Scottish Rite Temple. Frank 

Land explained briefl y his ideas 

of a club, then said, “This is your 

meeting. I will serve as Advisor 

but it is your meeting. Why not 

proceed with an organization 

and elect a few offi cers?”

During the next few months 

the group grew in numbers, 

activities, and interest. A fear 

came to some that they were 

growing too large. A committee 

tried to convince Mr. Land that 

membership should be limited 

to 75. After their meeting, they 

couldn’t tell whether he agreed or 

disagreed with their idea.

At the meeting, the motion to 

limit the membership of DeMolay 

was unanimously adopted. It was 

only then that Frank Land rose 

in the back of the room. Coming 

forward, he proceeded to tell them 

how selfi sh and inconsiderate 

they were. He told them that their 

thinking was contrary to what he 

had in mind for this organization. 

He reminded them that there 

were three other high schools in 

Kansas City with young men just 

as capable, just as qualifi ed, and 

just as upstanding as they were. 

He said that if it was good for 

one boy, it must be good for all 

eligible boys. The motion to limit 

membership to 75 was rescinded; 

DeMolay began to grow and 

develop.

Indeed, DeMolay instituted 

chapters in all of the states 

and many foreign countries. 

Thousands of young men have 

had their lives enriched because 

the motion to limit the Order 

of DeMolay to 75 members was 

eliminated.

In Connecticut – and indeed, 

New England – the fi rst DeMolay 

chapter started in Bridgeport in 

1922, and was quickly followed 

by chapters in Hartford and New 

Haven that same year. Chapters 

have come and gone; at one point 

in 1969 we had 32 chapters. 

Today we have twelve chapters 

and have just fi nished our seventh 

consecutive year of net growth. 

Today’s DeMolay offers the same 

values of character, leadership, 

and service as the foundation to 

build young men into tomorrow’s 

leaders.

Current chapters are located 

in Brooklyn, Milford, New 

Haven, Newtown, North Haven, 

Norwalk, Preston, Southington, 

Suffi eld, Wallingford, Waterbury, 

and West Haven, and in 2008 we 

will reactivate a chapter in New 

Britain. 

DeMolay is open to all young 

men ages 12 to 21 who have 

a belief in a supreme being. 

DeMolay is always in need of 

adults (male and female) to serve 

as advisors. It’s often not the lack 

of membership that causes a 

DeMolay chapter to fold; it’s more 

often the lack of adult support.

For further information please 

contact me at 203-645-2026 or at 

hneedham3@yahoo.com.

(Editor’s Note: Material for this 

article is found in Hi Dad! by Rev. 

Herbert E. Duncan.)

Nine Boys and a Man –
the Beginnings of DeMolay

The original 1919 Emblem

of the Order of DeMolay.
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by Carl G. Ek

For brothers retiring from the Oriental 

Chair by the end of January, a check list:

❏ Get successor qualifi ed on profi ciency

❏ Get successor elected and installed

❏ Hand in building keys

❏ Send tux to cleaners

 ❏  Apply for Master’s Achievement Award 

and Trestleboard of Excellence

Wait a minute – those last two sound like 

work, and you planned to spend a month 

soaking in the hot tub, drinking piña coladas 

and letting your cares fl oat away? What’s this 

‘apply’ stuff?

Well, Worshipful, you owe it to your 

lodge, and especially all those who worked so 

hard with and for you, to be sure that lodge 

and members are properly commended for 

the work they did. What better way than with 

the Grand Lodge’s ‘seal of approval’ – the 

Master’s Achievement Award?

No, it’s not just about ‘you’. You didn’t do 

the job alone; you know better than ever that 

it’s not a job any man can do alone. So dust 

off the forms you got at the seminar a year 

ago and pull out (or up) your calendar. You’ll 

fi nd that with minimal effort, you’ll have 

amassed many more points than necessary to 

have members of the Committee on Masonic 

Education prepare a plaque for your lodge’s 

next awards event.

Same for the Trestleboard of Excellence. If 

you’ve been sending them to the Grand Lodge 

as each has been mailed to your membership, 

you’re already entered and can go searching 

for the coconut and bathing suit. If not 

– well, you needed a set of t-boards for the 

MAA report presentation, so gather two sets 

and mail one to Trestleboard of Excellence, 

PO Box 250, Wallingford, CT 06492. Sooner 

is better than later, as the subcommittee has 

to review each of the submissions.

Nag, nag, nag – some would swear that 

CME gets a commission for every one of 

these awards we present. And, in a way, we 

do. Our compensation is seeing each of 

our lodges improve from year to year in the 

areas of program, communications, and the 

education and training of those new members 

and new offi cers coming along. Your good 

work makes that all possible, so please share 

it with the world as we share the success with 

your lodge. Right now! – before you forget 

– let’s get the fi nal paperwork done… then 

we’ll see you at the sauna!

Checklist for Retiring Masters

The conference room at the 

Grand Lodge offi ce has been 

a busy place as managers of 

lodge website templates have 

been training to use their new 

powerful tool. At press time, 

sixty-one lodges have their 

own webmasters who are 

populating their calendars, 

updating Master’s messages, 

and publishing news items.

The new conference room 

has proved an excellent location 

for training as the new building 

is connected to the internet with 

wireless networking equipment. 

The monitor of a computer can 

be projected on a screen for all 

to view. Brothers can follow 

along with their own computers 

and laptops or connect to their 

own website, thus enhancing 

the training process with 

participation. Questions can be 

answered immediately and all 

can learn together.

Locations are being sought 

for brothers who cannot make 

the journey to Wallingford. 

Other training is anticipated at 

locations where wireless internet 

is available, including the recently 

equipped Newington Masonic 

Temple and the Lodge Room 

at Ashlar of Newtown. The one 

hour basic training focuses on 

calendar updating, item content 

input and image management. 

Groups up to ten provide the best 

level of interaction and learning.

With the new lodge templates, 

not only can an activity be 

reported but photos of the 

event can be handled locally, by 

members of the lodge itself. The 

training covered how to input 

a content item, how to add a 

photo, and how to update lodge 

offi cer pictures.

A communication network 

of template managers is 

supplemented by forums on 

the Grand Lodge website which 

discuss managing photos, 

evaluating lodge sites, and tips 

for navigating control panels.

Lodge histories have been 

transferred to websites and offer 

a rich background of some lodges 

chartered more than  two hundred 

years ago. As more information 

is available, brothers and visitors 

will see how a lodge could 

continue for so long. There is a 

location for information about 

Past Masters as well has photo 

galleries of current offi cers.

Activities or announcements 

of a more immediate nature can 

be published on the front page 

of the site. The fl exibility of the 

template has resulted in creative 

opportunities. Although the 

banner announcing the name and 

location of each lodge is similar, 

that is where comparisons end as 

each manager makes his site what 

his lodge wants and needs.

For every lodge which has a 

manager, a “Contact Us” button 

is placed under the headline 

banner. The “Contact Us” button 

creates a form whereby the 

sender’s message goes directly 

to the website manager. For 

those lodges without managers, 

a smaller “Contact Us” appears 

in the upper part of the webpage 

and the message is sent to the 

Grand Lodge offi ce.

An automatic feed from the 

Grand Lodge website appears 

as a headline on the left of the 

local website. As a news item 

or announcement is published 

on the Grand Lodge site, the 

headline is displayed on ninety-

three local sites.

As managers learn to use 

their websites, Connecticut 

Freemasonry stays in touch with 

itself and with the world.

What are these brothers looking at?

The conference room of the new Grand Lodge offi ce provides a perfect 

setting for new lodge template training sessions for website managers from 

across the state.

✓
✓
✓
✓
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by Michael L. Castroll

Happy New Year one and 

all! Here’s hoping all the joyous 

season remained just that! It’s 

now time to get to work, and the 

clock is ticking for a new class to 

gain further light. 

The schedule for the Spring 

Class is etched in stone. The 4° 

will commence following the 

stated meeting on January 14. 

Two weeks later, on January 

28, the 10° will be portrayed. 

Three days later, on January 31, 

all petitions must be in for the 

spring class. On February 11, 

work resumes on the 12°, and 

the Lodge of Perfection climaxes 

with the 14° on the February 25. 

The February degrees sand-

wich in the second annual Winter 

Picnic on Saturday, February 16. 

Good food, fun, and good friends 

gather in the dining area at 285 

Whitney Avenue, New Haven, 

from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.. 

Y’all come down, bring your 

family, and your prospects for the 

Scottish Rite.

The Elm City Council, Princes 

of Jerusalem pick up the schedule 

with the 16° on March 10. New 

Haven Chapter, Rose Croix winds 

up the Valley Degrees when they 

confer the 18° on March 31. 

Stay tuned for a rundown of 

Consistory degrees. Let’s show 

our support for our Commander-

in-Chief.

Show your support of the 

hard work done to give our class 

of candidates the best the can be 

offered.  Show your support of 

the Blue Envelope Appeal, and 

submit your applications. All 

Master Masons are eligible to be 

Scottish Rite Masons.

See you in the Valley…

Valley of Hartford, A.A.S.R. News   From the desk of David R. Blythe, Sr., Valley Secretary   

Valley of New Haven, A.A.S.R. News   by Michael L. Castroll

As we begin a new year, 

the offi cers and members of 

the Valley of Hartford, Ancient 

Accepted Scottish Rite hope 

that you had a pleasant and safe 

holiday season to spend with 

family and friends.

This is a time to look back 

and refl ect on what has been 

accomplished during 2007 in 

our valley. Our “Family Life 

Programs” continued to be a 

success. Not only did we have 

tremendous attendance, but 

we were recognized by the 

Scottish Rite Supreme Council, 

Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. 

On Consistory Day, Ill. Bro. 

James Spencer, 33°, Deputy of 

Connecticut, presented to the 

Valley, through Bro. Francis 

Way M.S.A., our Family Life 

Chairman, an Honorable 

Mention plaque for outstanding 

programs for valleys with 

membership between 1,000 and 

2,500 members.

Also during the year, the 

valley reinstituted its pre-degree 

meals on selected nights, with 

attendance averaging around 

40. At the same time, our new 

program of holding dinners to 

honor our newest members, at 

which time they are presented 

Scottish Rite 32° certifi cates, 

continues to be well received. The 

best indication is that many of 

our newest Scottish Rite brothers 

have stepped forward and asked 

to get involved in the production 

of our degrees, as well as joining 

our offi cers lines. As a result, the 

quality of the degree portrayals 

continues to improve.

Looking to 2008, this spring 

we will portray degrees that have 

not been seen in several years, 

namely the 11° and 22°, as well 

as the “Feast of the Pascal Lamb,” 

which is open to the public, and 

the old version of Select Masters. 

Come join us, either as a new 

member (candidate), or as a 

current member of the Scottish 

Rite, enjoying good fellowship 

and seeing or meeting new 

friends.

The spring schedule is: 

February 7 – Candidate 

Information Night and the 

portrayal of a Public Degree 

February 21 – 4° and 11°

March 6 – 14° and Select 

Master degrees

March 13 – Feast of the Pascal 

Lamb (open to public)

March 27 – 15° and 16°

April 3rd – 18°

April 19th – Consistory Day, 

22°, 31°, and 32° – starting at 

9:30 a.m.

All Thursday night programs 

start at 7:30 p.m.

On February 21, March 6, 

March 27, and April 3, pre-

degree meals will be served 

at 6 p.m. Advance reservation 

are required. (Reservation 

forms are available in newest 

View of the Valley publication). 

The Consistory Day luncheon 

reservation form can also be 

found in that publication.

To the many brethren who 

are not members of the Scottish 

Rite who might be reading this 

article, I ask: Have you ever 

considered joining the Scottish 

Rite? If you have, and would 

like more information, call the 

Valley of Hartford Offi ce (860) 

666-0712 or e-mail us at sect@

snet.net. Our spring 2008 class 

begins on February 7. 

If at any time you would like more information about becoming a member 
of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite… Contact David Blythe Sr., 33°, 

Valley Secretary, at the Scottish  Rite Valley Offi ce (860) 666-0712,
 or at Email address: sect@snet.net.

The offi cers and members of the Valley of Hartford, A.A.S.R.,
would like to extend an invitation to our Masonic brothers 

and their ladies to join us on February 7, 2008
for a Scottish Rite Information Night.

�  For those interested in joining the Scottish Rite
our 2008 Class Degree schedule starts on February 21  

Contact Vern Cleaves at (203) 269-0336 or any member of the Valley.Contact Vern Cleaves at (203) 269-0336 or any member of the Valley.
We would like to know how many will be attending We would like to know how many will be attending 

so we may have some refreshments.so we may have some refreshments.

4° – January 14

10° – January 28

Deadline for Petitions: January 31

Plan NOW to bring family and friends to the second annual

Winter Picnic at 285 Whitney Avenue

on Saturday, February 16
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SUBSCRIBER SUBSCRIBER 
BOOSTERSBOOSTERS
those who paid $35 per year 
to be included on mailing list

Alvin W. Jorgeson
Betty Gaudenzi
C. E. Libby
Charles B. Clark
Charles W. McQuery
Elizabeth A. Hull
Harold Tomlinson
Jerry E. Whitney

A. Scott Dean
Albert B. Morelli
Albert E. Sakavich
Allen L. Beavers, Jr.
Anderson H. Ziedler, Jr.
Andrew E. Mirola
Andrew J. Larsen
Arthur H. Carlstrom
Arthur “Bud” Lovell
Arthur R. Tinsz
Bernard H. Allen
Bertrand Bradbury
Bob Miller
Bruce R. Bellmore
Bruce Padula
Carl Mossberg
Carleton L. Quint
Charles R. Castle
Charles B. Fowler, Jr.
Charles Haigh
Charles C. Maxson
Charles A. Rogers
Chris Arseneau
Christine B. Moselsky
Clyde D. Eidson
Clyde W. Kayser II
David D. Hocking
David C. Toomey, Jr.
Donald W. Dean
Donald L. Frolander
Donald R. Gray
Donald H. Hasbrouck
Douglas Wall
Dwight C. Mertens
Earl F. Korngiebel, Jr.
Edward M. Joynes
Ernie Phillips
Frank A. Chambrovich
Fred W. Nanamaker, Jr. 
Frederick R. Shores
Gail N. Smith
Gary Arseneau
George D. Lyon, Jr.
George D. Moore

George A. Paul
George M. Reed
George E. Swick
Gerald F. Thompson
Gilbert H. Ford
Glen J. Rogers
Grant Brown
Gustaf R. Bodin
Harmon L. Andrews
Harmon Corey
Herbert W. Hope, Jr.
Hiram Peck, Jr.
Howard F. Ryan, Jr.
James W. Currier
James Landry
James T. McWain
James A. Nankin
James Standish
Jesse L. Maghan
John Bashar
John Butterworth, Jr.
John Gonsalves
John R. Haigh
John R. Kinkade
John P. Miller
John G. Radeach
Jon Secor
Jose Dias
Joseph J. Bevin
Joseph S. Dobek
Joseph J. Howard
Joseph Ouellette
Kenneth A. Brown
Kenneth M. Dellhime
Kenneth C. Garee
Kenneth W. Marvin
Kevin H. Matsil
Ken Morrison
Larry S. Baker
Lawrence H. Anvik
Lemeul G. Johnson
Leon F. Smith, Jr.
Leonard H. Bucher
Lester A. Culver

Lewis P. Bither
Lewis W. Pennell
Louis Vander Eyk
Lyman McWain
Madelyn H.S. Kmetzo
Mario Accornero
Mark E. Furber
Martin L. Rudnik
Marty Evensen
Mary K. DiCioccio
Masonic Club of New 
London
Melvin J. Levy
Michael A. Candela
Michael Grimmer
Miles E. Cochran, Jr.
Nancy H. Barr
Nicola M. Iannone
Nils A. Holmquist
Norman E. Kloter
Paul F. Blake
Paul Rea
Peter J. Hunt
Philip R. Roberts
Raymond C. Burr
Rev. Ray N. Cooley, Jr.
Raymond E. Moore
Richard Arnold
Richard C. Bauman
Richard L. Beebe
Richard W. Bogart
Richard Brabner
Robert C. Carlisle
Richard W. Graves
Richard R. Jones, Jr.
Richard B. Lasher
Richard G. Reid 
Richard G. Sagan
Richard L. Smail
Richard Younger
Robert J. Archambeault
Robert B. Burden
Robert A. Colbourn
Robert W. Flint

Robert A. Gordon
Robert S. Loomis
Robert MacQuarrie
Robert J. Masslon 
Robert W. Noble
Robert M. Page
Robert F. Polito, Jr.
Robert F. Polito, Sr.
Robert Schemp
Robert J. Shopey, Sr.
Roger Knickerbocker
Roy F. Hayes
Roy L. Smith
Russell J. Fitzsimmons
Russell J. Cashman
Samuel B. Walker
Sandie M. Greene
Sandra D. Knotts
Shirley H. Ziedler
Simon R. LaPlace
Stanley C. Buz
Stanley T. House
Stephen Ames
Stephen McPherson
Stephen Thal
Theodore R. Hespeler
Thomas Gutner
Thurman P. Sharples, Jr.
Walter E. Kaechele
Walter J. Hileman
Warren L. Potter
Warren W. Thompson
Wilbur R. Stone, Jr.
William K. Barr
William A. Brinley, Jr.
William G. Bryce
William G. Buick
William F. Clark
William G. Demetriades
William L. Greene
William G. Hull
William L. Lyons
William B. Perruccio
William Welsh, Jr.

INDIVIDUAL BOOSTERSINDIVIDUAL BOOSTERS thank you for contributing
$25 or more per year2008 LODGE BOOSTERS2008 LODGE BOOSTERS

Thank you to CT Lodges  contributing $60 per year

Adelphi-Momauguin No. 63 .............. North Haven
America-St. John’s No. 8 ...........................Stratford
Annawon No. 115 ................................West Haven
Brainard No. 102 .......................................... Niantic
Center Lodge No. 97 ..................................Meriden
Columbia No. 25 ............... South Glastonbury
Compass No. 9 ......................................Wallingford
Composite No. 28 ........................................Suffi eld
Corinthian No. 103 ............................. North Haven
Cosmopolitan No. 125 .................. New Haven
Estuary No. 43 ........................... Old Saybrook
Evening Star No. 101 ...............................Unionville
Federal No. 17 .......................................Watertown
Friendship No. 33 ........................Southington
Friendship Tuscan No. 145 ................... Manchester
Granite No. 119 .................................. Haddam
Harmony No. 42 ............................. Waterbury
Harmony No. 67 ..................................New Canaan
Hartford-Evergreen No. 88 ................ East Windsor
Hiram No. 1 .................................... New Haven 
Hiram No. 18 .........................................Sandy Hook
Ionic No. 110 ..................................North Windham
Ivanhoe No. 107 ....................................Darien
Jerusalem No. 49 .....................................Ridgefi eld
King Hiram No. 12 ....................................... Shelton
King Solomons No. 7 .............................. Woodbury
Madison No. 87 ......................................... Madison
Meridian No. 77 ..........................................Meriden
Montgomery No. 13 .................................. Lakeville
Morning Star No. 47 .................................. Seymour
Seneca No. 55 .........................................Torrington
Somerset-St. James No. 34 .......................... Preston
Temple No. 16 ............................................ Cheshire
Temple No. 65 ........................................... Westport
Trumbull No. 22 .....................................New Haven
Union No. 40 .............................................. Danbury
Warren No. 51 .....................................Portland
Washington No. 19 .................................... Monroe
Washington No. 70 ....................................Windsor
Washington No. 81 ..................................Cromwell
Widow’s Son No. 66 ..................................Branford 
Wooster No. 10 ....................................... Colchester
Wooster No. 79 ......................................New Haven

BE A BOOSTER - SUPPORT BE A BOOSTER - SUPPORT CT FREEMASONSCT FREEMASONS!!!!!!
2008 Lodge Booster ($60), 
Lodge Booster listing
for 11 issues

Lodge Name ______________________   

No. ______________________________

Town ____________________________   

2008 Individual Booster ($25), 
Name listing for 11 issues

Name ____________________________

Address __________________________

Town ____________________________  

State ________  Zip  ______________

2008 Subscriber Booster ($35) 
Name listed and added to 
mailing list for 11 issues.

Subscriber ________________________

Address __________________________

Town ____________________________

State ________  Zip  ______________Make checks payable to:
Grand Lodge Publications
PO Box 250 • Wallingford, CT  06492

Those names in bold are new or renewing 
Boosters. Thank you for your support.

Joseph M. Robinson
Ionic Chapter No. 100, OES
Mt. Adams Lodge 227
Scott Swick
Sharon N. Peterson
Stellar Chapter No. 55, OES
Wendy Blanchette
William K. Walton
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Craft at Labor…

Craft at Refreshment…

ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREES

Thursday, January 3, Union No. 31, Niantic

Thursday, January 3, Oxoboxo No. 116, Montville

Tuesday, January 15, St. Peter’s No. 21, New Milford

Tuesday, January 15, Coastal No. 57, Stonington, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Tuesday, January 15, Unity No. 148, New Britain, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Wednesday, January 16, Somerset - St. James No. 34, Preston

Saturday, January 19, Putnam No. 46, South Woodstock

Monday, January 21, St. John’s No. 2, Middletown, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Monday, January 21, Meridian No. 77, Meriden

FELLOWCRAFT DEGREES

Wednesday, January 9, Ivanhoe No. 107, Darien, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Tuesday, January 15, Seneca No. 55, Torrington, 7:00 p.m. dinner

Monday, January 28, Washington No. 70, Windsor, 6:30 p.m. dinner

MASTER MASON DEGREES

Thursday, January 3, Friendship Tuscan No. 145, Manchester

Wednesday, January 16, Columbia No. 25, South Glastonbury, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Thursday, January 17, Union No. 31, Niantic

Thursday, January 17, Oxoboxo No. 116, Montville, 6:30 p.m. dinner

January 2, Wednesday,
Cosmopolitan No. 125, New Haven,

6:30 p.m. paid up members’ dinner

January 2, Wednesday, Ivanhoe No. 107, 

Darien, 6:30 p.m. dinner,

installation of offi cers

January 3, Thursday, Warren No. 51, 

Portland, 6:30 p.m. dinner,

installation of offi cers

January 3, Thursday, St. John’s No. 6, 

Norwalk, 5:30 p.m. dinner,

lodge of Instruction 

January 4, Friday, Wooster No. 10,

Colchester, 7:00 p.m.,

installation of offi cers, dinner to follow

January 4, Friday, Washington No. 70, 

Windsor, 6:30 p.m. dinner

January 5, Saturday, Hiram No. 1,

New Haven, 2:00 p.m.

installation of offi cers

January 5,  Saturday, Uriel No. 24,

Merrow, 2:00 p.m. light buffet,

installation of offi cers

January 5, Saturday, Fayette No. 69,

Ellington, 2:30 p.m.,

installation of offi cers

January 5, Saturday, Washington No. 70, 

Windsor, 3:00 p.m. dinner,

installation of offi cers

January 5, Saturday, Madison No. 87, 

Madison, 2:00 p.m. installation of offi cers 

January 5, Saturday, Granite No. 119, 

Haddam, 7:00 p.m.,

installation of offi cers

January 5, Saturday, Ashlar-Aspetuck

No. 142, Easton, 3:00 p.m.

installation of offi cers, dinner to follow

January 6, Sunday, Composite No. 28, 

Suffi eld, 4:00 p.m. installation of offi cers, 

dinner to follow

January 6, Sunday,
Somerset - St. James No. 34, Preston,

2:00 p.m. installation of offi cers 

January 6, Sunday, Estuary No. 43,

Old Saybrook, 3:00 p.m.

installation of offi cers

January 6, Sunday, Harmony No. 67, 

New Canaan, 4:00 p.m.

installation of offi cers

January 6, Sunday, St. Andrew’s No. 64, 

Winsted, 12:00 p.m.

world-famous roast beef dinner

January 7, Monday, Federal No. 17,

Watertown, 6:30 p.m. pot luck dinner

January 7, Monday, St. John’s No. 2, 

Middletown, 7:00 p.m. dinner,

installation of offi cers

January 7, Monday,
Hartford-Evergreen No. 88,

South Windsor, installation of offi cers

January 7, Monday, Oxoboxo No. 116, 

Montville, 6:00 p.m. dinner,

installation of offi cers

January 7, Monday, Compass No. 9,

Wallingford, 7:00 p.m.,

installation of offi cers

January 8, Tuesday,
Frederick-Franklin No. 14, Plainville,

6:30 p.m. dinner, installation of offi cers

January 11, Friday, Union No. 5,

Stamford, installation of offi cers

January 12, Saturday,
Corinthian No. 103, North Haven,

3:00 p.m., installation of offi cers

January 12, Saturday, Annawon No. 115, 

West Haven, 4:00 p.m.,

installation of offi cers

at Ansantawae Lodge, Milford

January 12, Saturday, Uriel No. 24,

Merrow, 6:30 p.m. dinner, National

Sojourners Flag-Building presentation

January 12, Saturday, Moosup No. 113, 

Moosup, 5:00 p.m. dinner,

Scholarship Banquet

January 13, Sunday, Anchor No. 112, East 

Hampton, 1:30 p.m.,

installation of offi cers

January 13, Sunday,
Cosmopolitan No. 125, New Haven,

2:00 p.m., installation of offi cers

January 16, Wednesday,
Friendship No. 33, Southington,

Rusty Masons Night

January 17, Thursday, St. John’s No. 6, 

Norwalk, 5:30 p.m. dinner,

installation of offi cers

January 17, Thursday,
Friendship Tuscan No. 145, Manchester, 

7:30 p.m. Table Lodge

January 19, Saturday, Washington No. 70, 

Windsor, 7:00 a.m. breakfast, blood drive

January 19, Saturday, Adelphi-Momau-

guin No. 63, North Haven, 2:00 p.m.

installation of offi cers

January 21, Monday, Federal No. 17,

Watertown, Masonic Movie Night

January 22, Tuesday,
King Hiram No. 12, Shelton, Noon,

Frank Iasparo’s 100th Birthday!

January 22, Tuesday, Frederick-Franklin 

No. 14, Plainville, Rusty Mason Night

January 22, Tuesday,
King Solomons No. 7, Woodbury,

6:30 p.m. dinner, Fellowcrafts dinner

January 24, Thursday,
Friendship Tuscan No. 145, Manchester, 

Football Appreciation Night

January 25, Friday, Estuary No. 43,

Old Saybrook, 6:30 p.m. dinner,

celebration of poet and mason

Robert Burns’ birthday

January 26, Saturday, Wooster No. 79, 

New Haven, 2:00 p.m.,

installation of offi cersJanuary 14, Monday,
St. Peter’s No. 21, New Milford, 6:30 p.m. dinner,

Second District Blue Lodge Council

January 25, Friday, Federal No. 17,

Watertown, Third District Blue Lodge Council

January 26, Saturday, St. John’s No. 2, Middletown,

6:30 p.m., Seventh District Table Lodge

January 27, Sunday, Wooster No. 10, Colchester,

Eighth District Blue Lodge Council

January 28, Monday, Temple No. 65, Westport,

6:30 p.m. dinner, First District Blue Lodge Council

January 29, Tuesday, Compass No. 9, Wallingford, 6:30 p.m. 

dinner, Fourth District Blue Lodge Council

January 31, Thursday, Valley No. 36, Simsbury, 6:30 p.m.

dinner, Fifth District Blue Lodge Council

January 31, Thursday, Columbia No. 25, South Glastonbury, 

6:30 p.m. dinner, Sixth District Blue Lodge Council 

January 31, Thursday, Fayette No. 69, Ellington,

7:00 p.m. dinner, Ninth District Blue Lodge Council 

Blue Lodge Councils
DEE’S ANTIQUES

EXPERIENCED ANTIQUE DEALER WILL BUY
Collectibles, China, Old Furniture, Paintings, SIlver
Coins, Jewelry, Clocks, Books, and Picture Frames

Estates Liquidated and Purchased Outright
Estate and Insurance Appraisals

Over 40 years of Experience
Call: Thomas Spratta (203) 235-8431

600 West Main Street, Meriden, CT 06450
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When you leave the hospital and
need either home care or rehabilitation,

Masonicare can help.

At Masonic Healthcare Center in Wallingford, and Ashlar of Newtown in
Newtown, we offer short-term inpatient rehabilitation care. On our Wallingford
campus, we also offer comprehensive and convenient outpatient rehabilitation
services. A clinical team of nurses, physicians, therapists and case managers will
work closely with you and your physician on your plan of care.  

If your discharge plans call for home care, our experienced Connecticut VNA
nurses, therapists and home health aides are ready to help. You can be cared for
in the comfort of your own home 24-hours a day, seven days a week. Connecticut
VNA also offers specialized care, including disease management, hospice and
palliative care, and wound and ostomy care.

Experience our ageless commitment to caring.

For more information, please call:

Masonic Healthcare Center
203-679-5901 (inpatient)
203-679-6909 (outpatient)

Connecticut VNA
888-482-8862

Ashlar of Newtown
203-364-3211

Accredited by the Joint Commission on
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations

Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center and Masonicare
are pleased to announce the formation of

This new home health and hospice care agency combines the resources of
two highly regarded homecare providers, Saint Francis Homecare and

Connecticut VNA’s Greater Hartford office. Together, we can serve 
patients in Hartford County and beyond, delivering the

very latest in nursing, rehabilitation and hospice.

Areas of expertise include skilled nursing, wound and ostomy care, oncology,
behavioral health, rehabilitation, IV therapy, cardiac and telehealth,
hospice care, pain management and symptom control, family and

patient support and pediatric palliative care.

www.connecticutvnapartners.org

Administrative Office
111 Founders Plaza

East Hartford, CT 06108
860-528-2273

95 Woodland Street
Hartford, CT 06105

860-524-5315

450 South Street
Suffield, CT 06078

860-668-0211

Referrals: 1-888-482-8862




